City of Rowlett
Meeting Agenda

4000 Main Street
Rowlett, TX 75088
www.rowlett.com

City Council
City of Rowlett City Council meetings are available to all persons regardless of disability. If you
require special assistance, please contact the City Secretary at 972-412-6115 or write 4000 Main
Street, Rowlett, Texas, 75088, at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting.

Tuesday, August 21, 2018

5:30 P.M.

Municipal Building – 4000 Main Street

As authorized by Section 551.071 of the Texas Government Code, this meeting may be
convened into closed Executive Session for the purpose of seeking confidential legal advice from
the City Attorney on any agenda item herein.
The City of Rowlett reserves the right to reconvene, recess or realign the Regular Session or
called Executive Session or order of business at any time prior to adjournment.

1.

CALL TO ORDER

2.

EXECUTIVE SESSION (5:30 P.M.)* Times listed are approximate.

2A.

The City Council shall convene into Executive Session pursuant to Texas Government Code,
§551.071 (Consultation with City Attorney), to consult with and receive legal advice from the City
Attorney relating to the Bayside project and the Development Agreement. (25 minutes) THIS ITEM
WILL BE DISCUSSED AFTER THE REGULAR SESSION.

2B.

The City Council shall convene into Executive Session pursuant to Texas Government Code,
§551.071 (Consultation with City Attorney), to consult with and receive legal advice from the City
Attorney relating to Brandi Bull vs. City of Rowlett/Kimberly Wilson vs. City of Rowlett. (25 minutes)
THIS ITEM WILL BE DISCUSSED AFTER THE REGULAR SESSION.

2C.

The City Council shall convene into Executive Session pursuant to Texas Government Code,
§551.071 (Consultation with City Attorney), to consult with and receive legal advice from the City
Attorney relating to American Golf Corporation and the Waterview Golf Course. (20 minutes)

3.

WORK SESSION (5:50 P.M.)* Times listed are approximate.

3A.

Discuss proposed amendments to Article II (“Rules and Regulations”) of Chapter 42 (“Parks and
Recreation”) to amend Section 42-54, Section 42-101, and Division 6 to reflect changes in Parks and
Recreation operations. (30 minutes)

3B.

Discuss an amendment to Chapter 50 Section 50-1 of the Rowlett Code of Ordinances to require the
presence of recycling bins in new multi-family and commercial developments. (30 minutes)

3C.

Discuss a proposed amendment to Article XI (“Rental Housing”) of Chapter 10 (“Businesses”) of the
Code of Ordinances to address short term rental properties. (30 minutes)

4.

DISCUSS CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS
CONVENE INTO THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS (7:30 P.M.)*
INVOCATION
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
TEXAS PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Honor the Texas Flag; I pledge allegiance to thee, Texas, one state under God, one and indivisible.

5.

PRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS

5A.

Presentation from the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality recognizing the City of Rowlett
team for the recovery effort from Hurricane Harvey.

5B.

Hear a presentation on the third quarter investment report for June 30, 2018.

5C.

Update from the City Council and Management: Financial Position, Major Projects, Operational
Issues, Upcoming Dates of Interest and Items of Community Interest.

6.

CITIZENS’ INPUT
At this time, three-minute comments will be taken from the audience on any topic. To address the Council,
please submit a fully-completed request card to the City Secretary prior to the beginning of the Citizens’ Input
portion of the Council meeting. No action can be taken by the Council during Citizens’ Input.

7.

CONSENT AGENDA
The following may be acted upon in one motion. A City Councilmember or a citizen may request items be
removed from the Consent Agenda for individual consideration.

7A.

Consider action to approve minutes from the City Council Regular Meeting August 7, 2018 and Special
Meeting August 14, 2018.

7B.

Consider action to approve a resolution authorizing the purchase of traffic signal equipment in the
amount of $291,963.75 for the Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) for traffic signal
improvements along State Highway 66 (SH 66).

7C.

Consider action to approve an ordinance adopting the 2015 editions of the International Building Code,
the International Residential Code, and the International Fire Code; the 2014 edition of the National
Electrical Code; and adopting local code amendments as recommended by the North Central Texas
Council of Governments.

7D.

Consider action to approve an ordinance amending Chapter 6 of the Code of Ordinances to add a
new subsection to the Animal Care Guidelines, § 6-8(h), encouraging Trap, Neuter/Spay Return
programs and policies.

7E.

Consider action to approve a resolution authorizing a purchase order to GTS Technology Solutions in
the amount of $78,749.26 to replace 31 existing desktop computers and 23 existing laptop computers
as well as providing deployment services through the interlocal cooperative purchasing agreement
with the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts and the Department of Information Resources (DIR),
and authorizing the City Manager to execute the necessary documents for said purchase.

8.

ITEMS FOR INDIVIDUAL CONSIDERATION

8A.

Conduct a public hearing (1st) on the ad valorem tax rate for Fiscal Year 2018-2019.

8B.

Conduct a public hearing (1st) on the proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2018-2019.
TAKE ANY NECESSARY OR APPROPRIATE ACTION ON CLOSED/EXECUTIVE SESSION
MATTERS

9.

ADJOURNMENT

Laura Hallmark
Laura Hallmark, City Secretary
I certify that the above notice of meeting was posted on the bulletin boards located inside and outside the doors of the Municipal
Center, 4000 Main Street, Rowlett, Texas, as well as on the City’s website (www.rowlett.com) on the 17th day of August 2018, by 5:00
p.m.

AGENDA DATE: 08/21/2018

AGENDA ITEM: 2A

TITLE
The City Council shall convene into Executive Session pursuant to Texas Government Code,
§551.071 (Consultation with City Attorney), to consult with and receive legal advice from the
City Attorney relating to the Bayside project and the Development Agreement. (25 minutes)
THIS ITEM WILL BE DISCUSSED AFTER THE REGULAR SESSION.

AGENDA DATE: 08/21/2018

AGENDA ITEM: 2B

TITLE
The City Council shall convene into Executive Session pursuant to Texas Government Code,
§551.071 (Consultation with City Attorney), to consult with and receive legal advice from the
City Attorney relating to Brandi Bull vs. City of Rowlett/Kimberly Wilson vs. City of Rowlett. (15
minutes) THIS ITEM WILL BE DISCUSSED AFTER THE REGULAR SESSION.

AGENDA DATE: 08/21/2018

AGENDA ITEM: 2C

TITLE
The City Council shall convene into Executive Session pursuant to Texas Government Code,
§551.071 (Consultation with City Attorney), to consult with and receive legal advice from the
City Attorney relating to American Golf Corporation and the Waterview Golf Club. (30 minutes)

AGENDA DATE: 08/21/2018

AGENDA ITEM: 3A

TITLE
Discuss proposed amendments to Article II (“Rules and Regulations”) of Chapter 42 (“Parks and
Recreation”) to amend Section 42-54, Section 42-101, and Division 6 to reflect changes in Parks
and Recreation operations.
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Angela Smith, Director of Parks and Recreation
SUMMARY
The City is proposing to amend the Code of Ordinances in response to changes in the Parks and
Recreation business operation over time, so they reflect current day to day practice.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Many of the current ordinances are dated back to 2002, 2007 and 2009. In the last several years
a number of changes have taken place in the Department including growing sports leagues, taking
over the Youth Baseball League, the closing of the Rowlett Skate Park and the growing of a new
sport, Pickleball.
DISCUSSION
The proposed amendments listed below will ensure our City Ordinances stay in line with day to
day Department practices. The list below references the existing ordinances with the proposed
changes shown as struck-through in red:
Sec 42-54 – Fees and reservations for use of athletic facilities
a) The proof of reservation shall be the responsibility of the reserving party.
b) Resident and nonresident groups shall be required to submit a reservation application
to the director. All applicants, subject to approval by the director, shall deposit an
amount established by resolution of the city council (cash, cashier's check, credit card
or money order) as rental and deposit fees at least two weeks prior to the requested
use date. If properly cleaned by the applicant and accepted by the department,
residents shall be refunded an amount established by resolution of the city council with
an amount established by resolution of the city council being retained by the city as a
fee. Nonresidents shall be refunded an amount established by resolution of the city
council with an amount established by resolution of the city council being retained as a
fee.
c) For pavilion use only, resident groups shall be charged a fee as established by
resolution of the city council for the first hour and a fee established by resolution of the
city council per hour for each additional hour. A deposit as established by resolution of
the city council (cash, cashier's check, credit card or money order) shall also be

d)

e)

f)

g)
h)

i)

submitted to a park department representative upon completion of the utilization
agreement. There is a minimum of two-hour increments.
Adult softball leagues may use softball fields in the city parks. Each team in each
league will be charged a field usage fee established by resolution of the city council.
Each league is responsible for care of the sports field during use by any of its teams
and is responsible for any damage caused by any of such teams.
Adult softball weekend tournaments sponsored by the department shall be scheduled
by the director, who shall also serve as tournament director. Entry fees shall be set by
the director at a rate consistent with those charged by adjacent cities and based upon
the sanctioning cost, umpire fees and cost of trophies and awards. Any profit for any
such tournament shall be paid into the general fund of the city to be allocated for parks
and recreational uses.
Team sponsored private tournaments shall be responsible for the following fees:
1) All sponsoring teams will be required to pay the department a fee established by
resolution of the city council for each team which begin play in their tournament.
This money shall be paid at the beginning of the tournament.
2) A fee established by resolution of the city council of cash, a cashier's check or a
money order will be required three weeks prior to the start of any tournament. This
money shall be a grounds cleanup deposit and shall be returned only after
inspection by the director or designee. If cleanup duty is required by parks and
inspection personnel, that portion of the deposit money shall be retained by the
department, and the remainder shall be returned.
3) All sponsoring teams must pay an additional nonrefundable amount as established
by resolution of the city council of cash, a cashier's check or a money order as a
guarantee of having a particular weekend reserved by the department. This money
is required in the department office three weeks prior to the date of the tournament.
This money shall be returned only if weather conditions prevent the tournament;
however, the money shall apply to the above fee per team if the weekend is used
as a tournament date.
Associations shall pay the following per the sports user agreement.
Tennis courts in city parks shall be subject to a tennis court reservation fee established
by resolution of the city council per hour per person (minimum of two users) using the
tennis courts; such fee to be payable in advance at the time the tennis court is
reserved. No reservation shall be accepted at a time conflicting with a department
sponsored league or lesson. All reservations shall be made through the department
office. Not more than two nights per week per court shall be reserved for league play.
The nights and hours for league play shall be determined by the department upon
request by a league officer. League fees shall be collected by an officer of the league
and remitted to the director in one payment. League fees shall consist of a fee
established by resolution of the city council per singles player for resident and a fee for
nonresident, a fee for resident and a fee for nonresident doubles teams for the league
season.
Soccer fields in city parks may be used by adult and youth leagues upon payment of a
fee as established by resolution of the city council. Each nonresident on each team will
be required to pay an additional fee established by resolution of the city council. All
league fees shall be collected by an officer of the league and remitted to the director
prior to commencement of league season play. Applicants are responsible for damage
to equipment and facilities exceeding the amount of deposit.

j)

Practice sessions on all sports fields within the city shall be prohibited except by
reservation, and they must be made through the director/designee. Payment of a fee
established by resolution of the city council per hour, or a fee established by resolution
of the city council for one and one-half hour, and a key deposit established by
resolution of the city council must be made to the department office prior to field use by
teams and individuals not meeting other exemptions stated within these guidelines.
Guidelines for these fees are as follows:
1) Rowlett youth teams participating in location leagues: no rental fee;
2) Rowlett youth teams using facilities to practice; however, no local leagues are
provided: no rental;
3) Rowlett youth teams not participating in available local leagues: charge as required;
and
4) All adult teams: charge as required.
k) Leasing of a concession stand shall be in writing at least 30 days prior to the requested
use. A lease fee established by resolution of the city council will be charged for each
period of usage of a concession by the lessee. All required fees shall be remitted and
contracts signed prior to usage.
l) The director may approve requests on the part of individuals or groups to charge
admission to city-owned or city-controlled facilities, to control the movement of
pedestrians or vehicles in or on the facilities included in the request, to sell tickets or
otherwise make admission charges, in amount and subject to controls prescribed by
the board, such requests to be made and determined in advance. If approved, user
groups may deny admission to persons who refuse to pay such charges.
m) Rental for advertising on athletic scoreboards shall be an amount as established by
resolution of the city council per year for each half space per board.
(Ord. No. 002-09, § 1, 2-3-2009)
EXPLANATION FOR CHANGE:
• Recently the Department moved to half day time blocks for pavilion rentals. The
Department needs the ability to change rental times as trends change in the industry.
• As the City assumes responsibility for operating more athletic leagues, we need the
ability to determine fees based on frequency of use. For example, the City should
have the ability to charge teams for using facilities for practices beyond once per week.
There is currently no charge for basketball teams to hold one practice a week. Practice
fees for Rowlett leagues will be determined by league and field availability.

Sec. 42-101. - Tennis.
No activities other than tennis shall be permitted on tennis courts.
EXPLANATION FOR CHANGE:
•

This ordinance should be deleted. Staff has reviewed Dallas, Rockwall, Mesquite,
Garland, Hurst, Lancaster, Plano, Richardson, Addison, Allen, McKinney and Arlington
and only McKinney and Arlington have similar ordinances. Section 42-99 specifically
prohibits skateboards and skateboarding on tennis courts. (Ord. No. 002-09, § 2, 2-32009)

DIVISION 6. - SKATE PARK
Sec. 42-181. - Rules.
Rules for the use of the skate park are as follows:
(1) City residents only.
(2) Helmets are required.
(3) Skateboards and inline skates only.
(4) Kneepads and elbow pads are recommended.
(5) No food, gum or drinks allowed on skate surfaces.
(6) No drugs, alcohol or tobacco products.
(7) Not responsible for lost or stolen items.
(8) Skate smart; avoid reckless behavior.
(9) Profanity not tolerated.
(10) No fighting.
(11) Graffiti not allowed.
(12) No BMX bikes.
(13) Skate at your own risk.
(14) Parents and guardians must sign a release form if the skater is under 16 years of age.
(Ord. No. 4-02-02C, §§ 1—3, 4-2-2002)
Sec. 42-182. - Rates and admission fees.
(a) Rates and admission fees shall be established by resolution of the city council.
(b) Season passes are fitted with a clip. Passes shall be clipped to shirts, pants, and shorts,
so that it can be seen by the parks and recreation staff.
(Ord. No. 4-02-02C, §§ 1—3, 4-2-2002; Ord. No. 025-07, § 1, 8-7-2007)
Sec. 42-183. - Hours of operation.
The following are the hours of operation for the skate park:
(1) Summer hours (weather permitting):
a. Daily: 8:00 a.m.—10:00 p.m., Monday—Friday.
b. Saturday/Sunday: 11:00 a.m.—10:00 p.m.
(2) Winter hours (weather permitting):
a. Daily: 9:00 a.m.—8:00 p.m., Monday—Friday.
b. Saturday/Sunday: 11:00 a.m.—8:00 p.m.
(Ord. No. 4-02-02C, §§ 1—3, 4-2-2002)
EXPLANATION FOR CHANGE:
•

The City of Rowlett no longer has a skate park and this section should mimic our water
park section. Staff recommends: The Rowlett Skate Park has rules and regulations
which are made a part of this division for all purposes, and such rules and regulations
are adopted as the official policy of the city. Fees shall be established by resolution of
the city council.

FINANCIAL IMPACT/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS
No financial impact.

RECOMMENDED ACTION
Is there consensus to amend the existing Ordinances?
1. Part II, Subpart A, Chapter 42 “Parks and Recreation”, Section 42-54, “Fees and
reservations for use of athletic facilities”?
2. Part II, Subpart A, Chapter 42 “Parks and Recreation”, Section 42-101, “Tennis”?
3. Part II, Subpart A, Chapter 42 “Parks and Recreation”, Division 6, “Skate Park”?

AGENDA DATE: 08/21/2018

AGENDA ITEM: 3B

TITLE
Discuss an amendment to Chapter 50 Section 50-1 of the Rowlett Code of Ordinances to require
the presence of recycling bins in new multi-family and commercial developments.
STAFF REPRESENTATIVES
Munal Mauladad, Director of Community Development
Daniel Acevedo, Planning Manager
Gary Enna, Assistant Director of Public Works
SUMMARY
Direction is being requested as it relates to a proposed amendment requiring recycling service,
including the presence of recycling bins or compact stations at all new multi-family and
commercial establishments. The purpose of this amendment would be to encourage and provide
the opportunity to practice sustainable habits.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The City Council has directed staff to assess the current recycling requirements imposed on multifamily and commercial units. Waste bin regulations are found in Chapter 50 (“Solid Waste”) of the
Code of Ordinances. These regulations call for the exclusive use of the City’s solid waste
management provider, as well as the use of only approved bins and disposal methods. It should
be taken into consideration that recycling bins are not required despite the availability of this
service through the City’s waste management provider. Although the Rowlett Development Code
(RDC) has no regulations regarding recycling bins or compact station requirements, it does
address the screening mechanisms.
DISCUSSION
The FCC is the exclusive solid waste collector for all residential and commercial services with the
exception of commercial recycling in the City. This affords commercial recycling customers the
benefit of an open market, driving prices down through various bidders. While FCC is not required
to provide commercial services with recycling, they are equipped and willing to do so city-wide.
The extent of FCC’s exclusive and commercial services as outlined in their contract is provided
below:
Section 501.02 Exclusive Services
The successful proposer shall have the exclusive right to provide all solid waste collection
services to residential units and commercial units within the City except for the Garland
Independent School District. The exclusive right includes the provision of solid waste

collection services to construction projects within the City. In addition, the successful
proposer shall have the exclusive right to provide all recycling collection services to
residential units. The successful proposer shall have the non-exclusive right to provide
recycling collection to commercial units and City facilities. The successful proposer, not
the City, shall be solely responsible for defending the rights granted to the successful
proposer herein against third parties.
Section 501.04 Commercial Services
In addition to residential services, the successful proposer will provide collection of solid
waste via dumpsters to commercial units. The successful proposer will provide at a
minimum once per week solid waste services to each commercial unit. For commercial
units that are low waste generators, the successful proposer will provide once per week
collection of solid waste via one up to three 90-96 gallon carts. For other commercial units,
the successful proposer will provide once per week up to six days per week collection of
solid waste via 2 cubic yard (CY), 4 CY, 6 CY, and 8 CY dumpsters without vertical
compactors and 4 CY, 6 CY, and 8 CY dumpsters with vertical compactors. In addition to
solid waste services, the successful proposer will offer, as a non-exclusive services,
recycling services to commercial units. To incentivize recycling, the service fee for
recycling services shall be equal to or less than the equivalent service fee for solid waste
services.
Although recycling containers or bins are not currently provided, they are subject to the
requirements of Chapter 50 (“Solid Waste”) of the Code of Ordinances, and Section 77-504
(“Landscaping and Screening”) of the Rowlett Development Code. Commercial recycling bins and
containers are also subject to the standards put forth in the City’s waste contract:
Section 501.20 Dumpsters, Roll-offs, and Compactors
The successful proposer will be responsible for purchase, distribution, storage, ongoing
repair, replacement, warranty issues, and other requirements related to dumpsters, rolloffs, compactors owned by the successful proposer. Customers may elect to purchase
compactors. All dumpsters Shall have lids that fully close. Dumpsters and roll-offs must
be painted a uniform color, bear the name and telephone number of the successful
proposer, and bear a serial number coded for the dumpster or roll-off size. Dumpsters and
roll-offs shall be painted at least once every 2-1/2 years and shall be steam cleaned at
least once each year or as directed by the City.
Staff is seeking direction to build off of current regulations by requiring a recycling service in multifamily and commercial properties. Currently in multi-family complexes such as the Village of
Rowlett and Harmony Hill, recycling bins are made available to residents. Third party companies
offer à la carte style trash and recycling pickup and delivery, minimizing tenant effort.

Benchmark analysis was conducted to better understand how the following cities handle their
recycling program and their requirements are reflected in the table below.

Cities

Required

Current Standards

Garland

No

Recycling is not mandatory, however, all solid waste must be
placed in an appropriate container.

Sachse

No

Recycling is not mandatory. However, trash bins are required
at all commercial or industrial locations.

Mesquite

Yes

Recycling is mandatory for any property that produces
recyclable goods and must provide a recycle bin. New
developments must show location on Site Plan, existing
developments must comply after a change in occupancy.

Rockwall

No

Recycling is not mandatory, however, bins must be out of sight
of pedestrian areas and are subject to inspection.

Plano

Yes

Recycling is mandatory at all residential and non-franchisee
commercial properties.

The intent of an amendment would be to ensure the longevity of recycling in the City of Rowlett,
a practice widely believed to be a sustainable habit. In new multi-family and commercial
developments, owners may be required to provide tenants with an appropriate recycling bin.
FINANCIAL IMPACT/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS
N/A
RECOMMENDATION
The purpose of this Work Session item is to receive feedback and direction on this proposed
amendment.

AGENDA DATE: 08/21/2018

AGENDA ITEM: 3C

TITLE
Discuss a proposed amendment to Article XI (“Rental Housing”) of Chapter 10 (“Businesses”) of
the Code of Ordinances to establish a method to regulate short term rental properties.
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Maria Martinez, Neighborhood Services Manager
SUMMARY
The purpose of the proposed amendment is to address a growing concern with short-term rental
properties in the City. The City Council requested staff bring forward recommendations for
establishing regulations for short-term rentals in light of the increasing popularity of home sharing
and other internet based rental services. The proposed amendments are designed to provide
property owners guidance for providing short-term rentals, protect the quality of life for
neighboring homeowners, and provide a pleasant and safe experience to those who visit the City.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The International Property Maintenance Code (IPMC) was adopted by City Council on June 20,
2017 to regulate minimum housing standards. On September 5, 2017, the City Council adopted
an amendment to Chapter 10 (“Businesses”) of the Code of Ordinance by adding Article XI
(“Rental Housing”). These regulations address the full-time rental of both single-family and duplex
dwellings (Division 1) as well as multi-family dwellings (Division 2). There have been no previous
discussions with the City Council regarding short-term rental properties.
DISCUSSION
In recent months, the Neighborhood Services Division has received mounting complaints
regarding short-term rentals in residential neighborhoods, which has led staff to begin considering
ways to address the most common concerns. This discussion and presentation is intended to
introduce a proposed amendment to the code of ordinances, which will allow the City to regulate
short-term rentals. The details of the proposed amendment include:
1. Establishing “Short-Term rental property” as a type of rental property with specific
distinctions in Section 10-400, which include:
a. a single-family or duplex dwelling unit, a portion of a single-family or duplex
dwelling, or an accessory structure that is leased or rented for a period of less than
30 days.
b. a residence operated as a bed and breakfast, occupied by the owner;
c. a tourist home, tourist house or tourist court;
d. a lodging house, rooming house, or inn;
e. a hotel, motel, or other temporary residential facility of less than 200 rooms.

“Short-Term Rental Property” does not include group homes, assisted care facilities,
nursing homes, hospitals, clinics or other facilities providing medical, rehabilitation or
health care.
2. Establishing a registration requirement with an associated $25.00 fee.
3. Establishing an inspection requirement.
4. Establishing a tenant information sheet posting requirement, which will include:
a. the name and telephone number of a designated contact person;
b. the maximum occupancy limit;
c. noise restrictions;
d. notice that failure to conform to the City’s noise, parking and littering regulations
may result in police intervention and criminal prosecution;
e. trash and solid waste collection information, including collection dates and trash
container placement regulations; and
f. other useful information about the surrounding community.
5. Establishing a requirement to remit hotel occupancy tax to the Accounting division of the
Finance Department as defined in Article IV (“Hotel Occupancy Tax”) of Chapter 58
(“Taxation”) of the Code of Ordinances.
Staff has gathered information about how other municipalities handle short-term rentals, which is
summarized below:
City of Keller classifies Short-Term Rentals as Bed and Breakfast (tourist homes), which require
SUP’s (public hearing process). Keller’s staff verified that no one has made an application for
this use. Although it appears from Airbnb’s website there are several properties currently listed
in Keller.
City of Southlake adopted Ordinance No. 1187, which prohibits Short-Term Rentals (STR),
being defined as “the rental of any residence or residential structure or portion of a residence or
residential structure for a period of less than 30 days”. Southlake City Council held two work
sessions to receive public input on STR’s and provided a “STR” Page on the City’s website to
keep the public informed and to allow written comments. The City received 22 written
responses from the community and all, but two, were opposed to STR’s in their neighborhood.
City of San Marcos passed an Ordinance in August of 2017, which provides for the online
registration of STR’s, but no inspections, etc. Staff spoke with Matt Johnson, Planner with the
City of San Marcos and he explained that this ordinance was written in response to one problem
property in their Historic District, and shared the following:
•

•

Since the ordinance was passed, they have been sending letters to known STR’s with
ordinance provisions enclosed, and requesting that they register. So far, they sent 50
letters, and received 8 responses.
Staff researches the location of STR’s though social media and once they determine
location, they cross reference with CAD to make sure that it is their primary residence.

•
•
•
•

STR’s are limited to primary residences only.
They must pay hotel/motel taxes.
Yearly registration - $50.00 fee this process is all online, no inspections, etc.
Limits the occupancy to two adults per bedroom plus two adults.

City of Fort Worth approved an ordinance which essentially prohibits STR’s from their single and
two family residential districts.
FINANCIAL IMPACT/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS
It should be taken into consideration that adopting the proposed ordinance changes will have
fiscal implications in the Community Development Department.
RECOMMENDED ACTION
Provide direction to staff on the proposed amendment to Article XI (“Rental Housing”) of Chapter
10 (“Businesses”) of the Code of Ordinances.
ATTACHMENTS
Attachment 1 – Proposed Short-Term Rental Registration Application
Attachment 2 – Proposed Ordinance Amendment
Attachment 3 – Hotel/Motel Tax Form

Community
Development
3901 Main St
Rowlett, TX

Registration #: _________

Date: ___________
Short-Term Rental Registration

Property Information
Address: ______________________________________________ Description- sq. ft.: _________________
Sleeping Rooms: _________________ Baths: ________________ Parking Spaces: _____________________
Name of Subdivision: _______________________________________________________________________
Is the property owner-occupied or associated with an owner-occupied principal unit?
Y/N
Owner Information
Owner: ________________________________________ Owner phone: ______________________________
Owner Street address: ______________________________________________________________________
Owner email: _____________________________________________________________________________
If owned by a company or property manager:
Name: _____________________________________ Company phone: _______________________________
Company address: Physical: _________________________________________________________________
Mail: ____________________________________________________________________
Company email: ___________________________________ or______________________________________
Registered Agent: ______________________ Registered Agent phone: ____________________
Designated Contact Information- 24 HOUR AVAILIBILTY
Designated Contact: ________________________________ Phone: _________________________________
Street address: ____________________________________________________________________________
Contact email: ____________________________________________________________________________
Attachments
___ Sketch or rendering describing the location
of required parking.
___ Sketch or rendering of floorplan.

___ Tenant Information Sheet.
___ Application fee compliance.
___ Proof of Hotel Occupancy Tax
compliance.

Certification: “I hereby certify that all information provided on this application is, to the best of my
knowledge and belief, true, accurate, and complete. I hereby agree to abide by the ordinances applicable to
short-term rental properties as a condition of being issued a registration/permit. It is understood that this
registration/permit is not transferrable to another person or entity.”
Owner (print): _________________________________ Signature: __________________________________
Email to send all communications: ____________________________________________________________
Office use only below this line:
Received: ____________ Processed: ____________ Amount pd.: ____________ Rec’d by: __________________
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CITY OF ROWLETT

HOUSING STANDARDS

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ROWLETT, TEXAS, AMENDING THE CODE OF
ORDINANCES, ROWLETT, TEXAS, TO AMEND DIVISION 1 (“SINGLE FAMILY AND
DUPLEX DWELLINGS”) OF ARTICLE XI (“RENTAL HOUSING”) OF CHAPTER 10
(“BUSINESSES”) BY AMENDING SECTIONS 10-400 AND 10-407, RENUMBERING
SECTIONS 10-408 AND 10-409 TO SECTIONS 10-409 AND 10-410, AND ADDING A
NEW SECTION 10-408; PROVIDING A DEFINITION OF AND REGULATIONS FOR
SHORT TERM RENTAL PROPERTY; PROVIDING A REPEALING CLAUSE;
PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY OF FINE NOT
TO EXCEED TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS ($2,000.00) FOR EACH OFFENSE; AND,
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Rowlett, Texas, finds and determines that the
City has roughly 30 miles of lakefront property abutting Lake Ray Hubbard, most of which is used
as single family residences, and the appeal of lakefront property has resulted in a proliferation of
short term rentals of non-owner-occupied residences; and
WHEREAS, numerous complaints have been made to the City whereby single family
homes used as vacation rentals have also been used as party and wedding event facilities within
residential neighborhoods, causing significant issues with excessive noise, parking and trash and
littering; and
WHEREAS, a need exists to preserve and protect the safety and health of visitors to the
City who lease and rent residences on a short term basis as vacation sites; and
WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that reasonable regulations should be
adopted to reduce the threat of potentially hazardous facilities and to abate public nuisances often
caused by the commercial use of residential property, and that the regulations adopted by this
Ordinance are in the best interest of the citizens of the City and are necessary to preserve and
protect the public health, safety and welfare.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROWLETT,
TEXAS:
SECTION 1. That Division 1, “Single Family and Duplex Dwellings,” of Article XI, “Rental
Housing,” of Chapter 10, “Businesses,” of the Code of Ordinances, City of Rowlett, Texas,
be and is hereby amended by amending Section 10-400 to revise the definition of “Rental
Property” and to add a new definition of “Short Term Rental Property” after the definition of
“Rental Property” and before the definition of “Tenant,” such that the definitions of “Rental
Property” and “Short Term Rental Property” shall read in their entirety as follows:
“CHAPTER 10
BUSINESSES
...
ARTICLE XI
RENTAL HOUSING
DIVISION 1. SINGLE-FAMILY AND DUPLEX DWELLINGS

Sec. 10-400. Definitions.
For the purposes of this division, the following words and phrases shall have the
meanings respectively ascribed to them by this section, unless the context clearly
indicates otherwise:
...
Rental Property or Rental Properties means a single family or duplex dwelling unit,
not occupied by the owner, which is leased or rented or intended to be leased or rented
to another person, for or without consideration, and includes short term rental property.
Short Term Rental Property means:
1)
a single family or duplex dwelling unit, a portion of a single family or duplex
dwelling, or an accessory structure that is leased or rented for a period of less than
30 days.
2)
a residence operated as a bed and breakfast, occupied by the owner;
3)
a tourist home, tourist house or tourist court;
4)
a lodging house, rooming house, or inn;
5)
a hotel, motel, or other temporary residential facility of less than 200 rooms.
Short Term Rental Property does not include group homes, assisted care facilities,
nursing homes, hospitals, clinics or other facilities providing medical, rehabilitation
or health care.
. . .”
SECTION 2. That Division 1, “Single Family and Duplex Dwellings,” of Article XI, “Rental
Housing,” of Chapter 10, “Businesses,” of the Code of Ordinances, City of Rowlett, Texas,
be and is hereby amended by amending subpart 2 of subsection (a), such that subpart 2 of
subsection (a) of section 10-407 shall read in its entirety as follows:
“CHAPTER 10
BUSINESSES
...
ARTICLE XI
RENTAL HOUSING
DIVISION 1. SINGLE-FAMILY AND DUPLEX DWELLINGS
...
Sec. 10-407. Inspections; certificate of occupancy.
a)

Inspection. . .
...

2)

each time there is a change in tenancy if the property is not short term
rental property. The applicant or landlord shall request that the inspection
be conducted by the City.

. . .”
SECTION 3. That Division 1, “Single Family and Duplex Dwellings,” of Article XI, “Rental
Housing,” of Chapter 10, “Businesses,” of the Code of Ordinances, City of Rowlett, Texas,
be and is hereby amended to renumber the existing Section 10-408 and Section 10-409 to
Section 10-409 and Section 10-410, respectively, and to add a new Section 10-408,
reserving Sections 10-411 through 10-419, such that Section 10-408 shall read in its entirety
as follows:
“CHAPTER 10
BUSINESSES
...
ARTICLE XI
RENTAL HOUSING
DIVISION 1. SINGLE-FAMILY AND DUPLEX DWELLINGS
...
Sec. 10-408. Short term rental property.
a)
No more than two adult guests per bedroom, plus no more than four additional
adults shall be allowed in any short term rental property, and the maximum occupancy is
limited to no more than twelve (12) persons. Children under the age of twelve (12) years
shall not be considered as an adult.
b)
Short term rental property shall be operated in accordance with the Neighborhood
Compatibility provisions of Home Occupations as described in Section 77-303(D)(1)(c) of
the Rowlett Development Code, chapter 77-100 of this code.
c)
A tenant information sheet shall be conspicuously posted in all short term rental
properties, setting forth basic standards of conduct, including but not limited to:
1)
the name and telephone number of a designated contact person;
2)
the maximum occupancy limit;
3)
noise restrictions and notice that failure to conform to the city’s noise,
parking and littering regulations may result in police intervention and
criminal prosecution;
4)
trash and solid waste collection information, including collection dates and
trash container placement regulations; and
5)
other useful information about the surrounding community.
d)
Short term rental property must be inspected for compliance with this article upon
initial first-time registration and, with the owner’s or landlord’s consent, may be inspected
annually.

e)
No person, whether owner or landlord, may offer or allow the use of short term
rental property primarily for a nonresidential use or for the sole or primary purpose as an
event center or party or wedding facility.
f)
A short term rental property is a “hotel” as defined in article IV of chapter 58 of this
code. No person may operate a short term rental property without remitting the required
hotel occupancy taxes. The failure to account for or remit hotel occupancy taxes may, in
addition to any other remedy or sanction, result in a suspension or revocation of
registration.”

SECTION 4. That all ordinances of the City of Rowlett in conflict with the provisions of this
ordinance be and the same are hereby repealed and all other ordinances of the City not in conflict
with the provisions of this ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.
SECTION 5. That if any section, paragraph, sentence, subdivision, clause, phrase or provision
of this ordinance be adjudged or held to be unconstitutional, illegal, or invalid, the same shall not
affect the validity of this ordinance as a whole or any part or provision hereof other than the part
so decided to be unconstitutional, illegal, or invalid and shall not affect the validity of the remainder
of this ordinance or any other provision of the ordinances of the City of Rowlett.
SECTION 6. That any person, firm or corporation violating any of the provisions or terms of this
ordinance shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and subject to a penalty as provided for in this
ordinance, and upon conviction shall be punished by fine not to exceed the sum of Five Hundred
Dollars ($500.00) for each offense.
SECTION 7. That this ordinance shall take effect immediately from and after its passage and the
publication of the caption as the law and charter in such cases provide.

CITY OF ROWLETT
Quarterly Hotel Occupancy Tax Collection Report
Taxpayer's Name_________________________________________________
Taxpayer's Address_______________________________________________
Hotel Address (if different)__________________________________________
Report for Month ended____________________________________________

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Total Room Rental
Exempt Room Rental
Net Taxable Rental (Line 1 less line 2)
Taxes due to City of Rowlett (Line 3 times 7%)
Taxpayer administrative fee (Line 4 times 1.0%)
Due City of Rowlett (Line 4 minus Line 5)

$
$
$
$
$
$

I hereby certify that the information and statements contained herein and in schedules
or exhibits are true and correct.
Signed:
Title:
Date

Send Remittance To:
City of Rowlett
Attn: Patricia Saenz
P.O.Box 99
Rowlett, Texas 75030-0099
REMITTANCE IS DUE ON THE LAST DAY OF THE MONTH FOLLOWING
EACH MONTHLY PERIOD.
IF PAYMENT IS NOT RECEIVED IN A TIMELY MATTER, SEC. 58-114
GIVES THE CITY DISCRETION TO FORFEIT THE 1% REIMBURSEMENT
ADMINISTRATIVE FEE.

AGENDA DATE: 08/21/2018

AGENDA ITEM: 5A

TITLE
Presentation from the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality recognizing the City of
Rowlett team for the recovery effort from Hurricane Harvey.
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Shawn Poe, PE, CFM, Director of Public Works
Gary Enna, Assistant Director of Public Works
Neil Howard, Fire Chief
Mike Brodnax, Police Chief
SUMMARY
The purpose of this item is to recognize the City of Rowlett team by the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for its efforts in the recovery of Hurricane Harvey.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Hurricane Harvey inundated the Houston and Beaumont areas in August 2017 after the storm
dumped feet of rain over the course of several days. Harvey made its initial landfall August 26,
2017 near Rockport, Texas, as a Category 4 storm. It circled back out into the Gulf and made a
second landfall Aug. 27 near Copano Bay and moved slowly toward the Houston area. Harvey
then moved back to the Gulf of Mexico and again made landfall on Aug. 30 just west of Cameron,
Louisiana.
Harvey was the strongest hurricane to hit Texas in more than 50 years. It caused an estimated
$180 billion in damage and will require years to make a full recovery along the Gulf Coast. A
significant portion of the damage came from flooding in the Houston and Beaumont areas. As a
result of the storm, Cedar Bayou in Houston set a North American record with 51.88 inches of
rainfall.
The storm and its aftermath were responsible for 77 deaths, more than 1 million displaced people,
and approximately 200,000 damaged homes across a 300-mile stretch of the Gulf Coast.1
1

Center for Disaster Philanthropy, http://disasterphilanthropy.org/disaster/hurricane-harvey/

DISCUSSION
Rowlett was devastated by an EF-4 tornado on December 26, 2015. The path of destruction was
over 3.5 miles long and a half mile wide debris field that damaged over 1,100 structures.
Therefore, Rowlett is no stranger when it comes to emergency response and having to request
assistance in times of need. Rowlett is forever grateful for all the assistance we received from our

Public Works, Police, and Fire colleagues after such a devastating event and the crews were
eager to assist people affected by Harvey. It was time for Rowlett, TX to give back!
Rowlett Public Works sent crews to the areas hit by hurricane Harvey in Southeast Texas and
they worked tirelessly to help in that devastated area. Crews worked for over a week in Orange,
TX and Port Arthur, TX. The Water and Waste Water Division assisted with restoring utilities in
the areas affected by hurricane Harvey. In addition to the eight volunteers, Rowlett also sent a
vac-truck, a dump truck trailering a backhoe, and a service truck.
The first assignment consisted of clearing the sanitary sewer system at the Deweyville High
School in Orange, TX. The high school is a First Responders’ Shelter and they were very happy
to see us! Once the high school sanitary sewer system was restored, the group headed to Port
Arthur, TX. The City of Port Arthur requested assistance to restore the water and sanitary sewer
system and assist with work orders as residents returned to their homes.
These crews volunteered over 280 hours and traveled 800 miles, sleeping at Deweyville HS and
a Port Arthur water facility. They had to be prepared to be totally self-sufficient so proper planning
was imperative.
In addition to providing assistance from the Public Works Department, the City of Rowlett’s
Assistant Emergency Management Coordinator supported the Public Works Response Team
(PWRT) and the Texas Emergency Management Assistance Team (TEMAT) deployments and
also served in the State Operations Center (SOC) for several days. Seventy-three members of
the Police Department worked many shifts around the clock for several days at the Dallas
Convention Center supporting the Dallas Mega Shelter emergency response effort. The Fire
Department sent two teams to Houston and also served in San Antonio, Beaumont, and
Pasadena. The Fire Marshal’s Office provided healh and human services for the Dallas Mega
Shelter and damage assessment and recovery assistance to several local jurisdisctions. Staff
from Building Inspections traveled to Rockport to perform building safety inspections. Finally,
there was internal staff assistance that assisted with the reimbursement effort. A full breakdown
on the efforts from Rowlett staff is attached as Attachment 1.
On August 8th, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) recognized the City of
Rowlett at their annual water conference in Austin, TX for the Hurricane Harvey recovery efforts.
TCEQ presented the City of Rowlett with a certificate of appreciation during their awards banquet
and Assistant Public Works Director Gary Enna accepted the certificate of appreciation on the
City’s behalf. This presentation will recognize all the team members involved with the recovery
effort and present the TCEQ certificate of appreciation to the team.
ATTACHMENTS
Attachment 1

ATTACHMENT 1
HURRICANE HARVEY SUPPORT
TOTALS –





92 CITY STAFF
4,694.80 REIMBURSABLE LABOR HOURS
1,468.30 REIMBURSABLE EQUIPMENT HOURS
$256,746.47 IN REIMBURSABLE VALUE

Public Works:
Team 1 – Fred Burns, Charles Anderson, Robert Weir, and Michael Balleza
Team 2 – Luis Bustamante, Taylor Enochs, James Carney, and Michael Meager
Locations – Orange and Port Arthur
Period – September 2-12
Task – Provided emergency water utility repair support.
Deployment Mechanism – TEMAT/PWRT
Reimbursable Value - $41,862.63
Reimbursable Labor Hours – 963.5
Reimbursable Equipment Hours – 208

Community Development – Building Inspections
Blake Scott
Location – Rockport
Period – September 9-13
Task – Performed building safety assessments.
Deployment Mechanism – TEMAT/BOAT
Reimbursable Value - $2,074.29
Reimbursable Labor Hours – 40

Fire Department – EMS
Team 1 – Bob Bohmer and Justin Rushing

Team 2 – Ron Myers and Josh Brock
Location – San Antonio, Houston, Beaumont, and Pasadena. Primarily operated from the NRG shelter in
Houston.
Task – Provided medical evacuation, local EMS, and emergency medical infrastructure support.
Deployment Mechanism – EMTF 2
Reimbursable Value - $42,794.61
Reimbursable Labor Hours - 631
Reimbursable Equipment Hours – 315.50

Fire Rescue – Fire Marshal’s Office
Ken Bell
Locations – Dallas, Garland, Rockport, Hardin County, and Orange County
Periods – August 31 – September 10, September 16-24, and October 27-29.
Task – Provided health and human services support for Dallas Mega Shelter and damage assessment and
recovery support to several local and county jurisdictions.
Deployment Mechanism – TEMAT
Reimbursable Value - $21,769.85
Reimbursable Labor Hours - 354.80

Fire Department – Office of Emergency Management
Ed Balderas
Locations – Austin, Houston, Dallas, Dewitt County, Goliad County, Victoria County, Hardin County, and
Orange County.
Periods – August 31 – September 4, September 5 - 9, September 25 – October 1, October 4 – 7, and
October 26 – November 2.
Task – Provide EOC support at the State Operations Center, Houston DDC, and Dallas EOC. Provided
public assistance support to several local and county jurisdictions.
Deployment Mechanism – TEMAT and North Central Texas EOC Support Team
Reimbursable Value - $25,069.59
Reimbursable Hours – 462 (+60 non-reimbursable hours)

Police Department
Seventy-three (73) officers
Location – Dallas Mega Shelter
Period – August 29 – September 19
Task – Provide security assistance at the Dallas Mega Shelter
Deployment Mechanism – State of Texas Assistance Request
Reimbursable Value - $123,175.50
Reimbursable Labor Hours – 2,243.50
Reimbursable Equipment Hours – 590

Reimbursement Team
Tara Lopez, Whitney Laning, and Ed Balderas

AGENDA DATE: 08/21/2018

AGENDA ITEM: 5B

TITLE
Hear a presentation on the third quarter investment report for June 30, 2018.
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Wendy Badgett, Interim Finance Director
SUMMARY
In order for the City of Rowlett to comply with the State of Texas Public Funds Investment Act
(PFIA), it has adopted an official Investment Policy. A requirement of this Policy is a quarterly
report of the City's investment activity. The Finance Department is pleased to report that the City
continues to maintain compliance with the requirement of the PFIA and the City’s Investment
Policy and that the City’s pooled funds and long-term pooled fund portfolios are of high credit
quality and invested in TexPool, U.S. Treasury, Federal Agency and high quality commercial
paper securities.
The quarterly report is prepared by the City's financial advisor, PFM Asset Management, Inc.
(PFM). Please note that their references are to calendar year; therefore, April 1, 2018 through
June 30, 2018 is defined as the second quarter in the report, but really represents the City's third
fiscal year quarter in 2018 (see Attachment 1).
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Effective September 1, 1995, the Public Funds Investment Act, Chapter 2256 of the Texas
Government Code, outlined authorized investments and fund management criteria for
governmental entities. Among other criteria, an annual authorization and approval of the City’s
Investment Policy is required by December 31 of each year for compliance with the State of Texas
PFIA. The City Council authorized and approved the last revision of the City’s Investment Policy
on December 5, 2017. The City’s Investment Policy and Section 2256.023 of the Code requires
that in conjunction with the Investment Officer(s), the City’s Investment Advisor(s) shall provide
quarterly investment reports on the City’s short-term and long-term core investments to City
Council. This agenda item is to fulfill the requirements of the PFIA and the City’s Financial
Investment Policies for the Quarter ending June 30, 2018.
DISCUSSION
As of June 30, 2018, approximately 31% of the City's investments were in U.S. Treasuries and
Agency securities, 4% invested in commercial paper, 53% invested in a constant dollar pool, and
the remaining 12% was cash held in operating bank accounts. The City’s portfolio of Pooled
Funds and Long-Term Pooled Funds are of high credit quality, rated AA+ and A-1, and maintain
adequate liquidity. The portfolios are invested entirely in Federal Agency, U.S. Treasury, and

Commercial Paper securities. Twenty-five percent (25%) of the City's holdings were in
investments with a maturity of one year or more.
The Long-Term Portfolio’s quarterly total return performance of 0.32% outperformed the
benchmark of 0.22%. For the last 12 months, the portfolio’s total return performance of 0.30%
outperformed the benchmark performance of 0.08%.
At quarter’s end, all of the securities in the Short-Term Portfolio matured.
Comments regarding the economy in general:
Economic data continued to indicate strong growth worldwide, despite the myriad of geopolitical
and global trade war events hitting the headlines. During the quarter, volatility waned, equity
markets gained their footing, the U.S. Dollar (USD) continued its ascent and the Federal Open
Market Committee’s (FOMC) dual mandate came into clearer focus. But, with trade wars officially
on, it’s now a question of whether the strong fiscal stimulus that is fueling the U.S. economy will
be enough to overcome the drag of trade uncertainty.
•
•
•

•
•

U.S. GDP grew at 2% in Q1 with year-over-year growth up to 2.8%
Inflation trended higher, as the personal consumption expenditures (PCE) core price
index grew at 2% year-over-year for the first time since 2012
The labor market saw continued strength as the U.S. unemployment rate reached a
multi-decade low of 3.8% (before bouncing back to 4% in June), job growth remained
robust, and wages trended modestly higher
The S&P 500 index grinded out a 3.4% return for the quarter
The Fed increased short-term rates by an additional ¼ percent in June and is expected
to continue to pursue additional gradual rate hikes over the near-term

Portfolio Strategy:
In light of continued economic growth, inflation near the Fed’s symmetric target of 2%, and strong
labor market conditions, the Fed appears poised to raise rates further. As a result of the
expectation for one or two additional hikes in 2018 and three to four more in 2019, our view
remains that the general trend of interest rates will be to increase gradually over the near-term.
Therefore, PFM plans to maintain a defensive duration posture to mitigate a portion of interest
rate risk relative to benchmarks.
While producing strong investment returns remains a priority, it is secondary to maintaining safety
and liquidity. PFM will continue to navigate the market environment with a keen focus on relative
value sector analysis, prudent duration management, and efficient yield curve placement.
FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS
N/A
RECOMMENDED ACTION
There is no action required as this is presented for informational purposes.
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Investment Performance Review For
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Investment Advisors

PFM Asset Management LLC
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QUARTERLY MARKET SUMMARY
SUMMARY

• Economic data continued to indicate strong growth worldwide, despite the
myriad of geopolitical and global trade war events hitting the headlines. During
the quarter, volatility waned, equity markets gained their footing, the U.S. Dollar
(USD) continued its ascent and the Federal Open Market Committee’s (FOMC)
dual mandate came into clearer focus. But, with trade wars officially on, it’s now a
question of whether the strong fiscal stimulus that is fueling the U.S. economy will
be enough to overcome the drag of trade uncertainty.
• Positive economic data released in the second quarter included job gains, housing
starts, new home sales, factory orders, manufacturing survey indices and consumer
sentiment.
• At its June FOMC meeting, the Federal Reserve (Fed) increased the overnight
federal funds rate by 0.25 percent, to a new range of 1.75 to 2.00 percent. While
widely anticipated, the June rate hike was consistent with the Fed’s continuing
resolve to gradually tighten monetary policy. Fed expectations – as measured by
the FOMC’s updated “dot plot” – indicated two more rate hikes in the second half
of 2018 and three more in 2019. Market estimates – as measured by Fed funds
futures contracts – similarly imply two more hikes in 2018, but are less optimistic for
2019.
• The S&P 500 Index (S&P) rebounded by 3.4 percent over the quarter, following
the first quarterly decline (first quarter 2018) in nearly three years. International
indices followed suit, posting gains in local currencies for the quarter; however, the
stronger USD tempered those gains for domestic investors. Meanwhile, bond yields
generally rose, while the yield curve flattened.

ECONOMIC SNAPSHOT

• Real gross domestic product (GDP) in the U.S. increased at an annual rate of
2 percent in the first quarter. The deceleration in growth was driven by weaker
consumer spending, despite being boosted by a significant improvement in net
exports. Looking forward, federal tax cuts and expanded spending point toward
accelerated growth estimates for the second quarter.
• U.S. labor market conditions – part one of the Fed’s dual mandate – remained
strong during the quarter. Despite the quarter-end uptick in the headline
unemployment rate to 4 percent (previously 3.8 percent), it remains near multidecade lows. In addition, job growth remains robust (monthly average of 211,000
new jobs in the second quarter), weekly jobless claims reached a generational low
and job openings reached a new record high. In fact, for the first time, there are
more job openings than the number of unemployed persons.
• Inflation – the second part of the Fed’s dual mandate – continued to march higher.
As measured by the personal consumption expenditures (PCE) core price index,
year-over-year (YoY) inflation reached the Fed’s target of 2 percent for the first time
since 2012.

For the Quarter Ended June 30, 2018
Fixed Income Management

I N T E R E S T R AT E S

• U.S. Treasury yields generally rose over the quarter, with maturities less than three
years increasing 20 to 25 basis points (bps) (0.20 to 0.25 percent), while maturities
greater than five years increased by a lesser amount and 30-year Treasury bonds
were nearly unchanged. The result was a flatter yield curve; the difference between
10-year and two-year Treasury yields narrowed to 33 bps (0.33 percent) by quarterend, a level not hit since June 2007.
• Money market investments, like commercial paper and bank Certificates of Deposit
(CDs), continued to offer attractive yields, reacting quickly to the periodic Fed rate
hikes.
• After widening in the first quarter, credit spreads remained volatile in the second
quarter, but ended the quarter only modestly wider. Healthy corporate fundamentals
remained supportive.

SECTOR PERFORMANCE

• Rising yields caused shorter-maturity to outperform longer-maturity Treasury
indices; the exception was 30-year Treasury bonds, which were buoyed by
incremental income amid relatively unchanged yields over the quarter. For example,
the three-month Treasury bill index generated +0.45 percent of total return for
the quarter, while the five-year Treasury returned -0.05 percent, and the 30-year
Treasury returned +0.51 percent.
• Federal agency returns were in line with similar-duration U.S. Treasury securities
for the quarter, as spreads across the majority of the curve continued to trade very
narrowly. The incremental income benefit from the sector continues to be minimal.
• For the second consecutive quarter, the municipal sector was a top performer,
as the sector continued to reap the benefits of a sharp slowdown in supply
following the year-end flurry of issuance. From both an absolute and excess return
perspective, the sector was a positive contributor to portfolio performance for the
quarter.
• Shorter-term corporates generated positive excess returns in the quarter as
incremental income offset modestly wider yield spreads. But, longer-term
corporates (five years and longer) underperformed Treasuries as the impact of
wider yield spreads on longer-duration securities overwhelmed the benefit of higher
yields.
• After a general underperformance of mortgage-backed securities (MBS) in the first
quarter, the sector found its footing in the second quarter. Nevertheless, returns in
the MBS sector continue to be very much structure-dependent as specific maturity
and coupon characteristics drove relative performance.
• Short-term commercial paper and bank CDs continued to offer incremental
value relative to both short- and intermediate-term government securities. The
incremental yield advantage offered in these sectors continues to be a valuable
return attribute in the face of rising rates.

PFM Asset Management LLC
4 of 44

Attachment 1

For the Quarter Ended June 30, 2018
Fixed Income Management

QUARTERLY MARKET SUMMARY
Economic Snapshot
Latest

Labor Market
Unemployment Rate

Jun '18

4.0%

Mar '18

Jun '17

4.1%

4.3%

Unemployment Rate (left) vs. Change in Nonfarm Payrolls (right)

6%

Change In NonFarm Payrolls

Jun '18

213,000

155,000

239,000

Average Hourly Earnings (YoY)

Jun '18

2.7%

2.6%

2.5%

May '18

4.0%

3.7%

2.4%

6/30/18

231,000

242,000

251,000

Real GDP (QoQ SAAR)

2018Q1

2.0%

2.9%

GDP Personal Consumption (QoQ SAAR)

2018Q1

0.9%

4.0%

1.9%

Retail Sales (YoY)

May '18

5.9%

5.1%

3.5%

Jun '18

60.2

59.3

56.7

May '18

5.43 mil.

5.60 mil.

5.50 mil.

May '18

2.3%

2.0%

1.4%

Personal Income (YoY)
Initial Jobless Claims (week)

Change In NonFarm Payrolls

Unemployment Rate
450K

5%

300K

4%

150K

3%
Jun '15

Dec '15

Jun '16

Dec '16

Jun '17

Dec '17

0
Jun '18

Growth

ISM Manufacturing Survey (month)

1
1

1.2%

2
2

2%

0%

Existing Home Sales SAAR (month)

Real GDP (QoQ)

4%

Mar '15

Sep '15

Mar '16

Sep '16

Mar '17

Sep '17

Mar '18

Inflation / Prices
Personal Consumption Expenditures (YoY)
Consumer Price Index (YoY)

May '18

2.8%

2.4%

1.6%

Consumer Price Index Core (YoY)

May '18

2.2%

2.1%

1.7%

Crude Oil Futures (WTI, per barrel)

Jun 30

$74.15

$64.94

$46.04

Gold Futures (oz.)

Jun 30

$1,255

$1,323

$1,242

Consumer Price Index
CPI (YoY)

3%

Core CPI (YoY)

2%
1%
0%
Jun '15

Dec '15

1. Data as of Fourth Quarter 2017.
2. Data as of First Quarter 2017.
Note: YoY = year-over-year, QoQ = quarter over quarter, SAAR = seasonally adjusted annual rate, WTI = West Texas Intermediate crude oil.
Source: Bloomberg.
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Jun '16

Dec '16

Jun '17

Dec '17

Jun '18

Attachment 1

For the Quarter Ended June 30, 2018
Fixed Income Management

QUARTERLY MARKET SUMMARY
Interest Rate Overview
U.S. Treasury Note Yields

U.S. Treasury Yield Curve
4%

3.5%
3.0%

3%

2.0%

Yield

Yield

2.5%

1.5%

2%
1%

1.0%

6/30/18

U.S. Treasury Yields
Jun '18

Mar '18

June 30, 2017

Yield Curves as of 6/30/18

Change
Over
Quarter

Jun '17

5%

Change
Over Year

1-year

2.31%

2.09%

0.22%

1.23%

1.08%

2-year

2.53%

2.27%

0.26%

1.38%

1.15%

5-year

2.74%

2.56%

0.18%

1.89%

0.85%

10-year

2.86%

2.74%

0.12%

2.31%

0.55%

30-year

2.99%

2.97%

0.02%

2.84%

0.15%

3%
2%
1%
0%

U.S. Treasury

Source: Bloomberg.
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Maturity
Federal Agency

30-yr

0.91%

25-yr

1.01%

10-yr

0.21%

7-yr

1.71%

5-yr

1.92%

3-yr
2-yr
1-yr
3-mo

3-month

4%

Yield

Maturity

Maturity
March 31, 2018

June 30, 2018

10-Year

30-yr

5-Year

3/31/18

10-yr

2-Year

12/31/17

7-yr

9/30/17

5-yr

0.0%
6/30/17

3-yr
2-yr
1-yr
3-mo

0%

0.5%

Corporates, A Rated

Attachment 1

QUARTERLY MARKET SUMMARY

For the Quarter Ended June 30, 2018
Fixed Income Management

ICE BofAML Index Returns
June 30, 2018

As of 6/30/18

Returns for Periods ended 6/30/18

Duration

Yield

3 Month

1 Year

3 Years

U.S. Treasury

1.81

2.51%

0.22%

0.08%

0.42%

Federal Agency

1.67

2.55%

0.23%

0.30%

0.60%

U.S. Corporates, A-AAA rated

1.89

3.11%

0.47%

0.57%

1.28%

Agency MBS (0 to 3 years)

2.40

2.84%

(0.05%)

0.34%

1.06%

Taxable Municipals

1.58

2.83%

0.40%

1.74%

2.21%

U.S. Treasury

2.58

2.58%

0.13%

(0.35%)

0.50%

Federal Agency

2.01

2.59%

0.20%

0.08%

0.69%

U.S. Corporates, A-AAA rated

2.66

3.26%

0.30%

0.08%

1.45%

Agency MBS (0 to 5 years)

3.29

3.04%

(0.21%)

(0.35%)

1.00%

Taxable Municipals

2.29

2.96%

0.33%

1.39%

2.37%

1-3 Year Indices

1-5 Year Indices

Master Indices (Maturities 1 Year or Greater)
U.S. Treasury

6.22

2.71%

0.11%

(0.60%)

1.13%

Federal Agency

3.78

2.75%

(0.02%)

(0.04%)

1.16%

U.S. Corporates, A-AAA rated

6.90

3.74%

(0.70%)

(0.80%)

2.62%

Agency MBS (0 to 30 years)

5.09

3.38%

0.31%

0.15%

1.48%

10.53

3.99%

(0.28%)

2.81%

5.49%

Taxable Municipals

Returns for periods greater than one year are annualized.
Source: ICE BofAML Indices.
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QUARTERLY MARKET SUMMARY

For the Quarter Ended June 30, 2018
Fixed Income Management

DISCLOSURES
PFM is the marketing name for a group of affiliated companies providing a range of services. All services are provided through separate agreements with each company.
This material is for general information purposes only and is not intended to provide specific advice or a specific recommendation.
Investment advisory services are provided by PFM Asset Management LLC which is registered with the Securities and Exchange Commission under the Investment
Advisers Act of 1940. The information contained is not an offer to purchase or sell any securities. Additional applicable regulatory information is available upon request.
For more information regarding PFM’s services or entities, please visit www.pfm.com.
The views expressed within this material constitute the perspective and judgment of PFM Asset Management LLC at the time of distribution and are subject to change.
Information is obtained from sources generally believed to be reliable and available to the public; however, PFM Asset Management LLC cannot guarantee its accuracy,
completeness, or suitability. This material is for general information purposes only and is not intended to provide specific advice or recommendation. The information
contained in this report is not an offer to purchase or sell any securities.
© 2018 PFM Asset Management LLC. Further distribution is not permitted without prior written consent.
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Attachment 1
For the Quarter Ended June 30, 2018
Executive Summary

CITY OF ROWLETT, TEXAS



The Portfolios are of high credit quality and invested in U.S. Treasury, federal agency, and commercial paper securities.



The Long Term Fund Portfolio’s quarterly total return performance of 0.32% outperformed the benchmark performance of
0.22% by 0.10%. For the last 12 months the Portfolio’s total return performance of 0.30% outperformed the benchmark
performance of 0.08%.



During the quarter, all of the securities in the Pooled Funds portfolio matured.



Despite the myriad of global headwinds to economic growth, including global trade wars and geopolitical uncertainty, the
strength and resolve of domestic economic themes continued to rule the day:



–

U.S. GDP grew at 2% in Q1 with YOY growth up to 2.8%;

–

Inflation trended higher, as the personal consumption expenditures (PCE) core price index grew at 2% YOY for the
first time since 2012;

–

The labor market saw continued strength as the U.S. unemployment rate reached a multi-decade low of 3.8% (before
bouncing back to 4% in June), job growth remained robust, and wages trended modestly higher;

–

The S&P 500 Index grinded out a 3.4% return for the quarter;

–

The Fed increased short-term rates by an additional ¼ percent in June and is expected to continue to pursue
additional gradual rate hikes over the near-term.

In light of continued economic growth, inflation near the Fed’s symmetric target of 2%, and strong labor market conditions,
the Fed appears poised to raise rates further. As a result of the expectation for one or two additional hikes in 2018 and
three to four more in 2019, our view remains that the general trend of interest rates will be to increase gradually over the
near-term. Therefore, we plan to maintain a defensive duration posture to mitigate a portion of interest rate risk relative to
benchmarks.
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For the Quarter Ended June 30, 2018
City of Rowlett, Texas

Portfolio Statistics

Summary Portfolio Statistics

Account Name
Pooled Funds
Long Term Pooled Fund
TexPool
American National Bank of Texas
Total

Amortized Cost1,2,3
June 30, 2018

Amortized Cost1,2,3
March 31, 2018

Market Value1,2,3
March 31, 2018

Duration (Years)
June 30, 2018

$0
23,236,725
34,349,869.83
7,711,259.01

$1,096,821
13,216,827
46,368,874.53
11,122,016.52

$0
23,055,025
34,349,870
7,711,259

$1,095,460
13,047,570
46,368,875
11,122,017

0.000
1.680
0.003
0.003

$65,297,854

$71,804,539

$65,116,154

$71,633,921

0.597

Yield to Maturity
at Cost4

Yield to Maturity
at Cost4

June 30, 2018

Pooled Funds
Long Term Pooled Fund
TexPool5
American National Bank of Texas
Weighted Average YTM

Account Name

Market Value1,2,3
June 30, 2018

March 31, 2018

Yield to Maturity
at Market
June 30, 2018

Yield to Maturity
at Market
March 31, 2018

Duration (Years)
March 31, 2018

0.00%
1.91%
1.92%
0.00%

1.55%
1.34%
1.64%
0.00%

0.00%
2.50%
1.92%
0.00%

2.16%
2.25%
1.64%
0.00%

0.190
1.520
0.003
0.003

1.69%

1.33%

1.90%

1.50%

0.282

Monthly Interest earnings YTD6, 7
October 2017
November 2017
December 2017
January 2018
February 2018
March 2018

$29,480.29
$10,670.76
$51,196.84
$33,038.08
$50,350.92
$85,103.02

April 2018
May 2018
June 2018
July 2018
August 2018
September 2018

$52,260.31
$110,128.39
$69,333.65

Total Fiscal Year Net Earnings

$491,562

Notes:
1. On a trade-date basis, including accrued interest.
2. In order to comply with GASB accrual accounting reporting requirements; forward settling trades are included in the monthly balances.
3. Excludes any money market fund/cash balances held in custodian account.
4. Past performance is not indicative of future results.
5. TexPool yield is obtained from www.texpool.com.
6. Earnings are calculated on a cash basis and are subject to the receipt of coupon payments, maturities within the portfolio, and money market fund balances.
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For the Quarter Ended June 30, 2018
Amortized Cost and Market Value Analysis

City of Rowlett, Texas

Summary Portfolio Amortized Cost and Market Value Analysis

BANK/MONEY MARKET FUNDS
CUSIP

DESCRIPTION

TEXPOOL
BANK ACCT

TEXPOOL
AMERICAN NATIONAL BANK OF TEXAS

PAR

COUPON

3/31/2018

3/31/2018

3/31/2018

6/30/2018

6/30/2018

6/30/2018

CHANGE IN

MATURITY

ACCRUED

AMORTIZED

MARKET

ACCRUED

AMORTIZED

MARKET

MARKET

DATE

INTEREST

COST

VALUE

INTEREST

COST

VALUE

TOTAL

VALUE

$0.00
0.00
$0.00

$46,368,874.53
11,122,016.52
$57,490,891.05

$46,368,874.53
11,122,016.52
$57,490,891.05

$0.00
0.00
$0.00

$34,349,869.83
7,711,259.01
$42,061,128.84

$34,349,869.83
7,711,259.01
$42,061,128.84

-25.92%
-30.67%
-26.84%

$0.00

$57,490,891.05

$57,490,891.05

$0.00

$42,061,128.84

$42,061,128.84

-26.84%

POOLED FUNDS
COMMERCIAL PAPER
06538CF89

BANK OF TOKYO MITS UFJ LTD COMM PAPER

550,000.00

0.000

06/08/18

0.00

548,379.33

547,662.50

0.00

0.00

0.00

09659CF86

BNP PARIBARS COMM PAPER

550,000.00

0.000

06/08/18

0.00

548,441.67

547,797.80

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00%
0.00%

$1,100,000

$0.00

$1,096,821.00

$1,095,460.30

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

-100.00%

$1,100,000

$0.00

$1,096,821.00

$1,095,460.30

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

-100.000%

0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
231.82%

TOTAL

LONG TERM POOLED FUND
COMMERCIAL PAPER
22533UA86

Credit Agricole Commercial Paper

425,000.00

0.000

07/06/18

0.00

422,937.33

422,411.33

0.00

0.00

0.00

46640QD65

JP Morgan Commercial Paper

425,000.00

0.000

04/06/18

0.00

424,910.28

424,830.43

0.00

0.00

0.00

22533UG64

Credit Agricole Cib Ny Comm Paper

425,000.00

0.000

7/6/2018

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

424,892.57

424,852.10

46640QM32

Jp Morgan Securities Llc Comm Paper

425,000.00

0.000

12/3/2018

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

420,498.54

420,486.93

25214PHM8

Dexia Credit Local Sa Ny Comm Paper

600,000.00

0.000

2/26/2019

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

590,080.00

589,904.40

46640QQ12

Jp Morgan Securities Llc Comm Paper

700,000.00

0.000

3/1/2019

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

688,045.75

687,780.80

89233HQ15

Toyota Motor Credit Corp Comm Paper

700,000.00

0.000

3/1/2019

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

688,423.75

688,304.40

$0

$847,848

$847,242

$0

$2,811,941

$2,811,329

$3,700,000
FED AGY BOND/NOTE
3137EADZ9

FREDDIE MAC NOTES

500,000

1.125

4/15/2019

2,593.75

500,851.00

494,674.50

1.13

500,646.80

495,390.50

3135G0ZE6

FNMA NOTES

600,000

1.750

6/20/2019

2,945.83

605,624.21

596,925.60

1.75

604,477.38

596,296.20

3137EAEB1

FHLMC REFERENCE NOTE

600,000

0.875

7/19/2019

1,050.00

598,844.50

589,695.00

0.88

599,065.40

590,521.80

3135G0N33

FNMA BENCHMARK NOTE

600,000

0.875

8/2/2019

860.42

598,760.47

589,209.60

0.88

598,991.06

590,027.40

3135G0P49

FNMA NOTES

900,000

1.000

8/28/2019

825.00

898,997.99

885,067.20

1.00

899,174.84

885,280.50

3130ACE26

FHLB NOTES

1,000,000

1.750

9/28/2020

114.58

997,369.52

975,482.00

1.38

997,629.55

972,250.00

0.14%
-0.11%
0.14%
0.14%
0.02%
-0.33%

$8,389.58

$4,200,447.69

$4,131,053.90

$7.00

$4,199,985.03

$4,129,766.40

-0.03%

$4,200,000
US TSY BOND/NOTE
912828A34

US TREASURY NOTES

1,450,000

1.250

912828WD8

US TREASURY NOTES

490,000

1.250

912828G61

US TREASURY NOTES

880,000

1.500

912828J84

US TREASURY NOTES

800,000

1.375

912828N63

US TREASURY N/B

500,000

1.125

912828SH4

US TREASURY NOTES

1,950,000

1.375

912828WL0

US TREASURY NOTES

435,000

1.500

912828XM7

US TREASURY NOTES

1,640,000

1.625

912828M98

US TREASURY NOTES

1,000,000

1.625

912828XE5

US TREASURY NOTES

1,000,000

1.500

912828N89

US TREASURY NOTES

9128284B3

US TREASURY N/B NOTES

912828WG1

US TREASURY NOTES

912828WY2

US TREASURY N/B

490,000

1.375

1,000,000

2.375

450,000

2.250

3,100,000

2.250

11/30/2018
10/31/2018
11/30/2019
3/31/2020
1/15/2019
2/28/2019
5/31/2019
7/31/2020
11/30/2020
5/31/2020
1/31/2021
3/15/2021
4/30/2021
7/31/2021

1.684

$614,589.00

$15,185,000.00
TOTAL

TOTAL PORTFOLIO

1,885.30

450,031.38

447,732.45

0.00

0.00

0.00

1,116.71

480,300.58

476,391.23

0.00

0.00

0.00

4,424.18

881,317.78

869,171.60

1,118.03

881,122.28

868,140.24

30.05

795,120.89

785,562.40

2,765.03

795,720.64

784,437.60

1,180.94

499,616.36

496,211.00

2,594.96

499,737.96

497,187.50
1,938,803.10

2,331.52

1,956,939.68

1,936,821.90

8,961.79

1,955,065.22

2,186.95

437,896.98

431,601.78

552.66

437,279.09

431,720.54

4,417.13

1,641,086.73

1,613,669.80

31,451.38

4,587,517.53

4,552,638.08

5,446.43

994,812.33

980,703.00

1,376.37

995,287.26

977,578.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

1,270.49

981,695.20

980,703.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

2,810.39

481,137.31

475,051.08

0.00

0.00

0.00

6,970.11

994,550.71

993,945.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

1,705.84

447,767.55

445,500.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

29,094.61

3,064,576.46

3,064,883.20

0.00%
0.00%
-0.12%
-0.14%
0.20%
0.10%
0.03%
182.13%
-0.32%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%

$23,019.21

$8,137,122.71

$8,037,865.16

$90,671.66

$16,121,457.21

$16,010,587.34

99.19%

$23,085,000.00

$31,408.79

$13,185,418.01

$13,016,160.82

$90,678.66

$23,133,382.85

$22,951,682.37

76.332%

$24,185,000

$31,408.79

$71,773,130.06

$71,602,512.17

$90,678.66

$65,194,511.69

$65,012,811.21

-9.20%
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For the Quarter Ended June 30, 2018
Composition and Credit Quality Characteristics

City of Rowlett, Texas

Summary Portfolio Composition and Credit Quality Characteristics
Security Type1

June 30, 2018

U.S. Treasuries

$16,101,259

24.7%

$8,060,884

11.3%

Federal Agencies

$4,142,437

6.4%

4,139,443

5.8%

Commercial Paper

$2,811,329

4.3%

1,942,702

2.7%

Certificates of Deposit

$0

0.0%

0

0.0%

Bankers Acceptances

$0

0.0%

0

0.0%

Repurchase Agreements

$0

0.0%

0

0.0%

Municipal Obligations

$0

0.0%

0

0.0%

Corporate Notes/Bonds

$0

0.0%

0

0.0%

American National Bank of Texas

7,711,259

11.84%

11,122,017

15.5%

TexPool

34,349,870

52.8%

46,368,875

64.7%

Totals

$65,116,154

100.0%

$71,633,921

100.0%

American
National Bank
of Texas
11.84%

% of Portfolio

March 31, 2018

% of Portfolio

Credit Quality Distribution²
as of 06/30/18

Portfolio Composition
as of 06/30/18

AA+
35.26%

Commercial
Paper
4.32%

A-1+ (Shortterm)
2.23%
A-1 (Shortterm)
2.67%

TexPool
52.75%

Federal
Agency
Obligations
6.36%
U.S.
Treasuries
24.73%

TexPool
59.84%

Notes:
1. End of quarter trade-date market values of portfolio holdings, including accrued interest.
2. Credit rating of securities held in portfolio, exclusive of money market fund, bank or LGIP. Standard & Poor's is the source of the credit ratings.
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For the Quarter Ended June 30, 2018
Maturity Distribution

City of Rowlett, Texas

Summary Portfolio Maturity Distribution
Maturity Distribution1

June 30, 2018

March 31, 2018

Overnight (Money Market Fund)

$42,061,129

$57,490,891

Under 6 Months

845,339

1,942,702

6 - 12 Months

5,939,005

2,886,163

1 - 2 Years

4,711,875

4,471,231

2 - 3 Years

8,464,828

4,842,933

3 - 4 Years

3,093,978

0

4 - 5 Years

0

0

5 Years and Over

0

0

Totals

$65,116,154

$71,633,921

Portfolio Maturity Distribution¹

100%

June 30, 2018

90%
80.3%

Percentage of Total Portfolio

80%
70%

March 31, 2018

64.6%

60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%
1.3%

0%
Overnight

2.7%

Under 6 Months

9.1%

4.0%

6 - 12 Months

7.2%

13.0%
6.2%

6.8%

1 - 2 Years

2 - 3 Years

Notes:
1. Callable securities in portfolio are included in the maturity distribution analysis to their stated maturity date, although they may be called prior to maturity.
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4.8%

0.0%

3 - 4 Years

0.0%

0.0%

4 - 5 Years

0.0%

0.0%

5 Years and Over

Attachment 1

For the Quarter Ended June 30, 2018
General Ledger Entries

City of Rowlett, Texas

Summary Portfolio General Ledger Entries1
Earnings Calculation
4/30/2018
January Market Value
January Accrued Interest

Market Value Basis

Less (Purchases & Deposits)
Less Purchased Interest

(1,374,879.37)
-

61,017,034.36

40,138.58

Add (Sales, Maturities, Paydowns, Withdrawals)
Add Interest Receipts

874,934.71
7,875.00

Less December Market Value
Less December Accrued Interest

(60,480,495.65)
(31,408.79)

Source Document
1 Account Summary Page
2 Account Summary Page
3 Security Transactions & Interest
4 Security Transactions & Interest
5 Security Transactions & Interest
6 Security Transactions & Interest
7 Account Summary Page
8 Account Summary Page

Earnings

53,198.84

Change in Investment Market Value

536,538.71

(1 - 7)

Change in Accrued Interest

8,729.79

(2 - 8)

Change in Cash

(492,069.66)

(sum 3 thru 6)

Investment Entries
To Record Investment Activity
Cash
Investments
Investment Income

Debit

Credit
499,944.66
36,594.05

Source Document
Security Transactions & Interest
Amortization/Accretion
Earnings

16,604.79

Security Transactions & Interest
Accrued Interest Difference
Earnings

536,538.71
To record investment income/changes

Cash
Accrued Interest
Investment Income

7,875.00
8,729.79
To record interest income/changes

Notes:
1. Earnings are calculated using Market Value. This includes unrealized gains and losses, and income.
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For the Quarter Ended June 30, 2018
General Ledger Entries

City of Rowlett, Texas

Summary Portfolio General Ledger Entries1
Earnings Calculation
5/31/2018
February Market Value
February Accrued Interest

Market Value Basis
57,820,974.05
36,713.07

Less (Purchases & Deposits)
Less Purchased Interest

(707,400.06)
-

Add (Sales, Maturities, Paydowns, Withdrawals)
Add Interest Receipts

4,000,000.00
17,987.50

Less January Market Value
Less January Accrued Interest

(61,017,034.36)
(40,138.58)

Earnings

Source Document
1 Account Summary Page
2 Account Summary Page
3 Security Transactions & Interest
4 Security Transactions & Interest
5 Security Transactions & Interest
6 Security Transactions & Interest
7 Account Summary Page
8 Account Summary Page

111,101.62

Change in Investment Market Value

(3,196,060.31)

(1 - 7)

Change in Accrued Interest

(3,425.51)

(2 - 8)

Change in Cash

3,310,587.44

(sum 3 thru 6)

Investment Entries
To Record Investment Activity
Cash
Investments
Investment Income

Debit
3,292,599.94

Credit
3,196,060.31
96,539.63

Source Document
Security Transactions & Interest
Amortization/Accretion
Earnings

3,425.51
14,561.99

Security Transactions & Interest
Accrued Interest Difference
Earnings

To record investment income/changes
Cash
Accrued Interest
Investment Income

17,987.50

To record interest income/changes
Notes:
1. Earnings are calculated using Market Value. This includes unrealized gains and losses, and income.
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For the Quarter Ended June 30, 2018
General Ledger Entries

City of Rowlett, Texas

Summary Portfolio General Ledger Entries1
Earnings Calculation
6/30/2018
March Market Value
March Accrued Interest

Market Value Basis
57,301,552.20
103,342.49

Less (Purchases & Deposits)
Less Purchased Interest

(15,101,622.35)
-

3 Security Transactions & Interest
4 Security Transactions & Interest

15,619,932.84
5,250.00

5 Security Transactions & Interest
6 Security Transactions & Interest

Add (Sales, Maturities, Paydowns, Withdrawals)
Add Interest Receipts
Less February Market Value
Less February Accrued Interest

(57,820,974.05)
(36,713.07)

Earnings

Source Document
1 Account Summary Page
2 Account Summary Page

7 Account Summary Page
8 Account Summary Page

70,768.06

Change in Investment Market Value

(519,421.85)

(1 - 7)

Change in Accrued Interest

66,629.42

(2 - 8)

Change in Cash

523,560.49

(sum 3 thru 6)

Investment Entries
To Record Investment Activity
Cash
Investments
Investment Income

Cash
Accrued Interest
Investment Income

Debit
518,310.49

Credit
519,421.85

1,111.36
To record investment income/changes
5,250.00
66,629.42
71,879.42
To record interest income/changes

Notes:
1. Earnings are calculated using Market Value. This includes unrealized gains and losses, and income.

PFM Asset Management LLC
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Source Document
Security Transactions & Interest
Amortization/Accretion
Earnings

Security Transactions & Interest
Accrued Interest Difference
Earnings
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CITY OF ROWLETT POOLED FUNDS

Portfolio Performance

Portfolio Earnings
Quarter-Ended June 30, 2018

Market Value Basis
Beginning Value (03/31/2018)

Accrual (Amortized Cost) Basis

$1,095,460.30

$1,096,821.00

($1,100,000.00)

($1,100,000.00)

$4,539.70

$3,179.00

Ending Value (06/30/2018)

$0.00

$0.00

Interest Earned

$0.00

$0.00

$4,539.70

$3,179.00

Net Purchases/Sales

Change in Value

Portfolio Earnings

PFM Asset Management LLC
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CITY OF ROWLETT POOLED FUNDS

Portfolio Activity

Quarterly Portfolio Transactions
Trade
Date

Settle
Date

Par ($)

CUSIP

Coupon

Security Description

Maturity
Date

Transact
Amt ($)

Yield
at Market

Realized
G/L (BV)

MATURITY

6/8/18

6/8/18

550,000 09659CF86

BNP PARIBAS NY BRANCH COMM PAPER

0.00%

6/8/18

550,000.00

0.00

6/8/18

6/8/18

550,000 06538CF89

MUFG BANK LTD/NY COMM PAPER

0.00%

6/8/18

550,000.00

0.00

1,100,000.00

0.00

Total MATURITY

1,100,000

PFM Asset Management LLC
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CITY OF ROWLETT POOLED FUNDS

Portfolio Activity

Quarterly Portfolio Transactions
Tran.
Type

Trade
Date

Settle
Date

Par ($)

CUSIP

Security Description

Coupon

Maturity
Date

Transact
Amt ($)

Yield

Realized
G/L (BV)

MATURITY

6/8/18

6/8/18

550,000.00 09659CF86

BNP PARIBAS NY BRANCH COMM PAPER

0.00%

6/8/18

550,000.00

0.00

MATURITY

6/8/18

6/8/18

550,000.00 06538CF89

MUFG BANK LTD/NY COMM PAPER

0.00%

6/8/18

550,000.00

0.00

1,100,000.00

0.00

TOTALS

PFM Asset Management LLC
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CITY OF ROWLETT LONG TERM POOLED FUND

Portfolio Snapshot
Sector Allocation

Credit Quality (S&P Ratings)

Commercial
Paper
12.3%
Federal
Agency/GSE
18.0%

A-1
6.7%
A-1+
5.6%

Portfolio Statistics
As of June 30, 2018

Par Value:

$23,295,000

Total Market Value:

$23,055,025

Security Market Value:
Accrued Interest:
Cash:
Amortized Cost:

$22,951,682
$103,342

$23,133,383

Yield at Market:

2.50%

Yield at Cost:

1.91%

Effective Duration:

1.68 Years

Duration to Worst:

1.68 Years

Average Maturity:
Average Credit: *

U.S.
Treasury
69.7%

-

AA+
87.8%

Maturity Distribution
40%

1.74 Years
AA

36.7%

35%
30%

29.5%

25%
20.5%

20%
15%

13.4%

10%
5%
0%
0 - 1 Year

1 - 2 Years

2 - 3 Years

3 - 4 Years

0.0%

0.0%

4 - 5 Years

> 5 Years

* An average of each security’s credit rating assigned a numeric value and adjusted for its relative weighting in the portfolio.

PFM Asset Management LLC
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CITY OF ROWLETT LONG TERM POOLED FUND

Portfolio Performance

Portfolio Performance (Total Return)
Annualized Return
Effective
Duration

Current
Quarter

1 Year

3 Year

5 Year

10 Year

Since Inception
(06/30/06) **

CITY OF ROWLETT LONG TERM POOLED FUND

1.68

0.32%

0.30%

0.52%

0.64%

1.26%

2.03%

ICE BofAML 1-3 Year U.S. Treasury Index

1.80

0.22%

0.08%

0.42%

0.58%

1.24%

2.04%

0.10%

0.22%

0.10%

0.06%

0.02%

-0.01%

Portfolio/Benchmark

Difference

2.4%
2.03% 2.04%

Total Return

2.0%
1.6%
1.26% 1.24%

1.2%
0.8%
0.52%

0.4%

0.32%

0.22%

0.30%

0.64%

0.58%

0.42%

0.08%

0.0%
Current Quarter

1 Year

3 Year

5 Year

10 Year

Since Inception

ICE BofAML 1-3 Year U.S. Treasury Index

CITY OF ROWLETT LONG TERM POOLED FUND

Portfolio performance is gross of fees unless otherwise indicated. **Since Inception performance is not shown for periods less than one year.

PFM Asset Management LLC
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CITY OF ROWLETT LONG TERM POOLED FUND

Portfolio Performance

Portfolio Performance (Total Return)
Annualized Return

Quarter Ended

Effective
Duration

Portfolio/Benchmark

06/30/18

03/31/18

12/31/17

09/30/17

1 Year

3 Year

5 Year

CITY OF ROWLETT LONG TERM POOLED FUND

1.68

0.32%

-0.07%

-0.20%

0.25%

0.30%

0.52%

0.64%

ICE BofAML 1-3 Year U.S. Treasury Index

1.80

0.22%

-0.13%

-0.25%

0.24%

0.08%

0.42%

0.58%

0.10%

0.06%

0.05%

0.01%

0.22%

0.10%

0.06%

Difference

0.8%
0.64%

Total Return

0.6%
0.4%

0.52%

0.58%

0.42%
0.32%
0.25% 0.24%

0.22%

0.30%

0.2%
0.08%

0.0%
-0.07%

-0.2%

-0.13%
-0.20%

-0.25%

-0.4%
06/30/18

03/31/18

12/31/17

09/30/17

1 Year

3 Year

5 Year

ICE BofAML 1-3 Year U.S. Treasury Index

CITY OF ROWLETT LONG TERM POOLED FUND

Portfolio performance is gross of fees unless otherwise indicated.

PFM Asset Management LLC
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CITY OF ROWLETT LONG TERM POOLED FUND

Portfolio Performance

Portfolio Performance (Total Return)
Quarter Ended

Effective
Duration

06/30/18

1.68

Annualized Return

03/31/18

12/31/17

09/30/17

1 Year

3 Year

5 Year

0.32%

-0.07%

-0.20%

0.25%

0.30%

0.52%

0.64%

-

0.30%

-0.09%

-0.22%

0.23%

0.22%

0.44%

0.56%

1.80

0.22%

-0.13%

-0.25%

0.24%

0.08%

0.42%

0.58%

Difference (Gross)

0.10%

0.06%

0.05%

0.01%

0.22%

0.10%

0.06%

Difference (Net)

0.08%

0.04%

0.03%

-0.01%

0.14%

0.02%

-0.02%

Portfolio/Benchmark
CITY OF ROWLETT LONG TERM POOLED FUND

Net of Fees **
ICE BofAML 1-3 Year U.S. Treasury Index

0.8%
0.64%

0.6%

0.52%

0.58%

Total Return

0.42%

0.4%

0.32%
0.25% 0.24%

0.22%

0.30%

0.2%
0.08%

0.0%
-0.07%

-0.2%

-0.13%
-0.20%

-0.25%

-0.4%
06/30/18

03/31/18

12/31/17

09/30/17

1 Year

3 Year

5 Year

ICE BofAML 1-3 Year U.S. Treasury Index

CITY OF ROWLETT LONG TERM POOLED FUND

Portfolio performance is gross of fees unless otherwise indicated. ** Fees were calculated based on average assets during the period at the contractual rate.

PFM Asset Management LLC
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CITY OF ROWLETT LONG TERM POOLED FUND

Portfolio Performance

Portfolio Earnings
Quarter-Ended June 30, 2018

Market Value Basis
Beginning Value (03/31/2018)

Net Purchases/Sales

Change in Value

Ending Value (06/30/2018)

Interest Earned
Portfolio Earnings

Accrual (Amortized Cost) Basis

$13,016,160.82

$13,185,418.01

$9,939,915.85

$9,939,915.85

($4,394.30)

$8,048.99

$22,951,682.37

$23,133,382.85

$53,731.58

$53,731.58

$49,337.28

$61,780.57

PFM Asset Management LLC

Account ****1504
25 of 44

Attachment 1
For the Quarter Ended June 30, 2018

CITY OF ROWLETT LONG TERM POOLED FUND

Portfolio Composition

Sector Allocation
June 30, 2018
Sector

MV ($MM)

% of Total

December 31, 2017

March 31, 2018
MV ($MM)

% of Total

MV ($MM)

% of Total

September 30, 2017
MV ($MM)

% of Total

16.0

69.7%

8.0

61.8%

8.1

61.8%

8.1

61.9%

Federal Agency/GSE

4.1

18.0%

4.1

31.7%

4.1

31.7%

4.2

31.7%

Commercial Paper

2.8

12.3%

0.8

6.5%

0.8

6.5%

0.8

6.4%

$23.0

100.0%

$13.0

100.0%

$13.1

100.0%

$13.1

100.0%

U.S. Treasury

Total

100%
90%
80%
70%
Commercial Paper
Federal Agency/GSE
U.S. Treasury

60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%
0%
June 2018

March 2018

December 2017

September 2017

Detail may not add to total due to rounding.

PFM Asset Management LLC
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CITY OF ROWLETT LONG TERM POOLED FUND

Portfolio Composition

Maturity Distribution
As of June 30, 2018
Yield
at Market

Average
Maturity

0-1
Years

1-2
Years

2-3
Years

3-4
Years

4-5
Years

>5
Years

CITY OF ROWLETT LONG TERM POOLED FUND

2.50%

1.74 yrs

29.5%

20.5%

36.7%

13.4%

0.0%

0.0%

ICE BofAML 1-3 Year U.S. Treasury Index

2.53%

1.94 yrs

2.9%

54.0%

43.1%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

Portfolio/Benchmark

60%
54.0%

50%
43.1%

40%
30%

36.7%
29.5%
20.5%

20%

13.4%

10%
2.9%

0.0%

0%
0-1 Years

1-2 Years

2-3 Years

0.0%

3-4 Years

CITY OF ROWLETT LONG TERM POOLED FUND

0.0%

4-5 Years

0.0%

0.0%

> 5 Years

ICE BofAML 1-3 Year U.S. Treasury Index

PFM Asset Management LLC
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CITY OF ROWLETT LONG TERM POOLED FUND

Portfolio Composition

Duration Distribution
As of June 30, 2018

Effective
Duration

0-1 YEARS

1-2 YEARS

2-3 YEARS

3-4 YEARS

4-5 YEARS

> 5 YEARS

CITY OF ROWLETT LONG TERM POOLED FUND

1.68

29.5%

20.5%

50.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

ICE BofAML 1-3 Year U.S. Treasury Index

1.80

2.9%

55.4%

41.7%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

Portfolio / Benchmark

Contribution to Portfolio Duration

Distribution by Effective Duration
60%

55%

80%
50%

50%

71%

70%
42%

60%

40%

54%

50%
30%

44%

29%

40%
20%

20%

30%
20%

10%

10%

3%

0%

0-1 Years

0%
1-2 Years

2-3 Years

0%

3-4 Years

0%

0%

4-5 Years

0%

0%

0%

> 5 Years

17%
11%
2%

0-1 Years

0%

1-2 Years

2-3 Years

3-4 Years

CITY OF ROWLETT LONG TERM POOLED FUND

CITY OF ROWLETT LONG TERM POOLED FUND

ICE BofAML 1-3 Year U.S. Treasury Index

ICE BofAML 1-3 Year U.S. Treasury Index

PFM Asset Management LLC

0%

0%

0%

4-5 Years

0%

0%

> 5 Years
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CITY OF ROWLETT LONG TERM POOLED FUND

Portfolio Composition

Credit Quality
As of June 30, 2018
S&P Rating

Market Value ($)

% of Portfolio

AA+

$20,140,354

87.8%

A-1

$1,533,120

6.7%

A-1+

$1,278,209

5.6%

$22,951,682

100.0%

Totals

A-1
6.7%
A-1+
5.6%

AA+
87.8%

Detail may not add to total due to rounding.

PFM Asset Management LLC
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CITY OF ROWLETT LONG TERM POOLED FUND

Portfolio Composition

Issuer Distribution
As of June 30, 2018
Issuer

Market Value ($)

UNITED STATES TREASURY

% of Portfolio

16,010,587

69.8%

FANNIE MAE

2,071,604

9.0%

JP MORGAN CHASE & CO

1,108,268

4.8%

FREDDIE MAC

1,085,912

4.7%

FEDERAL HOME LOAN BANKS

972,250

4.2%

TOYOTA MOTOR CORP

688,304

3.0%

DEXIA GROUP

589,904

2.6%

CREDIT AGRICOLE SA

424,852

1.9%

22,951,682

100.0%

Grand Total:

PFM Asset Management LLC
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CITY OF ROWLETT LONG TERM POOLED FUND

Portfolio Composition

Sector/Issuer Distribution
As of June 30, 2018
Sector / Issuer

Market Value ($)

% of Sector

% of Total Portfolio

Commercial Paper

CREDIT AGRICOLE SA

424,852

15.1%

1.9%

DEXIA GROUP

589,904

21.0%

2.6%

1,108,268

39.4%

4.8%

688,304

24.5%

3.0%

2,811,329

100.0%

12.2%

2,071,604

50.2%

9.0%

972,250

23.5%

4.2%

FREDDIE MAC

1,085,912

26.3%

4.7%

Sector Total

4,129,766

100.0%

18.0%

UNITED STATES TREASURY

16,010,587

100.0%

69.8%

Sector Total

16,010,587

100.0%

69.8%

JP MORGAN CHASE & CO
TOYOTA MOTOR CORP
Sector Total

Federal Agency/GSE

FANNIE MAE
FEDERAL HOME LOAN BANKS

U.S. Treasury

22,951,682

Portfolio Total

PFM Asset Management LLC

100.0%

100.0%
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CITY OF ROWLETT LONG TERM POOLED FUND

Portfolio Activity

Quarterly Portfolio Transactions
Trade
Date

Settle
Date

Par ($)

CUSIP

Security Description

Coupon

Maturity
Date

Transact
Amt ($)

Yield
at Market

Realized
G/L (BV)

BUY

4/6/18

4/9/18

425,000 46640QM32

JP MORGAN SECURITIES LLC COMM PAPER

0.00%

12/3/18

418,088.08

2.50%

4/6/18

4/9/18

450,000 912828WG1

US TREASURY NOTES

2.25%

4/30/21

452,066.94

2.43%

6/5/18

6/6/18

1,000,000 912828XE5

US TREASURY NOTES

1.50%

5/31/20

981,300.59

2.48%

6/5/18

6/6/18

3,000,000 912828XM7

US TREASURY NOTES

1.62%

7/31/20

2,961,772.92

2.51%

6/5/18

6/6/18

1,000,000 9128284B3

US TREASURY N/B NOTES

2.37%

3/15/21

999,770.72

2.58%

6/5/18

6/6/18

3,100,000 912828WY2

US TREASURY N/B

2.25%

7/31/21

3,088,070.59

2.64%

6/5/18

6/6/18

700,000 46640QQ12

JP MORGAN SECURITIES LLC COMM PAPER

0.00%

3/1/19

686,815.89

2.58%

6/5/18

6/6/18

600,000 25214PHM8

DEXIA CREDIT LOCAL SA NY COMM PAPER

0.00%

2/26/19

589,046.67

2.53%

6/5/18

6/6/18

700,000 89233HQ15

TOYOTA MOTOR CREDIT CORP COMM PAPER

0.00%

3/1/19

687,232.78

2.50%

10,975,000

Total BUY

10,864,165.18

INTEREST

4/15/18

4/15/18

500,000 3137EADZ9

FREDDIE MAC NOTES

1.12%

4/15/19

2,812.50

4/30/18

4/30/18

450,000 912828WG1

US TREASURY NOTES

2.25%

4/30/21

5,062.50

5/31/18

5/31/18

880,000 912828G61

US TREASURY NOTES

1.50%

11/30/19

6,600.00

5/31/18

5/31/18

435,000 912828WL0

US TREASURY NOTES

1.50%

5/31/19

3,262.50

5/31/18

5/31/18

1,000,000 912828M98

US TREASURY NOTES

1.62%

11/30/20

8,125.00

6/20/18

6/20/18

600,000 3135G0ZE6

FNMA NOTES

1.75%

6/20/19

5,250.00

Total INTEREST

3,865,000

31,112.50

MATURITY

4/6/18

4/6/18

425,000 46640QD65

JP MORGAN SECURITIES LLC

0.00%

PFM Asset Management LLC

4/6/18

425,000.00

0.00
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CITY OF ROWLETT LONG TERM POOLED FUND
Trade
Date

Settle
Date

Total MATURITY

Par ($)

CUSIP

Portfolio Activity

Coupon

Security Description

Maturity
Date

425,000

Transact
Amt ($)

Yield
at Market

425,000.00

Realized
G/L (BV)

0.00

SELL

4/6/18
Total SELL

4/9/18

450,000 912828A34

US TREASURY NOTES

1.25%

450,000

11/30/18

449,934.71
449,934.71

PFM Asset Management LLC

1.97%

(2,104.57)
-2,104.57
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CITY OF ROWLETT LONG TERM POOLED FUND

Portfolio Activity

Quarterly Portfolio Transactions
Tran.
Type

Trade
Date

Settle
Date

Par ($)

CUSIP

Security Description

Coupon

Maturity
Date

Transact
Amt ($)

Yield

MATURITY

4/6/18

4/6/18

425,000.00 46640QD65

JP MORGAN SECURITIES LLC

0.00%

4/6/18

425,000.00

BUY

4/6/18

4/9/18

425,000.00 46640QM32

JP MORGAN SECURITIES LLC COMM PAPER

0.00%

12/3/18

(418,088.08)

2.50%

BUY

4/6/18

4/9/18

450,000.00 912828WG1

US TREASURY NOTES

2.25%

4/30/21

(452,066.94)

2.43%

SELL

4/6/18

4/9/18

450,000.00 912828A34

US TREASURY NOTES

1.25%

11/30/18

449,934.71

1.97%

INTEREST

4/15/18

4/15/18

500,000.00 3137EADZ9

FREDDIE MAC NOTES

1.12%

4/15/19

2,812.50

INTEREST

4/30/18

4/30/18

450,000.00 912828WG1

US TREASURY NOTES

2.25%

4/30/21

5,062.50

INTEREST

5/31/18

5/31/18

880,000.00 912828G61

US TREASURY NOTES

1.50%

11/30/19

6,600.00

INTEREST

5/31/18

5/31/18

435,000.00 912828WL0

US TREASURY NOTES

1.50%

5/31/19

3,262.50

INTEREST

5/31/18

5/31/18

1,000,000.00 912828M98

US TREASURY NOTES

1.62%

11/30/20

8,125.00

BUY

6/5/18

6/6/18

1,000,000.00 912828XE5

US TREASURY NOTES

1.50%

5/31/20

(981,300.59)

2.48%

BUY

6/5/18

6/6/18

3,000,000.00 912828XM7

US TREASURY NOTES

1.62%

7/31/20

(2,961,772.92)

2.51%

BUY

6/5/18

6/6/18

1,000,000.00 9128284B3

US TREASURY N/B NOTES

2.37%

3/15/21

(999,770.72)

2.58%

BUY

6/5/18

6/6/18

3,100,000.00 912828WY2

US TREASURY N/B

2.25%

7/31/21

(3,088,070.59)

2.64%

BUY

6/5/18

6/6/18

700,000.00 46640QQ12

JP MORGAN SECURITIES LLC COMM PAPER

0.00%

3/1/19

(686,815.89)

2.58%

BUY

6/5/18

6/6/18

600,000.00 25214PHM8

DEXIA CREDIT LOCAL SA NY COMM PAPER

0.00%

2/26/19

(589,046.67)

2.53%

BUY

6/5/18

6/6/18

700,000.00 89233HQ15

TOYOTA MOTOR CREDIT CORP COMM PAPER

0.00%

3/1/19

(687,232.78)

2.50%

INTEREST

6/20/18

6/20/18

600,000.00 3135G0ZE6

FNMA NOTES

1.75%

6/20/19

5,250.00

TOTALS

(9,958,117.97)

PFM Asset Management LLC

Realized
G/L (BV)

0.00

(2,104.57)

(2,104.57)
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CITY OF ROWLETT LONG TERM POOLED FUND

Portfolio Holdings

Managed Account Detail of Securities Held
Security Type/Description
Dated Date/Coupon/Maturity

CUSIP

Par

S&P
Rating

Moody's
Rating

Trade
Date

Settle
Date

Original
Cost

YTM
at Cost

Accrued
Interest

Amortized
Cost

Market
Value

U.S. Treasury Bond / Note

US TREASURY N/B
DTD 01/15/2016 1.125% 01/15/2019

912828N63

500,000.00

AA+

Aaa

1/5/2017

1/6/2017

499,023.44

1.22

2,594.96

499,737.96

497,187.50

US TREASURY NOTES
DTD 02/29/2012 1.375% 02/28/2019

912828SH4

1,950,000.00

AA+

Aaa

2/2/2016

2/4/2016

1,973,080.08

0.98

8,961.79

1,955,065.22

1,938,803.10

US TREASURY NOTES
DTD 06/02/2014 1.500% 05/31/2019

912828WL0

435,000.00

AA+

Aaa

5/3/2016

5/4/2016

442,578.52

0.92

552.66

437,279.09

431,720.54

US TREASURY NOTES
DTD 12/01/2014 1.500% 11/30/2019

912828G61

880,000.00

AA+

Aaa

12/6/2016

12/7/2016

882,337.50

1.41

1,118.03

881,122.28

868,140.24

US TREASURY NOTES
DTD 03/31/2015 1.375% 03/31/2020

912828J84

800,000.00

AA+

Aaa

3/9/2017

3/10/2017

792,593.75

1.69

2,765.03

795,720.64

784,437.60

US TREASURY NOTES
DTD 06/01/2015 1.500% 05/31/2020

912828XE5

1,000,000.00

AA+

Aaa

6/5/2018

6/6/2018

981,054.69

2.48

1,270.49

981,695.20

980,703.00

US TREASURY NOTES
DTD 07/31/2015 1.625% 07/31/2020

912828XM7

1,640,000.00

AA+

Aaa

7/10/2017

7/11/2017

1,641,409.38

1.60

11,116.44

1,640,971.68

1,609,122.08

US TREASURY NOTES
DTD 07/31/2015 1.625% 07/31/2020

912828XM7

3,000,000.00

AA+

Aaa

6/5/2018

6/6/2018

2,944,804.69

2.51

20,334.94

2,946,545.85

2,943,516.00

US TREASURY NOTES
DTD 11/30/2015 1.625% 11/30/2020

912828M98

1,000,000.00

AA+

Aaa

994,101.56

1.83

1,376.37

995,287.26

977,578.00

US TREASURY NOTES
DTD 01/31/2016 1.375% 01/31/2021

912828N89

490,000.00

AA+

Aaa

1/8/2018

1/9/2018

479,549.22

2.10

2,810.39

481,137.31

475,051.08

US TREASURY N/B NOTES
DTD 03/15/2018 2.375% 03/15/2021

9128284B3

1,000,000.00

AA+

Aaa

6/5/2018

6/6/2018

994,414.06

2.58

6,970.11

994,550.71

993,945.00

US TREASURY NOTES
DTD 04/30/2014 2.250% 04/30/2021

912828WG1

450,000.00

AA+

Aaa

4/6/2018

4/9/2018

447,591.80

2.43

1,705.84

447,767.55

445,500.00

US TREASURY N/B
DTD 07/31/2014 2.250% 07/31/2021

912828WY2

3,100,000.00

AA+

Aaa

6/5/2018

6/6/2018

3,063,792.97

2.64

29,094.61

3,064,576.46

3,064,883.20

90,671.66

16,121,457.21

16,010,587.34

Security Type Sub-Total

11/15/2017 11/16/2017

16,245,000.00

16,136,331.66

2.02

Federal Agency Bond / Note

PFM Asset Management LLC
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CITY OF ROWLETT LONG TERM POOLED FUND

Portfolio Holdings

Managed Account Detail of Securities Held
Security Type/Description
Dated Date/Coupon/Maturity

CUSIP

Par

S&P
Rating

Moody's
Rating

Trade
Date

Settle
Date

Original
Cost

YTM
at Cost

Accrued
Interest

Amortized
Cost

Market
Value

Federal Agency Bond / Note

FREDDIE MAC NOTES
DTD 03/21/2016 1.125% 04/15/2019

3137EADZ9

500,000.00

AA+

Aaa

4/5/2016

4/6/2016

502,455.00

0.96

1,187.50

500,646.80

495,390.50

FNMA NOTES
DTD 05/12/2014 1.750% 06/20/2019

3135G0ZE6

600,000.00

AA+

Aaa

8/31/2016

9/1/2016

612,828.00

0.97

320.83

604,477.38

596,296.20

FHLMC REFERENCE NOTE
DTD 07/20/2016 0.875% 07/19/2019

3137EAEB1

600,000.00

AA+

Aaa

8/31/2016

9/1/2016

597,456.00

1.02

2,362.50

599,065.40

590,521.80

FNMA BENCHMARK NOTE
DTD 08/02/2016 0.875% 08/02/2019

3135G0N33

600,000.00

AA+

Aaa

8/31/2016

9/1/2016

597,312.00

1.03

2,172.92

598,991.06

590,027.40

FNMA NOTES
DTD 09/02/2016 1.000% 08/28/2019

3135G0P49

900,000.00

AA+

Aaa

10/6/2016

10/7/2016

897,957.00

1.08

3,075.00

899,174.84

885,280.50

FHLB NOTES
DTD 09/08/2017 1.375% 09/28/2020

3130ACE26

1,000,000.00

AA+

Aaa

9/7/2017

9/8/2017

996,790.00

1.48

3,552.08

997,629.55

972,250.00

12,670.83

4,199,985.03

4,129,766.40

4,200,000.00

Security Type Sub-Total

4,204,798.00

1.13

Commercial Paper

CREDIT AGRICOLE CIB NY COMM
PAPER
DTD 01/08/2018 0.000% 07/06/2018

22533UG64

425,000.00

A-1

P-1

1/8/2018

1/9/2018

421,175.47

1.84

0.00

424,892.57

424,852.10

JP MORGAN SECURITIES LLC COMM
PAPER
DTD 03/08/2018 0.000% 12/03/2018

46640QM32

425,000.00

A-1

P-1

4/6/2018

4/9/2018

418,088.08

2.50

0.00

420,498.54

420,486.93

DEXIA CREDIT LOCAL SA NY COMM
PAPER
DTD 06/06/2018 0.000% 02/26/2019

25214PHM8

600,000.00

A-1+

P-1

6/5/2018

6/6/2018

589,046.67

2.53

0.00

590,080.00

589,904.40

JP MORGAN SECURITIES LLC COMM
PAPER
DTD 06/04/2018 0.000% 03/01/2019

46640QQ12

700,000.00

A-1

P-1

6/5/2018

6/6/2018

686,815.89

2.58

0.00

688,045.75

687,780.80

TOYOTA MOTOR CREDIT CORP COMM
PAPER
DTD 06/04/2018 0.000% 03/01/2019

89233HQ15

700,000.00

A-1+

P-1

6/5/2018

6/6/2018

687,232.78

2.50

0.00

688,423.75

688,304.40
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CITY OF ROWLETT LONG TERM POOLED FUND

Portfolio Holdings

Managed Account Detail of Securities Held
Security Type/Description
Dated Date/Coupon/Maturity
Security Type Sub-Total

Managed Account Sub Total
Securities Sub-Total

CUSIP

Par

S&P
Rating

Moody's
Rating

Trade
Date

Settle
Date

Original
Cost

YTM
at Cost

Accrued
Interest

Amortized
Cost

Market
Value

2,850,000.00

2,802,358.89

2.42

0.00

2,811,940.61

2,811,328.63

23,295,000.00

23,143,488.55

1.91

103,342.49

23,133,382.85

22,951,682.37

$23,295,000.00

$23,143,488.55

$103,342.49

$23,133,382.85

$22,951,682.37

1.91%

$103,342.49

Accrued Interest

$23,055,024.86

Total Investments
Bolded items are forward settling trades.

PFM Asset Management LLC
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CITY OF ROWLETT

Asset Allocation
Demand Deposit Bank Account

11.8%

Intergovernmental Pools

52.6%

United States Treasury Securities

24.8%

Federal Agency

6.5%

Commercial Paper

4.3%
0%

Security Type
United States Treasury Securities
Federal Agency
Municipals
Agency Mortgage-Backed Securities (MBS)
Demand Deposit Bank Account
Commercial Paper
Bankers’ Acceptances
Repurchase Agreements
Money Market Funds
Intergovernmental Pools

10%

20%

30%

40%

Amortized Cost
(Includes Interest)
16,212,128.87
4,212,655.86
7,711,259.01
2,811,940.61
34,349,869.83

End of month trade-date amortized cost of portfolio holdings, including accrued interest.

© 2018 PFM Asset Management LLC
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50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Allocation
Percentage

Permitted by
Policy

In Compliance

24.83%
6.45%
0.00%
0.00%
11.81%
4.31%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
52.60%

100%
75%
25%
20%
20%
25%
25%
20%
50%
75%

YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES

Attachment 1

For the Quarter Ended June 30, 2018
CITY OF ROWLETT

Asset Allocation

Sector

Individual Issuer Breakdown

Us Tsy Bond/Note
Intergovernmental Pools
Fed Agy Bond/Note
Fed Agy Bond/Note
Fed Agy Bond/Note
Demand Deposit Bank Account
Commercial Paper
Commercial Paper
Commercial Paper
Commercial Paper

UNITED STATES TREASURY
TEXPOOL
FANNIE MAE
FEDERAL HOME LOAN BANKS
FREDDIE MAC
AMERICAN NATIONAL BANK OF TEXAS
TOYOTA MOTOR CREDIT CORP
CREDIT AGRICOLE CIB NY
JP MORGAN SECURITIES LLC
DEXIA CREDIT LOCAL SA NY

Amortized Cost
(Includes Interest)

16,212,128.87
34,349,869.83
2,108,212.03
1,001,181.63
1,103,262.20
7,711,259.01
688,423.75
424,892.57
1,108,544.29
590,080.00

End of month trade-date amortized cost of portfolio holdings, including accrued interest.

© 2018 PFM Asset Management LLC
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Allocation Permitted
Percentage by Policy In Compliance

24.83%
52.60%
3.23%
1.53%
1.69%
11.81%
1.05%
0.65%
1.70%
0.90%

100%
75%
75%
75%
75%
20%
5%
5%
5%
5%

YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
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CITY OF ROWLETT POOLED FUNDS

Appendix

IMPORTANT DISCLOSURES
This material is based on information obtained from sources generally believed to be reliable and available to the public; however, PFM Asset Management LLC cannot guarantee its
accuracy, completeness or suitability. This material is for general information purposes only and is not intended to provide specific advice or a specific recommendation. All statements as
to what will or may happen under certain circumstances are based on assumptions, some, but not all of which, are noted in the presentation. Assumptions may or may not be proven
correct as actual events occur, and results may depend on events outside of your or our control. Changes in assumptions may have a material effect on results. Past performance does
not necessarily reflect and is not a guaranty of future results.The information contained in this presentation is not an offer to purchase or sell any securities.
Dime
Ã Market values that include accrued interest are derived from closing bid prices as of the last business day of the month as supplied by Interactive Data, Bloomberg, or Telerate.
Where prices are not available from generally recognized sources, the securities are priced using a yield based matrix system to arrive at an estimated market value.
Ã

In accordance with generally accepted accounting principles, information is presented on a trade date basis; forward settling purchases are included in the monthly balances, and
forward settling sales are excluded.

Ã

Performance is presented in accordance with the CFA Institute ’s Global Investment Performance Standards (GIPS). Unless otherwise noted, performance is shown gross of fees.
Quarterly returns are presented on an unannualized basis. Returns for periods greater than one year are presented on an annualized basis. Past performance is not indicative of
future returns.

Ã

Bank of America/Merrill Lynch Indices provided by Bloomberg Financial Markets.

Ã

Money market fund/cash balances are included in performance and duration computations.

Ã

Standard & Poorʼs is the source of the credit ratings. Distribution of credit rating is exclusive of money market fund/LGIP holdings.

Ã

Callable securities in the portfolio are included in the maturity distribution analysis to their stated maturity date, although, they may be called prior to maturity.

Ã

MBS maturities are represented by expected average life.

PFM Asset Management LLC
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Appendix

GLOSSARY

Ã

ACCRUED INTEREST: Interest that is due on a bond or other fixed income security since the last interest payment was made.

Ã

AGENCIES: Federal agency securities and/or Government-sponsored enterprises.

Ã

AMORTIZED COST: The original cost of the principal of the security is adjusted for the amount of the periodic reduction of any discount or premium from the purchase date until
the date of the report. Discount or premium with respect to short-term securities (those with less than one year to maturity at time of issuance) is amortized on a straight line basis.
Such discount or premium with respect to longer-term securities is amortized using the constant yield basis.

Ã

BANKERS’ ACCEPTANCE: A draft or bill or exchange accepted by a bank or trust company. The accepting institution guarantees payment of the bill as well as the insurer.

Ã

COMMERCIAL PAPER: An unsecured obligation issued by a corporation or bank to finance its short-term credit needs, such as accounts receivable and inventory.

Ã

CONTRIBUTION TO DURATION: Represents each sector or maturity range ’s relative contribution to the overall duration of the portfolio measured as a percentage weighting. Since
duration is a key measure of interest rate sensitivity, the contribution to duration measures the relative amount or contribution of that sector or maturity range to the total rate
sensitivity of the portfolio.

Ã

DURATION TO WORST: A measure of the sensitivity of a security ’s price to a change in interest rates, stated in years, computed from cash flows to the maturity date or to the put
date, whichever results in the highest yield to the investor.

Ã

EFFECTIVE DURATION: A measure of the sensitivity of a security’s price to a change in interest rates, stated in years.

Ã

EFFECTIVE YIELD: The total yield an investor receives in relation to the nominal yield or coupon of a bond. Effective yield takes into account the power of compounding on
investment returns, while ominal yield does not.

Ã

FDIC: Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation. A federal agency that insures bank deposits to a specified amount.

Ã

INTEREST RATE: Interest per year divided by principal amount and expressed as a percentage.

Ã

MARKET VALUE: The value that would be received or paid for an investment in an orderly transaction between market participants at the measurement date.

Ã

MATURITY: The date upon which the principal or stated value of an investment becomes due and payable.

Ã

NEGOTIABLE CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT: A CD with a very large denomination, usually $1 million or more, that can be traded in secondary markets.

Ã

PAR VALUE: The nominal dollar face amount of a security.

PFM Asset Management LLC
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Appendix

GLOSSARY
Ã

PASS THROUGH SECURITY: A security representing pooled debt obligations that passes income from debtors to its shareholders. The most common type is the
mortgage-backed security.

Ã

REPURCHASE AGREEMENTS: A holder of securities sells these securities to an investor with an agreement to repurchase them at a fixed price on a fixed date.

Ã

SETTLE DATE: The date on which the transaction is settled and monies/securities are exchanged. If the settle date of the transaction (i.e., coupon payments and maturity
proceeds) occurs on a non-business day, the funds are exchanged on the next business day.

Ã

TRADE DATE: The date on which the transaction occurred; however, the final consummation of the security transaction and payment has not yet taken place.

Ã

UNSETTLED TRADE: A trade which has been executed; however, the final consummation of the security transaction and payment has not yet taken place.

Ã

U.S. TREASURY: The department of the U.S. government that issues Treasury securities.

Ã

YIELD: The rate of return based on the current market value, the annual interest receipts, maturity value, and the time period remaining until maturity, stated as a percentage on
an annualized basis.

Ã

YTM AT COST: The yield to maturity at cost is the expected rate of return based on the original cost, the annual interest receipts, maturity value, and the time period from

purchase date to maturity, stated as a percentage on an annualized basis.
Ã

YTM AT MARKET: The yield to maturity at market is the rate of return based on the current market value, the annual interest receipts, maturity value, and the time period

remaining until maturity, stated as a percentage on an annualized basis.
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AGENDA DATE: 08/21/2018

AGENDA ITEM: 5C

TITLE
Update from the City Council and Management: Financial Position, Major Projects, Operational
Issues, Upcoming Dates of Interest and Items of Community Interest.
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Brian Funderburk, City Manager

AGENDA DATE: 08/21/2018

AGENDA ITEM: 7A

TITLE
Consider action to approve minutes from the City Council Regular Meeting August 7, 2018 and
Special Meeting August 14, 2018.
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Laura Hallmark, City Secretary
SUMMARY
Section 551.021 of the Government Code provides as follows:
(a)

A governmental body shall prepare and keep minutes or make a tape recording of
each open meeting of the body.

(b)

The minutes must:
(1) state the subject of each deliberation; and
(2) indicate each vote, order, decisions or other action taken.

RECOMMENDED ACTION
Move to approve, amend or correct the minutes from the City Council Regular Meeting August 7,
2018 and Special Meeting August 14, 2018.
ATTACHMENT
August 7, 2018 City Council Regular Meeting Minutes
August 14, 2018 Special Meeting Minutes

City of Rowlett
Meeting Minutes

4000 Main Street
Rowlett, TX 75088
www.rowlett.com

City Council
City of Rowlett City Council meetings are available to all persons regardless of disability. If you
require special assistance, please contact the City Secretary at 972-412-6115 or write 4000 Main
Street, Rowlett, Texas, 75088, at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting.

Tuesday, August 7, 2018

5:15 P.M.

Municipal Building – 4000 Main Street

As authorized by Section 551.071 of the Texas Government Code, this meeting may be
convened into closed Executive Session for the purpose of seeking confidential legal advice from
the City Attorney on any agenda item herein.
The City of Rowlett reserves the right to reconvene, recess or realign the Regular Session or
called Executive Session or order of business at any time prior to adjournment.
Present: Mayor Dana-Bashian, Mayor Pro Tem Brown, Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Grubisich,
Councilmember Margolis, Councilmember Sherrill, Councilmember Bobbitt
and Councilmember Bell
1.

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Dana-Bashian called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m.

2.

EXECUTIVE SESSION (5:15 P.M.)*Times listed are approximate.

2A.

The City Council shall convene into Executive Session pursuant to Texas Government
Code, §551.071 (Consultation with City Attorney), to consult with and receive legal advice
from the City Attorney relating to the Bayside project and the Development Agreement.
(30 minutes) THIS ITEM WILL BE DISCUSSED AFTER THE REGULAR SESSION
After a short break at 10:43 p.m., Council reconvened to begin the Executive Session at
10:52 p.m.
In Executive Session at 10:52 p.m. Out at 1:09 a.m.

2B.

The City Council shall convene into Executive Session pursuant to Texas Government
Code, §551.071 (Consultation with City Attorney), to consult with and receive legal advice
from the City Attorney relating to Brandi Bull vs. City of Rowlett/Kimberly Wilson vs. City
of Rowlett. (30 minutes) THIS ITEM WILL BE DISCUSSED AFTER THE REGULAR
SESSION
In Executive Session at 7:03 p.m. Recessed at 7:24 p.m. Reconvened at 8:30 p.m. Out
at 10:43 p.m.

3.

WORK SESSION (5:15 P.M.)*

3A.

Joint Work Session of Economic Development Advisory Board and Council. (30 minutes)
Drew Howard, Chair called their portion of the meeting to order at 5:16 p.m. He introduced
members who were present: Mayor Dana-Bashian, Elaine Ritchie, Barry Young, Eva
Hummel, Michael Gallops, Larry Glick and City Manager Brian Funderburk. Other
members not present were Justin Blackburn, Jerry Johnson and Whitney Laning. Mr.
Howard reviewed accomplishments of the past year, the tools available for economic
development incentives and the review process, as well as goals for the next fiscal year.
He adjourned their portion of the meeting at 5:34 p.m.

3B.

Presentation of the Fiscal Year 2019 (FY2019) Proposed Budget. (30 minutes)
City Manager Brian Funderburk presented the proposed budget outlining budget priorities.

3C.

Discuss authorizing the issuance of City of Rowlett, Texas Tax Notes, Series 2018. (30
minutes)
Wendy Badgett, Interim Director of Finance presented the information for this item. There
was consensus from Council to proceed with the issuance of a tax note. After further
discussion regarding the specifics, there was consensus from Council to approve the list
of recommendations provided by staff.

3D.

Discuss an amendment to Chapter 6 of the Code of Ordinances to add a new subsection
to the Animal Care Guidelines, § 6-8(h), encouraging Trap, Neuter/Spay Return programs
and policies. (30 minutes)
Maria Martinez, Neighborhood Services Manager, provided the details of the proposed
program. Animal Shelter Advisory Board member, Katherine Rinz, was also available to
provide information. It was the consensus of Council to proceed with the program, which
will be presented at a future date for formal consideration.

4.

DISCUSS CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS
Mayor Dana-Bashian requested that Fire Chief Neil Howard provide information on the
grant and items being purchased for item 7B.
Shawn Poe, Director of Public Works, along with Tom Harris, City Engineer, explained the
thought process behind items 7D, 7E, 7F, 7G and 7H.
Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Grubisich, relative to item 7I, asked that all future contracts
involving a tree trimming component be bid out with specifications for an arborist to be
involved in the process.

Council adjourned the Work Session at 7:24 p.m.
CONVENE INTO THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS (7:30 P.M.)*
INVOCATION – Ann Dotson, First Christian Church
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Led by the City Council
TEXAS PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Council reconvened in the Regular Session at 7:34 p.m.
5.

PRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS

5A.

Hear presentation of the Monthly Financial report for the period ending June 30, 2018.
Wendy Badgett, Interim Director of Finance, presented the report.

5B.

Update from the City Council and Management: Financial Position, Major Projects,
Operational Issues, Upcoming Dates of Interest and Items of Community Interest.
Councilmembers made the following announcements as noted:
Councilmember Margolis:
PARKS & RECREATION
• SUMMER CONCERT SERIES SCHEDULED FOR FRIDAYS IN AUGUST
➢ ACTIVITES WILL BE HOSTED IN DOWNTOWN ROWLETT (4000 MAIN
STREET), ACROSS FROM CITY HALL
➢ EACH EVENT WILL BEGIN AT 7 PM, WITH LIVE MUSIC AT 7:30 PM
• ANNUAL POOCH PLUNGE SCHEDULED FOR SUNDAY, AUGUST 12TH
➢ ACTIVITIES HELD AT WET ZONE WATERPARK (5304 MAIN STREET);
ADMISSION IS $10 PER DOG, HUMANS GET IN FREE
➢ PROCEEEDS FROM TICKET SALES WILL ASSIST ANIMALS IN THE
ROWLETT AREA
• SCENTRAL SOCIAL SPLASH WILL BE HELD ON SATURDAY, AUGUST 18TH
➢ ACTIVITIES HELD AT SCENTRAL BARK DOG PARK (4601
CENTENNIAL DRIVE), IN HERFURTH PARK; ADMISSION IS FREE,
BRING YOUR OWN WATER BOWL
• SCHRADE BLUEBONNET PARK GRAND OPENING & SPIRIT OF ROWLETT
SCULPTURE DEDICATION IS SATURDAY, AUGUST 25TH AT 9AM. THE PARK
IS LOCATED AT 4701 SUNNYBROOK.
• VISIT WWW.ROWLETT.COM/PARKSANDREC FOR MORE INFORMATION.
LIBRARY
• ROWLETT PUBLIC LIBRARY IS OPEN AT 3900 MAIN STREET! A MAP
SHOWING ALL THE PARKING AVAILABLE DOWNTOWN IS ON THE
LIBRARY’S MAIN WEB PAGE.

•

•

•

THE SENIOR BOOK CLUB MEETS THE FIRST WEDNESDAY OF THE
MONTH AT 1PM AT THE ROWLETT COMMUNITY CENTRE. DON’T
MISS FOR THE SEPTEMBER 5TH DISCUSSION OF THE WARMTH OF
OTHER SUNS BY AWARD-WINNING AUTHOR ISABEL WILKERSON.
RELAX AND ENJOY A SATURDAY AFTERNOON MOVIE THAT’S FUN
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY! THE INCREDIBLES WILL BE FEATURED
ON AUGUST 11TH, FOLLOWED BY COCO ON AUGUST 18TH.
SHOWINGS BEGIN AT 2PM
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THESE AND OTHER LIBRARY PROGRAMS
CALL 972.412-6161

Councilmember Sherrill:
ANIMAL SHELTER
• NEXT LOW COST VACCINATION CLINIC WILL BE HELD ON SUNDAY,
SEPTEMBER 2ND, 2 – 5PM LOCATED AT 8502 LIBERTY GROVE RD. @
LIBERTY GROVE ANIMAL HOSPITAL. THESE CLINICS ARE HELD THE
FIRST SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH (EXCLUDING HOLIDAYS).
• ANIMAL SHELTER IS OPEN MONDAY – SATURDAY, 10AM – 5PM AND
LOCATED AT 4402 INDUSTRIAL STREET.
• GOOD NEWS! THE ANIMAL SHELTER WILL BE OPEN UNTIL 7PM ON
THURSDAYS IN AUGUST – 9TH, 16TH, 23RD AND 30TH!
• ANIMALS AVAILABLE FOR ADOPTION
CITIZENS POLICE ACADEMY
• THIS 12 WEEK COURSE IS DESIGNED TO HELP YOU BETTER
UNDERSTAND WHAT A POLICE OFFICER ENCOUNTERS WHILE ON DUTY
➢ BEGINS AUGUST 30TH AND HELD EVERY THURSDAY EVENING FROM
7-10PM
➢ REGISTER TODAY! CLASS SIZE IS LIMITED TO 30 PARTICIPANTS AND
ARE SELECTED ON A FIRST COME, FIRST SERVE BASIS.
➢ CONTACT OFFICER REEVES @ 972.412.6242 OR EMAIL –
DREEVES@ROWLETT.COM FOR MORE INFORMATION
CPR CLASS OFFERED
• NEXT CPR CLASS WILL BE HELD ON AUGUST 18TH; COST IS $30 AND
OPEN TO ANYONE 16 YEARS OLD AND UP. CALL JULIE @ 972.412.6230
TO REGISTER
Councilmember Bobbitt:
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY OF GREATER GARLAND
• WILL BE ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR CRITICAL REPAIRS BEGINNING
TUESDAY, JULY 17TH – FRIDAY, AUGUST 17TH
➢ MUST LIVE IN ROWLETT, GARLAND OR SACHSE
➢ FOR ALL INFORMATION REGARDING ELIGIBILITY AND APPLICATIONS,
VISIT WWW.GARLANDHABITAT.ORG/HOME-PRESERVATION-REPAIR/
COME TO THE NEXT FARMERS MARKET
• NEXT DOWNTOWN FARMERS MARKET IS SCHEDULED FOR THURSDAY,
AUGUST 9TH FROM 5 TO 9PM AND EVERY THURSDAY THROUGH
SEPTEMBER

➢ FOOD VENDORS AND MUCH MORE WILL BE AVAILABLE
➢ LIVE MUSIC IS FEATURED TOO!
ACTION CENTER
• WHEN YOU NEED TO REPORT A POTHOLE OR A WATER MAIN LEAK, GO
ONLINE OR CALL THE ACTION CENTER. IT’S YOUR ONE-STOP SHOP FOR
INFORMATION AND ASSISTANCE.
➢ ONLINE AT WWW.ROWLETT.COM AND CLICK ON THE ACTION CENTER
BUTTON IN THE UPPER LEFT OF THE PAGE. CALL 972.412.6100 AND
YOU’LL SPEAK TO A COURTEOUS REPRESENTIVE WHO WILL GET
YOU TO THE RIGHT PERSON OR ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS.
➢ YOU MAY VISIT IN PERSON AT CITY HALL LOCATED AT 4000 MAIN
STREET. WE ARE HERE TO SERVE!
Mayor Pro Tem Brown:
ARTS & HUMANITIES COMMISSION
• THE ARTS & HUMANITIES COMMISSION PROUDLY ANNOUNCES THE 2018
PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST. THIS YEAR’S THEME IS “ROWLETT’S PEOPLE,
PLACES AND THINGS.” CASH PRIZES WILL BE AWARDED. ENTRY TAKE-IN
ON FRIDAY, AUGUST 24TH (3-5 PM) AND SATURDAY, AUGUST 25TH (10NOON) AT THE CITY HALL ANNEX, 4004 MAIN STREET.
➢ ENTRY FORMS AND CONTEST INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND ON THE
CITY’S WEBSITE AND ARTS & HUMANITIES COMMISSION’S FACEBOOK
PAGE.
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS
• NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR OUR BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS
➢ DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS IS TUESDAY, AUGUST 14TH
➢ APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE BY EMAIL OR PICK UP IN THE CITY
SECRETARY’S OFFICE @ 4000 MAIN STREET
➢ FOR CURRENT BOARD MEMBERS – IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE
REAPPOINTED PLEASE COMPLETE THE REAPPOINTMENT
APPLICATION BY AUGUST 14TH
➢ FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 972.412.6100 OR STOP BY THE CITY
SECRETARY’S OFFICE, DETAILED INFORMATION IS ALSO ON IN THE
WEEKLY UPDATE – FRIDAY @ 5 AND THE CITY’S WEBSITE.
Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Grubisich:
TxDOT MEETING FOR HARBORSIDE & GLISTENING SPRINGS RESIDENTS
ALONG PGBT
• TxDOT WILL BE PRESENTING OPTIONS AT A NOISE WORKSHOP FOR THE
HARBORSIDE COMMUNITY RESIDENTS ON THE EAST SIDE OF 190 AND
GLISTENING SPRINGS COMMUNITY RESIDENTS ON THE WEST SIDE OF
190 ON THURSDAY, AUGUST 9TH FROM 6-8PM AT THE RCC
➢ RESIDENTS WILL VOTE FOR PREFERRED MODIFICATIONS TO THE
SOUND BARRIER ON PGBT
➢ IF YOU CANNOT ATTEND THE NOISE WORKSHOP, RESIDENTS MAY
SEND A COMPLETED AND SIGNED BALLOT POSTMARKED BY
MONDAY, AUGUST 20, 2018 TO:

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, ADVANCE PROJECT
DEVELOPMENT ATTENTION: SANDRA WILLIAMS
4777 E. HWY. 80
MESQUITE, TX 75159-6643
➢ WITHOUT 50% OF THE PROPERTY OWNERS VOTING, THE PROJECT
CANNOT MOVE FORWARD.
Councilmember Bell:
COUNCIL MEETINGS
• NEXT REGULAR MEETINGS WILL BE AUGUST 21ST, SEPTEMBER 4TH AND
18TH AT CITY HALL.
• BUDGET PLANNING SESSIONS WILL BE HELD ON AUGUST 14TH AND 23RD,
PLACE TO BE DETERMINED..
P & Z MEETINGS
• NEXT MEETING WILL BE HELD ON TUESDAY, AUGUST 14TH & 28TH, 6:30PM
AT CITY HALL.
ROWLETT CITY ACADEMY
• REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN FOR THE FALL CLASS BEGINNING ON
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 6TH FROM 11:30AM – 2PM. REGISTER @
ROWLETT.COM/CITY ACADEMY OR CALL ELISE BOWERS @ 972.412.6165
➢ CLASS IS LIMITED TO 20 AND REGISTRATION CLOSES ON AUGUST
23RD
➢ KNOW WHERE TO GO, WHO TO CALL AND WHAT IS GOING ON IN
YOUR CITY!
Mayor Dana-Bashian:
DIVERSITY COMMISSION
• FIRST MEETING WILL BE HELD WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 15TH STARTING AT
6:30PM IN THE CITY HALL CONFERENCE ROOM
• HELD EVERY 3RD WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH
CREATE YOUR AMI (ADVANCED METERING INFRASTRUCTURE) PROFILE
• WATER CUSTOMERS NOW HAVE THE ABILITY TO ACCES WATER
CONSUMPTION ONLINE
➢ SYSTEM READS EVERY HOUR FOR REAL-TIME USAGE INFORMATION
➢ CREATE YOUR ACCOUNT AT WWW.ROWLETT.COM/AMI
➢ FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THIS GREAT SERVICE, WATCH THE
YOUTUBE
VIDEO
LISTED
ON
THE
NEWS
FLASH
AT
WWW.ROWLETT.COM, DATED FEBRUARY 5TH
TO FIND OUT WHAT’S HAPPENING IN ROWLETT – CHECK OUT THE FRIDAY @ 5,
A WEEKLY NEWSLETTER FROM CITY HALL. IT’S FULL OF INFORMATION
ABOUT YOUR CITY AND IS AVAILABLE ON THE CITY’S WEBSITE AND
FACEBOOK PAGE EVERY FRIDAY AFTER 5PM. OR YOU CAN CHOOSE TO HAVE
IT SENT DIRECTLY TO YOUR EMAIL. STAY UP-TO-DATE AND KNOW WHAT’S
GOING ON!

AND FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ANY CITY PROGRAMS OR SERVICES, VISIT
ROWLETT.COM
•

6.

ANIMAL SHELTER STAFF BROUGHT JASPER ONE OF THE ANIMALS
AVAILABLE FOR ADOPTION.

CITIZENS’ INPUT
1. Laurieann Dygowski, 7242 Liberty Grove, Rowlett; spoke regarding a City lawsuit.
2. Sandy Barrow, 8714 Deerwood Drive, Rowlett; spoke regarding a City lawsuit.

7.

CONSENT AGENDA

7A.

Consider action to approve minutes from the City Council Regular Meeting July 17, 2018
and Special Meeting July 26, 2018.
This item was approved on the Consent Agenda.

7B.

Consider action to approve a resolution authorizing the City Manager to accept a 2017
FEMA Assistance to Firefighters Grant award (EMW-2017-FO-03471) in the amount of
$175,650.
This item was approved as RES-064-18 on the Consent Agenda.

7C.

Consider action to approve a resolution entering into an Interlocal Agreement with the
Public Employee Benefits Alliance (“PEBA”) which will allow the City of Rowlett to
cooperatively purchase goods and services under their competitively bid contracts.
This item was approved as RES-065-18 on the Consent Agenda.

7D.

Consider action to approve a resolution approving Master Professional Services
Agreements with Binkley & Barfield, Inc. (BBI), BW2 Engineers, Inc., Chiang, Patel, &
Yerby, Inc., Garver, LLC, Grantham & Associates, Inc., Halff Associates Inc., Huitt-Zollars
Inc., Jones & Carter, Inc. dba Jones/Carter, Kleinfelder, Inc., Neel-Schaffer, Inc. , O’Brien
Engineering, Inc., RJN Group, Inc., Teague Nall and Perkins, Inc. (TNP), Walter P. Moore
and Associates, Inc. and Westra Consultants, LLC, respectively, to provide engineering
design and construction management services of Capital Improvement Plan (CIP)
Projects.
This item was approved as RES-066-18 on the Consent Agenda.

7E.

Consider action to approve a resolution approving a Master Professional Services
Agreements with Alliance Geotechnical Group, Inc., Alpha Testing, Inc., ECS Southwest,
LLP, Fugro USA Land, Inc., HVJ North Texas – Chelliah Consultants, Inc., Terracon

Consultants, Inc., respectively, to provide Geotechnical services for the Capital
Improvement Plan (CIP) Projects.
This item was approved as RES-067-18 on the Consent Agenda.
7F.

Consider action to approve a resolution approving a Master Professional Services
Agreements with Criado & Associates, Inc., Chiang, Patel, & Yerby, Inc., Surveying and
Mapping (SAM) LLC, respectively, to provide survey services for the Capital Improvement
Plan (CIP) Projects.
This item was approved as RES-068-18 on the Consent Agenda.

7G.

Consider action to approve a resolution approving a Master Professional Services
Agreements with Lamb-Star Engineering, L.P., Solaray Engineering, Inc., respectively, to
provide Subsurface Utility Engineering (SUE) services for the Capital Improvement Plan
(CIP) Projects
This item was approved as RES-069-18 on the Consent Agenda.

7H.

Consider action to approve a resolution approving a Master Professional Services
Agreements with Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc., and Lee Engineering, LLC,
respectively, to provide traffic engineering services for the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP)
Projects.
This item was approved as RES-070-18 on the Consent Agenda.

7I.

Consider action to approve a resolution exercising the fourth of four one-year renewal
options for Section I mowing services with Ely Tree and Landscape in the unit amounts
bid with an estimated annual amount of $60,000 for the Code Enforcement Division.
This item was approved as RES-071-18 on the Consent Agenda.

7J.

Consider a resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute a Master Professional Services
Agreement and Task Authorization FY18-LT-01 with la terra studio in the amount of
$197,750.00 and approving a ten percent (10%) contingency amount of $19,775.00,
resulting in a total project budget of $217,525.00 for design and construction services for
Herfurth Park Phase One Renovations, and authorizing the Mayor to execute the
necessary documents for said services.
This item was withdrawn from consideration.

Passed the Consent Agenda
A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Brown, seconded by Councilmember
Margolis, including all the preceding items marked as having been approved on the

Consent Agenda. The motion carried with a unanimous vote of those members
present.
8.

ITEMS FOR INDIVIDUAL CONSIDERATION

8A.

Consider action to approve an ordinance authorizing the issuance and sale of Series 2018
Tax Notes and approving all other matters incident thereto.
Ms. Badgett presented the information for this item.
A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Brown, seconded by Councilmember
Margolis, to approve the item as presented. The motion carried with a unanimous
vote of those members present. This item was approved as ORD-021-18.

8B.

Consider action to approve a resolution to call for public hearings on the FY2019 tax rate.
Vlad Steere, Budget Officer, presented the information for this item.
A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Grubisich, seconded by
Councilmember Margolis, to approve the item as presented. The motion carried
with a unanimous vote of those members present. This item was approved as RES073-18.

8C.

Consider action to approve a resolution approving a Professional Services Agreement
with Fitzpatrick Design Construction Services Group, LLC and approving Task Order 1 to
the agreement in the amount of $61,070.00 and providing a contingency amount totaling
$6,107.00 for a total services fee of $67,177.00 to provide construction management and
project management services for the renovation of 5702 Rowlett Road (formerly the
Rowlett Public Library) and authorizing the Mayor to execute the necessary documents
for said services.
Mr. Poe presented the information for this item.
A motion was made by Councilmember Bobbitt, seconded by Councilmember
Sherrill, to approve the item as presented. The motion carried with a unanimous
vote of those members present. This item was approved as RES-074-18.

8D.

Present the Community Development Block Grant Program – 2018 Annual Plan; conduct
a public hearing requesting citizen input on participation in the program; consider a
resolution supporting participation in the Community Development Block Grant programs;
adopting the 2018 Community Development Block Grant Annual Plan; and authorizing the
City Manager to execute and submit all documentation and certifications to the United
States Department of Housing and Urban Development.

Ms. Martinez presented the information for this item. The public hearing opened and
closed with no speakers.
A motion was made by Councilmember Margolis, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem
Brown, to approve the item as presented. The motion carried with a unanimous
vote of those members present. This item was approved as RES-075-18.
After a short break at 8:20 p.m., Council reconvened at 8:29 p.m. to continue the Executive
Sessions.
TAKE ANY NECESSARY OR APPROPRIATE ACTION ON CLOSED/EXECUTIVE
SESSION MATTERS
There was no action taken. The Mayor read the following statement:
“We have adjourned the Executive Session and there is no formal action to be
taken at this time. Contrary to published reports, the City has not scheduled a news
conference. This is our public statement regarding the Bayside project. City
Council is not in agreement with the plan presented on July 26. Bayside is a legacy
project. We have to do this right. The stakes are too high. Council is seeking
additional information from the developer to see if collaboration is possible. We
will continue to keep the public informed.”
9.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 1:10 a.m.

City of Rowlett
Special Meeting Minutes

4000 Main Street
Rowlett, TX 75088
www.rowlett.com

City Council
City of Rowlett City Council meetings are available to all persons regardless of disability. If you
require special assistance, please contact the City Secretary at 972-412-6115 or write 4000 Main
Street, Rowlett, Texas, 75088, at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting.

Tuesday, August 14, 2018

6:00 P.M.

Municipal Building – 4000 Main Street

As authorized by Section 551.071 of the Texas Government Code, this meeting may be
convened into closed Executive Session for the purpose of seeking confidential legal advice from
the City Attorney on any agenda item herein.
The City of Rowlett reserves the right to reconvene, recess or realign the Regular Session or
called Executive Session or order of business at any time prior to adjournment.
Present: Mayor Dana-Bashian, Mayor Pro Tem Brown, Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Grubisich,
Councilmember Margolis, Councilmember Sherrill, Councilmember Bobbitt and
Councilmember Bell
1.

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Dana-Bashian called the meeting to order at 6 p.m.

2.

WORK SESSION

2A.

Discuss FY2019 Proposed Budget. (180 minutes)
City Manager Brian Funderburk provided some opening remarks about the process. He began
to review the questions submitted to staff by Council.
Richard Jones, Director of Human Resources, reviewed the personnel costs, specifically the
strategy for pay comparison, merit allotment and staffing additions. Fire Chief Neil Howard
detailed the request for three firefighters. Police Chief Mike Brodnax detailed the request for two
police officers. Mr. Funderburk reviewed the staff positions that were requested but not part of the
proposed budget.
Councilmembers recommended the following staff positions be researched: Internal Auditor and
Grant Writer.
Council took a short break at 7:58 p.m. and reconvened at 8:10 p.m.
Mr. Jones reviewed the employee benefits and benchmark as related to other cities.
Mr. Funderburk continued to review the questions submitted by Council.

TAKE ANY NECESSARY OR APPROPRIATE ACTION ON CLOSED/EXECUTIVE SESSION
MATTERS
There was no action taken.
3.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 9:17 p.m.

AGENDA DATE: 08/21/2018

AGENDA ITEM: 7B

TITLE
Consider action to approve a resolution authorizing the purchase of traffic signal equipment in the
amount of $291,963.75 for the Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) for traffic signal
improvements along State Highway 66 (SH 66).
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Shawn Poe, PE, CFM, Director of Public Works
SUMMARY
The City was awarded a 2017 Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) grant from TxDOT
in the amount of $752,318.47 for traffic signal improvements along State Highway 66 (SH 66).
The City requested TxDOT to install certain sole sourced equipment to be used that is specific to
the City’s existing traffic signal system. In order to accomplish this request, the City must purchase
the equipment separately and provide to the TxDOT contractor for installation. This purchase is
for the sole sourced traffic signal equipment. Once the project is complete, TxDOT will reimburse
the City for this purchase in accordance with a previously approved agreement between the City
and TxDOT.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The City submitted an application for a HSIP grant to TxDOT in May 2017 for traffic signal
improvements along SH66. The City was notified by TxDOT in November 2017 a grant in the
amount of $752,318.47 was awarded to the City (See Attachment 1).
The City Council approved a Local Transportation Project Advance Funding Agreement
(LTPAFA) by and between the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) for a Highway
Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) project for traffic signal improvements along State Highway
66 (SH 66) on January 9, 2018.
The City Council approved a resolution approving a Highway Safety Improvement Program
(HSIP) Agreement for State-Contracted Traffic Signal Construction (with a municipality providing
limited materials or labor) by and between the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) for
reimbursing the City for traffic signal equipment for the Highway Safety Improvement Program
(HSIP) project for traffic signal improvements along State Highway 66 (SH 66) on April 17, 2018
(Attachment 2).
DISCUSSION
The 2017 HSIP is for highway safety projects that eliminate or reduce the number of fatalities and
serious injuries on all public roads. It is limited to improvements that address the crash types

identified in the Texas Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP). Funds are provided for construction
and operational improvements both on and off the state highway system. The grant funding will
enhance the City’s Advanced Traffic Management System (ATMS), which Rowlett voters
approved in the 2015 Community Investment Bond Program.
The focus of the City’s grant submittal was for State Highway 66 (SH 66) based on crash data
collected over the past several years. This project will improve vehicle detection at all the signals
along SH 66, convert the applicable signals with the flashing yellow arrow phase, and install new
back plates and signal heads at all signals. The backplates and signal heads will be black in color
to increase the visibility of the signal head indications (see Figure 1). The improved vehicle
detection will utilize radar in addition to the existing video vehicle detection (see Figure 2). The
radar detection is more reliable and requires less maintenance than the video detection.

Figure 1 (source City of Tyler, TX)

Figure 2 (source ecotrafficsolutions)
There is no City match requirement for receiving this grant; however, the City was responsible for
the engineering design costs and a portion of the TxDOT program management costs. This

project is funded using federal and state funding. Therefore, to implement this project, a LTPAFA
between the TxDOT and the City was approved establishing the roles and responsibilities for
each entity to deliver the project.
This project will be managed by TxDOT. The bid has been awarded by TxDOT and the contractor
has been selected. Standardization of signal equipment is imperative to effectively operate and
maintain the traffic signal system. Therefore, the City requested TxDOT to use certain
standardized equipment integral to the City’s existing traffic signal system. In order to facilitate
this request, the City must pre-purchase the equipment and provide it to the TxDOT contractor
for installation. This purchase is for the sole sourced traffic signal equipment and once the project
is complete, TxDOT will reimburse the City for this cost.
FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS
Bond funds made available by projects completed under budget will be used to purchase the
equipment for the HSIP project, which is an eligible use of Proposition 1 funds that were approved
by voters in 2015. Once the HSIP project is complete, the funds will be reimbursed by TxDOT
under the terms of a previously approved agreement.
Budget Account
Number and/or
Project Code

Account or
Project Title

ST2106

GO Bonds for Phase 1
Dalrock Estates Project

$513,231.72

$291,963.75

Total

$513,231.72

$291,963.75

Remaining
Balance

Proposed
Amount

RECOMMENDED ACTION
Staff recommends City Council approve a resolution authorizing the purchase of traffic signal
equipment in the amount of $291,963.75 for the Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP)
for traffic signal improvements along State Highway 66 (SH 66).
RESOLUTION
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROWLETT, TEXAS, APPROVING
THE PURCHASE OF TRAFFIC SIGNAL EQUIPMENT FROM TWINCREST TECHNOLOGIES,
INC., IN THE AMOUNT OF $291,963.75; AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF PURCHASE
ORDERS PURSUANT TO APPROVAL; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, it is necessary to purchase traffic signal equipment for the 2017 Highway
Safety Improvement Program (HSIP); and
WHEREAS, Twincrest Technologies, Inc., is the sole provider of this traffic signal
equipment; and

WHEREAS, competitive bids are not necessary for this purchase since it is part of the
HGAC Buy Board; and
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Rowlett, Texas desires to approve the purchase
of traffic signal equipment for the HSIP in the amount of $291,963.75 as shown on the bid sheet
attached hereto as Exhibit A.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
ROWLETT, TEXAS:
SECTION 1: That the City Council of the City of Rowlett does hereby approve
the purchase of traffic signal equipment in the amount of $291,963.75 from
Twincrest Technologies, Inc., through the HGAC Buy Board as specified herein by
Exhibit A.
SECTION 2: That the City Council does further authorize the City Manager to
execute the necessary documents and to issue purchase orders to conform to this
resolution.
SECTION 3: That this resolution shall become effective immediately upon its
passage.

ATTACHMENTS
Attachment 1 – HSIP Grant Award Letter
Attachment 2 – TxDOT Reimbursement Agreement
Exhibit A – HGAC Buy Board bid sheet

ATTACHMENT 1

ATTACHMENT 2

EXHIBIT A
Contract
No.:

CONTRACT PRICING WORKSHEET
For Catalog & Price Sheet Type Purchases

PE05-17

Date
Prepared:

1/25/2018

This Worksheet is prepared by Contractor and given to End User. If a PO is issued, both documents MUST
be faxed to H-GAC @ 713-993-4548. Therefore please type or print legibly.
Buying
Agency:

City of Rowlett

Contact
Person:

Shawn Poe

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

Contractor:

Twincrest Technologies

Prepared
By:

Jackie Jameson

972-412-6196

Phone:

817-539-2200

972-463-3907

Fax:

817-539-2201

spoe@rowlett.com

Email:

Catalog / Price Sheet
Name:

Wavetronix

General Description
of Product:

Smartsensor Matrix System, Quote 4044-JJ, Revised 7/12/18

jjameson@twincresttech.com

A. Catalog / Price Sheet Items being purchased - Itemize Below - Attach Additional Sheet If Necessary
Description

Quan

Unit Pr

Total

1

WX-SS-225-3AC-650 3 Approach Matrix AC Power Package w/Click 650 SDLC Interface Module

12685

12685

1

WX-SS-225-3AC-656 3 Approach Matrix AC Power Package w/Click 656 SDLC Interface Module

13955

13955

1

WX-SS-225-4AC-650 4 Approach Matrix AC Power Package w/Click 650 SDLC Interface Module

16180

16180

17450

122150

3640

80080

7

WX-SS-225-4AC-656 4 Approach Matrix AC Power Package w/Click 656 SDLC Interface Module

22

WX-SS-200V SmartSensor 10.525GHz Advance Detection System

60

WX-SS-704-020' Sensor Pigtail with Molded Connector - 20'

140

8400

22

WX-SS-611 Heavy Duty Sensor Mount - 6" - 2 axis aluminum bracket

175

3850

22

WX-SS-710 In Line Terminal strip junction box

150

3300

1

102-0416 - TS-2 SDLC Matrix Four Sensor Shelf Mount Interface Module, Click 650

2540

2540

WX-SS-705 Matrix/Advance Cable

1.65

28503.75

17275

Total From Other Sheets, If Any:
Subtotal A:

291643.75

B. Unpublished Options, Accessory or Service items - Itemize Below - Attach Additional Sheet If Necessary
(Note: Unpublished Items are any which were not submitted and priced in contractor's bid.)
Description

Quan
4

Unit Pr

Spanwire Mount Assembly for Wavetronix Advance Detector

Total
80

320

Total From Other Sheets, If Any:
Subtotal B:
Check: Total cost of Unpublished Options (B) cannot exceed 25% of the total of
the Base Unit Price plus Published Options (A+B).

For this transaction the percentage is:

320
0%

C. Other Allowances, Discounts, Trade-Ins, Freight, Make Ready or Miscellaneous Charges

Subtotal C:

Delivery Date:

30-45 days ARO

D. Total Purchase Price (A+B+C):

0
291963.75

AGENDA DATE: 08/21/2018

AGENDA ITEM: 7C

TITLE
Consider action to approve an ordinance amending Chapter 78 (“Buildings and Building
Regulations”) and Chapter 26 (“Fire Prevention and Protection”) of the Code of Ordinances to
incorporate various building and fire code updates.
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Ken Bell, Deputy Fire Marshal
Blake Scott, Building Official
SUMMARY
The purpose of the proposed ordinance is to amend Chapter 78 (“Buildings and Building
Regulations”) and Chapter 26 (“Fire Prevention and Protection”) of the Code of Ordinances to
reflect updates in the following base codes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2015 International Building Code (IBC)
2015 International Residential Code (IRC)
2015 International Mechanical Code (IMC)
2015 International Plumbing Code (IPC)
2015 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC)
2015 International Fuel Gas Code (IFGC)
2015 International Fire Code (IFC)
2014 National Electrical Code (NEC)

BACKGROUND
International code bodies periodically update model building, construction, trade, and fire codes
to incorporate evolving life/safety standards and industry best practices. The North Central Texas
Council of Governments also periodically recommends regional amendments to the international
base codes. The International Family of Codes provides an international standard for establishing
the minimum requirements for safe and energy efficient new construction, as well as life/safety
standards for existing buildings and structures.
The City of Rowlett has historically updated the Code of Ordinances to incorporate these updated
codes, with regional amendments, on a five-year cycle. Maintaining a five-year code update cycle
is recommended for several reasons:
1. It puts the City in alignment with the Best Practices model outlined by the Texas Fire Chiefs
Association.
2. It is mandated by the Insurance Standards Organization (ISO), which is the agency that
manages key fire insurance rates for the City. Favorable ISO ratings result in substantial
cost savings for the residents and businesses.

3. It provides greater consistency for the development community across the region. Aligning
construction requirements with regional neighbors leads to higher quality construction at
a lower cost.
DISCUSSION
Below is a summary of the proposed changes:
Chapter 78, Article II changes:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Update to the 2015 standard of the International Building and Residential Codes.
Clarifies when permits are required in Rowlett.
Adding a provision for managing construction noise in the City;
Providing for a process to cancel permits with changing project management;
Maintains fire sprinkler standard of 5000 square foot for buildings;
Updated Codes with regional changes.

Chapter 78, Article III Changes:
2. Update the National Electrical Code to maintain standards consistent with the region
and the State of Texas. This trade is regulated by the State of Texas. These changes
are minor in scope reflecting regional practices and state law.
Chapter 78, Article IV Changes:
1. Update the International Mechanical Code with regional changes. These changes are
minor in scope reflecting regional practices.
Chapter 78, Article V Changes:
1. Update the International Plumbing Code with regional changes. These changes are
minor in scope reflecting regional practices.
Chapter 78, Article VI Changes:
1. Update the International Energy Conservation Code with regional changes. These
changes are minor in scope reflecting regional practices.
Chapter 78, Article VII Changes:
1. Update the International Fuel Gas Code with regional changes. These changes are
minor in scope reflecting regional practices.
Chapter 26, Article III changes:
1. Adopts the International Fire Code 2015 with regional changes;
2. Eliminates the application of the International Fire Code in the extraterritorial jurisdiction
where there may be conflict with state law;
3. Incorporates a Hazardous Materials Spill requirement for properties and transportation
use;
4. Establishes no parking of motor vehicles in apartment stairwells;

5. Updates installation of wayfinding and other signage in multi-family properties;
6. Eliminates outdoor cooking on balconies of multi-family properties;
7. Establishes clarity on public events as managed by the fire code.
FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS
N/A
RECOMMENDED ACTION
Move to approve an ordinance amending Chapter 78 (“Buildings and Building Regulations”) and
Chapter 26 (“Fire Prevention and Protection”) of the Code of Ordinances to incorporate various
building and fire code updates.
ORDINANCE
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ROWLETT, TEXAS, AMENDING THE CODE OF
ORDINANCES, CITY OF ROWLETT, BY AMENDING CHAPTER 78 (“BUILDINGS AND
BUILDING REGULATIONS”) TO AMEND SECTION 78-51 OF DIVISION 2 (“INTERNATIONAL
BUILDING CODE”) AND SECTION 78-71 OF DIVISION 3 (“RESIDENTIAL CODE”) OF ARTICLE
II (“BUILDING REGULATIONS”), TO AMEND SECTION 78-141 OF ARTICLE III (“ELECTRICAL
CODE”), TO AMEND SECTIONS 78-171 OF ARTICLE IV (“MECHANICAL CODE”), TO AMEND
SECTIONS 78-201 OF ARTICLE V (“PLUMBING CODE”), TO AMEND SECTIONS 78-211 OF
ARTICLE VI (“ENERGY CONSERVATION CODE”), AND TO AMEND SECTIONS 78-221 OF
ARTICLE VII (“INTERNATIONAL FUEL GAS CODE”); PROVIDING FOR THE ADOPTION OF
THE 2015 EDITIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE, THE INTERNATIONAL
RESIDENTIAL CODE, THE INTERNATIONAL MECHANICAL CODE, THE INTERNATIONAL
PLUMBING CODE, THE INTERNATIONAL FUEL GAS CODE, THE INTERNATIONAL ENERGY
CONSERVATION CODE, AND THE 2014 EDITION OF THE NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CODE;
AMENDING ARTICLE III (“CODES AND STANDARDS”) OF CHAPTER 26 (“FIRE PREVENTION
AND PROTECTION”) TO AMEND SECTION 26-101, PROVIDING FOR THE ADOPTION OF THE
2015 EDITION OF THE INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE; PROVIDING FOR AMENDMENTS TO
EACH OF THE CODES ADOPTED HEREBY; PROVIDING A REPEALING CLAUSE; PROVIDING
SAVINGS CLAUSES; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY
OF FINE NOT TO EXCEED THE SUM OF TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS ($2,000.00) FOR EACH
OFFENSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Rowlett, Texas, finds and determines that the
Council has previously adopted the provisions of various international codes to serve as the
building codes and fire code applicable in the City, as well as certain amendments to the codes
recommended by the North Central Texas Council of Governments; and
WHEREAS, the building codes and fire code currently in effect in the City are the 2012
editions of each of the international codes and the 2011 edition of the National Electrical Code;
and
WHEREAS, the International Code Council has recommended more recent editions of the
building codes and fire code, and the adoption of these more recent editions will provide greater

uniformity in the enforcement of and compliance with the codes, will provide more effective safety
and structural integrity for habitable structures and related equipment and systems, and will
protect and preserve the City’s ISO rating, and;
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Rowlett, Texas, finds and determines that the
adoption of the 2015 editions of the international codes and the 2014 edition of the National
Electrical Code provided for herein is in the best interest of the public health, safety and welfare
of the citizens of the City.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
ROWLETT, TEXAS:
SECTION 1: That the Code of Ordinances of the City of Rowlett, Texas, be and
is hereby amended by amending section 78-51 of Division 2 (“International
Building Code”) of Article II (“Building Regulations”) of Chapter 78 (“Buildings and
Building Regulations”) to replace said section, such that Section 78-51 shall
henceforth read in its entirety as follows:
“CHAPTER 78
BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS
...
ARTICLE II. BUILDING REGULATIONS
...
DIVISION 2. INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE
Sec. 78-51. Adopted.
There is hereby adopted the International Building Code, 2015 Edition, and made
a part of this division for all purposes, the same as if copied in full in this division, with the
exception of such sections listed in this article, which are hereby deleted, modified or
amended, to regulate the erection, construction, enlargement, alteration, repair, moving,
removal, demolition, conversion, occupancy, equipment, use, height, area and
maintenance of all buildings or structures in the city.
. . .”
SECTION 2: That the Code of Ordinances of the City of Rowlett, Texas, be and
is hereby amended by amending section 78-71 of Division 3 (“Residential Code”)
of Article II (“Building Regulations”) of Chapter 78 (“Buildings and Building
Regulations”) to replace said section, such that Section 78-71 shall henceforth
read in its entirety as follows:
“CHAPTER 78
BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS
...
ARTICLE II. BUILDING REGULATIONS
...

DIVISION 3. RESIDENTIAL CODE
Sec. 78-71. Adopted.
There is hereby adopted the International Residential Code, 2015 Edition, and made a
part of this division and article for all purposes, the same as if fully copied in full in this
section, with the exception of such sections listed in this division, which are hereby
deleted, modified or amended.
. . .”
SECTION 3: That the Code of Ordinances of the City of Rowlett, Texas, be and
is hereby amended by amending section 78-141 of Article III (“Electrical Code”) of
Chapter 78 (“Buildings and Building Regulations”) to replace section 78-141 in its
entirety, such that section 78-141 shall henceforth read in its entirety as follows:
“CHAPTER 78
BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS
...
ARTICLE III. ELECTRICAL CODE
Sec. 78-141. Adopted.
The National Electrical Code, 2014 Edition, is hereby adopted and made a part of
this article for all purposes, the same as if fully copied in full in this section, with the
exception of such sections listed in this article, which are hereby deleted, modified or
amended.
. . .”
SECTION 4: That the Code of Ordinances of the City of Rowlett, Texas, be and
is hereby amended by amending section 78-171 of Article IV (“Mechanical Code”)
of Chapter 78 (“Buildings and Building Regulations”) to replace said section, such
that Section 78-shall henceforth read in its entirety as follows:
“CHAPTER 78
BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS
...
ARTICLE IV. MECHANICAL CODE
Sec. 78-171. Adopted.
There is hereby adopted the International Mechanical Code, 2015 Edition, and
made a part of this article for all purposes, the same as if fully copied in this section, with
the exception of such sections listed in this article, which are hereafter deleted, amended,
or modified.
. . .”

SECTION 5: That the Code of Ordinances of the City of Rowlett, Texas, be and
is hereby amended by amending sections 78-201 of Article V (“Plumbing Code”)
of Chapter 78 (“Buildings and Building Regulations”) to replace said section, such
that Section 78-201 shall henceforth read in its entirety as follows:
“CHAPTER 78
BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS
...
ARTICLE V. PLUMBING CODE
Sec. 78-201. Adopted.
There is hereby adopted the International Plumbing Code, 2015 Edition, and made
a part of this article for all purposes, the same as if fully copied in full in this section, with
the exception of such sections listed in this article, which are hereafter deleted, modified
or amended.
. . .”
SECTION 6: That the Code of Ordinances of the City of Rowlett, Texas, be and
is hereby amended by amending sections 78-211 of Article VI (“Energy
Conservation Code”) of Chapter 78 (“Buildings and Building Regulations”) to replace
said section, such that Section 78-211 shall henceforth read in its entirety as
follows:
“CHAPTER 78
BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS
...
ARTICLE VI. ENERGY CONSERVATION CODE
Sec. 78-211. Adopted.
There is hereby adopted the International Energy Conservation Code, 2015
Edition, and made a part of this article for all purposes, the same as if fully copied in full in
this section, with the exception of such sections listed in this article, which are hereafter
deleted, modified or amended.
. . .”
SECTION 7: That the Code of Ordinances of the City of Rowlett, Texas, be and
is hereby amended by amending sections 78-221 of Article VII (“International Fuel
Gas Code”) of Chapter 78 (“Buildings and Building Regulations”) to replace said
section, such that Section 78-221 shall henceforth read in its entirety as follows:
“CHAPTER 78
BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS
...

ARTICLE VII. INTERNATIONAL FUEL GAS CODE
Sec. 78-221. Adopted.
There is hereby adopted the International Fuel Gas Code, 2015 Edition, and made
a part of this article for all purposes, the same as if fully copied in this section, with the
exception of such sections listed in this article, which are hereafter deleted, amended, or
modified.
. . .”
SECTION 8: That the Code of Ordinances of the City of Rowlett, Texas, be and
is hereby amended by amending Article III (“Codes and Standards”) of Chapter 26
(“Fire Prevention and Protection”) to amend sections 26-101 and 26-102, to
replace said sections, such that Sections 26-101 and 26-102 shall henceforth read
in their entirety as follows:
“CHAPTER 26
FIRE PREVENTION AND PROTECTION
...
ARTICLE III. CODES AND STANDARDS
...
Sec. 26-101. International Fire Code adopted.
There is hereby adopted by the City of Rowlett, Texas for the purpose of
prescribing regulations governing conditions hazardous to life and property from fire and
explosion, that certain code known as the International Fire Code, 2015 Edition, including
Appendices B, C, D, F, H, L save and except such portions as are deleted, modified or
amended by this article. The International Fire Code as adopted and amended herein is
applicable within the limits of the city, within 5,000 feet thereof, and within the city's
extraterritorial jurisdiction.
Sec. 26 -102. - Amendments to the International Fire Code.
Certain amendments to the International Fire Code, adopted herein, are adopted
as a part of said code and shall be maintained, together with the International Fire Code,
in the office of the city secretary and the Fire Marshal. Any reference to Board of Appeal
shall refer to the Board of Adjustment of the City of Rowlett under Chapter 2.
. . .”

SECTION 9: That the codes adopted herein are adopted with certain
amendments, true and correct copies of which are identified as Exhibit “A” attached
hereto and incorporated herein, and which amendments are incorporated as a part
of each of the codes adopted by this ordinance. The amendments adopted herein
shall be maintained on file in the offices of the city secretary and building official

(and fire marshal in the case of the International Fire Code amendments) and shall
be attached to each of the codes adopted by this ordinance.
SECTION 10: That all references in all of the codes adopted by this ordinance to
boards of appeal shall refer to the Board of Adjustment of the City of Rowlett,
Texas, which shall be and is hereby authorized to act and preside as a board of
appeals under each of the codes adopted by this ordinance.
SECTION 11: That all ordinances of the City of Rowlett, Texas, in conflict with the
provisions of this ordinance be and the same are hereby repealed and all other
ordinances of the City not in conflict with the provisions of the ordinance shall
remain in full force and effect.
SECTION 12: That all provisions of the ordinances of the City of Rowlett, Texas,
heretofore adopted prior to January 1, 2009, pertaining to or requiring the
installation of a multipurpose residential fire protection sprinkler system or any
other fire sprinkler protection system in new or existing one- or two-family dwellings
are not repealed or otherwise amended by this ordinance, and said ordinances be
and are hereby declared to remain in full force and effect. It is the express intent
of the City Council that it is not enacting an ordinance, bylaw, order, building code,
or rule requiring the installation of a multipurpose residential fire protection
sprinkler system or any other fire sprinkler protection system in a new or existing
one- or two-family dwelling, but is, instead, preserving and retaining the City’s
regulations and requirements as they existed prior to January 1, 2009.
SECTION 13: That an offense committed before the effective date of this
ordinance is governed by the prior law and the provisions of the Code of
Ordinances and ordinances of the City, as amended, in effect when the offense
was committed and the former law is continued in effect for this purpose.
SECTION 14: That should any section, paragraph, sentence, subdivision, clause,
phrase or provision of this ordinance be adjudged or held to be unconstitutional,
illegal, or invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of this ordinance as a whole
or any part or provision hereof other than the part so decided to be unconstitutional,
illegal, or invalid and shall not affect the validity of the remainder of this ordinance
or any other provision of the Code of Ordinances of the City.
SECTION 15: That any person, firm or corporation violating any of the provisions
or terms of this ordinance or the codes adopted hereby, as same may be amended,
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and subject to a penalty as provided for
in this ordinance, and upon conviction shall be punished by fine not to exceed the
sum of Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) for each offense, and each and every
day such violation shall continue shall constitute a separate offense.
SECTION 16: That this ordinance shall take effect 90 days after its passage and
the publication of the caption as the law and charter in such cases provide.
ATTACHMENTS
Attachment One – 2015 IFC Code Amendment Supplemental
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2015 Code Adoption

2012 - 2015 Code Matrix

2014 – Regional Updates

2015 – Local Amendments

The North Central Texas Council of Governments (NCTCOG) is a voluntary association of, by and
for local governments, established to assist in regional planning. NCTCOG's purpose is to
strengthen both the individual and collective power of local governments and to help them
recognize regional opportunities, eliminate unnecessary duplication, and make joint decisions.
Now in its 52nd year, NCTCOG's programs and departments encompass transportation
planning, environment and development, aging and disability resources, emergency
preparedness, demographic research, regional training, criminal justice, 911 emergency
numbers, a regional police academy, and more. Use the links on this page to learn about the
programs and initiatives active throughout the 16-county region.

Code Amendments
NCTCOG's Regional Codes Coordinating Committee (RCCC) and its five advisory boards
conducted multiple meetings to review the latest editions of the model codes and develop
regional amendments. Their review and recommendations are endorsed by NCTCOG's
Executive Board. Currently, NCTCOG encourages jurisdictions in North Central Texas to adopt
the following model construction codes along with their respective regional amendments as
expeditiously as their local code adoption process will allow.

International Energy Conservation Code (IECC)

According to the State Energy Conservation Office (SECO), "effective Nov. 1, 2016, SECO
adopted the 2015 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC) for commercial, industrial and
residential buildings taller than three stories. The code applies to R2, R3 and R4 residential
buildings and excludes single and two-family residences of three stories or fewer above grade."
For more information, click here.
According to the South-central Partnership for Energy Efficiency as a Resource, "Texas is a
'home rule' state which allows for local jurisdictions to make local amendments to the energy
code, so long as the change does not result in a less stringent code. To amend the state code in
non-attainment and affected counties, Energy Systems Laboratory (ESL) of Texas A&M
University must first determine whether the amended code is as stringent as the existing state
code." For more information, click here.
In 2012, the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) designated ten counties (Collin, Dallas,
Denton, Ellis, Johnson, Kaufman, Parker, Rockwall, Tarrant and Wise Counties) in North Central
Texas as nonattainment for the pollutant ozone in accordance with the 2008 8-hour ozone
National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS). Nonattainment counties are defined as those
that "do not meet (or that contribute to ambient air quality in a nearby area that does not
meet) the national primary or secondary ambient air quality standard for a NAAQS" (US
Environmental Protection Agency).
Affected counties are those designated as an "affected county" under the Texas Health and
Safety Code Chapter 386 - Texas Emissions Reduction Plan. In the North Central Texas region,
the affected counties are Ellis, Hood, Hunt, Johnson, Kaufman, Parker, and Rockwall Counties.
Relevant Committee: NCTCOG hosts the Energy and Green Advisory Board (EGAB), which
provides support and technical advice to NCTCOG's Regional Codes Coordinating Committee
(RCCC) on a wide range of energy and green issues. Click here for more information on the
EGAB.

International Energy Conservation Code (IECC adopted by city)

International Green Construction Code

2012 – 2015 Code Adoption Matrix
This serves to review the key changes between the 2012 and 2015 ICC Codes that affect
apartments (Residential R-2) and commercial properties. The good news for designers and
developers is that for the first time ever, National Multifamily Housing Council (NMHC),
National Apartment Association (NAA), Building Owners and Managers Association (BOMA) and
National Association of Home Builders (NAHB) encourage state and local jurisdictions to
consider adopting the 2015 ICodes when updating their state or local codes.
Although the codes can largely be adopted as is, they do contain meaningful changes.
Therefore, council needs to be aware of several changes in the 2015 codes that will impact
apartments and commercial properties. Many of the changes benefit apartment and
commercial construction, and taken as a whole these positive changes more than offset the
changes that might increase construction costs.
The most beneficial changes, by far, are the ones dealing with podium/pedestal buildings. Most
notably, the 2015 codes remove the restriction limiting the podium/pedestal portion of the
building to one story. As a result, the podium/pedestal portion can go to any height without
imposing a limit on the number of stories allowed in the property. The restrictions on
occupancies allowed in the podium/pedestal portion of the building have also been revised. In
the 2015 codes, the only restriction remaining is that this portion of the building cannot contain
a Group H (hazard) type occupancy.
Other beneficial changes include: a rewrite of “Chapter 5, Heights and Area” that makes it more
user friendly; new requirements for donut-type construction that establish provisions for
separating the garage from the apartment building; permitted uses of NFPA 13R sprinkler
systems; and use of cross-laminated and fire-retardant treated lumber.
The ICC codes included in this summary:
• 2015 International Building Code (IBC)
• 2015 International Fire Code (IFC)
• 2015 International Existing Building Code (IEBC)
• 2015 International Plumbing Code (IPC)
• 2015 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC)

The changes are organized by the cost impact they will have. Changes noted as “Decrease”
could have a major impact on how a structure is built and, in several cases, they clarify unclear
or misinterpreted code requirements.
Major cost-saving changes include:
1. Removal of the height restriction on the pedestal/podium portion of buildings.
2. Removal of the limitation on occupancies permitted in the pedestal/podium portion of the
building with the exception of not permitting Type H occupancies.
3. Redefine how private garages can be used in multifamily buildings.
4. Determination of building heights, area and setbacks.
5. Separation of the apartment building from garages in donut type construction.
6. Application of the NFPA 13R sprinkler system.
7. Design and use of assembly occupancies on building roofs.
Changes noted as “Increase” are important and will impact specific requirements within the
building. Major changes in this category include:
1. Requirements for a secondary sprinkler water supply in Seismic Design Category C, D, E, or F.
2. New requirements for opening protective glazing.
3. Use of limited area sprinkler systems.
4. Requirements for alarm systems in college and university buildings.
The changes noted as having cost implication of “None” or “Unknown” need special attention
because they will impact the building design and could have an impact on specific provisions in
the code. Major changes here include:
1. Revision to requirements on dampers protecting ceiling membrane.
2. Use of cross-laminated and fire-resistant lumber.
3. Location of smoke alarms near kitchens and bathrooms.
4. Use of smoke detection systems as alternative to providing smoke alarms.
5. Measurement of exit and exit access configuration.
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Important Changes to the 2015 IBC
Section(s) and Issue(s)

Type of Change

IBC 202 Definition of
“Private Garage,” 406.3.1
“Classification,” 406.3.2
“Clear Height”

Major Change

Cost
Implication
Decrease

IBC 202 Definition of “Fire
Retardant Treated Wood”

Major Change

Decrease

IBC 503 through 506 Building Heights and Area Requirements

Makes Code
More User
Friendly

Decrease

IBC 510.2 “Horizontal
Building Separation” (i.e.,
Podium/Pedestal
Structures)

Major Change

Decrease

IBC 705.3 Exception #2
“Buildings on the Same Lot”

New Provision

Decrease

Comment
Private garages are no longer limited to a maximum
of 3,000 sq. ft. in a building. Multiple private garages, each a maximum of 1,000 sq. ft., each separated by one-hour fire barriers or horizontal assemblies are now permitted based on their U occupancy
classification. Also, a minimum of 7’ clear height
will be required in private garages.
Revised definition to permit other treatment methods by other than the pressure process. See also IBC
Sections 2303.2.2 and 2303.2.3 for further explanation.
2012 IBC Table 503 was replaced with the 2015
IBC Tables 504.3, 504.4 and 506.2 with NO changes in the technical application, making the code
more user-friendly. The maximum allowable height
and number of stories can now be determined directly from Tables 504.3 and 504.4. The maximum
allowable sprinkler area increase can also now be
determined directly from Table 506.2.
2012 IBC Section 510.2(2) that limited the Type IA
portion of the podium/pedestal building below the
horizontal separation to a maximum of one story
above grade plane has been deleted in the 2015 IBC
allowing the podium portion of the building to be of
any height without any restriction on the number of
floors. Also, 2015 IBC Section 510.2(5) permits any
occupancy, except Group H, below the horizontal
separation. (See also the table entry under IBC Section 903.3.1.2 for further information on podium
design)
Permits a parking garage of Construction Type I or
IIA to abut a Group R-2 building with 1½- hourprotected openings (fire doors) in the abutting exterior wall of the garage and no required opening protective(s) in the abutting wall of a sprinklered R-2
building. Previous editions of the Code did not
permit any openings in these abutting exterior walls
that are at a “0” fire separation distance apart and
required a fire wall design between such buildings
to be permitted to have openings between the abutting buildings.

2015 ICC MODEL CODES SUMMARY OF IMPORTANT CHANGES – OCTOBER 2014
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Important Changes to the 2015 IBC (cont’d)
Section(s) and Issue(s)

Type of Change

Cost
Implication
Decrease

IBC 705.6 “Exterior WallStructural Stability”

Major Change

IBC 707.5 Exception 2 “Fire
Barriers–Continuity”

New:
Clarification

Decrease

IBC 714.4.2 Exception 7
“Membrane Penetration”

Revision

Decrease

IBC 717.1.1 “Ducts and Air
Transfer Openings”

New Provision

Decrease

IBC 903.2.1.6 “Assembly
Occupancies on Roof”

New Provision

Decrease

Comment
Exterior fire-rated walls that are braced by floor or
roof assemblies that have a lesser fire resistance
rating are now permitted. Previous editions of the
IBC Code required Construction Type III buildings
with two -hour fire-rated exterior walls to have
floors that support the two-hour fire-rated exterior
walls to be upgraded to the two-hour fire rating.
This is a major cost since apartment buildings built
of Construction Type III under the legacy codes
only required one-hour floor and roof assemblies to
support the two-hour fire-rated exterior walls.
Clarifies that the walls of an interior exit stairway
do not need to extend through the attic space to the
underside of the roof deck if the ceiling of the
stairway terminates with a fire-rated top enclosure
complying with Section 713.12.
This exception was new in the 2012 IBC (Section
714.4.1.2 Exception #7) and allowed for a practical
application of the code in circumstances where
wood-framed walls extend up to and attach directly
to the underside of joist/trusses floor and roof firerated assemblies. It was further modified to permit
the wood framed walls to be sheathed solely with
Type X gypsum wallboard in lieu of being a fire
resistance rated wall assembly.
Duct will be allowed to leave a fire-rated shaft enclosure, transition horizontally, and then enter another fire-rated shaft if the duct penetrations on
each side of the shafts are protected with fire dampers. Note that this is not permitted for clothes dryer
exhaust ducts or any other ducts that the I Codes
require to be continuous and uninterrupted.
Code now addresses how to deal with assembly
occupancies on the roof of a building. When the
occupant load > 100 for Group A-2 (i.e., restaurant),
or > 300 for other Group A (i.e., meeting rooms,
swimming pools) all floors to, and including, level
of exit discharge are required to be sprinklered per
NFPA 13 or NFPA 13R, as applicable. Since all new
Group R occupancies are already required to be
sprinklered, this new requirement is a good clarification of the Code for such common assembly occupancies that are to be located on the roofs of new
apartment projects. Note that there is an exception
to this sprinkler requirement for open parking garages of Construction Type I or Type II.

2015 ICC MODEL CODES SUMMARY OF IMPORTANT CHANGES – OCTOBER 2014
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Important Changes to the 2015 IBC (cont’d)
Section(s) and Issue(s)

Type of Change

IBC 903.2.11.3 “Automatic
Sprinkler Systems – Where
Required- Buildings 55’ or
More in Height”

Revision

Cost
Implication
Decrease

903.3.1.1.2 Exception
“NFPA 13 Exempt
Bathroom Sprinklers”

New Provision

Decrease

903.3.1.2 “Installation Requirements NFPA 13R
Sprinkler Systems”

Clarification

Decrease

IBC 1011.12 Exception
“Stairway to Roof”

New
Exception

Decrease

IBC 1011.16 “Ladders”

New Provision

Decrease

Comment
This revision clarified that the 55’ is measured from
the lowest level of fire department vehicle access to
the finished floor level of the highest floor with an
occupant load of ≥ 30. Exceptions are provided for
open parking garages and F-2 occupancies.
The 2015 IBC references the 2013 NFPA 13. In the
2013 NFPA 13 Section 8.15.8.1 the small bathroom
(≤ 55 sq. ft.) sprinkler exception was deleted for
apartment dwelling units. Since the NFPA 13
Committee deleted this reasonable, long-standing,
sprinkler exception out of its Code, the NFPA 101
Committee, as well as the ICC Membership, decided to place it back into the 2015 NFPA 101 and
2015 IBC. The NFPA 13 Committee is in the process of attempting to place the bathroom exception
for dwelling units back into its 2015 edition of
NFPA 13.
Section was revised to correlate with the scope of
the 2013 NFPA 13R Standard. This should help
prevent any misapplication of the sprinkler standards that apply to “…Group R occupancies up to
and including four stories in height in buildings not
exceeding 60 feet in height above grade plane…”.
The new second paragraph in this section clarifies
that the number of stories of Group R occupancies
above a podium or pedestal designed structure (see
Section 510.4) is measured from the fire-rated horizontal separation that creates separate buildings. By
default, this new second paragraph under the NFPA
13R requirements is also applicable to the number
of stories of Group R occupancies above a podium
structure when the entire structure is sprinklered per
NFPA 13. For example, an R-2 occupancy of Construction Type IIIA, sprinklered per NFPA 13, can
be five stories above the Type IA pedestal below as
long as the overall building height from grade plane
does not exceed 85 feet (IBC Table 504.3)
For stairways in buildings ≥ four stories above
grade plane that do not have an occupied roof or
elevator equipment on the roof, access to the roof
does not need to be by one of the stairways in the
building. It can be provided by an alternating tread
device, a ship’s ladder or a permanent ladder.
New section with specific requirements for permanent ladders. Such ladders cannot serve as a part of
the means of egress from occupied spaces within a
building.

2015 ICC MODEL CODES SUMMARY OF IMPORTANT CHANGES – OCTOBER 2014
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Important Changes to the 2015 IBC (cont’d)
Section(s) and Issue(s)

Type of Change

IBC 1016.2(1) “Egress
through Intervening Spaces,” 3006.4 Means of
Egress”

New Provision

Cost
Implication
Decrease

IBC 1023.3.1 Exception 2
“Interior Exit Stairway
Extension”

New Provision

Decrease

IBC 1107.4 Exceptions 3
and 4 “Accessible Route”

New Provision

Decrease

Previous 2012 IBC Section
3004 “Hoistway
Venting”

Deleted

Decrease

IBC 101.4.7 “Existing
Buildings,” Previous 2012
IBC Chapter 34 “Existing
Buildings”
IBC 104.11 “Alternative
Materials, Design, and
Methods of Construction
and Equipment”

Deleted 2012
IBC Chapter 34

None

Revision

None

903.3.1.2.2 “Open-Ended
Corridors”

New Provision
– Correlation

None

903.3.5 “Water Supplies”

Revision

None

IBC 907.2.11.4 “Smoke
Alarms Near Bathrooms”

New Provision

None

Comment
Exit access is permitted through an enclosed elevator lobby that leads to at least one of the required
exits. Exit access to not less than one of the other
required exits shall be provided without travel
through the enclosed elevator lobby.
An exit stairway does not require a door at the
stairway opening into an exit passageway if the exit
passageway has no other openings into it from the
building.
Exceptions added to exempt, in certain cases, accessible stories and mezzanines in buildings with
Group R-2 units or dormitories if accessibility is
provided to other facilities.
The hoistway venting requirements have been deleted from the 2015 IBC since they were antiquated
and wasted building energy. Only Section 3004.3.1,
“Plumbing and Mechanical Systems,” was retained,
and it was relocated to Section 3002.9
The requirements (Chapter 34) for existing structures have been removed from the 2015 IBC. All
existing construction requirements are now in the
2015 International Existing Building Code (IEBC).
Last sentence was added that requires the code official to provide in writing the reasons why the alternative was not approved if he/she rejects the application for an alternative design under this section of
the Code.
This new section was added to the sprinkler requirements just to clarify that when applying the
open-ended corridor (i.e., open breezeway) sprinkler requirements of Section 1027.6 Exception 3.1
to a building sprinklered in accordance with NFPA
13R, it is the intent of the IBC Code to also require
the open-ended corridors and its associated exterior
stairs to be sprinklered when using Exception 3 of
Section 1027.6.
New last sentence in section was added to clarify
that the fire flow test for the design of the sprinkler
system needs to be adjusted for seasonal and daily
pressure fluctuations.
Smoke alarms are to be located a minimum of three
feet from the bathroom door when the bathroom
contains a bathtub or shower.
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Important Changes to the 2015 IBC (cont’d)
Section(s) and Issue(s)

Type of Change

Cost
Implication
None

IBC 907.2.11.3 and
907.2.11.4 “Single and
Multiple-Station Smoke
Alarms Near Cooking
Appliances”

New Provision Correlation

IBC Table 1006.2.1 “Spaces
with One Exit or Exit Access Doorway”

New Provision

None

IBC 1006.2.1, Exception 1,
Table 1006.3.2(1) and
1006.3.2 Single Exits in
Buildings

Revised

None

IBC Section 915 “Carbon
Monoxide (CO)
Detection”

Relocated to its
Own
Section in
Chapter 9,
Reformatted
and Revised

None

IBC 1010.1.7, Exception #2
“Thresholds at Doorways”

New Provision

None

IBC 1210.2.3 “Shower
Compartments”

Revised

None

Comment
These new sections were added to the alarm requirements to correlate with the requirements in
NFPA 72 on the placement of smoke alarms. When
ionization smoke alarms are to be installed they
shall be placed a minimum of 20 feet from cooking
devices, or a minimum of 10 feet if they have an
alarm-silencing switch. If photoelectric smoke
alarms are to be installed they shall be placed a
minimum of six feet from cooking devices.
Combined 2012 IBC Tables 1014.3 and 1015.1 into
a single table for user-friendliness. Note that Table
1006.2.1 covers the maximum common path of
egress travel distance to that point where the occupants have separate access to two exits (or are already outside the building), whereas Table 1017.2
covers the total exit access travel distance to an exit.
It is permitted for multiple dwelling units, in groups
of four units or less per floor, to have access to a
single means of egress. The change also reflects the
revised travel distance for single exit design allowing a maximum common path of egress travel distance of 125 feet.
The CO alarm requirements that were new in the
2012 IBC and located in Section 908.7 have been
relocated and extensively revised and clarified in
the 2015 IBC. A CO alarm is to be installed outside
of each separate sleeping area in the immediate vicinity of the bedrooms in R-2 occupancies that have
fuel-burning appliances/fireplaces and/or attached
private garages. Buildings with open parking garages complying with Section 406.5 or enclosed
parking garages complying with Section 406.6 are
not considered private garages.
In Type B dwelling units that permit a four -inch
elevation change at the door, the threshold height on
the exterior side of the door shall not exceed 4¾” in
height above the exterior deck, patio or balcony for
sliding doors and not more than 4½” for other
doors.
The height of the required nonabsorbent surface has
been raised from 70 inches to 72 inches.
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Important Changes to the 2015 IBC (cont’d)
Section(s) and Issue(s)

Type of Change

Cost
Implication
None

IBC 1405.3 “Vapor
Retarders”

Revised

IBC 3104.5 Connections of
Pedestrian Walkway to
Buildings”
IBC Section 3006
“Elevator Lobbies and
Hoistway Opening
Protection
IBC 403.3.3 “Sprinkler Secondary Water Supply”

Makes Code
More User
Friendly
New Section
with Relocated
Requirements

None

Relocated

None

IBC 202 Definition of “Corridor Damper,” 717.3.2.4
“Corridor Damper Rating,”
717.3.3.5 “Corridor Damper
Actuation,” 717.5.4.1 Exception #1 “Where Required-Corridors”
IBC 602.4 Cross-Laminated
Timber Use in Construction
Type IV
IBC 703.2.4 Fire-Resistance
Ratings and Fire Tests: Supplemental
Features”
IBC 705.2 “Projections,”
705.2.3 “Combustible Projections”

New Provision

Unknown

New Provision

Unknown

New Provision

Unknown

Major Change

Unknown

907.2.11.7 “Smoke Detection System”

New Provision

Unknown

None

Comment
Requirements for vapor retarders have been modified. In Climate Zones 1 and 2, Class I and II vapor
retarders are not permitted on the interior side of
frame walls. In Climate Zones 3 and 4, Class I vapor retarders are not permitted on the interior of
frame walls. Class III vapor retarders are required
in specific locations.
Revised, reformatted section with no intended
changes to the existing requirements.
The elevator lobby requirements that were located
in 2012 IBC Section 713.14.1 were reformatted and
relocated into newly created Sections 3006.2 and
3006.3 in the 2015 IBC.
Sprinkler systems in high-rise buildings in Seismic
Design Category C, D, E or F are required to have a
secondary water supply.
New design option protecting the ceiling membrane’s HVAC penetrations for a fire-rated exit access corridor where the ceiling of the corridor is
constructed using a fire-rated corridor wall assembly placed horizontally.
Revisions allow the use of fire-retardant-treated
lumber, cross-laminated timber and glued-laminated
plank in specific applications.
When a listed fire resistance assembly is modified,
sufficient data shall be made available to the code
official to show that the required fire resistance rating is not reduced.
Table 705.2, “Minimum Distance of Projections,”
was modified and simplified and now requires an
increase in the separation required between the
leading edge of a building’s projection and the
property line (or fire separation distance line). Section 705.2.3 was simplified and requires added protection where a combustible projection is within 5’
of a property line (or FSD).
Clarifies that an acceptable alternative to providing
single and multiple-station smoke alarms is to use
smoke detectors, listed per UL 268, that are part of
the building’s fire alarm system.
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Important Changes to the 2015 IBC (cont’d)
Section(s) and Issue(s)

Type of Change

913.2.2 “Circuits
Supplying Fire Pumps”

New Provision

Cost
Implication
Unknown

IBC 1019 Exception 3, “Exit
Access Stairways and
Ramps”

New Provision

Unknown

IBC 308.3 “Group I-1,”
308.3.1 “Condition 1, 308.3.2
“Condition 2,” 404.5 Exception “Smoke Control,” 420.4.
“Smoke Barriers in Group I-1,
Condition 2,” 420.5 “Automatic Sprinkler System,”
420.6 “Fire Alarm Systems
and Smoke Alarms,” 709.5
Exceptions “Openings,”
903.2.6 Exception 1 “Group
I,” 903.3.2(3) “Quickresponse and Residential
Sprinklers,” 904.13 “Domestic Cooking Systems in Group
I-2 Condition 1,” 907.2.6
Group I Manual Fire Alarm,”
907.2.11.2 “”Smoke Alarms,”
907.2.11.5 “Interconnection
of Smoke Alarms,” 907.2.13
Exception 6 “High-Rise
Buildings,” 907.5.2.2 Exception “Emergency Voice/Alarm
Communications,”
907.5.2.3.2 “Group I-1 Visible Alarms,” 909.5.3 Exception 3 and 909.5.3.1 “Smoke
Barrier Opening Protection,”
915.1.1 “CO Detection,”
1010.1.9.6 “Controlled Egress
Doors in Group I-1 and I-2,”
1010.1.9.8 “Sensor Release of
Electrically Locked Egress
Doors,” 1010.1.9.9 “Electromagnetically Locked Egress
Doors,” 1020.1 Exception 2
“Corridor Construction,” Table 1020.1 “Corridor FireResistance Rating,” 3006.2(2)
“Hoistway Opening Protection Required”

Major
Changes for
I-1
Occupancies

Unknown

Comment
New section requires that the power supply cables
shall be listed and installed in accordance with UL
2196.
New provisions for exit stairways and ramps require
enclosed stairways and ramps with exception for
interior of dwelling units.
There have been a number of requests for conversions of existing R-2 projects into assisted living
facilities as the baby boomers are now in their 60s.
To provide some general guidance to firms that may
be considering either the construction of new projects or conversion of existing buildings to such
occupancies, the two rows on I-1 and R-4 occupancies are provided showing the revised requirements
in the 2015 IBC for these occupancies.
Also be aware that there may be modifications to
the requirements in the 2015 IBC that relate to an
existing building’s conversion to another occupancy. See the requirements in the 2015 International
Existing Building Code (IEBC), Chapter 10,
“Change of Occupancy”.
Assisted living facilities (≥ 17 persons) are now
divided into two conditions with different requirements throughout the Code. I-1 Condition 1 only
applies to occupants who are capable of responding
to an emergency without any assistance to leave the
building. I-1 Condition 2 applies to occupants who
will require limited verbal or physical assistance to
respond to an emergency and safely egress from the
building.
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Important Changes to the 2015 IBC (cont’d)
Section(s) and Issue(s)

Type of Change

Cost
Implication
Unknown

Chapter 10 “Means of
Egress”

Major
Revisions, Relocations and
Clarifications

IBC 1007 “Exit and Exit
Access Doorway
Configuration”
IBC 1015.7 Exception
“Roof Access”

New Provision

Unknown

New
Exception

Unknown

IBC 2406.4.7 “Safety Glazing Adjacent to the Bottom
Stairway Landing”

Revision

Unknown

IBC 111.1 “Use and
Occupancy”

Revision

Increase

IBC 716.5.8.4 “Opening
Protectives–Safety
Glazing”

Revision

Increase

903.3.8 “Limited Area
Sprinkler Systems”

Major
Revisions

Increase

Comment
2012 IBC Sections 1015 and 1021 requirements
were relocated and revised into the general provisions of Sections 1006 and 1007. All the section
numbers that were in the 2012 IBC have been
changed in the 2015 IBC because of the extensive
reorganization and revisions during this code cycle.
Users of the Code are cautioned to do an extensive
review of Chapter 10 before designing a project
under this new edition of the Code.
New section with specific requirements on how to
measure the separation distance between exits, exit
access doorways/stairways and ramps.
Exception eliminates the guards required for roof
access where the roof hatch opening is located within 10’ of the roof edge or the open side is located >
30” above the floor, roof or grade above, where
permanent fall arrest/restraint anchorage connector
devices complying with ANSI/ASSE Z 359.1 are
provided.
Requires safety glazing if glazing is located < 60”
above the bottom of a stair, or within a 60” horizontal arc if < 180 degrees from the bottom tread nosing.
A change in a building use, or portion thereof, with
no change in its occupancy classification will now
require a new Certificate of Occupancy.
Previous editions of the Code only required safety
glazing for “fire protection-rated” glazing in fire
door assemblies, now it will be required also for
“fire resistance-rated” glazing in fire door assemblies. Note that Section 716.5.8.1.1 provides the
locations where “fire resistance-rated” glazing in
fire door assemblies can be used, and Section
716.5.8.1.2 provides the requirements where “fire
protection-rated” glazing in fire door assemblies
can be used.
In existing, non-sprinklered apartment buildings,
limited area sprinkler systems were mostly provided
in basements where storage rooms, boiler rooms
and similar spaces were located. Revisions reduced
the number of sprinklers from 20 to six that can be
used on a “limited area sprinkler system” in any
single fire area. In addition, it now requires hydraulic calculations to be done to show that these sprinklers that are piped off the domestic water supply
can control a fire.
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Important Changes to the 2015 IBC (cont’d)
Section(s) and Issue(s)

Type of Change

IBC 907.2.9.3 “Alarm Systems - Group R-2
College and University
Buildings”

Clarification

Cost
Implication
Increase

IBC 1015.8 “Window Opening Guard
Protection”

New Provision

Increase

IBC 1107.6.2.1 “Live/Work
Units”

New Provision

Increase

IBC 1107.7.2 Multistory
Type B Dwelling Units

New Provision

Increase

IBC 1110.2.2, 1110.2.3 and
1110.4.13, Exception 3.
“Accessible
Recreational Facilities”

New Provision

Increase

IBC 1203.2 “Attic
Ventilation”

New Provision

Increase

IBC Chapter 17 “Special
Inspections and Tests”

New Provision
and Revised

Increase

Comment
In the previous edition of the IBC, the alarm requirements of this section appeared to apply to
buildings that are owned by a college or university.
For the 2015 IBC it was clarified that this requirement was for Group R-2 occupancies that are
“…operated by a college or university for student or
staff housing…” Requires an automatic smoke detection system in the common corridors/spaces,
laundry, mechanical equipment and storage rooms.
It also requires the smoke alarms in the dwelling/sleeping units to be interconnected with the fire
alarm system
Window openings more than 72” above grade that
are less than 36” above the floor must be protected
with guards or fixed openings that will not allow the
passage of a four-inch-diameter sphere.
The nonresidential portion of a live/work unit is
required to be accessible. The entire live/work unit
is required to be accessible if the residential portion
of the live/work unit is required to be a Type B
dwelling unit.
The primary entry level in a multistory Type B
dwelling unit that is served by an elevator must
have a living area, kitchen and toilet facility.
New requirement that apartment properties comply
with ANSI A117.1 recreational facility requirements. Accessible means of entry into a swimming
pool, spa or similar water feature is not required in
R-2, R-3 and R-4 occupancies.
The ventilation requirements for attics have been
upgraded to reflect the new code requirements for
energy conservation. Specific requirements have
been added for enclosed attics and a new section
(IBC 1203.3) has been added for unvented attic and
unvented enclosed rated assemblies.
New requirements for special testing have been
added detailing specific requirements that must be
complied with when special inspection is required.
Requirements for inspection of specific materials
have been modified or added.

2015 ICC MODEL CODES SUMMARY OF IMPORTANT CHANGES – OCTOBER 2014

13
Important Changes to the 2015 IFC
Section(s) and Issue(s)

Type of Change

Cost
Implication

Comment

IFC 1103.3.2 Elevator
Emergency Operation

New Provision

Decrease

IFC 1104.22(4) “Means of
Egress for Existing
Buildings–Exterior Stairway
Protection”
IFC 1103.7.6 Exception 4
“Manual Fire Alarm
System in Existing Group
R-2 Occupancies”

Deletion of
2012 IFC
Section
1104.21(4.1)
New
Exception

Decrease

IFC Appendix B B105 “Fire
Flow Requirements for
Buildings”

Revisions

Unknown

IFC Appendix C “Fire
Hydrant Locations and
Distribution”

Revisions

Unknown

IFC Appendix L “Fire
Fighter Air Replenishment
Systems (FARS)”

New Provision

Increase

IFC Appendix M “HighRise – Retroactive
Automatic Sprinkler
Requirement”

New Provision

Increase

New exception to requirements for updating elevators to latest standard which include installation of
protective doors, sprinkler protection, and for
freight elevators sprinkler protection provided at
least one elevator complies with A 17.3.
Remainder of Section 1104.21 was moved to
1104.22. The requirement to retroactively sprinkler
existing, open-ended corridor (i.e., open breezeway)
buildings was deleted.
Exception 4 eliminates the requirement for a manual fire alarm system in an existing R-2 occupancy
where all four requirements are met:
1. Building is ≤ three stories in height above
grade plane.
2. Dwelling units are not served by interior corridors.
3. Dwelling units are separated from each other
by 3/4 hour fire barriers.
4. Dwelling units are provided with smoke
alarms per Section 907.2.11.
If a jurisdiction adopts the IFC and makes Appendix
B mandatory in the adopting ordinance, then fire
flows for townhouses and other buildings can be
reduced based on the construction type and sprinkler system installed (NFPA 13, NFPA 13R or
NFPA 13D).
If a jurisdiction adopts the IFC and makes Appendix
C mandatory in the adopting ordinance, then the
revisions to Sections C103.2 Exception and C104.1
provide increased spacing for existing fire hydrants
and credit for existing fire hydrants on adjacent
properties that can be used. Also new footnotes “f”
and “g” permit fire hydrant spacing increases based
on the type of sprinkler system installed in the
building.
If a jurisdiction adopts the IFC and makes Appendix
L mandatory in the adopting ordinance, then buildings required by the local adopting ordinance to
have FARS would be required to comply with Appendix L’s design, installation, testing and maintenance requirements.
If a jurisdiction adopts the IFC and makes Appendix
M mandatory in the adopting ordinance, then all
existing high-rise buildings in that jurisdiction will
be required to be sprinklered.

Decrease
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Important Changes to the 2015 IEBC
Section(s) and Issue(s)

Type of
Change

Cost
Implication

Comment

IEBC 406.3 and 702.5 –
“Replacement Window
Emergency Escape and Rescue Openings”
IEBC 803.6 “FireResistance Rating”

New Provision

Decrease

New Provision

Decrease

IEBC 706 “Reroofing”

New Provision

Unknown

2012 IBC Chapter 34 has
been deleted and all of the
requirements for
existing buildings are now
found in the 2015 IEBC
IEBC 906.2 Alterations
Level III

Editorial

None

Under the Prescriptive Compliance Method or Level 1 Alterations, the replacement window must be
the largest standard size that will fit within the existing frame.
Under Level 2 Alterations, in buildings where an
automatic sprinkler system is installed throughout,
the required fire resistance rating of building elements and materials can be reduced to meet the
requirements of the current building code.
Under Level 1 Alterations, requirements from 2015
IBC Section 1511 were also placed in the IEBC.
The 2015 IEBC applies to repair, alteration, and
change of occupancy, additions, and relocations of
existing buildings.

New Provision
- Clarification

None

IEBC 406.2 and 702.4 Replacement Window Fall
Protection

New Provision

Increase

IEBC 904.2 Fire Alarm System - Alteration
Level 3

New Provision

Increase

Revised to clarify that where four or more Group I1, I-2, R-1, R-2, R-3 or R4 dwelling or sleeping
units are be altered, the requirements of Section
1107 of the IBC for Type B units and Chapter 9 of
the IBC for visible alarms apply only to the spaces
being altered. Exception: Group I-1, I-2, R-1, R-2,
R-3 and R-4 dwelling or sleeping units where the
first certificate of occupancy was issued before
March 15, 1991 are not required to provide Type B
dwelling or sleeping units.
Under the Prescriptive Compliance Method or Level 1 Alterations, requirements for limits on window
openings, similar to those for new construction, are
required for replacement windows. Window openings more than 72 inches above the exterior grade
and less than 36 inches above the finished floor are
required to have control devices that limit the opening so that a four-inch sphere will not pass.
Install fire alarm and detection system with any
Level 3 alteration.
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Section(s) and Issue(s)

Type of Change

Cost
Implication

Comment

IPC 106.1.1 “Annual Permit”

New Provision

Decrease

An annual permit for plumbing repairs can be issued to a person, firm or corporation to perform
plumbing work on individual plumbing items that
have already been approved when they employ a
qualified tradesperson.

Important Changes to the 2015 IECC
Section(s) and Issue(s)

Type of Change

Cost
Implication

Comment

IECC C402 and Chapter 5
Performance
Compliance Options

Revision

Decrease

IECC C504.2.3 Roof Covering Air Barrier
IECC C406 and Chapter 5
Energy Efficiency
Packages
IECC Tables C402.1,
C402.4, R402.1.2 and
R402.1.4–R-values and Uvalues

Revision

Decrease

Revision

Unknown

No Change
from the 2012
IECC

Increase from
the 2009
IECC

IECC R402.4.1.2–Thermal
Envelope Air Barrier Testing

No Change
from the 2012
IECC

Increase from
the 2009
IECC

IECC Commercial and Residential Provisions

Revisions and
Editorial

Increase

IECC C403.3.2.1 and Chapter 5

Revision

Increase

Allow component performance design options for
wall, floor, roof and other systems using overall
building insulation values to reduce insulation values in individual components.
Exemption for repair/replacement of roof recovering from the requirement for an air barrier.
Additional choices for required additional energy
efficiency packages that can be more cost-effective
for new and existing buildings.
The R-value and corresponding U-value tables for
the commercial and residential requirements have
not been changed (except roof insulation), and are
the same as in the 2012 versions of the IECC which
are not cost effective. See separate document, Recommended Amendments to the 2015 International
Energy Conservation Code (IECC), for more information.
The residential Section R402.1.2 requires that the
air barrier be pressure tested in accordance with a
test method for one- and two-family dwellings that
is not appropriate for R-2 occupancies. See separate document, Recommended Amendments to the
2015 International Energy Conservation Code
(IECC), for more information.
The Commercial portions, which apply to R-2 occupancies four-or-more stories in height; and the
Residential portions, which apply to R-2 occupancies three-or-less stories in height, have major revisions to text which need to be considered during the
design process.
Increased hot water piping insulation levels with
limits on lengths of hot water piping.
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Important Changes to the 2015 IECC (cont’d)
Section(s) and Issue(s)

Type of Change

Comment

Revision

Cost
Implication
Increase

IECC Table C403.2.3(9)
Minimum Efficiency Air
Conditioners and
Condensing Units Serving
Computer Rooms
IECC C403.2.4.7 Fault Detection

New Provision

Increase

IECC C403.2.6.2 Garage
Ventilation Controls
IECC C405 and Chapter 5
Lighting Controls

New Provision

Increase

New Provision

Increase

IECC C408.2.5.2.6
Lighting Operation and
Maintenance Manuals
IECC C408.3.1 Occupant
Sensor Controls
IECC Chapter 5 Existing
Buildings

New Provision

Increase

Revision

Increase

New Provision

Increase

Required inclusion of a fault detection and diagnostics reporting system on all 4.5 ton or larger aircooled, HVAC systems.
Mandatory installation of automatic garage controls.
Additional more stringent requirements for daylighting, lighting controls and allowed lighting
power densities in new and existing buildings.
Lighting contractor required to provide operations
and maintenance manuals for lighting and lighting
controls.
Requirement for functional testing of occupant sensor controls and time-switch controls.
New Chapter 5, Existing Structures with provisions
for existing buildings in addition to those contained
in the IEBC.

Increased stringency of computer room HVAC minimum efficiency levels.

Important Changes to the 2015 IMC
Section(s) and Issue(s)

Type of Change

Cost
Implication

Comment

IMC 106.1.1 “Annual Permit”

New Provision

Decrease

IMC 403.3.2 Mechanical
Ventilation

New Provision

Increase

An annual permit for mechanical repairs can be
issued to a person, firm or corporation to perform
mechanical work on individual mechanical system
or equipment that has already been approved when
they employ a qualified tradesperson.
Ventilation requirements for R-2 occupancies three
stories or less in height have been completely revised to include requirements for inclusion of mechanical exhaust and supply for each dwelling unit.
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Important Changes to the 2015 IFGC
Section(s) and Issue(s)

Type of
Change

Cost
Implication

Comment

IFGC 307.6 A/C
Condensation Pumps

New Provision

Increase

IFGC 404.7 ”Protection
Against Physical
Damage”

New Provision

Increase

Condensation pumps located in attics, crawl spaces
and other uninhabited spaces must have controls
that shut down the appliance upon failure of the
pumping system.
Provisions added to protect concealed piping from
penetration by nails, screws and other fasteners.
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Recommended Amendments to the
2015 International Building Code

North Central Texas Council of Governments Region
The following sections, paragraphs, and sentences of the 2015 International Building Code are hereby
amended as follows: Standard type is text from the IBC. Underlined type is text inserted. Lined through
type is deleted text from IBC. A double asterisk (**) at the beginning of a section identifies an amendment
carried over from the 2012 edition of the code and a triple asterisk (***) identifies a new or revised
amendment with the 2015 code.
Explanation of Options A and B:
Please note that as there is a wide range in fire fighting philosophies / capabilities of cities across the
region, OPTION “A” and OPTION “B” are provided in the Fire and Building Code amendments.
Jurisdictions should choose one or the other based on their fire fighting philosophies / capabilities
when adopting code amendments.

**Section 101.4; change to read as follows:
101.4 Referenced codes. The other codes listed in Sections 101.4.1 through 101.4.8 and referenced
elsewhere in this code, when specifically adopted, shall be considered part of the requirements of this
code to the prescribed extent of each such reference. Whenever amendments have been adopted to the
referenced codes and standards, each reference to said code and standard shall be considered to
reference the amendments as well. Any reference to NFPA 70 or the Electrical Code shall mean the
Electrical Code as adopted.
(Reason: Legal wording to recognize locally adopted codes and amendments adopted with referenced
codes. The former ICC Electrical Code is now Appendix K of this code but no longer called by that name.)
**Section 101.4.8; add the following:
101.4.8 Electrical. The provisions of the Electrical Code shall apply to the installation of electrical
systems, including alterations, repairs, replacement, equipment, appliances, fixtures, fittings and
appurtenances thereto.
(Reason: This was dropped when ICC quit publishing the ICC Electrical Code, but the Electrical Code
still should be referenced regardless of how it is adopted.)
** Section 103 and 103.1 amend to insert the Department Name

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING SAFETY [INSERT OFFICIAL BUILDING DEPARTMENT
NAME OF JURISDICTION]
103.1 Creation of enforcement agency. The Department of Building Safety [INSERT OFFICIAL
BUILDING DEPARTMENT NAME OF JURISDICTION] is hereby created and the official in charge thereof
shall be known as the building official.
(Reason: Reminder to be sure ordinance reads the same as designated by the city.)
***Section [A] 104.2.1 Determination of substantially improved or substantially damaged existing
buildings and structures in flood hazard areas; (jurisdictions may consider the option to amend or
delete depending on local enforcement and flood hazard ordinances.)
**Section 104.10.1; Flood hazard areas. (jurisdictions may consider the option to amend or delete
depending on local enforcement and flood hazard ordinances.)
(Reason: Flood hazard ordinances may be administered by other departments within the city.)

North Central Texas Council of Governments

1

As of August 2015 IBC Amendments

**Section 105.2 Work exempt from permit; under sub-title entitled “Building” delete items 1, 2, 10
and 11 and re-number as follows:
Building:
1. One-story detached accessory structures used as tool and storage sheds, playhouses and similar
uses, provided the floor area does not exceed 120 square feet (11 m 2).
2. Fences not over 7 feet (1829 mm) high.
3. 1. (Unchanged)
4. 2. (Unchanged)
5. 3. (Unchanged)
6. 4. (Unchanged)
7. 5. (Unchanged)
8. 6. (Unchanged)
9. 7. (Unchanged)
10. Shade cloth structures constructed for nursery or agricultural purposes, not including service
systems.
11. 8. (Unchanged)
12. 9. (Unchanged)
13. 10. (Unchanged)
(Reason: Items deleted are for one- and two-family dwellings regulated by the International Residential
Code. Accessory structures, fences and shade cloth structures would require a permit for commercial
properties to ensure compliance with local ordinance, egress, accessibility, flame spread of fabric,
wind/snow design load, etc.).
**Section 109; add Section 109.7 to read as follows:
109.7 Re-inspection Fee. A fee as established by city council resolution may be charged when:
1. The inspection called for is not ready when the inspector arrives;
2. No building address or permit card is clearly posted;
3. City approved plans are not on the job site available to the inspector;
4. The building is locked or work otherwise not available for inspection when called;
5. The job site is red-tagged twice for the same item;
6. The original red tag has been removed from the job site.
7. Failure to maintain erosion control, trash control or tree protection.
Any re-inspection fees assessed shall be paid before any more inspections are made on that job site.
(Reason: This fee is not a fine or penalty but is designed to compensate for time and trips when
inspections are called for when not ready.)
**Section 109; add Section 109.8, 109.8.1, 109.8.2 and 109.9 to read as follows:
109.8 Work without a permit.
109.8.1 Investigation. Whenever work for which a permit is required by this code has been
commenced without first obtaining a permit, a special investigation shall be made before a permit
may be issued for such work.
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109.8.2 Fee. An investigation fee, in addition to the permit fee, shall be collected whether or not a
permit is subsequently issued. The investigation fee shall be equal to the amount of the permit fee
required by this code or the city fee schedule as applicable. The payment of such investigation fee
shall not exempt the applicant from compliance with all other provisions of either this code or the
technical codes nor from penalty prescribed by law.
109.9 Unauthorized cover up fee. Any work concealed without first obtaining the required inspection in
violation of Section 110 shall be assessed a fee as established by the city fee schedule.
(Reason: This fee is not a fine or penalty but is designed to compensate for time and to remove incentive
to attempt to evade permits and code compliance. Text taken from former Uniform Administrative Code.)
**Section 110.3.5; Lath, gypsum board and gypsum panel product inspection. Delete exception
Exception : Gypsum board and gypsum panel products that are not part of a fire resistance rated
assembly or a shear assembly.
(Reason: Lath or gypsum board inspections are performed in this area.)
**Section 202; amend definition of Ambulatory Care Facility as follows:
AMBULATORY CARE FACILITY. Buildings or portions thereof used to provide medical, surgical,
psychiatric, nursing or similar care on a less than 24-hour basis to individuals who are rendered incapable
of self-preservation by the services provided. This group may include but not be limited to the following:
- Dialysis centers
- Sedation dentistry
- Surgery centers
- Colonic centers
- Psychiatric centers
(Reason: To clarify the range of uses included in the definition. [Explanatory note related to Ambulatory
Care Facilities: This group of uses includes medical or dental offices where persons are put under for
dental surgery or other services. Section 903.2.2 will now require such uses to be sprinklered if on other
than the floor of exit discharge or if four or more persons are put under on the level of exit discharge.
Recommend (1.) jurisdictions document any pre-existing non-conforming conditions prior to issuing a new
C of O for a change of tenant and, (2.) On any medical or dental office specify on C of O the maximum
number of persons permitted to be put under general anesthesia.
It is recommended that before a Certificate of Occupancy is issued, a letter of intended use from the
business owner shall be included and a C of O documenting the maximum number of care recipients
incapable of self preservation allowed.)
**Section 202; add definition of Assisting Living Facilities to read as follows.
ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES. A building or part thereof housing persons, on a 24-hour basis, who
because of age, mental disability or other reasons, live in a supervised residential environment which
provides personal care services. The occupants are capable of responding to an emergency situation
without physical assistance from staff.
(Reason: The code references Assisted Living facilities and definition was deleted)
**Section 202; change definition of “Atrium” as follows:
ATRIUM. An opening connecting two three or more stories… {Balance remains unchanged}
(Reason: Accepted practice in the region based on legacy codes. Section 1019 permits unenclosed two
story stairways under certain circumstances.)
**Section 202; add definition of “Repair Garage” as follows:
REPAIR GARAGE. A building, structure or portion thereof used for servicing or repairing motor vehicles.
This occupancy shall also include garages involved in minor repair, modification and servicing of motor
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vehicles for items such as lube changes, inspections, windshield repair or replacement, shocks, minor
part replacement and other such minor repairs.
(Reason: The code references aligns with fire code)
***Section 202; amend definition of SPECIAL INSPECTOR to read as follows:
SPECIAL INSPECTOR. A qualified person employed or retained by an approved agency who shall prove
to the satisfaction of the registered design professional in responsible charge and approved by the
Building Official as having the competence necessary to inspect a particular type of construction requiring
special inspection.
(Reason: The registered design professional in responsible charge should be included.)
Option A

**Section 202; {No amendment necessary}

Option B

**Section 202; amend definition to read as follows:

HIGH-RISE BUILDING. A building with an occupied floor located more than 75 55 feet (22 860 mm)
(16 764 mm) above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access.
(Reason: To define high-rise, as it influences sprinkler requirement thresholds based on the fire fighting
capabilities of a jurisdiction.)
**Section 303.1.3; add a sentence to read as follows:
303.1.3 Associated with Group E occupancies. A room or space used for assembly purposes that is
associated with a Group E occupancy is not considered a separate occupancy. Except when applying the
assembly requirements of Chapter 10 and 11.
(Reason: To clarify that egress and accessibility requirements are applicable for assembly areas, i.e.
cafeteria, auditoriums, etc.)
**Section 304.1; add the following to the list of occupancies:
Fire stations
Police stations with detention facilities for 5 or less
(Reason: Consistent with regional practice dating back to the legacy codes.)
**Section 307.1.1; add the following sentence to Exception 4:
4. Cleaning establishments… {Text unchanged} …with Section 707 or 1-hour horizontal assemblies
constructed in accordance with Section 711 or both. See also IFC Chapter 21, Dry Cleaning Plant
provisions.
(Reason: To call attention to detailed requirements in the Fire Code.)
**Section 403.1, Exception 3; change to read as follows:
3. The open air portion of a building [remainder unchanged]
(Reason: To clarify enclosed portions are not exempt.)
**Section 403.3, Exception; delete item 2.
(Reason: To provide adequate fire protection to enclosed areas.)
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***Section 403.3.2; change to read as follows:
[F] 403.3.2 Water supply to required fire pumps. In buildings that are more than 420 120 feet (36.5 m)
in building height, required fire pumps shall be supplied by connections to no fewer than two water mains
located in different streets. Separate supply piping shall be provided between each connection to the
water main and the pumps. Each connection and the supply piping between the connection and the
pumps shall be sized to supply the flow and pressure required for the pumps to operate.
Exception: {No change to exception.}
(Reason: The 2009 edition of the IFC added this requirement based on a need for redundancy of the
water supply similar to the redundancy of the power supply to the fire pumps required for such tall
buildings, partially due to the fact that these buildings are rarely fully evacuated in a fire event. More
commonly, the alarm activates on the floor of the event, the floor above and the floor below. Back-up
power to the fire pump becomes critical for this reason. Certainly, the power is pointless if the water
supply is impaired for any reason, so a similar requirement is provided here for redundant water supplies.
The 2015 edition changes the requirement to only apply to very tall buildings over 420 ft. This
amendment modifies/lowers the requirement to 120 ft., based on this same height requirement for fire
service access elevators. Again, the language from the 2009 and 2012 editions of the code applied to
any high-rise building. This compromise at 120 ft. is based on the above technical justification of defendin-place scenarios in fire incidents in such tall structures.)
**Section 404.5; delete Exception.
(Reason: Consistent with amended atrium definition.)
**Section 406.3.5.1 Carport separation; add sentence to read as follows:
A fire separation is not required between a Group R-2 and U carport provided that the carport is
entirely open on all sides and that the distance between the two is at least 10 feet (3048 mm).
(Reason: Simplifies the fire separation distance and eliminates the need to obtain opening information on
existing buildings when adding carports in existing apartment complexes. Consistent with legacy codes in
effect in region for years and no record of problems with car fires spreading to apartments as a result.)
**Section 506.2.2; add sentence to read as follows:
506.3.2.1 Open Space Limits. Such open space shall be either on the same lot or dedicated for public
use and shall be accessed from a street or approved fire lane. In order to be considered as accessible, if
not in direct contact with a street or fire lane, a minimum 10-foot wide pathway meeting fire department
access from the street or approved fire lane shall be provided.
(Reason: To define what is considered accessible. Consistent with regional amendment to IFC 504.1.)
**Section 712.1.9, change item 4 to read as follows:
4. Is not open to a corridor in Group I and R H occupancies.
(Reason: To be consistent with amended definition of an atrium.)
**Section 901.6.1; add Section 901.6.1.1 to read as follows:
901.6.1.1 Standpipe Testing. Building owners/managers must maintain and test standpipe systems as
per NFPA 25 requirements. The following additional requirements shall be applied to the testing that is
required every 5 years:
1. The piping between the Fire Department Connection (FDC) and the standpipe shall be backflushed
when foreign material is present, and also hydrostatically tested for all FDC’s on any type of
standpipe system. Hydrostatic testing shall also be conducted in accordance with NFPA 25
requirements for the different types of standpipe systems.
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2. For any manual (dry or wet) standpipe system not having an automatic water supply capable of
flowing water through the standpipe, the tester shall connect hose from a fire hydrant or portable
pumping system (as approved by the fire code official) to each FDC, and flow water through the
standpipe system to the roof outlet to verify that each inlet connection functions properly. Confirm
that there are no open hose valves prior to introducing water into a dry standpipe. There is no
required pressure criteria at the outlet. Verify that check valves function properly and that there are
no closed control valves on the system.
3. Any pressure relief, reducing, or control valves shall be tested in accordance with the requirements
of NFPA 25. All hose valves shall be exercised.
4. If the FDC is not already provided with approved caps, the contractor shall install such caps for all
FDC’s as required by the fire code official.
5. Upon successful completion of standpipe test, place a blue tag (as per Texas Administrative Code,
Fire Sprinkler Rules for Inspection, Test and Maintenance Service (ITM) Tag) at the bottom of
each standpipe riser in the building. The tag shall be check-marked as “Fifth Year” for Type of ITM,
and the note on the back of the tag shall read “5 Year Standpipe Test” at a minimum.
6. The procedures required by Texas Administrative Code Fire Sprinkler Rules with regard to Yellow
Tags and Red Tags or any deficiencies noted during the testing, including the required
notification of the local Authority Having Jurisdiction (fire code official) shall be followed.
7. Additionally, records of the testing shall be maintained by the owner and contractor, if applicable,
as required by the State Rules mentioned above and NFPA 25.
8. Standpipe system tests where water will be flowed external to the building shall not be conducted
during freezing conditions or during the day prior to expected night time freezing conditions.
9. Contact the fire code official for requests to remove existing fire hose from Class II and III standpipe
systems where employees are not trained in the utilization of this firefighting equipment. All
standpipe hose valves must remain in place and be provided with an approved cap and chain when
approval is given to remove hose by the fire code official.
(Reason: Increases the reliability of the fire protection system and re-emphasizes the requirements of
NFPA 25 relative to standpipe systems, as well as ensuring that FDC connections are similarly
tested/maintained to ensure operation in an emergency incident.)
**Section 903.1.1; change to read as follows:
[F] 903.1.1 Alternative protection. Alternative automatic fire-extinguishing systems complying with
Section 904 shall be permitted instead of in addition to automatic sprinkler protection where recognized
by the applicable standard and, or as approved by the fire code official.
(Reason: Such alternative systems do not provide the reliability of automatic sprinkler protection in
general. An applicant could pursue an Alternate Method request to help mitigate the reliability issues with
these alternative systems with the fire code official if so desired, or there may be circumstances in which
the fire code official is acceptable to allowing an alternate system in lieu of sprinklers, such as kitchen
hoods or paint booths. This also meets with local practices in the region.)
**Section 903.2; add the following:
[F] 903.2 Where required. Approved automatic sprinkler systems in new buildings and structures shall
be provided in the locations described in Sections 903.2.1 through 903.2.12. Automatic Sprinklers shall
not be installed in elevator machine rooms, elevator machine spaces, and elevator hoistways, other than
pits where such sprinklers would not necessitate shunt trip requirements under any circumstances.
Storage shall not be allowed within the elevator machine room. Signage shall be provided at the entry
doors to the elevator machine room indicating “ELEVATOR MACHINERY – NO STORAGE ALLOWED.”
(Reason: Firefighter and public safety. This amendment eliminates the shunt trip requirement of the
International Building Code Section 3006.5 for the purpose of elevator passenger and firefighter safety.
This amendment is contingent on the Building Code amendment eliminating the Exceptions to Section
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3006.4, such that passive fire barriers for these areas are maintained. This also meets with local practices
in the region.)
[F] **Section 903.2; delete the exception.
(Reason: The exception deletion is due to the fact that such telecom areas pose an undue fire risk to the
structural integrity of the building. This also meets with local practices in the region.)
**Section 903.2.9; add Section 903.2.9.3 to read as follows:
[F] 903.2.9.3 Self-service storage facility. An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed throughout
all self-service storage facilities.
(Reason: Fire departments are unable to inspect these commercial occupancies and are unaware of the
contents being stored. Previous allowance to separate units by fire barriers is difficult to enforce
maintenance after opening.)
Option A
Section 903.2.11; change 903.2.11.3 and add 903.2.11.7 and 903.2.11.8, as follows:
903.2.11.3 Buildings 55 feet or more in height. An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed
throughout buildings that have one or more stories with an occupant load of 30 or more, other than
penthouses in compliance with Section 1510 of the International Building Code, located 55 feet (16
764 mm) or more above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access, measured to the finished
floor.
Exceptions:
1. Open parking structures in compliance with Section 406.5 of the International Building
Code, having no other occupancies above the subject garage.
2. Occupancies in Group F-2.
903.2.11.7 High-Piled Combustible Storage. For any building with a clear height exceeding 12 feet
(4572 mm), see Chapter 32 to determine if those provisions apply.
903.2.11.8 Spray Booths and Rooms. New and existing spray booths and spraying rooms shall be
protected by an approved automatic fire-extinguishing system.

Option B
Section 903.2.11; change 903.2.11.3 and add 903.2.11.7, 903.2.11.8, and 903.2.11.9 as follows:
903.2.11.3 Buildings 55 35 feet or more in height. An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed
throughout buildings that have one or more stories with an occupant load of 30 or more, other than
penthouses in compliance with Section 1510 of the International Building Code, located 55 35 feet
(16 764 10 668 mm) or more above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access, measured to
the finished floor.
Exceptions:
1. Open parking structures in compliance with Section 406.5 of the International Building
Code, having no other occupancies above the subject garage.
2. Occupancies in Group F-2.
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903.2.11.7 High-Piled Combustible Storage. For any building with a clear height exceeding 12 feet
(4572 mm), see Chapter 32 of the IFC to determine if those provisions apply.
903.2.11.8 Spray Booths and Rooms. New and existing spray booths and spraying rooms shall be
protected by an approved automatic fire-extinguishing system.
903.2.11.9 Buildings Over 6,000 sq.ft. An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed throughout
all buildings with a building area 6,000 sq.ft. or greater and in all existing buildings that are enlarged
to be 6,000 sq. ft. or greater. For the purpose of this provision, fire walls shall not define separate
buildings.
Exception: Open parking garages in compliance with Section 406.5 of the International Building
Code.
(Reason: Provides jurisdictions options as to their desired level of sprinkler protection based on multiple
factors including firefighting philosophies/capabilities.)
**Section 903.3.1.1.1; change to read as follows:
[F] 903.3.1.1.1 Exempt locations. When approved by the fire code official, automatic sprinklers shall not
be required in the following rooms or areas where such ...{text unchanged}… because it is damp, of fireresistance-rated construction or contains electrical equipment.
1. Any room where the application of water, or flame and water, constitutes a serious life or fire
hazard.
2. Any room or space where sprinklers are considered undesirable because of the nature of the
contents, when approved by the code official.
3. Generator and transformer rooms, under the direct control of a public utility, separated from the
remainder of the building by walls and floor/ceiling or roof/ceiling assemblies having a fireresistance rating of not less than 2 hours.
4. Rooms or areas that are of noncombustible construction with wholly noncombustible contents.
5. Fire service access Elevator machine rooms, and machinery spaces, and hoistways, other than
pits where such sprinklers would not necessitate shunt trip requirements under any
circumstances.
6. {Delete.}
(Reason: Gives more direction to code official. Exception 4 deleted to provide protection where fire risks
are poorly addressed. Amendment 903.2 addresses Exception 5. above relative to the elimination of
sprinkler protection in these areas to avoid the shunt trip requirement.)
**Section 903.3.1.2.3; add section to read as follows:
[F] Section 903.3.1.2.3 Attics and Attached Garages. Sprinkler protection is required in attic spaces of
such buildings two or more stories in height, in accordance with NFPA 13 and or NFPA 13R
requirements, and attached garages.
(Reason: Attic protection is required due to issues with fire exposure via soffit vents, as well as firefighter
safety. Several jurisdictions indicated experience with un-protected attic fires resulting in displacement of
all building occupants. NFPA 13 provides for applicable attic sprinkler protection requirements, as well as
exemptions to such, based on noncombustible construction, etc. Attached garages already require
sprinklers via NFPA 13R – this amendment just re-emphasizes the requirement.)
**Section 903.3.1.3; change to read as follows:
[F] 903.3.1.3 NFPA 13D sprinkler systems. Automatic sprinkler systems installed in one- and two-family
dwellings; Group R-3; Group R-4 Condition 1 and townhouses shall be permitted to be installed
throughout in accordance with NFPA 13D or in accordance with state law.
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(Reason: To allow the use of the Plumbing section of the IRC and recognize current state stipulations in
this regard.)
***Section 903.3.1.4; add to read as follows:
[F] 903.3.1.4 Freeze protection. Freeze protection systems for automatic fire sprinkler systems shall be
in accordance with the requirements of the applicable referenced NFPA standard and this section.
903.3.1.4.1 Attics. Only dry-pipe, preaction, or listed antifreeze automatic fire sprinkler systems
shall be allowed to protect attic spaces.
Exception: Wet-pipe fire sprinkler systems shall be allowed to protect non-ventilated attic
spaces where:
1. The attic sprinklers are supplied by a separate floor control valve assembly to
allow ease of draining the attic system without impairing sprinklers throughout the
rest of the building, and
2. Adequate heat shall be provided for freeze protection as per the applicable
referenced NFPA standard, and
3. The attic space is a part of the building’s thermal, or heat, envelope, such that
insulation is provided at the roof deck, rather than at the ceiling level.
903.3.1.4.2 Heat trace/insulation. Heat trace/insulation shall only be allowed where approved by
the fire code official for small sections of large diameter water-filled pipe.
(Reason: In the last few years, severe winters brought to light several issues with current practices for
sprinklering attics, not the least of which was wet-pipe sprinklers in ventilated attics provided with space
heaters, etc. for freeze protection of such piping. This practice is not acceptable for the protection of
water-filled piping in a ventilated attic space as it does not provide a reliable means of maintaining the
minimum 40 degrees required by NFPA, wastes energy, and presents a potential ignition source to the
attic space. Listed antifreeze is specifically included because NFPA currently allows such even though
there is no currently listed antifreeze at the time of development of these amendments. The intent of this
amendment is to help reduce the large number of freeze breaks that have occurred in the past with waterfilled wet-pipe sprinkler systems in the future, most specifically in attic spaces.)
**Section 903.3.5; add a second paragraph to read as follows:
[F] Water supply as required for such systems shall be provided in conformance with the supply
requirements of the respective standards; however, every water-based fire protection system shall be
designed with a 10 psi safety factor. Reference Section 507.4 for additional design requirements.
(Reason: To define uniform safety factor.)
**Section 903.4; add a second paragraph after the exceptions to read as follows:
[F] Sprinkler and standpipe system water-flow detectors shall be provided for each floor tap to the
sprinkler system and shall cause an alarm upon detection of water flow for more than 45 seconds. All
control valves in the sprinkler and standpipe systems except for fire department hose connection valves
shall be electrically supervised to initiate a supervisory signal at the central station upon tampering.
(Reason: To avoid significant water losses. Consistent with amendment to IFC 905.9.)
**Section 903.4.2; add second paragraph to read as follows:
[F] The alarm device required on the exterior of the building shall be a weatherproof horn/strobe
notification appliance with a minimum 75 candela strobe rating, installed as close as practicable to the fire
department connection.
(Reason: Fire department connections are not always located at the riser; this allows the fire department
faster access.)
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**Section 905.2; change to read as follows:
[F] 905.2 Installation standard. Standpipe systems shall be installed in accordance with this section and
NFPA 14. Manual dry standpipe systems shall be supervised with a minimum of 10 psig and a maximum
of 40 psig air pressure with a high/low alarm.
(Reason: To define manual dry standpipe supervision requirements. Helps ensure the integrity of the
standpipe system via supervision, such that open hose valves will result in a supervisory low air alarm.)
**Section 905.3; add Section 905.3.9 and exception to read as follows:
[F] 905.3.9 Buildings exceeding 10,000 sq. ft. In buildings exceeding 10,000 square feet in area per
story and where any portion of the building’s interior area is more than 200 feet (60960 mm) of travel,
vertically and horizontally, from the nearest point of fire department vehicle access, Class I automatic wet
or manual wet standpipes shall be provided.
Exceptions:
1. Automatic dry and semi-automatic dry standpipes are allowed as provided for in NFPA 14.
2. R-2 occupancies of four stories or less in height having no interior corridors.
(Reason: Allows for the rapid deployment of hose lines to the body of the fire.)
***Section 905.4, change Item 1., 3., and 5. and add Item 7. to read as follows:
[F] 1. In every required interior exit stairway, a hose connection shall be provided for each story
above and below grade plane. Hose connections shall be located at an intermediate landing
between stories, unless otherwise approved by the fire code official.
2. {No change.}
3. In every exit passageway, at the entrance from the exit passageway to other areas of a building.
Exception: Where floor areas adjacent to an exit passageway are reachable from an interior exit
stairway hose connection by a ……{No change to rest.}
4. {No change.}
5. Where the roof has a slope less than four units vertical in 12 units horizontal (33.3-percent slope),
each standpipe shall be provided with a two-way a hose connection shall be located to serve the
roof or at the highest landing of an interior exit stairway with stair access to the roof provided in
accordance with Section 1011.12.
6. {No change.}
7. When required by this Chapter, standpipe connections shall be placed adjacent to all required exits
to the structure and at two hundred feet (200’) intervals along major corridors thereafter, or as
otherwise approved by the fire code official.
(Reason: Item 1., 3., and 5. amendments to remove ‘interior’ will help to clarify that such connections are
required for all ‘exit’ stairways, to ensure firefighter capabilities are not diminished in these tall buildings,
simply because the stair is on the exterior of the building. Item 5. reduces the amount of pressure
required to facilitate testing, and provides backup protection for fire fighter safety. Item 7. allows for the
rapid deployment of hose lines to the body of the fire.)
**Section 905.9; add a second paragraph after the exceptions to read as follows:
[F] Sprinkler and standpipe system water-flow detectors shall be provided for each floor tap to the
sprinkler system and shall cause an alarm upon detection of water flow for more than 45 seconds. All
control valves in the sprinkler and standpipe systems except for fire department hose connection valves
shall be electrically supervised to initiate a supervisory signal at the central station upon tampering.
(Reason: To avoid significant water losses. Consistent with amendment to IFC 903.4.)
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**Section 907.1; add Section 907.1.4 and 907.1.4.1 to read as follows:
[F] 907.1.4 Design standards. Where a new fire alarm system is installed, the devices shall be
addressable. Fire alarm systems utilizing more than 20 smoke detectors shall have analog initiating
devices.
(Reason: Provides for the ability of descriptive identification of alarms, and reduces need for panel
replacement in the future. Updated wording to match the language of the new requirement at 907.5.2.3.
Change of terminology allows for reference back to definitions of NFPA 72)
**Section 907.2.1; change to read as follows:
[F] 907.2.1 Group A. A manual fire alarm system that activates the occupant notification system in
accordance with Section 907.5 shall be installed in Group A occupancies where the having an occupant
load due to the assembly occupancy is of 300 or more persons or more than 100 persons above or below
the lowest level of exit discharge. Group A occupancies not separated from one another in accordance
with Section 707.3. 10 of the International Building Code shall be considered as a single occupancy for
the purposes of applying this section. Portions of Group E occupancies occupied for assembly purposes
shall be provided with a fire alarm system as required for the Group E occupancy.
Exception: {No change.}
Activation of fire alarm notification appliances shall:
1. Cause illumination of the means of egress with light of not less than 1 foot-candle (11 lux) at the
walking surface level, and
2. Stop any conflicting or confusing sounds and visual distractions.
(Reason: Increases the requirement to be consistent with Group B requirement. Also addresses issue
found in Group A occupancies of reduced lighting levels and other A/V equipment that distracts from fire
alarm notification devices or reduces ability of fire alarm system to notify occupants of the emergency
condition.)
**Section 907.2.3; change to read as follows:
[F] 907.2.3 Group E. A manual fire alarm system that initiates the occupant notification signal utilizing an
emergency voice/alarm communication system meeting the requirements of Section 907.5.2.2 and
installed in accordance with Section 907.6 shall be installed in Group E educational occupancies. When
automatic sprinkler systems or smoke detectors are installed, such systems or detectors shall be
connected to the building fire alarm system. An approved smoke detection system shall be installed in
Group E day care occupancies. Unless separated by a minimum of 100' open space, all buildings,
whether portable buildings or the main building, will be considered one building for alarm occupant load
consideration and interconnection of alarm systems.
Exceptions:
1. {No change.}
1.1. Residential In-Home day care with not more than 12 children may use interconnected
single station detectors in all habitable rooms. (For care of more than five children 2 1/2
or less years of age, see Section 907.2.6.)
{No change to remainder of exceptions.}
(Reason: To distinguish educational from day care occupancy minimum protection requirements. Further,
to define threshold at which portable buildings are considered a separate building for the purposes of
alarm systems. Exceptions provide consistency with State law concerning such occupancies.)
**Section 907.2.13, Exception 3; change to read as follows:
[F] 3. Open air portions of buildings with an occupancy in Group A-5 in accordance with Section 303.1
of the International Building Code; however, this exception does not apply to accessory uses
including but not limited to sky boxes, restaurants and similarly enclosed areas.
(Reason: To indicate that enclosed areas within open air seating type occupancies are not exempted
from automatic fire alarm system requirements.)
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**Section 907.4.2; add Section 907.4.2.7 to read as follows:
[F] 907.4.2.7 Type. Manual alarm initiating devices shall be an approved double action type.
(Reason: Helps to reduce false alarms.)
**Section 907.6.1; add Section 907.6.1.1 to read as follows:
[F] 907.6.1.1 Wiring Installation. All fire alarm systems shall be installed in such a manner that a failure
of any single initiating device or single open in an initiating circuit conductor will not interfere with the
normal operation of other such devices. All signaling line circuits (SLC) shall be installed in such a way
that a single open will not interfere with the operation of any addressable devices (Class A). Outgoing and
return SLC conductors shall be installed in accordance with NFPA 72 requirements for Class A circuits
and shall have a minimum of four feet separation horizontal and one foot vertical between supply and
return circuit conductors. The initiating device circuit (IDC) from a signaling line circuit interface device
may be wired Class B, provided the distance from the interface device to the initiating device is ten feet or
less.
(Reason: To provide uniformity in system specifications and guidance to design engineers. Improves
reliability of fire alarm devices and systems.)
***Section 907.6.3; delete all four Exceptions.
(Reason: To assist responding personnel in locating the emergency event for all fire alarm systems.)
***Section 907.6.6; – add sentence at end of paragraph to read as follows:
[F] See 907.6.3 for the required information transmitted to the supervising station.
(Reason: To assist responding personnel in locating the emergency event for all fire alarm systems. This
was moved from 907.6.5.3 in the 2012 IFC and reworded to match new code language and sections.)
***Section 909.22; add to read as follows:
[F] 909.22 Stairway or ramp pressurization alternative. Where the building is equipped throughout
with an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 and the stair pressurization
alternative is chosen for compliance with Building Code requirements for a smokeproof enclosure, interior
exit stairways or ramps shall be pressurized to a minimum of 0.10 inches of water (25 Pa) and a
maximum of 0.35 inches of water (87 Pa) in the shaft relative to the building measured with all interior exit
stairway and ramp doors closed under maximum anticipated conditions of stack effect and wind effect.
Such systems shall comply with Section 909, including the installation of a separate fire-fighter’s smoke
control panel as per Section 909.16, and a Smoke Control Permit shall be required from the Fire
Department as per Section 105.7.
[F] 909.22.1 Ventilating equipment. The activation of ventilating equipment for the stair or ramp
pressurization system shall be by smoke detectors installed at each floor level at an approved location at
the entrance to the smokeproof enclosure. When the closing device for the stairway or ramp shaft and
vestibule doors is activated by smoke detection or power failure, mechanical equipment shall activate and
operate at the required performance levels. Smoke detectors shall be installed in accordance with
Section 907.3.
[F] 909.22.1.1 Ventilation systems. Smokeproof enclosure ventilation systems shall be independent of
other building ventilation systems. The equipment, control wiring, power wiring and ductwork shall comply
with one of the following:
1. Equipment, control wiring, power wiring and ductwork shall be located exterior to the building
and directly connected to the smokeproof enclosure or connected to the smokeproof
enclosure by ductwork enclosed by not less than 2-hour fire barriers constructed in
accordance with Section 707 of the Building Code or horizontal assemblies constructed in
accordance with Section 711 of the Building Code, or both.
2. Equipment, control wiring, power wiring and ductwork shall be located within the smokeproof
enclosure with intake or exhaust directly from and to the outside or through ductwork enclosed
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by not less than 2-hour barriers constructed in accordance with Section 707 of the Building
Code or horizontal assemblies constructed in accordance with Section 711 of the Building
Code, or both.
3. Equipment, control wiring, power wiring and ductwork shall be located within the building if
separated from the remainder of the building, including other mechanical equipment, by not
less than 2-hour fire barriers constructed in accordance with Section 707 of the Building Code
or horizontal assemblies constructed in accordance with Section 711 of the Building Code, or
both.
Exceptions:
1. Control wiring and power wiring utilizing a 2-hour rated cable or cable system.
2. Where encased with not less than 2 inches (51 mm) of concrete.
3. Control wiring and power wiring protected by a listed electrical circuit protective systems with a
fire-resistance rating of not less than 2 hours.
[F] 909.22.1.2 Standby power. Mechanical vestibule and stairway and ramp shaft ventilation systems
and automatic fire detection systems shall be provided with standby power in accordance with Section
2702 of the Building Code.
[F] 909.22.1.3 Acceptance and testing. Before the mechanical equipment is approved, the system shall
be tested in the presence of the fire code official to confirm that the system is operating in compliance
with these requirements.
(Reason: To assist with enforcement of such as a smoke control system, as per Section 909.6.3,
especially since a permit is now specifically required for such systems in the Fire Code. Also ensures that
a firefighter’s override panel is provided as per 909.16 for such systems. The above amendment copies
the applicable requirements for such systems from Section 909.20 of the Building Code into the Fire
Code. Although the published code did copy the elevator pressurization requirements into the Fire Code,
it did not copy over the stair pressurization requirements.)
***Section 910.2; change Exception 2. and 3.to read as follows:
[F] 2. Only manual smoke and heat removal shall not be required in areas of buildings equipped with
early suppression fast-response (ESFR) sprinklers. Automatic smoke and heat removal is
prohibited.
3. Only manual smoke and heat removal shall not be required in areas of buildings equipped with
control mode special application sprinklers with a response time index of 50(m*S)1/2 or less that
are listed to control a fire in stored commodities with 12 or fewer sprinklers. Automatic smoke
and heat removal is prohibited.
(Reason: Allows the fire department to control the smoke and heat during and after a fire event, while still
prohibiting such systems from being automatically activated, which is a potential detriment to the
particular sprinkler systems indicated.)
***Section 910.2; add subsections 910.2.3 with exceptions to read as follows:
[F] 910.2.3 Group H. Buildings and portions thereof used as a Group H occupancy as follows:
1. In occupancies classified as Group H-2 or H-3, any of which are more than 15,000 square feet
(1394 m2) in single floor area.
Exception: Buildings of noncombustible construction containing only noncombustible materials.
2. In areas of buildings in Group H used for storing Class 2, 3, and 4 liquid and solid oxidizers, Class
1 and unclassified detonable organic peroxides, Class 3 and 4 unstable (reactive) materials, or
Class 2 or 3 water-reactive materials as required for a high-hazard commodity classification.
Exception: Buildings of noncombustible construction containing only noncombustible materials.
(Reason: Maintains a fire protection device utilized in such occupancies where it is sometimes necessary
to allow chemicals to burn out, rather than extinguish.)
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**Section 910.3; add section 910.3.4 to read as follows:
[F] 910.3.4 Vent operation. Smoke and heat vents shall be capable of being operated by approved
automatic and manual means. Automatic operation of smoke and heat vents shall conform to the
provisions of Sections 910.3.2.1 through 910.3.2.3.
[F] 910.3.4.1 Sprinklered buildings. Where installed in buildings equipped with an approved
automatic sprinkler system, smoke and heat vents shall be designed to operate automatically.
The automatic operating mechanism of the smoke and heat vents shall operate at a temperature
rating at least 100 degrees F (approximately 38 degrees Celsius) greater than the temperature
rating of the sprinklers installed.
Exception: Manual only system per 910.2
[F] 910.3.4.2 Nonsprinklered buildings. Where installed in buildings not equipped with an
approved automatic sprinkler system, smoke and heat vents shall operate automatically by
actuation of a heat-responsive device rated at between 100°F (56°C) and 220°F (122°C) above
ambient.
Exception: Listed gravity-operated drop out vents.
(Reason: Amendment continues to keep applicable wording from prior to the 2012 edition of the IFC.
Specifically, automatic activation criteria is no longer specifically required in the published code.
Specifying a temperature range at which smoke and heat vents should activate in sprinklered buildings
helps to ensure that the sprinkler system has an opportunity to activate and control the fire prior to vent
operation.)
**Section 910.4.3.1; change to read as follows:
[F] 910.4.3.1 Makeup air. Makeup air openings shall be provided within 6 feet (1829 mm) of the floor
level. Operation of makeup air openings shall be manual or automatic. The minimum gross area of
makeup air inlets shall be 8 square feet per 1,000 cubic feet per minute (0.74 m2 per 0.4719 m3/s) of
smoke exhaust.
(Reason: Makeup air has been required to be automatic for several years now in this region when
mechanical smoke exhaust systems are proposed. This allows such systems to be activated from the
smoke control panel by first responders without having to physically go around the exterior of the building
opening doors manually. Such requires a significant number of first responders on scene to conduct this
operation and significantly delays activation and/or capability of the smoke exhaust system.)
**Section 910.4.4; change to read as follows:
[F] 910.4.4 Activation. The mechanical smoke removal system shall be activated by manual controls
only automatically by the automatic sprinkler system or by an approved fire detection system. Individual
manual controls shall also be provided.
Exception: Manual only systems per Section 910.2.
(Reason: The provision of a manual only mechanical smoke removal system does not provide
equivalency with automatic smoke and heat vents. This amendment clarifies that the primary intent is for
automatic systems, unless exceptions are provided as in 910.2 – consistent with the charging statements
of the section.)
**Section 912.2; add Section 912.2.3 to read as follows:
[F] 912.2.3 Hydrant distance. An approved fire hydrant shall be located within 100 feet of the fire
department connection as the fire hose lays along an unobstructed path.
(Reason: To accommodate limited hose lengths, improve response times where the FDC is needed to
achieve fire control, and improve ease of locating a fire hydrant in those situations also. Also, consistent
with NFPA 14 criteria.)
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**Section 913.2.1; add second paragraph and exception to read as follows:
[F] When located on the ground level at an exterior wall, the fire pump room shall be provided with an
exterior fire department access door that is not less than 3 ft. in width and 6 ft. – 8 in. in height, regardless
of any interior doors that are provided. A key box shall be provided at this door, as required by Section
506.1.
Exception: When it is necessary to locate the fire pump room on other levels or not at an exterior
wall, the corridor leading to the fire pump room access from the exterior of the building shall be
provided with equivalent fire resistance as that required for the pump room, or as approved by the fire
code official. Access keys shall be provided in the key box as required by Section 506.1.
(Reason: This requirement allows fire fighters safer access to the fire pump room. The requirement
allows access without being required to enter the building and locate the fire pump room interior access
door during a fire event. The exception recognizes that this will not always be a feasible design scenario
for some buildings, and as such, provides an acceptable alternative to protect the pathway to the fire
pump room.)
**Section 1006.2.2.6 Add a new Section 1006.2.2.6 as follows:
1006.2.2.6 Electrical Rooms. For electrical rooms, special exiting requirements may apply. Reference
the electrical code as adopted.
(Reason: Cross reference necessary for coordination with the NEC which has exiting requirements as
well.)
**Section 1009.1; add the following Exception 4:
Exceptions:
{previous exceptions unchanged}
4. Buildings regulated under State Law and built in accordance with State registered plans, including
any variances or waivers granted by the State, shall be deemed to be in compliance with the
requirements of Section 1009.
(Reason: To accommodate buildings regulated under Texas State Law and to be consistent with
amendments to Chapter 11.)
**Section 1010.1.9.4 Bolt Locks; amend exceptions 3 and 4 as follows:
Exceptions:
3. Where a pair of doors serves an occupant load of less than 50 persons in a Group B, F, M or S
occupancy. {Remainder unchanged}
4. Where a pair of doors serves a Group A, B, F, M or S occupancy {Remainder unchanged}
(Reason: Application to M occupancies reflects regional practice; No. 4 expanded to Group
A due to it being a similar scenario to other uses; No. 4 was regional practice.)

***Section 1015.8 Window Openings. No amendment necessary:
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Option B

***Section 1015.8 Window Openings. REVISE text as follows:

1. Operable windows where the top of the sill of the opening is located more than 75 feet (22 860
mm) 55 feet (16 764 mm) above the finished grade or other surface below and that are provided with
window fall prevention devices that comply with ASTM F 2006.

(Reason: In Option B jurisdictions, change "75 feet" to "55 feet".)
**Section 1020.1 Construction; add exception 6 to read as follows:
6. In group B occupancies, corridor walls and ceilings need not be of fire-resistive construction within a
single tenant space when the space is equipped with approved automatic smoke-detection within the
corridor. The actuation of any detector shall activate self-annunciating alarms audible in all areas within
the corridor. Smoke detectors shall be connected to an approved automatic fire alarm system where such
system is provided.
(Reason: Revise the 2012 published NCTCOG amendment to this section to now read closer to that of
the City of Dallas 2012 amendment.)
**Section 1029.1.1.1 Delete this section. Spaces under grandstands and bleachers;
(Reason: Unenforceable.)
***Section 1101.1 Scope. add exception to Section 1101.1 as follows:
Exception: Components of projects regulated by and registered with Architectural Barriers Division of
Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation shall be deemed to be incompliance with the
requirements of this chapter.
(Reason: To accommodate buildings regulated under state law. Further clarified in 2015 to mean
components that are specifically addressed by TDLR shall be exempt.)
***Section 1203.1; amend to read as follows:
***1203.1 General. Buildings shall be provided with natural ventilation in accordance with Section
1203.4, or mechanical ventilation in accordance with the International Mechanical Code.
Where air infiltration rate in a dwelling unit is less than 5 air changes or less per hour when tested
with a blower door at a pressure 0.2 inch w.c. (50 Pa) in accordance with Section 402.4.1.2 of the
International Energy Conservation Code, the dwelling unit shall be ventilated by mechanical means in
accordance with Section 403 of the International Mechanical Code.
(Reason: See IECC change to performance testing. Whole-house ventilation is recognized as
necessary).
**Table 1505.1; delete footnote c and replace footnote b with the following:
b. Non-classified roof coverings shall be permitted on buildings of U occupancies having not more than
120 sq. ft. of protected roof area. When exceeding 120 sq. ft. of protected roof area, buildings of U
occupancies may use non-rated non-combustible roof coverings.
c. [delete]
(Reason: Conforms to regional practice affording increased fire protection.)
**Section 1505.7; delete the section
(Reason: Conforms to regional practice.)
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**Section 1510.1; add a sentence to read as follows:
1510.1 General. Materials and methods of applications used for recovering or replacing an existing roof
covering shall comply with the requirements of Chapter 15. All individual replacement shingles or shakes
shall be in compliance with the rating required by Table 1505.1.
{text of exception unchanged}
(Reason: Relocated the text to more appropriate place. Previously was footnote “b” to Table 1505.1)
***Section 1704.2, Special inspections and tests is amended to read as follows:
1704.2 Special inspections and tests. Where application is made to the Building Official for construction
as specified in Section 105, the owner or the owner’s authorized agent, or the registered design
professional in responsible charge, other than the contractor, shall employ one or more approved
agencies to provide special inspections and tests during construction on the types of work listed under
Section 1705 and identify the approved agencies to the Building Official. The special inspector shall not
be employed by the contractor. These special inspections and tests are in addition to the inspections
identified by the Building Official that are identified in Section 110.
(Reason: The RDPRC should be included in the documentation.)
NOTE: Referenced document is available for download for addition of your city logo.
***Section 1704.2.1, Special inspector qualifications, is amended to read as follows:
1704.2.1 Special inspector qualifications. Prior to the start of construction and or upon request, the
approved agencies shall provide written documentation to the registered design professional in
responsible charge and the building official demonstrating the competence and relevant experience or
training of the special inspectors who will perform the special inspections and tests during construction.
[Remainder unchanged]
(Reason: The RDPRC should be included in the documentation.)
NOTE: Referenced document is available for download for addition of your city logo.
***Section 1704.2.4, Report requirement, is amended to read as follows:
1704.2.4 Report requirement. Approved agencies shall keep records of special inspections and tests.
The approved agency shall submit reports of special inspections and tests to the Building Official upon
request, and to the registered design professional in responsible charge. Individual inspection reports
[Reports] shall indicate that work inspected or tested was or was not completed in conformance to
approved construction documents. [Remainder unchanged]
(Reason: The RDPRC should be included in the documentation and building official can choose to
request reports as required.)
NOTE: Referenced document is available for download for addition of your city logo.
***Section 1704.2.5.2, Fabricator approval, is amended to read as follows:
1704.2.5.1 Fabricator approval. Special inspections during fabrications required by Section 1704 are not
required where the work is done on the premises of a fabricator registered and approved to perform such
work without special inspection. Approval shall be based upon review of the fabricator's written procedural
and quality control manuals and periodic auditing of fabrication practices by an approved agency, or a
fabricator that is enrolled in a nationally accepted inspections program. At completion of fabrication, the
acceptable or approved fabricator shall submit a certificate of compliance to the owner or the owner’s
authorized agent or the registered design professional in responsible charge, for submittal to the building
official as specified in Section 1704.5 stating that the work was performed in accordance with the
approved construction documents. The certificate of compliance shall also be made available to the
Building Official upon request.
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(Reason: The RDPRC should be included in the documentation and fabricators can be accepted or
approved.)
NOTE: Referenced document is available for download for addition of your city logo.
**Section 2901.1; add a sentence to read as follows:
[P] 2901.1 Scope. {existing text to remain} The provisions of this Chapter are meant to work in
coordination with the provisions of Chapter 4 of the International Plumbing Code. Should any conflicts
arise between the two chapters, the Building Official shall determine which provision applies.
(Reason: Gives building official discretion.)
**Section 2902.1; add a second paragraph to read as follows:
In other than E Occupancies, the minimum number of fixtures in Table 2902.1 may be lowered, if
requested in writing, by the applicant stating reasons for a reduced number and approved by the Building
Official.
(Reason: To allow flexibility for designer to consider specific occupancy needs.)
**Table 2902.1; add footnote f to read as follows:
f. Drinking fountains are not required in M Occupancies with an occupant load of 100 or less, B
Occupancies with an occupant load of 25 or less, and for dining and/or drinking establishments.
(Reason: Adjustment meets the needs of specific occupancy types.)
**Section 2902.1.3; add new Section 2902.1.3 to read as follows:
2902.1.3 Additional fixtures for food preparation facilities. In addition to the fixtures required in this
Chapter, all food service facilities shall be provided with additional fixtures set out in this section.
2902.1.3.1 Hand washing lavatory. At least one hand washing lavatory shall be provided for use by
employees that is accessible from food preparation, food dispensing and ware washing areas. Additional
hand washing lavatories may be required based on convenience of use by employees.
2902.1.3.2 Service sink. In new or remodeled food service establishments, at least one service sink or
one floor sink shall be provided so that it is conveniently located for the cleaning of mops or similar wet
floor cleaning tool and for the disposal of mop water and similar liquid waste. The location of the service
sink(s) and/or mop sink(s) shall be approved by the <Jurisdiction’s> health department.
(Reason: Coordinates Health law requirements with code language for consistent regional practice.)
***Section 3002.1 Hoistway Enclosure Protection. add exceptions to read as follows:
Exceptions:
1. Elevators wholely located within atriums complying with Section 404 shall not require hoistway
enclosure protection.
2. Elevators in open or enclosed parking garages that serve only the parking garage, and complying
with Sections 406.5 and 406.6, respectively, shall not require hoistway enclosure protection.
(Reason: Provides specific Code recognition that elevators within atriums and within parking garages do
not require hoistway enclosure protection.)
***Section 3005.4 Machine rooms, control rooms, machinery spaces and control spaces.
Delete text as follows: Elevator machine rooms, control rooms, control spaces and machinery spaces
outside of but attached to a hoistway that have openings into the hoistway shall be enclosed with fire
barriers constructed in accordance with Section 707 or horizontal assemblies constructed in accordance
with Section 711, or both.
Revise text to read:
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Elevator machine rooms, control rooms, control spaces and machinery spaces shall be enclosed with fire
barriers constructed in accordance with Section 707 or horizontal assemblies constructed in accordance
with Section 711, or both.
[Remainder unchanged]
(Reason: This amendment eliminates code language so as to be consistent with the regional goal to
require passive enclosures of these areas unless a hoistway enclosure is not required by other Code
provisions. See companion change to eliminate fire sprinklers thereby eliminating shunt trip.)
***Section 3005.7 add a Section 3005.7 as follows:
3005.7 Fire Protection in Machine rooms, control rooms, machinery spaces and control spaces.
3005.7.1 Automatic sprinkler system. The building shall be equipped throughout with an automatic
sprinkler system in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1, except as otherwise permitted by Section
903.3.1.1.1 and as prohibited by Section 3005.7.2.1.
3005.7.2.1 Prohibited locations. Automatic sprinklers shall not be installed in machine rooms, elevator
machinery spaces, control rooms, control spaces and elevator hoist-ways.
3005.7.2.2 Sprinkler system monitoring. The sprinkler system shall have a sprinkler control valve
supervisory switch and water-flow initiating device provided for each floor that is monitored by the
building’s fire alarm system.
3005.7.3 Water protection. An approved method to prevent water from infiltrating into the hoistway
enclosure from the operation of the automatic sprinkler system outside the elevator lobby shall be
provided.
3005.7.4 Shunt trip. Means for elevator shutdown in accordance with Section 3005.5 shall not be
installed.
(Reason: Firefighter and public safety. This amendment eliminates the shunt trip requirement of the
International Building Code Section 3005.5 for the purpose of elevator passenger and firefighter safety.
The new section above is intended to be identical to Sections 3007.2, 3007.3, and 3007.4 for Fire Service
Access Elevators and Sections 3008.2, 3008.3 and 3008.4 for Occupant Evacuation Elevators.)
***Section 3005.8 add Section 3005.8 as follows:
3005.8 Storage. Storage shall not be allowed within the elevator machine room, control room, machinery
spaces and or control spaces. Provide approved signage at each entry to the above listed locations
stating: "No Storage Allowed.
(Reason: Reinforces the need to maintain space clean and free of combustibles. See companion change
to eliminate fire sprinklers therein, to always require an enclosure - with IBC 3005.4 exceptions deleted resulting in the limited need for a shunt trip system.)

Option A
***Section 3006.2, Hoistway opening protection required. Revise text as follows:
5. The building is a high rise and the elevator hoistway is more than 75 feet (22 860 mm) in height.
The height of the hoistway shall be measured from the lowest floor at or above grade to the highest
floors served by the hoistway.
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Option B
***Section 3006.2, Hoistway opening protection required. Revise text as follows:
5. The building is a high rise and the elevator hoistway is more than 75 feet (22 860 mm) 55 feet (16
764 mm) in height. The height of the hoistway shall be measured from the lowest floor at or above
grade to the highest floors served by the hoistway.
(Reason: 2015 IBC text does not address hoistways that are > 75' in height that are both below grade and
above grade but not located above the high rise classification nor does the IBC address hoistways
wholely located above grade such as those that serve above sky lobbies.)
**Section 3109.1; change to read as follows:
3109.1 General. Swimming pools shall comply with the requirements of sections 3109.2 through 3109.5
and other applicable sections of this code and complying with applicable state laws.
(Reason: To recognize “state requirements”.)
End
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Recommended Amendments to the
2015 International Energy Conservation Code
North Central Texas Council of Governments Region
(Climate Zone 3 of the IECC)
The following sections, paragraphs, and sentences of the 2015 International Energy Conservation Code
(IECC) are hereby amended as follows: Standard type is text from the IECC. Underlined type is text
inserted. Lined through type is deleted text from IECC. A double (**) asterisk at the beginning of a section
identifies an amendment carried over from the 2012 edition of the code and a triple (***) asterisk identifies
a new or revised amendment with the 2015 code.
Note: Historically NCTCOG has limited Chapter 1 amendments in order to allow each city to insert their
local policies and procedures. We now have suggested certain items to be brought to the attention of
cities considering adoption of the code that may be of concern to several jurisdictions. It is still intended
to be discretionary to each city to determine which Chapter 1 amendments to include.
The 2015 IECC contains separate provisions for commercial buildings and for residential buildings 3
stories or less. The provisions of the commercial buildings are preceded by “C” for Commercial. The
provisions for residential buildings 3 stories or less are preceded by “R” for residential buildings. Each set
of provisions are separately applied to buildings within their respective scope. Each set of provisions also
contains a Scope and Administration chapter, a Definitions chapter, a General Requirements chapter and
a chapter containing energy efficiency requirements applicable to building within their respective scope.
Recommended amendments that match sections in each of the respective provisions (“C” and “R”) are
written to represent both sections rather than duplicating the recommended amendment in this document.
Sections N1101.2 through N1105 of the 2015 International Residential Code (IRC) are noted to be
extracted from the 2015 IECC. The Building and Residential Advisory Board (BRAB) recommends
amending Chapter 11 [RE] ENERGY EFFICIENCY of the 2015 IRC to refer to the residential provisions of
the 2015 IECC.
The Governor signed HB1736 into law on June 16, 2015. HB1736 adopts energy efficiency chapter of
the International Residential Code as it existing on May 1, 2015, as the energy code for single-family
construction (as defined in Section 388.002 of the Health and Safety Code) effective September 1, 2016.
The recommended amendments to the 2015 IECC have been analyzed by the Energy Systems
Laboratory of the Texas A&M University for stringency with the current Texas Building Energy
Performance Standards (TBEPS) which is the 2009 Edition of the IECC and the energy provisions of the
2009 IRC. Some amendments below are noted that effective September 1, 2016, the proposed
amendment would be deemed less stringent than the provisions of the 2015 IECC and therefore would no
longer be considered a recommended amendment.

**Section C102/R102; add Section C102.1.2 and R102.1.2 to read as follows:
C102.1.2 Alternative compliance. A building certified by a national, state, or local accredited energy
efficiency program and determined by the Energy Systems Laboratory to be in compliance with the
energy efficiency requirements of this section may, at the option of the Code Official, be considered in
compliance. The United States Environmental Protection Agency's Energy Star Program certification of
energy code equivalency shall be considered in compliance.
R102.1.2 Alternative compliance. A building certified by a national, state, or local accredited energy
efficiency program and determined by the Energy Systems Laboratory to be in compliance with the
energy efficiency requirements of this section may, at the option of the Code Official, be considered in
compliance. The United States Environmental Protection Agency's Energy Star Program certification of
energy code equivalency shall be considered in compliance. Regardless of the program or the path to
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compliance, each 1- and 2-family dwelling shall be tested for air and duct leakage as prescribed in
Section R402.4 and R403.3.3 respectively.
(Reason: This amendment is added to allow alternative compliance in accordance with Texas HB 1365,
78th Legislature. Codified in Chapter 388 Texas Building Energy Performance Standards: §388.003(i).
The last sentence to Section R102.1.2 was added to insure that every house is tested in accordance with
the mandatory provisions of the code.)

Section C202 and R202; add the following definition:
***PROJECTION FACTOR. The ratio of the horizontal depth of the overhang, eave or permanently
attached shading device, divided by the distance measured vertically from the bottom of the fenestration
glazing to the underside of the overhang, eave or permanently attached shading device.
(Reason: The amendment to Section 402.3.2 Glazed fenestration SHGC was proposed by the TAB
and ESL determined the proposal to be not less restrictive than the 2009, 2012 and 2015 IECC. This
added definition is necessary as part of that amendment. The amendment will provide additional options
for SHGC selection.)
Section R202; add the following definition:
***DYNAMIC GLAZING. Any fenestration product that has the fully reversible ability to change it
performance properties, including U-factor, solar heat gain coefficient (SHGC), or visible transmittance
(VT).
(Reason: This term is referenced in Section R402.3.2. This definition of DYMANIC GLAZING is also
found in the Commercial provisions of the code.)

** Table R402.1.2 INSULATION AND FENESTRATION REQUIREMENTS BY COMPONENT; Amend
by changing the WOOD FRAME WALL R-VALUE for CLIMATE ZONE 3 to read as follows:
20 or 13+5h 13
(Reason: Retain the values in the 2009 code.)
NOTE: Effective September 1, 2016 this proposed amendment is deemed less stringent than the
residential provisions of the 2015 IECC and therefore would not be considered a recommended
amendment.

** Table R402.1.4 EQUIVALENT U-FACTORS; Amend by changing the WOOD FRAME WALL UFACTOR for CLIMATE ZONE 3 to read as follows:
0.060 0.082
(Reason: Retain the values in the 2009 code.)
NOTE: Effective September 1, 2016 this proposed amendment is deemed less stringent than the
residential provisions of the 2015 IECC and therefore would not be considered a recommended
amendment.
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***Section R402.3.2 Glazed fenestration SHGC; amend by adding a paragraph and table following
the exception to read as follows:
Where vertical fenestration is shaded by an overhang, eave, or permanently attached shading
device, the SHGC required in Table R402.1.2 shall be reduced by using the multipliers in Table R402.3.2
SHGC Multipliers for Permanent Projections.
Table R402.3.2 SHGC Multipliers for Permanent Projections a
Projection
Factor
0 - 0.10
>0.10 – 0.20
>0.20 – 0.30
>0.30 – 0.40
>0.40 – 0.50
>0.50 – 0.60
>0.60 – 0.70
>0.70 – 0.80
>0.80 – 0.90
>0.90 – 1.00
a North

SHGC Multiplier
(all Other Orientation)
1.00
0.91
0.82
0.74
0.67
0.61
0.56
0.51
0.47
0.44

SHGC Multiplier
(North Oriented)
1.00
0.95
0.91
0.87
0.84
0.81
0.78
0.76
0.75
0.73

oriented means within 45 degrees of true north.

(Reason: The amendment to Section 402.3.2 Glazed fenestration SHGC was proposed by the TAB
and ESL determined the proposal to be not less restrictive than the 2009 and 2015 IECC. This added
definition is necessary as part of that amendment. The amendment will provide additional options for
SHGC selection.)

**Section R402.4.1.2 Testing; modify the first paragraph to read as follows:
R402.4.1.2 Testing. The building or dwelling unit shall be tested and verified as having an air leakage
rate of not exceeding 5 air changes per hour in Climate Zones 1 and 2, and 3 air changes per hour in
Climate Zones 3 through 8. {Remainder of text unchanged}
(Reason: The 2015 IECC requires mandatory door blower testing on each dwelling unit. The visual
inspection is no longer an option to performance testing. This change will give some additional time for
those builders not currently using a performance approach to adapt construction practices.)
NOTE: Effective September 1, 2016 this proposed amendment is deemed less stringent than the
residential provisions of the 2015 IECC and therefore would not be considered a recommended
amendment.

***R402.4.1.2 Testing; Add a last paragraph to read as follows:
Mandatory testing shall only be performed by individuals that are certified to perform air infiltration testing
certified by national or state organizations as approved by the building official. The certified individuals
must be an independent third-party entity, and may not be employed; or have any financial interest in the
company that constructs the structure.
(Reason: The 2012/15 International Residential Code (IRC) and International Energy Conservation Code
(IECC) includes enhanced emphasis on envelope infiltration and duct leakage. Significant changes in the
North Central Texas Council of Governments
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residential energy requirements include more frequent requirement of performance testing for leakage.
Residential Duct systems must be tested unless all ducts and equipment are located within the
conditioned space. Envelope testing is required to demonstrate compliance with maximum allowable
leakage rate. This language puts the regulatory authority on notice that the testing requires specialized
credentials and establishes a conflict of interest baseline).

*** R403.3.3 Duct Testing (Mandatory)Add a last paragraph to read as follows:
Mandatory testing shall only be performed by individuals that are certified to perform duct testing leakage
testing certified by national or state organizations as approved by the building official. The certified
individuals must be an independent third-party entity, and may not be employed; or have any financial
interest in the company that constructs the structure.
(Reason: The 2015 International Residential Code (IRC) and International Energy Conservation Code
(IECC) includes enhanced emphasis on envelope infiltration and duct leakage. Significant changes in the
residential energy requirements include more frequent requirement of performance testing for leakage.
Residential Duct systems must be tested unless all ducts and equipment are located within the
conditioned space. Envelope testing is required to demonstrate compliance with maximum allowable
leakage rate. This language puts the regulatory authority on notice that the testing requires specialized
credentials and establishes a conflict of interest baseline).

**Section C402.2.7/R402.2; Add Section C402.2.9 and R402.2.14 to read as follows:
Section C402.2.7/R402.2.14 Insulation installed in walls. To insure that insulation remains in place,
insulation installed in walls shall be totally enclosed on all sides consisting of framing lumber, gypsum,
sheathing, wood structural panel sheathing, netting or other equivalent material approved by the building
official.
(Reason: This will increase the performance of the insulation by ensuring that the insulation stays in
place.)

***Section R405.6.2; add the following sentence to the end of paragraph:

Acceptable performance software simulation tools may include, but are not limited to, REM
RateTM, Energy Gauge and IC3. Other performance software programs accredited by RESNET
BESTEST and having the ability to provide a report as outlined in R405.4.2 may also be
deemed acceptable performance simulation programs and may be considered by the building
official.
(Reason: These performance software tools are accredited by RESNET at the time of recommendation.)

North Central Texas Council of Governments

4

As of August 2015 IECC Amendments

***TABLE R406.4 MAXIMUM ENERGY RATING INDEX; amend to read as follows:

1

TABLE R406.41
MAXIMUM ENERGY RATING INDEX
CLIMATE ZONE
ENERGY RATING INDEX
3
65
This table is effective until August 31, 2019.
TABLE R406.42
MAXIMUM ENERGY RATING INDEX

2

CLIMATE ZONE
ENERGY RATING INDEX
3
63
The table is effective from September 1, 2019 to August 31, 2022.
TABLE R406.43
MAXIMUM ENERGY RATING INDEX

3

CLIMATE ZONE
3
This table is effective on or after September 1, 2022.

ENERGY RATING INDEX
59

(Reason: The tables reflect the values and time table set forth in HB1736.)

END

North Central Texas Council of Governments
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APPENDIX
In addition to the recommended amendments, the EAGB endorses the attached universal testing form
and encourages municipalities to consider incorporating the use of the form locally to minimize the
number of forms that the third party testers and energy providers are required to maintain.

North Central Texas Council of Governments
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Recommended Amendments to the
2015 International Fire Code
North Central Texas Council of Governments Region
The following sections, paragraphs, and sentences of the 2015 International Fire Code (IFC) are hereby
amended as follows: Standard type is text from the IFC. Underlined type is text inserted. Lined through
type is deleted text from IFC. A double asterisk (**) at the beginning of a section identifies an amendment
carried over from the 2012 edition of the code and a triple asterisk (***) identifies a new or revised
amendment with the 2015 code.
Note: Historically, the North Central Texas Council of Governments (NCTCOG) has limited Chapter 1
amendments in order to allow each city to insert their local policies and procedures. We now have
suggested certain items to be brought to the attention of cities considering adoption of the code that may
be of concern to several jurisdictions. It is still intended to be discretionary to each city to determine
which Chapter 1 amendments to include. Note that Appendices must be specifically adopted by
Ordinance. See Sample Ordinance on Page xii of 2015 IFC. Also, note that several sections of the code,
as indicated in the Sample Ordinance, require jurisdictional specificity as to dollar amounts, geographic
limits, etc.

Explanation of Options A and B:
Please note that as there is a wide range in fire fighting philosophies/capabilities of cities across the
region, OPTIONS “A” and “B” are provided in the Fire and Building Code amendments. Jurisdictions
should choose one of these based on their fire-fighting philosophies/capabilities when adopting code
amendments.

**Section 102.1; change #3 to read as follows:
3. Existing structures, facilities, and conditions when required in Chapter 11 or in specific sections of
this code.
(Reason: To clarify that there are other provisions in the fire code applicable to existing buildings that are
not located in Chapter 11, such as Section 505 Premises Identification.)
**Section 105.3.3; change to read as follows:
105.3.3 Occupancy Prohibited before Approval. The building or structure shall not be occupied prior to
the fire code official issuing a permit when required and conducting associated inspections indicating the
applicable provisions of this code have been met.
(Reason: For clarity to allow for better understanding in areas not requiring such permits, such as
unincorporated areas of counties. This amendment may be struck by a city.)
**Section 105.7; add Section 105.7.19 to read as follows:
105.7.19 Electronic access control systems. Construction permits are required for the installation or
modification of an electronic access control system, as specified in Chapter 10. A separate construction
permit is required for the installation or modification of a fire alarm system that may be connected to the
access control system. Maintenance performed in accordance with this code is not considered a
modification and does not require a permit.
(Reason: Adds construction permit requirements for electronic access control systems affecting access
and/or egress to ensure proper design and installation of such systems. These changes reflect local
practices of municipalities in this region.)
North Central Texas Council of Governments
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**Section 202; amend and add definitions to read as follows:
** [B] AMBULATORY CARE FACILITY. Buildings or portions thereof used to provide medical, surgical,
psychiatric, nursing, or similar care on a less than 24-hour basis to persons who are rendered incapable
of self-preservation by the services provided. This group may include but not be limited to the following:
- Dialysis centers
- Procedures involving sedation
- Sedation dentistry
- Surgery centers
- Colonic centers
- Psychiatric centers
(Reason: to clarify the range of uses included in the definition)
** [B] ATRIUM. An opening connecting two three or more stories… {remaining text unchanged}
(Reason: Accepted practice in the region based on legacy codes. IBC Section 1009 permits unenclosed
two story stairways under certain circumstances.)
*** [B] DEFEND IN PLACE. A method of emergency response that engages building components and
trained staff to provide occupant safety during an emergency. Emergency response involves remaining in
place, relocating within the building, or both, without evacuating the building.
(Reason: Added from International Building Code (IBC) definitions for consistency in interpretation of the
subject requirements pertaining to such occupancies.)
**FIRE WATCH. A temporary measure intended to ensure continuous and systematic surveillance of a
building or portion thereof by one or more qualified individuals or standby personnel when required by the
fire code official, for the purposes of identifying and controlling fire hazards, detecting early signs of
unwanted fire, raising an alarm of fire and notifying the fire department.
(Reason: Clearly defines options to the fire department for providing a fire watch.)
**FIREWORKS. Any composition or device for the purpose of producing a visible or an audible effect for
entertainment purposes by combustion, deflagration, or detonation, and/or activated by ignition with a
match or other heat producing device that meets the definition of 1.4G fireworks or 1.3G fireworks as set
forth herein. … {remainder of text unchanged}…
(Reason: Increased safety from fireworks related injuries.)
**Option A
HIGH-PILED COMBUSTIBLE STORAGE: add a second paragraph to read as follows:
Any building classified as a group S Occupancy or Speculative Building exceeding 12,000 sq. ft. that
has a clear height in excess of 14 feet, making it possible to be used for storage in excess of 12 feet,
shall be considered to be high-piled storage. When a specific product cannot be identified, a fire
protection system and life safety features shall be installed as for Class IV commodities, to the
maximum pile height.
North Central Texas Council of Governments
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**Option B
HIGH-PILED COMBUSTIBLE STORAGE: add a second paragraph to read as follows:
Any building classified as a group S Occupancy or Speculative Building exceeding 6,000 sq. ft. that
has a clear height in excess of 14 feet, making it possible to be used for storage in excess of 12 feet,
shall be considered to be high-piled storage. When a specific product cannot be identified, a fire
protection system and life safety features shall be installed as for Class IV commodities, to the
maximum pile height.
(Reason: To provide protection for worst-case scenario in flexible or unknown situations.)
**Option A
HIGH-RISE BUILDING. {No Change Required}
**Option B
HIGH-RISE BUILDING. A building with an occupied floor located more than 75 55 feet (22 860 16 764
mm) above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access.
(Reason:
Allows for additional construction safety features to be provided, based on firefighting
response capabilities.)
**REPAIR GARAGE. A building, structure or portion thereof used for servicing or repairing motor
vehicles. This occupancy shall also include garages involved in minor repair, modification and servicing of
motor vehicles for items such as lube changes, inspections, windshield repair or replacement, shocks,
minor part replacement, and other such minor repairs.
(Reason: To further clarify types of service work allowed in a repair garage, as well as to correspond with
definition in the IBC.)
**SELF-SERVICE STORAGE FACILITY. Real property designed and used for the purpose of renting or
leasing individual storage spaces to customers for the purpose of storing and removing personal property
on a self-service basis.
(Reason: To provide a definition that does not exist in the code.)
**STANDBY PERSONNEL. Qualified fire service personnel, approved by the Fire Chief. When utilized,
the number required shall be as directed by the Fire Chief. Charges for utilization shall be as normally
calculated by the jurisdiction.
***UPGRADED OR REPLACED FIRE ALARM SYSTEM. A fire alarm system that is upgraded or
replaced includes, but is not limited to the following:
 Replacing one single board or fire alarm control unit component with a newer model
 Installing a new fire alarm control unit in addition to or in place of an existing one
 Conversion from a horn system to an emergency voice/alarm communication system
 Conversion from a conventional system to one that utilizes addressable or analog devices
The following are not considered an upgrade or replacement:
 Firmware updates
 Software updates
 Replacing boards of the same model with chips utilizing the same or newer firmware
(Reason: This is referenced in several places, but the wording of “upgraded or replaced” is somewhat
ambiguous and open to interpretation. Defining it here allows for consistent application across the
region.)
North Central Texas Council of Governments
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**Section 307.1.1; change to read as follows:
307.1.1 Prohibited Open Burning. Open burning shall be prohibited that is offensive or objectionable
because of smoke emissions or when atmospheric conditions or local circumstances make such fires
hazardous shall be prohibited.
Exception: {No change.}
(Reason: To further protect adjacent property owners/occupants from open burning and/or smoke
emissions from open burning.)
**Section 307.2; change to read as follows:
307.2 Permit Required. A permit shall be obtained from the fire code official in accordance with Section
105.6 prior to kindling a fire for recognized silvicultural or range or wildlife management practices,
prevention or control of disease or pests, or open burning a bonfire. Application for such approval shall
only be presented by and permits issued to the owner of the land upon which the fire is to be kindled.
Examples of state or local law, or regulations referenced elsewhere in this section may include but not be
limited to the following:
1. Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) guidelines and/or restrictions.
2. State, County, or Local temporary or permanent bans on open burning.
3. Local written policies as established by the fire code official.
(Reason: Amendments to 307.2, 307.4, 307.4.3, and 307.5 better explain current requirements and
recognize that jurisdictions have local established policies that best fit their environments.)
**Section 307.3; change to read as follows:
307.3 Extinguishment Authority. When open burning creates or adds to a hazardous situation, or a
required permit for open burning has not been obtained, the fire code official is authorized to order the
extinguishment of the open burning operation. The fire code official is authorized to order the
extinguishment by the permit holder, another person responsible or the fire department of open burning
that creates or adds to a hazardous or objectionable situation.
(Reason: Provides direction as to responsible parties relative to extinguishment of the subject open
burning.)
**Section 307.4; change to read as follows:
307.4 Location. The location for open burning shall not be less than 50 300 feet (15 240 91 440 mm)
from any structure, and provisions shall be made to prevent the fire from spreading to within 50 300 feet
(15 240 91 440 mm) of any structure.
Exceptions: {No change.}
(Reason: To increase the separation distance thereby increasing the safety to adjacent properties, as per
applicable TCEQ rules and regulations regarding outdoor burning.)
**Section 307.4.3, Exceptions: add exception #2 to read as follows:
Exceptions:
2. Where buildings, balconies and decks are protected by an approved automatic sprinkler
system.
(Reason: To reflect similar allowances for open-flame cooking in these same locations.)
North Central Texas Council of Governments
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**Section 307.4.4 and 5; add section 307.4.4 and 307.4.5 to read as follows:
307.4.4 Permanent Outdoor Firepit. Permanently installed outdoor firepits for recreational fire purposes
shall not be installed within 10 feet of a structure or combustible material.
Exception: Permanently installed outdoor fireplaces constructed in accordance with the
International Building Code.
307.4.5 Trench Burns. Trench burns shall be conducted in air curtain trenches and in accordance with
Section 307.2.
(Reason: To provide a greater level of safety for this potentially hazardous fire exposure condition.
Decrease in separation distance allowed for outdoor firepits due to permanent nature of construction
having substantial securement.)
**Section 307.5; change to read as follows:
307.5 Attendance. Open burning, trench burns, bonfires, recreational fires, and use of portable outdoor
fireplaces shall be constantly attended until the… {Remainder of section unchanged}
(Reason: Adds attendance for trench burns based on previous amendment provision for such.)
**Section 308.1.4; change to read as follows:
308.1.4 Open-flame Cooking Devices. Charcoal burners and other oOpen-flame cooking devices,
charcoal grills and other similar devices used for cooking shall not be operated located or used on
combustible balconies, decks, or within 10 feet (3048 mm) of combustible construction.
Exceptions:
1. One- and two-family dwellings, except that LP-gas containers are limited to a water capacity not
greater than 50 pounds (22.68 kg) [nominal 20 pound (9.08 kg) LP-gas capacity] with an
aggregate LP-gas capacity not to exceed 100 lbs (5 containers).
2. Where buildings, balconies and decks are protected by an approved automatic sprinkler system,
except that LP-gas containers are limited to a water capacity not greater than 50 pounds (22.68
kg) [nominal 20 pound (9.08 kg) LP-gas capacity], with an aggregate LP-gas capacity not to
exceed 40 lbs (2 containers).
3. {No change.}
(Reason: Decrease fire risk in multi-family dwellings and minimizes ignition sources and clarify allowable
limits for 1 & 2 family dwellings, and allow an expansion for sprinklered multi-family uses. This
amendment adds clarification and defines the container size allowed for residences.)
**Section 308.1.6.2, Exception #3; change to read as follows:
Exceptions:
3. Torches or flame-producing devices in accordance with Section 308.4 308.1.3.
(Reason: Section identified in published code is inappropriate.)
***Section 308.1.6.3; change to read as follows:
308.1.6.3 Sky Lanterns. A person shall not release or cause to be released an untethered unmanned
free-floating devices containing an open flame or other heat source, such as but not limited to a sky
lantern.
North Central Texas Council of Governments
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(Reason: Eliminates the potential fire hazard presented by utilization of such devices and the potential
accidental release of such devices.)
**Section 311.5; change to read as follows:
311.5 Placards. Any The fire code official is authorized to require marking of any vacant or abandoned
buildings or structures determined to be unsafe pursuant to Section 110 of this code relating to structural
or interior hazards, shall be marked as required by Section 311.5.1 through 311.5.5.
(Reason: There may be situations where placarding is not desired or necessary; also clarifies intent that
it is not the fire code official’s responsibility to provide the placard.)
***{Note that prior amendment to Section 401.9 in the 2012 IFC recommended amendments has been
relocated to Section 901.6.3 as a more appropriate location for the requirement.}
***Section 403.5; change Section 403.5 to read as follows:
403.5 Group E Occupancies. An approved fire safety and evacuation plan in accordance with Section
404 shall be prepared and maintained for Group E occupancies and for buildings containing both a Group
E occupancy and an atrium. A diagram depicting two evacuation routes shall be posted in a conspicuous
location in each classroom. Group E occupancies shall also comply with Sections 403.5.1 through
403.5.3.
(Reason: The diagrams are intended to assist with egress in such occupancies – specifically, the primary
teacher is not always present to assist children with egress. Also, such will help reinforce evacuation drill
requirements.)
***Section 404.2.2; add Number 4.10 to read as follows:
4.10 Fire extinguishing system controls.
(Reason: The committee believed this information could be of great help to such plans to facilitate
locating sprinkler valves to minimize water damage, for instance.)
***Section 405.4; change Section 405.4 to read as follows:
405.4 Time. The fire code official may require an evacuation drill at any time. Drills shall be held at
unexpected times and under varying conditions to simulate the unusual conditions that occur in case of
fire.
(Reason: This change clarifies who may require a fire or evacuation drill).
**Section 501.4; change to read as follows:
501.4 Timing of Installation. When fire apparatus access roads or a water supply for fire protection is
required to be installed for any structure or development, they shall be installed, tested, and approved
prior to the time of which construction has progressed beyond completion of the foundation of any
structure. , such protection shall be installed and made serviceable prior to and during the time of
construction except when approved alternative methods of protection are provided. Temporary street
signs shall be installed at each street intersection when construction of new roadways allows passage by
vehicles in accordance with Section 505.2.
(Reason: Reflects current practice in the region relative to ensuring fire department and EMS access
during construction, which can be a time of increased frequency for emergency incidents.)
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**Section 503.1.1; add sentence to read as follows:
Except for one- or two-family dwellings, the path of measurement shall be along a minimum of a ten feet
(10’) wide unobstructed pathway around the external walls of the structure.
(Reason: Recognizes that the hose lay provision can only be measured along a pathway that is wide
enough for fire fighter access.)
**Section 503.2.1; change to read as follows:
503.2.1 Dimensions. Fire apparatus access roads shall have an unobstructed width of not less than 20
24 feet (6096 mm 7315 mm), exclusive of shoulders, except for approved security gates in accordance
with Section 503.6, and an unobstructed vertical clearance of not less than 13 feet 6 inches (4115 mm)
14 feet (4267 mm).
Exception: Vertical clearance may be reduced; provided such reduction does not impair access by
fire apparatus and approved signs are installed and maintained indicating the established vertical
clearance when approved.
(Reason: Amendments to 503.2.1 and 503.2.2 recognize that the equipment now used in firefighting is
increasing in size. The code already recognizes that larger dimensions may be required under Section
503.2.2. The amendments are to standardize the dimensions for this area. With the increase in fire
apparatus size, this will allow for the passage of two fire apparatus during a fire or EMS emergency.)
**Section 503.2.2; change to read as follows:
503.2.2 Authority. The fire code official shall have the authority to require an increase in the minimum
access widths and vertical clearances where they are inadequate for fire or rescue operations.
(Reason: Amendments to 503.2.1 and 503.2.2 recognize that the equipment now used in firefighting is
increasing in size. The code already recognizes that larger dimensions may be required under Section
503.2.2. The amendments are to standardize the dimensions for this area. With the increase in fire
apparatus size, this will allow for the passage of two fire apparatus during a fire or EMS emergency.)
***Section 503.2.3; change Section 503.2.3 to read as follows:
503.2.3 Surface. Fire apparatus access roads shall be designed and maintained to support imposed
loads of 80,000 Lbs for fire apparatus and shall be surfaced so as to provide all-weather driving
capabilities.
(Reason: To address the current size of fire trucks in use – figure derived from DOT requirements for
waiver of vehicle exceeding such weight.)
**Section 503.3; change to read as follows:
503.3 Marking. Where required by the fire code official, approved signs or other approved notices or
markings that include the words NO PARKING – FIRE LANE Striping, signs, or other markings, when
approved by the fire code official, shall be provided for fire apparatus access roads to identify such roads
or prohibit the obstruction thereof. The means by which fire lanes are designated Striping, signs and
other markings shall be maintained in a clean and legible condition at all times and be replaced or
repaired when necessary to provide adequate visibility.
(1) Striping – Fire apparatus access roads shall be continuously marked by painted lines of red traffic
paint six inches (6”) in width to show the boundaries of the lane. The words “NO PARKING FIRE
LANE” or "FIRE LANE NO PARKING” shall appear in four inch (4”) white letters at 25 feet intervals on
the red border markings along both sides of the fire lanes. Where a curb is available, the striping
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shall be on the vertical face of the curb.
(2) Signs – Signs shall read “NO PARKING FIRE LANE” or "FIRE LANE NO PARKING” and shall be
12” wide and 18” high. Signs shall be painted on a white background with letters and borders in red,
using not less than 2” lettering. Signs shall be permanently affixed to a stationary post and the
bottom of the sign shall be six feet, six inches (6’6”) above finished grade. Signs shall be spaced not
more than fifty feet (50’) apart along both sides of the fire lane. Signs may be installed on permanent
buildings or walls or as approved by the Fire Chief.
(Reason: Establishes a standard method of marking and reflects local long-standing practices.)

**Section 503.4; change to read as follows:
503.4 Obstruction of Fire Apparatus Access Roads. Fire apparatus access roads shall not be
obstructed in any manner, including the parking of vehicles. The minimum widths and clearances
established in Section 503.2.1 and any area marked as a fire lane as described in Section 503.3 shall be
maintained at all times.
(Reason: As originally worded, the section implied that vehicles could be parked in the marked fire lane
and not be in violation if the minimum width is still maintained. Current accepted enforcement practice is
to require the entire marked fire lane to be maintained clear and unobstructed.)
**Section 505.1; change to read as follows:
505.1 Address Identification. New and existing buildings shall be provided with approved address
identification. The address identification shall be legible and placed in a position that is visible from the
street or road fronting the property. Address identification characters shall contrast with their background.
Address numbers shall be Arabic numbers or alphabetical letters. Numbers shall not be spelled out.
Each character shall be not less than 4 inches (102 mm) 6 inches (152.4 mm) high with a minimum stroke
width of 1/2 inch (12.7 mm). Where required by the fire code official, address numbers shall be provided
in additional approved locations to facilitate emergency response. Where access is by means of a private
road, buildings do not immediately front a street, and/or the building cannot be viewed from the public
way, a monument, pole or other sign with approved 6 inch (152.4 mm) height building numerals or
addresses and 4 inch (101.6 mm) height suite/apartment numerals of a color contrasting with the
background of the building or other approved means shall be used to identify the structure. Numerals or
addresses shall be posted on a minimum 20 inch (508 mm) by 30 inch (762 mm) background on border.
Address identification shall be maintained.
Exception: R-3 Single Family occupancies shall have approved numerals of a minimum 3 ½
inches (88.9 mm) in height and a color contrasting with the background clearly visible and legible
from the street fronting the property and rear alleyway where such alleyway exists.
(Reason: To increase the minimum addressing requirements for commercial properties and establish a
minimum for single-family residential properties Such improves legibility of these signs which are critical
to emergency response in a more timely manner.)
**Section 507.4; change to read as follows:
507.4 Water Supply Test Date and Information. The water supply test used for hydraulic calculation of
fire protection systems shall be conducted in accordance with NFPA 291 “Recommended Practice for Fire
Flow Testing and Marking of Hydrants” and within one year of sprinkler plan submittal. The fire code
official shall be notified prior to the water supply test. Water supply tests shall be witnessed by the fire
code official, as required or approved documentation of the test shall be provided to the fire code official
prior to final approval of the water supply system. The exact location of the static/residual hydrant and the
flow hydrant shall be indicated on the design drawings. All fire protection plan submittals shall be
accompanied by a hard copy of the waterflow test report, or as approved by the fire code official. The
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report must indicate the dominant water tank level at the time of the test and the maximum and minimum
operating levels of the tank, as well, or identify applicable water supply fluctuation. The licensed
contractor must then design the fire protection system based on this fluctuation information, as per the
applicable referenced NFPA standard. Reference Section 903.3.5 for additional design requirements.
(Reason: Clarifies intent of the test to ensure contractor accounts for water supply fluctuations.)
**Section 507.5.4; change to read as follows:
507.5.4 Obstruction. Unobstructed access to fire hydrants shall be maintained at all times. Posts,
fences, vehicles, growth, trash, storage and other materials or objects shall not be placed or kept near fire
hydrants, fire department inlet connections or fire protection system control valves in a manner that would
prevent such equipment or fire hydrants from being immediately discernible. The fire department shall not
be deterred or hindered from gaining immediate access to fire protection equipment or fire hydrants.
(Reason: Maintains wording from 2006 Code to ensure these critical devices are available in an
emergency incident.)
**Section 509.1.2; add new Section 509.1.2 to read as follows:
509.1.2 Sign Requirements. Unless more stringent requirements apply, lettering for signs required by
this section shall have a minimum height of 2 inches (50.8 mm) when located inside a building and
4 inches (101.6 mm) when located outside, or as approved by the fire code official. The letters shall be of
a color that contrasts with the background.
(Reason: Provides direction as to appropriate sign criteria to develop consistency in this regard.)
**Section 603.3.2.1, Exception; change exception to read as follows:
Exception: The aggregate capacity limit shall be permitted to be increased to 3,000 gallons (11,356 L) in
accordance with all requirements of Chapter 57. of Class II or III liquid for storage in protected aboveground tanks... {Delete remainder of Exception}
(Reason: Change to Section 5704.2.9.5 is included in this amendment package.)
**Section 603.3.2.2; change to read as follows:
603.3.2.2 Restricted Use and Connection. Tanks installed in accordance with Section 603.3.2 shall be
used only to supply fuel oil to fuel-burning or generator equipment installed in accordance with Section
603.3.2.4. Connections between tanks and equipment supplied by such tanks shall be made using
closed piping systems.
(Reason: Relocate the exception to Chapter 57 for applicability to generator sets, due to contradictory
charging statement in 603.1 to not apply to internal combustion engines. Further, such large quantities of
combustible liquid are more thoroughly addressed in Chapter 57 relative to such tanks.)
***Section 604; change and add to read as follows:
604.1.1 Stationary Generators. Stationary emergency and standby power generators required by this
code shall be listed in accordance with UL 2200.
604.1.2 Installation. Emergency power systems and standby power systems shall be installed in
accordance with the International Building Code, NFPA 70, NFPA 110 and NFPA 111. Existing
installations shall be maintained in accordance with the original approval, except as specified in
Chapter 11.
604.1.3 through 604.1.8 {No changes to these sections.}
604.1.9 Critical Operations Power Systems (COPS). For Critical Operations Power Systems
necessary to maintain continuous power supply to facilities or parts of facilities that require continuous
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operation for the reasons of public safety, emergency management, national security, or business
continuity, see NFPA 70.
604.2 Where Required. Emergency and standby power systems shall be provided where required by
Sections 604.2.1 through 604.2.16 604.2.24 or elsewhere identified in this code or any other referenced
code.
604.2.1 through 604.2.3 {No change.}
604.2.4 Group A occupancies. Emergency Voice/alarm Communications Systems. Emergency
power shall be provided for emergency voice/alarm communications systems in the following
occupancies, or as specified elsewhere in this code, as required in Section 907.5.2.2.5. The system shall
be capable of powering the required load for a duration of not less than 24 hours, as required in NFPA 72.
Covered and Open Malls, Section 907.2.20 and 914.2.3
Group A Occupancies, Sections 907.2.1 and 907.5.2.2.4.
Special Amusement Buildings, Section 907.2.12.3
High-rise Buildings, Section 907.2.13
Atriums, Section 907.2.14
Deep Underground Buildings, Section 907.2.19
604.2.5 through 604.2.11 {No change.}
604.2.12 Means of Egress Illumination. Emergency power shall be provided for means of egress
illumination in accordance with Sections 1008.3 and 1104.5.1. (90 minutes)
604.2.13 Membrane Structures. Emergency power shall be provided for exit signs in temporary tents
and membrane structures in accordance with Section 3103.12.6.1. (90 minutes) Standby power shall be
provided for auxiliary inflation systems in permanent membrane structures in accordance with Section
2702 of the International Building Code. (4 hours) Auxiliary inflation systems shall be provided in
temporary air-supported and air-inflated membrane structures in accordance with section 3103.10.4.
604.2.14 {No change.}
604.2.15 Smoke Control Systems. Standby power shall be provided for smoke control systems in the
following occupancies, or as specified elsewhere in this code, as required in Section 909.11:
Covered Mall Building, International Building Code, Section 402.7
Atriums, International Building Code, Section 404.7
Underground Buildings, International Building Code, Section 405.8
Group I-3, International Building Code, Section 408.4.2
Stages, International Building Code, Section 410.3.7.2
Special Amusement Buildings (as applicable to Group A’s), International Building Code, Section
411.1
Smoke Protected Seating, Section 1029.6.2.1
604.2.17 Covered and Open Mall Buildings. Emergency power shall be provided in accordance with
Section 907.2.20 and 914.2.3.
604.2.18 Airport Traffic Control Towers. A standby power system shall be provided in airport traffic
control towers more than 65 ft. in height. Power shall be provided to the following equipment:
1. Pressurization equipment, mechanical equipment and lighting.
2. Elevator operating equipment.
3. Fire alarm and smoke detection systems.
604.2.19 Smokeproof Enclosures and Stair Pressurization Alternative. Standby power shall be
provided for smokeproof enclosures, stair pressurization alternative and associated automatic fire
detection systems as required by the International Building Code, Section 909.20.6.2.
604.2.20 Elevator Pressurization. Standby power shall be provided for elevator pressurization system
as required by the International Building Code, Section 909.21.5.
604.2.21 Elimination of Smoke Dampers in Shaft Penetrations. Standby power shall be provided
when eliminating the smoke dampers in ducts penetrating shafts in accordance with the International
Building Code, Section 717.5.3, exception 2.3.
604.2.22 Common Exhaust Systems for Clothes Dryers. Standby power shall be provided for
common exhaust systems for clothes dryers located in multistory structures in accordance with the
International Mechanical Code, Section 504.10, Item 7.
604.2.23 Hydrogen Cutoff Rooms. Standby power shall be provided for mechanical ventilation and gas
detection systems of Hydrogen Cutoff Rooms in accordance with the International Building Code, Section
421.8.
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604.2.24 Means of Egress Illumination in Existing Buildings. Emergency power shall be provided for
means of egress illumination in accordance with Section 1104.5 when required by the fire code official.
(90 minutes in I-2, 60 minutes elsewhere.)
604.3 through 604.7 {No change.}
604.8 Energy Time Duration. Unless a time limit is specified by the fire code official, in this chapter or
elsewhere in this code, or in any other referenced code or standard, the emergency and standby power
system shall be supplied with enough fuel or energy storage capacity for not less than 2-hour full-demand
operation of the system.
Exception: Where the system is supplied with natural gas from a utility provider and is
approved.
(Reason: These provisions provide a list to complete and match that throughout the codes. The only
new items are the reference to COPS in NFPA 70, and the specified Energy time duration. Other
changes are a reference to a code provision that already exists.)
***Section 609.2; change to read as follows:
609.2 Where Required. A Type I hood shall be installed at or above all commercial cooking appliances
and domestic cooking appliances used for commercial purposes that produce grease vapors, including
but not limited to cooking equipment used in fixed, mobile, or temporary concessions, such as trucks,
buses, trailers, pavilions, or any form of roofed enclosure, as required by the fire code official.
Exceptions:
1. Tents, as provided for in Chapter 31.
2. {No change to existing Exception.}
Additionally, fuel gas and power provided for such cooking appliances shall be interlocked with the
extinguishing system, as required by Section 904.12.2. Fuel gas containers and piping/hose shall be
properly maintained in good working order and in accordance with all applicable regulations.
(Reason: To require fire protection and prevention for mobile food trucks and other mobile commercial
cooking operations for the protection of occupants and first responders, including the fuel gas utilized for
the cooking operation.)
**Section 704.1; change to read as follows:
704.1 Enclosure. Interior vertical shafts including, but not limited to, stairways, elevator hoistways,
service and utility shafts, that connect two or more stories of a building shall be enclosed or protected in
accordance with the codes in effect at the time of construction but, regardless of when constructed, not
less than as required in Chapter 11. New floor openings in existing buildings shall comply with the
International Building Code.
(Reason: Provides standard minimum protection retroactively, but clarifies that this section is not to be
used to reduce higher protection levels that were required when originally constructed.)
***Section 807.3; change to read as follows:
807.3 Combustible Decorative Materials. In other than Group I-3 In occupancies in Groups A, E, I, and
R-1, and dormitories in Group R-2, curtains, draperies, fabric hangings and other similar combustible
decorative materials suspended from walls or ceilings shall comply with Section 807.4 and shall not
exceed 10 percent of the specific wall or ceiling area to which they are attached.
(Reason: Section 807 was re-arranged and modified from the 2012 IFC: previously, curtains were
required to be NFPA 701 compliant and limited to 10 percent of the applicable wall in A, E, I, R-1, and R-2
dormitory occupancies, but now, per the published 2015 IFC, Section 807.3 would apply to all
occupancies, except I-3 (non-combustible only). Such a change is a tremendous expansion of the
requirement, and no justification was provided in the proposed code change at the code hearings as to
the reasons for such an expansion of the requirement, especially considering that it also applies to
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existing buildings. The board believes that this change is an over-reach for such a stringent requirement
and that maintenance of the legacy language is appropriate at this time.)
**Section 807.5.2.2 and 807.5.2.3; change to read as follows:
807.5.2.2 Artwork in Corridors. Artwork and teaching materials shall be limited on the walls of corridors
to not more than 20 percent of the wall area. Such materials shall not be continuous from floor to ceiling
or wall to wall. Curtains, draperies, wall hangings, and other decorative material suspended from the
walls or ceilings shall meet the flame propagation performance criteria of NFPA 701 in accordance with
Section 807 or be noncombustible.
Exception: Corridors protected by an approved automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance
with Section 903.3.1.1 shall be limited to 50 percent of the wall area.
807.5.2.3 Artwork in Classrooms. Artwork and teaching materials shall be limited on walls of
classrooms to not more than 50 percent of the specific wall area to which they are attached.
Curtains, draperies, wall hangings and other decorative material suspended from the walls or ceilings
shall meet the flame propagation performance criteria of NFPA 701 in accordance with Section 807 or be
noncombustible.
(Reason: This change allows an increase in wall coverage due to the presence of sprinklers. Also
provides additional guidance relative to fire resistance requirements in these areas.)
**Section 807.5.5.2 and 807.5.5.3; change to read as follows:
807.5.5.2 Artwork in Corridors. Artwork and teaching materials shall be limited on the walls of corridors
to not more than 20 percent of the wall area. Such materials shall not be continuous from floor to ceiling
or wall to wall. Curtains, draperies, wall hangings and other decorative material suspended from the walls
or ceilings shall meet the flame propagation performance criteria of NFPA 701 in accordance with Section
807 or be noncombustible.
Exception: Corridors protected by an approved automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance
with Section 903.3.1.1 shall be limited to 50 percent of the wall area.
807.5.5.3 Artwork in Classrooms. Artwork and teaching materials shall be limited on walls of
classrooms to not more than 50 percent of the specific wall area to which they are attached. Curtains,
draperies, wall hangings and other decorative material suspended from the walls or ceilings shall meet
the flame propagation performance criteria of NFPA 701 in accordance with Section 807 or be
noncombustible.
(Reason: This change allows an increase in wall coverage due to the presence of sprinklers. Also
provides additional guidance relative to fire resistance requirements in these areas.)
**Section 901.6.1; add Section 901.6.1.1 to read as follows:
901.6.1.1 Standpipe Testing. Building owners/managers must maintain and test standpipe systems as
per NFPA 25 requirements. The following additional requirements shall be applied to the testing that is
required every 5 years:
1. The piping between the Fire Department Connection (FDC) and the standpipe shall be backflushed
when foreign material is present, and also hydrostatically tested for all FDC’s on any type of
standpipe system. Hydrostatic testing shall also be conducted in accordance with NFPA 25
requirements for the different types of standpipe systems.
2. For any manual (dry or wet) standpipe system not having an automatic water supply capable of
flowing water through the standpipe, the tester shall connect hose from a fire hydrant or portable
pumping system (as approved by the fire code official) to each FDC, and flow water through the
standpipe system to the roof outlet to verify that each inlet connection functions properly. Confirm
that there are no open hose valves prior to introducing water into a dry standpipe. There is no
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required pressure criteria at the outlet. Verify that check valves function properly and that there are
no closed control valves on the system.
3. Any pressure relief, reducing, or control valves shall be tested in accordance with the requirements
of NFPA 25. All hose valves shall be exercised.
4. If the FDC is not already provided with approved caps, the contractor shall install such caps for all
FDC’s as required by the fire code official.
5. Upon successful completion of standpipe test, place a blue tag (as per Texas Administrative Code,
Fire Sprinkler Rules for Inspection, Test and Maintenance Service (ITM) Tag) at the bottom of
each standpipe riser in the building. The tag shall be check-marked as “Fifth Year” for Type of ITM,
and the note on the back of the tag shall read “5 Year Standpipe Test” at a minimum.
6. The procedures required by Texas Administrative Code Fire Sprinkler Rules with regard to Yellow
Tags and Red Tags or any deficiencies noted during the testing, including the required
notification of the local Authority Having Jurisdiction (fire code official) shall be followed.
7. Additionally, records of the testing shall be maintained by the owner and contractor, if applicable,
as required by the State Rules mentioned above and NFPA 25.
8. Standpipe system tests where water will be flowed external to the building shall not be conducted
during freezing conditions or during the day prior to expected night time freezing conditions.
9. Contact the fire code official for requests to remove existing fire hose from Class II and III standpipe
systems where employees are not trained in the utilization of this firefighting equipment. All
standpipe hose valves must remain in place and be provided with an approved cap and chain when
approval is given to remove hose by the fire code official.
(Reason: Increases the reliability of the fire protection system and re-emphasizes the requirements of
NFPA 25 relative to standpipe systems, as well as ensuring that FDC connections are similarly
tested/maintained to ensure operation in an emergency incident.)
**Section 901.6.3; add Section 901.6.3 to read as follows:
901.6.3 False Alarms and Nuisance Alarms. False alarms and nuisance alarms shall not be given,
signaled or transmitted or caused or permitted to be given, signaled or transmitted in any manner.
(Reason: Places the responsibility on the business or property owner to maintain their fire alarm systems
in approved condition. Allows the enforcement of “prohibition of false alarms”. Replaces text lost from the
legacy codes that helps to ensure the maintenance of life safety systems.)
**Section 901.7; change to read as follows:
901.7 Systems Out of Service. Where a required fire protection system is out of service or in the event
of an excessive number of activations, the fire department and the fire code official shall be notified
immediately and, where required by the fire code official, the building shall either be evacuated or an
approved fire watch shall be provided for all occupants left unprotected by the shut down until the fire
protection system has been returned to service. … {remaining text unchanged}
(Reason: Gives fire code official more discretion with regards to enforcement of facilities experiencing
nuisance alarm or fire protection system activations necessitating correction/repair/replacement. The
intent of the amendment is to allow local jurisdictions to enforce fire watches, etc., where needed to
ensure safety of occupants where fire protection systems are experiencing multiple nuisance activations.
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***Section 901.8.2; change to read as follows:
901.8.2 Removal of existing Occupant-use Hose Lines. The fire code official is authorized to permit
the removal of existing occupant-use hose lines and hose valves where all of the following conditions
exist:
1. Installation is not required by this code or the International Building Code.
2. The hose line(s) would not be utilized by trained personnel or the fire department.
3. T If the remaining outlets occupant-use hose lines are removed, but the hose valves are
required to remain as per the fire code official, such shall be are compatible with local fire
department fittings.
(Reason: Occupant-use hose lines have been an issue of concern that fire code officials have struggled
with for many years now, primarily in that they are required by the published code, even though
occupants are rarely properly trained in their use or provided with the OSHA-required protective gear for
such use, such as with an industrial fire brigade. The allowance for these hose lines to remain only
promotes the possibility of an occupant attempting to fight fire for an unknown duration, rather than
evacuate, and potentially injure themselves or others through such action. They present greater risk than
benefit to the occupants, and as such, the above gives the fire code official the authorization to allow
removal of such at his or her discretion.)
**Section 903.1.1; change to read as follows:
903.1.1 Alternative Protection. Alternative automatic fire-extinguishing systems complying with Section
904 shall be permitted instead of in addition to automatic sprinkler protection where recognized by the
applicable standard and, or as approved by the fire code official.
(Reason: Such alternative systems do not provide the reliability of automatic sprinkler protection. Most
gaseous type systems are highly susceptible to open doors, ceiling or floor tile removal, etc. However, an
applicant could pursue an Alternate Method request to help mitigate the reliability issues with these
alternative systems with the fire code official if so desired, or there may be circumstances in which the fire
code official is acceptable to allowing an alternate system in lieu of sprinklers, such as kitchen hoods or
paint booths.)
**Section 903.2; add paragraph to read as follows:
Automatic Sprinklers shall not be installed in elevator machine rooms, elevator machine spaces, and
elevator hoistways, other than pits where such sprinklers would not necessitate shunt trip requirements
under any circumstances. Storage shall not be allowed within the elevator machine room. Signage shall
be provided at the entry doors to the elevator machine room indicating “ELEVATOR MACHINERY – NO
STORAGE ALLOWED.”
(Reason: Firefighter and public safety. This amendment eliminates the shunt trip requirement of the
International Building Code Section 3006.5 for the purpose of elevator passenger and firefighter safety.
This amendment is contingent on the Building Code amendment eliminating the Exceptions to Section
3006.4, such that passive fire barriers for these areas are maintained.)
**Section 903.2; delete the exception.
(Reason: The exception deletion is due to the fact that such telecom areas pose an undue fire risk to the
structural integrity of the building.)
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***Section 903.2.9; add Section 903.2.9.3 to read as follows:
903.2.9.3 Self-Service Storage Facility. An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed throughout all
self-service storage facilities.
(Reason: Fire departments are unable to inspect these commercial occupancies and are unaware of the
contents being stored. Previous allowance to separate units by fire barriers is difficult to enforce
maintenance after opening.)
**Option A
Section 903.2.11; change 903.2.11.3 and add 903.2.11.7 and 903.2.11.8, as follows:
903.2.11.3 Buildings 55 Feet or more in Height. An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed
throughout buildings that have one or more stories with an occupant load of 30 or more, other than
penthouses in compliance with Section 1510 of the International Building Code, located 55 feet (16
764 mm) or more above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access, measured to the finished
floor.
Exceptions:
1. Open parking structures in compliance with Section 406.5 of the International Building
Code, having no other occupancies above the subject garage.
2. Occupancies in Group F-2.
903.2.11.7 High-Piled Combustible Storage. For any building with a clear height exceeding 12 feet
(4572 mm), see Chapter 32 to determine if those provisions apply.
903.2.11.8 Spray Booths and Rooms. New and existing spray booths and spraying rooms shall be
protected by an approved automatic fire-extinguishing system.
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**Option B
Section 903.2.11; change 903.2.11.3 and add 903.2.11.7, 903.2.11.8, and 903.2.11.9 as follows:
903.2.11.3 Buildings 55 35 feet or more in height. An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed
throughout buildings that have one or more stories with an occupant load of 30 or more, other than
penthouses in compliance with Section 1510 of the International Building Code, located 55 35 feet
(16 764 10 668 mm) or more above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access, measured to
the finished floor.
Exceptions:
1. Open parking structures in compliance with Section 406.5 of the International Building
Code, having no other occupancies above the subject garage.
2. Occupancies in Group F-2.
903.2.11.7 High-Piled Combustible Storage. For any building with a clear height exceeding 12 feet
(4572 mm), see Chapter 32 to determine if those provisions apply.
903.2.11.8 Spray Booths and Rooms. New and existing spray booths and spraying rooms shall be
protected by an approved automatic fire-extinguishing system.
903.2.11.9 Buildings Over 6,000 sq. .ft. An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed throughout
all buildings with a building area 6,000 sq. ft. or greater and in all existing buildings that are enlarged
to be 6,000 sq. ft. or greater. For the purpose of this provision, fire walls shall not define separate
buildings.
Exception: Open parking garages in compliance with Section 406.5 of the International Building
Code.

(Reason: Provides jurisdictions options as to their desired level of sprinkler protection based on multiple
factors including firefighting philosophies/capabilities.)
**Section 903.3.1.1.1; change to read as follows:
903.3.1.1.1 Exempt Locations. When approved by the fire code official, automatic sprinklers shall not
be required in the following rooms or areas where such ...{text unchanged}… because it is damp, of fireresistance-rated construction or contains electrical equipment.
1. Any room where the application of water, or flame and water, constitutes a serious life or fire
hazard.
2. Any room or space where sprinklers are considered undesirable because of the nature of the
contents, when approved by the code official.
3. Generator and transformer rooms, under the direct control of a public utility, separated from the
remainder of the building by walls and floor/ceiling or roof/ceiling assemblies having a fireresistance rating of not less than 2 hours.
4. In rooms or areas that are of noncombustible construction with wholly noncombustible contents.
5. Fire service access Elevator machine rooms, and machinery spaces, and hoistways, other than
pits where such sprinklers would not necessitate shunt trip requirements under any
circumstances.
6. {Delete.}
(Reason: Gives more direction to code official. Exception 4 deleted to provide protection where fire risks
are poorly addressed. Amendment 903.2 addresses Exception 5 above relative to the elimination of
sprinkler protection in these areas to avoid the shunt trip requirement.)
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**Section 903.3.1.2.3; add section to read as follows:
[F] Section 903.3.1.2.3 Attics and Attached Garages. Sprinkler protection is required in attic spaces of
such buildings two or more stories in height, in accordance with NFPA 13 and or NFPA 13R
requirements, and attached garages.
(Reason: Attic protection is required due to issues with fire exposure via soffit vents, as well as firefighter
safety. Several jurisdictions indicated experience with un-protected attic fires resulting in displacement of
all building occupants. NFPA 13 provides for applicable attic sprinkler protection requirements, as well as
exemptions to such, based on noncombustible construction, etc. Attached garages already require
sprinklers via NFPA 13R – this amendment just re-emphasizes the requirement.)
***Section 903.3.1.3; change to read as follows:
903.3.1.3 NFPA 13D Sprinkler Systems. Automatic sprinkler systems installed in one- and two-family
dwellings; Group R-3; Group R-4 Condition 1 and townhouses shall be permitted to be installed
throughout in accordance with NFPA 13D or in accordance with state law.
(Reason: To allow the use of the Plumbing section of the International Residential Code (IRC) and
recognize current state stipulations in this regard.)
***Section 903.3.1.4; add to read as follows:
[F] 903.3.1.4 Freeze protection. Freeze protection systems for automatic fire sprinkler systems shall be
in accordance with the requirements of the applicable referenced NFPA standard and this section.
903.3.1.4.1 Attics. Only dry-pipe, preaction, or listed antifreeze automatic fire sprinkler systems
shall be allowed to protect attic spaces.
Exception: Wet-pipe fire sprinkler systems shall be allowed to protect non-ventilated attic
spaces where:
1. The attic sprinklers are supplied by a separate floor control valve assembly to
allow ease of draining the attic system without impairing sprinklers throughout the
rest of the building, and
2. Adequate heat shall be provided for freeze protection as per the applicable
referenced NFPA standard, and
3. The attic space is a part of the building’s thermal, or heat, envelope, such that
insulation is provided at the roof deck, rather than at the ceiling level.
903.3.1.4.2 Heat trace/insulation. Heat trace/insulation shall only be allowed where approved by
the fire code official for small sections of large diameter water-filled pipe.
(Reason: In the last few years, severe winters brought to light several issues with current practices for
sprinklering attics, not the least of which was wet-pipe sprinklers in ventilated attics provided with space
heaters, etc. for freeze protection of such piping. This practice is not acceptable for the protection of
water-filled piping in a ventilated attic space as it does not provide a reliable means of maintaining the
minimum 40 degrees required by NFPA, wastes energy, and presents a potential ignition source to the
attic space. Listed antifreeze is specifically included because NFPA currently allows such even though
there is no currently listed antifreeze at the time of development of these amendments. The intent of this
amendment is to help reduce the large number of freeze breaks that have occurred in the past with waterfilled wet-pipe sprinkler systems in the future, most specifically in attic spaces.)
**Section 903.3.5; add a second paragraph to read as follows:
[F] Water supply as required for such systems shall be provided in conformance with the supply
requirements of the respective standards; however, every water-based fire protection system shall be
designed with a 10 psi safety factor. Reference Section 507.4 for additional design requirements.
(Reason: To define uniform safety factor.)
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**Section 903.4; add a second paragraph after the exceptions to read as follows:
Sprinkler and standpipe system water-flow detectors shall be provided for each floor tap to the sprinkler
system and shall cause an alarm upon detection of water flow for more than 45 seconds. All control
valves in the sprinkler and standpipe systems except for fire department hose connection valves shall be
electrically supervised to initiate a supervisory signal at the central station upon tampering.
(Reason: To avoid significant water losses. Consistent with amendment to IFC 905.9.)
**Section 903.4.2; add second paragraph to read as follows:
The alarm device required on the exterior of the building shall be a weatherproof horn/strobe notification
appliance with a minimum 75 candela strobe rating, installed as close as practicable to the fire
department connection.
(Reason: Fire department connections are not always located at the riser; this allows the fire department
faster access.)
**Section 905.2; change to read as follows:
905.2 Installation Standard. Standpipe systems shall be installed in accordance with this section and
NFPA 14. Manual dry standpipe systems shall be supervised with a minimum of 10 psig and a maximum
of 40 psig air pressure with a high/low alarm.
(Reason: To define manual dry standpipe supervision requirements. Helps ensure the integrity of the
standpipe system via supervision, such that open hose valves will result in a supervisory low air alarm.)
***Section 905.3; add Section 905.3.9 and exception to read as follows:
905.3.9 Buildings Exceeding 10,000 sq. ft. In buildings exceeding 10,000 square feet in area per story
and where any portion of the building’s interior area is more than 200 feet (60960 mm) of travel, vertically
and horizontally, from the nearest point of fire department vehicle access, Class I automatic wet or
manual wet standpipes shall be provided.
Exceptions:
1. Automatic dry and semi-automatic dry standpipes are allowed as provided for in NFPA 14.
2. R-2 occupancies of four stories or less in height having no interior corridors.
(Reason: Allows for the rapid deployment of hose lines to the body of the fire.)
***Section 905.4, change Item 1, 3, and 5, and add Item 7 to read as follows:
1. In every required interior exit stairway, a hose connection shall be provided for each story above
and below grade plane. Hose connections shall be located at an intermediate landing between
stories, unless otherwise approved by the fire code official.
2. {No change.}
3. In every exit passageway, at the entrance from the exit passageway to other areas of a building.
Exception: Where floor areas adjacent to an exit passageway are reachable from an interior exit
stairway hose connection by a {No change to rest.}
4. {No change.}
5. Where the roof has a slope less than four units vertical in 12 units horizontal (33.3-percent slope),
each standpipe shall be provided with a two-way a hose connection shall be located to serve the
roof or at the highest landing of an interior exit stairway with stair access to the roof provided in
accordance with Section 1011.12.
6. {No change.}
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7. When required by this Chapter, standpipe connections shall be placed adjacent to all required
exits to the structure and at two hundred feet (200’) intervals along major corridors thereafter, or as
otherwise approved by the fire code official.
(Reason: Item 1, 3, and 5 amendments to remove ‘interior’ will help to clarify that such connections are
required for all ‘exit’ stairways, to ensure firefighter capabilities are not diminished in these tall buildings,
simply because the stair is on the exterior of the building. Item 5 reduces the amount of pressure required
to facilitate testing, and provides backup protection for fire fighter safety. Item 7 allows for the rapid
deployment of hose lines to the body of the fire.)
**Section 905.9; add a second paragraph after the exceptions to read as follows:
Sprinkler and standpipe system water-flow detectors shall be provided for each floor tap to the sprinkler
system and shall cause an alarm upon detection of water flow for more than 45 seconds. All control
valves in the sprinkler and standpipe systems except for fire department hose connection valves shall be
electrically supervised to initiate a supervisory signal at the central station upon tampering.
(Reason: To avoid significant water losses. Consistent with amendment to IFC 903.4.)
**Section 907.1; add Section 907.1.4 and 907.1.4.1 to read as follows:
907.1.4 Design Standards. Where a new fire alarm system is installed, the devices shall be
addressable. Fire alarm systems utilizing more than 20 smoke detectors shall have analog initiating
devices.
(Reason: Provides for the ability of descriptive identification of alarms, and reduces need for panel
replacement in the future. Updated wording to match the language of the new requirement at 907.5.2.3.
Change of terminology allows for reference back to definitions of NFPA 72)
**Section 907.2.1; change to read as follows:
907.2.1 Group A. A manual fire alarm system that activates the occupant notification system in
accordance with Section 907.5 shall be installed in Group A occupancies where the having an occupant
load due to the assembly occupancy is of 300 or more persons or more than 100 persons above or below
the lowest level of exit discharge. Group A occupancies not separated from one another in accordance
with Section 707.3. 10 of the International Building Code shall be considered as a single occupancy for
the purposes of applying this section. Portions of Group E occupancies occupied for assembly purposes
shall be provided with a fire alarm system as required for the Group E occupancy.
Exception: {No change.}
Activation of fire alarm notification appliances shall:
1. Cause illumination of the means of egress with light of not less than 1 foot-candle (11 lux) at the
walking surface level, and
2. Stop any conflicting or confusing sounds and visual distractions.
(Reason: Increases the requirement to be consistent with Group B requirement. Also addresses issue
found in Group A occupancies of reduced lighting levels and other A/V equipment that distracts from fire
alarm notification devices or reduces ability of fire alarm system to notify occupants of the emergency
condition.)
***Section 907.2.3; change to read as follows:
907.2.3 Group E. A manual fire alarm system that initiates the occupant notification signal utilizing an
emergency voice/alarm communication system meeting the requirements of Section 907.5.2.2 and
installed in accordance with Section 907.6 shall be installed in Group E educational occupancies. When
automatic sprinkler systems or smoke detectors are installed, such systems or detectors shall be
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connected to the building fire alarm system. An approved smoke detection system shall be installed in
Group E day care occupancies. Unless separated by a minimum of 100' open space, all buildings,
whether portable buildings or the main building, will be considered one building for alarm occupant load
consideration and interconnection of alarm systems.
Exceptions:
1. {No change.}
1.1. Residential In-Home day care with not more than 12 children may use interconnected
single station detectors in all habitable rooms. (For care of more than five children 2 1/2
or less years of age, see Section 907.2.6.) {No change to remainder of exceptions.}
(Reason: To distinguish educational from day care occupancy minimum protection requirements. Further,
to define threshold at which portable buildings are considered a separate building for the purposes of
alarm systems. Exceptions provide consistency with State law concerning such occupancies.)
**Section 907.2.13, Exception 3; change to read as follows:
3. Open air portions of buildings with an occupancy in Group A-5 in accordance with Section 303.1 of
the International Building Code; however, this exception does not apply to accessory uses including
but not limited to sky boxes, restaurants, and similarly enclosed areas.
(Reason: To indicate that enclosed areas within open air seating type occupancies are not exempted
from automatic fire alarm system requirements.)
**Section 907.4.2; add Section 907.4.2.7 to read as follows:
907.4.2.7 Type. Manual alarm initiating devices shall be an approved double action type.
(Reason: Helps to reduce false alarms.)
***Section 907.6.1; add Section 907.6.1.1 to read as follows:
907.6.1.1 Wiring Installation. All fire alarm systems shall be installed in such a manner that a failure of
any single initiating device or single open in an initiating circuit conductor will not interfere with the normal
operation of other such devices. All signaling line circuits (SLC) shall be installed in such a way that a
single open will not interfere with the operation of any addressable devices (Class A). Outgoing and
return SLC conductors shall be installed in accordance with NFPA 72 requirements for Class A circuits
and shall have a minimum of four feet separation horizontal and one foot vertical between supply and
return circuit conductors. The initiating device circuit (IDC) from a signaling line circuit interface device
may be wired Class B, provided the distance from the interface device to the initiating device is ten feet or
less.
(Reason: To provide uniformity in system specifications and guidance to design engineers. Improves
reliability of fire alarm devices and systems.)
***Section 907.6.3; delete all four Exceptions.
(Reason: To assist responding personnel in locating the emergency event for all fire alarm systems. This
is moved from 907.6.5.3 in the 2012 IFC and reworded to match new code language and sections.)
***Section 907.6.6; – add sentence at end of paragraph to read as follows:
[F] See 907.6.3 for the required information transmitted to the supervising station.
(Reason: To assist responding personnel in locating the emergency event for all fire alarm systems. This
is moved from 907.6.5.3 in the 2012 IFC and reworded to match new code language and sections.)
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***Section 909.22; add to read as follows:
909.22 Stairway or Ramp Pressurization Alternative. Where the building is equipped throughout with
an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 and the stair pressurization
alternative is chosen for compliance with Building Code requirements for a smokeproof enclosure, interior
exit stairways or ramps shall be pressurized to a minimum of 0.10 inches of water (25 Pa) and a
maximum of 0.35 inches of water (87 Pa) in the shaft relative to the building measured with all interior exit
stairway and ramp doors closed under maximum anticipated conditions of stack effect and wind effect.
Such systems shall comply with Section 909, including the installation of a separate fire-fighter’s smoke
control panel as per Section 909.16, and a Smoke Control Permit shall be required from the fire
department as per Section 105.7.
[F] 909.22.1 Ventilating equipment. The activation of ventilating equipment for the stair or ramp
pressurization system shall be by smoke detectors installed at each floor level at an approved location at
the entrance to the smokeproof enclosure. When the closing device for the stairway or ramp shaft and
vestibule doors is activated by smoke detection or power failure, the mechanical equipment shall activate
and operate at the required performance levels. Smoke detectors shall be installed in accordance with
Section 907.3.
909.22.1.1 Ventilation Systems. Smokeproof enclosure ventilation systems shall be independent of
other building ventilation systems. The equipment, control wiring, power wiring and ductwork shall comply
with one of the following:
1. Equipment, control wiring, power wiring and ductwork shall be located exterior to the building
and directly connected to the smokeproof enclosure or connected to the smokeproof
enclosure by ductwork enclosed by not less than 2-hour fire barriers constructed in
accordance with Section 707 of the Building Code or horizontal assemblies constructed in
accordance with Section 711 of the Building Code, or both.
2. Equipment, control wiring, power wiring and ductwork shall be located within the smokeproof
enclosure with intake or exhaust directly from and to the outside or through ductwork enclosed
by not less than 2-hour barriers constructed in accordance with Section 707 of the Building
Code or horizontal assemblies constructed in accordance with Section 711 of the Building
Code, or both.
3. Equipment, control wiring, power wiring and ductwork shall be located within the building if
separated from the remainder of the building, including other mechanical equipment, by not
less than 2-hour fire barriers constructed in accordance with Section 707 of the Building Code
or horizontal assemblies constructed in accordance with Section 711 of the Building Code, or
both.
Exceptions:
1. Control wiring and power wiring utilizing a 2-hour rated cable or cable system.
2. Where encased with not less than 2 inches (51 mm) of concrete.
3. Control wiring and power wiring protected by a listed electrical circuit protective systems with a
fire-resistance rating of not less than 2 hours.
909.21.1.2 Standby Power. Mechanical vestibule and stairway and ramp shaft ventilation systems and
automatic fire detection systems shall be provided with standby power in accordance with Section 2702 of
the Building Code.
909.22.1.3 Acceptance and Testing. Before the mechanical equipment is approved, the system shall be
tested in the presence of the fire code official to confirm that the system is operating in compliance with
these requirements.
(Reason: To assist with enforcement of such as a smoke control system, as per Section 909.6.3,
especially since a permit is now specifically required for such systems in the Fire Code. Also ensures that
a firefighter’s override panel is provided as per 909.16 for such systems. The above amendment copies
the applicable requirements for such systems from Section 909.20 of the Building Code into the Fire
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Code. Although the published code did copy the elevator pressurization requirements into the Fire Code,
it did not copy over the stair pressurization requirements.)
***Section 910.2; change Exception 2. and 3.to read as follows:
[F] 2. Only manual smoke and heat removal shall not be required in areas of buildings equipped with
early suppression fast-response (ESFR) sprinklers. Automatic smoke and heat removal is
prohibited.
3. Only manual smoke and heat removal shall not be required in areas of buildings equipped with
control mode special application sprinklers with a response time index of 50(m*S)1/2 or less that
are listed to control a fire in stored commodities with 12 or fewer sprinklers. Automatic smoke
and heat removal is prohibited.
(Reason: Allows the fire department to control the smoke and heat during and after a fire event, while still
prohibiting such systems from being automatically activated, which is a potential detriment to the
particular sprinkler systems indicated.)
**Section 910.2; add subsections 910.2.3 with exceptions to read as follows:
910.2.3 Group H. Buildings and portions thereof used as a Group H occupancy as follows:
1. In occupancies classified as Group H-2 or H-3, any of which are more than 15,000 square feet
(1394 m2) in single floor area.
Exception: Buildings of noncombustible construction containing only noncombustible materials.
2. In areas of buildings in Group H used for storing Class 2, 3, and 4 liquid and solid oxidizers,
Class 1 and unclassified detonable organic peroxides, Class 3 and 4 unstable (reactive)
materials, or Class 2 or 3 water-reactive materials as required for a high-hazard commodity
classification.
Exception: Buildings of noncombustible construction containing only noncombustible materials.
(Reason: Maintains a fire protection device utilized in such occupancies where it is sometimes necessary
to allow chemicals to burn out, rather than extinguish.)
***Section 910.3; add section 910.3.4 to read as follows:
910.3.4 Vent Operation. Smoke and heat vents shall be capable of being operated by approved
automatic and manual means. Automatic operation of smoke and heat vents shall conform to the
provisions of Sections 910.3.2.1 through 910.3.2.3.
[F] 910.3.4.1 Sprinklered buildings. Where installed in buildings equipped with an approved automatic
sprinkler system, smoke and heat vents shall be designed to operate automatically.
The automatic operating mechanism of the smoke and heat vents shall operate at a temperature rating at
least 100 degrees F (approximately 38 degrees Celsius) greater than the temperature rating of the
sprinklers installed.
Exception: Manual only systems per Section 910.2.
910.3.4.2 Nonsprinklered Buildings. Where installed in buildings not equipped with an approved
automatic sprinkler system, smoke and heat vents shall operate automatically by actuation of a heatresponsive device rated at between 100°F (56°C) and 220°F (122°C) above ambient.
Exception: Listed gravity-operated drop out vents.
(Reason: Amendment continues to keep applicable wording from prior to the 2012 edition of the IFC.
Specifically, automatic activation criteria is no longer specifically required in the published code.
North Central Texas Council of Governments

22

As of August 2015 IFC Amendments

Specifying a temperature range at which smoke and heat vents should activate in sprinklered buildings
helps to ensure that the sprinkler system has an opportunity to activate and control the fire prior to vent
operation.)
***Section 910.4.3.1; change to read as follows:
910.4.3.1 Makeup Air. Makeup air openings shall be provided within 6 feet (1829 mm) of the floor level.
Operation of makeup air openings shall be manual or automatic. The minimum gross area of makeup air
inlets shall be 8 square feet per 1,000 cubic feet per minute (0.74 m2 per 0.4719 m3/s) of smoke exhaust.
(Reason: Makeup air has been required to be automatic for several years now in this region when
mechanical smoke exhaust systems are proposed. This allows such systems to be activated from the
smoke control panel by first responders without having to physically go around the exterior of the building
opening doors manually. Such requires a significant number of first responders on scene to conduct this
operation and significantly delays activation and/or capability of the smoke exhaust system.)
***Section 910.4.4; change to read as follows:
910.4.4 Activation. The mechanical smoke removal system shall be activated by manual controls only
automatically by the automatic sprinkler system or by an approved fire detection system. Individual
manual controls shall also be provided.
Exception: Manual only systems per Section 910.2.
(Reason: The provision of a manual only mechanical smoke removal system does not provide
equivalency with automatic smoke and heat vents. This amendment clarifies that the primary intent is for
automatic systems, unless exceptions are provided as in 910.2 – consistent with the charging statements
of the section.)
**Section 912.2; add Section 912.2.3 to read as follows:
912.2.3 Hydrant Distance. An approved fire hydrant shall be located within 100 feet of the fire
department connection as the fire hose lays along an unobstructed path.
(Reason: To accommodate limited hose lengths, improve response times where the FDC is needed to
achieve fire control, and improve ease of locating a fire hydrant in those situations also. Also, consistent
with NFPA 14 criteria.)
**Section 913.2.1; add second paragraph and exception to read as follows:
When located on the ground level at an exterior wall, the fire pump room shall be provided with an
exterior fire department access door that is not less than 3 ft. in width and 6 ft. – 8 in. in height, regardless
of any interior doors that are provided. A key box shall be provided at this door, as required by Section
506.1.
Exception: When it is necessary to locate the fire pump room on other levels or not at an exterior
wall, the corridor leading to the fire pump room access from the exterior of the building shall be
provided with equivalent fire resistance as that required for the pump room, or as approved by the fire
code official. Access keys shall be provided in the key box as required by Section 506.1.
(Reason: This requirement allows fire fighters safer access to the fire pump room. The requirement
allows access without being required to enter the building and locate the fire pump room interior access
door during a fire event. The exception recognizes that this will not always be a feasible design scenario
for some buildings, and as such, provides an acceptable alternative to protect the pathway to the fire
pump
room.)
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***Section 914.3.1.2; change to read as follows:
914.3.1.2 Water Supply to required Fire Pumps. In buildings that are more than 420 120 feet (128 m) in
building height, required fire pumps shall be supplied by connections to no fewer than two water mains
located in different streets. Separate supply piping shall be provided between each connection to the
water main and the pumps. Each connection and the supply piping between the connection and the
pumps shall be sized to supply the flow and pressure required for the pumps to operate.
Exception: {No change to exception.}
(Reason: The 2009 edition of the IFC added this requirement based on a need for redundancy of the
water supply similar to the redundancy of the power supply to the fire pumps required for such tall
buildings, partially due to the fact that these buildings are rarely fully evacuated in a fire event. More
commonly, the alarm activates on the floor of the event, the floor above and the floor below. Back-up
power to the fire pump becomes critical for this reason. Certainly, the power is pointless if the water
supply is impaired for any reason, so a similar requirement is provided here for redundant water supplies.
The 2015 edition changes the requirement to only apply to very tall buildings over 420 ft. This
amendment modifies/lowers the requirement to 120 ft., based on this same height requirement for fire
service access elevators. Again, the language from the 2009 and 2012 editions of the code applied to
any high-rise building. This compromise at 120 ft. is based on the above technical justification of defendin-place scenarios in fire incidents in such tall structures.)
**Section 1006.2.2.6; add a new Section 1006.2.2.6 as follows:
1006.2.2.6 Electrical Rooms. For electrical rooms, special exiting requirements may apply. Reference
the Electrical Code as adopted.
(Reason: Cross reference necessary for coordination with the NEC which has exiting requirements as
well.)
**Section 1009.1; add the following Exception 4:
Exceptions:
{previous exceptions unchanged}
4. Buildings regulated under State Law and built in accordance with State registered plans, including
any variances or waivers granted by the State, shall be deemed to be in compliance with the
requirements of Section 1009.
(Reason: To accommodate buildings regulated under Texas State Law and to be consistent with
amendments to Chapter 11.)
**Section 1010.1.9.4 Bolt Locks; change Exceptions 3 and 4 to read as follows:
Exceptions:
3. Where a pair of doors serves an occupant load of less than 50 persons in a Group B, F, M or S
occupancy. {Remainder unchanged}
4. Where a pair of doors serves a Group A, B, F, M or S occupancy {Remainder unchanged}
(Reason: Application to M occupancies reflects regional practice; No. 4 expanded to Group A due to it
being a similar scenario to other uses; No. 4 was regional practice.)
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***Section 1015.8 Window Openings; change number 1 to read as follows:
1. Operable windows where the top of the sill of the opening is located more than 75 feet (22 860 mm)
55 (16 764 mm) above the finished grade or other surface below and that are provided with window
fall prevention devices that comply with ASTM F 2006.
(Reason: In Option B jurisdictions, change "75 feet" to "55 feet".)
**Section 1020.1 Construction; add Exception 6 to read as follows:
6. In group B occupancies, corridor walls and ceilings need not be of fire-resistive construction within a
single tenant space when the space is equipped with approved automatic smoke-detection within the
corridor. The actuation of any detector shall activate self-annunciating alarms audible in all areas within
the corridor. Smoke detectors shall be connected to an approved automatic fire alarm system where such
system is provided.
(Reason: Revise the 2012 published NCTCOG amendment to this section to clarify intent is not to require
automatic fire alarm system or notification throughout the tenant space, but rather, only in the corridor.)
**Section 1029.1.1.1; delete this section. Spaces under Grandstands and Bleachers:
(Reason: Unenforceable.)
**Section 1031.2; change to read as follows:
1031.2 Reliability. Required exit accesses, exits and exit discharges shall be continuously maintained
free from obstructions or impediments to full instant use in the case of fire or other emergency when the
building area served by the means of egress is occupied. An exit or exit passageway shall not be used for
any purpose that interferes with a means of egress.
(Reason: Maintain legacy levels of protection and long-standing regional practice, and provide firefighter
safety.)
**Section 1103.3; add sentence to end of paragraph as follows:
Provide emergency signage as required by Section 607.3.
(Reason: Coordinates requirements of previous amendment.)
**Section 1103.5; add Section 1103.5.1 to read as follows:
1103.5.1 Group A-2. An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed in accordance with Section
903.3.1.1 throughout existing buildings or portions thereof used as Group A-2 occupancies with an
occupant load of 300 or more. Spray Booths and Rooms. Existing spray booths and spray rooms shall
be protected by an approved automatic fire-extinguishing system in accordance with Section 2404.
(Reason: Consistent with amendment to IFC 2404, and long-standing regional requirement.
The published 1103.5.1 requiring sprinklers retroactively in A-2 occupancies was deleted by ICC Errata.)
***Section 1103.7; add Section 1103.7.8 and 1103.7.8.1 to read as follows:
1103.7.8 Fire Alarm System Design Standards. Where an existing fire alarm system is upgraded or
replaced, the devices shall be addressable. Fire alarm systems utilizing more than 20 smoke and/or heat
detectors shall have analog initiating devices.
Exception: Existing systems need not comply unless the total building, or fire alarm system, remodel
or expansion exceeds 30% of the building. When cumulative building, or fire alarm system, remodel
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or expansion initiated after the date of original fire alarm panel installation exceeds 50% of the
building, or fire alarm system, the fire alarm system must comply within 18 months of permit
application.
1103.7.8.1 Communication requirements. Refer to Section 907.6.6 for applicable requirements.
(Reason: To assist responding personnel in locating the emergency event and provide clarity as to
percentages of work that results in a requirement to upgrade the entire fire alarm system.)
**Section 2304.1; change to read as follows:
2304.1 Supervision of Dispensing. The dispensing of fuel at motor fuel-dispensing facilities shall be
conducted by a qualified attendant or shall be under the supervision of a qualified attendant at all times or
shall be in accordance with Section 2204.3. the following:
1. Conducted by a qualified attendant; and/or,
2. Shall be under the supervision of a qualified attendant; and/or
3. Shall be an unattended self-service facility in accordance with Section 2304.3.
At any time the qualified attendant of item Number 1 or 2 above is not present, such operations shall be
considered as an unattended self-service facility and shall also comply with Section 2304.3.
(Reason: Allows a facility to apply the attended and unattended requirements of the code when both are
potentially applicable.)

**Section 2401.2; delete this section.
(Reason: This section eliminates such booths from all compliance with Chapter 15 including, but not
limited to: size, ventilation, fire protection, construction, etc. If the product utilized is changed to a more
flammable substance, the lack of compliance with Chapter 15 could result in significant fire or deflagration
and subsequent life safety hazard.)
***Table 3206.2, footnote j; change text to read as follows:
j. Not required Where storage areas are protected by either early suppression fast response (ESFR)
sprinkler systems or control mode special application sprinklers with a response time index of 50 (m • s)
1/2 or less that are listed to control a fire in the stored commodities with 12 or fewer sprinklers, installed
in accordance with NFPA 13, manual smoke and heat vents or manually activated engineered
mechanical smoke exhaust systems shall be required within these areas.
(Reason: Allows the fire department to control the smoke and heat during and after a fire event, while
ensuring proper operation of the sprinkler protection provided. Also, gives an alternative to smoke and
heat vents.)
**Section 3310.1; add sentence to end of paragraph to read as follows:
When fire apparatus access roads are required to be installed for any structure or development, they shall
be approved prior to the time at which construction has progressed beyond completion of the foundation
of any structure.
(Reason: Reference requirement of Section 501.4.)
**Section 5601.1.3; change to read as follows:
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5601.1.3 Fireworks. The possession, manufacture, storage, sale, handling, and use of fireworks are
prohibited.
Exceptions:
1. Only when approved for fireworks displays, storage, and handling of fireworks as allowed in
Section 5604 and 5608.
2. Manufacture, assembly and testing of fireworks as allowed in Section 5605.
3.2. The use of fireworks for approved fireworks displays as allowed in Section 5608.
4.

The possession, storage, sale… {Delete remainder of text.}

(Reason: Restricts fireworks to approved displays only, which is consistent with regional practice. Such is
intended to help protect property owners and individuals from unintentional fireworks fires within the
jurisdiction, as well as to help protect individuals from fireworks injuries. It is noted that there has been a
change in the State Law to allow possession of unopened fireworks in certain areas of the vehicle, and it
is highly recommended that AHJ’s familiarize themselves with the applicable State Laws in this regard.)
**Section 5703.6; add a sentence to read as follows:
5703.6 Piping Systems. Piping systems, and their component parts, for flammable and combustible
liquids shall be in accordance with Sections 5703.6.1 through 5703.6.11. An approved method of
secondary containment shall be provided for underground tank and piping systems.
(Reason: Increased protection in response to underground leak problems and remediation difficulty in
underground applications. Coordinates with TCEQ requirements.)
**Section 5704.2.9.5; change Section 5704.2.9.5 and add Section 5704.2.9.5.3 to read as follows:
5704.2.9.5 Above-ground Tanks Inside of Buildings. Above-ground tanks inside of buildings shall
comply with Section 5704.2.9.5.1 and 5704.2.9.5.2 through 5704.2.9.5.3.
5704.2.9.5.1 {No change.}
5704.2.9.5.2 {No change.}
5704.2.9.5.3 Combustible Liquid Storage Tanks Inside of Buildings. The maximum aggregate
allowable quantity limit shall be 3,000 gallons (11 356 L) of Class II or III combustible liquid for storage in
protected aboveground tanks complying with Section 5704.2.9.7 when all of the following conditions are
met:
1. The entire 3,000 gallon (11 356 L) quantity shall be stored in protected above-ground tanks;
2. The 3,000 gallon (11 356 L) capacity shall be permitted to be stored in a single tank or multiple
smaller tanks;
3. The tanks shall be located in a room protected by an automatic sprinkler system complying with
Section 903.3.1.1; and
4. Tanks shall be connected to fuel-burning equipment, including generators, utilizing an approved
closed piping system.
The quantity of combustible liquid stored in tanks complying with this section shall not be counted towards
the maximum allowable quantity set forth in Table 5003.1.1(1), and such tanks shall not be required to be
located in a control area. Such tanks shall not be located more than two stories below grade.
(Reason: Relocated from exception to 603.3.2.1 as published, as per reason statement for deletion in that
section.)
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**Section 5704.2.11.4; add a sentence to read as follows:
5704.2.11.4 Leak Prevention. Leak prevention for underground tanks shall comply with Sections
5704.2.11.4.1 and 5704.2.11.5.2 through 5704.2.11.4.3. An approved method of secondary containment
shall be provided for underground tank and piping systems.
(Reason: Increased protection in response to underground leak problems and remediation difficulty in
underground applications.)
**Section 5704.2.11.4.2; change to read as follows:
5704.2.11.4.2 Leak Detection. Underground storage tank systems shall be provided with an approved
method of leak detection from any component of the system that is designed and installed in accordance
with NFPA 30 and as specified in Section 5704.2.11.4.3.
(Reason: Reference to IFC Section 5704.2.11.4.3 amendment.)
**Section 5704.2.11.4; add Section 5704.2.11.4.3 to read as follows:
5704.2.11.4.3 Observation Wells. Approved sampling tubes of a minimum 4 inches in diameter shall be
installed in the backfill material of each underground flammable or combustible liquid storage tank. The
tubes shall extend from a point 12 inches below the average grade of the excavation to ground level and
shall be provided with suitable surface access caps. Each tank site shall provide a sampling tube at the
corners of the excavation with a minimum of 4 tubes. Sampling tubes shall be placed in the product line
excavation within 10 feet of the tank excavation and one every 50 feet routed along product lines towards
the dispensers, a minimum of two are required.
(Reason: Provides an economical means of checking potential leaks at each tank site.)
**Section 6103.2.1; add Section 6103.2.1.8 to read as follows:
6103.2.1.8 Jewelry Repair, Dental Labs and Similar Occupancies. Where natural gas service is not
available, portable LP-Gas containers are allowed to be used to supply approved torch assemblies or
similar appliances. Such containers shall not exceed 20-pound (9.0 kg) water capacity. Aggregate
capacity shall not exceed 60-pound (27.2 kg) water capacity. Each device shall be separated from other
containers by a distance of not less than 20 feet.
(Reason: To provide a consistent and reasonable means of regulating the use of portable LP-Gas
containers in these situations. Reduces the hazard presented by portable containers when natural gas is
already available. Please note that current State Law does not allow for the enforcement of any rules
more stringent than that adopted by the State, so this amendment is only applicable as to the extent
allowed by that State Law.)
Section 6104.2, Exception; add an exception 2 to read as follows:
Exceptions:
1. {existing text unchanged}
2. Except as permitted in Sections 308 and 6104.3.2, LP-gas containers are not permitted in
residential areas.
(Reason: To provide a consistent and reasonable means of regulating the use LP-Gas containers.
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Reduces the hazard presented by such containers when natural gas is already available. References
regional amendment to IFC 6104.3.2. Please note that current State Law does not allow for the
enforcement of any rules more stringent than that adopted by the State, so this amendment is only
applicable as to the extent allowed by that State Law.)
**Section 6104.3; add Section 6104.3.2 to read as follows:
6104.3.2 Spas, Pool Heaters, and Other Listed Devices. Where natural gas service is not available, an
LP-gas container is allowed to be used to supply spa and pool heaters or other listed devices. Such
container shall not exceed 250-gallon water capacity per lot. See Table 6104.3 for location of containers.
Exception: Lots where LP-gas can be off-loaded wholly on the property where the tank is located
may install up to 500 gallon above ground or 1,000 gallon underground approved containers.
(Reason: Allows for an alternate fuel source. Dwelling density must be considered and possibly factored
into zoning restrictions. Reduces the hazard presented by over-sized LP-Gas containers. Please note
that current State Law does not allow for the enforcement of any rules more stringent than that adopted
by the State, so this amendment is only applicable as to the extent allowed by that State Law.)
***Section 6107.4 and 6109.13; change to read as follows:
6107.4 Protecting Containers from Vehicles. Where exposed to vehicular damage due to proximity to
alleys, driveways or parking areas, LP-gas containers, regulators and piping shall be protected in
accordance with NFPA 58 Section 312.
6109.13 Protection of Containers. LP-gas containers shall be stored within a suitable enclosure or
otherwise protected against tampering. Vehicle impact protection shall be provided as required by Section
6107.4.
Exception: Vehicle impact protection shall not be required for protection of LP-gas containers
where the containers are kept in lockable, ventilated cabinets of metal construction.
(Reason: NFPA 58 does not provide substantial physical protection [it allows raised sidewalks, fencing,
ditches, parking bumpers as ‘vehicle barrier protection’] of the container(s) from vehicular impact as is
required and has been required historically, as per Section 312, i.e. bollard protection. Further, the
exception to Section 6109.13 would allow for portable containers in ventilated metal cabinets to not
require any physical protection whatsoever from vehicular impact, regardless of the location of the
containers. Please note that current State Law does not allow for the enforcement of any rules more
stringent than that adopted by the State, so this amendment is only applicable as to the extent allowed by
that State Law.)
*** {Applicable to those jurisdictions adopting Appendix B}
Table B105.2; change footnote a. to read as follows:
a. The reduced fire-flow shall be not less than 1,000 1,500 gallons per minute.
(Reason: The minimum fire-flow of 1,500 gpm for other than one- and two- family dwellings has existed
since the 2000 edition of the IFC, as well as the Uniform Fire Code before that. Little to no technical
justification was provided for the proposed code change at the code hearings. The board believes that the
already-allowed 75 percent reduction in required fire-flow for the provision of sprinkler protection is
already a significant trade-off. The minimum 1,500 gpm is not believed to be overly stringent for the vast
majority of public water works systems in this region, especially since it has existed as the requirement for
so many years. Further, the continued progression of trading off more and more requirements in the
codes for the provision of sprinkler protection has made these systems extremely operation-critical to the
safety of the occupants and properties in question. In other words, should the sprinkler system fail for
any reason, the fire-flow requirements drastically increase from that anticipated with a sprinkler-controlled
fire scenario.
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Recommended Amendments to the
2015 International Fuel Gas Code
North Central Texas Council of Governments Region
The following sections, paragraphs, and sentences of the 2015 International Fuel Gas Code are hereby
amended as follows: Standard type is text from the IFGC. Underlined type is text inserted. Lined through
type is deleted text from IFGC. A double asterisk at the beginning of a section identifies an amendment
carried over from the 2012 edition of the code and a triple asterisk identifies a new or revised amendment
with the 2015 code.

**Section 101.2
{Local amendments to Section 101.2 may be necessary to correspond with the State Plumbing
Licensing Law.}

**Section 102.2; add an exception to read as follows:
Exception: Existing dwelling units shall comply with Section 621.2.
(Reason: Previous code provisions made unvented heater provisions retroactive except as provided for
in local amendment. This amendment and amendment to IFGC 621.2 better clarify what the code
already states: existing systems may stay unless considered unsafe.)
**Section 102.8; change to read as follows:
102.8 Referenced codes and standards. The codes and standards referenced in this code shall be
those that are listed in Chapter 8 and such codes, when specifically adopted, and standards shall be
considered part of the requirements of this code to the prescribed extent of each such reference. Where
differences occur between provisions of this code and the referenced standards, the provisions of this
code shall apply. Whenever amendments have been adopted to the referenced codes and standards,
each reference to said code and standard shall be considered to reference the amendments as well. Any
reference to NFPA 70 or the ICC Electrical Code shall mean the Electrical Code as adopted.
(Reason: Legal wording to recognize locally adopted codes and amendments adopted with referenced
codes.)
**Section 306.3; change to read as follows:
[M] 306.3 Appliances in attics. Attics containing appliances shall be provided . . . {bulk of paragraph
unchanged} . . . side of the appliance. The clear access opening dimensions shall be a minimum of 20
inches by 30 inches (508 mm by 762 mm), and or larger where such dimensions are not large enough to
allow removal of the largest appliance. A walkway to an appliance shall be rated as a floor as approved
by the building official. As a minimum, for access to the attic space, provide one of the following:
1. A permanent stair.
2. A pull down stair with a minimum 300 lb (136 kg) capacity.
3. An access door from an upper floor level.
4. Access Panel may be used in lieu of items 1, 2, and 3 with prior approval of the code official due
to building conditions.
Exceptions:
1. The passageway and level service space are not required where the appliance is
capable of being serviced and removed through the required opening.

North Central Texas Council of Governments

1

As of August 2015 IFGC Amendments

2. Where the passageway is not less than … {bulk of section to read the same}.
(Reason: To provide a safe means of accessibility to appliances in attics and to allow for different types
of construction limitations. Consistent with regional amendment to IMC 306.3.)
**Section 306.5; change to read as follows:
[M] 306.5 Equipment and appliances on roofs or elevated structures. Where equipment requiring
access or appliances are located on an elevated structure or the roof of a building such that personnel will
have to climb higher than 16 feet (4877 mm) above grade to access, an a permanent interior or exterior
means of access shall be provided. Permanent exterior ladders providing roof access need not extend
closer than 8 12 feet (2438 mm) to the finish grade or floor level below and shall extend to the equipment
and appliances' level service space. Such access shall . . . {bulk of section to read the same}. . . on roofs
having a slope greater than 4 units vertical in 12 units horizontal (33-percent slope). ... {bulk of section to
read the same}.
(Reason: To assure safe access to roof appliances. Consistent with IMC amendments.)
**Section 306.5.1; change to read as follows:
[M] 306.5.1 Sloped roofs. Where appliances, equipment, fans or other components that require service
are installed on a roof having a slope of 3 units vertical in 12 units horizontal (25-percent slope) or greater
and having an edge more than 30 inches (762 mm) above grade at such edge, a catwalk at least 16
inches in width with substantial cleats spaced not more than 16 inches apart shall be provided from the
roof access to a level platform at the appliance. The level platform shall be provided on each side of the
appliance to which access is required for service, repair or maintenance. The platform shall be not less
than 30 inches (762 mm) in any dimension and shall be provided with guards. The guards shall extend
not less than 42 inches (1067 mm) above the platform, shall be constructed so as to prevent the passage
of a 21-inch-diameter (533 mm) sphere and shall comply with the loading requirements for guards
specified in the International Building Code.
(Reason: To assure safe access to roof appliances. Consistent with IMC amendments.)
**Section 306; add Section 306.7 with exception and subsection 306.7.1 to read as follows:
306.7 Water heaters above ground or floor. When the attic, roof, mezzanine or platform in which a
water heater is installed is more than eight (8) feet (2438 mm) above the ground or floor level, it shall be
made accessible by a stairway or permanent ladder fastened to the building.

(Reason: To provide more stringent safe access to water heaters. Consistent with regional amendments
to IPC 502.5 and IMC 306.6.)
**Section 401.5; add a second paragraph to read as follows:
Both ends of each section of medium pressure gas piping shall identify its operating gas pressure with
an approved tag. The tags are to be composed of aluminum or stainless steel and the following wording
shall be stamped into the tag:
"WARNING
1/2 to 5 psi gas pressure
Do Not Remove"
(Reason: To protect homeowners and plumbers.)
**Section 402.3; add an exception to read as follows:
Exception: Corrugated stainless steel tubing (CSST) shall be a minimum of 1/2" ( 18 EHD).
(Reason: Pipe less than 1/2" has a history in this region of causing whistling.)
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**Section 404.12; change to read as follows:
404.12 Minimum burial depth. Underground piping systems shall be installed a minimum depth of 12 18
inches (305 458 mm) top of pipe below grade, except as provided for in Section 404.12.1.
(Reason: To provide increased protection to piping systems and address reference number change.)
**Section 406.1; change to read as follows:
406.1 General. Prior to acceptance and initial operation, all piping installations shall be inspected and
pressure tested to determine that the materials, design, fabrication, and installation practices comply with
the requirements of this code. The permit holder shall make the applicable tests prescribed in Sections
406.1.1 through 406.1.5 to determine compliance with the provisions of this code. The permit holder shall
give reasonable advance notice to the code official when the piping system is ready for testing. The
equipment, material, power and labor necessary for the inspections and test shall be furnished by the
permit holder and the permit holder shall be responsible for determining that the work will withstand the
test pressure prescribed in the following tests.
(Reason: To utilize language used in the IPC regarding who is responsible for testing procedures.)
**Section 406.4; change to read as follows:
406.4 Test pressure measurement. Test pressure shall be measured with a monometer or with a
pressure-measuring device designed and calibrated to read, record, or indicate a pressure loss caused
by leakage during the pressure test period. The source of pressure shall be isolated before the pressure
tests are made. Mechanical gauges used to measure test pressures shall have a range such that the
highest end of the scale is not greater than five times the test pressure.
(Reason: To require the use of more accurate diaphragm gauges. Spring gauges do not provide
accurate measurement below approximately 17 psig.)
**Section 406.4.1; change to read as follows:
406.4.1 Test pressure. The test pressure to be used shall be no less than 1 1/2 times the proposed
maximum working pressure, but no less than 3 3 psig (20 kPa gauge), or at the discretion of the Code
Official, the piping and valves may be tested at a pressure of at least six (6) inches (152 mm) of mercury,
measured with a manometer or slope gauge. irrespective of design pressure. Where the test pressure
exceeds 125 psig (862 kPa gauge), the test pressure shall not exceed a value that produces a hoop
stress in the piping greater than 50 percent of the specified minimum yield strength of the pipe. For tests
requiring a pressure of 3 psig, diaphragm gauges shall utilize a dial with a minimum diameter of three and
one half inches (3 ½”), a set hand, 1/10 pound incrementation and pressure range not to exceed 6 psi for
tests requiring a pressure of 3 psig. For tests requiring a pressure of 10 psig, diaphragm gauges shall
utilize a dial with a minimum diameter of three and one-half inches (3 ½”), a set hand, a minimum of 2/10
pound incrementation and a pressure range not to exceed 20 psi. For welded piping, and for piping
carrying gas at pressures in excess of fourteen (14) inches water column pressure (3.48 kPa) (1/2 psi)
and less than 200 inches of water column pressure (52.2 kPa) (7.5 psi), the test pressure shall not be
less than ten (10) pounds per square inch (69.6 kPa). For piping carrying gas at a pressure that exceeds
200 inches of water column (52.2 kPa) (7.5 psi), the test pressure shall be not less than one and one-half
times the proposed maximum working pressure.
Diaphragm gauges used for testing must display a current calibration and be in good working condition.
The appropriate test must be applied to the diaphragm gauge used for testing.
(Reason: To provide for lesser pressures to coordinate with the use of more accurate diaphragm
gauges.)
**Section 406.4.2; change to read as follows:
406.4.2 Test duration. Test duration shall be held for a length of time satisfactory to the Code Official,
but in no case for less than fifteen (15) minutes. For welded piping, and for piping carrying gas at
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pressures in excess of fourteen (14) inches water column pressure (3.48 kPa), the test duration shall be
held for a length of time satisfactory to the Code Official, but in no case for less than thirty (30) minutes.
(Delete remainder of section.)
(Reason: To comply with accepted regional practices.)
**Section 409.1; add Section 409.1.4 to read as follows:
409.1.4 Valves in CSST installations. Shutoff valves installed with corrugated stainless steel (CSST)
piping systems shall be supported with an approved termination fitting, or equivalent support, suitable for
the size of the valves, of adequate strength and quality, and located at intervals so as to prevent or damp
out excessive vibration but in no case greater than 12-inches from the center of the valve. Supports shall
be installed so as not to interfere with the free expansion and contraction of the system's piping, fittings,
and valves between anchors. All valves and supports shall be designed and installed so they will not be
disengaged by movement of the supporting piping.
(Reason: To provide proper security to CSST valves. These standards were established in this region in
1999 when CSST was an emerging technology.)
**Section 410.1; add a second paragraph and exception to read as follows:
Access to regulators shall comply with the requirements for access to appliances as specified in Section
306.
Exception: A passageway or level service space is not required when the regulator is capable of
being serviced and removed through the required attic opening.
(Reason: To require adequate access to regulators.)
**Section 621.2; add exception as follows:
621.2 Prohibited use. One or more unvented room heaters shall not be used as the sole source of
comfort heating in a dwelling unit.
Exception: Existing approved unvented heaters may continue to be used in dwelling units, in
accordance with the code provisions in effect when installed, when approved by the Code Official
unless an unsafe condition is determined to exist as described in Section 108.7.
(Reason: Gives code official discretion.)

END
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Recommended Amendments to the
2015 International Mechanical Code
North Central Texas Council of Governments Region
The following sections, paragraphs, and sentences of the 2015 International Mechanical Code (IMC) are
hereby amended as follows: Standard type is text from the IMC. Underlined type is text inserted. Lined
through type is deleted text from the IMC. A double asterisk at the beginning of a section identifies an
amendment carried over from the 2012 edition of the code and a triple asterisk identifies a new or revised
amendment with the 2015 edition of the code.
Note: Historically the North Central Texas Council of Governments (NCTCOG) has limited Chapter 1
amendments in order to allow each city to insert their local policies and procedures. We now have
suggested certain items to be brought to the attention of cities considering adoption of the code that may
be of concern to several jurisdictions. It is still intended to be discretionary to each city to determine
which Chapter 1 amendments to include.

**Section 102.8; change to read as follows:
102.8 Referenced Codes and Standards. The codes and standards referenced herein shall be those that
are listed in Chapter 15 and such codes, when specifically adopted, and standards shall be considered part
of the requirements of this code to the prescribed extent of each such reference. Where differences occur
between provisions of this code and the referenced standards, the provisions of this code shall
apply. Whenever amendments have been adopted to the referenced codes and standards, each reference
to said code and standard shall be considered to reference the adopted amendments. Any reference to
NFPA 70 or the National Electrical Code (NEC) shall mean the Electrical Code as adopted.
(Reason: Legal wording to recognize locally adopted codes and amendments adopted with referenced
codes.)
**Section 306.3; change to read as follows:
306.3 Appliances in Attics. Attics containing appliances shall be provided . . . {bulk of paragraph
unchanged} . . . side of the appliance. The clear access opening dimensions shall be a minimum of
20 inches by 30 inches (508 mm by 762 mm), or larger where such dimensions are not large enough to
allow removal of the largest appliance. A walkway to an appliance shall be rated as a floor as approved by
the building official. As a minimum, for access to the attic space, provide one of the following:
1. A permanent stair.
2. A pull down stair with a minimum 300 lb. (136 kg) capacity.
3. An access door from an upper floor level.
4. Access Panel may be used in lieu of items 1, 2, and 3 with prior approval of the code official due to
building conditions.
Exceptions:
1. The passageway and level service space are not required where the appliance is capable
of being serviced and removed… {remainder of section unchanged}
(Reason: To provide a safe means of accessibility to appliances in attics and to allow for different types of
construction limitations. Consistent with regional amendment to International Fuel and gas Code (IFGC)
306.3.)
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**Section 306.5; change to read as follows:
306.5 Equipment and Appliances on Roofs or Elevated Structures. Where equipment requiring access
or appliances are located on an elevated structure or the roof of a building such that personnel will have to
climb higher than 16 feet (4877 mm) above grade to access, an a permanent interior or exterior means of
access shall be provided. Permanent exterior ladders providing roof access need not extend closer than
8 12 feet (2438 mm) to the finish grade or floor level below and shall extend to the equipment and
appliances' level service space. Such access shall . . . {bulk of section to read the same} . . . on roofs
having a slope greater than 4 units vertical in 12 units horizontal (33-percent slope). ... {bulk of section to
read the same}.
(Reason: To assure safe access to roof appliances and provide a greater level of security for equipment
locate more than 16 feet above grade. Consistent with IFGC amendments.)
**Section 306.5.1; change to read as follows:
306.5.1 Sloped Roofs. Where appliances, equipment, fans or other components that require service are
installed on a roof having a slope of 3 units vertical in 12 units horizontal (25-percent slope) or greater and
having an edge more than 30 inches (762 mm) above grade at such edge, a catwalk at least 16 inches in
width with substantial cleats spaced not more than 16 inches apart shall be provided from the roof access
to a level platform at the appliance. The level platform shall be provided on each side of the appliance to
which access is required for service, repair or maintenance. The platform shall be not less than 30 inches
(762 mm) in any dimension and shall be provided with guards. The guards shall extend not less than 42
inches (1067 mm) above the platform, shall be constructed so as to prevent the passage of a 21-inchdiameter (533 mm) sphere and shall comply with the loading requirements for guards specified in the
International Building Code.
(Reason: To assure safe access to roof appliances. Consistent with IFGC amendments.)
**Section 306; add Section 306.6 to read as follows:
306.6 Water Heaters Above Ground or Floor. When the mezzanine or platform in which a water heater
is installed is more than eight (8) feet (2438 mm) above the ground or floor level, it shall be made accessible
by a stairway or permanent ladder fastened to the building.
Exception: A maximum 10 gallon water heater (or larger with approval) is capable of being accessed
through a lay-in ceiling and the water heater installed is not more than ten (10) feet (3048 mm) above
the ground or floor level and may be reached with a portable ladder.
(Reason: To provide safe access to water heaters and to provide lighting and receptacle for maintenance
of equipment. Consistent with regional amendments to IFGC 306.7 and International Plumbing Code (IPC)
502.5.)
**Section 307.2.3; amend item 2 to read as follows:
2. A separate overflow drain line shall be connected to the drain pan provided with the equipment. Such
overflow drain shall discharge to a conspicuous point of disposal to alert occupants in the event of a
stoppage of the primary drain. The overflow drain line shall connect to the drain pan at a higher level
than the primary drain connection. However, the conspicuous point shall not create a hazard such as
dripping over a walking surface or other areas so as to create a nuisance.
(Reason: Greater specificity in prohibited locations for condensate discharge. Consistent with regional
amendment to IPC 314.2.1.)
**Section 403.2.1; add an item 5 to read as follows:
5. Toilet rooms within private dwellings that contain only a water closet, lavatory, or combination thereof
may be ventilated with an approved mechanical recirculating fan or similar device designed to remove
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odors from the air.
(Reason: Consistent with common regional practice. Consistent with regional amendment to International
Residential Code (IRC) R303.3.)
**Section 501.3; add an exception to read as follows:
501.3 Exhaust Discharge. The air removed by every mechanical exhaust system shall be discharged
outdoors at a point where it will not cause a public nuisance and not less than the distances specified in
Section 501.3.1. The air shall be discharged to a location from which it cannot again be readily drawn in by
a ventilating system. Air shall not be exhausted into an attic, crawl space, or be directed onto walkways.
Exceptions:
1. Whole-house ventilation-type attic fans shall be permitted to discharge into the attic space of
dwelling units having private attics.
2. Commercial cooking recirculating systems.
3. Where installed in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions and where mechanical or
natural ventilation is otherwise provided in accordance with Chapter 4, listed and labeled
domestic ductless range hoods shall not be required to discharge to the outdoors.
4. Toilet room exhaust ducts may terminate in a warehouse or shop area when infiltration of
outside air is present.
(Reason: Provide a reasonable alternative in areas where a large volume of outside air is present.)
**Section 607.5.1; change to read as follows:
607.5.1 Fire Walls. Ducts and air transfer openings permitted in fire walls in accordance with Section
705.11 of the International Building Code shall be protected with listed fire dampers installed in accordance
with their listing. For hazardous exhaust systems see Section 510.1-510.9 IMC.
(Reason: Correspond with un-amended IBC 710.7.)

END
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Recommended Amendments to the
2015 International Mechanical Code
North Central Texas Council of Governments Region
The following sections, paragraphs, and sentences of the 2015 International Mechanical Code (IMC) are
hereby amended as follows: Standard type is text from the IMC. Underlined type is text inserted. Lined
through type is deleted text from the IMC. A double asterisk at the beginning of a section identifies an
amendment carried over from the 2012 edition of the code and a triple asterisk identifies a new or revised
amendment with the 2015 edition of the code.
Note: Historically the North Central Texas Council of Governments (NCTCOG) has limited Chapter 1
amendments in order to allow each city to insert their local policies and procedures. We now have
suggested certain items to be brought to the attention of cities considering adoption of the code that may
be of concern to several jurisdictions. It is still intended to be discretionary to each city to determine
which Chapter 1 amendments to include.

**Section 102.8; change to read as follows:
102.8 Referenced Codes and Standards. The codes and standards referenced herein shall be those that
are listed in Chapter 15 and such codes, when specifically adopted, and standards shall be considered part
of the requirements of this code to the prescribed extent of each such reference. Where differences occur
between provisions of this code and the referenced standards, the provisions of this code shall
apply. Whenever amendments have been adopted to the referenced codes and standards, each reference
to said code and standard shall be considered to reference the adopted amendments. Any reference to
NFPA 70 or the National Electrical Code (NEC) shall mean the Electrical Code as adopted.
(Reason: Legal wording to recognize locally adopted codes and amendments adopted with referenced
codes.)
**Section 306.3; change to read as follows:
306.3 Appliances in Attics. Attics containing appliances shall be provided . . . {bulk of paragraph
unchanged} . . . side of the appliance. The clear access opening dimensions shall be a minimum of
20 inches by 30 inches (508 mm by 762 mm), or larger where such dimensions are not large enough to
allow removal of the largest appliance. A walkway to an appliance shall be rated as a floor as approved by
the building official. As a minimum, for access to the attic space, provide one of the following:
1. A permanent stair.
2. A pull down stair with a minimum 300 lb. (136 kg) capacity.
3. An access door from an upper floor level.
4. Access Panel may be used in lieu of items 1, 2, and 3 with prior approval of the code official due to
building conditions.
Exceptions:
1. The passageway and level service space are not required where the appliance is capable
of being serviced and removed… {remainder of section unchanged}
(Reason: To provide a safe means of accessibility to appliances in attics and to allow for different types of
construction limitations. Consistent with regional amendment to International Fuel and gas Code (IFGC)
306.3.)
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**Section 306.5; change to read as follows:
306.5 Equipment and Appliances on Roofs or Elevated Structures. Where equipment requiring access
or appliances are located on an elevated structure or the roof of a building such that personnel will have to
climb higher than 16 feet (4877 mm) above grade to access, an a permanent interior or exterior means of
access shall be provided. Permanent exterior ladders providing roof access need not extend closer than
8 12 feet (2438 mm) to the finish grade or floor level below and shall extend to the equipment and
appliances' level service space. Such access shall . . . {bulk of section to read the same} . . . on roofs
having a slope greater than 4 units vertical in 12 units horizontal (33-percent slope). ... {bulk of section to
read the same}.
(Reason: To assure safe access to roof appliances and provide a greater level of security for equipment
locate more than 16 feet above grade. Consistent with IFGC amendments.)
**Section 306.5.1; change to read as follows:
306.5.1 Sloped Roofs. Where appliances, equipment, fans or other components that require service are
installed on a roof having a slope of 3 units vertical in 12 units horizontal (25-percent slope) or greater and
having an edge more than 30 inches (762 mm) above grade at such edge, a catwalk at least 16 inches in
width with substantial cleats spaced not more than 16 inches apart shall be provided from the roof access
to a level platform at the appliance. The level platform shall be provided on each side of the appliance to
which access is required for service, repair or maintenance. The platform shall be not less than 30 inches
(762 mm) in any dimension and shall be provided with guards. The guards shall extend not less than 42
inches (1067 mm) above the platform, shall be constructed so as to prevent the passage of a 21-inchdiameter (533 mm) sphere and shall comply with the loading requirements for guards specified in the
International Building Code.
(Reason: To assure safe access to roof appliances. Consistent with IFGC amendments.)
**Section 306; add Section 306.6 to read as follows:
306.6 Water Heaters Above Ground or Floor. When the mezzanine or platform in which a water heater
is installed is more than eight (8) feet (2438 mm) above the ground or floor level, it shall be made accessible
by a stairway or permanent ladder fastened to the building.
Exception: A maximum 10 gallon water heater (or larger with approval) is capable of being accessed
through a lay-in ceiling and the water heater installed is not more than ten (10) feet (3048 mm) above
the ground or floor level and may be reached with a portable ladder.
(Reason: To provide safe access to water heaters and to provide lighting and receptacle for maintenance
of equipment. Consistent with regional amendments to IFGC 306.7 and International Plumbing Code (IPC)
502.5.)
**Section 307.2.3; amend item 2 to read as follows:
2. A separate overflow drain line shall be connected to the drain pan provided with the equipment. Such
overflow drain shall discharge to a conspicuous point of disposal to alert occupants in the event of a
stoppage of the primary drain. The overflow drain line shall connect to the drain pan at a higher level
than the primary drain connection. However, the conspicuous point shall not create a hazard such as
dripping over a walking surface or other areas so as to create a nuisance.
(Reason: Greater specificity in prohibited locations for condensate discharge. Consistent with regional
amendment to IPC 314.2.1.)
**Section 403.2.1; add an item 5 to read as follows:
5. Toilet rooms within private dwellings that contain only a water closet, lavatory, or combination thereof
may be ventilated with an approved mechanical recirculating fan or similar device designed to remove
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odors from the air.
(Reason: Consistent with common regional practice. Consistent with regional amendment to International
Residential Code (IRC) R303.3.)
**Section 501.3; add an exception to read as follows:
501.3 Exhaust Discharge. The air removed by every mechanical exhaust system shall be discharged
outdoors at a point where it will not cause a public nuisance and not less than the distances specified in
Section 501.3.1. The air shall be discharged to a location from which it cannot again be readily drawn in by
a ventilating system. Air shall not be exhausted into an attic, crawl space, or be directed onto walkways.
Exceptions:
1. Whole-house ventilation-type attic fans shall be permitted to discharge into the attic space of
dwelling units having private attics.
2. Commercial cooking recirculating systems.
3. Where installed in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions and where mechanical or
natural ventilation is otherwise provided in accordance with Chapter 4, listed and labeled
domestic ductless range hoods shall not be required to discharge to the outdoors.
4. Toilet room exhaust ducts may terminate in a warehouse or shop area when infiltration of
outside air is present.
(Reason: Provide a reasonable alternative in areas where a large volume of outside air is present.)
**Section 607.5.1; change to read as follows:
607.5.1 Fire Walls. Ducts and air transfer openings permitted in fire walls in accordance with Section
705.11 of the International Building Code shall be protected with listed fire dampers installed in accordance
with their listing. For hazardous exhaust systems see Section 510.1-510.9 IMC.
(Reason: Correspond with un-amended IBC 710.7.)

END
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Recommended Amendments to the
2015 International Plumbing Code
North Central Texas Council of Governments Region
The following sections, paragraphs, and sentences of the 2015 International Plumbing Code are hereby
amended as follows: Standard type is text from the IPC. Underlined type is text inserted. Lined through type
is deleted text from the IPC. A double asterisk at the beginning of a section identifies an amendment carried
over from the 2012 edition of the code and a triple asterisk identifies a new or revised amendment with the
2015 edition of the code.
Note: Historically NCTCOG has limited Chapter 1 amendments in order to allow each city to insert their
local policies and procedures. We now have suggested certain items to be brought to the attention of cities
considering adoption of the code that may be of concern to several jurisdictions. It is still intended to be
discretionary to each city to determine which Chapter 1 amendments to include.

**Table of Contents, Chapter 7, Section 714; change to read as follows:
714

Engineered Computerized Drainage Design . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69

(Reason: Editorial change to make compatible with amendment to Section 714.1.)

**Section 102.8; change to read as follows:
102.8 Referenced codes and standards. The codes and standards referenced in this code shall be
those that are listed in Chapter 15 and such codes, when specifically adopted, and standards shall be
considered as part of the requirements of this code to the prescribed extent of each such reference.
Where the differences occur between provisions of this code and the referenced standards, the
provisions of this code shall be the minimum requirements. Whenever amendments have been
adopted to the referenced codes and standards, each reference to said code and standard shall be
considered to reference the adopted amendments. Any reference to NFPA 70 or the National Electrical
Code (NEC) shall mean the Electrical Code as adopted.
(Reason: Legal wording to recognize locally adopted codes and amendments adopted with referenced
codes.)

**Sections 106.6.2 and 106.6.3; change to read as follows:
106.6.2 Fee schedule. The fees for all plumbing work shall be as indicated in the following
schedule: (JURISDICTION TO INSERT APPROPRIATE SCHEDULE) adopted by resolution of the
governing body of the jurisdiction.
106.6.3 Fee Refunds. The code official shall establish a policy for authorize authorizing the refunding of
fees as follows. {Delete balance of section}
(Reason: This calls to attention of local jurisdictions considering adoption that they need a fee schedule
and a refund policy.)

**Section 109; delete entire section and insert the following:
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SECTION 109
MEANS OF APPEAL
109.1 Application for appeal. Any person shall have the right to appeal a decision of the code official
to the board of appeals established by ordinance. The board shall be governed by the enabling
ordinance.
(Reason: Most jurisdictions already have an ordinance establishing and governing an appeals board for
this code. This also calls to the attention of jurisdictions not having such a board that it needs to be
established.)

**Section 305.4.1; change to read as follows:
305.4.1 Sewer depth. Building sewers that connect to private sewage disposal systems shall be
a minimum of [number] inches (mm) below finished grade at the point of septic tank connection. Building
sewers shall be a minimum of 12 inches (304 mm) below grade.
(Reason: Provides sewer depth that is common in this region. Deleted reference to private sewage
disposal because a private sewage disposal code is not typically adopted in this region.)

**Section 305.7; change to read as follows:
305.7 Protection of components of plumbing system. Components of a plumbing system
installed within 3 feet along alleyways, driveways, parking garages or other locations in a manner in which
they could be exposed to damage shall be recessed into the wall or otherwise protected in an approved
manner.
(Reason: Provide a common cutoff point to designate a general separation distance at which plumbing
systems should be safe for consistency in enforcement.)

**Section 314.2.1; change to read as follows:
314.2.1 Condensate disposal. Condensate from all cooling coils and evaporators shall be conveyed
from the drain pan outlet to an approved place of disposal. ... {text unchanged} ... Condensate shall not
discharge into a street, alley, sidewalk, rooftop, or other areas so as to cause a nuisance.
(Reason: Greater specificity in prohibited locations for condensate discharge. It is the intent of this
amendment to send condensate discharge into a sanitary sewer drain. Consistent with regional
amendment to IMC 307.2.1.)

**Section 409.2; change to read as follows:
409.2 Water connection. The water supply to a commercial dishwashing machine shall be protected
against backflow by an air gap or backflow preventer in accordance with Section 608. (Remainder of
section unchanged)
North Central Texas Council of Governments
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(Reason: Domestic dishwashing machines would be difficult to enforce and should already come
equipped with backflow preventers. Consistent with regional amendments in IPC Section 608.)

**Section 412.4; change to read as follows:
412.4 Required location for floor drains Public laundries and central washing
facilities. Floor drains shall be installed in the following areas.
1. In public coin-operated laundries and in the central washing facilities of multiple family dwellings,
the rooms containing automatic clothes washers shall be provided with floor drains located to
readily drain the entire floor area. Such drains shall have a minimum outlet of not less than 3
inches (76 mm) in diameter.
2. Commercial kitchens. In lieu of floor drains in commercial kitchens, the code official may
accept floor sinks.
3. Public restrooms.
(Reason: To make more compatible with local health code practices.)

**Section 419.3; change to read as follows:
419.3 Surrounding material. Wall and floor space to a point 2 feet (610 mm) in front of a urinal lip and 4
feet (1219 mm) above the floor and at least 2 feet (610 mm) to each side of the urinal shall be
waterproofed with a smooth, readily cleanable, hard, nonabsorbent material.
(Reason: Match un-amended IBC 1210.2.2.)

***Section 502.3; change to read as follows:
502.3 Appliances in attics. Attics containing a water heater shall be provided . . . {bulk of paragraph
unchanged} . . . side of the water heater. The clear access opening dimensions shall be a minimum of 20
inches by 30 inches (508 mm by 762 mm), or larger where such dimensions be not less than 20 inches
by 30 inches(508mm by 762mm) where such dimensions are large enough to allow removal of the water
heater. A walkway to an appliance shall be rated as a floor as approved by the building official. As
a minimum, for access to the attic space, provide one of the following:
1. A permanent stair.

2. A pull down stair with a minimum 300 lb (136 kg) capacity.
3. An access door from an upper floor level.
4. Access Panel may be used in lieu of items 1, 2, and 3 with prior approval of the code
official due to building conditions.
Exceptions:
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1. The passageway and level service space are not required where the appliance is capable
of being serviced and removed… {remainder of section unchanged}
(Reason: To provide a safe means of accessibility to appliances in attics and to allow for different types
of construction limitations. Consistent with regional amendment to IMC and IFGC)

**Section 502.6; add Section 502.6 to read as follows:
502.6 Water heaters above ground or floor. When the attic, roof, mezzanine or platform in which
a water heater is installed is more than eight (8) feet (2438 mm) above the ground or floor level, it shall
be made accessible by a stairway or permanent ladder fastened to the building.
Exception: A max 10 gallon water heater (or larger with approval) is capable of being
accessed through a lay-in ceiling and a water heater is installed is not more than ten (10) feet
(3048 mm) above the ground or floor level and may be reached with a portable ladder.

(Reason: To provide safe access to water heaters. (Consistent with regional amendments to IFGC 306.7
and IMC 306.3. Note reference to amendment above.)

**Section 504.6; change to read as follows:
504.6 Requirements for discharge piping. The discharge piping serving a pressure relief valve,
temperature relief valve or combination thereof shall:
1. Not be directly connected to the drainage system.
2. Discharge through an air gap. located in the same room as the water heater.
3. Not be smaller than the diameter of the outlet of the valve served and shall discharge full size to
the air gap.
4. Serve a single relief device and shall not connect to piping serving any other relief device or
equipment.
Exception: Multiple relief devices may be installed to a single T & P discharge piping
system when approved by the administrative authority and permitted by the manufactures
installation instructions and installed with those instructions.
5. Discharge to the floor, to an indirect waste receptor or to the outdoors.
6. Discharge in a manner that does not cause personal injury or structural damage.
7. Discharge to a termination point that is readily observable by the building occupants.
8. Not be trapped.
9. Be installed so as to flow by gravity.
10. Terminate not more than 6 inches above and not less than two times the discharge pipe diameter
above the floor or flood level rim of the waste receptor.
North Central Texas Council of Governments
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11. Not have a threaded connection at the end of such piping.
12. Not have valves or tee fittings.
13. Be constructed of those materials listed in Section 605.4 or materials tested, rated and approved
for such use in accordance with ASME A112.4.1.
(Reason: To provide a higher degree of safety.)

***Section 504.7.1; change to read as follows:
Section 504.7.1 Pan size and drain to read as follows: The pan shall be not less than 11/2 inches (38
mm) in depth and shall be of sufficient size and shape to receive all dripping or condensate from the tank
or water heater. The pan shall be drained by an indirect waste pipe having a diameter of not less than 3/4
inch (19 mm). Piping for safety pan drains shall be of those materials listed in Table 605.4. Multiple pan
drains may terminate to a single discharge piping system when approved by the administrative authority
and permitted by the manufactures installation instructions and installed with those instructions.

**Section 604.4; add Section 604.4.1 to read as follows:
604.4.1 State maximum flow rate. Where the State mandated maximum flow rate is more
restrictive than those of this section, the State flow rate shall take precedence.
(Reason: To recognize State standards.)

**Section 606.1; delete items #4 and #5.
(Reason: The code is too restrictive as written.)

**Section 606.2; change to read as follows:
606.2 Location of shutoff valves. Shutoff valves shall be installed in the following locations:
1. On the fixture supply to each plumbing fixture other than bathtubs and showers in one- and
twofamily residential occupancies, and other than in individual sleeping units that are provided
with unit shutoff valves in hotels, motels, boarding houses and similar occupancies.
2. On the water supply pipe to each sillcock.
3. On the water supply pipe to each appliance or mechanical equipment.

(Reason: To provide shut-off valves to every fixture.)

**Section 608.1; change to read as follows:
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608.1 General. A potable water supply system shall be designed, installed and maintained in such a
manner so as to prevent contamination from non-potable liquids, solids or gases being introduced into the
potable water supply through cross-connections or any other piping connections to the system. Backflow
preventer applications shall conform to applicable local regulations, Table 608.1, except and as
specifically stated in Sections 608.2 through 608.16.10.
(Reason: To recognize local requirements.)

**Section 608.16.5; change to read as follows:
608.16.5 Connections to lawn irrigation systems.
The potable water supply to lawn irrigation systems shall be protected against backflow by an
atmospheric-type vacuum breaker, a pressure-type vacuum breaker, a double-check assembly or a
reduced pressure principle backflow preventer. A valve shall not be installed downstream from an
atmospheric vacuum breaker. Where chemicals are introduced into the system, the potable water supply
shall be protected against backflow by a reduced pressure principle backflow preventer.
(Reason: To recognize regional practices.)

**Section 608.17; change to read as follows:
608.17 Protection of individual water supplies. An individual water supply shall be located and
constructed so as to be safeguarded against contamination in accordance with applicable
local regulations. Installation shall be in accordance with Sections 608.17.1 through 608.17.8.
(Reason: To allow local requirements to govern.)

**Section 610.1; add exception to read as follows:
610.1 General. New or repaired potable water systems shall be purged of deleterious matter and
disinfected prior to utilization. The method to be followed shall be that prescribed by the health authority
or water purveyor having jurisdiction or, in the absence of a prescribed method, the procedure described
in either AWWA C651 or AWWA C652, or as described in this section. This requirement shall apply to
“on-site” or “in-plant” fabrication of a system or to a modular portion of a system.
1. The pipe system shall be flushed with clean, potable water until dirty water does not appear at the
points of outlet.
2. The system or part thereof shall be filled with a water/chlorine solution containing at least 50 parts
per million (50 mg/L) of chlorine, and the system or part thereof shall be valved off and allowed to
stand for 24 hours; or the system or part thereof shall be filled with a water/chlorine solution
containing at least 200 parts per million (200 mg/L) of chlorine and allowed to stand for 3 hours.
3. Following the required standing time, the system shall be flushed with clean potable water until
the chlorine is purged from the system.
4. The procedure shall be repeated where shown by a bacteriological examination that
contamination remains present in the system.
Exception: With prior approval the Code Official may wave this requirement when
deemed un-necessary. by the Code Official.
North Central Texas Council of Governments
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(Reason: May not always be needed)

Section 703.6; Delete
(Reason: not a standard practice in this region)

***Section 704.5; added to read as follows:
704.5 Single stack fittings. Single stack fittings with internal baffle, PVC schedule 40 or cast iron
single stack shall be designed by a registered engineer and comply to a national recognized standard.
(Reason: to allow owners, installers, inspectors, and design professionals to ready identify product
markers to determine they meet all required standards.)

***Section 705.11.2; change to read as follows:
705.11.2 Solvent cementing. Joint surfaces shall be clean and free from moisture. A purple primer that
conforms to ASTM F 656 shall be applied. Solvent cement not purple in color and conforming to ASTM D
2564, CSA B137.3, CSA B181.2 or CSA B182.1 shall be applied to all joint surfaces. The joint shall be
made while the cement is wet and shall be in accordance with ASTM D 2855. Solvent cement joints shall
be permitted above or below ground.
Exception: A primer is not required where both of the following conditions apply:
1. The solvent cement used is third-party certified as conforming to ASTM D 2564
2. The solvent cement is used only for joining PVC drain, waste, and vent pipe
and fittings in not pressure applications in sizes up to and including 4 inches
(102mm) in diameter.
(Reasoning: to keep the “process of joining PVC pipe)

**Section 712.5; add Section 712.5 to read as follows:
712.5 Dual Pump System. All sumps shall be automatically discharged and, when in any “public
use” occupancy where the sump serves more than 10 fixture units, shall be provided with dual pumps
or ejectors arranged to function independently in case of overload or mechanical failure. For storm
drainage sumps and pumping systems, see Section 1113.
(Reason: To address dual pump system. To provide reference for storm drainage systems.)

**Section 714, 714.1; change to read as follows:
SECTION 714
ENGINEERED COMPUTERIZED DRAINAGE DESIGN
714.1 Design of drainage system. The sizing, design and layout of the drainage system shall
be permitted to be designed by a registered engineer using approved computer design methods.
North Central Texas Council of Governments
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(Reason: Code was too restrictive.)

***Section 804.2; added to read as follows:
804.2 Special waste pipe, fittings, and components. Pipes, fittings, and components receiving
or intended to receive the discharge of any fixture into which acid or corrosive chemicals are placed shall
be constructed of CPVC, high silicone iron, PP, PVDF, chemical resistant glass, or glazed ceramic
materials.
(Reason): To clarify the allowable materials which are specifically listed for chemical
drainage applications.

**Section 903.1; change to read as follows:
903.1 Roof extension. Open vent pipes that extend through a roof shall terminate not less than six (6)
inches (152 mm) above the roof. Where a roof is to be used for assembly or as a promenade, observation
deck, sunbathing deck or similar purposes, open vent pipes shall terminate not less than 7 feet (2134
mm) above the roof.
(Reason: To provide regional guideline on standard installation method for this area and address
reference number correction.)

**Section 917 Single stack vent system. Delete entire section.
(Reason: Not in conformance with regional practices.)

**Section 1002.10; delete.
(Reason: Texas State regulations cover plumbing in mental health centers. Consistent with regional
amendment to IPC 405.6.)

**Section 1003; see note below:)
{Until the Health and Water Departments of the area can coordinate a uniform grease interceptor section,
each city will have to modify this section individually.}

**Section 1101.8; change to read as follows:
1101.8 Cleanouts required. Cleanouts or manholes shall be installed in the building storm drainage
system and shall comply with the provisions of this code for sanitary drainage pipe cleanouts.
Exception: Subsurface drainage system
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(Reason: To specify that where cleanouts are only required. in the building.)

**Section 1106.1; change to read as follows:
1106.1 General. The size of the vertical conductors and leaders, building storm drains, building storm
sewers, and any horizontal branches of such drains or sewers shall be based on six (6) inches per
hour the 100-year hourly rainfall rate indicated in Figure 1106.1 or on other rainfall rates determined
from approved local weather data.
(Reason: Specify the roof drain size normally used in the area.)

**Section 1108.3; change to read as follows:
1108.3 Sizing of secondary drains. Secondary (emergency) roof drain systems shall be sized in
accordance with Section 1106 based on the rainfall rate for which the primary system is sized in
Figure 1106.1 or on other rainfall rates determined from approved local weather data. Scuppers shall be
sized to prevent the depth of ponding water from exceeding that for which the roof was designed as
determined by Section 1101.7. Scuppers shall not have an opening dimension of less than 4 inches (102
mm). The flow through the primary system shall not be considered when sizing the secondary roof drain
system.
(Reason: Specify that overflow drainage is to be the same size as the normal roof drains.)

**Section 1109; delete this section…

**Section 1202.1; delete Exception 2.
(Reason: State law already specifies that vacuum systems must comply with NFPA 99C.)

END
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Regional Guidance for Adoption of the
2015 International Swimming Pool and Spa Code
North Central Texas Council of Governments Region
The Regional Codes Coordinating Committee’s (RCCC) Building and Residential Advisory Board (BRAB)
conducted a review of the 2015 International Swimming Pool and Spa Code (ISPS). This review included input
from representatives of the pool and spa industry and a comparison to the Texas Department of State Health
Services Standards for Public Pools and Spas.
The RCCC suggests two options for local governments to consider for the 2015 ISPS Code.
Option 1: Guidance for cities that have not adopted the 2015 Code
A) Defer adoption until 2018, or
B) If a local government has not adopted the 2015 International Residential Code (IRC), the RCCC is
recommending that cities consider using the 2015 ISPS Code regional amendment package posted at
www.nctcog.org/envir/codes in place of adopting Appendix Q of the 2015 IRC.
Option 2: Guidance for cities that have adopted the 2015 Code
A) Do nothing further at this time, or
B) If a local government has already adopted the 2015 IRC, the RCCC is recommending
that in
2018, cities consider adopting the regional amendment package to the 2015 ISPS
Code in place of
Appendix Q of the 2018 IRC.
The 2015 ISPS Code regional amendments are attached to this Regional Guidance.
The regional code amendments and other documentation produced by the RCCC can be found at
www.nctcog.org/envir/codes.
For further information, contact the NCTCOG Environment and Development Department at:
North Central Texas Council of Governments
Department of Environment and Development
817-695-9210
eandd@nctcog.org
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Recommended Regional Amendments to the
2015 International Swimming Pool and Spa Code
North Central Texas Council of Governments Region
The following sections, paragraphs, and sentences of the 2015 International Swimming Pool and Spa Code
are hereby amended as follows: Standard type is text from the ISPSC. Underlined type is text inserted. Lined
through type is deleted text from ISPSC. A triple asterisk (***) identifies a new or revised amendment with the
2015 ISPSC code.

***Section 102.9; Change to read as follows:
Section 102.9 Other laws. The provisions of this code shall not be deemed to nullify any provisions of local,
state or federal law, to include but not limited to;
1. Texas Department of State Health Services (TDSHS); Standards for Public Pools and Spas;
§285.181 through §285.208, (TDSHS rules do not apply to pools serving one- and two family
dwellings).
2. Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation (TDLR); 2012 Texas Accessibility Standards (TAS),
TAS provide the scoping and technical requirements for accessibility for Swimming Pool, wading
pools and spas and shall comply with 2012 TAS, Section 242. (TAS rules do not apply to pools
serving one- and two family dwellings).
Exception: Elements regulated under Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation (TDLR) and
built in accordance with TDLR approved plans, including any variances or waivers granted by the
TDLR, shall be deemed to be in compliance with the requirements of this Chapter.
(Reason: To clarify specific Texas statutes which regulate public pools and spas.)

***Section 103.1; Change to read as follows:
Section 103.1 Creation of enforcement agency. The Department of Building Safety [INSERT OFFICIAL
BUILDING DEPARTMENT NAME OF JURSIDICTION] is hereby created and the official in charge thereof
shall be known as the code official. [INSERT HEALTH DEPARTMENT NAME OF JURSIDICTION] is
hereby created and the official in charge thereof shall be known as the code official for operation and
maintenance of any public swimming pool in accordance this code, local and state law.
(Reason: Reminder to be sure ordinance reads the same as designed by the City & the operation of
public pools is enforced through the City’s appropriate department procedure)

North Central Texas Council of Governments
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***Section 107.4; Delete entirely (covered by general provisions in Code of Ordinances):
107.4 Violation penalties. Any person who shall violate a provision of this code or shall fail to comply with any
of the requirements thereof or who shall erect, install, alter or repair an aquatic vessel in violation of the
approved construction documents or directive of the code official, or of a permit or certificate issued under the
provisions of this code, shall be guilty of a [SPECIFY OFFENSE], punishable by a fine of not more than
[AMOUNT] dollars or by imprisonment not exceeding [NUMBER OF DAYS], or both such fine and
imprisonment. Each day that a violation continues after due notice has been served shall be deemed a
separate offense.
(Reason: Covered by general provisions of the Code of Ordinances.)

***107.5; Change to read as follows:
107.5 Stop work orders. Upon notice from the code official, work on any system that is being done contrary to
the provisions of this code or in a dangerous or unsafe manner shall immediately cease. Such notice shall be
in writing and shall be given to the owner of the property, or to the owner’s agent, or to the person doing the
work. The notice shall state the conditions under which work is authorized to resume. Where an emergency
exists, the code official shall not be required to give a written notice prior to stopping the work. Any person who
shall continue any work in or about the structure after having been served with a stop work order, except such
work as that person is directed to perform to remove a violation or unsafe condition, shall be in violation of this
code. liable to a fine of not less than [AMOUNT] dollars or more than [AMOUNT] dollars.
(Reason: Covered by general provisions of the Municipal Code of Ordinances.)

***Section 202; DEFINITIONS; insert definition; change to read as follows:
[INSERT HEALTH DEPARTMENT NAME OF JURSIDICTION]: [INSERT HEALTH DEPARTMENT
NAME OF JURSIDICTION] regulates the operation of public pools. Routine inspections on pools and
spas open to the public are conducted to document compliance with the standards set forth in State law.
(Reason: The operation of public pools is enforced through [INSERT HEALTH DEPARTMENT
NAME OF JURSIDICTION] procedures.)

North Central Texas Council of Governments
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***Section 305; Change to read as follows:
305.1 General. The provisions of this section shall apply to the design of barriers for all aquatic vessels
These design controls are intended to provide protection against the potential drowning and near drowning by
restricting access to such vessels. These requirements provide an integrated level of protection against
potential drowning through the use of physical barriers and warning devices.
Exceptions:
1. In One- and two-family dwellings spas and hot tubs with a lockable safety cover that complies with ASTM
F 1346.
2. In One- and two-family dwellings swimming pools with a powered safety cover that complies with ASTM
F 1346.
(Reason: To clarify specific Texas statutes which regulate public pools and spas.)

***Section 305.2; Change to read as follows:
305.2 Outdoor swimming pools and spas. All outdoor aquatic vessels and indoor swimming pools shall be
surrounded by a barrier that complies with Sections 305.2.1 through 305.7 and in accordance with the Texas
Administrative Code, Texas Health and Safety Code 757 for public pools.
(Reason: To clarify specific Texas statutes which regulate public pools and spas.)

*** Add subsection 305.2.7.1: to read as follows:
305.2.7.1 Chain link fencing prohibited. Chain link fencing is not permitted as a barrier in public pools built
after January 1, 1994.
(Reason: To clarify specific Texas Health and Safety Code Chapter 757.003 (f))

***Section 305.4 structure wall as a barrier. Changes as follows:
305.4 Structure wall as a barrier. Where a wall of a dwelling or structure of a one and two family dwelling or
its accessory structure serves as part of a barrier and where doors or windows provide direct access to the
pool or spa through that wall, one of the following shall be required:
1. Unchanged
2. Unchanged
3. Unchanged
The wall of a building with windows in accordance with 2015 International Building Code, Section 1030 in a
Group R2 occupancies shall not be used as part of pool enclosure. Other windows that are part of a pool yard
enclosure shall be permanently closed and unable to be opened for public pools.
(Reason: To clarify specific Texas Health and Safety Code Chapter 757.007 & 2015 IBC, Section 1030).
North Central Texas Council of Governments
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***Section 305.6: Change to read as follows:
305.6 Natural barriers used in a one and two family dwelling. In the case where the vessel area abuts the
edge of a lake or other natural body of water, public access is not permitted or allowed along the shoreline, and
required barriers extend to and beyond the water’s edge a minimum of eighteen (18) inches, a barrier is not
required between the natural body of water shoreline and the vessel.
(Reason: Specific Texas statutes do not allow the use of natural barriers in lieu of fencing for public pools per
Chapter 757.003).

***Section 307.9 Accessibility. Add exception to Section to 307.9 as follows:
Exception: Components of projects regulated by and registered with Architectural Barriers Division of
Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation shall be deemed to be in compliance with the requirements of
this chapter.
(Reason: To accommodate buildings regulated under state law. Further clarified in 2015 to mean
Components that are specifically addressed by TDLR shall be exempt.)

***Section 310: Change to read as follows:
310.1 General. Suction entrapment avoidance for aquatic vessels shall be provided in accordance with APSP
7 or for public swimming pools in accordance with State of Texas Rules for Public Swimming Pools and Spas,
Title 25 TAC Chapter 265 Subchapter L, Rule §265.190
[Remainder unchanged]
(Reason: To clarify specific Texas statutes which regulate public pools and spas)

***Section 313.7: Change to read as follows:
313.7 Emergency shutoff switch for spas and hot tubs. An emergency shutoff switch shall be provided to
disconnect all power to recirculation and jet system pumps and air blowers. Emergency shutoff switches shall
be: provided with access; located within sight of the aquatic vessel and located not less than 5 feet (5')
horizontally from the inside walls of the aquatic vessel. A clearly labeled emergency shutoff or control switch
for the purpose of stopping the motor(s) that provide power to the recirculation system and jet system shall be
installed at a point readily accessible to the users and not less than 1.5 m (5 ft.) away, adjacent to, and within
sight of the spa or hot tub. This requirement shall not apply to one and two family dwellings.
Exception: Onground storable and permanent inground residential swimming pools.
(Reason: Language is from 2014 NEC Article 680.41.)
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*** Section 402.12; Change to read as follows:
402.12 Water envelopes. The minimum diving water envelopes shall be in accordance with Table 402.12
Texas department of State Health services, Administrative Code Title 25, Chapter 265, Section 186 (e)
and Figure: 25 TAC 256.186 (e) (6). (Delete Table 402.12 and Figure 402.12)
ADD: Figure: 25 TAC §265.186 (e) (6)
Maximum Diving Board Height Over Water
Max. Diving Board Length
Minimum Diving Board Overhang
D1 Minimum
D2 Minimum
D3 Minimum
L1 Minimum
L2 Minimum
L3 Minimum
L4 Minimum
L5 Minimum
H Minimum
From Plummet to Pool Wall at Side
From Plummet to Adjacent Plummet

¾ Meter
12 ft.
2 ft. 6 in.
8 ft. 6 in.
9 ft.
4 ft.
4 ft.
12 ft.
14 ft. 10 in.
30 ft. 10 in.
8 ft.
16 ft.
9 ft.
10 ft.

1 Meter
16 ft.
5 ft.
11 ft. 2 in.
10 ft. 10 in.
6 ft.
5 ft.
16 ft. 5 in.
13 ft. 2 in.
34 ft. 7 in.
10 ft.
16 ft.
10 ft.
10 ft.

3 Meters
16 ft.
5 ft.
12 ft. 2 in.
11 ft. 10 in.
6 ft.
5 ft.
19 ft. 9 in.
13 ft. 11 in.
38 ft. 8 in.
13 ft.
16 ft.
11 ft. 6 in.
10 ft.

H (Overhead
Obstruction or Ceiling)
2’6” Min.
Pt A

Pt. B

Pt. C

4’Min
.

11 Max

D1

4’6”
R 6’6”Typical
Min

D
3

D2

1

30º Max.
L2

L1

L3

10 Max Slope
Typical

L4
4’Min
4’Min

L5

10’
(1 Meter)

(Reason: To avoid conflict with 25 TAC Chapter 265)
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***Section 402.13: Change to read as follows:
402.13 Ladders for diving equipment. Ladders shall be provided with two grab rails or two handrails.
There shall be a uniform distance between ladder treads, with a 7 inch (178 mm minimum) distance and 12
inch (305 mm) maximum distance. Supports, platforms, steps, and ladders for diving equipment shall be
designed to carry the anticipated loads. Steps and ladders shall be of corrosion-resistant material, easily
cleanable and with slip-resistant tread;
Exception: The distance between treads for the top and bottom riser can vary.
(Reason: To avoid conflict with 25 TAC Chapter 265.186 (c)(8)(d).

***Section 411.2.1 & 411.2.2: Change to read as follows:
411.2.1 Tread dimensions and area. Treads shall have a minimum unobstructed horizontal depth (i.e.,
horizontal run) of 12 inches and a minimum width of 20 inches. not be less than 24 inches (607mm) at the
leading edge. Treads shall have an unobstructed surface area of not less than 240 square inches
(154838mm2) and an unobstructed horizontal depth of not less than10 inches (254 mm) at the center line.
411.2.2 Risers. Risers for steps shall have a maximum uniform height of 10 inches, with the bottom riser
height allowed to taper to zero except for the bottom riser, shall have a uniform height of not greater than
12 inches (305 mm) measured at the center line. The bottom riser height is allowed to vary to the floor.
(Reason: To avoid conflict with 25 TAC Chapter 265.186 (c)(7)(A)& (B)
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***Section 411.5.1 & 411.5.2: Change to read as follows:
411.5.1 Swimouts. Swimouts, located in either the deep or shallow area of a pool, shall comply
with all of the following:
1. Unchanged
2. Unchanged
3. Unchanged
4. The leading edge shall be visibly set apart and provided with a horizontal solid or broken stripe at least 1
inch wide on the top surface along the front leading edge of each step. This stripe shall be plainly visible to
persons on the pool deck. The stripe shall be a contrasting color to the background on which it is applied,
and the color shall be permanent in nature and shall be a slip-resistant surface
411.5.2 Underwater seats and benches. Underwater seats and benches, whether used alone
or in conjunction with pool stairs, shall comply with all of the following:
1. Unchanged
2. Unchanged
3. Unchanged
4. Unchanged
5. The leading edge shall be visually set apart and provided with a horizontal solid or broken stripe at least 1
inch wide on the top surface along the front leading edge of each step. This stripe shall be plainly visible to
persons on the pool deck. The stripe shall be a contrasting color to the background on which it is applied,
and the color shall be permanent in nature and shall be a slip-resistant surface.
6. Unchanged
7. Unchanged
(Reason: To avoid conflict with 25 TAC Chapter 265.184 (u) & 265.186 (c)(10)

***Section 603.2: Change to read as follows:
603.2 Class D-2 pools. Where a Class D-2 pool has a bather- accessible depth greater than 4 1/2 feet (1372
mm), the floor shall have a distinctive marking at the 4 1/2 feet (1372 mm) water depth.
Class A and B pools: Class A and B pools over 5 feet deep: the transition point of the pool from the shallow
area to the deep area of the pool shall be visually set apart with a 4-inch minimum width row of floor tile, a
painted line, or similar means using a color contrasting with the bottom; and a rope and float line shall be
provided between 1 foot and 2 feet on the shallow side of the 5-foot depth along and parallel to this depth from
one side of the pool to the other side. The floats shall be spaced at not greater than 7-foot intervals; and the
floats shall be secured so they will not slide or bunch up. The stretched float line shall be of sufficient size and
strength to offer a good handhold and support loads normally imposed by users. If the owner or operator of the
pool knows or should have known in the exercise of ordinary care that a rope or float is missing, broken, or
defective, the problem shall be promptly remedied
(Reason: To avoid conflict with 25 TAC Chapter 265.199)
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***Section 610.5.1: Change to read:
610.5.1 Uniform height of 9 10 inches. Except for the bottom riser, risers at the centerline shall have a
maximum uniform height of 9 10 inches (229 254 mm). The bottom riser height shall be permitted to vary from
the other risers.
(Reason: To avoid conflict with 25 TAC Chapter 265.186 (c)(7)(B)

***Section 804 Diving Water Envelopes: Change to read as follows:
Section 804.1 General. The minimum diving water envelopes shall be in accordance with Table 804.1 and
Figure 804.1. Negative construction tolerances shall not be applied to the dimensions of the minimum diving
water envelopes given in table 804.1 the manufacturer’s specifications.
(Reason: To clarify specific manufactures Specifications of the diving equipment).

END
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Recommended Amendments to the
2015 International Residential Code
North Central Texas Council of Governments Region
The following sections, paragraphs, and sentences of the 2012 International Residential Code are hereby
amended as follows: Standard type is text from the IRC. Underlined type is text inserted. Lined through
type is deleted text from IRC. A double asterisk at the beginning of a section identifies an amendment
carried over from the 2012 edition of the code and a triple asterisk identifies a new or revised amendment
with the 2015 code.
In 2009, the State Legislature enacted SB 1410 prohibiting cities from enacting fire sprinkler
mandates in residential dwellings. However, jurisdictions with ordinances that required sprinklers for
residential dwellings prior to and enforced before January 1, 2009, may remain in place. Reference;
Section R313 Automatic Fire Sprinkler Systems.
The energy provisions in Chapter 11 of the International Residential Code (IRC) mirror the requirements
of the International Energy Conservation Code (IECC). IRC Chapter 11 is deleted in its entirety.
Reference the 2015 IECC for energy code provisions and recommended amendments.

**Section R102.4; change to read as follows:
R102.4 Referenced codes and standards. The codes, when specifically adopted, and standards
referenced in this code shall be considered part of the requirements of this code to the prescribed extent
of each such reference and as further regulated in Sections R102.4.1 and R102.4.2. Whenever
amendments have been adopted to the referenced codes and standards, each reference to said code
and standard shall be considered to reference the amendments as well. Any reference made to NFPA 70
or the Electrical Code shall mean the Electrical Code as adopted.
(Reason: Legal wording to recognize locally adopted codes and amendments adopted with referenced
codes. Note: the former ICC Electrical Code is now Appendix K of the IBC, but no longer called by that
name. If adopting in that location, be sure to include language that includes structures under IRC and
IBC.)
**Section R104.10.1 Flood Hazard areas; delete this section.
(Reason: Flood hazard ordinances may be administered by other departments within the city.)
**Section R105.3.1.1& R106.1.4; delete these sections.
(Reason: Floodplain provisions are addressed locally.)
**Section R110 (R110.1 through R110.5); delete the section.
(Reason: Issuing CO's for residences is not a common practice in the area.)
**Section R202; change definition of "Townhouse" to read as follows:
TOWNHOUSE. A single-family dwelling unit constructed in a group of three or more attached units
separated by property lines in which each unit extends from foundation to roof and with a yard or public
way on at least two sides.
(Reason: To distinguish Townhouses on separate lots.)
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(Reason: To promote regional uniformity.)

**Section R302.1; add exception #6 to read as follows:
Exceptions: {previous exceptions unchanged}
6. Open non-combustible carport structures may be constructed when also approved within
adopted ordinances.
(Reason: Refers to other ordinances, such as zoning ordinances.)
**Section R302.3; add Exception #3 to read as follows:
Exceptions:
1.

{existing text unchanged}

2.

{existing text unchanged}

3.

Two-family dwelling units that are also divided by a property line through the structure shall
be separated as required for townhouses.

(Reason: Provide guidance for a common construction method in this area. Correlates with amendment
to IRC Section R202 Townhouse definition.)
***Section R302.5.1; change to read as follows:
R302.5.1 Opening protection. Openings from a private garage directly into a room used for sleeping
purposes shall not be permitted. Other openings between the garage and residence shall be equipped
with solid wood doors not less than 13/8 inches (35 mm) in thickness, solid or honeycomb core steel
doors not less than 13/8 inches (35 mm) thick, or 20-minute fire-rated doors equipped with a self-closing
device.
(Reason: Absence of data linking self-closing devices to increased safety. Self-closing devices often fail
to close the door entirely.)
**Section R303.3, Exception; amend to read as follows:
Exception: {existing text unchanged} Exhaust air from the space shall be exhaust out to the
outdoors unless the space contains only a water closet, a lavatory, or water closet and a lavatory may
be ventilated with an approved mechanical recirculating fan or similar device designed to remove
odors from the air.
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**Table R301.2 (1); fill in as follows:

64.90
F

(Reason: Consistent with common local practice as recirculating fans are recognized as acceptable air
movement.)
Section R313 Automatic Fire Sprinkler Systems. Delete subsections in their entirety.
(Reason: In 2009, the State Legislature enacted SB 1410 prohibiting cities from enacting fire sprinkler
mandates in residential dwellings. However, jurisdictions with ordinances that required sprinklers for
residential dwellings prior to and enforced before January 1, 2009, may remain in place.)
***Section R315.2.2 Alterations, repairs and additions. Amend to read as follows:
Exception:
2. Installation, alteration or repairs of electrical powered {remaining text unchanged}
(Reason: Code intent is to protect against the products of combustion.)
**Section R322 Flood Resistant Construction. Deleted Section.
(Reason: Floodplain hazard ordinances may be administered by other departments within the city.)
***Section R326 Swimming Pools, Spas and Hot Tubs. Amended to read as follows:
R326.1 General. The design and construction of pools and spas shall comply with the International
Swimming Pool and Spa Code 2015 IRC Appendix Q. Swimming Pools, Spas and Hot Tubs.
(Reason: New Pool and Spa code not under review. In lieu of adoption of new pool code, previous
edition of 2012 Appendix G is proposed for continued use but renamed 2015 Appendix Q.)
**Section R401.2, amended by adding a new paragraph following the existing paragraph to read as
follows.
Section R401.2. Requirements. {existing text unchanged} …
Every foundation and/or footing, or any size addition to an existing post-tension foundation, regulated by
this code shall be designed and sealed by a Texas-registered engineer.
(Amendment to 2012 IRC carried forward to 2015 IRC.)
**Section R602.6.1; amend the following:
R602.6.1 Drilling and notching of top plate. When piping or ductwork is placed in or partly in an
exterior wall or interior load-bearing wall, necessitating cutting, drilling or notching of the top plate by more
than 50 percent of its width, a galvanized metal tie not less than 0.054 inch thick (1.37 mm) (16 Ga) and 1
½ inches (38) mm 5 inches (127 mm) wide shall be fastened across and to the plate at each side of the
opening with not less than eight 10d (0.148 inch diameter) having a minimum length of 1 ½ inches (38
mm) at each side or equivalent. Fasteners will be offset to prevent splitting of the top plate material. The
metal tie must extend a minimum of 6 inches past the opening. See figure R602.6.1. {remainder
unchanged}
(Amendment to 2012 IRC carried forward to 2015 IRC.)
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**Figure R602.6.1; delete the figure and insert the following figure:

(Amendment to 2012 IRC carried forward to 2015 IRC also provides additional assurance of maintaining
the integrity of the framing by spreading the nailing pattern.)
**Section R703.8.4.1; add a second paragraph to read as follows:
In stud framed exterior walls, all ties shall be anchored to studs as follows:
1. When studs are 16 in (407 mm) o.c., stud ties shall be spaced no further apart than 24 in (737
mm) vertically starting approximately 12 in (381 mm) from the foundation; or
2. When studs are 24 in (610 mm) o.c., stud ties shall be spaced no further apart than 16 in (483
mm) vertically starting approximately 8 in (254 mm) from the foundation.
(Reason: (Amendment to 2012 IRC carried forward to 2015 IRC. Provide easy to install and inspect
dimensions to clarify how to anchor and to distinguish “studs” from other types of construction.)
**Section R902.1; Amend and add exception #3 to read as follows:
R902.1 Roofing covering materials. Roofs shall be covered with materials as set forth in Sections R904
and R905. Class A, B, or C roofing shall be installed in areas designated by law as requiring their use or
when the edge of the roof is less than 3 feet from a lot line. {remainder unchanged}
Exceptions:
1.

{text unchanged}

2.

{text unchanged}

3.

{text unchanged}

4.

{text unchanged}
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5. Non-classified roof coverings shall be permitted on one-story detached accessory structures
used as tool and storage sheds, playhouses and similar uses, provided the floor area does
not exceed (area defined by jurisdiction).
(Reason: to address accessory structures Group U exempt from permits per Section R105.2)
*** Chapter 11 [RE] – Energy Efficiency is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following:
N1101.1 Scope. This chapter regulates the energy efficiency for the design and construction of buildings
regulated by this code.
N1101.2 Compliance. Compliance shall be demonstrated by meeting the requirements of the residential
provisions of 2015 International Energy Conservation Code.
(Reason: The text of the residential provisions of the 2015 IRC is extracted from the 2015 edition of the
International Energy Conservation Code—Residential Provisions and has been editorially revised to
conform to the scope and application of this code. The section numbers appearing in parenthesis after
each section number are the section numbers of the corresponding text in the International Energy
Conservation Code—Residential Provisions. This approach simply minimizes the number of
amendments to the IRC)
**Section M1305.1.3; change to read as follows:
M1305.1.3 Appliances in attics. Attics containing appliances shall be provided . . . {bulk of paragraph
unchanged} . . . sides of the appliance where access is required. The clear access opening dimensions
shall be a minimum of 20 inches by 30 inches (508 mm by 762 mm), or larger and large enough to allow
removal of the largest appliance. A walkway to an appliance shall be rated as a floor as approved by the
building official. As a minimum, for access to the attic space, provide one of the following:
1. A permanent stair.
2. A pull down stair with a minimum 300 lb (136 kg) capacity.
3. An access door from an upper floor level.
Exceptions:
1. The passageway and level service space are not required where the appliance can be
serviced and removed through the required opening.
2. Where the passageway is unobstructed…{remaining text unchanged}
(Reason: To provide a safe means of accessibility to appliances in attics and to allow for different types
of construction limitations. Consistent with regional amendment to IFGC and IMC 306.3.)
**Section M1411.3; change to read as follows:
M1411.3 Condensate disposal. Condensate from all cooling coils or evaporators shall be conveyed from
the drain pan outlet to an approved place of disposal a sanitary sewer through a trap, by means of a
direct or indirect drain. {remaining text unchanged}
(Reason: Reflects regional practice and to reduce excessive runoff into storm drains.)
**Section M1411.3.1, Items 3 and 4; add text to read as follows:
M1411.3.1 Auxiliary and secondary drain systems. {bulk of paragraph unchanged}
1. {text unchanged}
2. {text unchanged}
North Central Texas Council of Governments
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3. An auxiliary drain pan… {bulk of text unchanged}… with Item 1 of this section. A water level
detection device may be installed only with prior approval of the building official.
4. A water level detection device… {bulk of text unchanged}… overflow rim of such pan. A water
level detection device may be installed only with prior approval of the building official.
(Reason: Reflects standard practice in this area.)
**Section M1411.3.1.1; add text to read as follows:
M1411.3.1.1 Water-level monitoring devices. On down-flow units …{bulk of text unchanged}… installed
in the drain line. A water level detection device may be installed only with prior approval of the building
official.
(Reason: Reflects standard practice in this area.)
**M1503.4 Makeup Air Required

Amend and add exception as follows:

M1503.4 Makeup air required. Exhaust hood systems capable of exhausting in excess of 400 cubic feet
per minute (0.19 m3/s) shall be provided with makeup air at a rate approximately equal to the difference
between the exhaust air rate and 400 cubic feet per minute. Such makeup air systems shall be equipped
with a means of closure and shall be automatically controlled to start and operate simultaneously with the
exhaust system.
Exception: Where all appliances in the house are of sealed combustion, power-vent, unvented,
or electric, the exhaust hood system shall be permitted to exhaust up to 600 cubic feet per minute
(0.28 m3/s) without providing makeup air. Exhaust hood systems capable of exhausting in excess
of 600 cubic feet per minute (0.28 m3/s) shall be provided with a makeup air at a rate
approximately equal to the difference between the exhaust air rate and 600 cubic feet per minute.
(Reason: Exception requires makeup air equaling the amount above and beyond 400 cfm for larger fan
which will address concerns related to “fresh” air from the outdoors in hot humid climates creating a
burden on HVAC equipment and negative efficiency impacts from back-drafting and wasted energy.
**Section M2005.2; change to read as follows:
M2005.2 Prohibited locations. Fuel-fired water heaters shall not be installed in a room used as a
storage closet. Water heaters located in a bedroom or bathroom shall be installed in a sealed enclosure
so that combustion air will not be taken from the living space. Access to such enclosure may be from the
bedroom or bathroom when through a solid door, weather-stripped in accordance with the exterior door
air leakage requirements of the International Energy Conservation Code and equipped with an approved
self-closing device. Installation of direct-vent water heaters within an enclosure is not required
(Reason: Corresponds with the provisions of IFGC Section 303, exception #5.)
**Section G2408.3 (305.5); delete.
(Reason: This provision does not reflect standard practice in this area.)
**Section G2415.2.1 (404.2.1); add a second paragraph to read as follows:
Both ends of each section of medium pressure gas piping shall identify its operating gas pressure with an
approved tag. The tags are to be composed of aluminum or stainless steel and the following wording
shall be stamped into the tag:
"WARNING: 1/2 to 5 psi gas pressure - Do Not Remove"
(Reason: To protect homeowners and plumbers.)
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**Section G2415.2.2 (404.2.2); add an exception to read as follows:
Exception: Corrugated stainless steel tubing (CSST) shall be a minimum of 1/2" (18 EDH).
(Reason: Pipe less than 1/2" has a history in this region of causing whistling.)
**Section G2415.12 (404.12); change to read as follows:
G2415.12 (404.12) Minimum burial depth. Underground piping systems shall be installed a minimum
depth of 12 inches (305 mm) 18 inches (457 mm) below grade, except as provided for in Section
G2415.12.1.
(Reason: To provide increased protection to piping systems.)
**Section G2417.1 (406.1); change to read as follows:
G2417.1 (406.1) General. Prior to acceptance and initial operation, all piping installations shall be
inspected and pressure tested to determine that the materials, design, fabrication, and installation
practices comply with the requirements of this code. The permit holder shall make the applicable tests
prescribed in Sections 2417.1.1 through 2417.1.5 to determine compliance with the provisions of this
code. The permit holder shall give reasonable advance notice to the building official when the piping
system is ready for testing. The equipment, material, power and labor necessary for the inspections and
test shall be furnished by the permit holder and the permit holder shall be responsible for determining that
the work will withstand the test pressure prescribed in the following tests.
(Reason: To utilize language used in the IPC regarding who is responsible for testing procedures.)
**Section G2417.4; change to read as follows:
G2417.4 (406.4) Test pressure measurement. Test pressure shall be measured with a monometer or
with a pressure-measuring device designed and calibrated to read, record, or indicate a pressure loss
caused by leakage during the pressure test period. The source of pressure shall be isolated before the
pressure tests are made. Mechanical gauges used to measure test pressures shall have a range such
that the highest end of the scale is not greater than five times the test pressure.
(Reason: To require the use of more accurate diaphragm gauges. Spring gauges do not provide
accurate measurement below approximately 17 psig.)
**Section G2417.4.1; change to read as follows:
G2417.4.1 (406.4.1) Test pressure. The test pressure to be used shall be no less than 3 psig (20 kPa
gauge), or at the discretion of the Code Official, the piping and valves may be tested at a pressure of at
least six (6) inches (152 mm) of mercury, measured with a manometer or slope gauge. irrespective of
design pressure. Where the test pressure exceeds 125 psig (862 kPa gauge), the test pressure shall not
exceed a value that produces a hoop stress in the piping greater than 50 percent of the specified
minimum yield strength of the pipe. For tests requiring a pressure of 3 psig, diaphragm gauges shall
utilize a dial with a minimum diameter of three and one half inches (3 ½”), a set hand, 1/10 pound
incrementation and pressure range not to exceed 6 psi for tests requiring a pressure of 3 psig. For tests
requiring a pressure of 10 psig, diaphragm gauges shall utilize a dial with a minimum diameter of three
and one-half inches (3 ½”), a set hand, a minimum of 2/10 pound incrementation and a pressure range
not to exceed 20 psi. For welded piping, and for piping carrying gas at pressures in excess of fourteen
(14) inches water column pressure (3.48 kPa) (1/2 psi) and less than 200 inches of water column
pressure (52.2 kPa) (7.5 psi), the test pressure shall not be less than ten (10) pounds per square inch
(69.6 kPa). For piping carrying gas at a pressure that exceeds 200 inches of water column (52.2 kPa)
(7.5 psi), the test pressure shall be not less than one and one-half times the proposed maximum working
pressure.
Diaphragm gauges used for testing must display a current calibration and be in good working condition.
The appropriate test must be applied to the diaphragm gauge used for testing
(Reason: To provide for lesser pressures to coordinate with the use of more accurate diaphragm gauges.)
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**Section G2417.4.2; change to read as follows:
G2417.4.2 (406.4.2) Test duration. The test duration shall be held for a length of time satisfactory to the
Building Official, but in no case for be not less than 10 fifteen (15) minutes. For welded piping, and for
piping carrying gas at pressures in excess of fourteen (14) inches water column pressure (3.48 kPa), the
test duration shall be held for a length of time satisfactory to the Building Official, but in no case for less
than thirty (30) minutes.
(Reason: To comply with accepted regional practices.)
**Section G2420.1 (406.1); add Section G2420.1.4 to read as follows:
G2420.1.4 Valves in CSST installations. Shutoff valves installed with corrugated stainless steel (CSST)
piping systems shall be supported with an approved termination fitting, or equivalent support, suitable for
the size of the valves, of adequate strength and quality, and located at intervals so as to prevent or damp
out excessive vibration but in no case greater than 12-inches from the center of the valve. Supports shall
be installed so as not to interfere with the free expansion and contraction of the system's piping, fittings,
and valves between anchors. All valves and supports shall be designed and installed so they will not be
disengaged by movement of the supporting piping.
(Reason: To provide proper security to CSST valves. These standards were established in this region in
1999 when CSST was an emerging technology.)
**Section G2420.5.1 (409.5.1); add text to read as follows:
G2420.5.1 (409.5.1) Located within the same room. The shutoff valve …{bulk of paragraph
unchanged}… in accordance with the appliance manufacturer’s instructions. A secondary shutoff valve
must be installed within 3 feet (914 mm) of the firebox if appliance shutoff is located in the firebox.
(Reason: Reflects regional practice and provides an additional measure of safety.)
**Section G2421.1 (410.1); add text and Exception to read as follows:
G2421.1 (410.1) Pressure regulators. A line pressure regulator shall be … {bulk of paragraph
unchanged}… approved for outdoor installation. Access to regulators shall comply with the requirements
for access to appliances as specified in Section M1305.
Exception: A passageway or level service space is not required when the regulator is capable of
being serviced and removed through the required attic opening.
(Reason: To require adequate access to regulators.)
**Section G2422.1.2.3 (411.1.3.3); delete Exception 1 and Exception 4.
(Reason: To comply with accepted regional practices.)
**Section G2445.2 (621.2); add Exception to read as follows:
G2445.2 (621.2) Prohibited use. One or more unvented room heaters shall not be used as the sole
source of comfort heating in a dwelling unit.
Exception: Existing approved unvented room heaters may continue to be used in dwelling units, in
accordance with the code provisions in effect when installed, when approved by the Building Official
unless an unsafe condition is determined to exist as described in International Fuel Gas Code Section
108.7 of the Fuel Gas Code.
(Reason: Gives code official discretion.)
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**Section G2448.1.1 (624.1.1); change to read as follows:
G2448.1.1 (624.1.1) Installation requirements. The requirements for water heaters relative to access,
sizing, relief valves, drain pans and scald protection shall be in accordance with this code.
(Reason: To clarify installation requirements. Also corresponds with amendments regarding water heater
access.)
*** Section P2801.6.1; change to read as follows:
Section P2801.6.1 Pan size and drain. The pan shall be not less than 11/2 inches (38 mm) in depth and
shall be of sufficient size and shape to receive all dripping or condensate from the tank or water heater.
The pan shall be drained by an indirect waste pipe having a diameter of not less than 3/4 inch (19 mm).
Piping for safety pan drains shall be of those materials listed in Table 605.4.
Multiple pan drains may terminate to a single discharge piping system when approved by the
administrative authority and permitted by the manufactures installation instructions and installed with
those instructions.
*** Section P2804.6.1; change to read as follows:
Section P2804.6.1 Requirements for discharge piping. The discharge piping serving a pressure relief
valve, temperature relief valve or combination thereof shall:
1. Not be directly connected to the drainage system.
2. Discharge through an air gap located in the same room as the water heater.
3. Not be smaller than the diameter of the outlet of the valve served and shall discharge full size to
the air gap.
4. Serve a single relief device and shall not connect to piping serving any other relief device or
equipment.
Exception: Multiple relief devices may be installed to a single T & P discharge piping system
when approved by the administrative authority and permitted by the manufactures installation
instructions and installed with those instructions.
5. Discharge to the floor, to an indirect waste receptor or to the outdoors.
[remainder unchanged]
(Reason: To ensure the T&P is ran to the exterior.)
**Section P2801.7; add Exception to read as follows:
Exceptions:
1.

Electric Water Heater.

(Reason: To coordinate with Section 2408.2 of the IRC, which recognizes this exception.)
**Section P2902.5.3; change to read as follows:
P2902.5.3 Lawn irrigation systems. The potable water supply to lawn irrigation systems shall be
protected against backflow by an atmospheric-type vacuum breaker, a pressure-type vacuum breaker, a
double-check assembly or a reduced pressure principle backflow preventer. A valve shall not be installed
downstream from an atmospheric vacuum breaker. Where chemicals are introduced into the system, the
potable water supply shall be protected against backflow by a reduced pressure principle backflow
preventer.
(Reason: To provide clarity.)
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***Section P3009.9; change to read as follows:
P3003.9. Solvent cementing. Joint surfaces shall be clean and free from moisture. A purple primer that
conforms to ASTM F 656 shall be applied. Solvent cement not purple in color and conforming to ASTM D
2564, CSA B137.3, CSA B181.2 or CSA B182.1 shall be applied to all joint surfaces. The joint shall be
made while the cement is wet and shall be in accordance with ASTM D 2855. Solvent cement joints shall
be permitted above or below ground.
Exception: A primer is not required where both of the following conditions apply:
1. The solvent cement used is third-party certified as conforming to ASTM D 2564
2. The solvent cement is used only for joining PVC drain, waste, and vent pipe and
fittings in not pressure applications in sizes up to and including 4 inches (102mm) in
diameter.
(Reasoning: to keep the “process of joining PVC pipe)
**Section P3111; delete.
(Reason: A combination waste and vent system is not approved for use in residential construction.)
**Section P3112.2; delete and replace with the following:
P3112.2 Installation. Traps for island sinks and similar equipment shall be roughed in above the floor
and may be vented by extending the vent as high as possible, but not less than the drainboard height and
then returning it downward and connecting it to the horizontal sink drain immediately downstream from
the vertical fixture drain. The return vent shall be connected to the horizontal drain through a wye-branch
fitting and shall, in addition, be provided with a foot vent taken off the vertical fixture vent by means of a
wye-branch immediately below the floor and extending to the nearest partition and then through the roof
to the open air or may be connected to other vents at a point not less than six (6) inches (152 mm) above
the flood level rim of the fixtures served. Drainage fittings shall be used on all parts of the vent below the
floor level and a minimum slope of one-quarter (1/4) inch per foot (20.9 mm/m) back to the drain shall be
maintained. The return bend used under the drain-board shall be a one (1) piece fitting or an assembly of
a forty-five (45) degree (0.79 radius), a ninety (90) degree (1.6 radius) and a forty-five (45) degree (0.79
radius) elbow in the order named. Pipe sizing shall be as elsewhere required in this Code. The island
sink drain, upstream of the return vent, shall serve no other fixtures. An accessible cleanout shall be
installed in the vertical portion of the foot vent.
(Reason: To clarify the installation of island venting and to provide a regional guideline on a standard
installation method for this region.)

***Appendix Q Reserved. Amended to read as follows:
Appendix Q. Swimming Pools, Spas and Hot Tubs.
SECTION AQ101 GENERAL
AQ101.1 General.
The provisions of this appendix shall control the design and construction of swimming pools, spas and hot tubs
installed in or on the lot of a one- or two-family dwelling.
AQ101.2 Pools in flood hazard areas.
Pools that are located in flood hazard areas established by Table R301.2(1), including above-ground pools, onground pools and in-ground pools that involve placement of fill, shall comply with Section
AQ101.2.1 or AQ101.2.2.
Exception: Pools located in riverine flood hazard areas which are outside of designated floodways.
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AQ101.2.1 Pools located in designated floodways.
Where pools are located in designated floodways, documentation shall be submitted to the building
official which demonstrates that the construction of the pool will not increase the design flood elevation at any
point within the jurisdiction.
AQ101.2.2 Pools located where floodways have not been designated.
Where pools are located where design flood elevations are specified but floodways have not been designated,
the applicant shall provide a floodway analysis that demonstrates that the proposed pool will not increase the
design flood elevation more than 1 foot (305 mm) at any point within the jurisdiction.

SECTION AQ102 DEFINITIONS
AQ102.1 General.
For the purposes of these requirements, the terms used shall be defined as follows and as set forth
in Chapter 2.
ABOVE-GROUND/ON-GROUND POOL. See "Swimming pool.”
BARRIER. A fence, wall, building wall or combination thereof which completely surrounds the swimming
pool and obstructs access to the swimming pool.
HOT TUB. See "Swimming pool.”
IN-GROUND POOL. See "Swimming pool.”
RESIDENTIAL. That which is situated on the premises of a detached one- or two-family dwelling, or a
one-family townhouse not more than three stories in height.
SPA, NONPORTABLE. See "Swimming pool.”
SPA, PORTABLE. A nonpermanent structure intended for recreational bathing, in which all controls,
water-heating and water-circulating equipment are an integral part of the product.
SWIMMING POOL. Any structure intended for swimming or recreational bathing that contains water more
than 24 inches (610 mm) deep. This includes in-ground, above-ground and on-ground swimming pools,
hot tubs and spas.
SWIMMING POOL, INDOOR. A swimming pool which is totally contained within a structure and
surrounded on all four sides by the walls of the enclosing structure.
SWIMMING POOL, OUTDOOR. Any swimming pool which is not an indoor pool.
SECTION AG103 SWIMMING POOLS
AQ103.1 In-ground pools.
In-ground pools shall be designed and constructed in compliance with ANSI/NSPI-5.
AQ103.2 Above-ground and on-ground pools.
Above-ground and on-ground pools shall be designed and constructed in compliance with ANSI/NSPI-4.
AQ103.3 Pools in flood hazard areas.
In flood hazard areas established by Table R301.2(1), pools in coastal high-hazard areas shall be
designed and constructed in compliance with ASCE 24.
SECTION AQ104 SPAS AND HOT TUBS
AQ104.1 Permanently installed spas and hot tubs.
Permanently installed spas and hot tubs shall be designed and constructed in compliance with
ANSI/NSPI-3.
AQ104.2 Portable spas and hot tubs.
Portable spas and hot tubs shall be designed and constructed in compliance with ANSI/NSPI-6.
North Central Texas Council of Governments
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SECTION AQ105 BARRIER REQUIREMENTS
AQ105.1 Application.
The provisions of this appendix shall control the design of barriers for residential swimming pools, spas
and hot tubs. These design controls are intended to provide protection against potential drownings and
near-drownings by restricting access to swimming pools, spas and hot tubs.
AQ105.2 Outdoor swimming pool. An outdoor swimming pool, including an in-ground, above-ground or
on-ground pool, hot tub or spa shall be surrounded by a barrier which shall comply with the following:
1. The top of the barrier shall be at least 48 inches (1219mm) above grade measured on the side of the
barrier, which faces away from the swimming pool. The maximum vertical clearance between grade and
the bottom of the barrier shall be 2 inches (51mm) measured on the side of the barrier, which faces away
from the swimming pool. Where the top of the pool structure is above grade, such as an above-ground
pool, the barrier may be at ground level, such as the pool structure, or mounted on top of the pool
structure. Where the barrier is mounted on top of the pool structure, the maximum vertical clearance
between the top of the pool structure and the bottom of the barrier shall be 4 inches (102mm).
2. Openings in the barrier shall not allow passage of a 4-inch-diameter (102mm) sphere.
3. Solid barriers which do not have openings, such as a masonry or stone wall, shall not contain
indentations or protrusions except for normal construction tolerances and tooled masonry joints.
4. Where the barrier is composed of horizontal and vertical members and the distance between the tops
of the horizontal members is less than 45 inches (1143mm), the horizontal members shall be located on
the swimming pool side of the fence. Spacing between vertical members shall not exceed 1.75 inches
(44mm) in width. Where there are decorative cutouts within vertical members, spacing within the cutouts
shall not exceed 1.75 inches (44 mm) in width.
5. Where the barrier is composed of horizontal and vertical members and the distance between the tops
of the horizontal members is 45 inches (1143 mm) or more, spacing between vertical members shall not
exceed 4 inches (102 mm). Where there are decorative cutouts within vertical members, spacing within
the cutouts shall not exceed 1.75 inches (44 mm) in width.
6. Maximum mesh size for chain link fences shall be a 2.25-inch (57 mm) square unless the fence is
provided with slats fastened at the top or the bottom which reduce the openings to not more than 1.75
inches (44 mm).
7. Where the barrier is composed of diagonal members, such as a lattice fence, the maximum opening
formed by the diagonal members shall not be more than 1.75 inches (44 mm).
8. Access gates shall comply with the requirements of Section AQ105.2, Items 1 through 7, and shall be
equipped to accommodate a locking device. Pedestrian access gates shall open outward away from the
pool and shall be self-closing and have a self-latching device. Gates other than pedestrian access gates
shall have a self-latching device. Where the release mechanism of the self-latching device is located less
than 54 inches (1372 mm) from the bottom of the gate, the release mechanism and openings shall
comply with the following:
8.1. The release mechanism shall be located on the pool side of the gate at least 3 inches (76
mm) below the top of the gate, and
8.2. The gate and barrier shall have not opening greater than 0.5 inch (13 mm) within 18 inches
(457 mm) of the release mechanism.
9. Where a wall of a dwelling serves a part of the barrier one of the following conditions shall be met:
9.1. The pool shall be equipped with a powered safety cover in compliance with ASTM F1346; or
9.2. Doors with direct access to the pool through that wall shall be equipped with an alarm which
produces an audible warning when the door and/or its screen, if present, are opened. The alarm
shall be listed and labeled in accordance with UL 2017. The deactivation switch (es) shall be
located at least 54 inches (1372 mm) above the threshold of the door; or
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9.3. Other means of protection, such as self-closing doors with self-latching devices, which are
approved by the governing body, shall be acceptable as long as the degree of protection afforded
is not less than the protection afforded by Item 9.1 or 9.2 described above.
10. Where an above-ground pool structure is used as a barrier or where the barrier is mounted on top of
the pool structure, and the means of access is a ladder or steps, then:
10.1. The ladder or steps shall be capable of being secured, locked or removed to prevent
access, or
10.2. The ladder or steps shall be surrounded by a barrier which meets the requirements of
Section AQ105.2, Items 1 through 9. When the ladder or steps are secured, locked or removed,
any opening created shall not allow the passage of a 4-inchdiameter (102 mm) sphere.
AQ105.3 Indoor swimming pool. Walls surrounding an indoor swimming pool shall comply with Section
AQ105.2, Item 9.
AQ105.4 Prohibited locations. Barriers shall be located so as to prohibit permanent structures,
equipment or similar objects from being used to climb them.
AQ105.5 Barrier exceptions. Spas or hot tubs with a safety cover which complies with ASTM F 1346, as
listed in Section AQ107, shall be exempt from the provisions of this appendix
SECTION AQ106 ENTRAPMENT PROTECTION FOR SWIMMING POOL AND SPA SUCTION OUTLETS
AQ106.1 General.
Suction outlets shall be designed and installed in accordance with ANSI/APSP-7.
SECTION AQ107 ABBREVIATIONS
AQ107.1 General.
ANSI—American National Standards Institute
11 West 42nd Street
New York, NY 10036
APSP—Association of Pool and Spa Professionals
NSPI—National Spa and Pool Institute
2111 Eisenhower Avenue
Alexandria, VA 22314
ASCE—American Society of Civil Engineers
1801 Alexander Bell Drive
Reston, VA 98411-0700
ASTM—ASTM International
100 Barr Harbor Drive
West Conshohocken, PA 19428
UL—Underwriters Laboratories, Inc.
333 Pfingsten Road
Northbrook, IL 60062-2096
SECTION AQ108 REFERENCED STANDARDS
AQ108.1 General.
ANSI/NSP

ANSI/NSPI3—99
ANSI/NSPI4—99

Standard for Permanently Installed
Residential Spas
Standard for Above-ground/
On-ground Residential
Swimming Pools
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ANSI/NSPI5—03

Standard for Residential
In-ground Swimming Pools

AQ103.1

ANSI/NSPI6—99

Standard for Residential
Portable Spas

AQ104.2

ANSI/APSP
ANSI/APSP- Standard for Suction Entrapment
7—06
Avoidance in Swimming Pools,
Wading Pools, Spas, Hot Tubs
and Catch Basins

AQ106.1

ASCE
ASCE/SEI-24— Flood-resistant Design and
05
Construction

AQ103.3

ASTM
ASTM F
1346—91
(2003)

Performance Specification
for Safety Covers and Labeling
Requirements for All Covers
for Swimming Pools Spas and
Hot Tubs

AQ105.2, AQ105.5

Standard for General-purpose
Signaling Devices and
Systems—with revisions
through June 2004

AQ105.2

UL
UL 2017—
2000

(Reason: New Pool and Spa code not under review. In lieu of adoption of new pool code, previous
edition of 2012 Appendix G is proposed for continued use but renamed 2015 Appendix Q.)
END
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EXHIBIT “A”

CITY OF ROWLETT
INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE AMENDMENTS
2015 ED.
Section 101.4; change to read as follows:
101.4 Referenced codes. The other codes listed in Sections 101.4.1 through 101.4.8 and
referenced elsewhere in this code, when specifically adopted, shall be considered part of the
requirements of this code to the prescribed extent of each such reference. Whenever
amendments have been adopted to the referenced codes and standards, each reference to said
code and standard shall be considered to reference the amendments as well. Any reference to
NFPA 70 or the Electrical Code shall mean the National Electrical Code as adopted.
Section 101.4.7; is amended by adding the following exception:
Exception: The existing building, or any registered historical building, need not comply with
this section if a supervised fire sprinkler system complying with 903.3.1 is installed, and not
otherwise required by this code, for the new use, existing use, or classification. Nothing in this
section permits the reduction or elimination of Life Safety systems or subsystems including,
but not limited too means of egress and other fire safety systems and processes.
Section 101.4.8; add the following:
101.4.8 Electrical. The provisions of the Electrical Code shall apply to the installation of
electrical systems, including alterations, repairs, replacement, equipment, appliances, fixtures,
fittings and appurtenances thereto.
Section 103.1; amend to insert the Department Name as follows:
Rowlett Building Department
103.1 Creation of enforcement agency. The Rowlett Building Department is hereby created
and the official in charge thereof shall be known as the building official.
Section 104.2.1; delete this section.
Section 104.10.1; amend to read as follows:
For purposes of this section and Section 1612.3, Chapter 82 of the Rowlett Code of Ordinances
prevails.
Section 104; Section 104.12 is added to read as follows:

104.12 Reports and Forms. Where a report, or other form prescribed by this code, is required
the NCTCOG documents or other forms prescribed by the Building Official may be used.

Section 105.2 Work exempt from permit; amend to read as follows:
105.2 Work Exempt from Permit Exemptions from permit requirements of this code shall not
be deemed to grant authorization for any work to be done in any manner in violation of the
provisions of this code or any other laws or ordinances of this jurisdiction. Permits shall not be
required for the following:
Building:
1. One-story detached accessory structures used as tool and storage sheds,
playhouses and similar uses, provided the floor area is not greater than 120 square
feet (11 m2).
2. Oil derricks.
3. Retaining walls that are not over 4 feet (1219 mm) in height measured from the
bottom of the footing to the top of the wall, unless supporting a surcharge or
impounding Class I, II or IIIA liquids.
4. Water tanks supported directly on grade if the capacity is not greater than 5,000
gallons (18 925 L) and the ratio of height to diameter or width is not greater than 2:1.
5. Painting, papering, tiling, carpeting, cabinets, counter tops and similar finish work.
6. Temporary motion picture, television and theater stage sets and scenery.
7. Prefabricated swimming pools accessory to a Group R-3 occupancy that are less
than 24 inches (610 mm) deep, are not greater than 5,000 gallons (18 925 L) and are
installed entirely above ground.
8. Swings and other playground equipment accessory to detached one- and twofamily dwellings.
9. Window awnings in Group R-3 and U occupancies, supported by an exterior
wall that do not project more than 54 inches (1372 mm) from the exterior wall and do
not require additional support.
10. Nonfixed and movable fixtures, cases, racks, counters and partitions not over 5
feet 9 inches (1753 mm) in height.
Section 105.5; change to read as follows:

105.5 Expiration Every permit issued shall become invalid unless the work authorized by
such permit is commenced within 180 days after its issuance, or if the work authorized by
such permit is suspended or abandoned for a period of 180 days after the time the work is
commenced or last approved inspection. The building official is authorized to grant, in writing,
one or more extensions of time, for periods not more than 180 days each. The
extension shall be requested in writing and justifiable cause demonstrated.

Section 105; Section 105.8 is added to read as follows:

105.8 Permit cancellation. When the holder of a permit issued under this division fails or
refuses to complete work, in whole or in part, the building owner or person acting on behalf of
the owner may submit a written request to the Building Official for the cancellation of the original
permit to allow another licensed contractor to secure a permit to complete the work.
Upon receipt of a request for cancellation in accordance with subsection (a) and a new
contractor being assigned, the Building Official will cancel the permit, and will notify the previous
permit holder in writing of the cancellation of the permit. Electronic communication with the
registered electronic address of the permit holder may serve as proper notice.
A contractor change fee will be charged in accordance with the Fee schedule set forth by
the City Council
Section 107.3.4 section 107.3.4.1.2 is added to read as follows:
107.3.4.1.2 In addition to the state law and adopted Building Code certain types of buildings
shall be designed by a registered design professional. Privately owned buildings with
classifications A, E, and I occupancies shall be designed by registered design professionals.
Section 109; add Section 109.7 to read as follows:
109.7 Re-inspection Fee. A fee as established by city council resolution may be charged when:
1. The inspection called for is not ready when the inspector arrives;
2. No building address or permit card is clearly posted facing the street or roadway;
3. City approved plans are not on the job site available to the inspector;
4. The building is locked or work otherwise not available for inspection when called;
5. The job site is red-tagged twice for the same item;
6. The original red tag has been removed from the job site;
7. Failure to maintain erosion control, trash control or tree protection;
8. More than one inspection is called for the same system or work at the same building
under the same permit.
Any re-inspection fees assessed shall be paid before any more inspections are made on that
job site.

Section 109; add Section 109.8, 109.8.1, 109.8.2 and 109.9 to read as follows:
109.8 Work without a permit.
109.8.1 Investigation. Whenever work for which a permit is required by this code has been
commenced without first obtaining a permit, a special investigation shall be made before a permit
may be issued for such work.

109.8.2 Fee. An investigation fee, in addition to the permit fee, shall be collected whether or not
a permit is subsequently issued. The investigation fee shall be equal to the amount of the permit
fee required by this code or the city fee schedule as applicable. The payment of such investigation
fee shall not exempt the applicant from compliance with all other provisions of either this code or
the technical codes nor from penalty prescribed by law.
109.9 Unauthorized cover up fee. Any work concealed without first obtaining the required
inspection in violation of Section 110 shall be assessed a fee as established by the city fee
schedule.
Section 110.3.5; Lath, gypsum board and gypsum panel product inspection. Delete
exception
Section 110.1; is amended by adding the following:
110.3.11 Inspections Cancellation. Inspections shall be cancelled when work is not ready
upon start of inspection
Section 111; is amended by adding the following:
111.1.1 Unauthorized Occupancy. It is unlawful for a builder, building contractor, or building
owner to allow any person to occupy a building until a certificate of occupancy is issued.
111.1.2 Issuance. No certificate of occupancy will be issued until the City has been paid all
fees and costs that are related to the building or structure. The fees and costs include those
related to the infrastructure of the building, such as impact fees and fees for the installation of
water meter and water and wastewater connections.
Section 115 amended by adding the following:
Sec 115.4 Construction Noise. It is unlawful for any person to cause construction noise to be
made between 9:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. if the noise can be heard from any public street or
from a residence on private property in the City other than the property on which the noise is
made. Nothing in this section supersedes any other local or state statute as related to noise.
Exceptions:
(1) Construction noise from construction activities performed by or for a governmental
entity;
(2) Construction noise from emergency construction activities conducted solely to
alleviate an imminent danger to persons or property; or
(3) Construction noise from construction activities that are required in order for the
installation or performance of certain systems or subsystems to meet best practices of
building construction. This exception will apply only upon the Building Official's prior
written approval. To obtain the Building Official's approval a contractor must provide

written certification from a licensed professional engineer and any other information
the Building Official determines is required to prove that the activity is required for best
practices. At least 72 hours prior to the impending construction activity, the Building
Official may require the contractor to provide written notification to surrounding
properties. A committee made up of engineering, planning, city administration and
building department shall serve as arbiters of this section.

Section 202; amend definition of Ambulatory Care Facility as follows:
AMBULATORY CARE FACILITY. Buildings or portions thereof used to provide medical,
surgical, psychiatric, nursing or similar care on a less than 24-hour basis to individuals who are
rendered incapable of self-preservation by the services provided. This group may include but
not be limited to the following:
- Dialysis centers
- Sedation dentistry
- Surgery centers
- Colonic centers
- Psychiatric centers
Section 202; add definition of Assisting Living Facilities to read as follows.
ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES. A building or part thereof housing persons, on a 24-hour
basis, who because of age, mental disability or other reasons, live in a supervised residential
environment which provides personal care services. The occupants are capable of responding
to an emergency situation without physical assistance from staff.
Section 202; change definition of “Atrium” as follows:
ATRIUM. An opening connecting two three or more stories other than enclosed stairways,
elevators, hoistways, escalators, plumbing, electrical, air-conditioning or other equipment, which
is closed at the top and not defined as a mall. Stories, as used in this definition, do not include
balconies within assembly groups or mezzanines that comply with Section 505.
Section 202; change definition of “Existing Structure” as follows:
EXISTING STRUCTURE. Also known as EXISTING BUILDING. A building, structure or space,
with and approved final inspection issued under a code edition which is at least 2 published
code editions preceding the currently adopted building code in Rowlett; or a change of
occupancy. For applications of provisions in flood hazard areas, an existing structure or building
is any building or structure for which the start of construction commenced before the effective
date of the community first flood plain management code, ordinance or standard.
Section 202; add definition of “Repair Garage” as follows:

REPAIR GARAGE. A building, structure or portion thereof used for servicing or repairing motor
vehicles. This occupancy shall also include garages involved in minor repair, modification and
servicing of motor vehicles for items such as lube changes, inspections, windshield repair or
replacement, shocks, minor part replacement and other such minor repairs.
Section 202; amend definition of SPECIAL INSPECTOR to read as follows:
SPECIAL INSPECTOR. A qualified person employed or retained by an approved agency who
shall prove to the satisfaction of the registered design professional in responsible charge and the
Building Official as having the competence necessary to inspect a particular type of construction
requiring special inspection.
Section 202; amend definition to read as follows:
HIGH-RISE BUILDING. A building with an occupied floor located more than 55 feet (16 764
mm) above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access.
Section 303.1.3; add a sentence to read as follows:
303.1.3 Associated with Group E occupancies. A room or space used for assembly
purposes that is associated with a Group E occupancy is not considered a separate occupancy.
Except when applying the assembly requirements of Chapter 10 and 11.
Section 304.1; add the following to the list of occupancies:
Fire stations
Police stations with detention facilities for 5 or less

Section 307.1.1; add the following sentence to Exception 4:
4. Cleaning establishments that utilize combustible liquid solvents having a flash point of 140°F
(60°C) or higher in closed systems employing equipment listed by an approved testing agency,
provided that this occupancy is separated from all other areas of the building by 1-hour fire
barriers constructed in accordance with Section 707 or 1-hour horizontal
assemblies constructed in accordance with Section 711, or both. See also IFC Chapter 21, Dry
Cleaning Plant provisions.
Section 403.1, Exception 3; change to read as follows:
Exception: The provisions of Sections 403.2 through 403.6shall not apply to the following
buildings and structures:

1. Airport traffic control towers in accordance with Section 412.3.
2. Open parking garages in accordance with Section 406.5.
3. The open air portion of a building
4. Special industrial occupancies in accordance with Section 503.1.1.
5. Buildings with:
5.1. A Group H-1 occupancy;
5.2. A Group H-2 occupancy in accordance with Section
415.8, 415.9.2, 415.9.3 or 426.1; or,
5.3. A Group H-3 occupancy in accordance with Section 415.8.

Section 403.3, Exception; delete item 2.
Section 403.3.2; change to read as follows:
[F] 403.3.2 Water supply to required fire pumps. In buildings that are more than 120 feet
(36.5 m) in building height, required fire pumps shall be supplied by connections to no fewer
than two water mains located in different streets. Separate supply piping shall be provided
between each connection to the water main and the pumps. Each connection and the supply
piping between the connection and the pumps shall be sized to supply the flow and pressure
required for the pumps to operate.
Exception: Two connections to the same main shall be permitted provided the main is
valved such that an interruption can be isolated so that the water supply will continue
without interruption through no fewer than one of the connections.
Section 404.5; delete Exception.
Section 406.3.5.1; Amend to read as follows:
406.3.5.1 Carport Separation. A fire separation is not required between a Group R-2 and U
carport provided that the carport is entirely open on all sides and that the distance between the
two is at least 10 feet (3048 mm).
Section 506.2.2; add sentence to read as follows:
506.3.2.1 Open Space Limits. Such open space shall be either on the same lot or dedicated
for public use and shall be accessed from a street or approved fire lane. In order to be
considered as accessible, if not in direct contact with a street or fire lane, a minimum 10-foot
wide pathway meeting fire department access from the street or approved fire lane shall be
provided.
Section 708.10 is added to read as follows:
Section 708.10 Multiple Occupancy Buildings

708.10 Scope. The provisions of this chapter shall apply to all buildings and structures where
more than one (1) occupancy and/or business is located within same building or structure.
708.11 Separation. Each occupancy shall be separated from adjoining occupancies by a
minimum one-hour fire rated demising wall or assembly, constructed in accordance with the
International Building Code. A more restrictive rating, based on occupancy classification, may
require the separation to increase.
Section 712.1.9, change item 4 to read as follows:
4. Is not open to a corridor in Group I and H occupancies.
Section 901.6.1; add Section 901.6.1.1 to read as follows:
901.6.1.1 Standpipe Testing. Building owners/managers must maintain and test standpipe
systems as per NFPA 25 requirements. The following additional requirements shall be applied to
the testing that is required every 5 years:
1. The piping between the Fire Department Connection (FDC) and the standpipe shall be
backflushed when foreign material is present, and also hydrostatically tested for all FDC’s
on any type of standpipe system. Hydrostatic testing shall also be conducted in accordance
with NFPA 25 requirements for the different types of standpipe systems.
2. For any manual (dry or wet) standpipe system not having an automatic water supply capable
of flowing water through the standpipe, the tester shall connect hose from a fire hydrant or
portable pumping system (as approved by the fire code official) to each FDC, and flow water
through the standpipe system to the roof outlet to verify that each inlet connection functions
properly. Confirm that there are no open hose valves prior to introducing water into a dry
standpipe. There is no required pressure criteria at the outlet. Verify that check valves
function properly and that there are no closed control valves on the system.
3. Any pressure relief, reducing, or control valves shall be tested in accordance with the
requirements of NFPA 25. All hose valves shall be exercised.
4. If the FDC is not already provided with approved caps, the contractor shall install such caps
for all FDC’s as required by the fire code official.
5. Upon successful completion of standpipe test, place a blue tag (as per Texas Administrative
Code, Fire Sprinkler Rules for Inspection, Test and Maintenance Service (ITM) Tag) at the
bottom of each standpipe riser in the building. The tag shall be check-marked as “Fifth Year”
for Type of ITM, and the note on the back of the tag shall read “5 Year Standpipe Test” at a
minimum.
6. The procedures required by Texas Administrative Code Fire Sprinkler Rules with regard to
Yellow Tags and Red Tags or any deficiencies noted during the testing, including the
required notification of the local Authority Having Jurisdiction (fire code official) shall be
followed.

7. Additionally, records of the testing shall be maintained by the owner and contractor, if
applicable, as required by the State Rules mentioned above and NFPA 25.
8. Standpipe system tests where water will be flowed external to the building shall not be
conducted during freezing conditions or during the day prior to expected night time freezing
conditions.
9. Contact the fire code official for requests to remove existing fire hose from Class II and III
standpipe systems where employees are not trained in the utilization of this firefighting
equipment. All standpipe hose valves must remain in place and be provided with an
approved cap and chain when approval is given to remove hose by the fire code official.
Section 903.1.1; change to read as follows:
[F] 903.1.1 Alternative protection. Alternative automatic fire-extinguishing systems complying
with Section 904 shall be permitted in addition to automatic sprinkler protection where recognized
by the applicable standard or as approved by the fire code official.
Section 903.1 is amended by adding the following:
903.1.2 More restrictive section applies. Where fire sprinklers are required in other sections of
this code, the most restrictive requirement will apply to methods of construction, installation, or
other system requirements.
Section 903.2; Section 903.2 through Section 903.2.12 amended to read as follows:
903.2 Where Required. Approved automatic sprinkler systems in new buildings and structures
shall be provided in the locations described in Sections 903.2.1 through 903.2.12. All structures
exceeding 5000 sg ft., unless expressly exempted in this section, shall require automatic
sprinkler systems.
Automatic Sprinklers shall not be installed in elevator machine rooms, elevator machine spaces,
and elevator hoistways, other than pits where such sprinklers would not necessitate shunt trip
requirements under any circumstances. Storage shall not be allowed within the elevator
machine room. Signage shall be provided at the entry doors to the elevator machine room
indicating “ELEVATOR MACHINERY–NO STORAGE ALLOWED.”
903.2.1 Group A. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout buildings and
portions thereof used as Group A occupancies as provided in this section. For Group A-1, A-2,
A-3 and A-4 occupancies, the automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout the story
where the fire area containing the Group A-1, A-2, A-3 or A-4 occupancy is located, and
throughout all stories from the Group A occupancy to, and including, the levels of exit discharge
serving the Group A occupancy. For Group A-5 occupancies, the automatic sprinkler system
shall be provided in the spaces indicated in Section 903.2.1.5.

903.2.1.1 Group A-1. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided for fire areas containing
Group A-1 occupancies and intervening floors of the building where one of the following
conditions exists:
1. The fire area exceeds 5,000 square feet (1115 m2).
2. The fire area has an occupant load of 300 or more.
3. The fire area is located on a floor other than a level of exit discharge serving such
occupancies.
4. The fire area is two or more stories in height.
5. The fire area contains a multi-theater complex.
Note: For the purpose of this provision, fire walls shall not define separate buildings.
903.2.1.2 Group A-2. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided for fire areas containing
Group A-2 occupancies and intervening floors of the building where one of the following
conditions exists:
1. The fire area exceeds 5,000 square feet (464 m2).
2. The fire area has an occupant load of 100 or more.
3. The fire area is two or more stories in height.
4. The fire area is located on a floor other than a level of exit discharge serving such
occupancies.
Note: For the purpose of this provision, fire walls shall not define separate buildings.
903.2.1.3 Group A-3. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided for fire areas containing
Group A-3 occupancies and intervening floors of the building where one of the following
conditions exists:
1. The fire area exceeds 5,000 square feet (1115 m2).
2. The fire area has an occupant load of 300 or more.
3. The fire area is two or more stories in height.
4. The fire area is located on a floor other than a level of exit discharge serving such
occupancies.
Note: For the purpose of this provision, fire walls shall not define separate buildings.
903.2.1.4 Group A-4. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided for fire areas containing
Group A-4 occupancies and intervening floors of the building where one of the following
conditions exists:
1. The fire area exceeds 5,000 square feet (1115 m2).
2. The fire area has an occupant load of 300 or more.
3. The fire area is located on a floor other than a level of exit discharge serving such
occupancies.

Note: For the purpose of this provision, fire walls shall not define separate buildings.
903.2.1.5 Group A-5. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided for Group A-5
occupancies in the following areas: concession stands, retail areas, press boxes and other
accessory use areas in excess of 1,000 square feet (93 m2).
903.2.1.6 Assembly Occupancies on Roofs. Where an occupied roof has an assembly
occupancy with an occupant load exceeding 100 for Group A-2 and 300 for other Group A
occupancies, all floors between the occupied roof and the level of exit discharge shall be
equipped with an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 or 903.3.1.2.
Exception: Open parking garages of Type I or Type II construction.
903.2.1.7 Multiple Fire Areas. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided where multiple
fire areas of Group A-1, A-2, A-3 or A-4 occupancies share exit or exit access components and
the combined occupant load of these fire areas is 300 or more.
903.2.2 Ambulatory Care Facilities. An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed
throughout the entire floor containing an ambulatory care facility where either of the following
conditions exist at any time:
1. Four or more care recipients are incapable of self-preservation, whether rendered
incapable by staff or staff has accepted responsibility for care recipients already
incapable.
2. One or more care recipients that are incapable of self-preservation are located at
other than the level of exit discharge serving such a facility.
In buildings where ambulatory care is provided on levels other than the level of exit discharge,
an automatic sprinkler system shall be installed throughout the entire floor where such care is
provided as well as all floors below, and all floors between the level of ambulatory care and the
nearest level of exit discharge, including the level of exit discharge.
903.2.3 Group E. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided for Group E occupancies as
follows:
1. Throughout all Group E fire areas greater than 5,000 square feet in area.
2. Throughout every portion of educational buildings below the lowest level of exit
discharge.
Exception: An automatic sprinkler system is not required in any area below the
lowest level of exit discharge serving that area where every classroom
throughout the building has not fewer than one exterior exit door at ground level.
However, partially sprinklered buildings are not permitted under this exception.
Note; For the purpose of this provision, fire walls shall not define separate buildings.

903.2.4 Group F-1. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout all buildings
containing a Group F-1 occupancy where one of the following conditions exists:
1. A Group F-1 fire area exceeds 5,000 square feet.
2. A Group F-1 fire area is located more than three stories above grade plane.
3. The combined area of all Group F-1 fire areas on all floors, including any mezzanines,
exceeds 5,000 square feet.
4. A Group F-1 occupancy used for the manufacture of upholstered furniture or
mattresses exceeds 2,500 square feet (232 m2).
Note: For the purpose of this provision, fire walls shall not define separate buildings.
903.2.4.1 Woodworking Operations. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided
throughout all Group F-1 occupancy fire areas that contain woodworking operations in excess of
2,500 square feet in area (232 m2) that generate finely divided combustible waste or use finely
divided combustible materials.
903.2.5 Group H. Automatic sprinkler systems shall be provided in high-hazard occupancies as
required in Sections 903.2.5.1 through 903.2.5.3.
903.2.5.1 General. An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed in Group H occupancies.
903.2.5.2 Group H-5 Occupancies. An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed throughout
buildings containing Group H-5 occupancies. The design of the sprinkler system shall be not
less than that required under the International Building Code for the occupancy hazard
classifications in accordance with Table 903.2.5.2.
Where the design area of the sprinkler system consists of a corridor protected by one row of
sprinklers, the maximum number of sprinklers required to be calculated is 13.
TABLE 903.2.5.2 GROUP H-5 SPRINKLER DESIGN CRITERIA
LOCATION

OCCUPANCY HAZARD
CLASSIFICATION

Fabrication areas

Ordinary Hazard Group 2

Service corridors

Ordinary Hazard Group 2

Storage rooms without dispensing

Ordinary Hazard Group 2

Storage rooms with dispensing

Extra Hazard Group 2

Corridors

Ordinary Hazard Group 2

903.2.5.3 Pyroxylin Plastics. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided in buildings, or
portions thereof, where cellulose nitrate film or pyroxylin plastics are manufactured, stored or
handled in quantities exceeding 100 pounds (45 kg).
903.2.6 Group I. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout buildings with a
Group I fire area.
Exceptions:
1. An automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with Section 903.3.1.2 shall be
permitted in Group I-1 Condition 1 facilities.
2. An automatic sprinkler system is not required where Group I-4 day care facilities are
at the level of exit discharge and where every room where care is provided has not fewer
than one exterior exit door.
3. In buildings where Group I-4 day care is provided on levels other than the level of exit
discharge, an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 shall be
installed on the entire floor where care is provided, all floors between the level of care
and the level of exit discharge and all floors below the level of exit discharge other than
areas classified as an open parking garage.
Note: For the purpose of this provision, fire walls shall not define separate buildings.
903.2.7 Group M
An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout buildings containing a Group M
occupancy where one of the following conditions exists:
1. A Group M fire area exceeds 5,000 square feet (1115 m2).
2. A Group M fire area is located two or more stories above grade plane.
3. The combined area of all Group M fire areas on all floors, including any mezzanines,
exceeds 5,000 square feet (2230 m2).
4. A Group M occupancy used for the display and sale of upholstered furniture or
mattresses exceeds 5,000 square feet (464 m2).
Note: For the purpose of this provision, fire walls shall not define separate buildings.
903.2.7.1 High-Piled Storage. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided as required in
Chapter 32 in all buildings of Group M where storage of merchandise is in high-piled or rack
storage arrays.
903.2.8 Group R. An automatic sprinkler system installed shall be provided throughout
buildings where a Group R conditioned space exceeds 5,000 square feet.
903.2.8.1 Group R-3. An automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with Section
903.3.1.3 shall be permitted in Group R-3 occupancies.

903.2.8.2 Group R-4 Condition 1. An automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with
Section 903.3.1.3 shall be permitted in Group R-4 Condition 1 occupancies.
903.2.8.3 Group R-4 Condition 2. An automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with
Section 903.3.1.2 shall be permitted in Group R-4 Condition 2 occupancies. Attics shall be
protected in accordance with Section 903.2.8.3.1 or 903.2.8.3.2.
903.2.8.3.1 Attics Used for Living Purposes, Storage or Fuel-Fired Equipment. Attics used
for living purposes, storage or fuel-fired equipment shall be protected throughout with an
automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with Section 903.3.1.2.
903.2.8.3.2 Attics Not Used for Living Purposes, Storage or Fuel-Fired Equipment. Attics
not used for living purposes, storage or fuel-fired equipment shall be protected in accordance
with one of the following:
1. Attics protected throughout by a heat detector system arranged to activate the
building fire alarm system in accordance with Section 907.2.10.
2. Attics constructed of noncombustible materials.
3. Attics constructed of fire-retardant-treated wood framing complying with Section
2303.2 of the International Building Code.
4. The automatic sprinkler system shall be extended to provide protection throughout the
attic space.
903.2.8.4 Care Facilities. An automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with Section
903.3.1.3 shall be permitted in care facilities with five or fewer individuals in a single-family
dwelling.
903.2.9 Group S-1. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout all buildings
containing a Group S-1 occupancy where one of the following conditions exists:
1. A Group S-1 fire area exceeds 5,000 square feet.
2. A Group S-1 fire area is located more than three stories above grade plane.
3. The combined area of all Group S-1 fire areas on all floors, including any mezzanines,
exceeds 5,000 square feet.
4. A Group S-1 fire area used for the storage of commercial motor vehicles where the
fire area exceeds 5,000 square feet.
5. A Group S-1 occupancy used for the storage of upholstered furniture or mattresses
exceeds 2,500 square feet (232 m2).
903.2.9.1 Repair Garages. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout all
buildings used as repair garages in accordance with Section 406.8 of the International Building
Code, as shown:
1. Buildings having two or more stories above grade plane, including basements, with a
fire area containing a repair garage exceeding 5,000 square feet.

2. Buildings not more than one story above grade plane, with a fire area containing a
repair garage exceeding 5,000 square feet.
3. Buildings with repair garages servicing vehicles parked in basements.
4. A Group S-1 fire area used for the repair of commercial motor vehicles where the fire
area exceeds 5,000 square feet.
903.2.9.2 Bulk Storage of Tires. Buildings and structures where the area for the storage of
tires exceeds 20,000 cubic feet shall be equipped throughout with an automatic sprinkler system
in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1.
903.2.9.3 Self-Service Storage Facility. An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed
throughout all self-service storage facilities.
903.2.10 Group S-2 Enclosed Parking Garages. 903.2.10 Group S-2. An automatic sprinkler
system shall be provided throughout all buildings containing a Group S-2 occupancy where one
of the following conditions exist:
1. Where a Group S-2 fire area exceeds 5,000 square feet;
Exception: Open parking garages.
2. Where the fire area of an enclosed parking garage exceeds 5,000 square feet; or
3. Where enclosed parking garages are located beneath other groups.
Exception: Enclosed parking garages located beneath Group R-3 occupancies.
903.2.10.1 Commercial Parking Garages. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided
throughout buildings used for storage of commercial motor vehicles where the fire area exceeds
5,000 square feet.
903.2.11 Specific Buildings Areas and Hazards. In all occupancies other than Group U, an
automatic sprinkler system shall be installed for building design or hazards in the locations set
forth in Sections 903.2.11.1 through 903.2.11.6.
903.2.11.1 Stories Without Openings. An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed
throughout all stories, including basements, of all buildings where the floor area exceeds 1,500
square feet (139.4 m2) and where there is not provided not fewer than one of the following types
of exterior wall openings:
1. Openings below grade that lead directly to ground level by an exterior stairway
complying with Section 1011 or an outside ramp complying with Section 1012.
Openings shall be located in each 50 linear feet (15 240 mm), or fraction thereof,
of exterior wall in the story on at least one side. The required openings shall be
distributed such that the lineal distance between adjacent openings does not
exceed 50 feet (15 240 mm).
2. Openings entirely above the adjoining ground level totaling not less than 20

square feet (1.86 m2) in each 50 linear feet (15 240 mm), or fraction thereof, of
exterior wall in the story on at least one side. The required openings shall be
distributed such that the lineal distance between adjacent openings does not
exceed 50 feet (15 240 mm). The height of the bottom of the clear opening shall
not exceed 44 inches (1118 mm) measured from the floor.
903.2.11.1.1 Opening Dimensions and Access. Openings shall have a minimum dimension of
not less than 30 inches (762 mm). Such openings shall be accessible to the fire department
from the exterior and shall not be obstructed in a manner such that firefighting or rescue cannot
be accomplished from the exterior.
903.2.11.1.2 Openings on One Side Only, Where openings in a story are provided on only one
side and the opposite wall of such story is more than 75 feet (22 860 mm) from such openings,
the story shall be equipped throughout with an approved automatic sprinkler system or openings
as specified above shall be provided on not fewer than two sides of the story.
903.2.11.1.3 Basements. Where any portion of a basement is located more than 75 feet (22
860 mm) from openings required by Section 903.2.11.1, or where walls, partitions or other
obstructions are installed that restrict the application of water from hose streams, the basement
shall be equipped throughout with an approved automatic sprinkler system.
903.2.11.2 Rubbish and Linen Chutes. An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed at the
top of rubbish and linen chutes and in their terminal rooms. Chutes shall have additional
sprinkler heads installed at alternate floors and at the lowest intake. Where a rubbish chute
extends through a building more than one floor below the lowest intake, the extension shall
have sprinklers installed that are recessed from the drop area of the chute and protected from
freezing in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1. Such sprinklers shall be installed at alternate
floors beginning with the second level below the last intake and ending with the floor above the
discharge. Chute sprinklers shall be accessible for servicing.
903.2.11.3 Buildings 35 feet or more in height. An automatic sprinkler system shall be
installed throughout buildings that have one or more stories, other than penthouses in
compliance with Section 1510 of the International Building Code, located 35 feet (10 668 mm) or
more above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access, measured to the finished floor.
Exception: Open parking structures in compliance with Section 406.5 of the
International Building Code, having no other occupancies above the subject garage.
903.2.11.4 Ducts Conveying Hazardous Exhausts Where required by the International
Mechanical Code, automatic sprinklers shall be provided in ducts conveying hazardous exhaust
or flammable or combustible materials.
Exception: Ducts where the largest cross-sectional diameter of the duct is less than 10
inches (254 mm).

903.2.11.5 Commercial Cooking Operations An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed
in commercial kitchen exhaust hood and duct systems where an automatic sprinkler system is
used to comply with Section 904.
903.2.11.6 Other Required Suppression Systems In addition to the requirements of Section
903.2, the provisions indicated in Table 903.2.11.6 require the installation of a fire suppression
system for certain buildings and areas.
TABLE 903.2.11.6 ADDITIONAL REQUIRED FIRE SUPPRESSION SYSTEMS
SECTION

SUBJECT

914.2.1

Covered and open mall buildings

914.3.1

High-rise buildings

914.4.1

Atriums

914.5.1

Underground structures

914.6.1

Stages

914.7.1

Special amusement buildings

914.8.2

Airport traffic control towers

914.8.3, 914.8.6

Aircraft hangars

914.9

Flammable finishes

914.10

Drying rooms

914.11.1

Ambulatory care facilities

1029.6.2.3

Smoke-protected assembly seating

1103.5.1

Pyroxylin plastic storage in existing buildings

1103.5.2

Existing Group I-2 occupancies

1103.5.3

Existing Group I-2 Condition 2 occupancies

1103.5.4

Pyroxylin plastics

2108.2

Dry cleaning plants

2108.3

Dry cleaning machines

2309.3.2.6.2

Hydrogen motor fuel-dispensing area canopies

2404.2

Spray finishing in Group A, E, I or R

2404.4

Spray booths and spray rooms

2405.2

Dip-tank rooms in Group A, I or R

2405.4.1

Dip tanks

2405.9.4

Hardening and tempering tanks

2703.10

HPM facilities

2703.10.1.1

HPM work station exhaust

2703.10.2

HPM gas cabinets and exhausted enclosures

2703.10.3

HPM exit access corridor

2703.10.4

HPM exhaust ducts

2703.10.4.1

HPM noncombustible ducts

2703.10.4.2

HPM combustible ducts

2807.3

Lumber production conveyor enclosures

2808.7

Recycling facility conveyor enclosures

3006.1

Class A and B ovens

3006.2

Class C and D ovens

Table 3206.2

Storage fire protection

3206.4

Storage

3704.5

Storage of more than 1,000 cubic feet of loose
combustible fibers

5003.8.4.1

Gas rooms

5003.8.5.3

Exhausted enclosures

5004.5

Indoor storage of hazardous materials

TABLE 903.2.11.6‒continued ADDITIONAL REQUIRED FIRE SUPPRESSION SYSTEMS
SECTION

SUBJECT

5005.1.8

Indoor dispensing of hazardous materials

5104.4.1

Aerosol warehouses

5106.3.2

Aerosol display and merchandising areas

5306.2.1

Exterior medical gas storage room

5306.2.2

Interior medical gas storage room

5306.2.3

Medical gas storage cabinet

5606.5.2.1

Storage of smokeless propellant

5606.5.2.3

Storage of small arms primers

5704.3.7.5.1

Flammable and combustible liquid storage rooms

5704.3.8.4

Flammable and combustible liquid storage
warehouses

5705.3.7.3

Flammable and combustible liquid Group H-2 or
H-3 areas

6004.1.2

Gas cabinets for highly toxic and toxic gas

6004.1.3

Exhausted enclosures for highly toxic and toxic gas

6004.2.2.6

Gas rooms for highly toxic and toxic gas

6004.3.3

Outdoor storage for highly toxic and toxic gas

6504.1.1

Pyroxylin plastic storage cabinets

6504.1.3

Pyroxylin plastic storage vaults

6504.2

Pyroxylin plastic storage and manufacturing

For SI: 1 cubic foot = 0.023 m3.

903.2.11.7 High-Piled Combustible Storage. For any building with a clear height exceeding
12 feet (4572 mm), see Chapter 32 to determine if those provisions apply.
903.2.11.8 Spray Booths and Rooms. New and existing spray booths and spraying rooms
shall be protected by an approved automatic fire-extinguishing system.
903.2.11.9 Buildings Over 5,000 sq. ft. An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed
throughout all buildings with a building area 5,000 sq. ft. or greater in Section 903.2 through
Section 903.2.12 and in all existing buildings that are enlarged to be 5,000 sq. ft. or greater. For

the purpose of this provision, fire walls shall not define separate buildings.
Exception: Open parking garages in compliance with Section 406.5 of the International
Building Code.
For the purposes of this section, any attachment, awning, cover, or porte cochere is considered
fire area and is calculated in total building area. Other calculations are as prescribed in the
International Building Code.
903.2.11.10 Other occupancy classifications. An automatic sprinkler system shall be
provided throughout all buildings classified as Group B or Group F-2 having a fire area
exceeding 5,000 square feet. For the purpose of this provision, fire walls or partitions shall not
define separate buildings.
903.2.12 During Construction Automatic sprinkler systems required during construction,
alteration and demolition operations shall be provided in accordance with Section 3313.
Section 903.3.1.1.1; change to read as follows:
[F] 903.3.1.1.1 Exempt locations. When approved by the fire code official, automatic sprinklers
shall not be required in the following rooms or areas where such rooms or areas are protected
with an approved automatic fire detection system in accordance with Section 907.2 that will
respond to visible or invisible particles of combustion. Sprinklers shall not be omitted from a room
merely because it is damp, of fire-resistance-rated construction or contains electrical equipment.
1. Any room where the application of water, or flame and water, constitutes a serious life or fire
hazard.
2. Any room or space where sprinklers are considered undesirable because of the nature of the
contents, when approved by the code official.
3. Generator and transformer rooms, under the direct control of a public utility, separated from
the remainder of the building by walls and floor/ceiling or roof/ceiling assemblies having a fireresistance rating of not less than 2 hours.
4. Elevator machine rooms, machinery spaces, and hoistways, other than pits where such
sprinklers would not necessitate shunt trip requirements under any circumstances.
Section 903.3.1.2.3; add section to read as follows:
[F] Section 903.3.1.2.3 Attics and Attached Garages. Sprinkler protection is required in attic
spaces of such buildings two or more stories in height, in accordance with NFPA 13 and or NFPA
13R requirements, and attached garages. Does not apply to one and two family dwellings unless
access restrictions are determined by the fire official.
Section 903.3.1.3; change to read as follows:
[F] 903.3.1.3 NFPA 13D sprinkler systems. Automatic sprinkler systems installed in one- and
two-family dwellings; Group R-3; Group R-4 Condition 1 and townhouses shall be permitted to be

installed throughout in accordance with NFPA 13D or in accordance with state law.

Section 903.3.1.4; add to read as follows:
[F] 903.3.1.4 Freeze protection. Freeze protection systems for automatic fire sprinkler systems
shall be in accordance with the requirements of the applicable referenced NFPA standard and
this section.
903.3.1.4.1 Attics. Only dry-pipe, preaction, or listed antifreeze automatic fire sprinkler
systems shall be allowed to protect attic spaces.
Exception: Wet-pipe fire sprinkler systems shall be allowed to protect nonventilated attic spaces where:
1. The attic sprinklers are supplied by a separate floor control valve
assembly to allow ease of draining the attic system without impairing
sprinklers throughout the rest of the building, and
2. Adequate heat shall be provided for freeze protection as per the
applicable referenced NFPA standard, and
3. The attic space is a part of the building’s thermal, or heat, envelope, such
that insulation is provided at the roof deck, rather than at the ceiling level.
903.3.1.4.2 Heat trace/insulation. Heat trace/insulation shall only be allowed where
approved by the fire code official for small sections of large diameter water-filled pipe.
Section 903.3.5; add a second paragraph to read as follows:
[F] Water supply as required for such systems shall be provided in conformance with the supply
requirements of the respective standards; however, every water-based fire protection system
shall be designed with a 10 psi safety factor. Reference Section 507.4 for additional design
requirements.
Section 903.4; add a second paragraph after the exceptions to read as follows:
[F] Sprinkler and standpipe system water-flow detectors shall be provided for each floor tap to
the sprinkler system and shall cause an alarm upon detection of water flow for more than 45
seconds. All control valves in the sprinkler and standpipe systems except for fire department
hose connection valves shall be electrically supervised to initiate a supervisory signal at the
central station upon tampering.
Section 903.4.2; add second paragraph to read as follows:
[F] The alarm device required on the exterior of the building shall be a weatherproof horn/strobe
notification appliance with a minimum 75 candela strobe rating, installed as close as practicable
to the fire department connection.

Section 905.2; change to read as follows:

[F] 905.2 Installation standard. Standpipe systems shall be installed in accordance with this
section and NFPA 14. Manual dry standpipe systems shall be supervised with a minimum of 10
psig and a maximum of 40 psig air pressure with a high/low alarm.
Section 905.3; add Section 905.3.9 and exception to read as follows:
[F] 905.3.9 Buildings exceeding 10,000 sq. ft. In buildings exceeding 10,000 square feet in area
per story and where any portion of the building’s interior area is more than 200 feet (60960 mm)
of travel, vertically and horizontally, from the nearest point of fire department vehicle access,
Class I automatic wet or manual wet standpipes shall be provided.
Exceptions:
1.

Automatic dry and semi-automatic dry standpipes are allowed as provided for in NFPA
14.

2.

R-2 occupancies of four stories or less in height having no interior corridors.

Section 905.4, change Item 1., 3., and 5. and add Item 7. to read as follows:
[F] 1. In every required exit stairway, a hose connection shall be provided for each story above
and below grade plane. Hose connections shall be located at an intermediate landing
between stories, unless otherwise approved by the fire code official.
2. On each side of the wall adjacent to the exit opening of a horizontal exit.
3. In every exit passageway, at the entrance from the exit passageway to other areas of a
building.
Exception: Where floor areas adjacent to an exit passageway are reachable from an
exit stairway hose connection by a 30-foot (9144 mm) hose stream from a nozzle
attached to 100 feet (30 480 mm) of hose, a hose connection shall not be required at
the entrance from the exit passageway to other areas of the building.
4. In covered mall buildings, adjacent to each exterior public entrance to the mall and
adjacent to each entrance from an exit passageway or exit corridor to the mall. In
open mall buildings, adjacent to each public entrance to the mall at the perimeter line and
adjacent to each entrance from an exit passageway or exit corridor to the mall.
5. Where the roof has a slope less than four units vertical in 12 units horizontal (33.3percent slope), each standpipe shall be provided with a two-way hose connection located
to serve the roof or at the highest landing of an exit stairway with stair access to the roof
provided in accordance with Section 1011.12.

6. Where the most remote portion of a non-sprinklered floor or story is more than 150 feet
(45 720 mm) from a hose connection or the most remote portion of a sprinklered floor
or story is more than 200 feet (60 960 mm) from a hose connection, the fire code official
is authorized to require that additional hose connections be provided
in approved locations.
7. When required by this Chapter, standpipe connections shall be placed adjacent to all
required exits to the structure and at two hundred feet (200’) intervals along major
corridors thereafter, or as otherwise approved by the fire code official.
Section 905.9; add a second paragraph after the exceptions to read as follows:
[F] Sprinkler and standpipe system water-flow detectors shall be provided for each floor tap to
the sprinkler system and shall cause an alarm upon detection of water flow for more than 45
seconds. All control valves in the sprinkler and standpipe systems except for fire department
hose connection valves shall be electrically supervised to initiate a supervisory signal at the
central station upon tampering.
Section 907.1; add Section 907.1.4 and 907.1.4.1 to read as follows:
[F] 907.1.4 Design standards. Where a new fire alarm system is installed, the devices shall be
addressable. Fire alarm systems utilizing more than 20 smoke detectors shall have analog
initiating devices.
Section 907.2.1; change to read as follows:
[F] 907.2.1 Group A. A manual fire alarm system that activates the occupant notification system
in accordance with Section 907.5 shall be installed in Group A occupancies having an occupant
load of 300 or more persons or more than 100 persons above or below the lowest level of exit
discharge. Group A occupancies not separated from one another in accordance with Section
707.3. 10 of the International Building Code shall be considered as a single occupancy for the
purposes of applying this section. Portions of Group E occupancies occupied for assembly
purposes shall be provided with a fire alarm system as required for the Group E occupancy.
Exception: Manual fire alarm boxes are not required where the building is equipped
throughout with an automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with Section
903.3.1.1 and the occupant notification appliances will activate throughout the notification
zones upon sprinkler water flow.
Activation of fire alarm notification appliances shall:
1. Cause illumination of the means of egress with light of not less than 1 foot-candle (11
lux) at the walking surface level, and;
2. Stop any conflicting or confusing sounds and visual distractions.
Section 907.2.3; change to read as follows:

[F] 907.2.3 Group E. A manual fire alarm system that initiates the occupant notification signal
utilizing an emergency voice/alarm communication system meeting the requirements of Section
907.5.2.2 and installed in accordance with Section 907.6 shall be installed in Group E educational
occupancies. When automatic sprinkler systems or smoke detectors are installed, such systems
or detectors shall be connected to the building fire alarm system. An approved smoke detection
system shall be installed in Group E day care occupancies. Unless separated by a minimum of
100' open space, all buildings, whether portable buildings or the main building, will be considered
one building for alarm occupant load consideration and interconnection of alarm systems.
Exceptions:
1. A manual fire alarm system is not required in Group E occupancies with an occupant
load of 50 or less; or, a residential In-Home day care with not more than 12 children
may use interconnected single station detectors in all habitable rooms. (For care of
more than five children 2 1/2 or less years of age, see Section 907.2.6.)
2. Emergency voice/alarm communication systems meeting the requirements of Section
907.5.2.2 and installed in accordance with Section 907.6 shall not be required
in Group E occupancies with occupant loads of 100 or less, provided that activation of
the manual fire alarm system initiates an approved occupant notification signal in
accordance with Section 907.5.
3. Manual fire alarm boxes are not required in Group E occupancies where all of the
following apply:
3.1. Interior corridors are protected by smoke detectors.
3.2. Auditoriums, cafeterias, gymnasiums and similar areas are protected by heat
detectors or other approved detection devices.
3.3. Shops and laboratories involving dusts or vapors are protected by heat
detectors or other approved detection devices.
4. Manual fire alarm boxes shall not be required in Group E occupancies where all of the
following apply:
4.1. The building is equipped throughout with an approved automatic sprinkler
system installed in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1.
4.2. The emergency voice/alarm communication system will activate on sprinkler
waterflow.
4.3. Manual activation is provided from a normally occupied location.

Section 907.2.13, Exception 3; change to read as follows:
[F] 3. Open air portions of buildings with an occupancy in Group A-5 in accordance with Section
303.1 of the International Building Code; however, this exception does not apply to accessory
uses including but not limited to sky boxes, restaurants and similarly enclosed areas.
Section 907.4.2; add Section 907.4.2.7 to read as follows:

[F] 907.4.2.7 Type. Manual alarm initiating devices shall be an approved double action type.
Section 907.6.1; add Section 907.6.1.1 to read as follows:
[F] 907.6.1.1 Wiring Installation. All fire alarm systems shall be installed in such a manner that
a failure of any single initiating device or single open in an initiating circuit conductor will not
interfere with the normal operation of other such devices. All signaling line circuits (SLC) shall be
installed in such a way that a single open will not interfere with the operation of any addressable
devices (Class A). Outgoing and return SLC conductors shall be installed in accordance with
NFPA 72 requirements for Class A circuits and shall have a minimum of four feet separation
horizontal and one foot vertical between supply and return circuit conductors. The initiating device
circuit (IDC) from a signaling line circuit interface device may be wired Class B, provided the
distance from the interface device to the initiating device is ten feet or less.
Section 907.6.3; delete all four Exceptions.
Section 907.6.6; – add sentence at end of paragraph to read as follows:
[F] See 907.6.3 for the required information transmitted to the supervising station.
Section 909.22; add to read as follows:
[F] 909.22 Stairway or ramp pressurization alternative. Where the building is equipped
throughout with an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 and the stair
pressurization alternative is chosen for compliance with Building Code requirements for a
smokeproof enclosure, interior exit stairways or ramps shall be pressurized to a minimum of 0.10
inches of water (25 Pa) and a maximum of 0.35 inches of water (87 Pa) in the shaft relative to the
building measured with all interior exit stairway and ramp doors closed under maximum
anticipated conditions of stack effect and wind effect. Such systems shall comply with Section
909, including the installation of a separate fire-fighter’s smoke control panel as per Section
909.16, and a Smoke Control Permit shall be required from the Fire Department as per Section
105.7.
[F] 909.22.1 Ventilating equipment. The activation of ventilating equipment for the stair or ramp
pressurization system shall be by smoke detectors installed at each floor level at an approved
location at the entrance to the smokeproof enclosure. When the closing device for the stairway or
ramp shaft and vestibule doors is activated by smoke detection or power failure, mechanical
equipment shall activate and operate at the required performance levels. Smoke detectors shall
be installed in accordance with Section 907.3.
[F] 909.22.1.1 Ventilation systems. Smokeproof enclosure ventilation systems shall be
independent of other building ventilation systems. The equipment, control wiring, power wiring
and ductwork shall comply with one of the following:
1. Equipment, control wiring, power wiring and ductwork shall be located exterior to the
building and directly connected to the smokeproof enclosure or connected to the

smokeproof enclosure by ductwork enclosed by not less than 2-hour fire barriers
constructed in accordance with Section 707 of the Building Code or horizontal
assemblies constructed in accordance with Section 711 of the Building Code, or both.
2. Equipment, control wiring, power wiring and ductwork shall be located within the
smokeproof enclosure with intake or exhaust directly from and to the outside or through
ductwork enclosed by not less than 2-hour barriers constructed in accordance with
Section 707 of the Building Code or horizontal assemblies constructed in accordance
with Section 711 of the Building Code, or both.
3. Equipment, control wiring, power wiring and ductwork shall be located within the
building if separated from the remainder of the building, including other mechanical
equipment, by not less than 2-hour fire barriers constructed in accordance with Section
707 of the Building Code or horizontal assemblies constructed in accordance with
Section 711 of the Building Code, or both.
Exceptions:
1. Control wiring and power wiring utilizing a 2-hour rated cable or cable system.
2. Where encased with not less than 2 inches (51 mm) of concrete.
3. Control wiring and power wiring protected by a listed electrical circuit protective
systems with a fire-resistance rating of not less than 2 hours.
[F] 909.22.1.2 Standby power. Mechanical vestibule and stairway and ramp shaft ventilation
systems and automatic fire detection systems shall be provided with standby power in accordance
with Section 2702 of the Building Code.
[F] 909.22.1.3 Acceptance and testing. Before the mechanical equipment is approved, the
system shall be tested in the presence of the fire code official to confirm that the system is
operating in compliance with these requirements.
Section 910.2; change Exception 2. and 3. to read as follows:
2. Only manual smoke and heat removal shall not be required in areas of buildings equipped
with early suppression fast-response (ESFR) sprinklers. Automatic smoke and heat
removal is prohibited.
3. Only manual smoke and heat removal shall not be required in areas of buildings equipped
with control mode special application sprinklers with a response time index of 50(m*S) 1/2
or less that are listed to control a fire in stored commodities with 12 or fewer sprinklers.
Automatic smoke and heat removal is prohibited.
Section 910.2; add subsections 910.2.3 with exceptions to read as follows:
[F] 910.2.3 Group H. Buildings and portions thereof used as a Group H occupancy as follows:

1. In occupancies classified as Group H-2 or H-3, any of which are more than 15,000 square
feet (1394 m2) in single floor area.
Exception: Buildings of noncombustible construction containing only
noncombustible materials.
2. In areas of buildings in Group H used for storing Class 2, 3, and 4 liquid and solid oxidizers,
Class 1 and unclassified detonable organic peroxides, Class 3 and 4 unstable (reactive)
materials, or Class 2 or 3 water-reactive materials as required for a high-hazard
commodity classification.
Exception: Buildings of noncombustible construction containing only
noncombustible materials.
Section 910.3; add section 910.3.4 to read as follows:

[F] 910.3.4 Vent operation. Smoke and heat vents shall be capable of being operated by
approved automatic and manual means. Automatic operation of smoke and heat vents shall
conform to the provisions of Sections 910.3.2.1 through 910.3.2.3.

[F] 910.3.4.1 Sprinklered buildings. Where installed in buildings equipped with an
approved automatic sprinkler system, smoke and heat vents shall be designed to
operate automatically.
The automatic operating mechanism of the smoke and heat vents shall operate at a
temperature rating at least 100 degrees F (approximately 38 degrees Celsius) greater
than the temperature rating of the sprinklers installed.
Exception: Manual only system per 910.2

[F] 910.3.4.2 Nonsprinklered buildings. Where installed in buildings not equipped with
an approved automatic sprinkler system, smoke and heat vents shall operate
automatically by actuation of a heat-responsive device rated at between 100°F (56°C)
and 220°F (122°C) above ambient.
Exception: Listed gravity-operated drop out vents.

Section 910.4.3.1; change to read as follows:

[F] 910.4.3.1 Makeup air. Makeup air openings shall be provided within 6 feet (1829 mm) of
the floor level. Operation of makeup air openings shall be automatic. The minimum gross area
of makeup air inlets shall be 8 square feet per 1,000 cubic feet per minute (0.74 m2 per 0.4719
m3/s) of smoke exhaust.

Section 910.4.4; change to read as follows:

[F] 910.4.4 Activation. The mechanical smoke removal system shall be activated automatically
by the automatic sprinkler system or by an approved fire detection system. Individual manual
controls shall also be provided.
Exception: Manual only systems per Section 910.2.

Section 912.2; add Section 912.2.3 to read as follows:

[F] 912.2.3 Hydrant distance. An approved fire hydrant shall be located within 100 feet of the
fire department connection as the fire hose lays along an unobstructed path.

Section 913.2.1; add second paragraph and exception to read as follows:

[F] When located on the ground level at an exterior wall, the fire pump room shall be provided
with an exterior fire department access door that is not less than 3 ft. in width and 6 ft. – 8 in. in
height, regardless of any interior doors that are provided. A key box shall be provided at this door,
as required by Section 506.1.

Exception: When it is necessary to locate the fire pump room on other levels or not at an
exterior wall, the corridor leading to the fire pump room access from the exterior of the building
shall be provided with equivalent fire resistance as that required for the pump room, or as
approved by the fire code official. Access keys shall be provided in the key box as required
by Section 506.1.

Section 1006.2.2.6 Add a new Section 1006.2.2.6 as follows:

1006.2.2.6 Electrical Rooms. For electrical rooms, special exiting requirements may apply.
Reference the electrical code as adopted.

Section 1009.1; add the following Exception 4:
1009.1 Accessible Means of Egress Required

Accessible means of egress shall comply with this section. Accessible spaces shall be provided
with not less than one accessible means of egress. Where more than one means of egress are
required by Section 1006.2 or 1006.3 from any accessible space, each accessible portion of the
space shall be served by not less than two accessible means of egress.
Exceptions:
1. Accessible means of egress are not required to be provided in existing buildings.
2. One accessible means of egress is required from an accessible mezzanine level
in accordance with Section 1009.3, 1009.4 or 1009.5.
3. In assembly areas with ramped aisles or stepped aisles, one accessible means of
egress is permitted where the common path of egress travel is accessible and meets
the requirements in Section 1029.8.
4. Buildings regulated under State Law and built in accordance with State
registered plans, including any variances or waivers granted by the State, shall be
deemed to be in compliance with the requirements of Section 1009.

Section 1010.1.9.4 Bolt Locks; amend exceptions 3 and 4 as follows:
1010.1.9.4 Bolt Locks. Manually operated flush bolts or surface bolts are not permitted.
Exceptions:
1. On doors not required for egress in individual dwelling units or sleeping units.
2. Where a pair of doors serves a storage or equipment room, manually operated
edge- or surface-mounted bolts are permitted on the inactive leaf.
3. Where a pair of doors serves an occupant load of less than 50 persons in a
Group B, F, M or S occupancy.
4. Where a pair of doors serves a Group A, B, F, M or S occupancy
5. Where a pair of doors serves patient care rooms in Group I-2 occupancies, selflatching edge- or surface-mounted bolts are permitted on the inactive leaf provided
that the inactive leaf is not needed to meet egress capacity requirements and the
inactive leaf shall not contain doorknobs, panic bars or similar operating hardware.

Section 1015.8 Window Openings. Revise text as follows:

1. Operable windows where the top of the sill of the opening is located more than 55
feet (16 764 mm) above the finished grade or other surface below and that are
provided with window fall prevention devices that comply with ASTM F 2006.

Section 1020.1 Construction; add exception 6 to read as follows:
6. In group B occupancies, corridor walls and ceilings need not be of fire-resistive
construction within a single tenant space when the space is equipped with approved
automatic smoke-detection within the corridor. The actuation of any detector shall
activate self-annunciating alarms audible in all areas within the corridor. Smoke
detectors shall be connected to an approved automatic fire alarm system where such
system is provided.

Section 1029.1.1.1 Delete this section. Spaces under grandstands and bleachers;

Section 1101.1 Scope. add exception to Section 1101.1 as follows:

Exception: Components of projects regulated by and registered with Architectural
Barriers Division of Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation shall be deemed to
be incompliance with the requirements of this chapter.

Section 1203.1; amended to read as follows:

1203.1 General. Buildings shall be provided with natural ventilation in accordance with Section
1203.4, or mechanical ventilation in accordance with the International Mechanical Code.

Where air infiltration rate in a dwelling unit is 5 air changes or less per hour when tested with a
blower door at a pressure 0.2 inch w.c. (50 Pa) in accordance with Section 402.4.1.2 of the
International Energy Conservation Code, the dwelling unit shall be ventilated by mechanical
means in accordance with Section 403 of the International Mechanical Code.

Table 1505.1; delete footnote c and replace footnote b with the following:

a. Unless otherwise required in accordance with the International Wildland-Urban Interface
Code or due to the location of the building within a fire district in accordance with Appendix D.
b. Non-classified roof coverings shall be permitted on buildings of U occupancies having not
more than 120 sq. ft. of protected roof area. When exceeding 120 sq. ft. of protected roof
area, buildings of U occupancies may use non-rated non-combustible roof coverings.

Section 1505.7; delete the section

Section 1510.1; amend to read as follows:
1510.1 General. Materials and methods of applications used for recovering or replacing an
existing roof covering shall comply with the requirements of Chapter 15. All individual
replacement shingles or shakes shall be in compliance with the rating required by Table 1505.1.
Section 1704.2, Special inspections and tests is amended to read as follows:

1704.2 Special inspections and tests. Where application is made to the Building Official for
construction as specified in Section 105, the owner or the owner’s authorized agent, or the
registered design professional in responsible charge, other than the contractor, shall employ
one or more approved agencies to provide special inspections and tests during construction on
the types of work listed under Section 1705 and identify the approved agencies to the Building
Official. The special inspector shall not be employed by the contractor. These special
inspections and tests are in addition to the inspections identified by the Building Official that are
identified in Section 110.

Section 1704.2.1, Special inspector qualifications, is amended to read as follows:

1704.2.1 Special inspector qualifications. Prior to the start of construction and or upon
request, the approved agencies shall provide written documentation to the registered design
professional in responsible charge and the building official demonstrating the competence and
relevant experience or training of the special inspectors who will perform the special inspections
and tests during construction. Experience or training shall be considered relevant where the
documented experience or training is related in complexity to the same type of special
inspection or testing activities for projects of similar complexity and material qualities. These
qualifications are in addition to qualifications specified in other sections of this code.

The registered design professional in responsible charge and engineers of record involved in
the design of the project are permitted to act as the approved agency and their personnel are
permitted to act as special inspectors for the work designed by them, provided they qualify
as special inspectors.

Section 1704.2.4, Report requirement, is amended to read as follows:

1704.2.4 Report requirement. Approved agencies shall keep records of special inspections
and tests. The approved agency shall submit reports of special inspections and tests to the
Building Official upon request, and to the registered design professional in responsible charge.
Individual inspection reports shall indicate that work inspected or tested was or was not
completed in conformance to approved construction documents. Discrepancies shall be brought
to the immediate attention of the contractor for correction. If they are not corrected, the
discrepancies shall be brought to the attention of the building official and to the registered
design professional in responsible charge prior to the completion of that phase of the work. A
final report documenting required special inspections and tests, and correction of any
discrepancies noted in the inspections or tests, shall be submitted at a point in time agreed
upon prior to the start of work by the owner or the owner's authorized agent to the building
official.

Section 1704.2.5.2, Fabricator approval, is amended to read as follows:

1704.2.5.1 Fabricator approval. Special inspections during fabrications required by Section
1704 are not required where the work is done on the premises of a fabricator registered and
approved to perform such work without special inspection. Approval shall be based upon review
of the fabricator's written procedural and quality control manuals and periodic auditing of
fabrication practices by an approved agency, or a fabricator that is enrolled in a nationally
accepted inspections program. At completion of fabrication, the acceptable or approved
fabricator shall submit a certificate of compliance to the owner or the owner’s authorized agent
or the registered design professional in responsible charge, stating that the work was performed
in accordance with the approved construction documents. The certificate of compliance shall
also be made available to the Building Official upon request.

Section 2901.1; add a sentence to read as follows:
[P] 2901.1 Scope. Plumbing fixtures shall be provided in the minimum number as shown in
Table 2902.1 based on the actual use of the building or space. Uses not shown in Table 2902.1

shall be considered individually by the code official. The number of occupants shall be
determined by this code. The provisions of this Chapter are meant to work in coordination with
the provisions of Chapter 4 of the International Plumbing Code. Should any conflicts arise
between the two chapters, the Building Official shall determine which provision applies.

Section 2902.1; add a second paragraph to read as follows:
In other than E Occupancies, the minimum number of fixtures in Table 2902.1 may be lowered,
if requested in writing, by the applicant stating reasons for a reduced number and approved by
the Building Official.

Table 2902.1; add footnote f to read as follows:
f. Drinking fountains are not required in M Occupancies with an occupant load of 100 or
less, B Occupancies with an occupant load of 25 or less, and for dining and/or drinking
establishments.

Section 2902.1.3; add new Section 2902.1.3 to read as follows:
2902.1.3 Additional fixtures for food preparation facilities. In addition to the fixtures required
in this Chapter, all food service facilities shall be provided with additional fixtures set out in this
section.
2902.1.3.1 Hand washing lavatory. At least one hand washing lavatory shall be provided for
use by employees that is accessible from food preparation, food dispensing and ware washing
areas. Additional hand washing lavatories may be required based on convenience of use by
employees.
2902.1.3.2 Service sink. In new or remodeled food service establishments, at least one service
sink or one floor sink shall be provided so that it is conveniently located for the cleaning of mops
or similar wet floor cleaning tool and for the disposal of mop water and similar liquid waste. The
location of the service sink(s) and/or mop sink(s) shall be approved by the Rowlett Health
Department

Section 3001 is amended by adding the following:
3001.5 Conflicts. If there is a conflict between state law, the International Building Code or
local code amendments, the most restrictive provision shall apply.
Section 3002.1 Hoistway Enclosure Protection add exceptions to read as follows:
Exceptions:

1. Elevators wholely located within atriums complying with Section 404 shall not
require hoistway enclosure protection.
2. Elevators in open or enclosed parking garages that serve only the parking
garage, and complying with Sections 406.5 and 406.6, respectively, shall not
require hoistway enclosure protection.

Section 3005.4 Machine rooms, control rooms, machinery spaces and control spaces is
amended to read as follows:

Section 3005.4 Machine rooms, control rooms, machinery spaces and control spaces
Elevator machine rooms, control rooms, control spaces and machinery spaces shall be
enclosed with fire barriers constructed in accordance with Section 707 or horizontal assemblies
constructed in accordance with Section 711, or both. The fire-resistance rating shall be not less
than the required rating of the hoistway enclosure served by the machinery. Openings in the fire
barriers shall be protected with assemblies having a fire protection rating not less than that
required for the hoistway enclosure doors.
Exceptions:
1. For other than fire service access elevators and occupant evacuation
elevators, where machine rooms, machinery spaces, control rooms and control
spaces do not abut and have no openings to the hoistway enclosure they serve,
the fire barriers constructed in accordance with Section 707 or horizontal
assemblies constructed in accordance with Section 711, or both, shall be
permitted to be reduced to a 1-hour fire-resistance rating.
2. For other than fire service access elevators and occupant evacuation
elevators, in buildings four stories or less above grade plane where machine
room, machinery spaces, control rooms and control spaces do not abut and have
no openings to the hoistway enclosure they serve, the machine room, machinery
spaces, control rooms and control spaces are not required to be fire-resistance
rated.

Section 3005.7; add a Section 3005.7 as follows:

3005.7 Fire Protection in Machine rooms, control rooms, machinery spaces and control
spaces.

3005.7.1 Automatic sprinkler system. The building shall be equipped throughout with an
automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1, except as otherwise permitted
by Section 903.3.1.1.1 and as prohibited by Section 3005.7.2.1.

3005.7.2.1 Prohibited locations. Automatic sprinklers shall not be installed in machine rooms,
elevator machinery spaces, control rooms, control spaces and elevator hoist-ways.

3005.7.2.2 Sprinkler system monitoring. The sprinkler system shall have a sprinkler control
valve supervisory switch and water-flow initiating device provided for each floor that is
monitored by the building’s fire alarm system.

3005.7.3 Water protection. An approved method to prevent water from infiltrating into the
hoistway enclosure from the operation of the automatic sprinkler system outside the elevator
lobby shall be provided.

3005.7.4 Shunt trip. Means for elevator shutdown in accordance with Section 3005.5 shall not
be installed.

Section 3005.8; add section 3005.8 to read as follows:
Section 3005.8 Storage. Storage shall not be allowed within the elevator machine room,
control room, machinery spaces or control spaces. Provide appropriate signage at each entry to
the above listed locations statin: “No Storage Allowed”.

Section 3006.2, Hoistway opening protection required is amended to read as follows:

Section 3006.2, Hoistway opening protection required Elevator hoistway door openings
shall be protected in accordance with Section 3006.3where an elevator hoistway connects more
than three stories, is required to be enclosed within a shaft enclosure in accordance
with Section 712.1.1 and any of the following conditions apply:
1. The building is not protected throughout with an automatic sprinkler system in
accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 or 903.3.1.2.
2. The building contains a Group I-1 Condition 2 occupancy.

3. The building contains a Group I-2 occupancy.
4. The building contains a Group I-3 occupancy.

5. The building is a high rise and the elevator hoistway is more than 55 feet (16 764 mm) in
height. The height of the hoistway shall be measured from the lowest floor at or above grade to
the highest floors served by the hoistway.

Section 3109.1; change to read as follows:
3109.1 General. Swimming pools shall comply with the requirements of sections 3109.2
through 3109.5 and other applicable sections of this code and complying with applicable state
laws.

Section 3305 is amended by adding the following:
3305.2 Trash Containment. Contractors shall ensure that every construction, remodel,
repair, or renovation site has a method of containment for trash and debris. The contractor
shall ensure that the trash and debris is removed from the site on a regular basis so that the
site is maintained in a clean, sanitary, dust free, and safe condition at all times.
3305.3 Sanitary Facilities. Contractors shall ensure that every construction, remodel, repair,
or renovation site has adequate sanitary facilities for all workers. The contractor shall ensure
that these facilities are kept in a clean and sanitary condition at all times.
3305.4 Street Cleaning. Adjacent streets to the construction site shall be maintained and free
of dirt, mud, rocks and other construction debris at all times.
3305.5 Spoils piles. Visible (full or partial) spoils piles located within fifty feet of a public
ROW shall not exceed eight feet in height. The City maintains discretion in the management
of spoils pile volume and foot print, which shall be minimized. Seeding undisturbed portions of
the pile is required in accordance with all applicable TPDES regulations.
3305.6 Jobsite Management. The Building Official shall have approval of all staging areas for
jobsites where there are site constraints that may affect the surrounding areas.
3305.7 Truck Routes. The Building Official shall have approval of all truck routes within the
City Limits used for construction purposes such as excavation transport, ready-mix pour, etc.

CITY OF ROWLETT
INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE AMENDMENTS
2015 ED.

Section R102.4; change to read as follows:

R102.4 Referenced codes and standards. The codes, when specifically adopted, and
standards referenced in this code shall be considered part of the requirements of this code to
the prescribed extent of each such reference and as further regulated in Sections R102.4.1 and
R102.4.2. Whenever amendments have been adopted to the referenced codes and standards,
each reference to said code and standard shall be considered to reference the amendments as
well. Any reference made to NFPA 70 or the Electrical Code shall mean the Electrical Code as
adopted.

Section R104.2.1; delete this section.
Section R104.10.1; amend to read as follows:
For purposes of this section and Section 1612.3, Chapter 82 of the Rowlett Code of Ordinances
prevails.
Section R105.2; is amended to read as follows:
Section R105.2 Work Exempt from permit
Exemption from permit requirements of this code shall not be deemed to grant authorization for
any work to be done in any manner in violation of the provisions of this code or any other laws
or ordinances of this jurisdiction. Permits may not be required for the following:
Building:
1. One-story detached accessory structures, provided that the floor area does not
exceed 120 square feet.
2. Retaining walls that are not over 4 feet (1219 mm) in height measured from the
bottom of the footing to the top of the wall, unless supporting a surcharge.
3. Water tanks supported directly upon grade if the capacity does not exceed 5,000
gallons (18 927 L) and the ratio of height to diameter or width does not exceed 2 to 1.
4. Concrete on private property under 100 square feet.
5. Painting, papering, tiling, carpeting, cabinets, counter tops and similar finish work.

6. Prefabricated swimming pools that are less than 24 inches (610 mm) deep.
7. Swings and other playground equipment.
8. Decks not exceeding 120 square feet in area, that are not more than 30 inches (762
mm) above grade at any point, are not attached to a dwelling do not serve the exit door
required by Section R311.4.
Electrical:
1. Listed cord-and-plug connected temporary decorative lighting.
2. Reinstallation of attachment plug receptacles but not the outlets therefor.
3. Replacement of branch circuit overcurrent devices of the required capacity in the
same location.
4. Electrical wiring, devices, appliances, apparatus or equipment operating at less than
25 volts and not capable of supplying more than 50 watts of energy.
5. Minor repair work, including the replacement of lamps or the connection of approved
portable electrical equipment to approved permanently installed receptacles.
Gas:
1. Portable heating, cooking or clothes drying appliances.
2. Replacement of any minor part that does not alter approval of equipment or make
such equipment unsafe.
3. Portable-fuel-cell appliances that are not connected to a fixed piping system and are
not interconnected to a power grid.
Mechanical:
1. Portable heating appliances.
2. Portable ventilation appliances.
3. Portable cooling units.
4. Steam, hot- or chilled-water piping within any heating or cooling equipment regulated
by this code.
5. Replacement of any minor part that does not alter approval of equipment or make
such equipment unsafe.
6. Portable evaporative coolers.
7. Self-contained refrigeration systems containing 10 pounds (4.54 kg) or less
of refrigerator that are actuated by motors of 1 horsepower (746 W) or less.
8. Portable-fuel-cell appliances that are not connected to a fixed piping system and are
not interconnected to a power grid.
Plumbing:
1. The stopping of leaks in drains, water, soil, waste or vent pipe; provided, however,
that if any concealed trap, drainpipe, water, soil, waste or vent pipe becomes defective
and it becomes necessary to remove and replace the same with new material, such
work shall be considered as new work and a permit shall be obtained and inspection
made as provided in this code.
2. The clearing of stoppages or the repairing of leaks in pipes, valves or fixtures, and the
removal and reinstallation of water closets, provided such repairs do not involve or
require the replacement or rearrangement of valves, pipes or fixtures.

Section R105.3.1.1& R106.1.4; delete these sections.

Section R110 (R110.1 through R110.5); delete the section.

Section R202; change definition of "Townhouse" to read as follows:

TOWNHOUSE. A single-family dwelling unit constructed in a group of three or more attached
units separated by property lines in which each unit extends from foundation to roof and with a
yard or public way on at least two sides.
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1. A fire-resistance rating of 1/2 hour shall be permitted in buildings equipped
throughout with an automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with NFPA
13.
2. Wall assemblies need not extend through attic spaces where the ceiling is
protected by not less than 5/8-inch (15.9 mm) Type X gypsum board, an attic draft
stop constructed as specified in Section R302.12.1 is provided above and along
the wall assembly separating the dwellings and the structural framing supporting
the ceiling is protected by not less than 1/2-inch (12.7 mm) gypsum board or
equivalent.
3. Two-family dwelling units that are also divided by a property line through the
structure shall be separated as required for townhouses.
Section R302.5.1; change to read as follows:

R302.5.1 Opening protection. Openings from a private garage directly into a room used for
sleeping purposes shall not be permitted. Other openings between the garage and residence
shall be equipped with solid wood doors not less than 13/8 inches (35 mm) in thickness, solid or
honeycomb core steel doors not less than 13/8 inches (35 mm) thick, or 20-minute fire-rated
doors.

Section R313 Automatic Fire Sprinkler Systems.
R313.1 Townhouse Automatic Fire Sprinkler Systems
An automatic residential fire sprinkler system shall be installed in new townhouses throughout
all buildings with a building area 5,000 sq. ft. or greater and in all existing buildings that are
enlarged to be 5,000 sq. ft. or greater. For the purpose of this provision, fire walls shall not
define separate buildings.
Exception: Open parking garages in compliance with Section 406.5 of the International
Building Code.
R313.1.1 Design and Installation
Automatic residential fire sprinkler systems for townhouses shall be designed and installed in
accordance with Section P2904 or NFPA 13D.
R313.2 One- And Two-Family Dwellings Automatic Fire Systems

An automatic residential fire sprinkler system shall be installed in one- and two-family dwellings
throughout all buildings with a building area 5,000 sq. ft. or greater and in all existing buildings

that are enlarged to be 5,000 sq. ft. or greater. For the purpose of this provision, fire walls shall
not define separate buildings.
Exception: Open parking garages in compliance with Section 406.5 of the International
Building Code.
R313.2.1 Design and Installation
Automatic residential fire sprinkler systems shall be designed and installed in accordance
with Section P2904 or NFPA 13D.
Section R315.2.2 Alterations, repairs and additions. Amend to read as follows:

Exception:
1. Work involving the exterior surfaces of dwellings, such as the replacement of
roofing or siding, or the addition or replacement of windows or doors, or
the addition of a porch or deck, is exempt from the requirements of this section.
2. Installation, alteration or repairs of electrical powered systems are exempt
from the requirements of this section.

Section R322 Flood Resistant Construction. Delete this section. (Administered by
Engineering Department)

Section R326 Swimming Pools, Spas and Hot Tubs. Amended to read as follows:

R326.1 General. The design and construction of pools and spas shall comply with the 2015 IRC
Appendix Q. Swimming Pools, Spas and Hot Tubs.

Section R401.2, amended by adding a new paragraph following the existing paragraph to
read as follows.

Section R401.2. Requirements. Foundation construction shall be capable of accommodating
all loads in accordance with Section R301 and of transmitting the resulting loads to the
supporting soil. Fill soils that support footings and foundations shall be designed, installed and
tested in accordance with accepted engineering practice. Gravel fill used as footings for wood
and precast concrete foundations shall comply with Section R403.

Every foundation and/or footing, or any size addition to an existing post-tension foundation,
regulated by this code shall be designed and sealed by a Texas-registered engineer.

Section 503.2.1 (1) Table Footnote M. The minimum size roof decking shall be 7/16”. When
replacing existing roofs, you will be allowed to replace with existing size decking if less than
50% of the decking is going to be replaced. If more than 50% decking is going to be replaced
7/16” will be the minimum.

Section R602.6.1; amend the following:

R602.6.1 Drilling and notching of top plate. When piping or ductwork is placed in or partly in
an exterior wall or interior load-bearing wall, necessitating cutting, drilling or notching of the top
plate by more than 50 percent of its width, a galvanized metal tie not less than 0.054 inch thick
(1.37 mm) (16 Ga) and 5 inches (127 mm) wide shall be fastened across and to the plate at
each side of the opening with not less than eight 10d (0.148 inch diameter) having a minimum
length of 1 ½ inches (38 mm) at each side or equivalent. Fasteners will be offset to prevent
splitting of the top plate material. The metal tie must extend a minimum of 6 inches past the
opening. See figure R602.6.1.

Exception: When the entire side of the wall with the notch or cut is covered by wood structural
panel sheathing.

Figure R602.6.1; delete the figure and insert the following figure:

Section R703.8.4.1; add a second paragraph to read as follows:

In stud framed exterior walls, all ties shall be anchored to studs as follows:

1. When studs are 16 in (407 mm) o.c., stud ties shall be spaced no further apart than
24 in (737 mm) vertically starting approximately 12 in (381 mm) from the foundation;
or
2. When studs are 24 in (610 mm) o.c., stud ties shall be spaced no further apart than
16 in (483 mm) vertically starting approximately 8 in (254 mm) from the foundation.
Section R902.1; Amend and add exception #3 to read as follows:

R902.1 Roofing covering materials. Roofs shall be covered with materials as set forth in
Sections R904 and R905. Class A, B, or C roofing shall be installed. Class A, B and C roofing
required by this section to be listed shall be tested in accordance with UL 790 or ASTM E 108.

Exceptions:

1. Class A roof assemblies include those with coverings of brick, masonry and exposed
concrete roof deck.
2. Class A roof assemblies include ferrous or copper shingles or sheets, metal sheets
and shingles, clay or concrete roof tile, or slate installed on noncombustible decks.
3. Class A roof assemblies include minimum 16 ounces per square foot copper sheets
installed over combustible decks.
4. Class A roof assemblies include slate installed over underlayment over combustible
decks.
5. Non-classified roof coverings shall be permitted on one-story detached accessory
structures used as tool and storage sheds, playhouses and similar uses, provided
the floor area does not exceed 120 Sq. Ft.
Chapter 11 [RE] – Energy Efficiency is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the
following:

N1101.1 Scope. This chapter regulates the energy efficiency for the design and construction of
buildings regulated by this code.

N1101.2 Compliance. Compliance shall be demonstrated by meeting the requirements of the
residential provisions of 2015 International Energy Conservation Code.

Section M1305.1.3; change to read as follows:

M1305.1.3 Appliances in attics. Attics containing appliances shall be provided with an
opening and a clear and unobstructed passageway large enough to allow removal of the
largest appliance, but not less than 30 inches (762 mm) high and 22 inches (559 mm) wide and
not more than 20 feet (6096 mm) long measured along the centerline of the passageway from
the opening to the appliance. The passageway shall have continuous solid flooring in
accordance with Chapter 5 not less than 24 inches (610 mm) wide. A level service space not
less than 30 inches (762 mm) deep and 30 inches (762 mm) wide shall be present along all
sides of the appliance where access is required. The clear access opening dimensions shall be
a minimum of 20 inches by 30 inches (508 mm by 762 mm), or larger and large enough to allow
removal of the largest appliance. A walkway to an appliance shall be rated as a floor as
approved by the building official. As a minimum, for access to the attic space, provide one of
the following:
1. A permanent stair.
2. A pull down stair with a minimum 300 lb (136 kg) capacity.
3. An access door from an upper floor level.
Exceptions:
1. The passageway and level service space are not required where the appliance
can be serviced and removed through the required opening.
2. Where the passageway is unobstructed and not less than 6 feet (1829 mm) high
and 22 inches (559 mm) wide for its entire length, the passageway shall be not
more than 50 feet (15 250 mm) long.
Section M1411.3.1, Items 3 and 4; add text to read as follows:

M1411.3.1 Auxiliary and secondary drain systems.

In addition to the requirements of Section M1411.3, a secondary drain or
auxiliary drain pan shall be required for each cooling or evaporator coil where damage to any
building components will occur as a result of overflow from the equipment drain pan or stoppage
in the condensate drain piping. Such piping shall maintain a minimum horizontal slope in the
direction of discharge of not less than 1/8 unit vertical in 12 units horizontal (1
percent slope). Drain piping shall be not less than 3/4-inch (19 mm) nominal pipe size. One of
the following methods shall be used:

1. An auxiliary drain pan with a separate drain shall be installed under the coils on
which condensation will occur. The auxiliary pan drain shall discharge to a
conspicuous point of disposal to alert occupants in the event of a stoppage of the
primary drain. The pan shall have a minimum depth of 1.5 inches (38 mm), shall be
not less than 3 inches (76 mm) larger than the unit or the coil dimensions in width
and length and shall be constructed of corrosion-resistant material. Galvanized sheet
steel pans shall have a minimum thickness of not less than 0.0236-inch (0.6010 mm)
(No. 24 Gage). Nonmetallic pans shall have a minimum thickness of not less than
0.0625 inch (1.6 mm).
2. A separate overflow drain line shall be connected to the drain pan installed with
the equipment. This overflow drain shall discharge to a conspicuous point of disposal
to alert occupants in the event of a stoppage of the primary drain. The
overflow drainline shall connect to the drain pan at a higher level than the
primary drain connection.
3. An auxiliary drain pan without a separate drain line shall be installed under the coils
on which condensation will occur. This pan shall be equipped with a water level
detection device conforming to UL 508 that will shut off the equipment served prior to
overflow of the pan. The pan shall be equipped with a fitting to allow for drainage.
The auxiliary drain pan shall be constructed in accordance with Item 1 of this section.
A water level detection device may be installed only with prior approval of the
building official.
4. A water level detection device conforming to UL 508 shall be installed that will shut
off the equipment served in the event that the primary drain is blocked. The
device shall be installed in the primary drain line, the overflow drain line or
the equipment-supplied drain pan, located at a point higher than the
primary drain line connection and below the overflow rim of such pan. A water level
detection device may be installed only with prior approval of the building official.
Section M1411.3.1.1; add text to read as follows:

M1411.3.1.1 Water-level monitoring devices. On down-flow units and other coils that do not
have secondary drain or provisions to install a secondary or auxiliary drain pan, a water-level
monitoring device shall be installed inside the primary drain pan. This device shall shut off
the equipment served in the event that the primary drain becomes restricted. Devices shall not
be installed in the drain line. A water level detection device may be installed only with prior
approval of the building official.

M1503.4 Makeup Air Required

Amend and add exception as follows:

M1503.4 Makeup air required. Exhaust hood systems capable of exhausting in excess of 400
cubic feet per minute (0.19 m3/s) shall be provided with makeup air at a rate approximately
equal to the difference between the exhaust air rate and 400 cubic feet per minute. Such

makeup air systems shall be equipped with a means of closure and shall be automatically
controlled to start and operate simultaneously with the
exhaust system.
Exception: Where all appliances in the house are of sealed combustion, powervent, unvented, or electric, the exhaust hood system shall be permitted to
exhaust up to 600 cubic feet per minute (0.28 m3/s) without providing makeup
air. Exhaust hood systems capable of exhausting in excess of 600 cubic feet per
minute (0.28 m3/s) shall be provided with a makeup air at a rate approximately
equal to the difference between the exhaust air rate and 600 cubic feet per
minute.

Section M2005.2; change to read as follows:

M2005.2 Prohibited locations. Fuel-fired water heaters shall not be installed in a room used
as a storage closet. Water heaters located in a bedroom or bathroom shall be installed in a
sealed enclosure so that combustion air will not be taken from the living space. Access to such
enclosure may be from the bedroom or bathroom when through a solid door, weather-stripped
in accordance with the exterior door air leakage requirements of the International Energy
Conservation Code and equipped with an approved self-closing device. Installation of directvent water heaters within an enclosure is not required

Section G2408.3 (305.5); delete.

**Section G2415.2.1 (404.2.1); add a second paragraph to read as follows:

Both ends of each section of medium pressure gas piping shall identify its operating gas
pressure with an approved tag. The tags are to be composed of aluminum or stainless steel
and the following wording shall be stamped into the tag:

"WARNING: 1/2 to 5 psi gas pressure - Do Not Remove"

Section G2415.2.2 (404.2.2); add an exception to read as follows:

Exception: Corrugated stainless steel tubing (CSST) shall be a minimum of 1/2" (18 EDH).

Section G2415.12 (404.12); change to read as follows:

G2415.12 (404.12) Minimum burial depth. Underground piping systems shall be installed a
minimum depth of 18 inches (457 mm) below grade.

Section G2417.1 (406.1); change to read as follows:

G2417.1 (406.1) General. Prior to acceptance and initial operation, all piping installations shall
be inspected and pressure tested to determine that the materials, design, fabrication, and
installation practices comply with the requirements of this code. The permit holder shall make
the applicable tests prescribed in Sections 2417.1.1 through 2417.1.5 to determine compliance
with the provisions of this code. The permit holder shall give reasonable advance notice to the
building official when the piping system is ready for testing. The equipment, material, power
and labor necessary for the inspections and test shall be furnished by the permit holder and the
permit holder shall be responsible for determining that the work will withstand the test pressure
prescribed in the following tests.

Section G2417.4; change to read as follows:

G2417.4 (406.4) Test pressure measurement. Test pressure shall be measured with a
monometer or with a pressure-measuring device designed and calibrated to read, record, or
indicate a pressure loss caused by leakage during the pressure test period. The source of
pressure shall be isolated before the pressure tests are made.

Section G2417.4.1; change to read as follows:

G2417.4.1 (406.4.1) Test pressure. The test pressure to be used shall be no less than 3 psig
(20 kPa gauge), or at the discretion of the Code Official, the piping and valves may be tested at
a pressure of at least six (6) inches (152 mm) of mercury, measured with a manometer or slope

gauge. For tests requiring a pressure of 3 psig, diaphragm gauges shall utilize a dial with a
minimum diameter of three and one half inches (3 ½”), a set hand, 1/10 pound incrementation
and pressure range not to exceed 6 psi for tests requiring a pressure of 3 psig. For tests
requiring a pressure of 10 psig, diaphragm gauges shall utilize a dial with a minimum diameter
of three and one-half inches (3 ½”), a set hand, a minimum of 2/10 pound incrementation and a
pressure range not to exceed 20 psi. For welded piping, and for piping carrying gas at
pressures in excess of fourteen (14) inches water column pressure (3.48 kPa) (1/2 psi) and less
than 200 inches of water column pressure (52.2 kPa) (7.5 psi), the test pressure shall not be
less than ten (10) pounds per square inch (69.6 kPa). For piping carrying gas at a pressure that
exceeds 200 inches of water column (52.2 kPa) (7.5 psi), the test pressure shall be not less
than one and one-half times the proposed maximum working pressure.

Diaphragm gauges used for testing must display a current calibration and be in good working
condition. The appropriate test must be applied to the diaphragm gauge used for testing

Section G2417.4.2; change to read as follows:

G2417.4.2 (406.4.2) Test duration. The test duration shall be held for a length of time
satisfactory to the Building Official, but in no case for less than fifteen (15) minutes. For welded
piping, and for piping carrying gas at pressures in excess of fourteen (14) inches water column
pressure (3.48 kPa), the test duration shall be held for a length of time satisfactory to the
Building Official, but in no case for less than thirty (30) minutes.

Section G2420.1 (406.1); add Section G2420.1.4 to read as follows:

G2420.1.4 Valves in CSST installations. Shutoff valves installed with corrugated stainless
steel (CSST) piping systems shall be supported with an approved termination fitting, or
equivalent support, suitable for the size of the valves, of adequate strength and quality, and
located at intervals so as to prevent or damp out excessive vibration but in no case greater than
12-inches from the center of the valve. Supports shall be installed so as not to interfere with the
free expansion and contraction of the system's piping, fittings, and valves between anchors. All
valves and supports shall be designed and installed so they will not be disengaged by
movement of the supporting piping.

Section G2420.5.1 (409.5.1); add text to read as follows:

G2420.5.1 (409.5.1) Located within the same room. The shutoff valve shall be located in the
same room as the appliance. The shutoff valve shall be within 6 feet (1829 mm) of
the appliance, and shall be installed upstream of the union, connector or quick disconnect
device it serves. Such shutoff valves shall be provided with access. Appliance shutoff
valves located in the firebox of a fireplace shall be installed in accordance with the appliance
manufacturer’s instructions. A secondary shutoff valve must be installed within 6 feet (914 mm)
of the firebox if appliance shutoff is located in the firebox.

Section G2421.1 (410.1); add text and Exception to read as follows:

G2421.1 (410.1) Pressure regulators. A line pressure regulator shall be installed where
the appliance is designed to operate at a lower pressure than the supply pressure. Line gas
pressure regulators shall be listed as complying with ANSI Z21.80. Access shall be provided
to pressure regulators. Pressure regulators shall be protected from physical
damage. Regulators installed on the exterior of the building shall beapproved for outdoor
installation. Access to regulators shall comply with the requirements for access to appliances as
specified in Section M1305.

Exception: A passageway or level service space is not required when the regulator is capable
of being serviced and removed through the required attic opening.

Section G2448.1.1 (624.1.1); change to read as follows:

G2448.1.1 (624.1.1) Installation requirements. The requirements for water heaters relative to
access, sizing, relief valves, drain pans and scald protection shall be in accordance with this
code.

Section P2801.6.1; change to read as follows:

Section P2801.6.1 Pan size and drain. The pan shall be not less than 11/2 inches (38 mm) in
depth and shall be of sufficient size and shape to receive all dripping or condensate from the
tank or water heater. The pan shall be drained by an indirect waste pipe having a diameter of
not less than 3/4 inch (19 mm). Piping for safety pan drains shall be of those materials listed in

Table 605.4. Multiple pan drains may terminate to a single discharge piping system when
approved by the administrative authority and permitted by the manufactures installation
instructions and installed with those instructions.

Section P2804.6.1; change to read as follows:

Section P2804.6.1 Requirements for discharge piping. The discharge piping serving a
pressure relief valve, temperature relief valve or combination thereof shall:
1. Not be directly connected to the drainage system.
2. Discharge through an air gap.
3. Not be smaller than the diameter of the outlet of the valve served and shall
discharge full size to the air gap.
4. Serve a single relief device and shall not connect to piping serving any other
relief device or equipment.
Exception: Multiple relief devices may be installed to a single T & P
discharge piping system when approved by the administrative authority and
permitted by the manufactures installation instructions and installed with
those instructions.
5. Discharge to an indirect waste receptor or to the outdoors.
6. Discharge in a manner that does not cause personal injury or structural damage.
7. Discharge to a termination point that is readily observable by the building
occupants.
8. Not be trapped.
9. Be installed to flow by gravity.
10. Terminate not more than 6 inches (152 mm) and not less than two times the
discharge pipe diameter above the floor or waste receptor flood level rim.
11. Not have a threaded connection at the end of the piping.
12. Not have valves or tee fittings.
13. Be constructed of those materials indicated in Section P2906.5 or materials
tested, rated and approved for such use in accordance with ASME A112.4.1.
14. Be one nominal size larger than the size of the relief-valve outlet, where the
relief-valve discharge piping is constructed of PEX or PE-RT tubing. The outlet
end of such tubing shall be fastened in place.
Section P2801.7; add Exception to read as follows:

Exceptions:

1.

Electric Water Heater.

Section P2902.5.3; change to read as follows:

P2902.5.3 Lawn irrigation systems. The potable water supply to lawn irrigation systems shall
be protected against backflow by an atmospheric-type vacuum breaker, a pressure-type
vacuum breaker, a double-check assembly or a reduced pressure principle backflow preventer.
A valve shall not be installed downstream from an atmospheric vacuum breaker. Where
chemicals are introduced into the system, the potable water supply shall be protected against
backflow by a reduced pressure principle backflow preventer.

Section P3009.9; change to read as follows:

P3003.9. Solvent cementing. Joint surfaces shall be clean and free from moisture. A purple
primer that conforms to ASTM F 656 shall be applied. Solvent cement not purple in color and
conforming to ASTM D 2564, CSA B137.3, CSA B181.2 or CSA B182.1 shall be applied to all
joint surfaces. The joint shall be made while the cement is wet and shall be in accordance with
ASTM D 2855. Solvent cement joints shall be permitted above or below ground.

Exception: A primer is not required where both of the following conditions apply:

Section P3111; delete.

Section P3112.2; delete and replace with the following:

P3112.2 Installation. Traps for island sinks and similar equipment shall be roughed in above
the floor and may be vented by extending the vent as high as possible, but not less than the
drainboard height and then returning it downward and connecting it to the horizontal sink drain
immediately downstream from the vertical fixture drain. The return vent shall be connected to
the horizontal drain through a wye-branch fitting and shall, in addition, be provided with a foot
vent taken off the vertical fixture vent by means of a wye-branch immediately below the floor
and extending to the nearest partition and then through the roof to the open air or may be
connected to other vents at a point not less than six (6) inches (152 mm) above the flood level
rim of the fixtures served. Drainage fittings shall be used on all parts of the vent below the floor
level and a minimum slope of one-quarter (1/4) inch per foot (20.9 mm/m) back to the drain shall

be maintained. The return bend used under the drain-board shall be a one (1) piece fitting or an
assembly of a forty-five (45) degree (0.79 radius), a ninety (90) degree (1.6 radius) and a fortyfive (45) degree (0.79 radius) elbow in the order named. Pipe sizing shall be as elsewhere
required in this Code. The island sink drain, upstream of the return vent, shall serve no other
fixtures. An accessible cleanout shall be installed in the vertical portion of the foot vent.

Appendix Q Reserved. Amended to read as follows:

Appendix Q. Swimming Pools, Spas and Hot Tubs.

SECTION AQ101 GENERAL
AQ101.1 General.
The provisions of this appendix shall control the design and construction of swimming pools,
spas and hot tubs installed in or on the lot of a one- or two-family dwelling.

AQ101.2 P-Trap
A P-trap is required to be installed on all swimming pool that are treated. This is to allow for
draining pools through the sanitary system and not on top of the ground. Backwash lines are
only required for D. E. filters

AQ101.2 Pools in flood hazard areas.
Pools that are located in flood hazard areas established by Table R301.2(1), including aboveground pools, on-ground pools and in-ground pools that involve placement of fill, shall comply
with Section AQ101.2.1 or AQ101.2.2.
Exception: Pools located in riverine flood hazard areas which are outside of designated
floodways.
AQ101.2.1 Pools located in designated floodways.
Pools located in the design flood elevation must be approved with the city engineer.
Where pools are located in designated floodways, documentation shall be submitted to
the building official which demonstrates that the construction of the pool will not increase the
design flood elevation at any point within the jurisdiction.

AQ101.2.2 Pools located where floodways have not been designated.
Where pools are located where design flood elevations are specified but floodways have not
been designated, the applicant shall provide a floodway analysis that demonstrates that the
proposed pool will not increase the design flood elevation more than 2 foot (305 mm) at any
point within the jurisdiction.

SECTION AQ102 DEFINITIONS
AQ102.1 General.
For the purposes of these requirements, the terms used shall be defined as follows and as set
forth in Chapter 2.
ABOVE-GROUND/ON-GROUND POOL. See "Swimming pool.”
BARRIER. A fence, wall, building wall or combination thereof which completely surrounds the
swimming pool and obstructs access to the swimming pool.
HOT TUB. See "Swimming pool.”
IN-GROUND POOL. See "Swimming pool.”
RESIDENTIAL. That which is situated on the premises of a detached one- or two-family
dwelling, or a one-family townhouse not more than three stories in height.
SPA, NONPORTABLE. See "Swimming pool.”
SPA, PORTABLE. A nonpermanent structure intended for recreational bathing, in which all
controls, water-heating and water-circulating equipment are an integral part of the product.
SWIMMING POOL. Any structure intended for swimming or recreational bathing that contains
water more than 24 inches (610 mm) deep. This includes in-ground, above-ground and onground swimming pools, hot tubs and spas.
SWIMMING POOL, INDOOR. A swimming pool which is totally contained within a structure and
surrounded on all four sides by the walls of the enclosing structure.
SWIMMING POOL, OUTDOOR. Any swimming pool which is not an indoor pool.
SECTION AG103 SWIMMING POOLS
AQ103.1 In-ground pools.
In-ground pools shall be designed and constructed in compliance with ANSI/NSPI-5.

AQ103.2 Above-ground and on-ground pools.
Above-ground and on-ground pools shall be designed and constructed in compliance with
ANSI/NSPI-4.
AQ103.3 Pools in flood hazard areas.
In flood hazard areas established by Table R301.2(1), pools in coastal high-hazard areas shall
be designed and constructed in compliance with ASCE 24.

SECTION AQ104 SPAS AND HOT TUBS
AQ104.1 Permanently installed spas and hot tubs.
Permanently installed spas and hot tubs shall be designed and constructed in compliance with
ANSI/NSPI-3.
AQ104.2 Portable spas and hot tubs.
Portable spas and hot tubs shall be designed and constructed in compliance with ANSI/NSPI-6.

SECTION AQ105 BARRIER REQUIREMENTS
AQ105.1 Application.
The provisions of this appendix shall control the design of barriers for residential swimming
pools, spas and hot tubs. These design controls are intended to provide protection against
potential drownings and near-drownings by restricting access to swimming pools, spas and hot
tubs.

AQ105.2 Outdoor swimming pool. An outdoor swimming pool, including an in-ground, aboveground or on-ground pool, hot tub or spa shall be surrounded by a barrier which shall comply
with the following:

1. The top of the barrier shall be at least 48 inches (1219mm) above grade measured on
the side of the barrier, which faces away from the swimming pool. The maximum vertical
clearance between grade and the bottom of the barrier shall be 2 inches (51mm)
measured on the side of the barrier, which faces away from the swimming pool. Where
the top of the pool structure is above grade, such as an above-ground pool, the barrier
may be at ground level, such as the pool structure, or mounted on top of the pool
structure. Where the barrier is mounted on top of the pool structure, the maximum
vertical clearance between the top of the pool structure and the bottom of the barrier
shall be 4 inches (102mm).

2. Openings in the barrier shall not allow passage of a 4-inch-diameter (102mm) sphere.
3. Solid barriers which do not have openings, such as a masonry or stone wall, shall not
contain indentations or protrusions except for normal construction tolerances and tooled
masonry joints.
4. Where the barrier is composed of horizontal and vertical members and the distance
between the tops of the horizontal members is less than 45 inches (1143mm), the
horizontal members shall be located on the swimming pool side of the fence. Spacing
between vertical members shall not exceed 1.75 inches (44mm) in width. Where there
are decorative cutouts within vertical members, spacing within the cutouts shall not
exceed 1.75 inches (44 mm) in width.
Exception:
If existing fence has horizontal rails located on the outside, anti-climb rails Shall
be added to a height of 48 “

5. Where the barrier is composed of horizontal and vertical members and the distance
between the tops of the horizontal members is 45 inches (1143 mm) or more, spacing
between vertical members shall not exceed 4 inches (102 mm). Where there are
decorative cutouts within vertical members, spacing within the cutouts shall not exceed
1.75 inches (44 mm) in width.

6. Maximum mesh size for chain link fences shall be a 2.25-inch (57 mm) square unless
the fence is provided with slats fastened at the top or the bottom which reduce the
openings to not more than 1.75 inches (44 mm).

7. Where the barrier is composed of diagonal members, such as a lattice fence, the
maximum opening formed by the diagonal members shall not be more than 1.75 inches
(44 mm).

8. Access gates shall comply with the requirements of Section AQ105.2, Items 1 through
7, and shall be equipped to accommodate a locking device. Pedestrian access gates
shall open outward away from the pool and shall be self-closing and have a self-latching
device. Gates other than pedestrian access gates shall have a self-latching device.
Where the release mechanism of the self-latching device is located less than 54 inches
(1372 mm) from the bottom of the gate, the release mechanism and openings shall
comply with the following:

8.1. The release mechanism shall be located on the pool side of the gate at least
3 inches (76 mm) below the top of the gate, and
8.2. The gate and barrier shall have not opening greater than 0.5 inch (13 mm)
within 18 inches (457 mm) of the release mechanism.

9. Where an above-ground pool structure is used as a barrier or where the barrier is
mounted on top of the pool structure, and the means of access is a ladder or steps, then:
9.1. The ladder or steps shall be capable of being secured, locked or removed to
prevent access, or;
9.2. The ladder or steps shall be surrounded by a barrier which meets the
requirements of Section AQ105.2, Items 1 through 9. When the ladder or steps
are secured, locked or removed, any opening created shall not allow the passage
of a 4-inchdiameter (102 mm) sphere.

AQ105.3 Indoor swimming pool. Walls surrounding an indoor swimming pool shall comply
with Section AQ105.2, Item 9.

AQ105.4 Prohibited locations. Barriers shall be located so as to prohibit permanent structures,
equipment or similar objects from being used to climb them.

AQ105.5 Barrier exceptions. Spas or hot tubs with a safety cover which complies with ASTM F
1346, as listed in Section AQ107, shall be exempt from the provisions of this appendix

SECTION AQ106 ENTRAPMENT PROTECTION FOR SWIMMING POOL AND SPA
SUCTION OUTLETS
AQ106.1 General.
Suction outlets shall be designed and installed in accordance with ANSI/APSP-7.

SECTION AQ107 ABBREVIATIONS

AQ107.1 General.

ANSI—American National Standards Institute
11 West 42nd Street
New York, NY 10036

APSP—Association of Pool and Spa Professionals
NSPI—National Spa and Pool Institute
2111 Eisenhower Avenue
Alexandria, VA 22314

ASCE—American Society of Civil Engineers
1801 Alexander Bell Drive
Reston, VA 98411-0700

ASTM—ASTM International
100 Barr Harbor Drive
West Conshohocken, PA 19428

UL—Underwriters Laboratories, Inc.
333 Pfingsten Road
Northbrook, IL 60062-2096

SECTION AQ108 REFERENCED STANDARDS
AQ108.1 General.
ANSI/NSP

ANSI/NSPI- Standard for Permanently Installed
3—99
Residential Spas

AQ104.1

ANSI/NSPI- Standard for Above-ground/
On-ground Residential
4—99
Swimming Pools

AQ103.2

ANSI/NSPI- Standard for Residential
5—03
In-ground Swimming Pools

AQ103.1

ANSI/NSPI6—99

Standard for Residential
Portable Spas
AQ104.2

ANSI/APSP

ANSI/APSP- Standard for Suction Entrapment
Avoidance in Swimming Pools,
7—06
Wading Pools, Spas, Hot Tubs
and Catch Basins
--AQ106.1

ASCE

ASCE/SEI-24— Flood-resistant Design and
05
Construction

AQ103.3

ASTM

ASTM F
1346—91
(2003)

UL

Performance Specification
for Safety Covers and Labeling
Requirements for All Covers
for Swimming Pools Spas and
Hot Tubs

AQ105.2,
AQ105.5

UL 2017—
2000

Standard for General-purpose
Signaling Devices and
Systems—with revisions
through June 2004

AQ105.2

CITY OF ROWLETT
NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CODE AMENDMENTS
2014 ED.

Article 100; add the following to definitions:
Engineering Supervision. Supervision by a Qualified State of Texas Licensed Professional
Engineer engaged primarily in the design or maintenance of electrical installations.
Article 100; amend the following definition:
Intersystem Bonding Termination. A device that provides a means for connecting intersystem
bonding conductors for communication systems and other systems to the grounding electrode
system. Bonding conductors for other systems shall not be larger than 6 AWG.
Article 110.2; change the following to read as follows:
110.2 Approval. The conductors and equipment required or permitted by this Code shall be
acceptable only if approved. Approval of equipment may be evident by listing and labeling of
equipment by a Nationally Recognized Testing Lab (NRTL) with a certification mark of that
laboratory or a qualified third party inspection agency approved by the AHJ.
Exception: Unlisted equipment that is relocated to another location within a jurisdiction
or is field modified is subject to the approval by the AHJ. This approval may be by a field
evaluation by a NRTL or qualified third party inspection agency approved by the AHJ.
Informational Note No. 1: See 90.7, Examination of Equipment for Safety, and 110.3,
Examination, Identification, Installation, and Use of Equipment. See definitions of Approved,
Identified, Labeled, and Listed.
Informational Note No. 2: Manufacturer’s self-certification of equipment may not necessarily
comply with US product safety standards as certified by a Nationally Recognized Testing Lab.
Informational Note No. 3: NFPA 790 and 791 provide an example of an approved method for
qualifying a third party inspection agency.
Article 210.52(G) (1) Garages: delete the following
(1) Garages. In each attached garage and in each detached garage with electric power. At least
one receptacle outlet shall be installed for each car space.

Article 230.71(A); add the following exception:

Exception: Multi-occupant buildings. Individual service disconnecting means is limited to six for
each occupant. The number of individual disconnects at one location may exceed six.
All Buildings in the city limits shall have an exterior disconnecting means approved by the
Building Official.
Article 240.91; delete the Article.
Article 300.11; add the following exception:
Exception: Ceiling grid support wires may be used for structural supports when the associated
wiring is located in that area, not more than two raceways or cables supported per wire, with a
maximum nominal metric designation 16 (trade size 1/2”).
Article 310.15(B) (7); change to read as follows:
(7) This Article shall not be used in conjunction with 220.82.
334.2 amending use of sheathed cable
Article 334.12; changed by adding the following non-permitted use:
(11) Nonmetallic-sheathed cable and Type SE cable not permitted for use in A, E and I
occupancies as defined by the International Building Code occupancy classifications.
Article 500.8 (A) (3) changed to read as follows:
500.8 Equipment.
Articles 500 through 504 require equipment construction and installation that ensure safe
performance under conditions of proper use and maintenance. Informational Note No. 1: It is
important that inspection authorities and users exercise more than ordinary care with regard to
installation and maintenance.
Informational Note No. 2: Since there is no consistent relationship between explosion properties
and ignition temperature, the two are independent requirements. Informational Note No. 3: Low
ambient conditions require special consideration. Explosion proof or dust-ignition proof
equipment may not be suitable for use at temperatures lower than -25°C (-13°F) unless they are
identified for low-temperature service. However, at low ambient temperatures, flammable
concentrations of vapors may not exist in a location classified as Class I, Division 1 at normal
ambient temperature.
(A) Suitability. Suitability of identified equipment shall be determined by one of the following:
(1)

Equipment listing or labeling

(2)

Evidence of equipment evaluation from a qualified testing laboratory or inspection
agency concerned with product evaluation

(3)

Evidence acceptable to the authority having jurisdiction such as a manufacturer's selfevaluation or an engineering judgment signed and sealed by a qualified licensed
Professional Engineer in the State of Texas.

Informational Note: Additional documentation for equipment may include certificates
demonstrating compliance with applicable equipment standards, indicating special conditions of
use, and other pertinent information.
Article 505.7 (A) changed to read as follows:
505.7 Special Precaution.
Article 505 requires equipment construction and installation that ensures safe performance
under conditions of proper use and maintenance.
Informational Note No. 1: It is important that inspection authorities and users exercise more than
ordinary care with regard to the installation and maintenance of electrical equipment in
hazardous (classified) locations.
Informational Note No. 2: Low ambient conditions require special consideration. Electrical
equipment depending on the protection techniques described by 505.8(A) may not be suitable
for use at temperatures lower than -20°C (-4°F) unless they are identified for use at lower
temperatures. However, at low ambient temperatures, flammable concentrations of vapors may
not exist in a location classified Class I, Zones 0, 1, or 2 at normal ambient temperature.
(A)

Implementation of Zone Classification System. Classification of areas, engineering
and design, selection of equipment and wiring methods, installation, and inspection shall
be performed by a qualified licensed Professional Engineer in the State of Texas.

Article 517.30 Essential Electrical Systems for Hospitals; create a new (H) and add the
following language:
(G) Coordination. Overcurrent protective devices serving the equipment branch of the essential
electrical system shall be coordinated for the period of time that a fault’s duration extends
beyond 0.1 second.
Exception No. 1: Between transformer primary and secondary overcurrent protective
devices, where only one overcurrent protective device or set of overcurrent protective
devices exists on the transformer secondary.
Exception No. 2: Between overcurrent protective devices of the same size (ampere
rating) in series.
Informational Note: The terms coordination and coordinated as used in this
section do not cover the full range of overcurrent conditions.

(H) Selective Coordination. Overcurrent protective devices serving the life safety, and critical
branches of the essential electrical system shall be selectively coordinated with all supply-side
overcurrent protective devices.
Exception No. 1: Between transformer primary and secondary overcurrent protective devices,
where only one overcurrent protective device or set of overcurrent protective devices exists on
the transformer secondary.
Exception No. 2: Between overcurrent protective devices of the same size (ampere rating) in
series. Informational Note: The terms coordination and coordinated as used in this section do
not cover the full range of overcurrent conditions.
Article 680.25(A); changed to read as follows:
680.25 Feeders.
These provisions shall apply to any feeder on the supply side of panelboards supplying branch
circuits for pool equipment covered in Part II of this article and on the load side of the service
equipment or the source of a separately derived system.
(A) Wiring Methods.
Feeders. Feeders shall be installed in rigid metal conduit, intermediate metal conduit. The
following wiring methods shall be permitted if not subject to physical damage:
(1) Liquidtight flexible nonmetallic conduit
(2) Rigid polyvinyl chloride conduit
(3) Reinforced thermosetting resin conduit
(4) Electrical metallic tubing where installed on or in a building
(5) Electrical nonmetallic tubing where installed within a building
(6) Type MC Cable where installed within a building and if not subject to corrosive environment
(7) Nonmetallic-sheathed cable
(8) Type SE cable
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Section 102.8; change to read as follows:
102.8 Referenced Codes and Standards. The codes and standards referenced herein shall be
those that are listed in Chapter 15 and such codes, when specifically adopted, and standards
shall be considered part of the requirements of this code to the prescribed extent of each such
reference. Where differences occur between provisions of this code and the referenced
standards, the provisions of this code shall apply. Whenever amendments have been adopted to
the referenced codes and standards, each reference to said code and standard shall be
considered to reference the adopted amendments. Any reference to NFPA 70 or the National
Electrical Code (NEC) shall mean the Electrical Code as adopted.
Section 306.3; change to read as follows:
306.3 Appliances in Attics. Attics containing appliances shall be provided with an opening and
unobstructed passageway large enough to allow removal of the largest appliance. The
passageway shall be not less than 30 inches (762 mm) high and 22 inches (559 mm) wide and
not more than 20 feet (6096 mm) in length measured along the centerline of the passageway from
the opening to the appliance. The passageway shall have continuous solid flooring not less than
24 inches (610 mm) wide. A level service space not less than 30 inches (762 mm) deep and 30
inches (762 mm) wide shall be present at the front or service side of the appliance. The clear
access opening dimensions shall be a minimum of 20 inches by 30 inches (508 mm by 762 mm),
or larger where such dimensions are not large enough to allow removal of the largest appliance.
A walkway to an appliance shall be rated as a floor as approved by the building official. As a
minimum, for access to the attic space, provide one of the following:
1, A permanent stair.
2, A pull down stair with a minimum 300 lb. (136 kg) capacity.
3, An access door from an upper floor level.
4. Access Panel may be used in lieu of items 1, 2, and 3 with prior approval of the code
official due to building conditions.
Exceptions:
1. The passageway and level service space are not required where the appliance is
capable of being serviced and removed.
2. 2. Where the passageway is unobstructed and not less than 6 feet (1829 mm) high
and 22 inches (559 mm) wide for its entire length, the passageway shall be not
greater than 50 feet (15 250 mm) in length.

Section 306.5; change to read as follows:
306.5 Equipment and Appliances on Roofs or Elevated Structures. Where equipment
requiring access or appliances are located on an elevated structure or the roof of a building
such that personnel will have to climb higher than 16 feet (4877 mm) above grade to access, a
permanent interior or exterior means of access shall be provided. Permanent exterior ladders
providing roof access need not extend closer than 12 feet (2438 mm) to the finish grade or floor
level below and shall extend to the equipment and appliances' level service space. Such access
shall not require climbing over obstructions greater than 30 inches (762 mm) in height or
walking on roofs having a slope greater than 4 units vertical in 12 units horizontal (33-percent
slope). Such access shall not require the use of portable ladders. Where access involves
climbing over parapet walls, the height shall be measured to the top of the parapet wall.
Permanent ladders installed to provide the required access shall comply with the following
minimum design criteria:
1. The side railing shall extend above the parapet or roof edge not less than 30 inches
(762 mm).
2. Ladders shall have rung spacing not to exceed 14 inches (356 mm) on center. The
uppermost rung shall be not greater than 24 inches (610 mm) below the upper edge of
the roof hatch, roof or parapet, as applicable.
3. Ladders shall have a toe spacing not less than 6 inches (152 mm) deep.
4. There shall be not less than 18 inches (457 mm) between rails.
5. Rungs shall have a diameter not less than 0.75-inch (19 mm) and be capable of
withstanding a 300-pound (136.1 kg) load.
6. Ladders over 30 feet (9144 mm) in height shall be provided with offset sections and
landings capable of withstanding 100 pounds per square foot (488.2 kg/ m2). Landing
dimensions shall be not less than 18 inches (457 mm) and not less than the width of the
ladder served. A guard rail shall be provided on all open sides of the landing.
7. Climbing clearance. The distance from the centerline of the rungs to the nearest
permanent object on the climbing side of the ladder shall be not less than 30 inches (762
mm) measured perpendicular to the rungs. This distance shall be maintained from the
point of ladder access to the bottom of the roof hatch. A minimum clear width of 15
inches (381 mm) shall be provided on both sides of the ladder measured from the
midpoint of and parallel with the rungs except where cages or wells are installed.
8. Landing required. The ladder shall be provided with a clear and unobstructed bottom
landing area having a minimum dimension of 30 inches (762 mm) by 30 inches (762
mm) centered in front of the ladder.
9. Ladders shall be protected against corrosion by approved means.
10. Access to ladders shall be provided at all times.

Catwalks installed to provide the required access shall be not less than 24 inches (610 mm)

wide and shall have railings as required for service platforms.
Exception: This section shall not apply to Group R-3 occupancies.
Section 306.5.1; change to read as follows:
306.5.1 Sloped Roofs. Where appliances, equipment, fans or other components that require
service are installed on a roof having a slope of 3 units vertical in 12 units horizontal (25-percent
slope) or greater and having an edge more than 30 inches (762 mm) above grade at such edge,
a catwalk at least 16 inches in width with substantial cleats spaced not more than 16 inches apart
shall be provided from the roof access to a level platform at the appliance. The level platform
shall be provided on each side of the appliance to which access is required for service, repair or
maintenance. The platform shall be not less than 30 inches (762 mm) in any dimension and shall
be provided with guards. The guards shall extend not less than 42 inches (1067 mm) above the
platform, shall be constructed so as to prevent the passage of a 21-inch-diameter (533 mm)
sphere and shall comply with the loading requirements for guards specified in the International
Building Code.
Section 306; add Section 306.6 to read as follows:
306.6 Water Heaters Above Ground or Floor. When the mezzanine or platform in which a
water heater is installed is more than eight (8) feet (2438 mm) above the ground or floor level, it
shall be made accessible by a stairway or permanent ladder fastened to the building. Unless
authorized by the Building Official.
Exception: A maximum 10 gallon water heater (or larger with approval) is capable
of being accessed through a lay-in ceiling and the water heater installed is not
more than ten (10) feet (3048 mm) above the ground or floor level and may be
reached with a portable ladder.
Section 307.2.3; amend item 2 to read as follows:
2. A separate overflow drain line shall be connected to the drain pan provided with the
equipment. Such overflow drain shall discharge to a conspicuous point of disposal to alert
occupants in the event of a stoppage of the primary drain. The overflow drain line shall connect
to the drain pan at a higher level than the primary drain connection. However, the conspicuous
point shall not create a hazard such as dripping over a walking surface or other areas so as
to create a nuisance.
Section 501.3; add an exception to read as follows:
501.3 Exhaust Discharge. The air removed by every mechanical exhaust system shall be
discharged outdoors at a point where it will not cause a public nuisance and not less than the
distances specified in Section 501.3.1. The air shall be discharged to a location from which it
cannot again be readily drawn in by a ventilating system. Air shall not be exhausted into an attic,
crawl space, or be directed onto walkways.
Exceptions:

1. Whole-house ventilation-type attic fans shall be permitted to discharge into the attic
space of dwelling units having private attics.
2. Commercial cooking recirculating systems.
3. Where installed in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions and where
mechanical or natural ventilation is otherwise provided in accordance with Chapter 4,
listed and labeled domestic ductless range hoods shall not be required to discharge to
the outdoors.
4. Toilet room exhaust ducts may terminate in a warehouse or shop area when infiltration
of outside air is present.
Section 607.5.1; change to read as follows:
607.5.1 Fire Walls. Ducts and air transfer openings permitted in fire walls in accordance with
Section 705.11 of the International Building Code shall be protected with listed fire dampers
installed in accordance with their listing. For hazardous exhaust systems see Section 510.1-510.9
IMC.
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Sections 106.6.2 and 106.6.3; change to read as follows:

106.6.2 Fee schedule. The fees for all plumbing work shall be as adopted by resolution of the
governing body of the jurisdiction.

106.6.3 Fee Refunds. The code official shall establish a policy for authorizing the refunding of
fees.

Section 109; delete entire section and insert the following:
SECTION 109
MEANS OF APPEAL

109.1 Application for appeal. Any person shall have the right to appeal a decision of the code
official to the board of adjustment.

Section 305.4.1; change to read as follows:

305.4.1 Sewer depth. Building sewers shall be a minimum of 12 inches (304 mm) below grade.

Section 305.7; change to read as follows:

305.7 Protection of components of plumbing system. Components of a plumbing system
installed within 3 feet along alleyways, driveways, parking garages or other locations in a
manner in which they could be exposed to damage shall be recessed into the wall or otherwise
protected in an approved manner.

Section 314.2.1; change to read as follows:

314.2.1 Condensate disposal. Condensate from all cooling coils and evaporators shall be
conveyed from the drain pan outlet to an approved place of disposal. Such piping shall maintain
a horizontal slope in the direction of discharge of not less than one-eighth unit vertical in 12
units horizontal (1-percent slope). Condensate shall not discharge into a street, alley, sidewalk,
rooftop, or other areas so as to cause a nuisance.

Section 409.2; change to read as follows:

409.2 Water connection. The water supply to a commercial dishwashing machine shall be
protected against backflow by an air gap or backflow preventer in accordance with Section 608.
Air gaps shall comply with ASME A112.1.2 or A112.1.3.

Section 412.4; change to read as follows:

412.4 Required location for floor drains. Floor drains shall be installed in the following areas.
1. In public coin-operated laundries and in the central washing facilities of multiple family
dwellings, the rooms containing automatic clothes washers shall be provided with floor
drains located to readily drain the entire floor area. Such drains shall have a minimum
outlet of not less than 3 inches (76 mm) in diameter.
2. Commercial kitchens. In lieu of floor drains in commercial kitchens, the code official may
accept floor sinks.

Section 419.3; change to read as follows:

419.3 Surrounding material. Wall and floor space to a point 2 feet (610 mm) in front of a urinal
lip and 4 feet (1219 mm) above the floor and at least 2 feet (610 mm) to each side of the urinal
shall be waterproofed with a smooth, readily cleanable, hard, nonabsorbent material.

Section 502.3; change to read as follows:

502.3 Appliances in attics. Attics containing a water heater shall be provided with an opening
and unobstructed passageway large enough to allow removal of the water heater. The
passageway shall be not less than 30 inches (762 mm) in height and 22 inches (559 mm) in
width and not more than 20 feet (6096 mm) in length when measured along the centerline of the
passageway from the opening to the water heater. The passageway shall have continuous solid
flooring not less than 24 inches (610 mm) in width. A level service space not less than 30 inches
(762 mm) in length and 30 inches (762 mm) in width shall be present at the front or service side
of the water heater. The clear access opening dimensions shall be a minimum of 20 inches by

30 inches (508 mm by 762 mm), or larger where such dimensions be not less than 20 inches by
30 inches (508mm by 762mm) where such dimensions are large enough to allow removal of the
water heater. A walkway to an appliance shall be rated as a floor as approved by the building
official. As a minimum, for access to the attic space, provide one of the following:
1.
A permanent stair.
2.
A pull down stair with a minimum 300 lb (136 kg) capacity.
3.
An access door from an upper floor level.
4.
Access Panel may be used in lieu of items 1, 2, and 3 with prior approval of the code
official due to building conditions.
Exceptions:
1. The passageway and level service space are not required where the appliance
is capable of being serviced and removed through the required opening.

*Section 502.6; add Section 502.6 to read as follows:

502.6 Water heaters above ground or floor. When the attic, roof, mezzanine or platform in
which a water heater is installed is more than eight (8) feet (2438 mm) above the ground or floor
level, it shall be made accessible by a stairway or permanent ladder fastened to the building.

Exception: A max 10 gallon water heater (or larger with approval) is capable of being
accessed through a lay-in ceiling and a water heater is installed is not more than ten
(10) feet (3048 mm) above the ground or floor level and may be reached with a portable
ladder.

Section 504.6; change to read as follows:

504.6 Requirements for discharge piping. The discharge piping serving a pressure relief
valve, temperature relief valve or combination thereof shall:
1. Not be directly connected to the drainage system.
2. Discharge through an air gap.
3. Not be smaller than the diameter of the outlet of the valve served and shall discharge full
size to the air gap.
4. Serve a single relief device and shall not connect to piping serving any other relief
device or equipment.
Exception: Multiple relief devices may be installed to a single T & P discharge
piping system when approved by the administrative authority and permitted by the
manufactures installation instructions and installed with those instructions.
5. Discharge to an indirect waste receptor or to the outdoors.
6. Discharge in a manner that does not cause personal injury or structural damage.
7. Discharge to a termination point that is readily observable by the building occupants.
8. Not be trapped.

9. Be installed so as to flow by gravity.
10. Terminate not more than 6 inches above and not less than two times the discharge pipe

diameter above the floor or flood level rim of the waste receptor.
11. Not have a threaded connection at the end of such piping.
12. Not have valves or tee fittings.
13. Be constructed of those materials listed in Section 605.4 or materials tested, rated and

approved for such use in accordance with ASME A112.4.1.

Section 504.7.1; change to read as follows:

Section 504.7.1 Pan size and drain to read as follows: The pan shall be not less than 11/2
inches (38 mm) in depth and shall be of sufficient size and shape to receive all dripping or
condensate from the tank or water heater. The pan shall be drained by an indirect waste pipe
having a diameter of not less than 3/4 inch (19 mm). Piping for safety pan drains shall be of
those materials listed in Table 605.4. Multiple pan drains may terminate to a single discharge
piping system when approved by the administrative authority and permitted by the manufactures
installation instructions and installed with those instructions.

Section 604.4; add Section 604.4.1 to read as follows:

604.4.1 State maximum flow rate. Where the State mandated maximum flow rate is more
restrictive than those of this section, the State flow rate shall take precedence.

Section 606.2; change to read as follows:

606.2 Location of shutoff valves. Shutoff valves shall be installed in the following locations:
1. On the fixture supply to each plumbing fixture other than bathtubs and showers in oneand two-family residential occupancies, and other than in individual sleeping units that
are provided with unit shutoff valves in hotels, motels, boarding houses and similar
occupancies.
2. On the water supply pipe to each appliance or mechanical equipment.

Section 608.1; change to read as follows:

608.1 General. A potable water supply system shall be designed, installed and maintained in
such a manner so as to prevent contamination from non-potable liquids, solids or gases being
introduced into the potable water supply through cross-connections or any other piping
connections to the system. Backflow preventer applications shall conform to applicable local
regulations, Table 608.1, except and as specifically stated in Sections 608.2 through 608.16.10.

Section 608.16.5; change to read as follows:

608.16.5 Connections to lawn irrigation systems.
The potable water supply to lawn irrigation systems shall be protected against backflow by an
atmospheric-type vacuum breaker, a pressure-type vacuum breaker, a double-check assembly
or a reduced pressure principle backflow preventer. A valve shall not be installed downstream
from an atmospheric vacuum breaker. Where chemicals are introduced into the system, the
potable water supply shall be protected against backflow by a reduced pressure principle
backflow preventer.

Section 608.17; change to read as follows:

608.17 Protection of individual water supplies. An individual water supply shall be located
and constructed so as to be safeguarded against contamination in accordance with applicable
local regulations. Installation shall be in accordance with Sections 608.17.1 through 608.17.8.

Section 610.1; add exception to read as follows:

610.1 General. New or repaired potable water systems shall be purged of deleterious matter
and disinfected prior to utilization. The method to be followed shall be that prescribed by the
health authority or water purveyor having jurisdiction or, in the absence of a prescribed method,
the procedure described in either AWWA C651 or AWWA C652, or as described in this section.
This requirement shall apply to “on-site” or “in-plant” fabrication of a system or to a modular
portion of a system.
1. The pipe system shall be flushed with clean, potable water until dirty water does not
appear at the points of outlet.
2. The system or part thereof shall be filled with a water/chlorine solution containing at
least 50 parts per million (50 mg/L) of chlorine, and the system or part thereof shall be
valved off and allowed to stand for 24 hours; or the system or part thereof shall be filled
with a water/chlorine solution containing at least 200 parts per million (200 mg/L) of
chlorine and allowed to stand for 3 hours.
3. Following the required standing time, the system shall be flushed with clean potable
water until the chlorine is purged from the system.
4. The procedure shall be repeated where shown by a bacteriological examination that
contamination remains present in the system.
Exception: With prior approval the Code Official may wave this requirement when
deemed un-necessary.

Section 703.6; Delete

Section 704.5; added to read as follows:

704.5 Single stack fittings. Single stack fittings with internal baffle, PVC schedule 40 or cast
iron single stack shall be designed by a registered engineer and comply to a national
recognized standard.

Section 705.11.2; change to read as follows:

705.11.2 Solvent cementing. Joint surfaces shall be clean and free from moisture. A purple
primer that conforms to ASTM F 656 shall be applied. Solvent cement not purple in color and
conforming to ASTM D 2564, CSA B137.3, CSA B181.2 or CSA B182.1 shall be applied to all
joint surfaces. The joint shall be made while the cement is wet and shall be in accordance with
ASTM D 2855. Solvent cement joints shall be permitted above or below ground.

Section 712.5; add Section 712.5 to read as follows:

712.5 Dual Pump System. All sumps shall be automatically discharged and, when in any
“public use” occupancy where the sump serves more than 10 fixture units, shall be provided
with dual pumps or ejectors arranged to function independently in case of overload or
mechanical failure. For storm drainage sumps and pumping systems, see Section 1113.

Section 714, 714.1; change to read as follows:

SECTION 714

ENGINEERED DRAINAGE DESIGN
714.1 Design of drainage system. The sizing, design and layout of the drainage system shall
be designed by a registered engineer using approved design methods.

Section 804.2; added to read as follows:

804.2 Special waste pipe, fittings, and components. Pipes, fittings, and components receiving
or intended to receive the discharge of any fixture into which acid or corrosive chemicals are
placed shall be constructed of CPVC, high silicone iron, PP, PVDF, chemical resistant glass, or
glazed ceramic materials.

Section 903.1; change to read as follows:

903.1 Roof extension. Open vent pipes that extend through a roof shall terminate not less than
six (6) inches (152 mm) above the roof. Where a roof is to be used for assembly or as a
promenade, observation deck, sunbathing deck or similar purposes, open vent pipes shall
terminate not less than 7 feet (2134 mm) above the roof.

Section 917 Single stack vent system. Delete entire section.

Section 1002.10; delete.

Section 1101.8; change to read as follows:

1101.8 Cleanouts required. Cleanouts or manholes shall be installed in the storm drainage
system and shall comply with the provisions of this code for sanitary drainage pipe cleanouts.

Section 1106.1; change to read as follows:

1106.1 General. The size of the vertical conductors and leaders, building storm drains, building
storm sewers, and any horizontal branches of such drains or sewers shall be based on six (6)
inches per hour rainfall.

Section 1108.3; change to read as follows:

1108.3 Sizing of secondary drains. Secondary (emergency) roof drain systems shall be sized
in accordance with Section 1106. Scuppers shall be sized to prevent the depth of ponding water
from exceeding that for which the roof was designed as determined by Section 1101.7.
Scuppers shall not have an opening dimension of less than 4 inches (102 mm). The flow

through the primary system shall not be considered when sizing the secondary roof drain
system.

Section 1109; delete this section.

Section 1202.1; delete Exception 2.
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C102.1.2 Alternative compliance. A building certified by a national, state, or local accredited
energy efficiency program and determined by the Energy Systems Laboratory to be in compliance
with the energy efficiency requirements of this section may, at the option of the Code or Building
Official, be considered in compliance. The United States Environmental Protection Agency's
Energy Star Program certification of energy code equivalency shall be considered in compliance.

R102.1.2 Alternative compliance. A building certified by a national, state, or local accredited
energy efficiency program and determined by the Energy Systems Laboratory to be in compliance
with the energy efficiency requirements of this section may, at the option of the Code Official, be
considered in compliance. The United States Environmental Protection Agency's Energy Star
Program certification of energy code equivalency shall be considered in compliance. Regardless
of the program or the path to compliance, each 1- and 2-family dwelling shall be tested for air and
duct leakage as prescribed in Section R402.4 and R403.3.3 respectively.

Section C202 and R202; add the following definition:
PROJECTION FACTOR. The ratio of the horizontal depth of the overhang, eave or permanently
attached shading device, divided by the distance measured vertically from the bottom of the
fenestration glazing to the underside of the overhang, eave or permanently attached shading
device.

Section R202; add the following definition:
DYNAMIC GLAZING. Any fenestration product that has the fully reversible ability to change it
performance properties, including U-factor, solar heat gain coefficient (SHGC), or visible
transmittance (VT).

Section R402.3.2 Glazed fenestration SHGC; amend by adding a paragraph and table
following the exception to read as follows:
Where vertical fenestration is shaded by an overhang, eave, or permanently attached shading
device, the SHGC required in Table R402.1.2 shall be reduced by using the multipliers in Table
R402.3.2 SHGC Multipliers for Permanent Projections.

Table R402.3.2 SHGC Multipliers for Permanent Projections a

a

Projection

SHGC Multiplier

SHGC Multiplier

Factor

(all Other Orientation)

(North Oriented)

0 - 0.10

1.00

1.00

>0.10 – 0.20

0.91

0.95

>0.20 – 0.30

0.82

0.91

>0.30 – 0.40

0.74

0.87

>0.40 – 0.50

0.67

0.84

>0.50 – 0.60

0.61

0.81

>0.60 – 0.70

0.56

0.78

>0.70 – 0.80

0.51

0.76

>0.80 – 0.90

0.47

0.75

>0.90 – 1.00

0.44

0.73

North oriented means within 45 degrees of true north.

Section R402.4.1.2 Testing; modify the first paragraph to read as follows:
R402.4.1.2 Testing. The building or dwelling unit shall be tested and verified as having an air
leakage rate not exceeding five air changes per hour in Climate Zones 3. Testing shall be
conducted in accordance with ASTM E 779 or ASTM E 1827 and reported at a pressure of 0.2
inch w.g. (50 Pascals). Where required by the code official, testing shall be conducted by
an approved third party. A written report of the results of the test shall be signed by the party
conducting the test and provided to the code official. Testing shall be performed at any time after
creation of all penetrations of the building thermal envelope.

R402.4.1.2 Testing; Add a last paragraph to read as follows:
Mandatory testing shall only be performed by individuals that are certified to perform air infiltration
testing certified by national or state organizations as approved by the building official. The certified
individuals must be an independent third-party entity, and may not be employed; or have any
financial interest in the company that constructs the structure.

R403.3.3 Duct Testing (Mandatory) Add a last paragraph to read as follows:
Mandatory testing shall only be performed by individuals that are certified to perform duct testing
leakage testing certified by national or state organizations as approved by the building official.
The certified individuals must be an independent third-party entity, and may not be employed; or
have any financial interest in the company that constructs the structure.
Section C402.2.7/R402.2; Add Section C402.2.9 and R402.2.14 to read as follows:
Section C402.2.7/R402.2.14 Insulation installed in walls. To insure that insulation remains in place,
insulation installed in walls shall be totally enclosed on all sides consisting of framing lumber, gypsum,
sheathing, wood structural panel sheathing, netting or other equivalent material approved by the building
official.

Section R405.6.2; add the following sentence to the end of paragraph:
Acceptable performance software simulation tools may include, but are not limited to, REM Rate TM, Energy
Gauge and IC3. Other performance software programs accredited by RESNET BESTEST and having the
ability to provide a report as outlined in R405.4.2 may also be deemed acceptable performance simulation
programs and may be considered by the building official.

TABLE R406.4 MAXIMUM ENERGY RATING INDEX; amend to read as follows:
TABLE R406.41
MAXIMUM ENERGY RATING INDEX

1

CLIMATE ZONE

ENERGY RATING INDEX

3

65

This table is effective until August 31, 2019.
TABLE R406.42
MAXIMUM ENERGY RATING INDEX

2

CLIMATE ZONE

ENERGY RATING INDEX

3

63

The table is effective from September 1, 2019 to August 31, 2022.
TABLE R406.43
MAXIMUM ENERGY RATING INDEX
CLIMATE ZONE

ENERGY RATING INDEX

3

59

3

This table is effective on or after September 1, 2022.
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Section 101.2
Section 102.2; add an exception to read as follows:
Exception: Existing dwelling units shall comply with Section 621.2.

Section 102.8; change to read as follows:
102.8 Referenced codes and standards. The codes and standards referenced in this code
shall be those that are listed in Chapter 8 and such codes, when specifically adopted, and
standards shall be considered part of the requirements of this code to the prescribed extent of
each such reference. Where differences occur between provisions of this code and the
referenced standards, the provisions of this code shall apply. Whenever amendments have
been adopted to the referenced codes and standards, each reference to said code and standard
shall be considered to reference the amendments as well.

Section 306.3; change to read as follows:
[M] 306.3 Appliances in attics. Attics containing appliances shall be provided with an opening
and unobstructed passageway large enough to allow removal of the largest appliance. The
passageway shall be not less than 30 inches (762 mm) high and 22 inches (559 mm) wide and
not more than 20 feet (6096 mm) in length measured along the centerline of the passageway
from the opening to the appliance. The passageway shall have continuous solid flooring not less
than 24 inches (610 mm) wide. A level service space not less than 30 inches (762 mm) deep
and 30 inches (762 mm) wide shall be present at the front or service side of the appliance. The
clear access opening dimensions shall be a minimum of 20 inches by 30 inches (508 mm by
762 mm), or larger where such dimensions are not large enough to allow removal of the largest
appliance. A walkway to an appliance shall be rated as a floor as approved by the building
official. As a minimum, for access to the attic space, provide one of the following:
1.
2.
3.
4.

A permanent stair.
A pull down stair with a minimum 300 lb (136 kg) capacity.
An access door from an upper floor level.
Access Panel may be used in lieu of items 1, 2, and 3 with prior approval of the code
official due to building conditions.
Exceptions:

1. The passageway and level service space are not required where the
appliance is capable of being serviced and removed through the required
opening.
2. Where the passageway is not less than 6 feet (1829 mm) high for its entire
length, the passageway shall be not greater than 50 feet (15 250 mm) in
length.

Section 306.5; change to read as follows:
[M] 306.5 Equipment and appliances on roofs or elevated structures. Where equipment
requiring access or appliances are located on an elevated structure or the roof of a building
such that personnel will have to climb higher than 16 feet (4877 mm) above grade to access, an
a permanent interior or exterior means of access shall be provided. Permanent exterior ladders
providing roof access need not extend closer than 12 feet (2438 mm) to the finish grade or floor
level below and shall extend to the equipment and appliances' level service space. Such
access shall not require climbing over obstructions greater than 30 inches (762 mm) in height or
walking on roofs having a slope greater than 4 units vertical in 12 units horizontal (33-percent
slope). Such access shall not require the use of portable ladders.
Permanent ladders installed to provide the required access shall comply with the following
minimum design criteria:
1. The side railing shall extend above the parapet or roof edge not less than 30 inches
(762 mm).
2. Ladders shall have rung spacing not to exceed 14 inches (356 mm) on center. The
upper-most rung shall be not more than 24 inches (610 mm) below the upper edge of
the roof hatch, roof or parapet, as applicable.
3. Ladders shall have a toe spacing not less than 6 inches (152 mm) deep.
4. There shall be not less than 18 inches (457 mm) between rails.
5. Rungs shall have a diameter not less than 0.75-inch (19 mm) and be capable of
withstanding a 300-pound (136.1 kg) load.
6. Ladders over 30 feet (9144 mm) in height shall be provided with offset sections and
landings capable of withstanding 100 pounds per square foot (488.2 kg/m2). Landing
dimensions shall be not less than 18 inches (457 mm) and not less than the width of the
ladder served. A guard rail shall be provided on all open sides of the landing.
7. Climbing clearance. The distance from the centerline of the rungs to the nearest
permanent object on the climbing side of the ladder shall be not less than 30 inches (762
mm) measured perpendicular to the rungs. This distance shall be maintained from the
point of ladder access to the bottom of the roof hatch. A minimum clear width of 15
inches (381 mm) shall be provided on both sides of the ladder measured from the
midpoint of and parallel with the rungs, except where cages or wells are installed.
8. Landing required. The ladder shall be provided with a clear and unobstructed bottom
landing area having a minimum dimension of 30 inches by 30 inches (762 mm by 762

mm) centered in front of the ladder.
9. Ladders shall be protected against corrosion by approved means.
10. Access to ladders shall be provided at all times.

Catwalks installed to provide the required access shall be not less than 24 inches (610 mm)
wide and shall have railings as required for service platforms.
Exception: This section shall not apply to Group R-3 occupancies.
Section 306.5.1; change to read as follows:
[M] 306.5.1 Sloped roofs. Where appliances, equipment, fans or other components that
require service are installed on a roof having a slope of 3 units vertical in 12 units horizontal (25percent slope) or greater and having an edge more than 30 inches (762 mm) above grade at
such edge, a catwalk at least 16 inches in width with substantial cleats spaced not more than 16
inches apart shall be provided from the roof access to a level platform at the appliance. The
level platform shall be provided on each side of the appliance to which access is required for
service, repair or maintenance. The platform shall be not less than 30 inches (762 mm) in any
dimension and shall be provided with guards. The guards shall extend not less than 42 inches
(1067 mm) above the platform, shall be constructed so as to prevent the passage of a 21-inchdiameter (533 mm) sphere and shall comply with the loading requirements for guards specified
in the International Building Code.
Section 306; add Section 306.7 with exception and subsection 306.7.1 to read as follows:
306.7 Water heaters above ground or floor. When the attic, roof, mezzanine or platform in
which a water heater is installed is more than eight (8) feet (2438 mm) above the ground or floor
level, it shall be made accessible by a stairway or permanent ladder fastened to the building.
Section 401.5; add a second paragraph to read as follows:
Both ends of each section of medium pressure gas piping shall identify its operating gas
pressure with an approved tag. The tags are to be composed of aluminum or stainless steel
and the following wording shall be stamped into the tag:
"WARNING 1/2 to 5 psi gas pressure Do Not Remove"

Section 402.3; add an exception to read as follows:
Exception: Corrugated stainless steel tubing (CSST) shall be a minimum of 1/2" (
18 EHD).

Section 404.12; change to read as follows:
404.12 Minimum burial depth. Underground piping systems shall be installed a minimum
depth of 18 inches (458 mm) top of pipe below grade.

Section 406.1; change to read as follows:
406.1 General. Prior to acceptance and initial operation, all piping installations shall be
inspected and pressure tested to determine that the materials, design, fabrication, and
installation practices comply with the requirements of this code. The permit holder shall make
the applicable tests prescribed in Sections 406.1.1 through 406.1.5 to determine compliance
with the provisions of this code. The permit holder shall give reasonable advance notice to the
code official when the piping system is ready for testing. The equipment, material, power and
labor necessary for the inspections and test shall be furnished by the permit holder and the
permit holder shall be responsible for determining that the work will withstand the test pressure
prescribed in the following tests.

Section 406.4; change to read as follows:
406.4 Test pressure measurement. Test pressure shall be measured with a monometer or
with a pressure-measuring device designed and calibrated to read, record, or indicate a
pressure loss caused by leakage during the pressure test period. The source of pressure shall
be isolated before the pressure tests are made.

Section 406.4.1; change to read as follows:
406.4.1 Test pressure. The test pressure to be used shall be no less than 3 psig (20 kPa
gauge), or at the discretion of the Code Official, the piping and valves may be tested at a
pressure of at least six (6) inches (152 mm) of mercury, measured with a manometer or slope
gauge. For tests requiring a pressure of 3 psig, diaphragm gauges shall utilize a dial with a
minimum diameter of three and one half inches (3 ½”), a set hand, 1/10 pound incrementation
and pressure range not to exceed 6 psi for tests requiring a pressure of 3 psig. For tests
requiring a pressure of 10 psig, diaphragm gauges shall utilize a dial with a minimum diameter
of three and one-half inches (3 ½”), a set hand, a minimum of 2/10 pound incrementation and a
pressure range not to exceed 20 psi. For welded piping, and for piping carrying gas at
pressures in excess of fourteen (14) inches water column pressure (3.48 kPa) (1/2 psi) and less
than 200 inches of water column pressure (52.2 kPa) (7.5 psi), the test pressure shall not be
less than ten (10) pounds per square inch (69.6 kPa). For piping carrying gas at a pressure that
exceeds 200 inches of water column (52.2 kPa) (7.5 psi), the test pressure shall be not less
than one and one-half times the proposed maximum working pressure. Diaphragm gauges used

for testing must display a current calibration and be in good working condition. The appropriate
test must be applied to the diaphragm gauge used for testing.

Section 406.4.2; change to read as follows:
406.4.2 Test duration. Test duration shall be held for a length of time satisfactory to the Code
Official, but in no case for less than fifteen (15) minutes. For welded piping, and for piping
carrying gas at pressures in excess of fourteen (14) inches water column pressure (3.48 kPa),
the test duration shall be held for a length of time satisfactory to the Code Official, but in no case
for less than thirty (30) minutes. (Delete remainder of section.)

Section 409.1; add Section 409.1.4 to read as follows:
409.1.4 Valves in CSST installations. Shutoff valves installed with corrugated stainless steel
(CSST) piping systems shall be supported with an approved termination fitting, or equivalent
support, suitable for the size of the valves, of adequate strength and quality, and located at
intervals so as to prevent or damp out excessive vibration but in no case greater than 12-inches
from the center of the valve. Supports shall be installed so as not to interfere with the free
expansion and contraction of the system's piping, fittings, and valves between anchors. All
valves and supports shall be designed and installed so they will not be disengaged by
movement of the supporting piping.

Section 410.1; add a second paragraph and exception to read as follows:
Access to regulators shall comply with the requirements for access to appliances as specified
in Section 306.
Exception: A passageway or level service space is not required when the regulator is
capable of being serviced and removed through the required attic opening.

Section 621.2; add exception as follows:
621.2 Prohibited use. One or more unvented room heaters shall not be used as the sole
source of comfort heating in a dwelling unit.
Exception: Existing approved unvented heaters may continue to be used in dwelling units,
in accordance with the code provisions in effect when installed, when approved by the Code
Official unless an unsafe condition is determined to exist as described in Section 108.7.
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Section 101 is amended by changing 101.1 to read as follows; and adding section 101.6
Limitation of Enforcement:
101.1 Title. These regulations shall be known as the Fire Code of the City of Rowlett,
hereinafter referred to as "this code".
101.6 Limitation of Enforcement. Nothing within this code shall be construed as limiting the
application and enforcement of this code in areas within and beyond the City’s jurisdictional
limits as may be allowed by local, state, or federal laws, ordinances, or codes.

Section 103.1; change to read as follows:

103.1 General The department of fire prevention is established within the jurisdiction under the
direction of the fire code official. The function of the department shall be the implementation,
administration and enforcement of the provisions of this code. Any reference to Fire Marshal or
Fire Chief shall mean the fire code official.

Section 102.1; change #3 to read as follows:

3. Existing structures, facilities, and conditions when required in Chapter 11 or in specific
sections of this code.

Section 105.3.3; change to read as follows:

105.3.3 Occupancy Prohibited before Approval. The building or structure shall not be occupied
prior to the fire code official issuing a permit when required and conducting associated inspections

indicating the applicable provisions of this code have been met.

Section 105.7; add Section 105.7.19 to read as follows:

105.7.19 Electronic access control systems. Construction permits are required for the
installation or modification of an electronic access control system, as specified in Chapter 10. A
separate construction permit is required for the installation or modification of a fire alarm system
that may be connected to the access control system. Maintenance performed in accordance with
this code is not considered a modification and does not require a permit.

Section 105.7; Section 105.7.20 is added to read as follows:
Sec. 26.105 New materials, processes or occupancies which may require a permit. The
city manager, the fire chief and the fire marshal may act as a committee to determine and
specify, after giving affected persons an opportunity to be heard, any new materials, processes
or occupancies not addressed by this code which will require permits, in addition to those
described in the fire prevention code. The fire marshal will post a list of any permit requirements
in a conspicuous place in his office and distribute copies to interested persons.
Section 108.1 is amended to read as follows:
108.1. Construction board of adjustments and appeals. The construction board of
adjustments and appeals will hear and decide appeals of orders, decisions or determinations
made by the fire code official relative to the application and interpretation of this code.

Section 108.3 is deleted.

Section 109.4 is amended to read as follows:
109.4 Violation Penalties. Persons who shall violate a provision of this code or shall fail to
comply with any of the requirements thereof or who shall erect, install, alter, repair or do work in
violation of the approved construction documents or directive of the fire code official, or of
a permit or certificate used under provisions of this code, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor,
punishable by a fine of not more than $2000 dollars. Each day that a violation continues after
due notice has been served shall be deemed a separate offense.

Section 109.4. is hereby amended by adding a new Section 109.4.2 to read as follows:

109.4.2 Applicability. A person, firm, partnership, corporation, association, or other entity
shall be presumed to be the violator if the person, firm, partnership, corporation, association,
or other entity is the owner or occupant of the subject property, exercises actual or apparent
control over the subject property, or is listed as the water customer of the city for the subject
property.
Section 111.4 is amended to read as follows:
111.4. Failure to comply. Any person who continues work after having been served with a stop
work order, except such work the fire code official has directed to be performed to remedy a
violation or unsafe condition, shall be liable for a fine not less than $500.00 or more than
$2,000. Each day that a violation continues after notice of violation has been served shall be
deemed a separate offense.
The following definitions in Section 202 are amended to read as follows:
[B] AMBULATORY CARE FACILITY. Buildings or portions thereof used to provide medical,
surgical, psychiatric, nursing, or similar care on a less than 24-hour basis to persons who are
rendered incapable of self-preservation by the services provided. This group may include but not
be limited to the following:
- Dialysis centers
- Procedures involving sedation
- Sedation dentistry
- Surgery centers
- Colonic centers
- Psychiatric centers

ATRIUM. An opening connecting three or more stories other than enclosed stairways, elevators,
hoistways, escalators, plumbing, electrical, air-conditioning or other equipment, which is closed
at the top and not defined as a mall. Stories, as used in this definition, do not include balconies
within assembly groups or mezzanines that comply with Section 505 of the International Building
Code.

DEFEND IN PLACE. A method of emergency response that engages building components and
trained staff to provide occupant safety during an emergency. Emergency response involves
remaining in place, relocating within the building, or both, without evacuating the building.

FIRE CODE OFFICIAL The fire marshal or a duly authorized representative.

FIRE WATCH. A temporary measure intended to ensure continuous and systematic surveillance
of a building or portion thereof by one or more qualified individuals or standby personnel when
required by the fire code official, for the purposes of identifying and controlling fire hazards,
detecting early signs of unwanted fire, raising an alarm of fire and notifying the fire department.

FIREWORKS. Any composition or device for the purpose of producing a visible or an audible
effect for entertainment purposes by combustion, deflagration, or detonation, and/or activated
by ignition with a match or other heat producing device that meets the definition of 1.4G
fireworks or 1.3G fireworks as set forth herein.

Fireworks, 1.4G. Small fireworks devices containing restricted amounts of pyrotechnic
composition designed primarily to produce visible or audible effects by combustion. Such 1.4G
fireworks which comply with the construction, chemical composition and labeling regulations of
the DOTn for Fireworks, UN 0336, and the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission as set
forth in CPSC 16 CFR Parts 1500 and 1507, are not explosive materials for the purpose of this
code.
Fireworks, 1.3G. Large fireworks devices, which are explosive materials, intended for use in
fireworks displays and designed to produce audible or visible effects by
combustion, deflagration or detonation. Such 1.3G fireworks include, but are not limited to,
firecrackers containing more than 130 milligrams (2 grains) of explosive composition, aerial
shells containing more than 40 grams of pyrotechnic composition and other display pieces
which exceed the limits for classification as 1.4G fireworks. Such 1.3G fireworks are also
described as Fireworks, UN 0335 by the DOT.

HIGH PILED COMBUSTIBLE STORAGE add a second paragraph to read as follows:
Any building classified as a group S Occupancy or Speculative Building exceeding 5,000 sq. ft.
that has a clear height in excess of 14 feet, making it possible to be used for storage in excess
of 12 feet, shall be considered to be high-piled storage. When a specific product cannot be
identified, a fire protection system and life safety features shall be installed as for Class IV
commodities, to the maximum pile height.

HIGH RISE BUILDING. A building with an occupied floor located more than 55 feet (16 764
mm) above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access.

REPAIR GARAGE. A building, structure or portion thereof used for servicing or repairing motor
vehicles. This occupancy shall also include garages involved in minor repair, modification and

servicing of motor vehicles for items such as lube changes, inspections, windshield repair or
replacement, shocks, minor part replacement, and other such minor repairs.

SELF-SERVICE STORAGE FACILITY. Real property designed and used for the purpose of
renting or leasing individual storage spaces to customers for the purpose of storing and
removing personal property on a self-service basis.

STANDBY PERSONNEL. Qualified fire service personnel, approved by the Fire Chief. When
utilized, the number required shall be as directed by the Fire Chief. Charges for utilization shall
be as normally calculated by the jurisdiction.

UPGRADED OR REPLACED FIRE ALARM SYSTEM. A fire alarm system that is upgraded or
replaced includes, but is not limited to the following:
•
•
•
•

Replacing one single board or fire alarm control unit component with a newer model
Installing a new fire alarm control unit in addition to or in place of an existing one
Conversion from a horn system to an emergency voice/alarm communication system
Conversion from a conventional system to one that utilizes addressable or analog
devices

The following are not considered an upgrade or replacement:
•
•
•

Firmware updates
Software updates
Replacing boards of the same model with chips utilizing the same or newer firmware

307.1.1 Prohibited Open Burning. Open burning that is offensive or objectionable because of
smoke emissions or when atmospheric conditions or local circumstances make such fires
hazardous shall be prohibited. Burning of refuse, debris and yard waste in the city limits is
prohibited. All containers, pits, fireplaces or appliances used for open burning must be approved.

Section 307.2; change to read as follows:

307.2 Permit Required. A permit shall be obtained from the fire code official in accordance with
Section 105.6 prior to kindling a fire for recognized silvicultural or range or wildlife management
practices, prevention or control of disease or pests, or open burning. Application for such approval
shall only be presented by and permits issued to the owner of the land upon which the fire is to

be kindled.

Examples of state or local law, or regulations referenced elsewhere in this section may include
but not be limited to the following:

1. Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) guidelines and/or restrictions.
2. State, County, or Local temporary or permanent bans on open burning.
3. Local written policies as established by the fire code official.

307.3 Extinguishment Authority. The fire code official is authorized to order the extinguishment
by the permit holder, or any person responsible for any fire or open burning, that creates or adds
to a hazardous or objectionable situation.

Section 307.4; change to read as follows:

307.4 Location. The location for open burning shall not be less than 300 feet (91 440 mm) from
any structure, and provisions shall be made to prevent the fire from spreading to within 300 feet
(91 440 mm) of any structure.

Section 307.4.1 is deleted.

Section 307.4.2 is deleted.

Section 307.4.3; change to read as follows:

307.4.3 Portable Outdoor Fireplaces. Portable outdoor fireplaces shall be used in accordance
with the manufacturer's instructions and shall not be operated within 15 feet (3048 mm) of a
structure or combustible material. Portable outdoor fireplaces are prohibited in multifamily uses
and townhomes that are attached with three or more family units or separate family units more
than one story.

Exception: Portable outdoor fireplaces used at one-and two-family dwellings.

Section 307.4.3, Exceptions: add exception #2 to read as follows:

Section 307.4.4 and 5; add section 307.4.4 and 307.4.5 to read as follows:

307.4.4 Permanent Outdoor Firepit. Permanently installed outdoor firepits for recreational fire
purposes shall not be installed within (10) ten feet of a structure or combustible material.

Exception: Permanently installed outdoor fireplaces constructed in accordance with the
International Building Code.

307.4.5 Trench Burns. Trench burns shall be conducted in air curtain trenches and in
accordance with Section 307.2.

Section 307.5; change to read as follows:

307.5 Attendance. Open burning, trench burns, bonfires, recreational fires, and use of portable
outdoor fireplaces shall be constantly attended until the fire is extinguished. A minimum of one
portable fire extinguisher complying with Section 906 with a minimum 4-A rating or
other approved on-site fire-extinguishing equipment, such as dirt, sand, water barrel, garden hose
or water truck, shall be available for immediate utilization.

Section 308.1.4; change to read as follows:

308.1.4 Outdoor cooking. It is unlawful to use, or to store, a charcoal burner, open flame, LP
gas burner, outdoor grill, barbecue, or other outdoor cooking appliance with open flame or heat
producing element on the premises of a residential building with three or more attached family
dwelling units, or separate family dwelling units two or more stories; or of any multifamily
residential building. The provision does not apply to the use of permanently mounted outdoor
cooking devices located (10) ten or more feet from any structure.

Exceptions:

1. One- and two-family dwellings, except that LP-gas containers are limited to a water
capacity not greater than 50 pounds (22.68 kg) [nominal 20 pound (9.08 kg) LP-gas
capacity] with an aggregate LP-gas capacity not to exceed 100 lbs (5 containers).
Section 308.1.5; amended to read as follows:

308.1.5 Location Near Combustibles. Open flames such as from candles, lanterns, kerosene
heaters and gas-fired heaters shall not be located on or near decorative material or similar
combustible materials. In no case are heaters, open flame devices, or heating electrical
elements permitted on balconies of multifamily units.

Section 308.1.6.2, Exception #3; change to read as follows:

Exceptions:

3. Torches or flame-producing devices in accordance with Section 308.1.3.
Section 308.1.6.3; change to read as follows:

308.1.6.3 Sky Lanterns. A person shall not release or cause to be released unmanned freefloating devices containing an open flame or other heat source, such as but not limited to a sky
lantern.

Section 311.5; change to read as follows:

311.5 Placards. The fire code official is authorized to require marking of any vacant or
abandoned buildings or structures determined to be unsafe pursuant to Section 110 of this code
relating to structural or interior hazards, as required by Section 311.5.1 through 311.5.5.

Section 319 General Requirements is added
Section 319.1 – 319.2 is added to read as follows:
Section 319.1 is added to read as follows:
319.1 Motor vehicle parking. It is unlawful for a person to store, park or stand a motor vehicle
inside a residential unit, a storage facility attached to a residential unit or a stairwell or under a
stairway or a balcony, on premises of a multifamily dwelling unless designed for that purpose.
Section 319.2 is added to read as follows:
319.2 EMS Elevators. Where elevators are provided in buildings, not fewer than one elevator
shall be provided for fire department emergency access to all floors. The elevator car shall be
of such size and arrangement to accommodate an ambulance stretcher 24 inches by 84
inches with not less than 5-inch radius corners, in the horizontal, open position and shall be
identified by the international symbol for emergency medical services (star of life). The symbol
shall be not less than 3 inches in height and shall be placed inside on both sides of the hoist
way door frame.
Exception : When allowed by the Fire Code Official, an EMS elevator shall not be
required for buildings less than 4 stories.
Section 320 Hazardous Materials Spills is added
Section 320.1 – 320.2 is added to read as follows:
320.1 Establishment of motor vehicle routes for transportation of hazardous chemicals.
The U.S. Department of Transportation regulations referenced in chapter 27 and chapter of the
fire code shall be followed, except that tank vehicles transporting hazardous chemicals to local
businesses may take the shortest route to the business served.
320.2 Hazardous materials spills. Any person who causes, or permits a release or spill of
hazardous material affecting property within the city, or its extraterritorial jurisdiction, shall be
responsible for the abatement, control, capture and proper disposal of such hazardous material
and for all associated costs incurred by the fire department and other city departments and
agencies that assist to abate the release or spill.
1. The abatement activities shall be under the direction and control of the fire chief or his
authorized representative. The fire chief may relinquish his direction and control to
another agency, firm or other licensed party for the purposes of extended operations,
remediation, control, capture or proper disposal of the hazardous materials. The fire
chief can reinstate his direction and control at any point in order to protect the health and
welfare of persons or property or to expedite the abatement, control, capture or proper
disposal of the hazardous material and/or any by-products thereof. It is unlawful for any

person to fail to obey an order given by the fire chief at the scene of a hazardous
material release or spill.
2. For purposes of this section, costs incurred by the fire department or other
departments of the city shall include, but shall not be limited to, all expenses attributable
to the cleanup or abatement of any hazardous materials incident, including costs of
equipment operations, materials utilized, specialists, experts, contract labor, overtime
costs, costs incurred by area fire departments requested through mutual aid agreement
with the city, and any other incidental costs of the city as a result of the incident. Costs
do not include fire suppression, rescue, medical treatment and similar services which are
within the scope of fire department duties.
3. Cost recovery shall be in the manner and form designated by the fire department. Any
individual, agency, corporation, firm, or party who fails to respond within ten days to a
certified notice of collection under this section is in violation of this section.
4. Any violation of this section punishable by a fine of at least $1,000.00.
5. The remedies provided by this section is in addition to any other remedies provided by
law. Nothing in this section prohibits the city from pursuing other legal actions to recover
the costs of abatement.
Section 401.5; amend to read as follows:
401.5 Making false alarm or report. A person shall not give, signal or transmit a false alarm or
report.
Section 403.5; change Section 403.5 to read as follows:

403.5 Group E Occupancies. An approved fire safety and evacuation plan in accordance with
Section 404 shall be prepared and maintained for Group E occupancies and for buildings
containing both a Group E occupancy and an atrium. A diagram depicting two evacuation routes
shall be posted in a conspicuous location in each classroom. Group E occupancies shall also
comply with Sections 403.5.1 through 403.5.3.

Section 403.12.2; is amended by adding 10 and 11 to the list of requirements and the
following paragraphs:
403.12.2 (10.) The need for additional bathroom facilities and parking plans. (11.) The need for
other specific requirements as prescribed by the fire official.
The public safety plan, as described in 403.12.2 and approved by the fire official, shall be
complied with and is enforceable under provisions of this code. Any public assembly held or is

advertised to be held that fails to obtain a permit under this section is in violation of this section.
Any violation of the plan shall be punishable by a fine of at least $500.00.
Permits issued under this section have the same force and applicability as outlined in Chapter
52 Special Events of the Rowlett Code of Ordinances. However, recurring events, events held
solely on private property, and events with low expected attendance shall not require a meeting
by the special event review committee under section 52-5 (b), but only as needed.
Section 404.2.2; add Number 4.10 to read as follows:

4.10 Fire extinguishing system controls.

Section 405.4; change Section 405.4 to read as follows:

405.4 Time. The fire code official may require an evacuation drill at any time. Drills shall be held
at unexpected times and under varying conditions to simulate the unusual conditions that occur
in case of fire.

Section 501.4; change to read as follows:

501.4 Timing of Installation. When fire apparatus access roads or a water supply for fire
protection is required to be installed for any structure or development, they shall be installed,
tested, and approved prior to the time of which construction has progressed beyond completion
of the foundation of any structure.

Section 503.1.1; add sentence to read as follows:

Except for one- or two-family dwellings, the path of measurement shall be along a minimum of a
ten feet (10’) wide unobstructed pathway around the external walls of the structure.

Section 503.2.1; change to read as follows:

503.2.1 Dimensions. Fire apparatus access roads shall have an unobstructed width of not less
than 24 feet (7315 mm), exclusive of shoulders, except for approved security gates in accordance
with Section 503.6, and an unobstructed vertical clearance of not less than 14 feet (4267 mm).

Exception: Vertical clearance may be reduced; provided such reduction does not impair
access by fire apparatus and approved signs are installed and maintained indicating the
established vertical clearance when approved.

Section 503.2.2; change to read as follows:

503.2.2 Authority. The fire code official shall have the authority to require an increase in the
minimum access widths and vertical clearances where they are inadequate for fire or rescue
operations.

Section 503.2.3; change Section 503.2.3 to read as follows:

503.2.3 Surface. Fire apparatus access roads shall be designed and maintained to support
imposed loads of 80,000 Lbs for fire apparatus and shall be surfaced so as to provide all-weather
driving capabilities.

Section 503.3; change to read as follows:

503.3 Marking. Striping, signs, or other markings, when approved by the fire code official, shall
be provided for fire apparatus access roads to identify such roads or prohibit the obstruction
thereof. Striping, signs and other markings shall be maintained in a clean and legible condition at
all times and be replaced or repaired when necessary to provide adequate visibility.

(1) Striping – Fire apparatus access roads shall be continuously marked by painted lines of
red traffic paint six inches (6”) in width to show the boundaries of the lane. The words “NO
PARKING FIRE LANE” or "FIRE LANE NO PARKING” shall appear in four inch (4”) white
letters at 25 feet intervals on the red border markings along both sides of the fire lanes. Where
a curb is available, the striping shall be on the vertical face of the curb.

(2) Signs – Signs shall read “NO PARKING FIRE LANE” or "FIRE LANE NO PARKING” and
shall be 12” wide and 18” high. Signs shall be painted on a white background with letters and
borders in red, using not less than 2” lettering. Signs shall be permanently affixed to a
stationary post and the bottom of the sign shall be six feet, six inches (6’6”) above finished
grade. Signs shall be spaced not more than fifty feet (50’) apart along both sides of the fire
lane. Signs may be installed on permanent buildings or walls or as approved by the Fire Chief.

Section 503.4; change to read as follows:

503.4 Obstruction of Fire Apparatus Access Roads. Fire apparatus access roads shall not be
obstructed in any manner, including the parking of vehicles. The minimum widths and clearances
established in Section 503.2.1 and any area marked as a fire lane as described in Section 503.3
shall be maintained at all times.

Section 505.1; change to read as follows:

505.1 Address Iidentification. New and existing buildings shall be provided with approved
address identification. The address identification shall be legible and placed in a position that is
visible from the street or road fronting the property. Address identification characters shall
contrast with their background. Address numbers shall be Arabic numbers or alphabetical letters.
Numbers shall not be spelled out. Each character shall be not less than 6 inches (152.4 mm)
high with a minimum stroke width of 1/2 inch (12.7 mm). Where required by the fire code official,
address numbers shall be provided in additional approved locations to facilitate emergency
response. Where access is by means of a private road, buildings do not immediately front a
street, and/or the building cannot be viewed from the public way, a monument, pole or other sign
with approved 6 inch (152.4 mm) height building numerals or addresses and 4 inch (101.6 mm)
height suite/apartment numerals of a color contrasting with the background of the building or other
approved means shall be used to identify the structure. Numerals or addresses shall be posted
on a minimum 20 inch (508 mm) by 30 inch (762 mm) background on border. Address
identification shall be maintained.

Exception: R-3 Single Family occupancies shall have approved numerals of a minimum
3 ½ inches (88.9 mm) in height and a color contrasting with the background clearly visible
and legible from the street fronting the property and rear alleyway where such alleyway
exists.

Section 505.3 is hereby added to read as follows:
505.3 Wayfaring Sign. A wayfaring sign shall be provided for all new and existing multi
building developments in which multiple buildings are addressed off a single address, such as
in an apartment complex, or when the nature and arrangement of the buildings, such signage
would be conducive to navigation. Such signs shall be placed at all points of entry into the
development, or as required by the Fire Code Official.
The wayfaring sign shall meet the below minimum requirements:
1. Provide a simplified Site Plan layout of the development or property.
2. Shall indicate all entry and exit points.
3. Shall be a minimum 36-inch by 36-inch.
4. Shall be provided with lighting or reflective sheeting.
5. Shall be permanently mounted.
6. Shall indicate major building and/or address numbers.
7. Shall indicate the developments name and address.

Section 507.4; change to read as follows:

507.4 Water Supply Test Date and Information. The water supply test used for hydraulic
calculation of fire protection systems shall be conducted in accordance with NFPA 291
“Recommended Practice for Fire Flow Testing and Marking of Hydrants” and within one year of
sprinkler plan submittal. The fire code official shall be notified prior to the water supply test. Water
supply tests shall be witnessed by the fire code official, as required. The exact location of the
static/residual hydrant and the flow hydrant shall be indicated on the design drawings. All fire
protection plan submittals shall be accompanied by a hard copy of the waterflow test report, or as
approved by the fire code official. The report must indicate the dominant water tank level at the
time of the test and the maximum and minimum operating levels of the tank, as well, or identify
applicable water supply fluctuation. The licensed contractor must then design the fire protection
system based on this fluctuation information, as per the applicable referenced NFPA standard.
Reference Section 903.3.5 for additional design requirements.

Section 507.5.4; change to read as follows:

507.5.4 Obstruction. Unobstructed access to fire hydrants shall be maintained at all times. Posts,
fences, vehicles, growth, trash, storage and other materials or objects shall not be placed or kept
near fire hydrants, fire department inlet connections or fire protection system control valves in a

manner that would prevent such equipment or fire hydrants from being immediately discernible.
The fire department shall not be deterred or hindered from gaining immediate access to fire
protection equipment or fire hydrants.

Section 507 is amended by adding the following:
507.5.7. Marking. The location of all fire hydrants shall be identified with a blue reflective road
dot placed near the center of the roadway in front of the hydrant.
Section 509.1.2; add new Section 509.1.2 to read as follows:

509.1.2 Sign Requirements. Unless more stringent requirements apply, lettering for signs
required by this section shall have a minimum height of 2 inches (50.8 mm) when located inside
a building and 4 inches (101.6 mm) when located outside, or as approved by the fire code official.
The letters shall be of a color that contrasts with the background.

A new Section 511; entitled "Fire Protection & Building Signage" is hereby adopted to
read as follows:
SECTION 511
FIRE PROTECTION & BUILDING SIGNAGE
511.1Scope. The provisions of this chapter shall apply to the installation of directional,
equipment and fire protection signage.
511.2 Requirements. All buildings and structures provided with an approved fire protection
system, hazardous materials, high piled storage, fire department access or required by other
provisions of this code or the Fire Code Official , shall be provided with signage in the
locations set forth in Sections 512.4 through 512.12 and shall be approved by the Fire Code
Official prior to installation.
Exception . This section shall not require existing buildings to be provided with the
required signage unless the building is renovated, altered or as otherwise required by
the Fire Code Official or other provisions of this code.
511.3 Sign Specifications. All signs required by this section shall be in accordance with the
following specifications, unless otherwise noted:
1. Minimum size of 12 in. × 12 in.
2. Constructed of a minimum 0.080 aluminum sheet with a minimum 0.75 radius
corners.

3. Font style shall be Arial, with all letters capitalized, minimum 3 in. lettering and ½
in. width.
4. Sign face shall be traffic red.
5. Lettering and/or graphics shall be white and reflective.

Exceptions: The Fire Code Official may approve alternate methods and material.

511.4 Fire Department Connection. All buildings provided with an approved automatic fire
sprinkler system or standpipe requiring a Fire Department Connection (FDC), shall indicate
the location of the FDC with appropriate signage as follows:
1. Building and structures in which multiple FDCs will be located within the same
subdivision, shall also indicate numerical address, suite numbers served or other
description as approved by the Fire Code Official .
2. When multiple FDCs are provided at a common location to serve different types of
fire protection systems, the sign shall further indicate the type of fire protection
system served.
3. Where the FDC does not serve the entire building, a sign shall be provided
indicating the portions of the building served.

511.4.1 Wall Mounted FDC. Wall mounted FDCs shall have a sign mounted 7 feet above
grade directly over the FDC.

Exception If the FDC is located such that it may be difficult to readily locate, the
inclusion of a directional arrow or additional signage may be required.

511.4.2 Remote Mounted FDC. For fire protection systems supplied by a remotely located
FDC, a sign shall be permanently mounted as following:
1.Sign shall be located directly adjacent to the FDC.
2.Shall be mounted on a sign post that extends a minimum of 6 feet above grade.
3.The numerical street number shall be included.
511.4.3 FDC Protection. All FDC's shall have an 8-in. × 12 in. sign that reads "DO NOT
BLOCK - BY ORDER OF THE FIRE MARSHAL" placed directly over the FDC.

511.5 Fire Protection Equipment Rooms. Room containing fire sprinkler riser assemblies
and control equipment shall be identified with a 12-in. × 12 in. sign that reads "RISER ROOM
STORAGE PROHIBITED". In the fire alarm system control panel and/or other fire protection
equipment is located within the same room, the sign shall include lettering identifying all
equipment located therein.
511.5.1. Multiple Riser Identification. When multiple risers are located within the same
room, or in different locations within the same building, signs shall be provided to indicate the
zone or floor served by the riser assembly, or the type of system serving the zone or floor.
Signs shall be 8 in. × 8 in. with 2 in. lettering.
511.6 Fire Pump Test Header. When a fire pump is provided as part of the fire protection
system, a sign shall be provided to differentiate the test header from other equipment. Signs
shall be a minimum 8 in. × 6 in. with 2 in. lettering that reads "FIRE PUMP TEST HEADER"
511.7 Roof Access. For buildings and structures were roof access is not provided from the
exterior of the building, a sign shall be provided on the door or room containing the access
point. Sign shall be 8 in. × 6 in. with 2 in. lettering that reads "ROOF ACCESS".
511.8 Wall & Post Indicator Valves. When a Wall or Post Indicator Valve (PIV) is provided
as part of the fire protection system, signs shall be provided to indicate the riser and/or zone
controlled by the valve. Signs shall be located directly adjacent to the control valve and shall
be either mounted on a sign post or affixed to the exterior of the building.
511.9 Fire Department Access. In the event that fire department access is so located in an
area that is not readily identifiable, or as required by the Fire Code Official, signs shall be
provided and located as directed by this section or the Fire Code Official.
511.9.1 Access Gates. When pedestrian access gates are provided, or otherwise required, in
order to provide access to a building or facility, a minimum 8 in. × 6 in. sign shall be provided
on the gate that reads "F.D. ACCESS".
511.9.2 Automatic Access Gates. When automatic or manual access gates are provided
across a fire lane or entry/egress points to a residential subdivision, or otherwise required, in
order to provide access to a building, facility or residential subdivision, a minimum 8 in. × 6 in.
sign shall be provided on the gate that reads "F.D. ACCESS".
511.9.3 Emergency Access Easements. When automatic or manual access gates are
provided across an emergency access easement or fire lane to a residential subdivision, or
otherwise required a minimum 8 in. × 6 in. sign shall be provided on the gate that reads "F.D.
ACCESS".

511.10 Hazardous Materials. When required by other sections of the Fire Code, or the Fire
Code Official, an NFPA 704 diamond shall be posted at a location on the premise as
approved by the Fire Code Official . The entire sign shall be made of a reflective material

Exception. Construction requirements of this section shall not apply, with the exception
the sign must be reflective and a minimum of 12 in. × 12 in.
511.11 High-Piled Storage. When high piled combustible storage, in accordance
with Chapter 23, is present within a building or structure, marking shall be provided as set
forth in Section 511.11.1 through 511.11.3.
511.11.1 Striping. A 6-in. wide traffic red strip with 4 in. white lettering, OR 6 in. yellow strip
with black lettering shall be provided in all areas in which storage exceeds 12 ft., or as
required by the Fire Code Official , around the perimeter of the designed storage area. The
top of the strip shall indicate the maximum storage height, and shall read as follows "NO
STORAGE PERMITTED ABOVE THIS LINE" at 25 ft. intervals.

Exception. When permitted by the Fire Code Official, 6 in. wide red or yellow striping
with no text may allowed on the rack structures for non-publicly accessible areas
where permanent signs are provided along the walls and racks per Section 511.11.2.

511.11.2 Signs. Permanent signs shall be placed on the ends of alternative racks to indicate
"MAX. STORAGE HEIGHT XX FEET" and "NO STORAGE ABOVE THIS SIGN", for racks and
areas in which a wall is not adjacent to the storage array. Signs shall be 12 in. × 12 in. with 2
in. lettering.
511.12 Flammable and Combustible Liquids. When required by this section or other
sections of the Fire Code, signs shall be provided as follows to identify the content of the
material stored or used. Signs shall be 8 in. × 8 in. with 2 in. lettering.
511.13 Fire Command Room. When a fire command room is provided, an 8-in. × 8 in. sign
with 2 in. lettering shall be provided to read "FIRE COMMAND ROOM".
511.14 Electrical Room. When an interior electrical room is provided, an 8 in. × 8 in. sign
with 2 in. lettering shall be provided to read "ELECTRICAL ROOM".
511.15 Fire Alarm Control Panel. When the main fire alarm control panel is not located
within the riser room, fire command room, or at the main entrance, an 8-in. × 8 in. sign with 2
in. lettering shall be provided to read "FIRE ALARM PANEL LOCATED IN ________".
511.15.1 Supplementary Signs. When supplementary fire alarm system control panels, such
as power supplies, special hazards or similar is provided, 8 in. × 8 in. sign with 2 in. lettering
shall be provided to read "FIRE ALARM PANEL WITHIN" shall be provided on the entry door.
511.16 Mechanical Room. When an interior mechanical room is provided, an 8 in. × 8 in. sign
with 2 in. lettering shall be provided to read "MECHANICAL ROOM".

511.17 Miscellaneous Signs. Whenever a sign not specifically outlined in this section is
required by the Fire Code Official, it shall be constructed in accordance with this section.
511.18. Utility Identification. Approved numerals of minimum one-inch (1") height and of a
color contrasting with the background shall be placed on gas and electrical meters serving all
new and existing buildings or structures except R-3 occupancies.
511.19 Stairwell Identification. Stairwell identification signs shall be provided in buildings
that are four (4) or more stories in height, or as required by this section. The signs shall be
installed in stairways to identify each stair landing and indicate the upper and lower
termination of the stairway. Signs within the stairways shall be located above the floor landing
in a position that is readily visible when the door is in the open or closed position. Stairway
identification signs shall indicate the numerical and/or location of the stair in a minimum 2-inch
lettering and shall be constructed in accordance with Section 511.3.
Exception. For signs located within a high-rise installed in accordance with Section
1024 of the International Building Code.
511.19.1 Occupancy side of doors. Signs shall be located at each level on the occupancy
(tenant) side of all enclosed stairways, regardless of the height of the building.
511.19.2 Floor Level. The floor level number shall be displayed on the stairwell identification
sign.
511.19.3 Reentry. Where stairway doors are locked from the stairway side to prohibit entry to
a floor, "NO REENTRY" shall be placed at the bottom of the sign in a minimum 1-inch
lettering.
Section 603.3.2.1, Exception; change exception to read as follows:

Exception: The aggregate capacity limit shall be permitted to be increased to 3,000
gallons (11,356 L) in accordance with all requirements of Chapter 57.

Section 603.3.2.2; change to read as follows:

603.3.2.2 Restricted Use and Connection. Tanks installed in accordance with Section 603.3.2
shall be used only to supply fuel oil to fuel-burning equipment installed in accordance with Section
603.3.2.4. Connections between tanks and equipment supplied by such tanks shall be made
using closed piping systems.

Section 604; change and add to read as follows:

604.1.1 Stationary Generators. Stationary emergency and standby power generators required
by this code shall be listed in accordance with UL 2200.

604.1.2 Installation. Emergency power systems and standby power systems shall be installed
in accordance with the International Building Code, NFPA 70, NFPA 110 and NFPA 111. Existing
installations shall be maintained in accordance with the original approval, except as specified in
Chapter 11.

604.1.3 Load Transfer Emergency power systems shall automatically provide secondary power
within 10 seconds after primary power is lost, unless specified otherwise in this code. Standby
power systems shall automatically provide secondary power within 60 seconds after primary
power is lost unless specified otherwise in this code.

604.1.4 Load Duration Emergency power systems and standby power systems shall be
designed to provide the required power for a minimum duration of 2 hours without being
refueled or recharged, unless specified otherwise in this code.

604.1.5 Uninterruptable Power Source An uninterrupted source of power shall be provided for
equipment where required by the manufacturer's instructions, the listing, this code or applicable
referenced standards.

604.1.6 Interchangeability Emergency power systems shall be an acceptable alternative for
installations that require standby power systems.

604.1.7 Group I-2 Occupancies In Group I-2 occupancies, where an essential electrical
system is located in flood hazard areas established in Section 1612.3 of the International
Building Code and where new or replacement essential electrical system generators are
installed, the system shall be located and installed in accordance with ASCE 24.

604.1.8 Maintenance Existing installations shall be maintained in accordance with the original
approval and Section 604.4.

604.1.9 Critical Operations Power Systems (COPS). For Critical Operations Power Systems
necessary to maintain continuous power supply to facilities or parts of facilities that require
continuous operation for the reasons of public safety, emergency management, national security,
or business continuity, see NFPA 70.

604.2 Where Required. Emergency and standby power systems shall be provided where
required by Sections 604.2.1 through 604.2.24 or elsewhere identified in this code or any other
referenced code.

604.2.4 Emergency Voice/alarm Communications Systems. Emergency power shall be
provided for emergency voice/alarm communications systems in the following occupancies, or as
specified elsewhere in this code, as required in Section 907.5.2.2.5. The system shall be capable
of powering the required load for a duration of not less than 24 hours, as required in NFPA 72.
1. Covered and Open Malls, Section 907.2.20 and 914.2.3
2. Group A Occupancies, Sections 907.2.1 and 907.5.2.2.4.
3, Special Amusement Buildings, Section 907.2.12.3
4, High-rise Buildings, Section 907.2.13
5. Atriums, Section 907.2.14
6. Deep Underground Buildings, Section 907.2.19

604.2.5 through 604.2.11 {No change.}

604.2.12 Means of Egress Illumination. Emergency power shall be provided for means of
egress illumination in accordance with Sections 1008.3 and 1104.5.1. (90 minutes)

604.2.13 Membrane Structures. Emergency power shall be provided for exit signs in temporary
tents and membrane structures in accordance with Section 3103.12.6.1. (90 minutes) Standby
power shall be provided for auxiliary inflation systems in permanent membrane structures in
accordance with Section 2702 of the International Building Code. (4 hours) Auxiliary inflation
systems shall be provided in temporary air-supported and air-inflated membrane structures in
accordance with section 3103.10.4.

604.2.15 Smoke Control Systems. Standby power shall be provided for smoke control systems
in the following occupancies, or as specified elsewhere in this code, as required in Section 909.11:
Covered Mall Building, International Building Code, Section 402.7
Atriums, International Building Code, Section 404.7
Underground Buildings, International Building Code, Section 405.8
Group I-3, International Building Code, Section 408.4.2
Stages, International Building Code, Section 410.3.7.2
Special Amusement Buildings (as applicable to Group A’s), International Building Code,
Section 411.1
Smoke Protected Seating, Section 1029.6.2.1

604.2.17 Covered and Open Mall Buildings. Emergency power shall be provided in accordance
with Section 907.2.20 and 914.2.3.

604.2.18 Airport Traffic Control Towers. A standby power system shall be provided in airport
traffic control towers more than 65 ft. in height. Power shall be provided to the following
equipment:
1. Pressurization equipment, mechanical equipment and lighting.
2. Elevator operating equipment.
3. Fire alarm and smoke detection systems.

604.2.19 Smokeproof Enclosures and Stair Pressurization Alternative. Standby power shall
be provided for smokeproof enclosures, stair pressurization alternative and associated automatic
fire detection systems as required by the International Building Code, Section 909.20.6.2.
604.2.20 Elevator Pressurization. Standby power shall be provided for elevator pressurization
system as required by the International Building Code, Section 909.21.5.
604.2.21 Elimination of Smoke Dampers in Shaft Penetrations. Standby power shall be
provided when eliminating the smoke dampers in ducts penetrating shafts in accordance with the
International Building Code, Section 717.5.3, exception 2.3.
604.2.22 Common Exhaust Systems for Clothes Dryers. Standby power shall be provided for

common exhaust systems for clothes dryers located in multistory structures in accordance with
the International Mechanical Code, Section 504.10, Item 7.
604.2.23 Hydrogen Cutoff Rooms. Standby power shall be provided for mechanical ventilation
and gas detection systems of Hydrogen Cutoff Rooms in accordance with the International
Building Code, Section 421.8.
604.2.24 Means of Egress Illumination in Existing Buildings. Emergency power shall be
provided for means of egress illumination in accordance with Section 1104.5 when required by
the fire code official. (90 minutes in I-2, 60 minutes elsewhere.)
604.8 Energy Time Duration. Unless a time limit is specified by the fire code official, in this
chapter or elsewhere in this code, or in any other referenced code or standard, the emergency
and standby power system shall be supplied with enough fuel or energy storage capacity for not
less than 2-hour full-demand operation of the system.

Exception: Where the system is supplied with natural gas from a utility provider and is
approved.

Section 605 is amended by adding the following:
605.13 Labels for disconnecting means. Each disconnecting means for each service
feeder, or branch circuit shall be legibly marked to indicate its purpose at the point where it
originates. Where the service feeder or branch is located on a building or other structure, a
description of the device and address of the building must be prominently displayed utilizing a
marking of sufficient durability to withstand the environment involved. A list of acceptable
marking devices and labels can be obtained through the fire department.

Section 609.2; change to read as follows:

609.2 Where Required. A Type I hood shall be installed at or above all commercial cooking
appliances and domestic cooking appliances used for commercial purposes that produce grease
vapors, including but not limited to cooking equipment used in fixed, mobile, or temporary
concessions, such as trucks, buses, trailers, pavilions, or any form of roofed enclosure, as
required by the fire code official.

Exceptions:
1. Tents, as provided for in Chapter 31.

2. A Type I hood shall not be required for an electric cooking appliance where
an approved testing agency provides documentation that the appliance
effluent contains 5 mg/m3 or less of grease when tested at an exhaust flow
rate of 500 cfm (0.236 m3/s) in accordance with UL 710B.
Additionally, fuel gas and power provided for such cooking appliances shall be interlocked with
the extinguishing system, as required by Section 904.12.2. Fuel gas containers and piping/hose
shall be properly maintained in good working order and in accordance with all applicable
regulations.

Section 704.1; change to read as follows:

704.1 Enclosure. Interior vertical shafts including, but not limited to, stairways, elevator
hoistways, service and utility shafts, that connect two or more stories of a building shall be
enclosed or protected in accordance with the codes in effect at the time of construction but,
regardless of when constructed, not less than as required in Chapter 11. New floor openings in
existing buildings shall comply with the International Building Code.

Section 705 is hereby added to read as follows:
Section 705 Multiple Occupancy Buildings
705.1 Scope. The provisions of this chapter shall apply to all buildings and structures where
more than one (1) occupancy and/or business is located within same building or structure.
705.2 Separation. Each occupancy shall be separated from adjoining occupancies by a
minimum one-hour fire rated demising wall or assembly, constructed in accordance with the
International Building Code.
Section 807.3; change to read as follows:
807.3 Combustible Decorative Materials. In occupancies in Groups A, E, I, and R-1, and
dormitories in Group R-2, curtains, draperies, fabric hangings and other similar combustible
decorative materials suspended from walls or ceilings shall comply with Section 807.4 and shall
not exceed 10 percent of the specific wall or ceiling area to which they are attached.

Section 807.5.2.2 and 807.5.2.3; change to read as follows:

807.5.2.2 Artwork in Corridors. Artwork and teaching materials shall be limited on the walls of

corridors to not more than 20 percent of the wall area. Such materials shall not be continuous
from floor to ceiling or wall to wall. Curtains, draperies, wall hangings, and other decorative
material suspended from the walls or ceilings shall meet the flame propagation performance
criteria of NFPA 701 in accordance with Section 807 or be noncombustible.

Exception: Corridors protected by an approved automatic sprinkler system installed in
accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 shall be limited to 50 percent of the wall area.

807.5.2.3 Artwork in Classrooms. Artwork and teaching materials shall be limited on walls of
classrooms to not more than 50 percent of the specific wall area to which they are attached.
Curtains, draperies, wall hangings and other decorative material suspended from the walls or
ceilings shall meet the flame propagation performance criteria of NFPA 701 in accordance with
Section 807 or be noncombustible.

Section 807.5.5.2 and 807.5.5.3; change to read as follows:

807.5.5.2 Artwork in Corridors. Artwork and teaching materials shall be limited on the walls of
corridors to not more than 20 percent of the wall area. Such materials shall not be continuous
from floor to ceiling or wall to wall. Curtains, draperies, wall hangings and other decorative
material suspended from the walls or ceilings shall meet the flame propagation performance
criteria of NFPA 701 in accordance with Section 807 or be noncombustible.

Exception: Corridors protected by an approved automatic sprinkler system installed in
accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 shall be limited to 50 percent of the wall area.

807.5.5.3 Artwork in Classrooms. Artwork and teaching materials shall be limited on walls of
classrooms to not more than 50 percent of the specific wall area to which they are attached.
Curtains, draperies, wall hangings and other decorative material suspended from the walls or
ceilings shall meet the flame propagation performance criteria of NFPA 701 in accordance with
Section 807 or be noncombustible.

Section 901.6.1; add Section 901.6.1.1 to read as follows:

901.6.1.1 Standpipe Testing. Building owners/managers must maintain and test standpipe
systems as per NFPA 25 requirements. The following additional requirements shall be applied to
the testing that is required every 5 years:
1. The piping between the Fire Department Connection (FDC) and the standpipe shall be
backflushed when foreign material is present, and also hydrostatically tested for all FDC’s
on any type of standpipe system. Hydrostatic testing shall also be conducted in accordance
with NFPA 25 requirements for the different types of standpipe systems.
2. For any manual (dry or wet) standpipe system not having an automatic water supply capable
of flowing water through the standpipe, the tester shall connect hose from a fire hydrant or
portable pumping system (as approved by the fire code official) to each FDC, and flow water
through the standpipe system to the roof outlet to verify that each inlet connection functions
properly. Confirm that there are no open hose valves prior to introducing water into a dry
standpipe. There is no required pressure criteria at the outlet. Verify that check valves
function properly and that there are no closed control valves on the system.
3. Any pressure relief, reducing, or control valves shall be tested in accordance with the
requirements of NFPA 25. All hose valves shall be exercised.
4. If the FDC is not already provided with approved caps, the contractor shall install such caps
for all FDC’s as required by the fire code official.
5. Upon successful completion of standpipe test, place a blue tag (as per Texas Administrative
Code, Fire Sprinkler Rules for Inspection, Test and Maintenance Service (ITM) Tag) at the
bottom of each standpipe riser in the building. The tag shall be check-marked as “Fifth Year”
for Type of ITM, and the note on the back of the tag shall read “5 Year Standpipe Test” at a
minimum.
6. The procedures required by Texas Administrative Code Fire Sprinkler Rules with regard to
Yellow Tags and Red Tags or any deficiencies noted during the testing, including the
required notification of the local Authority Having Jurisdiction (fire code official) shall be
followed.
7. Additionally, records of the testing shall be maintained by the owner and contractor, if
applicable, as required by the State Rules mentioned above and NFPA 25.
8. Standpipe system tests where water will be flowed external to the building shall not be
conducted during freezing conditions or during the day prior to expected night time freezing
conditions.
9. Contact the fire code official for requests to remove existing fire hose from Class II and III
standpipe systems where employees are not trained in the utilization of this firefighting
equipment. All standpipe hose valves must remain in place and be provided with an
approved cap and chain when approval is given to remove hose by the fire code official.
Section 901.6.3; add Section 901.6.3 to read as follows:

901.6.3 False Alarms and Nuisance Alarms. False alarms and nuisance alarms shall not be
given, signaled or transmitted or caused or permitted to be given, signaled or transmitted in any
manner.

Section 901.7; change to read as follows:

901.7 Systems Out of Service. Where a required fire protection system is out of service or in
the event of an excessive number of activations, the fire department and the fire code official shall
be notified immediately and, where required by the fire code official, the building shall either be
evacuated or an approved fire watch shall be provided for all occupants left unprotected by the
shut down until the fire protection system has been returned to service.

Where utilized, fire watches shall be provided with not less than one approved means for
notification of the fire department and their only duty shall be to perform constant patrols of the
protected premises and keep watch for fires.

Section 901.8.2; change to read as follows:

901.8.2 Removal of Occupant-use Hose Lines. The fire code official is authorized to permit the
removal of occupant-use hose lines and hose valves where all of the following conditions exist:

1. The hose line(s) would not be utilized by trained personnel or the fire department.
2. If the occupant-use hose lines are removed, but the hose valves are required to remain
as per the fire code official, such shall be compatible with local fire department fittings.

Section 903.1.1; change to read as follows:

903.1.1 Alternative Protection. Alternative automatic fire-extinguishing systems complying with
Section 904 shall be permitted in addition to automatic sprinkler protection where recognized by
the applicable standard, or as approved by the fire code official.

Section 903.1 is amended by adding the following:
903.1.2 More restrictive section applies. Where fire sprinklers are required in other sections
of this code, the most restrictive requirement will apply to methods of construction, installation,
or other system requirements.
Section 903.2; Section 903.2 through Section 903.2.12 amended to read as follows:
903.2 Where Required. Approved automatic sprinkler systems in new buildings and structures
shall be provided in the locations described in Sections 903.2.1 through 903.2.12. All structures
exceeding 5000 sg ft., unless expressly exempted in this section, shall require automatic
sprinkler systems.
Automatic Sprinklers shall not be installed in elevator machine rooms, elevator machine spaces,
and elevator hoistways, other than pits where such sprinklers would not necessitate shunt trip
requirements under any circumstances. Storage shall not be allowed within the elevator
machine room. Signage shall be provided at the entry doors to the elevator machine room
indicating “ELEVATOR MACHINERY–NO STORAGE ALLOWED.”
903.2.1 Group A. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout buildings and
portions thereof used as Group A occupancies as provided in this section. For Group A-1, A-2,
A-3 and A-4 occupancies, the automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout the story
where the fire area containing the Group A-1, A-2, A-3 or A-4 occupancy is located, and
throughout all stories from the Group A occupancy to, and including, the levels of exit discharge
serving the Group A occupancy. For Group A-5 occupancies, the automatic sprinkler system
shall be provided in the spaces indicated in Section 903.2.1.5.

903.2.1.1 Group A-1. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided for fire areas containing
Group A-1 occupancies and intervening floors of the building where one of the following
conditions exists:
1. The fire area exceeds 5,000 square feet (1115 m2).
2. The fire area has an occupant load of 300 or more.
3. The fire area is located on a floor other than a level of exit discharge serving such
occupancies.
4. The fire area is two or more stories in height.
5. The fire area contains a multi-theater complex.
Note; For the purpose of this provision, fire walls shall not define separate buildings.

903.2.1.2 Group A-2. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided for fire areas containing
Group A-2 occupancies and intervening floors of the building where one of the following
conditions exists:

1. The fire area exceeds 5,000 square feet (464 m2).
2. The fire area has an occupant load of 100 or more.
3. The fire area is two or more stories in height.
4. The fire area is located on a floor other than a level of exit discharge serving such
occupancies.
Note: For the purpose of this provision, fire walls shall not define separate buildings.

903.2.1.3 Group A-3. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided for fire areas containing
Group A-3 occupancies and intervening floors of the building where one of the following
conditions exists:
1. The fire area exceeds 5,000 square feet (1115 m2).
2. The fire area has an occupant load of 300 or more.
3. The fire area is two or more stories in height.
4. The fire area is located on a floor other than a level of exit discharge serving such
occupancies.
Note: For the purpose of this provision, fire walls shall not define separate buildings.

903.2.1.4 Group A-4. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided for fire areas containing
Group A-4 occupancies and intervening floors of the building where one of the following
conditions exists:
1. The fire area exceeds 5,000 square feet (1115 m2).
2. The fire area has an occupant load of 300 or more.
3. The fire area is located on a floor other than a level of exit discharge serving such
occupancies.
Note: For the purpose of this provision, fire walls shall not define separate buildings.

903.2.1.5 Group A-5. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided for Group A-5
occupancies in the following areas: concession stands, retail areas, press boxes and other
accessory use areas in excess of 1,000 square feet (93 m2).

903.2.1.6 Assembly Occupancies on Roofs. Where an occupied roof has an assembly
occupancy with an occupant load exceeding 100 for Group A-2 and 300 for other Group A
occupancies, all floors between the occupied roof and the level of exit discharge shall be
equipped with an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 or 903.3.1.2.

Exception: Open parking garages of Type I or Type II construction.

903.2.1.7 Multiple Fire Areas. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided where multiple
fire areas of Group A-1, A-2, A-3 or A-4 occupancies share exit or exit access components and
the combined occupant load of these fire areas is 300 or more.

903.2.2 Ambulatory Care Facilities. An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed
throughout the entire floor containing an ambulatory care facility where either of the following
conditions exist at any time:
1. Four or more care recipients are incapable of self-preservation, whether rendered
incapable by staff or staff has accepted responsibility for care recipients already
incapable.
2. One or more care recipients that are incapable of self-preservation are located at
other than the level of exit discharge serving such a facility.

In buildings where ambulatory care is provided on levels other than the level of exit discharge,
an automatic sprinkler system shall be installed throughout the entire floor where such care is
provided as well as all floors below, and all floors between the level of ambulatory care and the
nearest level of exit discharge, including the level of exit discharge.

903.2.3 Group E. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided for Group E occupancies as
follows:
1. Throughout all Group E fire areas greater than 5,000 square feet in area.
2. Throughout every portion of educational buildings below the lowest level of exit
discharge.
Exception: An automatic sprinkler system is not required in any area below the
lowest level of exit discharge serving that area where every classroom
throughout the building has not fewer than one exterior exit door at ground level.
However, partially sprinklered buildings are not permitted under this exception.
Note: For the purpose of this provision, fire walls shall not define separate buildings.

903.2.4 Group F-1. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout all buildings
containing a Group F-1 occupancy where one of the following conditions exists:
1. A Group F-1 fire area exceeds 5,000 square feet.
2. A Group F-1 fire area is located more than three stories above grade plane.

3. The combined area of all Group F-1 fire areas on all floors, including any mezzanines,
exceeds 5,000 square feet.
4. A Group F-1 occupancy used for the manufacture of upholstered furniture or
mattresses exceeds 2,500 square feet (232 m2).
Note: For the purpose of this provision, fire walls shall not define separate buildings.

903.2.4.1 Woodworking Operations. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided
throughout all Group F-1 occupancy fire areas that contain woodworking operations in excess of
2,500 square feet in area (232 m2) that generate finely divided combustible waste or use finely
divided combustible materials.

903.2.5 Group H. Automatic sprinkler systems shall be provided in high-hazard occupancies as
required in Sections 903.2.5.1 through 903.2.5.3.

903.2.5.1 General. An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed in Group H occupancies.

903.2.5.2 Group H-5 Occupancies. An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed throughout
buildings containing Group H-5 occupancies. The design of the sprinkler system shall be not
less than that required under the International Building Code for the occupancy hazard
classifications in accordance with Table 903.2.5.2.
Where the design area of the sprinkler system consists of a corridor protected by one row of
sprinklers, the maximum number of sprinklers required to be calculated is 13.

TABLE 903.2.5.2 GROUP H-5 SPRINKLER DESIGN CRITERIA
LOCATION

OCCUPANCY HAZARD
CLASSIFICATION

Fabrication areas

Ordinary Hazard Group 2

Service corridors

Ordinary Hazard Group 2

Storage rooms without dispensing

Ordinary Hazard Group 2

Storage rooms with dispensing

Extra Hazard Group 2

Corridors

Ordinary Hazard Group 2

903.2.5.3 Pyroxylin Plastics. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided in buildings, or
portions thereof, where cellulose nitrate film or pyroxylin plastics are manufactured, stored or
handled in quantities exceeding 100 pounds (45 kg).
903.2.6 Group I. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout buildings with a
Group I fire area.
Exceptions:
1. An automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with Section 903.3.1.2 shall be
permitted in Group I-1 Condition 1 facilities.
2. An automatic sprinkler system is not required where Group I-4 day care facilities are
at the level of exit discharge and where every room where care is provided has not fewer
than one exterior exit door.
3. In buildings where Group I-4 day care is provided on levels other than the level of exit
discharge, an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 shall be
installed on the entire floor where care is provided, all floors between the level of care
and the level of exit discharge and all floors below the level of exit discharge other than
areas classified as an open parking garage.
Note: For the purpose of this provision, fire walls shall not define separate buildings.

903.2.7 Group M
An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout buildings containing a Group M
occupancy where one of the following conditions exists:
1. A Group M fire area exceeds 5,000 square feet (1115 m2).
2. A Group M fire area is located two or more stories above grade plane.
3. The combined area of all Group M fire areas on all floors, including any mezzanines,
exceeds 5,000 square feet (2230 m2).
4. A Group M occupancy used for the display and sale of upholstered furniture or
mattresses exceeds 5,000 square feet (464 m2).
Note: For the purpose of this provision, fire walls shall not define separate buildings.

903.2.7.1 High-Piled Storage. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided as required in
Chapter 32 in all buildings of Group M where storage of merchandise is in high-piled or rack
storage arrays.

903.2.8 Group R. An automatic sprinkler system installed shall be provided throughout
buildings where a Group R conditioned space exceeds 5,000 square feet.

903.2.8.1 Group R-3. An automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with Section
903.3.1.3 shall be permitted in Group R-3 occupancies.

903.2.8.2 Group R-4 Condition 1. An automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with
Section 903.3.1.3 shall be permitted in Group R-4 Condition 1 occupancies.

903.2.8.3 Group R-4 Condition 2. An automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with
Section 903.3.1.2 shall be permitted in Group R-4 Condition 2 occupancies. Attics shall be
protected in accordance with Section 903.2.8.3.1 or 903.2.8.3.2.

903.2.8.3.1 Attics Used for Living Purposes, Storage or Fuel-Fired Equipment. Attics used
for living purposes, storage or fuel-fired equipment shall be protected throughout with an
automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with Section 903.3.1.2.

903.2.8.3.2 Attics Not Used for Living Purposes, Storage or Fuel-Fired Equipment. Attics
not used for living purposes, storage or fuel-fired equipment shall be protected in accordance
with one of the following:
1. Attics protected throughout by a heat detector system arranged to activate the
building fire alarm system in accordance with Section 907.2.10.
2. Attics constructed of noncombustible materials.
3. Attics constructed of fire-retardant-treated wood framing complying with Section
2303.2 of the International Building Code.
4. The automatic sprinkler system shall be extended to provide protection throughout the
attic space.

903.2.8.4 Care Facilities. An automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with Section
903.3.1.3 shall be permitted in care facilities with five or fewer individuals in a single-family
dwelling.

903.2.9 Group S-1. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout all buildings
containing a Group S-1 occupancy where one of the following conditions exists:
1. A Group S-1 fire area exceeds 5,000 square feet.
2. A Group S-1 fire area is located more than three stories above grade plane.
3. The combined area of all Group S-1 fire areas on all floors, including any mezzanines,
exceeds 5,000 square feet.
4. A Group S-1 fire area used for the storage of commercial motor vehicles where the
fire area exceeds 5,000 square feet.
5. A Group S-1 occupancy used for the storage of upholstered furniture or mattresses
exceeds 2,500 square feet (232 m2).
Note: For the purpose of this provision, fire walls shall not define separate buildings.

903.2.9.1 Repair Garages. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout all
buildings used as repair garages in accordance with Section 406.8 of the International Building
Code, as shown:
1. Buildings having two or more stories above grade plane, including basements, with a
fire area containing a repair garage exceeding 5,000 square feet.
2. Buildings not more than one story above grade plane, with a fire area containing a
repair garage exceeding 5,000 square feet.
3. Buildings with repair garages servicing vehicles parked in basements.
4. A Group S-1 fire area used for the repair of commercial motor vehicles where the fire
area exceeds 5,000 square feet.
Note: For the purpose of this provision, fire walls shall not define separate buildings.

903.2.9.2 Bulk Storage of Tires. Buildings and structures where the area for the storage of
tires exceeds 20,000 cubic feet shall be equipped throughout with an automatic sprinkler system
in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1.

903.2.9.3 Self-Service Storage Facility. An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed
throughout all self-service storage facilities.

903.2.10 Group S-2 Enclosed Parking Garages. 903.2.10 Group S-2. An automatic sprinkler
system shall be provided throughout all buildings containing a Group S-2 occupancy where one
of the following conditions exist:
1. Where a Group S-2 fire area exceeds 5,000 square feet;
Exception: Open parking garages.
2. Where the fire area of an enclosed parking garage exceeds 5,000 square feet; or
3. Where enclosed parking garages are located beneath other groups.
Exception: Enclosed parking garages located beneath Group R-3 occupancies.
Note: For the purpose of this provision, fire walls shall not define separate buildings.

903.2.10.1 Commercial Parking Garages. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided
throughout buildings used for storage of commercial motor vehicles where the fire area exceeds
5,000 square feet.

903.2.11 Specific Buildings Areas and Hazards. In all occupancies other than Group U, an
automatic sprinkler system shall be installed for building design or hazards in the locations set
forth in Sections 903.2.11.1 through 903.2.11.6.

903.2.11.1 Stories Without Openings. An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed
throughout all stories, including basements, of all buildings where the floor area exceeds 1,500
square feet (139.4 m2) and where there is not provided not fewer than one of the following types
of exterior wall openings:
1. Openings below grade that lead directly to ground level by an exterior stairway
complying with Section 1011 or an outside ramp complying with Section 1012. Openings
shall be located in each 50 linear feet (15 240 mm), or fraction thereof, of exterior wall in
the story on at least one side. The required openings shall be distributed such that the
lineal distance between adjacent openings does not exceed 50 feet (15 240 mm).
2. Openings entirely above the adjoining ground level totaling not less than 20 square
feet (1.86 m2) in each 50 linear feet (15 240 mm), or fraction thereof, of exterior wall in
the story on at least one side. The required openings shall be distributed such that the
lineal distance between adjacent openings does not exceed 50 feet (15 240 mm). The
height of the bottom of the clear opening shall not exceed 44 inches (1118 mm)
measured from the floor.

903.2.11.1.1 Opening Dimensions and Access. Openings shall have a minimum dimension of
not less than 30 inches (762 mm). Such openings shall be accessible to the fire department
from the exterior and shall not be obstructed in a manner such that firefighting or rescue cannot
be accomplished from the exterior.

903.2.11.1.2 Openings on One Side Only, Where openings in a story are provided on only one
side and the opposite wall of such story is more than 75 feet (22 860 mm) from such openings,
the story shall be equipped throughout with an approved automatic sprinkler system or openings
as specified above shall be provided on not fewer than two sides of the story.

903.2.11.1.3 Basements. Where any portion of a basement is located more than 75 feet (22
860 mm) from openings required by Section 903.2.11.1, or where walls, partitions or other
obstructions are installed that restrict the application of water from hose streams, the basement
shall be equipped throughout with an approved automatic sprinkler system.

903.2.11.2 Rubbish and Linen Chutes. An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed at the
top of rubbish and linen chutes and in their terminal rooms. Chutes shall have additional
sprinkler heads installed at alternate floors and at the lowest intake. Where a rubbish chute
extends through a building more than one floor below the lowest intake, the extension shall
have sprinklers installed that are recessed from the drop area of the chute and protected from
freezing in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1. Such sprinklers shall be installed at alternate
floors beginning with the second level below the last intake and ending with the floor above the
discharge. Chute sprinklers shall be accessible for servicing.

903.2.11.3 Buildings 35 feet or more in height. An automatic sprinkler system shall be
installed throughout buildings that have one or more stories, other than penthouses in
compliance with Section 1510 of the International Building Code, located 35 feet (10 668 mm) or
more above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access, measured to the finished floor.

Exceptions: Open parking structures in compliance with Section 406.5 of the
International Building Code, having no other occupancies above the subject garage.

903.2.11.4 Ducts Conveying Hazardous Exhausts Where required by the International
Mechanical Code, automatic sprinklers shall be provided in ducts conveying hazardous exhaust
or flammable or combustible materials.

Exception: Ducts where the largest cross-sectional diameter of the duct is less than 10
inches (254 mm).

903.2.11.5 Commercial Cooking Operations An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed
in commercial kitchen exhaust hood and duct systems where an automatic sprinkler system is
used to comply with Section 904.

903.2.11.6 Other Required Suppression Systems In addition to the requirements of Section
903.2, the provisions indicated in Table 903.2.11.6 require the installation of a fire suppression
system for certain buildings and areas.
TABLE 903.2.11.6 ADDITIONAL REQUIRED FIRE SUPPRESSION SYSTEMS
SECTION

SUBJECT

914.2.1

Covered and open mall buildings

914.3.1

High-rise buildings

914.4.1

Atriums

914.5.1

Underground structures

914.6.1

Stages

914.7.1

Special amusement buildings

914.8.2

Airport traffic control towers

914.8.3, 914.8.6

Aircraft hangars

914.9

Flammable finishes

914.10

Drying rooms

914.11.1

Ambulatory care facilities

1029.6.2.3

Smoke-protected assembly seating

1103.5.1

Pyroxylin plastic storage in existing buildings

1103.5.2

Existing Group I-2 occupancies

1103.5.3

Existing Group I-2 Condition 2 occupancies

1103.5.4

Pyroxylin plastics

2108.2

Dry cleaning plants

2108.3

Dry cleaning machines

2309.3.2.6.2

Hydrogen motor fuel-dispensing area canopies

2404.2

Spray finishing in Group A, E, I or R

2404.4

Spray booths and spray rooms

2405.2

Dip-tank rooms in Group A, I or R

2405.4.1

Dip tanks

2405.9.4

Hardening and tempering tanks

2703.10

HPM facilities

2703.10.1.1

HPM work station exhaust

2703.10.2

HPM gas cabinets and exhausted enclosures

2703.10.3

HPM exit access corridor

2703.10.4

HPM exhaust ducts

2703.10.4.1

HPM noncombustible ducts

2703.10.4.2

HPM combustible ducts

2807.3

Lumber production conveyor enclosures

2808.7

Recycling facility conveyor enclosures

3006.1

Class A and B ovens

3006.2

Class C and D ovens

Table 3206.2

Storage fire protection

3206.4

Storage

3704.5

Storage of more than 1,000 cubic feet of loose
combustible fibers

5003.8.4.1

Gas rooms

5003.8.5.3

Exhausted enclosures

5004.5

Indoor storage of hazardous materials

TABLE 903.2.11.6‒continued ADDITIONAL REQUIRED FIRE SUPPRESSION SYSTEMS
SECTION

SUBJECT

5005.1.8

Indoor dispensing of hazardous materials

5104.4.1

Aerosol warehouses

5106.3.2

Aerosol display and merchandising areas

5306.2.1

Exterior medical gas storage room

5306.2.2

Interior medical gas storage room

5306.2.3

Medical gas storage cabinet

5606.5.2.1

Storage of smokeless propellant

5606.5.2.3

Storage of small arms primers

5704.3.7.5.1

Flammable and combustible liquid storage rooms

5704.3.8.4

Flammable and combustible liquid storage
warehouses

5705.3.7.3

Flammable and combustible liquid Group H-2 or
H-3 areas

6004.1.2

Gas cabinets for highly toxic and toxic gas

6004.1.3

Exhausted enclosures for highly toxic and toxic gas

6004.2.2.6

Gas rooms for highly toxic and toxic gas

6004.3.3

Outdoor storage for highly toxic and toxic gas

6504.1.1

Pyroxylin plastic storage cabinets

6504.1.3

Pyroxylin plastic storage vaults

6504.2

Pyroxylin plastic storage and manufacturing

For SI: 1 cubic foot = 0.023 m3.

903.2.11.7 High-Piled Combustible Storage. For any building with a clear height exceeding
12 feet (4572 mm), see Chapter 32 to determine if those provisions apply.

903.2.11.8 Spray Booths and Rooms. New and existing spray booths and spraying rooms
shall be protected by an approved automatic fire-extinguishing system.

903.2.11.9 Buildings Over 5,000 sq. ft. An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed
throughout all buildings with a building area 5,000 sq. ft. or greater in section 903.2 through
Section 903.2.12 and in all existing buildings that are enlarged to be 5,000 sq. ft. or greater.
For the purpose of this provision, fire walls shall not define separate buildings.
Exception: Open parking garages in compliance with Section 406.5 of the International
Building Code.
Fore purposed of this section, any attachment, awning, cover, or porte cochere is considered
fire area and is calculated in total building area. Other calculations are as prescribed in the
International Building Code.

903.2.11.10 Other occupancy classifications. An automatic sprinkler system shall be
provided throughout all buildings classified as Group B or Group F-2 having a fire area
exceeding 5,000 square feet. For the purpose of this provision, fire walls or partitions shall not
define separate buildings.

903.2.12 During Construction Automatic sprinkler systems required during construction,
alteration and demolition operations shall be provided in accordance with Section 3313.

Section 903.3.1.1.1; change to read as follows:

903.3.1.1.1 Exempt Locations. When approved by the fire code official, automatic sprinklers
shall not be required in the following rooms or areas where such rooms or areas are protected
with an approved automatic fire detection system in accordance with Section 907.2 that will
respond to visible or invisible particles of combustion. Sprinklers shall not be omitted from a room
merely because it is damp, of fire-resistance-rated construction or contains electrical equipment.
1. Any room where the application of water, or flame and water, constitutes a serious life or
fire hazard.
2. Any room or space where sprinklers are considered undesirable because of the nature of
the contents, when approved by the code official.
3. Generator and transformer rooms, under the direct control of a public utility, separated
from the remainder of the building by walls and floor/ceiling or roof/ceiling assemblies
having a fire-resistance rating of not less than 2 hours.
4. Elevator machine rooms, machinery spaces, and hoistways, other than pits where such

sprinklers would not necessitate shunt trip requirements under any circumstances.
Section 903.3.1.2 is amended by adding the following:
903.3.1.2.2 Exterior closets. Sprinkler protection shall be provided in closets (regardless of
size) that are accessible from the exterior of the building.
Section 903.3.1.2.3; add section to read as follows:

[F] Section 903.3.1.2.3 Attics and Attached Garages. Sprinkler protection is required in attic
spaces of such buildings two or more stories in height, in accordance with NFPA 13 and or NFPA
13R requirements, and attached garages. Does not apply to one and two family dwellings unless
access restrictions are determined by the fire official.

Section 903.3.1.3; change to read as follows:

903.3.1.3 NFPA 13D Sprinkler Systems. Automatic sprinkler systems installed in one- and twofamily dwellings; Group R-3; Group R-4 Condition 1 and townhouses shall be permitted to be
installed throughout in accordance with NFPA 13D or in accordance with state law.

Section 903.3.1.4; add to read as follows:

[F] 903.3.1.4 Freeze protection. Freeze protection systems for automatic fire sprinkler systems
shall be in accordance with the requirements of the applicable referenced NFPA standard and
this section.

903.3.1.4.1 Attics. Only dry-pipe, preaction, or listed antifreeze automatic fire sprinkler systems
shall be allowed to protect attic spaces.
Exception: Wet-pipe fire sprinkler systems shall be allowed to protect nonventilated attic spaces where:
1. The attic sprinklers are supplied by a separate floor control valve assembly to
allow ease of draining the attic system without impairing sprinklers throughout
the rest of the building, and
2. Adequate heat shall be provided for freeze protection as per the applicable
referenced NFPA standard, and

3. The attic space is a part of the building’s thermal, or heat, envelope, such that
insulation is provided at the roof deck, rather than at the ceiling level.
903.3.1.4.2 Heat trace/insulation. Heat trace/insulation shall only be allowed where approved
by the fire code official for small sections of large diameter water-filled pipe.

Section 903.3.5; add a second paragraph to read as follows:

[F] Water supply as required for such systems shall be provided in conformance with the supply
requirements of the respective standards; however, every water-based fire protection system
shall be designed with a 10 psi safety factor. Reference Section 507.4 for additional design
requirements.

Section 903.4; add a second paragraph after the exceptions to read as follows and add
Section 903.4.4:

Sprinkler and standpipe system water-flow detectors shall be provided for each floor tap to the
sprinkler system and shall cause an alarm upon detection of water flow for more than 45 seconds.
All control valves in the sprinkler and standpipe systems except for fire department hose
connection valves shall be electrically supervised to initiate a supervisory signal at the central
station upon tampering. All water flow monitor notifications shall be latching and remain
continuous until water flow suspended

Section 903.4.4 Addressable Systems. All initiation devices must be descriptive to location
and use. Central reporting must be consistent to identification of a location of activation using
common nomenclature. Section and point information alone will not satisfy this requirement.
Section 903.4.2; add second paragraph to read as follows:

The alarm device required on the exterior of the building shall be a weatherproof horn/strobe
notification appliance with a minimum 75 candela strobe rating, installed as close as practicable
to the fire department connection or riser room as approved by the fire official.

Section 905.2; change to read as follows:

905.2 Installation Standard. Standpipe systems shall be installed in accordance with this section
and NFPA 14. Manual dry standpipe systems shall be supervised with a minimum of 10 psig and
a maximum of 40 psig air pressure with a high/low alarm.

Section 905.3; add Section 905.3.9 and exception to read as follows:

905.3.9 Buildings Exceeding 10,000 sq. ft. In buildings exceeding 10,000 square feet in area
per story and where any portion of the building’s interior area is more than 200 feet (60960 mm)
of travel, vertically and horizontally, from the nearest point of fire department vehicle access,
Class I automatic wet or manual wet standpipes shall be provided.
Exceptions:
1. Automatic dry and semi-automatic dry standpipes are allowed as provided for in NFPA
14.
2. R-2 occupancies of four stories or less in height having no interior corridors.
Note: For the purpose of this provision, fire walls shall not define separate buildings.

Section 905.4, change Item 1, 3, and 5, and add Item 7 to read as follows:

1. In every required exit stairway, a hose connection shall be provided for each story above
and below grade plane. Hose connections shall be located at an intermediate landing
between stories, unless otherwise approved by the fire code official.
3. In every exit passageway, at the entrance from the exit passageway to other areas of a
building.
Exception: Where floor areas adjacent to an exit passageway are reachable from
an exit stairway hose connection by a 30-foot (9144 mm) hose stream from a
nozzle attached to 100 feet (30 480 mm) of hose, a hose connection shall not be
required at the horizontal exit.
5. Where the roof has a slope less than four units vertical in 12 units horizontal (33.3-percent
slope), each standpipe shall be provided with a two-way hose connection located to serve
the roof or at the highest landing of an exit stairway with stair access to the roof provided
in accordance with Section 1011.12.
7. When required by this Chapter, standpipe connections shall be placed adjacent to all

required exits to the structure and at two hundred feet (200’) intervals along major corridors
thereafter, or as otherwise approved by the fire code official.

Section 905.9; add a second paragraph after the exceptions to read as follows:

Sprinkler and standpipe system water-flow detectors shall be provided for each floor tap to the
sprinkler system and shall cause an alarm upon detection of water flow for more than 45 seconds.
All control valves in the sprinkler and standpipe systems except for fire department hose
connection valves shall be electrically supervised to initiate a supervisory signal at the central
station upon tampering.

Section 907.1; add Section 907.1.4 and 907.1.4.1 to read as follows:

907.1.4 Design Standards. Where a new fire alarm system is installed, the devices shall be
addressable. Fire alarm systems utilizing more than 20 smoke detectors shall have analog
initiating devices.

Section 907.2.1; change to read as follows:

907.2.1 Group A. A manual fire alarm system that activates the occupant notification system in
accordance with Section 907.5 shall be installed in Group A occupancies having an occupant
load of 300 or more persons or more than 100 persons above or below the lowest level of exit
discharge. Group A occupancies not separated from one another in accordance with Section
707.3. 10 of the International Building Code shall be considered as a single occupancy for the
purposes of applying this section. Portions of Group E occupancies occupied for assembly
purposes shall be provided with a fire alarm system as required for the Group E occupancy.

Exception: Manual fire alarm boxes are not required where the building is equipped
throughout with an automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with Section
903.3.1.1 and the occupant notification appliances will activate throughout the notification
zones upon sprinkler water flow.

Activation of fire alarm notification appliances shall:

1. Cause illumination of the means of egress with light of not less than 1 foot-candle (11 lux)
at the walking surface level, and
2. Stop any conflicting or confusing sounds and visual distractions.

Section 907.2.3; change to read as follows:

907.2.3 Group E. A manual fire alarm system that initiates the occupant notification signal
utilizing an emergency voice/alarm communication system meeting the requirements of Section
907.5.2.2 and installed in accordance with Section 907.6 shall be installed in Group E educational
occupancies. When automatic sprinkler systems or smoke detectors are installed, such systems
or detectors shall be connected to the building fire alarm system. An approved smoke detection
system shall be installed in Group E day care occupancies. Unless separated by a minimum of
100' open space, all buildings, whether portable buildings or the main building, will be considered
one building for alarm occupant load consideration and interconnection of alarm systems.

Exceptions:
1. A manual fire alarm system is not required in Group E occupancies with an occupant load
of 50 or less.
2. Residential In-Home day care with not more than 12 children may use interconnected
single station detectors in all habitable rooms. (For care of more than five children 2 1/2
or less years of age, see Section 907.2.6.)
3. Emergency voice/alarm communication systems meeting the requirements of Section
907.5.2.2 and installed in accordance with Section 907.6 shall not be required in Group E
occupancies with occupant loads of 100 or less, provided that activation of the manual fire
alarm system initiates an approved occupant notification signal in accordance with Section
907.5.
4. Manual fire alarm boxes are not required in Group E occupancies where all of the following
apply:
4.1 Interior corridors are protected by smoke detectors.
4.2 Auditoriums, cafeterias, gymnasiums and similar areas are protected by heat
detectors or other approved detection devices.
4.3 Shops and laboratories involving dusts or vapors are protected by heat
detectors or other approved detection devices.
5. Manual fire alarm boxes shall not be required in Group E occupancies where the all of
the following apply:
5.1 Building is equipped throughout with an approved automatic sprinkler
system installed in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1,
5.2The emergency voice/alarm communication system will activate on
sprinkler water flow and manual activation.

5.3 Manual activation is provided from a normally occupied location.
Section 907.2.13, Exception 3; change to read as follows:

3. Open air portions of buildings with an occupancy in Group A-5 in accordance with Section
303.1 of the International Building Code; however, this exception does not apply to accessory
uses including but not limited to sky boxes, restaurants, and similarly enclosed areas.

Section 907.4.2; add Section 907.4.2.7 to read as follows:

907.4.2.7 Type. Manual alarm initiating devices shall be an approved double action type.

Section 907.6.1; add Section 907.6.1.1 to read as follows:

907.6.1.1 Wiring Installation. All fire alarm systems shall be installed in such a manner that a
failure of any single initiating device or single open in an initiating circuit conductor will not interfere
with the normal operation of other such devices. All signaling line circuits (SLC) shall be installed
in such a way that a single open will not interfere with the operation of any addressable devices
(Class A). Outgoing and return SLC conductors shall be installed in accordance with NFPA 72
requirements for Class A circuits and shall have a minimum of four feet separation horizontal and
one foot vertical between supply and return circuit conductors. The initiating device circuit (IDC)
from a signaling line circuit interface device may be wired Class B, provided the distance from the
interface device to the initiating device is ten feet or less.

Section 907.6.3; delete all four Exceptions.

Section 907.6.6; – add sentence at end of paragraph to read as follows:

[F] See 907.6.3 for the required information transmitted to the supervising station.

Section 909.21.1.2, change to read as follows:

909.21.1.2 Standby Power. Mechanical vestibule and stairway and ramp shaft ventilation
systems and automatic fire detection systems shall be provided with standby power in accordance
with Section 2702 of the Building Code.

Section 909.22; add to read as follows:

909.22 Stairway or Ramp Pressurization Alternative. Where the building is equipped
throughout with an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 and the stair
pressurization alternative is chosen for compliance with Building Code requirements for a
smokeproof enclosure, interior exit stairways or ramps shall be pressurized to a minimum of 0.10
inches of water (25 Pa) and a maximum of 0.35 inches of water (87 Pa) in the shaft relative to the
building measured with all interior exit stairway and ramp doors closed under maximum
anticipated conditions of stack effect and wind effect. Such systems shall comply with Section
909, including the installation of a separate fire-fighter’s smoke control panel as per Section
909.16, and a Smoke Control Permit shall be required from the fire department as per Section
105.7.

[F] 909.22.1 Ventilating equipment. The activation of ventilating equipment for the stair or ramp
pressurization system shall be by smoke detectors installed at each floor level at an approved
location at the entrance to the smokeproof enclosure. When the closing device for the stairway or
ramp shaft and vestibule doors is activated by smoke detection or power failure, the mechanical
equipment shall activate and operate at the required performance levels. Smoke detectors shall
be installed in accordance with Section 907.3.

909.22.1.1 Ventilation Systems. Smokeproof enclosure ventilation systems shall be
independent of other building ventilation systems. The equipment, control wiring, power wiring
and ductwork shall comply with one of the following:

1. Equipment, control wiring, power wiring and ductwork shall be located exterior to the
building and directly connected to the smokeproof enclosure or connected to the
smokeproof enclosure by ductwork enclosed by not less than 2-hour fire barriers
constructed in accordance with Section 707 of the Building Code or horizontal
assemblies constructed in accordance with Section 711 of the Building Code, or both.
2. Equipment, control wiring, power wiring and ductwork shall be located within the
smokeproof enclosure with intake or exhaust directly from and to the outside or through

ductwork enclosed by not less than 2-hour barriers constructed in accordance with
Section 707 of the Building Code or horizontal assemblies constructed in accordance
with Section 711 of the Building Code, or both.
3. Equipment, control wiring, power wiring and ductwork shall be located within the
building if separated from the remainder of the building, including other mechanical
equipment, by not less than 2-hour fire barriers constructed in accordance with Section
707 of the Building Code or horizontal assemblies constructed in accordance with
Section 711 of the Building Code, or both.
Exceptions:
1. Control wiring and power wiring utilizing a 2-hour rated cable or cable system.
2. Where encased with not less than 2 inches (51 mm) of concrete.
3. Control wiring and power wiring protected by a listed electrical circuit protective
systems with a fire-resistance rating of not less than 2 hours.

909.22.1.3 Acceptance and Testing. Before the mechanical equipment is approved, the system
shall be tested in the presence of the fire code official to confirm that the system is operating in
compliance with these requirements.

Section 910.2; change Exception 2. and 3.to read as follows:

[F] 2. Only manual smoke and heat removal shall be required in areas of buildings equipped with
early suppression fast-response (ESFR) sprinklers. Automatic smoke and heat removal is
prohibited.
3. Only manual smoke and heat removal shall be required in areas of buildings equipped
with control mode special application sprinklers with a response time index of 50(m*S) 1/2
or less that are listed to control a fire in stored commodities with 12 or fewer sprinklers.
Automatic smoke and heat removal is prohibited.

Section 910.2; add subsections 910.2.3 with exceptions to read as follows:

910.2.3 Group H. Buildings and portions thereof used as a Group H occupancy as follows:

1. In occupancies classified as Group H-2 or H-3, any of which are more than 15,000 square
feet (1394 m2) in single floor area.
Exception: Buildings of noncombustible construction containing only
noncombustible materials.

2. In areas of buildings in Group H used for storing Class 2, 3, and 4 liquid and solid oxidizers,
Class 1 and unclassified detonable organic peroxides, Class 3 and 4 unstable (reactive)
materials, or Class 2 or 3 water-reactive materials as required for a high-hazard
commodity classification.
Exception: Buildings of noncombustible construction containing only
noncombustible materials.

Section 910.3; add section 910.3.4 to read as follows:

910.3.4 Vent Operation. Smoke and heat vents shall be capable of being operated by approved
automatic and manual means. Automatic operation of smoke and heat vents shall conform to the
provisions of Sections 910.3.2.1 through 910.3.2.3.

[F] 910.3.4.1 Sprinklered buildings. Where installed in buildings equipped with an approved
automatic sprinkler system, smoke and heat vents shall be designed to operate automatically.
The automatic operating mechanism of the smoke and heat vents shall operate at a
temperature rating at least 100 degrees F (approximately 38 degrees Celsius) greater than the
temperature rating of the sprinklers installed.
Exception: Manual only systems per Section 910.2.

910.3.4.2 Nonsprinklered Buildings. Where installed in buildings not equipped with an approved
automatic sprinkler system, smoke and heat vents shall operate automatically by actuation of a
heat-responsive device rated at between 100°F (56°C) and 220°F (122°C) above ambient.
Exception: Listed gravity-operated drop out vents.

Section 910.4.3.1; change to read as follows:

910.4.3.1 Makeup Air. Makeup air openings shall be provided within 6 feet (1829 mm) of the
floor level. Operation of makeup air openings shall be automatic. The minimum gross area of
makeup air inlets shall be 8 square feet per 1,000 cubic feet per minute (0.74 m2 per 0.4719
m3/s) of smoke exhaust.

Section 910.4.4; change to read as follows:

910.4.4 Activation. The mechanical smoke removal system shall be activated automatically by
the automatic sprinkler system or by an approved fire detection system. Individual manual controls
shall also be provided.

Exception: Manual only systems per Section 910.2.

Section 912.2; add Section 912.2.3 to read as follows:

912.2.3 Hydrant Distance. An approved fire hydrant shall be located within 50 feet of the fire
department connection as the fire hose lays along an unobstructed path. FDC and fire hydrant to
be on the same side of the fire land or roadway.

Section 913.2.1; add second paragraph and exception to read as follows:

When located on the ground level at an exterior wall, the fire pump room shall be provided with
an exterior fire department access door that is not less than 3 ft. in width and 6 ft. – 8 in. in height,
regardless of any interior doors that are provided. A key box shall be provided at this door, as
required by Section 506.1.

Exception: When it is necessary to locate the fire pump room on other levels or not at an
exterior wall, the corridor leading to the fire pump room access from the exterior of the building
shall be provided with equivalent fire resistance as that required for the pump room, or as
approved by the fire code official. Access keys shall be provided in the key box as required
by Section 506.1.

Section 914.3.1.2; change to read as follows:

914.3.1.2 Water Supply to required Fire Pumps. In buildings that are more than 120 feet (128
m) in building height, required fire pumps shall be supplied by connections to no fewer than two
water mains located in different streets. Separate supply piping shall be provided between each
connection to the water main and the pumps. Each connection and the supply piping between the
connection and the pumps shall be sized to supply the flow and pressure required for the pumps
to operate.

Exception: Two connections to the same main shall be permitted provided the main is
valved such that an interruption can be isolated so that the water supply will continue
without interruption through no fewer than one of the connections.

Section 1006.2.2.6; add a new Section 1006.2.2.6 as follows:

1006.2.2.6 Electrical Rooms. For electrical rooms, special exiting requirements may apply.
Reference the Electrical Code as adopted.

Section 1009.1; add the following Exception 4:
Exceptions:
4 Buildings regulated under State Law and built in accordance with State registered
plans, including any variances or waivers granted by the State, shall be deemed to
be in compliance with the requirements of Section 1009
Section 1010.1.9.4 Bolt Locks; change Exceptions 3 and 4 to read as follows:
Exceptions:
3 Where a pair of doors serves an occupant load of less than 50 persons in a
Group B, F, M or S occupancy manually operated edge- or surface-mounted bolts
are permitted on the inactive leaf. The inactive leaf shall not contain doorknobs,
panic bars or similar operating hardware.
4 Where a pair of doors serves a Group A, B, F, M or S occupancy manually
operated edge- or surface-mounted bolts are permitted on the inactive leaf
provided such inactive leaf is not needed to meet egress capacity requirements

and the building is equipped throughout with an automatic sprinkler system in
accordance with Section 903.3.1.1. The inactive leaf shall not contain doorknobs,
panic bars or similar operating hardware.
Section 1015.8 Window Openings; change number 1 to read as follows:

1. Operable windows where the top of the sill of the opening is located more than 55 (16 764
mm) above the finished grade or other surface below and that are provided with window fall
prevention devices that comply with ASTM F 2006.
Section 1020.1 Construction; add Exception 6 to read as follows:
6. In group B occupancies, corridor walls and ceilings need not be of fire-resistive construction
within a single tenant space when the space is equipped with approved automatic smokedetection within the corridor. The actuation of any detector shall activate self-annunciating alarms
audible in all areas within the corridor. Smoke detectors shall be connected to an approved
automatic fire alarm system where such system is provided.

Section 1029.1.1.1; delete this section. Spaces under Grandstands and Bleachers:
Section 1031.2; change to read as follows:

1031.2 Reliability. Required exit accesses, exits and exit discharges shall be continuously
maintained free from obstructions or impediments to full instant use in the case of fire or other
emergency. An exit or exit passageway shall not be used for any purpose that interferes with a
means of egress.

Section 1103.3; add sentence to end of paragraph as follows:

Provide emergency signage as required by Section 607.3.

Section 1103.5; add Section 1103.5.4 to read as follows:

1103.5.4 Spray Booths and Rooms. Existing spray booths and spray rooms shall be protected
by an approved automatic fire-extinguishing system in accordance with Section 2404.

Section 1103.7; add Section 1103.7.8 and 1103.7.8.1 to read as follows:

1103.7.8 Fire Alarm System Design Standards. Where an existing fire alarm system is
upgraded or replaced, the devices shall be addressable. Fire alarm systems utilizing more than
20 smoke and/or heat detectors shall have analog initiating devices.

Exception: Existing systems need not comply unless the total building, or fire alarm system,
remodel or expansion exceeds 30% of the building. When cumulative building, or fire alarm
system, remodel or expansion initiated after the date of original fire alarm panel installation
exceeds 50% of the building, or fire alarm system, the fire alarm system must comply within
18 months of permit application.

1103.7.8.1 Communication requirements. Refer to Section 907.6.6 for applicable
requirements.

Section 2304.1; change to read as follows:

2304.1 Supervision of Dispensing. The dispensing of fuel at motor fuel-dispensing facilities
shall be in accordance with the following:
1. Conducted by a qualified attendant; and/or,
2. Shall be under the supervision of a qualified attendant; and/or
3. Shall be an unattended self-service facility in accordance with Section 2304.3.
At any time the qualified attendant of item Number 1 or 2 above is not present, such operations
shall be considered as an unattended self-service facility and shall also comply with Section
2304.3.

Section 2401.2; delete this section.
Section 3104.15.4 is amended to read as follows:
3104.15.4. Operations such as the warming of foods, cooking demonstrations, and similar
operations that use solid flammables, butane, or other similar devices which do not pose an
ignition hazard may be approved by the fire code official.
Table 3206.2, footnote j; change text to read as follows:
j.

Where storage areas are protected by either early suppression fast response (ESFR)
sprinkler systems or control mode special application sprinklers with a response time index

of 50 (m • s) 1/2 or less that are listed to control a fire in the stored commodities with 12
or fewer sprinklers, installed in accordance with NFPA 13, manual smoke and heat vents
or manually activated engineered mechanical smoke exhaust systems shall be required
within these areas.
Section 3301; amend to add Section 3301.3 as follows:
3301.3 Permits. Permits shall be required as set forth in Section 105.7.
Section 3304.3 is amended to read as follows:
3304.3. Open burning prohibited. No person shall burn construction, combustible debris,
rubbish, waste or other material in the city limits.
Section 3304.7 is amended to read as follows:
3304.7 Electrical. Temporary wiring for electrical power and lighting installations used in
connection with the construction, alteration or demolition of buildings, structures, equipment or
similar activities shall comply with the Section 605.9.
Section 3310.1 is amended to read as follows:
3310.1 Required access. Approved vehicle access for firefighting shall be provided to all
construction or demolition sites. Vehicle access shall be provided to within 100 feet of temporary
or permanent fire department connections. Vehicle access shall be provided to within 150 feet
of all portions of the exterior wall of the first story of each building prior to the erection of
combustible material within that building. Vehicle access shall be provided by either temporary
or permanent roads capable of supporting vehicle loading under all weather conditions. Vehicle
access shall be maintained until permanent fire apparatus access roads are available.
Section 3312.1 is amended to read as follows:
3312.1 When required. Water supply complying with Section 507 shall be provided within 500
feet of all portions of the exterior wall of the first story of each building prior to the erection of
combustible material for that building.
Section 5601.1.3; change to read as follows:
5601.1.3 Fireworks. The possession, manufacture, storage, sale, handling, and use of fireworks
are prohibited.

Exceptions:

1. Only when approved for fireworks displays, storage, and handling of fireworks as
allowed in Section 5604 and 5608.

2. The use of fireworks for approved fireworks displays as allowed in Section 5608.
Section 5601.1.3; exception 4, is deleted.
Section 5601.2.4; is amended to read as follows:
5601.2.4 Financial responsibility. Before a permit is issued, as required by Section 5601.2,
the applicant shall file with the jurisdiction a corporate surety bond or a public liability insurance
policy in such form, amount and coverage as determined by the jurisdiction to be adequate in
each case, for the purpose of the payment of all damages to persons or property which arise
from, or are caused by, the conduct of any act authorized by the permit upon which any judicial
judgment results. The fire code official is authorized to specify a greater or lesser amount when,
in his or her opinion, conditions at the location of use indicate a greater or lesser amount is
required. Government entities shall be exempt from this bond requirement.
Section 5608; is amended by adding the following:
5608.11 Retail display and sale. Fireworks shall not be displayed for retail sale nor made
available to the public.
Section 5703.6; add a sentence to read as follows:
5703.6 Piping Systems. Piping systems, and their component parts, for flammable and
combustible liquids shall be in accordance with Sections 5703.6.1 through 5703.6.11. An
approved method of secondary containment shall be provided for underground tank and piping
systems.

Section 5704.2.9.5; change Section 5704.2.9.5 and add Section 5704.2.9.5.3 to read as
follows:
5704.2.9.5 Above-ground Tanks Inside of Buildings. Above-ground tanks inside of buildings
shall comply with Section 5704.2.9.5.1 through 5704.2.9.5.3.
5704.2.9.5.1 Overfill Prevention. Above-ground tanks storing Class I, II and IIIA liquids inside
buildings shall be equipped with a device or other means to prevent overflow into the building
including, but not limited to: a float valve; a preset meter on the fill line; a valve actuated by the
weight of the tank's contents; a low-head pump that is incapable of producing overflow; or
a liquid-tight overflow pipe not less than one pipe size larger than the fill pipe and discharging by
gravity back to the outside source of liquid or to an approved location. Tanks containing Class
IIIB liquids and connected to fuel-burning equipment shall be provided with a means to prevent
overflow into buildings in accordance with Section 5704.2.7.5.8.
5704.2.9.5.2 Fill Pipe Connections. Fill pipe connections for tanks storing Class I, II and
IIIA liquids and Class IIIB liquids connected to fuel-burning equipment shall be in accordance
with Section 5704.2.9.7.6.

5704.2.9.5.3 Combustible Liquid Storage Tanks Inside of Buildings. The maximum
aggregate allowable quantity limit shall be 3,000 gallons (11 356 L) of Class II or III combustible
liquid for storage in protected aboveground tanks complying with Section 5704.2.9.7 when all of
the following conditions are met:

1. The entire 3,000 gallon (11 356 L) quantity shall be stored in protected above-ground
tanks;
2. The 3,000 gallon (11 356 L) capacity shall be permitted to be stored in a single tank or
multiple smaller tanks;
3. The tanks shall be located in a room protected by an automatic sprinkler system
complying with Section 903.3.1.1; and
4. Tanks shall be connected to fuel-burning equipment, including generators, utilizing an
approved closed piping system.
The quantity of combustible liquid stored in tanks complying with this section shall not be counted
towards the maximum allowable quantity set forth in Table 5003.1.1(1), and such tanks shall not
be required to be located in a control area. Such tanks shall not be located more than two stories
below grade.

Section 5704.2.11.4; add a sentence to read as follows:
5704.2.11.4 Leak Prevention. Leak prevention for underground tanks shall comply with Sections
5704.2.11.4.1 through 5704.2.11.4.3. An approved method of secondary containment shall be
provided for underground tank and piping systems.

Section 5704.2.11.4.2; change to read as follows:
5704.2.11.4.2 Leak Detection. Underground storage tank systems shall be provided with an
approved method of leak detection from any component of the system that is designed and
installed in accordance with NFPA 30 and as specified in Section 5704.2.11.4.3.

Section 5704.2.11.4; add Section 5704.2.11.4.3 to read as follows:
5704.2.11.4.3 Observation Wells. Approved sampling tubes of a minimum 4 inches in diameter
shall be installed in the backfill material of each underground flammable or combustible liquid
storage tank. The tubes shall extend from a point 12 inches below the average grade of the
excavation to ground level and shall be provided with suitable surface access caps. Each tank
site shall provide a sampling tube at the corners of the excavation with a minimum of 4 tubes.
Sampling tubes shall be placed in the product line excavation within 10 feet of the tank excavation
and one every 50 feet routed along product lines towards the dispensers, a minimum of two are

required.

Section 6103.2.1; add Section 6103.2.1.8 to read as follows:
6103.2.1.8 Jewelry Repair, Dental Labs and Similar Occupancies. Where natural gas service
is not available, portable LP-Gas containers are allowed to be used to supply approved torch
assemblies or similar appliances. Such containers shall not exceed 20-pound (9.0 kg) water
capacity. Aggregate capacity shall not exceed 60-pound (27.2 kg) water capacity. Each device
shall be separated from other containers by a distance of not less than 20 feet.
Section 6104.2, Exception; add an exception 2 to read as follows:
Exceptions:
2. Except as permitted in Sections 308 and 6104.3.2, LP-gas containers are not permitted in
residential areas.
Section 6104.3; add Section 6104.3.2 to read as follows:

6104.3.2 Spas, Pool Heaters, and Other Listed Devices. Where natural gas service is not
available, an LP-gas container is allowed to be used to supply spa and pool heaters or other listed
devices. Such container shall not exceed 250-gallon water capacity per lot. See Table 6104.3
for location of containers.
Exception: Lots where LP-gas can be off-loaded wholly on the property where the tank is
located may install up to 500 gallon above ground or 1,000 gallon underground approved
containers.

Section 6107.4 and 6109.13; change to read as follows:

6107.4 Protecting Containers from Vehicles. Where exposed to vehicular damage due to
proximity to alleys, driveways or parking areas, LP-gas containers, regulators and piping shall be
protected in accordance with Section 312.
6109.13 Protection of Containers. LP-gas containers shall be stored within a suitable enclosure
or otherwise protected against tampering. Vehicle impact protection shall be provided as required
by Section 6107.4.

Appendix B Table B105.2; change footnote a. to read as follows:
a. The reduced fire flow shall be not less than 1500 gallons per minute. Sprinkler
systems may be considered for reduction in fire flow required.

Appendix D Section D101.1; change to read as follows:
Fire apparatus access roads shall be in accordance with this appendix and all other applicable
requirements of the International Fire Code. Adjustments, increases, and reductions can be
made as referenced in the adopted Rowlett Form Based Code FBC and the Rowlett Standard
Street Specifications as authorized by the Fire Official. However, building or development type,
use, density and design may require increases from the FBC or other approved city codes. In
every case, the fire code shall prevail.
Ordinance to go into effect 90 days after adoption.
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TITLE
Consider action to approve an ordinance amending Chapter 6 of the Code of Ordinances to add
a new subsection to the Animal Care Guidelines, § 6-8(h), encouraging Trap, Neuter/Spay Return
programs and policies.
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Maria Martinez, Neighborhood Services Manager
SUMMARY
The purpose of this item is to amend the City of Rowlett Code of Ordinances to add provisions
encouraging Trap, Neuter/Spay Return (TNR) programs and policies in the City with the aim of
alleviating the growing feral and stray cat populations.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Currently, the ordinance does not allow TNR practices. As a result, and in accordance with its
official responsibilities, the Animal Shelter Advisory Board (ASAB) has discussed and reviewed
options for addressing the growing feral and stray cat populations. Over the past 18 months, the
ASAB has thoroughly vetted the advantages of establishing a Trap, Neuter/Spay, Return (TNR)
program and related policies.
On July 17, 2018, City Council held a Joint Work Session with the ASAB. Neighborhood Services
Manager, Maria Martinez and Board Vice Chair Deana Seigler presented information and
commentary regarding the Board’s achievements and future goals. The proposed amendment
was one of the items discussed during the meeting.
The proposed ordinance change was discussed in detail at the City Council Work Session on
August 7, 2018.
DISCUSSION
Implementation of a TNR program is consistent with the ASAB’s strategy to better the community
by improving the health and welfare of Rowlett’s animal population. Creating a program to
effectively manage the feral and stray cat populations is a key component of the strategy. Effective
management not only includes reducing the number of cats subject to starvation, exposed to
deadly disease, and accidental death by motorists, but also includes stabilizing the existing
population. Entirely removing cats from an area creates a vacuum effect, which typically results
in new cats filling the vacuum to exploit available food and shelter. Returing a sterilized and
vaccinated cat to its area helps limit the vacuum effect and aids in reducing the overall population
over time. A cat will typically protect its territory and prevent new cats from entering. As the

number of sterilized cats, as a percentage of the total population, increases, other nuisance issues
tend to decline (fighting, noise, damaged property, marking odor, etc.).
The proposed ordinance offers the City flexibility in developing an effective program without
assuming additional financial and administrative burdens. Although the City retains program
oversight and approval authority, day to day activities may be delegated through partnerships with
non-profit groups, animal welfare organizations, and individuals.
FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS
N/A
RECOMMENDED ACTION
Staff recommends City Council adopt an ordinance amending Chapter 6 of the Code of
Ordinances establishing a Trap, Neuter/Spay, Return Program.
ORDINANCE
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ROWLETT, TEXAS, AMENDING THE CODE OF
ORDINANCES, CITY OF ROWLETT, TEXAS, BY AMENDING ARTICLE I (“IN GENERAL”) OF
CHAPTER 6 (“ANIMALS”) TO AMEND SECTION 6-8 PERTAINING TO ANIMAL CARE
GUIDELINES, ESTABLISHING A TRAP, NEUTER/SPAY AND RETURN PROGRAM;
PROVIDING A REPEALING CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Rowlett, Texas, hereby finds and determines
that homeless animals exist in virtually every community in every state, and that many, by some
estimates as many as 300,000, are euthanized every year, and that the number of homeless
animals far exceeds the number of available homes; and
WHEREAS, the City Council further finds that feral cat colonies often present harmful
conditions beyond constituting public nuisances due to the potential spread of rabies; and
WHEREAS, programs whereby feral cats are captured and impounded often results in
euthanasia, but even placement in homes as pets does not affect the populations of feral cat
colonies, since the euthanized animal is simply replaced in the colony by other feral cats; and
WHEREAS, the Council finds and determines that a “Trap, Neuter/Spay and Return”
program can be an effective way of controlling feral cat populations, whereby citizens may
humanely capture feral cats for evaluation and neutering/spaying by a veterinarian, and release
the cat at or near the location where captured; and
WHEREAS, the Council finds and determines that a Trap, Neuter/Spay and Return
program may help stem the tide of homelessness, control feral cat populations, and, as a
component of an animal management policy, is essential for creating and sustaining a humane
community.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
ROWLETT, TEXAS:
SECTION 1: That section 6-8 of Article I, “In General,” of Chapter 6, “Animals,”
of the Code of Ordinances, City of Rowlett, Texas, be and is hereby amended to
add a new subsection (h), without amendment, repeal or change to any other
subsection or part of section 6-8, such that subsection (h) of section 6-8 shall
henceforth read as follows:
“CHAPTER 6. ANIMALS
...
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL
...
Sec. 6-8.

Animal care guidelines.

...
(h)
Trap, Neuter/Spay, Return Program. It is the policy of the City of Rowlett to
encourage practices, programs and policies that are designed to humanely capture,
neuter or spay, and return feral cats to their place of capture as a means of controlling
feral cat populations. The Animal Control Manager or their designee shall develop and
approve policies and programs to encourage and promote the humane capture,
veterinarian evaluation, neutering/spaying, and humane release of feral cats. It shall be
a defense to the prosecution of an offense under section 6-71 (“Registration Required”)
and section 6-236 (“Harboring Unvaccinated Animals”) if the animal is a feral cat
participating in a trap, neuter and return program authorized by the Animal Control
Manager.”
SECTION 2: That all ordinances of the City of Rowlett, Texas, in conflict with the
provisions of this ordinance be and the same are hereby repealed and all other
ordinances of the City of Rowlett not in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance
shall remain in full force and effect.
SECTION 3: That should any sentence, paragraph, subdivision, clause, phrase
or section of this ordinance be adjudged or held to be unconstitutional, illegal or
invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of this ordinance as a whole, or any
part or provision hereof other than the part so decided to be invalid, illegal or
unconstitutional, and shall not affect the validity of the Code of Ordinances as a
whole.
SECTION 4: That this ordinance shall take effect immediately from and after its
passage and the publication of the caption, as the law and Charter in such cases
provide.

AGENDA DATE: 08/21/2018

AGENDA ITEM: 7E

TITLE
Consider action to approve a resolution authorizing a purchase order to GTS Technology
Solutions in the amount of $78,749.26 to replace 31 existing desktop computers and 23 existing
laptop computers as well as providing deployment services through the interlocal cooperative
purchasing agreement with the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts and the Department of
Information Resources (DIR), and authorizing the City Manager to execute the necessary
documents for said purchase.
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Joey Brock, Director of Information Technology
SUMMARY
The purpose of this item is to authorize a purchase order for 31 Dell OptiPlex 5050 desktop and
23 Hewlett Packard (HP) EliteBook 850 G5 laptop computers as well as deployment services in
the amount of $78,749.26. These computers include a three-year, next business day warranty
and will replace outdated technology currently used by City of Rowlett staff. These are business
class desktops that include business class support. The City has the option to extend the warranty
after the initial three-year period.
BACKGROUND
The City of Rowlett has adopted a three-year technology replacement cycle for desktops, laptops
and tablets. The plan helps to maximize overall system performance, minimize security
vulnerabilities, and limit the damage from failures as mission critical equipment is replaced on a
rotating schedule according to industry wide best practice.
DISCUSSION
This agenda item is to approve a resolution awarding a purchase order for 54 computers, to
include setup and deployment services. All 54 computers exceed three-years of life and are
included in the City’s FY2018 technology replacement plan. The cost includes a three-year
warranty and an option to purchase an extended warranty in the future. The extended warranty
option provides the City with maximum flexibility in the event of future changes to the technology
replacement plan.
In selecting these computers, IT staff reviewed several options. The units selected meet the City’s
established system performance requirements. Exhibit A provides details and a system
specification for each unit. Due to limited resources in IT and the volume of units being deployed,
GTS Technology Solutions is providing setup and deployment services that include asset
management, inventory tagging, and computer setup for each workstation. IT staff will provide a
software image to GTS Technology Solutions that contains custom software installations and

configurations used at the City of Rowlett. This will be the default image installed on each unit.
Having the units come pre-configured with a standard City of Rowlett image will save a significant
amount of time during the deployment of each unit.
GTS Technology Solutions is an approved vendor of the Texas Department of Information
Resources (DIR-SDD-1951-R) interlocal cooperative purchasing agreement. A detailed quote
from GTS Technology Solutions is included as Exhibit A.
FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS
Funding in the amount of $78,749.26 is included in the FY2018 IT budget for the specific purpose
of replacing the City of Rowlett’s desktop computers. The City of Rowlett follows a three-year
replacement cycle for desktops, laptops and tablets.
Budget Account
Number and/or
Project Code

Account or
Project Title

1013001 6280

Technology Hardware –
Non Cap

$92,921.00

$78,749.26

Total

$92,921.00

$78,749.26

Remaining
Balance

Proposed
Amount

RECOMMENDED ACTION
City staff recommends the City Council approve a resolution accepting the bid and awarding a
purchase order to GTS Technology Solutions in the amount of $78,749.26 for the purchase of 54
computers through the interlocal cooperative purchasing agreement with the Texas Comptroller
of Public Accounts and the Department of Information Resources (DIR) and authorizing the City
Manager to execute the necessary documents for said purchase.
RESOLUTION
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROWLETT, TEXAS, APPROVING
THE BID OF AND AWARDING A PURCHASE ORDER TO GTS TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIONS
IN THE AMOUNT OF $78,749.26 FOR 54 COMPUTERS AND DEPLOYMENT SERVICES
THROUGH THE INTERLOCAL COOPERATIVE PURCHASING AGREEMENT WITH THE
TEXAS COMPTROLLER OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND THE DEPARTMENT OF
INFORMATION RESOURCES (DIR); AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE
NECESSARY DOCUMENTS FOR SAID PURCHASE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE
WHEREAS, it is necessary to purchase desktop personal computers to replace outdated
desktop computers for the City of Rowlett staff; and
WHEREAS, the purchase of computers is part of a three-year strategic plan for technology
replacement; and

WHEREAS, an interlocal agreement and procurement method has been established
between the City of Rowlett and the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts and the Department
of Information Resources (DIR); and
WHEREAS, competitive bids were obtained and City staff recommends the bid award for
personal computers to GTS Technology Solutions established by the Texas Comptroller of Public
Accounts and the Department of Information Resources (DIR) for said products; and
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Rowlett, Texas desires to award the bid to GTS
Technology Solutions and authorizes the execution of the necessary documents for said products
and services.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
ROWLETT, TEXAS:
SECTION 1: That the City Council of the City of Rowlett does hereby approve the
bid of and award a contract to GTS Technology Solutions (DIR-SDD-1951-R) in
the amount of $78,749.26 for the purchase of 54 computers, and setup and
deployment services, through the interlocal cooperative purchasing agreement
with the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts and the Department of Information
Resources (DIR).
SECTION 2: That the City Council does hereby authorize the City Manager to
execute the necessary documents for said purchase, and does further authorize
the City Manager to issue appropriate purchase orders to conform to this
resolution.
SECTION 3: This resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage.
ATTACHMENTS
Exhibit A – GTS Quote

Quote
Quote #:

QT0028721

Date:

7/24/2018

Delivery Date:
Expire Date:

GTS Technology Solutions, Inc.
9211 Waterford Centre Blvd
Suite 125
Austin, TX, 78758
Phone: (512) 452-0651

QUOTE FOR:

SHIP TO:

City of Rowlett

NO.
1

ITEM
210-AKJE: OptiPlex 5050 SFF XCTO

TXRWLT13004

Sales Contact:

City of Rowlett

CUSTOMER P.O. NO.

8/23/2018

Customer ID:

Jordan Lefan

TERMS
Net 30 Days

SALES REP
JD Rowell

SHIPPING TERMS

SHIP VIA

CONTRACT
DIR-TSO-3763-R

QTY.
31.00

UOM
EACH

PRICE
$1,095.00

EXTENDED PRICE
$33,945.00

NOTE: OptiPlex 5050 SFF XCTO
Intel Core i7-7700 (QC/8MB/8T/3.6GHz/65W); supports Windows 10/Linux
Win 10 Pro 64 English, French, Spanish
No Productivity Software
16GB 2x8GB 2400MHz DDR4 Memory
2.5 inch 512GB SATA Class 20 Solid State Drive
No Integrated Stand option
2nd Hard Drive: not included
AMD Radeon R5 430, 1GB, (DP/VGA)
DVD+/-RW Bezel, Small Form Factor
Tray load DVD Drive (Reads and Writes to DVD/CD)
No Media Card Reader
No Wireless LAN Card
No Wireless LAN Card
No Accessories
OptiPlex 5050 SFF with 180W up to 85% efficient Power Supply (80Plus Bronze)
Intel Standard Manageability
SupportAssist
Dell(TM) Digital Delivery Cirrus Client
Dell Client System Update (Updates latest Dell Recommended BIOS, Drivers, Firmware and Apps)
Waves Maxx Audio
Dell Developed Recovery Environment
OS-Windows Media Not Included
E-Star 6.1 & TCO 5.0 Driver, Service Install Module
Bracket for 2.5 inch Hard Drive Disk, Small Form Factor, OptiPlex
Chassis Intrusion Switch SFF
System Power Cord (Philipine/TH/US)
Safety/Environment and Regulatory Guide (English/French Multi-language)
No Diagnostic/Recovery CD media
Documentation,English,French,Dell OptiPlex Small Form Factor 5050
US Order
TPM Enabled
No Intel Responsive
No UPC Label
Intel Core i7 Processor Label
Regulatory Label
Ship Material for Opti 5050 SFF
Continued...
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Quote
Quote #:

QT0028721

Date:

7/24/2018

Delivery Date:
Expire Date:

GTS Technology Solutions, Inc.
9211 Waterford Centre Blvd
Suite 125
Austin, TX, 78758
Phone: (512) 452-0651

QUOTE FOR:

SHIP TO:

City of Rowlett

NO.

2

3

4
5

TXRWLT13004

Sales Contact:

City of Rowlett

CUSTOMER P.O. NO.

8/23/2018

Customer ID:

Jordan Lefan

TERMS
Net 30 Days

SALES REP
JD Rowell

SHIPPING TERMS

SHIP VIA

ITEM

CONTRACT
QTY.
UOM
Shipping Label for DAO
Not selected in this configuration
Desktop BTO Standard shipment
CMS Essentials DVD no Media
No CompuTrace
No FGA
Dell KB216 Wired Multi-Media Keyboard English Black Dell MS116 Wired Mouse, Black
NO ADAPTER
Dell Limited Hardware Warranty Plus Service
Onsite/In-Home Service After Remote Diagnosis 3 Years
SERVICES: DEPLOYMENT CLIENT SE:
DIR-TSO-3655
31.00
EACH
SERVICES: DEPLOYMENT CLIENT SERVICES
3RS08UT#ABA: HP ELITEBOOK 850 G5

DIR-TSO-2538

23.00

PRICE

EACH

$33.44

$1,036.64

$1,703.50

$39,180.50

NOTE: HP EliteBook 850 G5 - Core i7 8550U / 1.8 GHz - Win 10 Pro 64-bit - 16 GB RAM - 512 GB SSD NVMe, TLC - 15.6" IPS
1920 x 1080 (Full HD) - UHD Graphics 620 - Wi-Fi, NFC, Bluetooth - kbd: US
D9Y32UT#ABA: HP ULTRASLIM DOCKING
DIR-TSO-2538
23.00
EACH
$166.00
STATION G2 SBY
SERVICES: DEPLOYMENT CLIENT SE:
DIR-TSO-3655
23.00
EACH
$33.44
SERVICES: DEPLOYMENT CLIENT SERVICES

Total Weight (EACH):

0

Sales Total:

Total Volume (EACH):

0

Freight & Misc.:

These prices do NOT include taxes, insurance, shipping, delivery, setup fees, or any cables or cabling services or
material unless specifically listed above. All prices are subject to change without notice. Supply subject to
availability.

EXTENDED PRICE

Tax Total:
Total (USD):

$3,818.00
$769.12

$78,749.26
$0.00
$0.00
$78,749.26
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AGENDA DATE: 08/21/2018

AGENDA ITEM: 8A

TITLE
Conduct a public hearing (1st) on the ad valorem tax rate for Fiscal Year 2018-2019.
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Vlad Steere, Budget Officer
Wendy Badgett, Interim Finance Director
SUMMARY
Truth-in-taxation is a concept embodied in the Texas Constitution and the Tax Code that requires
local taxing units to make taxpayers aware of tax rate proposals. When a proposed tax rate
exceeds the rollback rate or the effective rate, whichever is lower, the taxing unit’s governing body
must hold two public hearings to allow the public the opportunity to express their views on the
proposed tax rate.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The City Manager presented the proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2018-2019 on August 7, 2018,
and includes a reduction in the overall tax rate by two cents, from $0.777173 to $0.757173 per
$100 assessed value.
DISCUSSION
The State of Texas "Truth in Taxation" law requires that the City Council conduct two public
hearings on its proposed ad valorem tax rate each year if such rate exceeds the rollback rate or
the effective tax rate, whichever is lower. The effective tax rate shows the relation between prior
year's revenue and the current year's value. The rollback rate is the maximum rate that can be
applied and not be subjected to a rollback petition.
City staff presented the Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year 2018-2019 on August 7, 2018, during a
City Council Work Session. Ad valorem taxes, or property taxes, are collected by local
governments in two components: (1) operations and maintenance (O & M); (2) interest and
sinking fund (I & S). The proposed budget was prepared with an operations and maintenance tax
rate of $0.531131 and a debt service tax rate of $0.226042 for a total tax rate of $0.757173 per
$100 of taxable value.
The effective tax rate and rollback rate have been calculated and the Notice of Proposed Tax
Rate has been published in the local newspaper and on the City's website as required by law.
Council’s consensus at the August 7, 2018 regular session was to publish the rollback rate in the
notice. The following table illustrates the proposed tax rate, the rollback tax rate, and the effective
tax rates appropriately split between the I & S rate and the O & M rate.

FY 2017-2018
Adopted

FY 2018-2019
Proposed

FY 2018-2019
Effective

FY 2018-2019
Rollback

O&M

0.551190

0.531131

0.487694

0.546689

Debt – I & S

0.225983

0.226042

0.226042

0.226042

Total

0.777173

0.757173

0.713736

0.772731

The proposed tax rate to be considered is $0.757173, which is more than the effective tax rate
but lower than the rollback rate. When a proposed tax rate exceeds the rollback rate or the
effective rate, whichever is lower, the taxing unit’s governing body must vote to place a proposal
to adopt the rate on the agenda of a future meeting as an action item. If the motion passes, the
governing body must schedule two public hearings on the proposal. City staff proposed that these
two public hearings be held on Tuesday, August 21, 2018 and Tuesday, September 4, 2018 at
7:30 pm. These public hearings will be held in the City Council Chambers, located in City Hall at
4000 Main Street, Rowlett, Texas.
FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS
N/A
RECOMMENDED ACTION
City staff recommends the City Council conduct a public hearing to allow the public the opportunity
to express their views on the proposed tax rate. No official action is required after the public
hearing.
At each hearing, the governing body must announce the date, time and place of the
meeting at which it will vote on the tax rate. The City of Rowlett will vote on the tax rate on
September 18, 2018 at 7:30pm at City Hall, 4000 Main Street, Rowlett, Texas 75088.

AGENDA DATE: 08/21/2018

AGENDA ITEM: 8B

TITLE
Conduct a public hearing (1st) on the proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2018-2019.
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Vlad Steere, Budget Officer
Wendy Badgett, Interim Finance Director
SUMMARY
Section 102.006 of the Local Government Code requires that the governing body of a municipality
shall hold a public hearing on the proposed budget. Any person may attend and may participate
in the hearing.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The City Manager presented the proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2018-2019 on August 7, 2018.
State law requires that the governing body of a municipality shall hold a public hearing on the
proposed budget. Any taxpayer of the municipality may attend and participate in the hearing.
Public notice of the date, time and location of the hearing has been published in a newspaper of
general circulation as required by state law.
DISCUSSION
As indicated, the City Manager presented the Fiscal Year 2019 Proposed Budget to the Rowlett
City Council on August 7, 2018. Highlights include a proposed 2 cent reduction to the tax rate.
Residents can view the City Manager’s Proposed Budget, the presentation explaining the
proposal, and a video explaining what the citizens pay monthly for various City services at the
links below.
Proposed Budget:
Presentation:
Video:

www.rowlett.com/FY2019ProposedBudget
www.rowlett.com/FY2019BudgetPresentation
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zj-wOaeOHxs

The total FY2019 Proposed Budget is $136.4 million. This is an increase of $12 million compared
to the FY2018 Adopted Budget of $124.4 million. This increase is primarily due to $5.9 million
increase in capital investment, including the 2018 bond election, an increase in water and
wastewater costs, and refuse collection. Specific fund level changes are outlined in the individual
fund overviews, which can be found starting on page 54 of the budget proposal. The combined
summary of revenues and expenses are included below.

RECOMMENDED ACTION
The final steps in the budget process includes two public hearings. The first is scheduled for
tonight, August 21, 2018. The second is scheduled on the night that the City Council considers
adopting the budget, September 18, 2018.

