CITY OF ROWLETT
CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL
WORK SESSION MEETING
Our Vision: A well-planned lakeside community of quality neighborhoods, distinctive amenities,
diverse employment, and cultural charm. Rowlett: THE place to live, work and play.
Monday, July 15, 2019

5:30 P.M.

Municipal Building

As authorized by Section 551.071 of the Texas Government Code, this meeting may be convened
into closed Executive Session for the purpose of seeking confidential legal advice from the City
Attorney on any agenda item herein.
The City of Rowlett reserves the right to reconvene, recess or realign the Regular Session or
called Executive Session or order of business at any time prior to adjournment.
1.

CALL TO ORDER

2.

WORK SESSION

2A.

Discuss Phase One Design for Herfurth Park. (120 minutes)

3.

TAKE ANY NECESSARY OR APPROPRIATE ACTION ON CLOSED/EXECUTIVE
SESSION MATTERS

4.

ADJOURNMENT

Stacey Chadwick
Stacey Chadwick, Deputy City Secretary
I certify that the above notice of meeting was posted on the bulletin boards located inside and outside the doors
of the Municipal Center, 4000 Main Street, Rowlett, Texas, as well as on the City’s website (www.rowlett.com)
on the 12th day of July 2019, by 5:00 p.m.

City of Rowlett City Council meetings are available to all persons regardless of disability. If you require
special assistance, please contact the City Secretary at 972-412-6115 or write 4000 Main Street, Rowlett,
Texas, 75088, at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting.
City of Rowlett ~ 4000 Main Street, Rowlett TX 75088 ~ www.rowlett.com

CITY OF ROWLETT
COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM
AGENDA DATE: 07/15/2019

AGENDA ITEM: 2A

TITLE
Discuss Phase One Design for Herfurth Park. (120 minutes)
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Angela Smith, Director of Parks and Recreation
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Herfurth Park has been identified as a key amenity in the redevelopment of downtown Rowlett.
The purpose of this item is to discuss past site plans and discuss future park features.
STRATEGIC PRIORITY AND GOAL
Strategic Priority

ENHANCE QUALITY
OF LIFE

Strategic Goal

4.2 Create a destination-centered parks system.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Herfurth Park has been identified as a key amenity in the redevelopment of downtown Rowlett.
Plans to redesign the park were first discussed in 2012. The discussion included a visioning
exercise to help determine what type of park Herfurth would become in the future and how it would
serve as a vibrant downtown amenity.
During the March 2014 Parks and Recreation Advisory Board meeting, City staff, along with a
representative from la terra studio, presented four conceptual designs for future Herfurth Park
revitalization. At the time, the Board recommended the conceptual design #4 to City Council.
Conceptual design #4 included a dog park, water feature, connectivity to the adjacent
neighborhood and school, as well as space for Kids Kingdom. After additional consideration, the
Board voted to recommend a modified conceptual design #4, without the inclusion of Kids
Kingdom, but with the inclusion of a large playground.
On January 20, 2015, this item came before the City Council in a Work Session. City Council
decided to continue the discussion with the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board, to specifically
address funding, construction phasing, amenities, and expectations for the project.
In 2018, work began to help revitalize Herfurth Park. Four outdoor tennis courts have been
resurfaced, which enable them to double as Pickleball courts to meet increasing demand from

players of one of the fastest growing recreational sports in the country. The deteriorating halfcourt basketball court has been resurfaced and outfitted with a new backboard.

Additionally, tee-ball fields 5 and 6 have been transformed into Scentral Bark Dog Park, which
was one of the focal points of Herfurth Park conceptual design #4 mentioned above. Through a
partnership with Sachse Park Pals, volunteers and staff spent countless hours volunteering to
ensure the successful opening of the park at the end of March. The most recent items that have
been purchased and donated to the park are two 65-gallon Live Oak Trees, with each fenced
area receiving one large tree a piece. Also, four 30-gallon Chinese Pistachio Trees and have
been planted between the fields. These are fast growing trees, which will create shade in the
play areas for the dogs and their owners.
The Parks Advisory Board discussed the future of Herfurth Park at the April 11, 2018 meeting and
compiled a list of features they would like to see become a part of the Herfurth Park Master Plan.
There was much discussion about the Rowlett Hockey Association and Inline Hockey and the
possibility to relocate that feature to Community Park. The Hockey league currently services
approximately 70 youth and 85 adults. One-third of the youth participants are residents and one
percent of the adult participants are residents. The elements the Parks Advisory Board would like
to see included in Herfurth Park are:
 Multi-use Open event space
 Walking trails








Amphitheatre/Stage area
Botanical garden/nature area
Restrooms
Ample Parking
Tennis Courts/Pickleball Courts
Spray Park area in the form of a fountain that also adds aesthetic value to the park

On May 15, 2018, City Council held a short work session to discuss a variety of concepts that
could be developed with a range of finishes and build out options. This discussion will build on
the input received at that meeting.
DISCUSSION
Herfurth Park is programmed to receive $1.8 Million in renovation capacity as a part of the 2018
CIP Bond package. Designers, la terra, will continue to partner with the City of Rowlett to help
bring forward the most advantageous design for this park. Included in the presentation are the
four conceptual designs previously discussed. In an effort to define the right features for the future
of Herfurth Park, we need to discuss the variety of concepts that can be developed with a range
of finishes, amenities, and final build out options. In order to transform the current Herfurth Park
into a high design, multi-purpose, downtown amenity as presented here, the cost could be as
much as $2 million per phase with as many as three or four phases. The 2018 Bond would fund
the site master plan and the first phase of this development. Future phases would be programmed
based on future Bond capacity.
The goal of tonight’s discussion is to compile a list of features that City Council would like to see
included in Herfurth Park’s revitalization. Some of the features that have been discussed at prior
meetings include a spray-park/splash-pad, trails, event space, parking, updated restrooms,
relocation of the ballfield and hockey rink, a playground and open space. Once a list of features
has been compiled, the Parks and Recreation Department will return to City Council with a site
plan to include future phasing for final approval.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
As a part of the 2018 CIP Bond, $1.8 Million is allocated to design the future of Herfurth Park and
complete Phase One of the project.
RECOMMENDED ACTION
City staff seeks direction from Council for the following questions:


Is there consensus from City Council on the features that will be included in the Herfurth
Park Design Plan?

ATTACHMENTS
Attachment 1 - 09-26-2014 Herfurth Park Master plan
Attachment 2 - 08-18-2014 Herfurth Park Site Location
Attachment 3 - 0409_Herfurth Park Concept1

Attachment 4 - 0409_Herfurth Park Concept2
Attachment 5 - 0409_Herfurth Park Concept2
Attachment 6 - 0801_Herfurth Park Concept4

ATTACHMENT 1

ATTACHMENT 2

ATTACHMENT 3

ATTACHMENT 4

ATTACHMENT 5

ATTACHMENT 6

