City of Rowlett

4000 Main Street
Rowlett, TX 75088
www.rowlett.com

Meeting Agenda
City Council

City of Rowlett City Council meetings are available to all persons regardless of disability. If you
require special assistance, please contact the City Secretary at 972-412-6115 or write 4000 Main
Street, Rowlett, Texas, 75088, at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting.
Tuesday, March 7, 2017

5:30 P.M.

Municipal Building – 4000 Main Street

As authorized by Section 551.071 of the Texas Government Code, this meeting may be
convened into closed Executive Session for the purpose of seeking confidential legal advice from
the City Attorney on any agenda item herein.
The City of Rowlett reserves the right to reconvene, recess or realign the Regular Session or
called Executive Session or order of business at any time prior to adjournment.

1.

CALL TO ORDER

2.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

3.

WORK SESSION (5:30 P.M.) *Times listed are approximate.

3A. Discuss strategy to ensure trees are planned for in existing and future City facilities and parks to
provide shade and aesthetic needs as a part of the City’s Tree City USA designation. (30 minutes)
3B. Discuss the creation of the Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone #3 (TIRZ) for Downtown Rowlett.
(30 minutes)
3C. Discuss amending the Fiscal Year 2017 Adopted Budget. (20 minutes)
3D. Progress update and upcoming initiatives from the Office of Neighborhood Life. (30 minutes)
4.

DISCUSS CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS
CONVENE INTO THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS (7:30 P.M.)*
INVOCATION
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
TEXAS PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Honor the Texas Flag; I pledge allegiance to thee, Texas, one state under God, one and indivisible.

5.

PRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS

5A. Presentation of Proclamation to Lance Williams in recognition of achieving the rank of Eagle
Scout.
5B. Presentation of Proclamation recognizing Engineers Week during February 19 – 25, 2017.
5C. Presentation of Proclamation in recognition of March, 2017 as Purchasing Month.
5D. Presentation of donation to Rebuild Rowlett for survivors of the December 26, 2015, tornado from
#RowlettSTRONG and the Citywide Spirit Event held on January 26, 2017.
5E. Update from the City Council and Management: Financial Position, Major Projects, Operational
Issues, Upcoming Dates of Interest and Items of Community Interest.
6.

CITIZENS’ INPUT
At this time, three-minute comments will be taken from the audience on any topic. To address the Council,
please submit a fully-completed request card to the City Secretary prior to the beginning of the Citizens’
Input portion of the Council meeting. No action can be taken by the Council during Citizens’ Input.

7.

CONSENT AGENDA
The following may be acted upon in one motion. A City Councilmember or a citizen may request items be
removed from the Consent Agenda for individual consideration.

7A. Consider action to approve minutes from the February 21, 2017 City Council Regular Meeting
and the February 28, 2017 City Council Special Meeting.
7B. Consider action to approve a resolution authorizing the purchase and expenditure for the
acquisition of a waterline easement and temporary construction easement from First United
Methodist Church of Rowlett in the amount of $65,000 for CIP Project WA2115 - 16-Inch Water
Line along the President George Bush Turnpike (PGBT) frontage road from State Highway 66 to
Main Street and authorizing the City Manager to execute the purchase order for said purchase.
7C. Consider action to adopt an ordinance amending the Fiscal Year 2017 (FY2017) Operating and
Capital Improvements Program Budgets.
7D. Consider action to approve a License Agreement with Dallas Area Rapid Transit for the
construction of CIP Project WA2115 a 16-Inch Water Line along the PGBT frontage road from
State Highway 66 to Main Street and authorizing the Mayor to execute the necessary documents
for said services.
7E. Consider action to approve a resolution renewing the annual contract for screening wall repair
and maintenance for the first of four one-year terms with Waterton Construction Group in the
annual amount of $50.000.

8.

ITEMS FOR INDIVIDUAL CONSIDERATION

8A. Conduct the second public hearing regarding the annexation of approximately 733.83 +/- feet of
the Dalrock Road right-of-way, a recorded public right-of-way, located within the exclusive
extraterritorial jurisdiction of the City of Rowlett, and situated in Dallas and Rockwall Counties,
Texas, beginning at its intersection with the southern boundary line of the Missouri Kansas-Texas
Railroad tract, a public railroad right-of-way, and running southward to its intersection with the
northern boundary line of Interstate Highway 30, a public right-of way.
TAKE ANY NECESSARY OR APPROPRIATE ACTION ON CLOSED/EXECUTIVE SESSION
MATTERS
9.

ADJOURNMENT

Laura Hallmark
Laura Hallmark, City Secretary
I certify that the above notice of meeting was posted on the bulletin boards located inside and outside the doors of the Municipal
Center, 4000 Main Street, Rowlett, Texas, as well as on the City’s website (www.rowlett.com) on the 3rd day of March 2017, by
5:00 p.m.

AGENDA DATE: 03/07/17

AGENDA ITEM: 3A

TITLE
Discuss strategy to ensure trees are planned for in existing and future City facilities and parks to
provide shade and aesthetic needs as a part of the City’s Tree City USA designation. (30 minutes)
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Angela Smith, Director of Parks and Recreation
SUMMARY
This item will allow discussion with City Council regarding setting standards and designating funds
to provide a strategy to ensure trees are planned for in existing and future City facilities and parks.
Trees are a critical resource needed to provide shade and aesthetic needs as a part of the City’s
Tree City USA designation. Staff would also like to determine if there is consensus from City
Council to fund a forestry program annually.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
On July 8 & 9, 2016, City Council met at the Rowlett Community Centre to hold a strategic
planning session for FY2017. On August 16, 2016, Council again discussed the FY2017 work
plan as a part of the regular Work Session. As a result of these planning meetings, it was
determined one of the main focuses of City Council would be to assist in developing a strategy to
plant trees in parks to provide shade. The City of Rowlett currently holds a Tree City USA
designation through Tree City USA – The Arbor Day Foundation. As of 2016, City of Rowlett has
been designated as a Tree City USA for the past 14 years. Tree City USA judges applicant cities
based on four standards:
1.
2.
3.
4.

City must have a tree board or department.
City must have a tree ordinance.
City must have a forestry program with an annual budget of at least $2.00 per capita.
City must hold an Arbor Day observance with a proclamation.

As part of the discussion we will address each standard more thoroughly.
DISCUSSION
Trees are important. There are many benefits to planting trees including: producing oxygen,
cleaning the soil, mitigating noise pollution, slowing storm water runoff, cleaning the air, helping
manage carbon dioxide, providing shade, acting as a windbreak, helping fight soil erosion and
increasing property values. The benefits do truly cross environmental, economic, social and
community boundaries. There are many important issues to consider when planting trees,
including the cost of planting and maintenance, determining the locations to plant trees, planting

trees for aesthetic value versus shade, and endless debates about the types of trees that should
be planted based on the space available to plant trees. A quick google search for “type of trees
to plant” will result in nine million results, with little consensus about the best type of tree to plant
in a given situation. The City of Rowlett relies on both Tree City USA and the Texas Tree
Foundation to get the best information based on each given situation when it comes to planting
trees.
The Texas Tree Foundation website indicates that three trees are planted every day across DFW.
This organization works with many cities (such as the City of Dallas) to develop a GIS Roadmap
Model for Urban Tree Planning and Planting, which identifies tree planting sites and then
prioritizes them by their environmental and economic factors. This project provides the framework
for urban tree planting and will impact how funding is secured from policymaker, corporation and
foundations. The Roadmap database serves as a tool for urban forest managers, public planners,
sustainability coordinators, utilities, companies, public works departments, parks departments,
zoning criteria guidelines, development guidelines, non-profits, and other management entities.
Texas Tree Foundation partnered with the City of Rowlett in December, 2016 to host RETREET
to replant more than 350 trees in the tornado affected areas of Rowlett. In addition, RETREET
has planned to return in the fall of 2017 to plant additional trees in both residential and public
areas that were affected by the December, 2015 tornado.
As mentioned, Tree City USA has proven to be a great resource for the City of Rowlett. The Tree
City USA program has been greening up cities and towns across America since 1976. It is a
nationwide movement that provides the framework necessary for communities to manage and
expand their public trees. The four standards that must be met in order to be designated as a
Tree City USA ensure that cities continually have a focus on trees and their importance. Below
is a more thorough discussion of each of these standards and how the City of Rowlett ensures
we are meeting them annually.
Standard 1 – Must have a Tree Board or Department
Someone must be legally responsible for the care of all trees on City-owned property. The City of
Rowlett has both professional staff and an advisory tree board established. Currently the
Developmental Services and Parks and Recreation teams are involved in tree conservation and
remediation through the City of Rowlett. The Parks Advisory Board, Planning and Zoning
Commissions and City Council are all involved at the board level with a focus on conservation
and remediation. Resident and business owner involvement creates wide awareness of what
trees do for the community and provides broad support for better tree care.
Standard 2 – Must have a Tree Care Ordinance
A basic public tree care ordinance forms the foundation of a city’s tree care program. It provides
an opportunity to set good policy and back it with the force of law when necessary. The City of
Rowlett currently has a tree protection ordinance and landscaping requirements that outlines tree
removal permits, the requirement for developers to provide tree surveys, development
landscaping requirements, tree replacement requirements, maintenance after development,
pruning restrictions and guidelines for when removal of trees will trigger City Council approval.

The ordinances have not been amended in the last eight years. A focus of Development Services
over the next 12-18 months will be to work with the designated Tree Board, the Parks Advisory
Board, and the Planning and Zoning Commission to update these ordinances.
Standard 3 – Must have a Community Forestry Program with an Annual Budget of at Least
$2.00 Per Capita
As indicated previously, City trees provide many benefits—clean air, clean water, shade and
beauty to name a few—but they also require an investment to remain healthy and sustainable.
According to Tree City USA, “By providing support at or above the $2.00 per capita minimum,
a community demonstrates its commitment to grow and tend these valuable public
assets.” To meet this standard each year, the community must document at least $2.00 per capita
toward the planting, care and removal of City trees—and the planning efforts to make those things
happen. At this time there is not a designated $2.00 per capita designated in our budget for a
forestry program. In Rowlett, fulfilling this requirement would take approximately $120,000 for a
population of 60,000 dedicated specifically to tree planning, planting, care and removal. Currently
our tree planning, planting, care and removal is funded through Parks and Recreation or specific
projects as they are developed. On an annual basis the Parks and Recreation Department
dedicates approximately $10,000 in contract forestry services through the annual operating
budget for tree trimming and removal. Additional tree planting, maintenance and removal is done
through existing operating budget funding. This can limit other projects such as park
maintenance. We have been able to meet this standard in the past by including the salaries of
our parks team that has been dedicated to the beautification for the Parks and Recreation
Department, general operating budget funding and contractor services.
Standard 4 – Have an Arbor Day Observance and Proclamation
An effective program for community trees would not be complete without an annual Arbor Day
ceremony, where citizens join together to celebrate the benefits of community trees and the work
accomplished to plant and maintain them. The benefits of Arbor Day go far beyond the shade
and beauty of new trees for the next generation. Arbor Day is a golden opportunity for publicity
and to educate homeowners about proper tree care. Utility companies can join in to promote
planting small trees beneath power lines or being careful when digging. Fire prevention
messaging can also be worked into the event, as can conservation education about soil erosion
or the need to protect wildlife habitat. Rowlett hosts an annual Arbor Day celebration in
conjunction with the Parks Advisory Board. In 2016, the Arbor Day event was held in conjunction
with RETREET in December 2016.
Partnership with Tree City USA and the Texas Tree Foundation ensures that the City of Rowlett
is following best practices when planning, planting, maintaining and removing trees. Over the
next year as the Parks Master Plan and Hike and Bike Trail Plans are completed, the focus will
be on developing a tree inventory for all designated City parks and open spaces and to mimic the
City of Dallas GIS Roadmap Model for Urban Tree Planning and Planting. This type of research
and strategy begins to look at hot spots throughout the community thus ensuring the replacement
of canopy versus number of trees and providing trees for all of the reasons outlined above (i.e.
producing oxygen, cleaning the soil, etc.).

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS
In order to fully meet the four standards set forth by Tree City USA, the City of Rowlett should
dedicate $2.00 per capita in each year’s budget to plan, plant, maintain and remove trees as
necessary. At the current population, that would bring the budgeted amount to approximately
$120,000. Current maintenance and removal costs are being funded through the Parks
Maintenance budget at a cost of $10,000 using outside contractor services. Any additional
funding would be used first to plan for proper tree plantings throughout the system to address our
hot spots at existing parks and facilities. This element will be achieved through a partnership with
Texas Tree Foundation to develop a report much like the Dallas GIS Roadmap Model for Urban
Tree Planning and Planting. This report will help the City identify where the allocated funding
could be used for planning for future plantings and maintenance.
RECOMMENDED ACTION
City staff would like to determine if there is a consensus from City Council to meet the standards
established by Tree City USA.
If yes, City staff would like to determine if there is a consensus from City Council to establish a
funding goal for this item as a single year goal in FY2018 or a multi-year goal over a period of
time.

AGENDA DATE: 03/07/17

AGENDA ITEM: 3B

TITLE
Discuss the creation of the Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone #3 (TIRZ) for Downtown Rowlett.
(30 minutes)
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Jim Grabenhorst, Director of Economic Development
Joey Grisham, Assistant Director of Economic Development
SUMMARY
The purpose of this item is to discuss the creation and adoption of a TIRZ for Downtown Rowlett
(TIRZ #3) and discuss the upcoming schedule, which will include holding a public hearing for City
Council consideration on April 4, 2017.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Downtown Rowlett has been a focus of City development efforts as a way to create a vibrant
community core while leveraging the City’s commitment nearly 30 years ago to bring public
transportation (DART) to Rowlett. Several City facilities (City Hall campus, Library, Development
Services, Public Works & Utilities and the Animal Shelter) all reside or will reside within the current
Downtown boundaries. In addition to the commitment of public transit (DART), the community
has invested in several infrastructure improvement projects over the last 10 years to prepare
Downtown for future development.
In 2010, the City embarked on Realize Rowlett 2020. Realize Rowlett 2020 is the City's
Comprehensive Plan that guides decisions on all development. Phase I served to update the
comprehensive plan and was adopted by City Council on September 11, 2011. Phase II was
adopted on November 6, 2012, and focused more on implementing the vision which led to the
adoption of new zoning regulations in four key areas to ensure the vision was realized for these
areas. Downtown was one of the initial key areas and in addition to the new zoning regulations,
a formal Strategic Downtown Plan was adopted at that time.

Proposed Downtown TIRZ boundaries shown in red (approximately 268 acres)
DISCUSSION
As you are aware, the City of Rowlett has discussed the creation of a TIRZ for Downtown for the
last few years. Tax Increment Reinvestment Zones are utilized frequently for downtowns across
the U.S. and serve as a strategic economic development tool to obtain desirable development
within the district. Enabling and attracting high quality, sustainable development in Downtown
Rowlett requires the City to make investments necessary to ensure strategic growth over the long
term. Ongoing strategic investments will be reflected in increased City sales and property taxes
within the district. For TIRZ #3, we anticipate using the incremental revenue generated within the
district to enhance Herfurth Park, design and develop wayfinding signage, design and construct
a parking structure, and other public infrastructure improvements for roads and water/sewer.
To initiate the creation of the TIRZ, the City contracted with Stein Planning to develop the
preliminary Project & Financing Plan for the Downtown TIRZ (Stein also developed the Bayside
Project & Financing Plan). Such analysis is required by State Law under Texas Tax Code Chapter
311. Other taxing jurisdictions are eligible to participate within TIRZ districts (with the exception
of school districts). At present, the City is working with Stein Planning to see if Dallas County can
also participate in the Downtown TIRZ. Dallas County has strict requirements before they will
agree to participate and staff is working with the consultant to see if Rowlett’s Downtown TIRZ
will meet the Dallas County guidelines.

The following table depicts the anticipated timeline associated with completing the TIRZ creation
process:
ACTION
City Council Work Session
City Council calls for Public Hearing
Notification to other taxing units
Publication of Notice of Public Hearing
City Council Action: Public Hearing,
Adopt Ordinance creating TIRZ, and
Resolution appointing TIRZ Board
TIRZ Board Action: Hold Organization
Meeting and Adopt Project & Financing
Plan
City Council Action: TIRZ
Adopt Project & Financing Plan

CITY
Rowlett
Rowlett
Rowlett
Rowlett

COMPLETION DATE
March 7, 2017
March 21, 2017
March 22, 2017
March 22, 2017

Rowlett

April 4, 2017

Rowlett

April 18, 2017

Rowlett

April 18, 2017

FISCAL IMPACT/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS
The purpose of this Work Session item is a general discussion on the creation of a TIRZ district
for Downtown Rowlett (TIRZ #3). City Council will consider action on the creation and adoption
of a TIRZ by separate Council action at their March 21st & April 4th meetings. The fiscal impact
and financial implications as it pertains to this TIRZ creation with be discussed briefly in this Work
Session and additional details and analysis will be discussed as part of the TIRZ Project & Finance
Plan during the March 21st City Council meeting and April 4th City Council public hearing.
RECOMMENDED ACTION
No action required. This item is for discussion purposes.

AGENDA DATE: 03/07/17

AGENDA ITEM: 3C

TITLE
Discuss amending the Fiscal Year 2017 (FY2017) Adopted Budget. (20 minutes)
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Kim Wilson, Chief Financial Officer
SUMMARY
City staff completed a detailed analysis of revenues and expenditures, and recommends
adjustments consistent with that analysis. Staff continues to monitor the budget and the cost
controls established to mitigate the impact of any changes in financial position.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
On September 20, 2016, the City Council adopted the operating and capital improvements
program budgets for FY2017. The fiscal year for the City of Rowlett is October 1 through
September 30. Budget amendments represent a visible demonstration that the municipality
manages its fiscal affairs appropriately and transparently.
DISCUSSION
OPERATING BUDGET CHANGES
The Adopted FY2017 Budget totaled $92.8 million across all funds. The changes outlined in the
table below reflect City Council requests to fund a judicial services department and develop a
residential rental inspections program. These changes also update property tax collections to the
official Levy, reflect insurance proceeds received and expended, adjust receipts for the sale of
assets and fees for the Bayside Public Improvement District (PID), increases funding for
Multiplexer Units (MXU’s), i.e. utility radio reading devices, for new development, and reduce the
transfer to Economic Development to reflect the net savings resulting from the hiring date for new
personnel.

FUND

General

DESCRIPTION

Miscellaneous
Revenues &
Insurance
Proceeds

FY2017
ADOPTED
BUDGET

194,014

AMENDMENT

243,000

FY2017
REVISED
BUDGET

437,014

COMMENTS
Increase revenues to
reflect auction
proceeds, Non BQ
PID Settlement, &
Insurance Proceeds

FUND

DESCRIPTION

FY2017
ADOPTED
BUDGET

AMENDMENT

FY2017
REVISED
BUDGET

COMMENTS

General

Property Taxes

21,686,333

(682,396)

21,003,937

Property Tax
collections reflect
official levy received
from Dallas County

General

Maintenance &
Repairs

90,200

13,000

103,200

Insurance proceeds

General

Personnel
Expenses

General

Transfer Out –
Economic
Development

General

Judicial Services

General

Building
Inspections

General

Transfer Out – GF
Cash CIP

General

TML Insurance

General

Fund Balance
Impact

Utility Fund

Supplies

Utility Fund

Fund Balance
Impact

Reduce personnel
costs to reflect
vacant positions and
timing of hire dates
Capture savings from
hire date of new
employee in
Economic
Development Fund

(300,000)

(509,408)

(809,408)

384,335

(33,541)

350,794

98,379

131,860

230,239

Fund Judicial
Services Department

796,614

Fund Rental
Inspections Program
for ½ year

673,614

123,000

1,935,222

140,000

2,075,222

Increase Capital
Funding in GF
Capital Maintenance
Fund

267,271

71,172

338,443

Increase in TML
Insurance Premiums
Fund Balance
Decrease

(379,479)

23,644

52,500

(52,500)

76,144

Increase of MXU’s to
provide for growth
and paid for by
builders
Fund Balance
Decrease

FUND

DESCRIPTION

FY2017
ADOPTED
BUDGET

AMENDMENT

FY2017
REVISED
BUDGET

Economic
Development

Transfer In –
General Fund

384,335

(33,541)

350,794

Economic
Development

Personnel

295,947

(33,541)

262,406

Economic
Development

Fund Balance
Impact

COMMENTS

Reduce Transfer to
ED & Personnel
Expense to reflect
hiring date of new
employee
No Fund Balance
Change

0

Debt Service

Property Tax

9,285,158

(296,494)

8,988,664

Property Tax
collections reflect
official levy received
from Dallas County

Debt Service

Conduit Debt

116,882

(116,882)

0

Conduit debt paid off
in FY2016

Debt Service

Fund Balance
Impact

(179,612)

Fund Balance
Decrease

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS
As indicated, this ordinance adjusts revenues and expenditures adopted in the FY2017 Budget.
Exhibit A to the proposed ordinance details changes to the operating budgets.
RECOMMENDED ACTION
This is an informative item. The action item is listed as Item 7C on this evening’s agenda.

AGENDA DATE: 03/07/17

AGENDA ITEM: 3D

TITLE
Progress update and upcoming initiatives from the Office of Neighborhood Life. (30 minutes)
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Elise Bowers, Neighborhood Life Coordinator
Jim Proce, Assistant City Manager
SUMMARY
The purpose of this item is to summarize the progress which has been made since the
Neighborhood Life Office opened in June 2016.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The Community Advocate position was discussed in the Fiscal Year 2015 budget cycle and was
approved and implemented in Fiscal Year 2016. Goals for the office include:





Developing the Community Advocate program to include centralized outreach programs,
neighborhood advocacy, code enhancements, and community enhancement programs.
Review of the Code of Ordinances in an effort to propose revision for consideration by the
City Council to address neighborhood issues inclusive of rental, habitation and aesthetic
standards.
Develop an awards program (“Spirit of Rowlett”) to recognize exceptional citizens.

DISCUSSION
The majority of the Summer of 2016 was spent researching and planning the work of the
Community Advocate. The first two areas of research included surveying similar cities, and their
current outreach projects, and their rental, habitation and aesthetic ordinances. Some of the
criteria for finding similar cities included population size, proximity to metropolitan areas, housing
age, and the percentage of homes that were rented. The similar cities in Texas included: Cedar
Hill, Sachse, Mesquite, Garland, Lancaster, Plano, and Pflugerville. Similar cities nationwide
included: Ankeny, Iowa; Apple Valley, Minnesota; Huntersville, North Carolina; and Oak Park,
Illinois.
One of the first projects was to research and learn about Rental, Habitation and Aesthetic
Standards in the similar cities. This research helped to inform both the Environmental and Code
Departments as they began to create new programs including the Rental Registration Program
and the implementation of the International Property Maintenance Code. Council approved the
preliminary plan for both of these initiatives and they are currently moving forward. The

Neighborhood Life Office will engage with residents when needed for roll-out and education as
the programs begin.
The public outreach portion for the first year has included:







Maintaining a close relationship with the Community Relations Manager, Denise Perrin,
to create a “brand” for the Office and to assist generating social media content
Creating a relationship with Public Works to stay current with ongoing CIP and Bond
Projects
Creating three beautification awards programs
Implementing the Citizen City Academy
Becoming a visible and consistent presence at local non-profits, Homeowners’
Associations (HOA) meetings and community organizations
Contributing to various City publications

Current and Ongoing Projects:
Working closely with the Community Relations Manager, Denise Perrin, and Assistant City
Manager, Jim Proce, the Community Advocate title has evolved into the Neighborhood Life Office.
This is consistent with other neighboring cities nomenclature and creates an approachable
friendly brand that most residents find easy to understand. A logo has been created and is being
used throughout City publications, on uniforms and promotional materials.
Staying current with the many projects taking place in the Public Works Department is important
to the Neighborhood Life Office because residents are curious about what is happening with our
street and utility infrastructure, ongoing bond projects and Community Enhancement Projects. To
help educate residents, a cartoon character named Cool Jake, drawn by Public Works Utility
Supervisor Jake Gilliland, will be featured in upcoming Public Works Community Improvement
Project promotions. An ongoing education program is critical as Public Works continues to
address the infrastructure issues related to the damage done by the drought and the aging city
underground utilities. This outreach is important to maintain residential enthusiasm for the City.
The three beautification award programs developed to recognize exceptional citizens include:
Property of the Season, Texas Smart Yard and Light Up Rowlett. Working in conjunction with
Keep Rowlett Beautiful and the Rowlett Code Enforcement Officers, the Neighborhood Life Office
will award Property of the Season Yard signs in each quadrant of the City during each season of
the year. The winners receive recognition on social media, the Rowlett.com website, a yard sign
to display for three months, and a certificate signed by the Mayor.
Because the Texas Smart Yard Award considers the environmental practices residents use when
creating or maintaining their green spaces, residents must apply for this award. The application,
available on Rowlett.com, includes questions about water and soil management, plant selection
and cultivation practices. These answers, in conjunction with the visual impact of the green space,
are judged by a Keep Rowlett Beautiful board member to determine one winner in both the spring
and fall of each year.

Light Up Rowlett is a winter holiday beautification award. This year there were well over 1,000
yard displays and to choose only four winners proved impossible. In the end, the winners in each
quadrant were chosen at random.
The Citizen City Academy is an 11-week course offered in the spring of each year. Up to 25
Rowlett residents learn how their Elected Officials interact with City staff and how the nine major
departments work together to deliver City services on time, on budget, and with an eye to the
future. Participants will gain a deeper understanding of how local government works from the
people who directly serve the citizens of Rowlett.
Upcoming Programs
Through various media outlets and public engagement, Neighborhood Associations, HOAs and
Crime Watches are encouraged to stay connected to the City. By maintaining these connections,
residential groups will have access to new programing currently available or rolling out this year.
The programs include:










Neighborhood Leadership Education – One-on-one training to help start new or grow
current associations. Marketing and engagement curriculum is complete and marketing
for the education will begin this month.
Community Enhancement Programs – engaging with residents in areas where Community
Enhancement Programs are being implemented. Our first Enhancement Program Public
Meeting was held on February 13, 2017.
The Block Party Trailer – a 6 x 12 foot trailer stocked with most of the items needed to
throw a great block party. Tables, chairs, coolers, lawn games and easels will be available
for check out to registered Associations and Crime Watches. The trailer will be available
within the next 6 weeks.
Matching Grants for Capital Improvement Program – eligible Associations can apply for
up to $2,500 in matching grants for public neighborhood amenities like entrance features,
benches, or sign toppers. Marketing and engagement curriculum is complete and
marketing for the education will begin this month.
Clean Up Blitz – residents in eligible neighborhoods, working in conjunction with Keep
Rowlett Beautiful and City staff, can upgrade their neighborhood appearance by
vegetation trimming and small painting, street and sidewalk repairs. The Blitz is then
capped off with a block party to encourage neighborhood interactions and cooperation.
Three neighborhoods are currently under consideration for the first Neighborhood Blitz as
City staff becomes available.

Becoming a trusted resource in the community is one of the most vital functions of the
Neighborhood Life Office. Identifying opportunities to engage members of the community where
they are, instead of expecting resident to come to the City, is one of the biggest components to
the success of the Neighborhood Life Office. By consistently attending community events like
HOA meetings, Chamber of Commerce meetings, Garland Independent School District events,
Keep Rowlett Beautiful events and City Council meetings, residents can see that City staff is
invested in maintaining and upgrading the quality of life experienced by all of our residents in each
of our neighborhoods.

RECOMMENDED ACTION
Information only, no action required.

AGENDA DATE: 03/07/17

AGENDA ITEM: 5A

TITLE
Presentation of Proclamation to Lance Williams in recognition of achieving the rank of Eagle
Scout.
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Laura Hallmark, City Secretary
ATTACHMENT
Proclamation

EAGLE SCOUT LANCE WILLIAMS
WHEREAS, Since the Boy Scouts of America was chartered by Congress in 1910,
only five percent of boys entering the Boy Scouts achieve the rank of Eagle Scout, which is
approximately two million – including military leaders, astronauts, state and national elected
officials, and even a president; and
WHEREAS, Lance Williams has conquered many milestones since his entrance into
scouting when he joined Troop 1989. Lance has received numerous awards and has earned
29 merit badges; and
WHEREAS, Lance has attained leadership positions during his time in scouting
including Troop Guide, Librarian, Patrol Leader, and Senior Patrol Leader; and
WHEREAS, Lance’s Eagle Scout Project involved reviving a memorial garden at
Kimberlin Academy, his former elementary school. This project included the planning and
proposal to GISD, obtaining donations, coordination of 24 volunteers over 100 hours, to
install fresh dirt, an irrigation system, plants and mulch; and
WHEREAS, Lance received his rank of Eagle Scout in August, 2016, and was
publicly recognized at an Eagle Court of Honor held on his behalf on February 25, 2017.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Todd W. Gottel, Mayor of the City of Rowlett, Texas, and on
behalf of the City Council, do hereby give special recognition to

EAGLE SCOUT LANCE WILLIAMS
in the City of Rowlett, Texas, and encourage the citizens of the community to join me with
sincere congratulations to Lance in attaining this great achievement.

7th

March

17

AGENDA DATE: 03/07/17

AGENDA ITEM: 5B

TITLE
Presentation of Proclamation recognizing Engineers Week during February 19 – 25, 2017.
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Shawn Poe, Director of Public Works
Walter Allison, City Engineer
Tyson Thompson, Assistant City Engineer
SUMMARY
This item is to proclaim February 19 – 25, 2017 as National Engineers Week recognizing the
contributions engineers have on the community and society.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
This is an annual event sponsored by the National Society of Professional Engineers and is
observed during the full week that President George Washington’s Birthday occurs (February 22).
This year, Engineer’s Week was February 19-25.
DISCUSSION
Engineers Week was created in honor of our first President George Washington’s contributions
to engineering as a military engineer and land surveyor. Engineers Week, a formal coalition of
more than 75 engineering, professional, and technical societies and more than 50 corporations
and government agencies, was founded in 1951 by the National Society of Professional
Engineers. The program is dedicated to ensuring a diverse and well-educated future engineering
workforce by increasing understanding of and interest in engineering and technology careers
among young students and by promoting pre-college literacy in math and science. Engineers
Week also raises public understanding and appreciation of engineers’ contributions to society.
Engineers Week raises the public awareness about the importance of engineers’ contribution to
society through the sponsorship of national programs and activities. These programs and
activities include the following:
− Introduce a Girl to Engineering Day (February 23)
− Global Marathon For, By, and About Women in Engineering & Technology (March 8-9)
− New Faces in Engineering
− DiscoverE
− Family Day (February 20)
− Engineer Your Life
− Future City Competition
− Dream Big
Information on these and other events during Engineers Week can be viewed at
http://www.discovere.org/our-programs/engineers-week

ATTACHMENTS
Proclamation – National Engineers Week

NATIONAL ENGINEERS WEEK
WHEREAS, engineers have used their professional, scientific and technical
knowledge and skills in creative and innovative ways to fulfill society's needs; and
WHEREAS, engineers face the major technological challenges of our time-from
rebuilding towns devastated by natural disasters to designing an information superhighway
that will speed our country into the future; and
WHEREAS, engineers are a crucial link in research, development, and
demonstration and in transforming scientific discoveries into useful products, and we will
look more than ever to engineers and their knowledge and skills to meet the challenges of
the future; and
WHEREAS, engineers play a crucial role in developing the consensus engineering
standards that permit modern economies and societies to exist; and
WHEREAS, engineers are encouraging our young math and science students to see
themselves as possible future engineers and to realize the practical power of their
knowledge; and
WHEREAS, the National Society of Professional Engineers through National
Engineers Week and other activities is raising public awareness of engineers’ significant,
positive contributions to societal needs.
NOW THEREFORE, I, Todd W. Gottel, Mayor of the City of Rowlett, Texas and on
behalf of the City Council, do hereby proclaim February 19 - February 25, 2017

NATIONAL ENGINEERS WEEK
in the City of Rowlett and urge all citizens in our community to support our City Engineer,
Assistant City Engineer, and the other staff engineers in their contributions to our community.
7th

March

17

AGENDA DATE: 03/07/17

AGENDA ITEM: 5C

TITLE
Presentation of Proclamation in recognition of March, 2017 as Purchasing Month.
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Kim Wilson, Chief Financial Officer
Vicki Alfaro, Purchasing Agent
SUMMARY
This item is to proclaim March 2017 as Purchasing Month by recognizing the contributions the
public procurement profession has on the community and society.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
This is an annual event sponsored by the National Institute of Public Procurement and is observed
during the month of March.
DISCUSSION
Purchasing Month was created to acknowledge an elite group of professionals that have made a
difference in governmental efficiency and effectiveness. Government procurement focuses on the
support of its internal customers to ensure they effectively achieve the agency’s missions, while
serving as stewards of the public whose tax dollars bring to life the political will of its governing
body.
Public procurement benefits a government and its citizens by facilitating the supply of goods and
services at the lowest cost possible to maximize the expenditure of tax dollars, in an open, fair
and transparent manner. With the ever-increasing demand for services and generally static
revenues, public procurement plays an important role in maximizing allocated tax dollars.
Information on procurement events may be viewed at http://www.nigp.org/home/attend-events.
ATTACHMENTS
Proclamation – Purchasing Month

PURCHASING MONTH
WHEREAS, the procurement profession plays a significant role in the
efficiency of both government and business; and
WHEREAS, in addition to the purchase of goods and services,
procurement adds value to the organization by performing such functions as:
executing, implementing and administering contracts, developing strategic
procurement strategies, and cultivating working relationships with suppliers and
customers within the organization; and
WHEREAS, public procurement professionals in the City of Rowlett, and
in other public and private organizations have tremendous influence on the
economic conditions in the United States, with accumulative purchasing power
running into the billions of dollars; and
WHEREAS, the Purchasing Division of the City of Rowlett is committed to
providing high caliber, strategic logistical, and operational support to all
departments within the City, and recognizes, supports, and practices the Public
Procurement Values and Guiding Principles of Accountability, Ethics, Impartiality,
Professionalism, Service and Transparency, established by The Institute for
Public Procurement, as fundamental tenets of the public procurement profession;
and
WHEREAS, The Institute for Public Procurement has proclaimed the
month of March as Purchasing Month to further expand the awareness of the role
of purchasing professionals to governmental officials, the general public,
business, and corporate leaders.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Todd W. Gottel, Mayor of the City of Rowlett,
Texas, and on behalf of the City Council, do hereby proclaim the month of March
as Purchasing Month and urge all citizens to join the City of Rowlett in
recognizing the role of the purchasing and materials management professions
within business, industry, and government.

AGENDA DATE: 03/07/17

AGENDA ITEM: 5D

TITLE
Presentation of donation to Rebuild Rowlett for survivors of the December 26, 2015, tornado from
#RowlettSTRONG and the Citywide Spirit Event held on January 26, 2017.
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Brian Funderburk, City Manager
SUMMARY
On December 26, 2015, the City of Rowlett was hit by an E4 tornado. The path of destruction was
three and half miles long and one half mile wide. The tornado totally destroyed hundreds of homes
and damaged hundreds more homes leaving hundreds of Rowlett Citizens homeless.
As of this date, there are still many families trying to recover from the devastaaing ravages of that
night. #RowlettSTRONG has been instrumental in helping to raise funds for the Rebuild Rowlett
fund over the past year and is continuing to do so in 2017. The first of several fundraisers was
conducted on January 26, 2017, at local restaurants where a percentage of their daily earnings
were given to the Rebuild Rowlett fund. A total of 13 restaurants participated in the Citywide Spirit
Event and raised a total of $3929.13 for Rebuild Rowlett. Thank you to each of the restaurants
listed below. We appreciate your generous spirit of giving back to the community!
Thank you to #RowlettSTRONG for continuing to support Rowlett families in their time of need.
Baker’s Ribs
Chick-fil-A
Dalrock Diner
Dickey’s Barbeque
El Centro Mexican Restaurant
Jimmy John’s
McAlister’s Deli
McDonald’s
Mr. Jim’s Pizza
Nick’s Sports Grill
Nothing Bundt Cakes
Pancho & Lefty’s Mexican Restaurant
Splits Grill

AGENDA DATE: 03/07/17

AGENDA ITEM: 5E

TITLE
Update from the City Council and Management: Financial Position, Major Projects, Operational
Issues, Upcoming Dates of Interest and Items of Community Interest.
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Brian Funderburk, City Manager

AGENDA DATE: 03/07/17

AGENDA ITEM: 7A

TITLE
Consider action to approve minutes from the February 21, 2017 City Council Regular Meeting
and the February 28, 2017 City Council Special Meeting.
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Laura Hallmark, City Secretary
SUMMARY
Section 551.021 of the Government Code provides as follows:
(a)

A governmental body shall prepare and keep minutes or make a tape recording of
each open meeting of the body.

(b)

The minutes must:
(1) state the subject of each deliberation; and
(2) indicate each vote, order, decisions or other action taken.

RECOMMENDED ACTION
Move to approve minutes from the February 21, 2017 City Council Regular Meeting and the
February 28, 2017 City Council Special Meeting.
ATTACHMENTS
02/21/17 City Council Regular Meeting Minutes
02/28/17 City Council Special Meeting Minutes

City of Rowlett

4000 Main Street
Rowlett, TX 75088
www.rowlett.com

Meeting Minutes
City Council

City of Rowlett City Council meetings are available to all persons regardless of disability. If you
require special assistance, please contact the City Secretary at 972-412-6115 or write 4000 Main
Street, Rowlett, Texas, 75088, at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting.
Tuesday, February 21, 2017

6:15 P.M.

Municipal Building – 4000 Main Street

As authorized by Section 551.071 of the Texas Government Code, this meeting may be
convened into closed Executive Session for the purpose of seeking confidential legal advice from
the City Attorney on any agenda item herein.
The City of Rowlett reserves the right to reconvene, recess or realign the Regular Session or
called Executive Session or order of business at any time prior to adjournment.
Present: Mayor Gottel, Mayor Pro Tem Dana-Bashian, Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Sheffield,
Councilmember Bobbitt, Councilmember van Bloemendaal, Councilmember
Brown and Councilmember Hargrave
1.

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Gottel called the meeting to order at 6:16 p.m.

2.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

2A.

The City Council shall convene into executive session pursuant to the Texas Government Code,
§551.074 (Personnel) to deliberate on the evaluation and duties of the City Manager. (30 minutes)
THIS ITEM WILL BE DISCUSSED FOLLOWING THE REGULAR PORTION OF THE MEETING
In Executive Session at 10:00 p.m. Out at 11:24 p.m.

3.

WORK SESSION (6:15 P.M.) *Times listed are approximate.

3A.

Discuss Financial Services Department policy regarding the payment of penalties by established
area assistance programs that assist citizens of Rowlett with utility bills and implementation of a
leak adjustment policy. (30 minutes)
Kim Wilson, Director of Financial Services, presented possible internal policy for the following:
 Up to three months of penalty fees could be waived once per rolling twelve month period
when an established assistance organization provides for the payment of past-due
residential utility bill.
 Disconnect and reconnect fees will not be waived as these incur direct costs to the utility.
A proposed residential leak adjustment policy as follows:
 Proof of an actual leak and the repair of the leak must be provided.









Once per rolling twelve-month period for residential customers.
No adjustments will be given for sprinkler systems, swimming pool equipment, commodes,
above ground leaks or other leaks that should be noticeable by the residential customer.
Adjustments will be given to the date the residential customer is notified by the City or the
date the leak is repaired, whichever is earlier.
The adjustment will be for a maximum of two months billed consumption.
The adjustment will be calculated using the prior year consumption for the months being
adjusted. If a customer does not have 12 months of consumption history, the adjustment
will be calculated using the prior six months average.
The adjustment will be limited to 50 percent of the consumption attributable to the leak, at
the rate billed.

It was the consensus of Council to proceed with the proposed internal policy.
3B.

Receive a briefing regarding the annexation of approximately 733.83 +/- feet of the Dalrock Road
right-of-way, a recorded public right-of-way, located within the exclusive extraterritorial jurisdiction
of the City of Rowlett, and situated in Dallas and Rockwall Counties, Texas, beginning at its
intersection with the southern boundary line of the Missouri Kansas-Texas Railroad tract, a public
railroad right-of-way, and running southward to its intersection with the northern boundary line of
Interstate Highway 30, a public right-of way. (15 minutes)
Tony Felts, Planning Manager, presented the details regarding the annexation process, the
requirements for the public hearings, and the timeline for the process.

3C.

Discuss Life Message proposed development generally located at the intersection of Dalrock
Road and Princeton Road. (30 minutes)
Marc Kurbansade, Director of Development Services, presented preliminary information on what
Life Message is wanting to develop. Chris Kizziar, President of Life Message, provided more
details and clarification. Councilmembers had recommendations for Mr. Kizziar on how to engage
the neighborhood ahead of time to help introduce his organization to their community.

4.

DISCUSS CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS
Mayor Pro Tem Dana-Bashian requested that item 7D be pulled for Individual Consideration.
Council adjourned the Work Session at 7:20 p.m.
CONVENE INTO THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS (7:30 P.M.)
Council reconvened in the Regular Session at 7:30 p.m.
INVOCATION – Dretha Burris, First Rowlett United Methodist Church
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Led by the City Council
TEXAS PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

5.

PRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS

5A.

Receive the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for the fiscal year ended September 30,
2016, which includes the independent auditors' report.
Kim Wilson, Director of Financial Services, introduced the Accounting Department staff – Patricia
Saenz, Denise Gomez, Kim Jones, Kaitlin Watkins, Wendy Badgett, Brandie Gustafson, and Tara
Lopez, who help facilitate the audit process. Ms. Wilson then introduced Sara Dempsey with
Weaver and Tidwell, who presented the auditor’s report.
Ms. Dempsey reported an unmodified opinion, which is the best report that the City could receive.

5B.

Hear presentation of the Comprehensive Monthly Financial report for the period ending December
31, 2016.
Ms. Wilson presented the financial report.

5C.

Hear a presentation on the Quarterly Investment Report for period ending December 31, 2016.
Ms. Wilson presented the investment report.

5D.

Update from the City Council and Management: Financial Position, Major Projects, Operational
Issues, Upcoming Dates of Interest and Items of Community Interest.
Mayor Gottel announced the following:

COUNCIL MEETINGS
 NEXT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETINGS WILL BE MARCH 7TH AND 21ST

P & Z MEETINGS
 NEXT MEETINGS WILL BE HELD ON TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28TH, MARCH
14TH & 28TH AT 6:30PM IN THE CITY HALL CONFERENCE ROOM
ELECTION FOR CITY COUNCILMEMBERS
 FILING PERIOD FOR CANDIDATES IS OVER
 IN PLACE ONE, COUNCILMEMBER ROBBERT van BLOEMENDAAL WILL
RUN UNOPPOSED
Ms. Hallmark, City Secretary, clarified that paperwork had been turned in for a
Write-In candidate prior to the deadline, but had to be verified. It will be done in
the morning.
 IN PLACE THREE, COUNCILMEMBER BRUCE HARGRAVE WILL RUN
UNOPPOSED
 IN PLACE FIVE, DEPUTY MAYOR PRO TEM RICK SHEFFIELD AND PAMELA
BELL WILL BE ON THE BALLOT ON MAY 6TH
 THE DEADLINE FOR WRITE-IN CANDIDATES WAS 5PM TODAY, 2-21-17
 VISIT ELECTIONS PAGE AT rowlett.com FOR MORE INFORMATION
ROWLETT CITIZEN CITY ACADEMY
 PARTICIPANT NAMES FOR THE FIRST ROWLETT CITY ACADEMY WERE
DRAWN THIS MORNING, THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO APPLIED! IF
YOU'RE NOT PART OF THIS INAUGURAL SESSION, DON’T WORRY, YOUR
SPOT IN THE NEXT CLASS IS GUARANTEED!
 CHECK OUT THE VIDEO ON THE CITY’S FACEBOOK PAGE TO SEE THE
DRAWING – facebook.com/CityofRowlettTexas
ROWLETT PUBLIC LIBRARY
YOUTH PROGRAMS
 LITTLE CRAZY 8s MATH CLUB – TUESDAYS AT 4:30 P.M. AT 5702
ROWLETT RD
NOTHING LIKE YOUR USUAL MATH CLUB! THIS RECREATIONAL, AFTERSCHOOL MATH CLUB HELPS KIDS ENJOY THE MATH BEHIND THEIR
FAVORITE ACTIVITIES LIKE BUILDING GLOW IN THE DARK STRUCTURES
OR CRACKING SECRET SPY CODES. KINDERGARTEN THROUGH 2ND
GRADE.


WHATEVER ON WEDNESDAYS (WOW) – WEDNESDAYS AT 4:30 P.M. AT
5702 ROWLETT RD
CHAT ABOUT THE LATEST TRENDS AND WHAT’S IMPORTANT TO YOU!
FOR TEENS AGES 13-18.



LOVE ON A LEASH – SECOND AND FOURTH WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH
AT 3:30 P.M. AT CITY HALL, 4000 MAIN ST. THE LIBRARY PRESENTS LOVE
ON A LEASH WHERE DOGGY READING COMPANIONS LISTEN TO A



STORY READ BY AN INDEPENDENT, YOUNG READER. CALL OR SIGN UP
AT THE LIBRARY SERVICE DESK TODAY AT 972 412-6161.
CRAZY 8s MATH CLUB – THURSDAYS AT 4:30 P.M. AT 5702 ROWLETT RD
MATH MEETS MISCHIEF AT THIS RECREATIONAL MATH CLUB FOCUSING
ON COLLABORATIVE FUN INSTEAD OF WORKSHEETS! FOR 3RD TO 5TH
GRADE LEVELS.

ADULT PROGRAMS
 SENIOR BOOK CLUB – WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1ST AT 1 P.M. AT ROWLETT
COMMUNITY CENTRE 5300 MAIN ST. THE GROUP WILL DISCUSS
FREDERIK BACKMAN’S BOOK, MY GRANDMOTHER ASKED ME TO TELL
YOU SHE'S SORRY. APRIL’S BOOK IS THE HOUR OF LAND, BY TERRY
TEMPEST WILLIAMS.
 START YOUR GARDENS – SATURDAY, MARCH 4TH AT 2 PM AT 5702
ROWLETT RD. INFORMATIVE ADULT GARDENING PROGRAM INCLUDING
TIPS ON GARDENING WITH XERIC PLANTS.
PARKS AND RECREATION
 ROWLETT COMMUNITY CENTRE NOW OFFERS SPIN, YOGA, BOOTCAMP
AND PARTNERS WITH CAMP GLADIATOR FOR AN OUTDOOR FITNESS
PROGRAM.
 STOP BY THE ROWLETT COMMUNITY CENTRE AT 5300 MAIN TO
GET A FULL FITNESS CLASS SCHEDULE.
 LOOKING TO KEEP YOUR PRE-TEEN OCCUPIED DURING SPRING BREAK.
ROWLETT PARKS AND RECREATION WILL ONCE AGAIN OFFER THE
SOAR SPRING BREAK OUT PROGRAM
 PROGRAM DATES: MARCH 13-17
 PROGRAM COST: $15 PER DAY
 PLEASE PRE-REGISTER
 ROWLETT YOUTH BASEBALL LEAGUE REGISTRATION HAS BEEN
EXTENDED UNTIL FEBRUARY 24TH!
 THEY OFFER LEAGUES FOR AGES 3-14 AND BOTH SELECT AND
DRAFT DIVISIONS ARE AVAILABLE.
 IF YOU ARE OVER 60 AND DON’T HAVE A RIDE…NO PROBLEM!
 FREE TRANSPORTATION IS PROVIDED TO ALL ROWLETT CITIZENS
OVER THE AGE OF 60 BY STAR TRANSIT TO THE ROWLETT
COMMUNITY CENTRE AND THE ROWLETT LIBRARY.
 TRANSPORTATION IS PROVIDED TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY AND
THURSDAY FROM 8AM-1PM.
 ARRANGE TRANSPORTATION BY CALLING 877-631-5278 AND
PRESSING 5.
FIRE RESCUE
 FIRE RESCUE IS OFFERING A FIRST AID/CPR CLASS
 HELD SATURDAY, MARCH 18TH FROM 8:30AM – 12:30PM
 COST IS $30 AND OPEN TO ANYONE 16 YEARS OR OLDER
 CLASS IS LIMITED TO 12 STUDENTS
 CALL 972-412-6230 TO REGISTER OR FOR MORE INFORMATION

POLICE DEPARTMENT
 WARRANT ROUND-UP
 STARTS FEBRUARY 25TH AND GOES THROUGH MARCH 12TH
 IF YOU HAVE A WARRANT WITH THE CITY OF ROWLETT, CALL THE
ROWLETT WARRANT DIVISION AT 972-463-3938 OR 972-412-6210
FOR MORE INFORMATION
 ANIMAL SHELTER
 NEXT LOW COST VACCINATION CLINIC WILL BE HELD ON SUNDAY,
MARCH 5TH, 2 – 5PM
o LOCATED AT 8502 LIBERTY GROVE RD. @ LIBERTY GROVE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL
 ANIMAL SHELTER IS OPEN MONDAY – SATURDAY, 10AM – 5PM AND
LOCATED AT 4402 INDUSTRIAL STREET
 TONIGHT’S FEATURED ANIMAL IS PIPPI. SHE’S A MEDIUM SIZED
FEMALE AUSTRALIAN CATTLE DOG MIX THAT HAS WHITE WITH
BLACK MARKINGS.
SHE’S APPROXIMATELY 2-3 YEARS OLD.
ADOPTABLE PETS.
Mayor Pro Tem Dana-Bashian announced the 2nd Rebuild Rowlett Citywide Spirit event
on Thursday, February 23rd, where local restaurants offer a portion of their proceeds to
raise funds for those families affected by the 2015 tornado. For more information and an
updated list of participating restaurants, visit RowlettStrong.org or the Rebuild Rowlett
facebook page.
Councilmember van Bloemendaal named the restaurants participating.
Councilmember Bobbitt stated that there are still families who do have a need for
assistance and there is continued need for fundraising.
Councilmember Brown announced the Keep Rowlett Beautiful Electronics
Recycling/Shredding/Spring Clean event on Saturday, March 25th at Rowlett High School
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. KRB is partnering this year with Life Message and the opportunity
is there for a true Spring Cleaning – you can bring clothing items to donate as well.
Shredding will be limited: the first 3 boxes are free and there will be a nominal fee of
$3/each for an additional 4 boxes.
6.

CITIZENS’ INPUT
Javier Lopez, 7713 Seascape, Rowlett; spoke regarding construction noise from Bayside North.

7.

CONSENT AGENDA

7A.

Consider action to approve minutes from the February 7, 2017, City Council Regular Meeting.
This item was approved on the Consent Agenda.

7B.

Consider action to approve a resolution accepting the bid of and authorizing staff to issue a
purchase order for the purchase of one crew cab 5500 Dodge Ram truck in the amount of
$57,803.00 to Love Field-CDJR for the Fleet Department through the Interlocal Cooperative
Purchasing Agreement with the Texas Local Government Purchasing Cooperative (HGAC Buy),
Contract #HT06-16.
This item was approved as RES-020-17 on the Consent Agenda.

7C.

Consider approving a Joint Election Contract with Dallas County Elections Department for the
May 6, 2017, General Election for City Council, which includes the possible runoff election to be
held June 10, 2017.
This item was approved on the Consent Agenda.

7D.

Consider action to approve a resolution calling upon the 85th Texas Legislature to enact House
Bill 1694 that would authorize the City of Rowlett to pledge certain tax revenue for hotel projects,
and House Bill 1264 relating to concurrent jurisdiction of municipal courts.
This item was pulled for Individual Consideration.
Jim Grabenhorst, Director of Economic Development, provided an overview of the proposed
legislation.
A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Dana-Bashian, seconded by Councilmember
Hargrave, to approve the item as presented. The motion carried with a unanimous vote of
those members present. This item was approved as RES-021-17.

7E.

Consider action to approve a resolution providing a de minimus contribution in the form of a partial
final plat application fee waiver as a commitment of development funding in support of the
application by Amtex Rowlett Fund, LP for the 2017 Competitive Housing Tax Credit Program
through the Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs (TDHCA Application Number
17133).
This item was approved as RES-022-17 on the Consent Agenda.

7F.

Consider action to approve a resolution providing a de minimus contribution in the form of a partial
final plat application fee waiver as a commitment of development funding in support of the
application by Rowlett Housing Partners, Ltd. for the 2017 Competitive Housing Tax Credit
Program through the Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs (TDHCA Application
Number 17389).
This item was approved as RES-023-17 on the Consent Agenda.

7G.

Consider action to approve a resolution providing a de minimus contribution in the form of a partial
final plat application fee waiver as a commitment of development funding in support of the
application by Pedcor Investments-2017-CXLI for the 2017 Competitive Housing Tax Credit

Program through the Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs (TDHCA Application
Number 17363).
This item was approved as RES-024-17 on the Consent Agenda.
Passed the Consent Agenda
A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Sheffield, seconded by Councilmember
Brown, including all the preceding items marked as having been approved on the Consent
Agenda. The motion carried with a unanimous vote of those members present.
8.

ITEMS FOR INDIVIDUAL CONSIDERATION

8A.

Conduct a public hearing and consider a resolution approving a Substantial Amendment to the
City of Rowlett’s Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 2015 and 2016 Annual Plans to
reallocate grant funds to Public Facilities.
Mr. Kurbansade reviewed the changes that were being made to the Plans. The public hearing
opened and closed with no speakers.
A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Sheffield, seconded by Councilmember van
Bloemendaal, to approve the item as presented. The motion carried with a unanimous vote
of those members present. This item was approved as RES-025-17.

8B.

Conduct the first public hearing regarding the annexation of approximately 733.83 +/- feet of the
Dalrock Road right-of-way, a recorded public right-of-way, located within the exclusive
extraterritorial jurisdiction of the City of Rowlett, and situated in Dallas and Rockwall Counties,
Texas, beginning at its intersection with the southern boundary line of the Missouri Kansas-Texas
Railroad tract, a public railroad right-of-way, and running southward to its intersection with the
northern boundary line of Interstate Highway 30, a public right-of way.
Tony Felts, Planning Manager, presented the details regarding the annexation process, the
requirements for the public hearings, and the timeline for the process.
The public hearing opened and closed with no speakers. There was no action taken.

8C.

Conduct a public hearing and take action on a request for two Major Warrants for the Bayside
North Single Family development, located at 2192 Fuqua Road, further described as being 85.5+/acres in the Charles D Merrell Survey, Abstract Number 145.731, City of Rowlett, Dallas County
Texas.
Mr. Kurbansade presented the information for this item. Kent Donahue, Principal Developer,
provided additional information and clarification. The public hearing opened and closed with one
speaker: Javier Lopez, 7713 Seascape, Rowlett; spoke regarding construction noise from
Bayside North.

A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Dana-Bashian, seconded by Councilmember
Bobbitt, to approve the item as presented. The motion carried with a vote of six in favor
and one opposed (Sheffield). This item was approved as ORD-004-17.
8D.

Consider action to approve an ordinance amending the Code of Ordinances of the City of Rowlett,
Texas, by amending Chapter 66 (“Traffic and Vehicles”) to amend Article IV (“Weight Limits”), by
amending Section 66-204 to revise the single and tandem axle load limits on Miller Road between
the President George Bush Turnpike (PGBT) and Dalrock Road.
Shawn Poe, Director of Public Works, presented the background information for this item.
A motion was made by Councilmember van Bloemendaal, seconded by Councilmember
Bobbitt, to approve the item as presented. The motion carried with a unanimous vote of
those members present. This item was approved as ORD-005-17.

8E.

Conduct a public hearing and take action on a rezoning request from Single Family-8 (SF-8) to a
Planned Development (PD) with an underlying Single Family-8 (SF-8) base zoning. The subject
property is located at 7300 Woodmere Drive, further described as being 6.36 +/- acres in the
James Saunders Survey, Abstract #1424, City of Rowlett, Dallas County, Texas.
Mr. Felts presented the information for this item. The public hearing opened and closed with two
speakers:
1. Julie Plumber, 7614 Westover, Rowlett; spoke regarding the potential parking issues.
2. Dub Duphrate, 2235 Ridge Road, Rockwall; spoke on behalf of the applicant.
A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Sheffield, seconded by Councilmember
Hargrave, to approve the item as presented. The motion carried with a unanimous vote of
those members present. This item was approved as ORD-006-17.
After a short break at 9:44 p.m., Council reconvened in the Conference Room at 9:59 p.m. to
discuss Executive Session Item 2A.
TAKE ANY NECESSARY OR APPROPRIATE ACTION ON CLOSED/EXECUTIVE SESSION
MATTERS
There was no action taken.

9.

ADJOURNMENT
Mayor Gottel adjourned the meeting at 11:24 p.m.

City of Rowlett
Special Meeting Minutes

4000 Main Street
Rowlett, TX 75088
www.rowlett.com

City Council
City of Rowlett City Council meetings are available to all persons regardless of disability. If you
require special assistance, please contact the City Secretary at 972-412-6115 or write 4000 Main
Street, Rowlett, Texas, 75088, at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting.
Tuesday, February 28, 2017

6:45 P.M.

Municipal Building – 4000 Main Street
City Hall Conference Room

As authorized by Section 551.071 of the Texas Government Code, this meeting may be
convened into closed Executive Session for the purpose of seeking confidential legal advice from
the City Attorney on any agenda item herein.
The City of Rowlett reserves the right to reconvene, recess or realign the Regular Session or
called Executive Session or order of business at any time prior to adjournment.
Present: Mayor Gottel, Mayor Pro Tem Dana-Bashian, Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Sheffield,
Councilmember Bobbitt, Councilmember van Bloemendaal, Councilmember
Brown, and Councilmember Hargrave
1.

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Gottel called the meeting to order at 6:45 p.m.

2.

EXECUTIVE SESSION ITEM

2A.

The City Council shall convene into Executive Session pursuant to the Texas Government Code,
§551.074 – Personnel Matters, to deliberate the appointment, employment, evaluation,
reassignment, duties, discipline, or dismissal of a public officer or employee: Municipal Court
Judges.
In Executive Session at 6:46 p.m. Out at 8:11 p.m.
TAKE ANY NECESSARY OR APPROPRIATE ACTION ON CLOSED/EXECUTIVE SESSION
MATTERS
A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Dana-Bashian, seconded by Councilmember
Brown, to appoint Dana Huffman and Christopher Kilgore to serve as temporary
replacements to be available to serve for a Rowlett Municipal Judge who is temporarily
absent due to illness, family death, continuing legal or judicial education programs, or any
other reason, and authorize the Mayor to execute agreements with said individuals in the
form and content approved by the city Attorney regarding the foregoing appiontments.
The motion carried with a unanimous vote of those members present.

3.

ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Gottel adjourned the meeting at 8:12 p.m.

AGENDA DATE: 03/07/17

AGENDA ITEM: 7B

TITLE
Consider action to approve a resolution authorizing the purchase and expenditure for the
acquisition of a waterline easement and temporary construction easement from First United
Methodist Church of Rowlett in the amount of $65,000 for CIP Project WA2115 - 16-Inch Water
Line along the President George Bush Turnpike (PGBT) frontage road from State Highway 66 to
Main Street and authorizing the City Manager to execute the purchase order for said purchase.
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Shawn Poe, PE – Director of Public Works
Walter Allison, PE – City Engineer
SUMMARY
The waterline easement acquisition is needed for the construction of a 16-inch water line along
the PGBT frontage road from State Highway 66 (SH66) to Main Street and is necessary for
completion of the Upper Pressure Plane Project.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The City is developing an upper pressure plane to enhance water pressure in the western and
northwestern areas of the City. Freese and Nichols, Inc. (FNI) analyzed the water system and
recommended additional improvements to increase pressure in these areas of the City. The 16inch water line from SH66 to Main Street is a vital link for distribution to the western areas of the
City and development of the upper pressure plane. It will connect existing lines in the area west
of PGBT including the recently completed 16-inch water line in Main Street.

On January 5, 2016, Council approved a Professional Services Agreement with RJN Group,
Incorporated for engineering design of the 16-inch water line along the PGBT frontage road from
SH66 to Main Street.
On February 7, 2017, the City Council awarded a contract with Wildstone Construction, LLC in
the amount of $724,907 for the total base bid of Alternate A with a five percent (5%) contingency
for $36,245 and up to $5,000 for an early completion bonus, resulting in a total project amount of
$766,152 for CIP Project WA2215 16-Inch Water Line along the PGBT frontage road from SH66
to Main Street.
DISCUSSION
This project is one of two remaining water lines to complete for the pressure plane project. On
January 3, 2017, Council approved an award of a construction contract to Armadillo Underground
Utilities for construction of a 16-inch water line at Rowlett Road and SH66, the second remaining
water line for construction in the pressure plane project. Both are projected for completion in
Spring, 2017.
Segments of the 16-inch water line along the PGBT between SH 66 and Main Street were
proposed with the rights-of-way of Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART) and the Texas Department
of Transportation (TxDOT). Staff reviewed the cost impacts for construction within these agencies’
rights-of-way and developed two alternate alignments in an effort to reduce costs associated with
construction within the DART and TxDOT rights-of-way. Alternate A is within the TxDOT right-ofway along the entire length. Alternate B is developed with an approximate 800 foot segment within
the First United Methodist Church (FUMC) of Rowlett property. Staff approached FUMC about
acquiring a 10’ waterline easement in order to construct the waterline on the FUMC property as
part of Alternate B.
A 10’ temporary construction easement paralleling the 10’ permanent easement is also required
so the contractor has the room to install the waterline. The temporary construction easement is
for a six month timeframe beginning when the easement is filed with Dallas County. The area
within the permanent easement and temporary construction easement will be restored to its
original or better condition after the waterline is installed.
An appraisal of the easement was completed and staff reached an agreement to acquire the 10’
waterline easement from the FUMC. By partnering with the City and FUMC dedicating the
waterline easement, the City will save approximately $50,000 in construction costs due to the
waterline being constructed in a clear corridor.
FISCAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS
Funds were previously encumbered for the project in the amount of $766,152 from the funding
sources shown below for Alternate A. Since the easement was acquired and the project will be
using Alternate B through the FUMC property, a change order will be processed to the contract
with Wildstone for their Alternate B bid. Therefore, the project budget will total $647,266.10, which
includes the Alternate B bid, a 5% contingency, and a $5,000.00 early completion bonus. This is

a savings of $118,885.90 ($766,152.00 – $647,266.10 = $118,885.90). The easement acquisition
costs, which includes the appraisal and easement purchase price, will be funded using this project
cost savings.
Project/Account
Code
WA2115
WA1108
tbd
TOTAL

Project/Account Title
16-Inch Water Line from SH66
to Main Street
Miscellaneous Water Line
Replacement
Water Utility Impact Fees

Budget
Amount

Proposed
Amount

$388,937

$388,937

$317,680

$164,850

$212,365

$212,365
$766,152

RECOMMENDED ACTION
Staff recommends City Council adopt a resolution approving the purchase and expenditure for
the acquisition of a waterline easement and temporary construction easement from First United
Methodist Church of Rowlett in the amount of $65,000 for CIP Project WA2115 - 16-Inch Water
Line along the PGBT frontage road from State Highway 66 to Main Street and authorizing the City
Manager to execute the purchase order for said purchase.
RESOLUTION
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROWLETT, TEXAS, APPROVING
THE PURCHASE AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE ACQUISITION OF A WATERLINE
EASEMENT (8,010 S.F.), AND A TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION EASEMENT (7,444 S.F.)
ALONG THE PRESIDENT GEORGE BUSH TURNPIKE FRONTAGE ROAD FROM STATE
HIGHWAY 66 TO MAIN STREET IN THE AMOUNT OF SIXTY-FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS
($65,000.00) FROM THE FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF ROWLETT;
AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE ALL NECESSARY LEGAL
DOCUMENTATION FOR SAID ACQUISITION; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, it is necessary for the City to purchase a waterline easement (8,010 s.f.) and
a temporary construction easement (7,444 s.f.) in order to begin construction on the 16-inch
waterline along the President George Bush Turnpike (PGBT) frontage from State Highway 66 to
Main Street; a copy of which is attached hereto and incorporated as Exhibit A; and
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Rowlett, Texas desires to proceed with the
construction of the 16-inch waterline along the PGBT frontage road from SH 66 to Main Street.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
ROWLETT, TEXAS:
Section 1:
That the purchase of a waterline easement (8,010 s.f.) and temporary
construction easement (7,444 s.f.), further described in the documents attached hereto

and incorporated herein as Exhibit “A” and Exhibit “B,” is hereby approved in the amount
of sixty-five thousand dollars ($65,000) from the First United Methodist Church of Rowlett.
Section 2:
That the City Council of the City of Rowlett does hereby authorize the
Mayor to execute the necessary legal documents to acquire the easements set forth in
Section 1 herein after City Attorney approval.
ATTACHMENTS
Exhibit A – Easement Description
Exhibit B – Easement Layout

AGENDA DATE: 03/07/17

AGENDA ITEM: 7C

TITLE
Consider action to adopt an ordinance amending the Fiscal Year 2017 (FY2017) Operating and
Capital Improvements Program Budgets.
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Kim Wilson, Chief Financial Officer
SUMMARY
City staff has completed a detailed analysis of revenues and expenditures and recommends
adjustments consistent with that analysis. Staff continues to monitor the budget and the cost
controls established to mitigate the impact of any changes in financial position.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
On September 20, 2016, the City Council adopted the operating and capital improvements
program budgets for FY2017. The fiscal year for the City of Rowlett is October 1 through
September 30. Budget amendments represent a visible demonstration that the municipality
manages its fiscal affairs appropriately and transparently.
DISCUSSION
OPERATING BUDGET CHANGES
The Adopted FY2017 Budget totaled $92.8 million across all funds. The changes outlined in the
table below reflect City Council requests to fund a judicial services department and develop a
residential rental inspections program. These changes also update property tax collections to the
official Levy, reflect insurance proceeds received and expended, adjust receipts for the sale of
assets and fees for the Bayside Public Improvement District (PID), increases funding for
Multiplexer Units (MXU’s), i.e. utility radio reading devices, for new development, and reduce the
transfer to Economic Development to reflect the net savings resulting from the hiring date for new
personnel.

FUND

General

DESCRIPTION

Miscellaneous
Revenues &
Insurance
Proceeds

FY2017
ADOPTED
BUDGET

194,014

AMENDMENT

243,000

FY2017
REVISED
BUDGET

437,014

COMMENTS
Increase revenues to
reflect auction
proceeds, Non BQ
PID Settlement, &
Insurance Proceeds

FUND

DESCRIPTION

FY2017
ADOPTED
BUDGET

AMENDMENT

FY2017
REVISED
BUDGET

COMMENTS

General

Property Taxes

21,686,333

(682,396)

21,003,937

Property Tax
collections reflect
official levy received
from Dallas County

General

Maintenance &
Repairs

90,200

13,000

103,200

Insurance proceeds

General

Personnel
Expenses

General

Transfer Out –
Economic
Development

General

Judicial Services

General

Building
Inspections

General

Transfer Out – GF
Cash CIP

General

TML Insurance

General

Fund Balance
Impact

Utility Fund

Supplies

Utility Fund

Fund Balance
Impact

Reduce personnel
costs to reflect
vacant positions and
timing of hire dates
Capture savings from
hire date of new
employee in
Economic
Development Fund

(300,000)

(509,408)

(809,408)

384,335

(33,541)

350,794

98,379

131,860

230,239

Fund Judicial
Services Department

796,614

Fund Rental
Inspections Program
for ½ year

673,614

123,000

1,935,222

140,000

2,075,222

Increase Capital
Funding in GF
Capital Maintenance
Fund

267,271

71,172

338,443

Increase in TML
Insurance Premiums
Fund Balance
Decrease

(379,479)

23,644

52,500

(52,500)

76,144

Increase of MXU’s to
provide for growth
and paid for by
builders
Fund Balance
Decrease

FUND

DESCRIPTION

FY2017
ADOPTED
BUDGET

AMENDMENT

FY2017
REVISED
BUDGET

COMMENTS

Economic
Development

Transfer In –
General Fund

384,335

(33,541)

350,794

Economic
Development

Personnel

295,947

(33,541)

262,406

Economic
Development

Fund Balance
Impact

No Fund Balance
Change

Debt Service

Property Tax

9,285,158

(296,494)

8,988,664

Property Tax
collections reflect
official levy received
from Dallas County

Debt Service

Conduit Debt

116,882

(116,882)

0

Conduit debt paid off
in FY2016

Debt Service

Fund Balance
Impact

(179,612)

Reduce Transfer to
ED & Personnel
Expense to reflect
hiring date of new
employee

Fund Balance
Decrease

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS
As indicated, this ordinance adjusts revenues and expenditures adopted in the FY2017 Budget.
Exhibit A to the proposed ordinance details changes to the operating budgets.
RECOMMENDED ACTION
City staff recommends the City Council adopt an ordinance approving the FY2017 budget
amendments as presented.
ORDINANCE
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ROWLETT, TEXAS, AMENDING ORDINANCE NUMBER
ORD-034-16, REPRESENTING THE 2017 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET; PROVIDING THAT
EXPENDITURES FOR SAID FISCAL YEAR BE MADE IN ACCORDANCE WITH SAID
AMENDED BUDGET; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, on September 20, 2016, the City Council of the City of Rowlett, Texas,
adopted its budget for Fiscal Year 2015-2016 by adopting Ordinance Number ORD-034-16; and
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Rowlett, Texas, has determined, after due
consideration and study, that it is necessary to the efficient business and operation of the City to
amend the budget for fiscal year 2016-2017; and

WHEREAS, there are adequate funds available for such amendment; and
WHEREAS the budget amendments set forth hereinafter are in the best interest of the
public health, safety, and welfare.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
ROWLETT, TEXAS:
Section 1:
That Ordinance No. ORD-034-16, the Fiscal Year 2017 Budget Ordinance
of the City of Rowlett, Texas, adopted on or about September 20, 2016 is hereby amended
in accordance with the documents attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit “A”,
and all funds authorized and expended as set forth herein shall be deemed to be properly
expended and approved as provided by law.
Section 2:
That the City is hereby authorized to expend those funds allocated under
the budget ordinance, as amended herein and the fund balance at the end of the current
fiscal year will be carried forward to the next budget to fund the allocations for the next
fiscal year.
Section 3:
That except as amended hereby, or as heretofore amended, the provisions
of Ordinance No. ORD-034-16, the Fiscal Year 2017 Budget Ordinance, shall remain in
full force and effect.
Section 4:
That should any sentence, paragraph, subdivision, clause, phrase or
section of this ordinance be adjudged or held to be unconstitutional, illegal, or invalid, the
same shall not affect the validity of this ordinance as a whole, or any part or provision
thereof other than the part decided to be invalid, illegal or unconstitutional.
Section 5:
That this ordinance shall take effect immediately from and after its passage
as the law in such cases provides, and the Budget Officer is directed to furnish a copy of
this ordinance to the County Clerk as required by law.
ATTACHMENTS
Exhibit A – Operating Funds Budget Amendment FY2017

Exhibit A
Operating Fund Budget Amendment

FUND

General

DESCRIPTION

Miscellaneous
Revenues &
Insurance
Proceeds

FY2017
ADOPTED
BUDGET

194,014

AMENDMENT

243,000

FY2017
REVISED
BUDGET

437,014

COMMENTS
Increase revenues to
reflect auction
proceeds, Non BQ
PID Settlement, &
Insurance Proceeds

General

Property Taxes

21,686,333

(682,396)

21,003,937

Property Tax
collections reflect
official levy received
from Dallas County

General

Maintenance &
Repairs

90,200

13,000

103,200

Insurance proceeds

General

Personnel
Expenses

General

Transfer Out –
Economic
Development

General

Judicial Services

General

Building
Inspections

General

Transfer Out – GF
Cash CIP

General

TML Insurance

General

Fund Balance
Impact

Utility Fund

Supplies

Reduce personnel
costs to reflect
vacant positions and
timing of hire dates
Capture savings from
hire date of new
employee in
Economic
Development Fund

(300,000)

(509,408)

(809,408)

384,335

(33,541)

350,794

98,379

131,860

230,239

Fund Judicial
Services Department

673,614

123,000

796,614

Fund Rental
Inspections Program
for ½ year

1,935,222

140,000

2,075,222

Increase Capital
Funding in GF
Capital Maintenance
Fund

267,271

71,172

338,443

Increase in TML
Insurance Premiums
Fund Balance
Decrease

(379,479)

23,644

52,500

76,144

Increase of MXU’s to
provide for growth
and paid for by
builders

Exhibit A
Operating Fund Budget Amendment

FUND

DESCRIPTION

FY2017
ADOPTED
BUDGET

AMENDMENT

FY2017
REVISED
BUDGET

COMMENTS

Fund Balance
Decrease

Utility Fund

Fund Balance
Impact

Economic
Development

Transfer In –
General Fund

384,335

(33,541)

350,794

Economic
Development

Personnel

295,947

(33,541)

262,406

Economic
Development

Fund Balance
Impact

No Fund Balance
Change

Debt Service

Property Tax

9,285,158

(296,494)

8,988,664

Property Tax
collections reflect
official levy received
from Dallas County

Debt Service

Conduit Debt

116,882

(116,882)

0

Conduit debt paid off
in FY2016

Debt Service

Fund Balance
Impact

(52,500)

(179,612)

Reduce Transfer to
ED & Personnel
Expense to reflect
hiring date of new
employee

Fund Balance
Decrease

AGENDA DATE: 03/07/17

AGENDA ITEM: 7D

TITLE
Consider action to approve a License Agreement with Dallas Area Rapid Transit for the
construction of CIP Project WA2115 a 16-Inch Water Line along the PGBT frontage road from
State Highway 66 to Main Street and authorizing the Mayor to execute the necessary documents
for said services.
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Shawn Poe, PE – Director of Public Works
Walter Allison, PE – City Engineer
SUMMARY
This project is the construction of a 16-inch water line along the PGBT frontage road from State
Highway 66 (SH66) to Main Street and is necessary for completion of the Upper Pressure Plane
Project. The purpose of this agenda item is to approve a License Agreement with DART for the
waterline to cross the DART right-of-way.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The City is developing an upper pressure plane to enhance water pressure in the western and
northwestern areas of the City. Freese and Nichols, Inc. (FNI) analyzed the water system and
recommended additional improvements to increase pressure in these areas of the City. The 16inch water line from SH66 to Main Street is a vital link for distribution to the western areas of the
City and development of the upper pressure plane. It will connect existing lines in the area west

of President George Bush Turnpike (PGBT) including the recently completed 16-inch water line
in Main Street.
On January 3, 2016, Council approved a Professional Services Agreement with RJN Group,
Incorporated for engineering design of the 16-inch water line along the PGBT frontage road from
SH66 to Main Street.
On February 7, 2017, Council accepted the bid of and awarding of a contract to Wildstone
Construction, LLC for construction of the 16-inch water line along the PGBT frontage road from
SH66 to Main Street.
DISCUSSION
This project is one of two remaining water lines to complete for the pressure plane project. On
January 3, 2017, Council approved the award of a construction contract to Armadillo Underground
Utilities for construction of a 16-inch water line at Rowlett Road and SH66, the second remaining
water line for construction in the pressure plane project. Both are projected for completion in
Spring, 2017.
Segments of this 16-inch water line are proposed within the right-of-way of Dallas Area Rapid
Transit (DART). DART requires a License Agreement for the purposes of constructing, installing,
maintaining and operating the 16-inch water line within DART right-of-way. Therefore, the City
Council must approve the License Agreement prior to DART allowing the waterline crossing.
FISCAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS
There is no additional fiscal/budget impact resulting from Council action to approve and execute
this License Agreement with DART.
RECOMMENDED ACTION
Staff recommends City Council approve a License Agreement with DART for CIP Project WA2215
a 16-Inch Water Line along the PGBT frontage Road from State Highway 66 to Main Street and
authorize the Mayor to execute the necessary documents for said license agreement.
RESOLUTION
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROWLETT, TEXAS, APPROVING
A LICENSE AGREEMENT WITH DALLAS AREA RAPID TRANSIT FOR THE
CONSTRUCTION OF CIP PROJECT WA2215 A 16-INCH WATER LINE ALONG THE
PRESIDENT GEORGE BUSH TURNPIKE FRONTAGE ROAD FROM SH66 TO MAIN STREET;
AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE NECESSARY DOCUMENTS FOR SAID
LICENSE AGREEMENT; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, Freese and Nichols has determined that it is necessary to construct the 16inch water line along the President George Bush Turnpike (PGBT) frontage road from SH66 to
Main Street to connect to an existing 16-inch water line in Main Street for the upper pressure
plane project; and

WHEREAS, RJN Group, Inc. has developed an engineering plan for construction of the
proposed 16-inch water line from SH66 to the existing 16-inch water line in Main Street; and
WHEREAS, the engineering plan of the 16 inch water line from SH66 to Main Street
designed by RJN Group, Inc. includes a crossing of the Dallas Area Rapid Transit right of way;
and
WHEREAS, Dallas Area Rapid Transit requires a License Agreement for the City to
construct, install, operate and maintain the portion of the 16 inch water line within Dallas Area
Rapid Transit right of way; and
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Rowlett, Texas desires to approve the License
Agreement with Dallas Area Rapid Transit for the City construction, installation, operation and
maintenance of the 16 inch water line.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
ROWLETT, TEXAS:
Section 1: That the City Council of the City of Rowlett does hereby approve the
License Agreement with Dallas Area Rapid Transit for the construction, installation,
operation and maintenance of the portion of CIP Project WA2115-16 Inch Water
Line along the President George Bush Turnpike frontage road from SH66 to Main
Street within the Dallas Area Rapid Transit right of way and authorizing the Mayor
to execute the necessary documents for said services
Section 2:
That the City Council of the City of Rowlett does hereby authorize
the Mayor to execute the necessary documents to obtain said license after City
Attorney approval.
Section 3: This resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage.
ATTACHMENTS
Exhibit A – Dallas Area Rapid Transit License Agreement

AGENDA DATE: 03/07/17

AGENDA ITEM: 7E

TITLE
Consider action to approve a resolution renewing the annual contract for screening wall repair
and maintenance for the first of four one-year terms with Waterton Construction Group in the
annual amount of $50,000.
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Shawn Poe, Director of Public Works
Gary Enna, Assistant Director of Public Works
SUMMARY
The screening wall repair and maintenance program is to improve the condition of the screening
walls located within the City’s right-of-way.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The screening wall repair and maintenance contract was originally bid on December 17, 2015,
and awarded to Waterton Construction Group on April 5, 2016. The initial contract period was
March 15, 2016, through March 14, 2017, and the contract includes four one-year renewal options
if both parties are in agreement.
DISCUSSION
This renewal of the contract is the first of four renewals. The City assesses the screening walls
periodically and schedules repairs as resources allow. Furthermore, repairs are facilitated after
being notified about damage from a vehicle accident. If the responsible person is known who
caused the damage, the City bills their insurance for the repairs made afterward. Upon approval
of the renewal, Public Works will initiate repairs on the structures identified.
FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS
Funding in the amount of $50,000 is available for the purchase of these services in Project Code
(ST 2084), Screening Wall Rehabilitation. This budget includes the remaining carry-forward funds
from FY2016 Screening Wall Rehabilitation Project.
Project Code

Project Title

ST2084

Screening Wall Rehabilitation

Total

Budget
Amount

Proposed
Amount

$97,557

$50,000

$97,557

$50,000

RECOMMENDED ACTION
City staff recommends the City Council adopt a resolution renewing the annual bid to Waterton
Construction Group in the amount of $50,000 for screening wall repair and maintenance and
authorizing the Mayor to execute the Standard Public Works Construction Contract for said
service.
RESOLUTION
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROWLETT, TEXAS, RENEWING
THE ANNUAL CONTRACT FOR SCREENING WALL REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE FOR THE
FIRST OF FOUR ONE-YEAR TERMS WITH WATERTON CONSTRUCTION GROUP IN THE
TOTAL ANNUAL AMOUNT OF $50,000; AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF THE NECESSARY
DOCUMENTS; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, after obtaining competitive bids and determining the lowest responsible
bidder, on April 5, 2016, the City Council awarded the annual contract for screening wall repair
and maintenance to Waterton Construction Group in the annual amount of $50,000 for the initial
contract term of March 15, 2016, through March 14, 2017, with four optional one-year renewal
terms with the parties mutual agreement;
WHEREAS, the City Council desires to renew the annual contract for screening wall repair
and maintenance with Waterton Construction Group for the first of four one-year terms in an
annual amount of $50,000.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
ROWLETT, TEXAS:
Section 1:
That the City Council of the City of Rowlett does hereby approve
the renewal of the annual contract for screening wall repair and maintenance with
Waterton Construction Group for the first of four one-year terms in the total annual
amount of $50,000.
Section 2: That the City Council of the City of Rowlett does hereby authorize the
Mayor to execute the necessary documents after City Attorney approval and
authorizes the issuance of purchase orders to conform to this resolution.
Section 3: This resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage.
ATTACHMENTS
Attachment A – Screening Wall Map
Exhibit A – Bid tabulation

AGENDA DATE: 03/07/17

AGENDA ITEM: 8A

TITLE
Conduct the second public hearing regarding the annexation of approximately 733.83 +/- feet of
the Dalrock Road right-of-way, a recorded public right-of-way, located within the exclusive
extraterritorial jurisdiction of the City of Rowlett, and situated in Dallas and Rockwall Counties,
Texas, beginning at its intersection with the southern boundary line of the Missouri Kansas-Texas
Railroad tract, a public railroad right-of-way, and running southward to its intersection with the
northern boundary line of Interstate Highway 30, a public right-of way.
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Tony Felts, AICP, Planning Manager
SUMMARY
The City is proposing to annex a portion of the Dalrock Road right-of-way, from the Missouri
Kansas-Texas Railroad tract (also known as the DART rail line) to the right-of-way line of
Interstate Highway 30. This portion of the right-of-way of Dalrock Road was never annexed into
the City, however, the City currently maintains the roadway and has water and sewer
infrastructure in place within the area. State law requires certain notifications and two public
hearings before an ordinance annexing the property can be passed. This item is the second
public hearing.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Dallas County notified City staff that a portion of the Dalrock Road right-of-way had never been
formally annexed into the corporate limits of the City of Rowlett, despite the fact that the City
currently maintains the roadway and has public infrastructure in place within the right-of-way.
City staff researched the issue and determined that an annexation in 1983 (Ordinance No. 2-2283), which annexed the property to the east of the right-of-way did not include the right-of-way of
Dalrock Road itself. Further, the municipal boundary adjustment between the City of Dallas and
City of Rowlett associated with the Bayside Development also did not include the subject portion
of the right-of-way of Dalrock Road (Ordinance 010-15D). As such, an approximately 733.83 foot
+/- section of Dalrock Road, from the Missouri Kansas-Texas Railroad tract (also known as the
DART rail line), a public railroad right-of-way, and running southward to its intersection with the
northern boundary line of Interstate Highway 30, a public right-of way, is not within the corporate
limits of the City, but rather within the City’s extraterritorial jurisdiction.
As the City already maintains this portion of the right-of-way and has infrastructure in place in the
right-of-way, and because of the continued development of the Bayside Development property
directly adjacent to the right-of-way, staff recommends proceeding with the annexation.

DISCUSSION
The Texas Local Government Code provides a detailed process and timeline to follow for
annexations, and once the first notice is sent, the City has 90 days to complete the entire process.
A detailed timeline follows:










30 days before the first public hearing, notice must be sent to each entity which provides
services to the area proposed to be annexed (Dallas County and Rockwall County) Sent
January 20, 2017
10-20 days before the first public hearing, notice must be provided to affected school
districts (Garland ISD and Rockwall ISD) Sent February 6, 2017
10-20 days before the first public hearing, notice must be published in a newspaper of
general circulation (Dallas Morning News) Published February 6, 2017
10-20 days before the first public hearing, notice must be posted in the annexation area
Posted February 6, 2017
10-20 days before the first public hearing, notice must be published on the City’s Internet
Website, where it must remain until the date of the hearing Posted February 6, 2017
Hold the first public hearing Conducted February 21, 2017
Hold the second public hearing To be held March 7, 2017
20-40 days after the second public hearing, City Council may consider the annexation
ordinance To be considered April 4, 2017

The public hearing for March 7, 2017, is the next step in this annexation process. Consideration
of the annexation ordinance is scheduled for the April 4, 2017, meeting.
FISCAL IMPACT
As the City of Rowlett already maintains this portion of Dalrock Road and provides services to all
surrounding properties, no fiscal impact is anticipated.
RECOMMENDED ACTION
Hold the second public hearing as required by the Texas Local Government Code.
ORDINANCE
As this item is for a public hearing only, no Ordinance is to be considered.
ATTACHMENTS
Attachment 1 – Annexation Area
Attachment 2 – Ordinance 2-22-83
Attachment 3 – Ordinance 010-15D
Attachment 4 – Proposed Annexation Ordinance and Service Plan
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ORDINANCE NO. __________
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ROWLETT, TEXAS, ANNEXING THE TRACTS
OF LAND DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT “A” ATTACHED HERETO TO THE CITY OF
ROWLETT, TEXAS, AND EXTENDING THE BOUNDARY LIMITS OF THE CITY SO
AS TO INCLUDE SAID PROPERTY WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS AND GRANTING TO
ALL INHABITANTS AND OWNERS OF SAID PROPERTY ALL OF THE RIGHTS AND
PRIVILEGES OF OTHER CITIZENS AND BINDING ALL INHABITANTS BY ALL THE
ORDINANCES, ACTS, RESOLUTIONS AND REGULATIONS OF SAID CITY;
APPROVING THE ANNEXATION SERVICE PLAN ATTACHED AS EXHIBIT “B”;
PROVIDING A REPEALING CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, this ordinance pertains to the following public street rights-of-way, which are
more particularly described and identified in Exhibit “A”, attached hereto and incorporated herein:
733.83 +/- feet of Dalrock Road, from its intersection with the southern right-of-way line of the
Missouri Kansas-Texas Railroad, also known as the Dallas Area Rapid Transit Railroad, and being
the City Limit line of Rowlett, Texas, to the northern right-of way line of Interstate Highway 30,
and being the City Limit line of Rowlett, Texas; and
WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is in the best interests of the City of
Rowlett, Texas to adopt a service plan as required by Section 43.056 of the Texas Local
Government Code, as amended, for the annexed area described herein, which is attached hereto
and incorporated herein as Exhibit “B”; and
WHEREAS, the proposed annexed land is adjoining the present City limits of the City of
Rowlett on at least two sides and the members of the City Council of the City of Rowlett have
concluded that said area should be annexed and made a part of the City of Rowlett, Texas; NOW,
THEREFORE,
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WILMER,
TEXAS:
SECTION 1. That the territory, described as the public street right-of-way for 733.83 +/feet of Dalrock Road, from its intersection with the southern right-of-way line of the Missouri
Kansas-Texas Railroad, also known as the Dallas Area Rapid Transit Railroad, and being the City
Limit line of Rowlett, Texas, to the northern right-of way line of Interstate Highway 30, and being
the City Limit line of Rowlett, Texas, and being more specifically described in Exhibit “A”,
attached hereto and incorporated herein, situated within the exclusive extraterritorial jurisdiction
of the City and adjacent and contiguous thereto on at least two sides, be and the same is hereby
annexed to the City of Rowlett, Texas.
SECTION 2. That the boundary limits of the City of Rowlett, Texas, shall be and are
hereby extended to include said territory within the City limits and the territory described herein
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shall be and is hereby included within the territorial limits of the City, subject to all the acts,
ordinances, resolutions and regulations of said City.
SECTION 3. That the Annexation Service Plan, attached hereto and incorporated herein
as Exhibit “B,” which is required by Section 43.056 of the Texas Local Government Code, as
amended, for the annexed property described herein, is hereby adopted.
SECTION 4. All ordinances of the City of Rowlett, Dallas and Rockwall Counties,
Texas, in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance be, and the same are hereby, repealed;
provided, however that all other provisions of said ordinances not in conflict with the provisions
of this ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.
SECTION 5. Should any word, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, clause, phrase or
section of this ordinance, as amended hereby, be adjudged or held to be void or unconstitutional,
the same shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of said ordinance, or the City of
Rowlett, Texas Code of Ordinances, as amended hereby, which shall remain in full force and
effect.
SECTION 6. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately from and after its passage
and the publication of the caption, as the law and charter in such cases provide.
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EXHIBIT “A”
ANNEXED PROPERTY

Approximately 733.83± feet of the recorded public right-of-way of Dalrock Road, located in
Dallas and Rockwall Counties, Texas, beginning at its intersection with the southern boundary line
of the Missouri Kansas-Texas Railroad tract, a public railroad right-of-way, and running
southward to its intersection with the northern boundary line of Interstate Highway 30, a public
right-of way.

EXHIBIT “B”
ANNEXATION SERVICE PLAN
In connection with the annexation of the tracts of land by the City of Rowlett, Dallas and Rockwall
Counties, Texas, described in Exhibit “A”, the following service plan is adopted as required by
Section 43.056 of the TEXAS LOCAL GOVERNMENT CODE.
The City of Rowlett, Texas, will, to the extent it provides or authorizes such services itself or
through contractual arrangements with other entities, provide the following services in the area
upon the effective date of annexation of the area:
A. Police Protection
Police enforcement and protection services are to be provided by the extension of
patrol into the annexed area and by response from the Rowlett Police Department
to individual requests beginning on the effective date of the annexation ordinance.
B. Fire Protection (including emergency ambulance)
Fire protection personnel and equipment, and emergency medical personnel and
equipment shall be provided to the annexed area upon request beginning on the
effective date of the annexation ordinance.
C. Solid Waste Collection
Solid waste collection service is to be provided to the annexation area in accordance
with City of Rowlett ordinances, resolutions, and regulations beginning on the
effective date of the annexation ordinance.
D. Water Service
1. Water service is to be provided to the annexation area in accordance with City
of Rowlett ordinances, resolutions, and regulations beginning on the effective
date of the annexation ordinance.
2. Water mains are to be extended (as applicable) to serve individual owners in
and adjacent to the annexation area in accordance with City of Rowlett
ordinances, resolutions, and regulations.
3. As development and construction of subdivisions and buildings commence
within and adjacent to the annexation area, water mains are to be extended with
City participation in the costs of these extensions in accordance with City of
Rowlett ordinances, resolutions, and regulations.
4. Maintenance and operation of publicly owned facilities, buildings, or services
within the annexed area will be provided in accordance with City of Rowlett
ordinances, resolutions, and regulations.

E. Sanitary Sewer Service
1. Wastewater service is to be provided to the annexation area in accordance with
City of Rowlett ordinances, resolutions, and regulations beginning on the
effective date of the annexation ordinance.
2. Sanitary sewer mains are to be extended (as applicable) to serve individual
owners in and adjacent to the annexation area in accordance with City of
Rowlett ordinances, resolutions, and regulations.
3. As development and construction of subdivisions and buildings commence
within and adjacent to the annexation area, sanitary sewer mains are to be
extended with City participation in the costs of these extensions in accordance
with City of Rowlett ordinances, resolutions, and regulations.
4. Maintenance and operation of publicly owned facilities, buildings, or services
within the annexed area will be provided in accordance with City of Rowlett
ordinances, resolutions, and regulations.
F. Maintenance of Roads and Streets
1. Street maintenance and other street services are to be provided to the annexed
area in accordance with City of Rowlett ordinances, resolutions, and regulations
beginning on the effective date of the annexation ordinance.
2. As streets are constructed in adjacent, undeveloped areas, right-of-way
construction permitting and oversight of development will be provided in
accordance with City of Rowlett ordinances, resolutions, and regulations.
G. Parks and Recreation
All of the City of Rowlett parks and recreation facilities are to be available for use
by residents of the annexation area beginning on the effective date of the annexation
ordinance.
H. Street Lighting
Street lighting will be provided and maintained in accordance with City of Rowlett
ordinances, resolutions, and regulations, and with practices in all other areas of the
city.
I. Planning and Zoning
The planning and zoning jurisdiction, including the subdivision platting process, of
the City of Rowlett shall extend to the annexed area beginning on the effective date
of the annexation ordinance.

J. Capital Improvements
The property is already included in the City of Rowlett Capital Improvements Plan
and Pavement Maintenance Index. Any necessary improvements will be made in
accordance to the plan, and with City of Rowlett ordinances, resolutions, and
regulations.
K. General Municipal Administrative and Code Enforcement Services
General municipal administrative and code enforcement services of the City of
Rowlett will be provided to residents and properties of the annexation area
beginning on the effective date of the annexation ordinance.

Miscellaneous Provisions:
1. This service plan is valid for ten years. Renewal of the service plan is at the discretion of
the City of Rowlett.
2. This service plan does not require a uniform level of municipal services to each area of the
City, including the annexed area. Different characteristics of topography, land use, and
population density are considered a sufficient basis for providing different levels of service.
3. This service plan shall not be amended unless public hearings are held in accordance with
V.T.C.A. Local Government Code, Section 43.052, as amended.
4. This service plan is adopted as Exhibit “B” to the Ordinance annexing the property
described in Exhibit “A” to the City of Rowlett, Texas. The City shall provide the area or
cause the area to be provided with services in accordance with this service plan.

