CITY OF ROWLETT
CITY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA
Our Vision: A well-planned lakeside community of quality neighborhoods, distinctive amenities, diverse
employment, and cultural charm. Rowlett: THE place to live, work and play.
Tuesday, September 20, 2022

5:30 P.M.

Municipal Building – 4000 Main St.

As authorized by Section 551.071 of the Texas Government Code, this meeting may be convened into
closed Executive Session for the purpose of seeking confidential legal advice from the City Attorney on
any agenda item herein.
The City of Rowlett reserves the right to reconvene, recess or realign the Regular Session or called
Executive Session or order of business at any time prior to adjournment.
Process for Public Input: If you are not able to attend in person, you may complete the Citizen
Input Form on the City’s website by 3:30 p.m. the day of the meeting. All forms will be forwarded
to the City Council prior to the start of the meeting.
For in-person comments, registration forms/instructions are available inside the door of the City
Council Chambers.
1.

CALL TO ORDER

2.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

2A.

The City Council shall convene into Executive Session pursuant to Texas Government Code
§551.071 (Consultation with Attorney), to seek legal advice from the City Attorney and to discuss
possible agreement with Jackson Walker related to membership with the North Texas Municipal
Water District (NTMWD). (30 minutes) THIS ITEM WILL BE DISCUSSED AFTER THE
REGULAR SESSION.

3.

WORK SESSION (5:30 P.M.)* Times listed are approximate.
City Council may receive public input on the following items:

3A.

Annual Presentation from the Rowlett Chamber of Commerce. (20 minutes)

3B.

Discuss amending the Fiscal Year 2022 Adopted Budget. (30 minutes)

3C.

Discuss a proposal to create a Lakefront Advisory Committee. (30 minutes)

3D.

Discuss amending the City’s current ordinance regarding Streets, Sidewalks and Other Public
Ways. (30 minutes)

4.

DISCUSS CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS

INVOCATION – Brian Hiatt, Cornerstone Church
PLEDGES OF ALLEGIANCE
CONVENE REGULAR SESSION (7:30 P.M.)* Times listed are approximate.
5.

PRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS

5A.

Rowlett Veterans Recognition Program – Donald Van Handel, United States Marine Corps.

5B.

Presentation by the Senior Advisory Board of the 2022 Senior Friendly Business Award.

5C.

Presentation of Proclamation in recognition of National IT Professionals Day.

5D.

Presentation of Proclamation recognizing October 5th as World Teachers’ Day.

5E.

Update from the City Council and Management: Financial Position, Major Projects, Operational
Issues, Upcoming Dates of Interest and Items of Community Interest.

6.

CITIZENS’ INPUT
At this time, comments will be taken from the audience on any topic. No action can be taken by the
Council during Citizens’ Input.

7.

CONSENT AGENDA
The following may be acted upon in one motion. City Council may request items be removed from
the Consent Agenda for individual consideration.

7A.

Consider approving the minutes.
Consider action to approve minutes from the following City Council meeting(s): September 6,
2022 Regular Meeting.

7B.

Consider an ordinance amending the Fiscal Year 2022 Adopted Budget.
Consider action to adopt an ordinance amending the Fiscal Year 2022 Adopted Budget.

7C.

Consider action amending the Master Fee Schedule.
Consider action approving a resolution amending the Master Fee Schedule for rate and fee
changes.

7D.

Consider action approving the Atmos Cities Steering Committee’s recommendation.
Consider action to approve a resolution settling Rate Review Mechanism (RRM) filings as
recommended by the Atmos Cities Steering Committee.

7E.

Consider action approving the City’s 2023 Legislative Priorities.
Consider action to approve a resolution approving the 2023 Legislative Priorities for the City of
Rowlett.

7F.

Consider approving appointments to boards and commissions.
Consider and ratify appointments of members and Councilmember Liaisons to the City’s various
boards, commissions and Council sub-committees.

7G.

Consider action approving the execution of a Task Authorization for the acquisition of
right-of-way and property associated with the Chiesa Road Widening Project.
Consider action to approve a resolution executing Task Authorization FY22PTG04 for an
amount not to exceed $92,000 with Prime Time Group, Inc. for the acquisition of Right-of-Way
(ROW) and property associated with the Chiesa Road Widening (Dalrock to Miller) Project
(ST2134) and authorizing the Mayor to execute the necessary documents for said services.

8.

INDIVIDUAL CONSIDERATION

8A.

Conduct a public hearing on the proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2023 and take action to
postpone the vote to adopt the FY2023 budget to Wednesday, September 21, 2022.

8B.

Conduct a public hearing on the proposed ad valorem tax rate for Fiscal Year 2023.

8C.

Consider action to approve a resolution authorizing a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
with Jackson Shaw for incentives related to the Lakeview Business District.
TAKE ANY NECESSARY OR APPROPRIATE ACTION ON CLOSED/EXECUTIVE SESSION
MATTERS

9.

ADJOURNMENT

Laura Hallmark
Laura Hallmark, City Secretary
I certify that the above notice of meeting was posted on the bulletin boards located inside and outside the doors of the
Municipal Center, 4000 Main Street, Rowlett, Texas, as well as on the City’s website (www.rowlett.com) on the 16th day of
September 2022, by 5:00 p.m.

City of Rowlett City Council meetings are available to all persons regardless of disability. If you require special
assistance, contact the City Secretary at 972-412-6115 or write 4000 Main Street, Rowlett, Texas, 75088, at least 48
hours in advance of the meeting.
City of Rowlett ~ 4000 Main Street, Rowlett TX 75088 ~ www.rowlett.com

CITY OF ROWLETT
COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM
AGENDA DATE: 09/20/2022

AGENDA ITEM: 2A

TITLE
The City Council shall convene into Executive Session pursuant to Texas Government Code
§551.071 (Consultation with Attorney), to seek legal advice from the City Attorney and to discuss
possible agreement with Jackson Walker related to membership with the North Texas Municipal
Water District (NTMWD). (30 minutes) THIS ITEM WILL BE DISCUSSED AFTER THE
REGULAR SESSION.
STRATEGIC PRIORITY AND GOAL(S)
Strategic Priority
GOVERN
TRANSPARENTLY &
INCLUSIVELY

Strategic Goal
1.8 Provide accurate and timely information to policy makers
and the public.

CITY OF ROWLETT
COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM
AGENDA DATE: 09/20/2022

AGENDA ITEM: 3A

TITLE
Annual Presentation from the Rowlett Chamber of Commerce. (20 minutes)
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Libbey Tucker, Director of Economic Development
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The City of Rowlett has a grant funding agreement with the Rowlett Chamber of Commerce that
requires an annual report to the City Council highlighting the Return on Investment (ROI)/Value
on Investment (VOI). The City of Rowlett and the Rowlett Chamber of Commerce have a
longstanding strategic partnership in promoting a favorable business climate and Economic
Development initiatives within Rowlett and the surrounding region.
STRATEGIC PRIORITY AND GOAL(S)
Strategic Priority
GOVERN
TRANSPARENTLY &
INCLUSIVELY

Strategic Goal
1.8 Provide accurate and timely information to policy makers
and the public.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The Rowlett Chamber of Commerce has been focused on “promoting the business community,
economic well-being, and quality of life” in Rowlett since 1924. The City of Rowlett and the Rowlett
Chamber of Commerce entered into a lease agreement in 1998 for property originally located at
3910 Main Street in the old First Christian Church building now located at 4418 Main Street. The
lease agreement is a separate agreement from the grant funding agreement.
In 2017, the entities (City & Chamber) began discussing additional strategic opportunities that
would strengthen both organizations and provide mutually beneficial resources in promoting
Rowlett’s business environment. As a result of those conversations, the Rowlett Chamber Board
and City Council approved a new grant funding agreement on March 20, 2018 to renew in 2023.
The Agreement provides for an annual payment of $50,000 (four quarterly installments of
$12,500) in exchange for services including, but not limited to: Host (2) roundtable luncheons;
coordinate Rowlett legislative days; provide the City with a LEAD investment membership; waive
fees for City Staff/Council for certain events; provide one ex officio Board of Directors seat for the
City Economic Development Director; host the Mayor’s Annual State of the City presentation at a
monthly luncheon; share feedback from the business community with the City; provide one fee-

waived registration in Leadership Rowlett annually; and provide an annual contribution to the
City’s animal shelter or another organization approved by the City through the Chamber’s Annual
Golf Tournament in an amount of at least $1,500.
The City agrees to the following: provide use of the Community Centre and Coyle House at no
cost for Chamber events; provide three voting member seats on the Economic Development
Advisory Board, as well as ex officio seats for the Chamber CEO/President and the Rowlett
Chamber Foundation Chair; recognize the Chamber as a community partner in newsletters,
online, promotional materials, etc.; waive permit fees for events, parades, runs, etc., that are
sponsored by the Chamber; and provide access to Waterview Golf Club’s facility, waiver of fees
and other applicable support for the Chamber’s Annual Golf Tournament.
DISCUSSION
The Chamber will provide their annual update on the deliverables of the grant funding agreement
entered into in March 2018. The Chamber will discuss the return on investment that the City
received for its grant contribution and goals, current activities, metrics on membership
recruitment/retention, financial position, and current and future initiatives.
FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS
As a part of the approved grant funding agreement, the City agreed to provide $50,000 annually
to the Chamber subject to budget availability. For FY2023, the budget, as presented to City
Council, includes the $50,000 allocation.
RECOMMENDED ACTION
No action required. Information purposes only.

CITY OF ROWLETT
COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM
AGENDA DATE: 09/20/2022

AGENDA ITEM: 3B

TITLE
Discuss amending the Fiscal Year 2022 Adopted Budget. (30 minutes)
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Robert D. Cone, Budget Officer
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Budget amendments are an accepted practice in local government and represent a visible
demonstration that the municipality manages its fiscal affairs appropriately and with transparency.
On March 1, 2022, City Council approved an ordinance amending the FY2022 Budget for the first
time. Following that first amendment, City staff has completed a detailed analysis of revenues
and expenditures and is recommending adjustments consistent with that analysis to amend the
budget for a second time.
STRATEGIC PRIORITY AND GOAL(S)
Strategic Priority
GOVERN
TRANSPARENTLY &
INCLUSIVELY

Strategic Goal

1.8 Provide accurate and timely information to policy makers
and the public.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
On September 21, 2021, the City Council adopted the operating and capital improvements
program budget for Fiscal Year 2022 (FY2022).
On March 1st, the City Council approved an ordinance amending the FY2022 Budget adjusting
operating, capital, and grant budgets. The amendments included in this report reflect changes to
the budget recommended as a result of analysis performed and financial position following the
implementation of the first budget amendment.
DISCUSSION
The proposed changes for Amendment #2 are listed below.
Capital Improvement Program
The Adopted FY2022 CIP Program totaled $23.54 million across all bond and cash funded
projects and was increased to total $23,563,936 in Amendment 1. Budgets of this size and scope

require constant monitoring and adjustment. As projects funded with past bond issues or capital
maintenance funds are completed and final expenditures recorded, new development or other
circumstances occur, which cause new projects to be initiated or existing projects to change in
scope. The specific reallocations this budget amendment will address are as follows:
1) Dalrock South Curve
Project Initiated and Budget increased to $462,518
Savings from the streets CIP construction crew ($48,982) and from the Lake Country Estates
Phase 2 project ($413,536) have been transferred to this project. The contract awarding this
project funding was approved by Council on July 19, 2022.
2) Miller Phase 2 Railroad Track to Dalrock
Budget increased from $6,000,000 to $12,631,571
Project budget was increased with Impact Fees ($1,084,684), savings from the Chiesa
Widening ($5,465,000), and Dalrock Estates reconstruction ($81,887). The contract awards
were approved by Council on April 19th and June 7, 2022.
3) 36”/30” Waterline along Merritt Road
Project created with an initial budget of $833,000
Project budget created with Impact Fees to fund a contract for engineering design work that
was approved by Council on May 3, 2022.
4) Rowlett Housing Finance Corporation (RHFC) Donation
Project created with a budget of $50,000
Project budget created with a donation received from the RHFC for home repairs for
individuals requiring financial assistance. This item was discussed by Council on September
6, 2022.
5) Water Looping
Project created with a budget of $990,517
Project to perform citywide water-looping with American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding
allocated by Council on April 12, 2022. A contract award was approved by Council on July
12, 2022.
6) 24 Network Switches
Project created with a budget of $170,130
Project to replace IT infrastructure network switches with ARPA funding allocated by Council
on April 12, 2022. A contract award was approved by Council on June 7, 2022.
7) Contingency Reserves
Project created with an initial budget of $1,367,060
Project budget created to formalize funding of future reserves formerly designated for land
acquisition as per Council approval on August 22, 2022.

The proposed CIP budget amendment actions are displayed in Attachment 1 and will increase
the Capital Improvement Program budget by $3,128,331 to $26,692,267.
General Fund
The General Fund is increasing its budgeted grant revenue by $6,851,861 to recognize receipt of
both tranches of American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding. A corresponding increase to General
Fund Transfers Out will transfer these funds to the Disaster Fund ($5,691,214), General Fund
Capital Projects ($170,130), and Utility Fund Capital Projects ($990,517). The General Fund and
Utility Fund Capital Project expenditures were discussed previously in the Capital Projects Fund
section.
The net impact on the General Fund for this amendment will be zero and is outlined in Attachment
1.
Debt Service Fund
The Debt Service Fund has exceeded its budgeted expenditures for Legal and professional
services as a result of unanticipated attorney fees related to collecting delinquent property taxes.
Attorney fees are only charged to the fund once the delinquent property taxes have been
recovered, and as a result, these increased expenditures are offset by the previously budgeted
delinquent property tax revenue. Staff is recommending that the Debt Services fund increase
expenditures in the amount of $5,000.
The proposed Debt Service budget amendment will recognize additional property tax revenue in
the amount of $5,000 to offset the increase in the legal services expenditures and is displayed in
Attachment 1. There will be no impact to fund balance as a result of this amendment.
Employee Benefits Fund
Several large claims have been paid from the Employee Benefits Fund and stop loss
reimbursements have been received from the City’s reinsurance provider for these costs. Staff
proposes to recognize an additional $500,000 in reimbursements received from the City’s
reinsurance provider and increase expenditures by a corresponding amount to cover the
increased benefits claims expense.
The proposed Employee Benefits Fund budget amendment actions are displayed in Attachment
1. There will be no impact to Fund Balance as a result of this amendment.
Disaster Fund
As mentioned above, the Disaster Fund will increase its revenue and fund balance by $5,691,214
to receive the transfer of ARPA Funds from the General Fund. This fund is not formally adopted.

Consolidated Fund Balance Impact
FY2022 BUDGET AMENDMENT #2

FUND

DESCRIPTION

FY22 REVISED
BUDGET
(CURRENT)

AMENDMENT

FY22 REVISED
BUDGET
(NEW)

CIP

Revenues

23,563,936

3,128,331

26,692,267

CIP

Expenses

23,563,936

3,128,331

26,692,267

CIP

Fund Balance

2,635,782

-

2,635,782

FY22 REVISED
BUDGET
(CURRENT)

AMENDMENT

52,301,970

6,851,861

59,153,831

FUND

DESCRIPTION

FY22 REVISED
BUDGET
(NEW)

General

Revenues

General

Transfers Out

3,560,744

6,851,861

10,412,605

General

Fund Balance

13,341,724

-

13,341,724

FY22 REVISED
BUDGET
(CURRENT)

AMENDMENT

Revenues

11,967,733

5,000

11,972,733

Expenses

11,710,653

5,000

11,715,653

Fund Balance

2,056,759

-

2,056,759

FUND
Debt
Service
Debt
Service
Debt
Service
FUND
Employee
Health
Employee
Health
Employee
Health

DESCRIPTION

FY22 REVISED
BUDGET
(NEW)

FY22 REVISED
BUDGET
(CURRENT)

AMENDMENT

Revenues

6,566,441

500,000

7,066,441

Expenses

6,382,667

500,000

6,882,667

Fund Balance

1,778,658

-

1,778,658

DESCRIPTION

FY22 REVISED
BUDGET
(NEW)

COMMENTS

No Change to
Fund Balance

COMMENTS

No Change to
Fund Balance

COMMENTS

No Change to
Fund Balance

COMMENTS

No Change to
Fund Balance

FY2022 BUDGET REALLOCATION
These funds budgets are not officially adopted
FUND

DESCRIPTION

Disaster

Transfers In

Disaster

Fund Balance

FY22 REVISED
BUDGET
(CURRENT)

AMENDMENT

0
230,984

FY22 REVISED
BUDGET (NEW)

5,691,214

5,691,214

5,691,214

5,922,198

COMMENTS

Increase to Fund
Balance

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS
The proposed amendment will adjust revenues and expenditures adopted in the FY2022 Adopted
Budget. Attachment 1 outlines the detailed changes to the adopted Capital, General, Debt Service
and Employee Health Benefit budgets. There are no net impacts to fund balance due to the
adjustments across the adopted budgets.
RECOMMENDED ACTION
This item will be considered on the Consent Agenda for this meeting.
ATTACHMENTS
Attachment 1 – FY2023 Proposed Budget Amendment #2

EXHIBIT A

PROPOSED BUDGET AMENDMENT: CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM
REF #

Revenue/
Expense
From
From
To

CURRENT FY2022
BUDGET

PROJECT NUMBER
PROJECT TITLE
302 ST2116
Construction Crew
321 ST2130
Lake Country Estates Phase 2
ST2149
Dalrock South Curve

$
$
$

2

From
From
From
To

401
322 ST2134
317 ST2106
ST2132

Impact Fees
Chiesa Widening (Dalrock‐S. Miller)
Dalrock Estates Street Reconstruct
Miller, Phase 2 RR Track to Dalrock

$
$
$
$

From
To

503

Impact Fees

3

4

From
To
From
To

101

5

From
To

101

6

1

FUND

From
7
To
Consolidated CIP Fund Balance Impact

5,401,215.48
12,791,160.00
2,621,386.92
6,000,000.00

36"/30" Waterline along Merritt Rd

$
$

DN0001

Revenue
RHFC Donation Housing Project

$
$

‐
‐

WA2514

Transfer ‐ In
Water‐Looping Project

$
$

SP2129A

Transfer ‐ In
24 switches

$
$

CIP Fund Balance
Contingency Reserves

$

REVISED FY2022
BUDGET

PURPOSE

(48,982.00) $
(413,536.00) $
462,518.00 $

533,518.00 Staff Report 07/19/2022
2,261,410.50
462,518.00 Staff Report 07/19/2022

$ (1,084,683.86) $
$ (5,465,000.00) $
$
(81,887.00) $
$ 6,631,570.86 $

4,316,531.62 Staff Report 04/19/2022
7,326,160.00 Staff Report 04/19/2022
2,539,499.92
12,631,570.86 Staff Report 06/07/2022

582,500.00 $
2,674,946.50 $
‐
$

WA2143

302

AMENDMENT

921,656.19 $
‐
$

(833,000.00) $
833,000.00 $

88,656.19
833,000.00 Staff Report 05/03/2022

$
$

50,000.00 $
50,000.00 $

50,000.00 Donation Received
50,000.00 Staff Report 09/06/2022

‐
‐

$
$

990,517.00 $
990,517.00 $

990,517.00 ARPA
990,517.00 Staff Report 07/12/2022

‐
‐

$
$

170,130.00 $
170,130.00 $

170,130.00 ARPA
170,130.00 Staff Report 06/07/2022
‐
Fund Balance ‐ Land Acquisition Designation
1,367,060.00 Council authorization 08/22/22

1,367,060.00 $ (1,367,060.00) $
$ 1,367,060.00 $

‐

PROPOSED BUDGET AMENDMENT: GENERAL FUND
REF #
8

REVENUE/
EXPENSE
Revenue
Revenue

FUND

DEPT.
101
101

Expense
Expense
Expense
General Fund Balance Impact

101
101
101

OBJECT
Grant Revenue ‐ Federal

CURRENT FY2022
BUDGET
‐

1013501 Transfer out to Special Revenue
1013501 Transfer out to Utility Fund CIP
1013501 Transfer Out to Cash CIP

AMENDMENT
6,851,861

REVISED FY2022
BUDGET
6,851,861 Recognize ARPA Funding
‐

5,691,214
990,517
170,130
‐

PURPOSE

ARPA Funding to be budgeted in FY2023
ARPA Funding for WA2514 ‐ Water Looping
ARPA Funding for SP2129A ‐ Network Switches

PROPOSED BUDGET AMENDMENT: DEBT SERVICE FUND
REVENUE/
REF #
EXPENSE
9 Revenue

FUND

DEPT.
201

Expense

201

OBJECT
Property Taxes ‐ Current

2013501 Purchase Services

CURRENT FY2022
REVISED FY2022
BUDGET
AMENDMENT
BUDGET
PURPOSE
$
11,600,693 $
5,000 $
11,605,693 Capture increase Property Tax Revenue
10,000

Fund Balance Impact

5,000 $

15,000 Tax Collection Fees

‐

PROPOSED BUDGET AMENDMENT: EMPLOYEE HEALTH BENEFITS FUND
REVENUE/
REF #
EXPENSE
10 Revenue
Expense
Fund Balance Impact

FUND

DEPT.
801
801

OBJECT
Other Revenue

8013501 Benefit Payments

CURRENT FY2022
REVISED FY2022
BUDGET
AMENDMENT
BUDGET
PURPOSE
$
280,000 $
500,000 $
780,000 Capture increase Stop Loss
4,317,489

500,000 $
‐

4,817,489 Benefit Payments

CITY OF ROWLETT
COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM
AGENDA DATE: 09/20/2022

AGENDA ITEM: 3C

TITLE
Discuss a proposal to create a Lakefront Advisory Committee. (30 minutes)
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Debra Shinder, Deputy Mayor Pro Tem
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Deputy Mayor Pro Tem, Debra Shinder, has submitted a proposal to create an advisory
committee or board for Rowlett’s lakefront (Attachment One). The purpose of this agenda item is
to discuss the proposal and garner Council’s consensus as to its creation, make up and scope.
She notes that the City of Rowlett leverages boards, commissions, and committees in an advisory
capacity, to provide for citizen involvement, participation, and input concentrated in specific areas
when the City staff and/or governing body are tasked with making decisions on those matters.
The lakefront property commonly referred to as the “take area” is another of Rowlett’s important
assets. Although the City doesn’t own that property, it leases and has control and regulatory and
enforcement jurisdiction over it. The City would likewise benefit from a standing advisory
committee or board made up of those who have a special interest in and who use and are
stewards of the lakefront areas, in the same way it benefits from the advice and expertise of the
golfers who use and, in some cases, invest their personal funds into Waterview Golf Club.
STRATEGIC PRIORITY AND GOAL(S)
Strategic Priority
ENHANCE QUALITY
OF LIFE

Strategic Goal
4.1 Seek and implement opportunities to improve and expand
public access to Lake Ray Hubbard.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Rowlett is nearly surrounded by Lake Ray Hubbard. With only a few parks and boat launches, the
primary access to the lake is from property owners who sublease the take area. Currently,
approximately 180 residents are subleasing the lake, which represents 28.7% of the total 627
properties that could sublease the take area.
DISCUSSION
Mayor Pro Tem Shinder has proposed to create a Lakefront Advisory Committee or Board. She
notes that Rowlett’s motto, “On the Water, On the Move,” recognizes that Lake Ray Hubbard is

one of the City’s biggest assets. And that the lake is the reason she and many other citizens have
moved here. Those who live on the lakefront have a substantial passion and financial investments
in improving, maintaining, protecting, and preserving the lakefront.
The proposal also outlines the types of stakeholders who are invested in this type of committee
as follows:
•
•
•

•
•
•

Resident owners of single-family homes fronting the lake who have entered into a take
area sublease agreement with the City of Rowlett.
Resident owners of single‐family homes fronting the lake who are eligible to enter into a
take area sublease agreement but have chosen not to do so.
Resident owners of single‐family homes fronting the lake who are deemed ineligible to
enter into a take area sublease agreement (due to take area designation as future park
land).
Business owners who operate businesses on/adjacent to the lake shore.
Owners/management of multi-family or mixed‐use developments located on/adjacent to
the lake shore.
Users of the lake (boaters, kayakers, birders, fishers, park patrons, etc.).

The proposal recommends a committee initially composed of 5-12 members with 5-7 voting
members and 3 non-voting members as follows:
1 designated staff representative (non‐voting)
1 City Council Liaison (non‐voting)
3‐4 residential sublessees
1‐2 lakefront business owners/representatives
1 interested citizen‐at large
Finally, the proposal indicates that a standing committee could serve multiple purposes as follows:
•

•

•

Provide information, insight, and recommendations regarding how the City can best utilize,
maintain, and leverage the “lakeside advantage” and promote the benefits of lakefront
living – in both residential and commercial/retail/restaurant areas fronting the lake. This
would be similar to the way the parks board makes recommendations regarding the City’s
parks areas.
Represent and protect the rights and interests of the lakefront stakeholders and ensure
that their perspectives and opinions are heard when decisions are made that directly
impact them. This would be similar to the way the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
Commission looks out for the rights and interests of other minority groups in City decision‐
making, or the way the senior and youth advisory boards represent the interests of their
respective subsets of Rowlett’s population.
Review and provide research assistance, personal experience perspective, and citizen
input regarding proposed ordinances and policies pertaining to take areas and lakefront
development and requests for variances to take area regulations submitted to the Take
Area Appeals Board.

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS
N/A
RECOMMENDED ACTION
Provide direction to staff as to the following:
Is there consensus from Council to move forward with a proposal to create a Lakefront
Advisory Committee or Board?
If yes, is there consensus as to its composition and scope?
ATTACHMENTS
Attachment One – Lakefront Advisory Committee/Board proposal dated August 2022

Proposal: Lakefront Advisory Committee/Board
Debra Shinder, Deputy Mayor Pro Tem
August 2022

Executive Summary
The City of Rowlett leverages boards, commissions, and committees in an advisory capacity, to
provide for citizen involvement, participation, and input concentrated in specific areas when
the city staff and/or governing body are tasked with making decisions on those matters. For
example, we have a golf advisory board that makes recommendations pertaining to one of the
city’s large assets, the municipal golf course.
The lakefront property popularly referred to as the “take” or “take area” is another of Rowlett’s
important assets. Although the city doesn’t own that property, it leases and has control and
regulatory and enforcement jurisdiction over it. The city would likewise benefit from a standing
advisory committee or board made up of those who have a special interest in and who use and
are stewards of the lakefront areas, in the same way it benefits from the advice and expertise
of the golfers who use and, in some cases, invest their personal funds into Waterview Golf
Course.

Introduction and Overview
Rowlett’s motto, “on the water, on the move,” recognizes that Lake Ray Hubbard is one of the
city’s biggest assets. The lake is the reason I and many other citizens I know moved here. Those
who live on the lakefront, in particular, have substantial emotion and financial investments in
improving, maintaining, protecting, and preserving the lakefront.
The City of Dallas owns the lake and the land immediately surrounding it (the “take areas”).
Dallas leases the take areas to the City of Rowlett, and Rowlett uses some of the take areas as

park land and subleases other parts of the take to lakefront homeowners. There are also
multifamily housing developments and commercial/retail/restaurant businesses that operate
adjacent to the lakeshore.
Those who live on or operate businesses on property adjoining the lakeshore and especially
those who formally sublease the adjacent take areas have a vested interest and are directly
impacted by the city’s regulations, fees, and processes pertaining to those take areas. In the
spirit of “no regulation without representation,” and to provide the city with the benefits of the
knowledge and experience of those property owners who are intimately familiar with issues
that arise from lakefront living, this is a proposal to establish a standing committee or board
that includes representative property owners/sublessees, to advise and give input on legislation
and policies regarding the take areas and lakefront.

Governing Documents
The Interlocal Agreement (ILA) executed in January 2001 protects the interests of the cities of
Dallas and Rowlett and is governed by their respective charters, the Texas Constitution and
statutes, and other applicable state and federal laws. The residential sublease agreement
entered into by those lakefront property owners who opt to sublease the adjacent take areas
protects the interests of the city of Rowlett and to some extent, the homeowners.
The City of Rowlett is currently proposing an amendment to the Code of Ordinances, Section
77‐205, to adopt and amend regulations relating to the take area regulations and sublease
boundary delineations within the take area. In city council work session on August 2, 2022, the
council discussed the provisions of the proposed ordinance and by consensus requested that it
be brought back at a later date after obtaining input from stakeholders.

Lakefront stakeholders
Lakefront stakeholders are those who are directly affected by the regulations, processes and
fees pertaining to the take areas. Stakeholders can be categorized into several different groups:








Resident owners of single family homes fronting the lake who have entered into a take
area sublease agreement with the city of Rowlett.
Resident owners of single‐family homes fronting the lake who are eligible to enter into a
take area sublease agreement but have chosen not to do so.
Resident owners of single‐family homes fronting the lake who are deemed ineligible to
enter into a take area sublease agreement (due to take area designation as future park
land).
Business owners who operate businesses on/adjacent to the lake shore.
Owners/management of multifamily or mixed‐use developments located on/adjacent to
the lake shore.
Users of the lake (boaters, kayakers, birders, fishers, park patrons, etc.).

The lake is an asset – many would agree it’s our biggest natural asset – for our entire city. Thus,
all Rowlett citizens are secondary stakeholders. However, not all citizens are equally impacted
by council and staff decisions regarding the lakefront.
The senior advisory board is made up of citizens over the age of 60 and youth advisory council
members are high school sophomores, juniors, and seniors. This is because they best
understand the special needs and concerns of others in their own age group. Likewise, a
lakefront advisory committee should be composed of those who have daily involvement and
personal investments in the lake shore.

Lakefront advisory committee: purpose and mission
In considering the formation of a committee, the first consideration is its duration.
Ad hoc (temporary) committees can be formed for a specific, limited purpose to serve for a
specified period of time and then disbanded when no longer needed.
Standing committees are created as ongoing entities to address matters that fall under their
scope as new issues arise, rather than to focus on solving one particular problem.
A standing lakefront advisory committee or board, as proposed here, could serve multiple
purposes:


Provide information, insight, and recommendations regarding how the city can best
utilize, maintain, and leverage the “lakeside advantage” and promote the benefits of
lakefront living – in both residential and commercial/retail/restaurant areas fronting the
lake. This would be similar to the way the parks board makes recommendations
regarding the city’s parks areas.



Represent and protect the rights and interests of the lakefront stakeholders and ensure
that their perspectives and opinions are heard when decisions are made that directly
impact them. This would be similar to the way the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
Commission looks out for the rights and interests of other minority groups in city
decision‐making, or the way the senior and youth advisory boards represent the interests
of their respective subsets of Rowlett’s population.



Review and provide research assistance, personal experience perspective, and citizen
input regarding proposed ordinances and policies pertaining to take areas and lakefront
development and requests for variances to take area regulations submitted to the Take
Area Appeals Board.



Bring the city and take area sublessees together in a partnership, to foster better two‐
way communication and reduce the adversarial aspects of the existing relationship.



Encourage more investment in and private improvements to the take areas within the
parameters of the ILA, sublease agreements, governing documents, and applicable laws.

Committee Composition
In keeping with studies showing the optimum size for a committee is 5 to 12 members, this
proposal recommends a beginning committee composition as follows:
5‐7 voting members and 3 non‐voting members
1 designated staff representative(non‐voting)
1 city council liaison (non‐voting)
3‐4 residential sublessees
1‐2 lakefront business owners/representatives
1 interested citizen‐at large
The usual rules and protocols governing city board and commission membership, operation,
and restrictions would apply.
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COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM
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AGENDA ITEM: 3D

TITLE
Discuss amending the City’s current ordinance regarding Streets, Sidewalks and Other Public
Ways.
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Daniel Miller, Interim Chief of Police
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The Streets, Sidewalks and Other Public Ways ordinances were established to regulate public
rights-of-way within the City of Rowlett. The purpose of this item is to discuss amending the
current regulations in order to protect and improve pedestrian and traffic safety and reduce traffic
congestion.
STRATEGIC PRIORITY AND GOAL(S)
Strategic Priority

ENSURE A SAFE
COMMUNITY

Strategic Goal

2.2 Provide proactive, community-based police services.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The City of Rowlett has experienced tremendous growth, which has resulted in increased traffic
congestion in recent years. In addition to I-30 and the President George Bush Turnpike, Lakeview
Pkwy (SH 66), Miller Road, Rowlett Road, and Dalrock Road are the major north/south and
east/west corridors through the City. According to a City of Rowlett 2021 Traffic Study, in a 24hour period, 42,000 motorists traveled on Lakeview Parkway, 13,200 on Miller Road, 24,000 on
Rowlett Road and 22,000 on Dalrock Road.
With the growing number of motorists traveling through the City on a daily basis, it is becoming
critical to minimize traffic congestion and hazards to pedestrians and motorists. Roadways and
roadway medians are becoming more commonly occupied by pedestrians as well as charitable
organizations soliciting motorists for donations from within the medians and roadways.
Organizations ranging from youth events, Shriners, Firefighters (Fill the Boot campaign),
panhandlers and loitering pedestrians have all been observed soliciting motorists from the
roadways and medians at major high-traffic intersections. Pedestrians walking in the roadway to
solicit motorists and occupying medians, for any other purpose than to safely cross the street,
places pedestrians in danger of being struck by a vehicle as well as causing an increase in traffic
congestion as they block traffic and distract motorists. Section 552.007 of the Texas
Transportation Code, Solicitation By Pedestrians, allows pedestrians to solicit a charitable
contribution from the roadway if the pedestrians are authorized to do so by the City. This provision
is for charitable organizations as defined by the standards of the United States Internal Revenue

Service, and other requirements, listed in section 552.0071 of the Texas Transportation Code,
Local Authorization for Solicitation by Pedestrian, are met.
A recent review of crash data for the City of Rowlett from January 2020 until April 2022 has
identified significant safety concerns related to pedestrians on or near roadways within the City of
Rowlett. Crash data revealed that, of the 1,368 crash reports, thirty-three accidents resulted in a
vehicle colliding with a median of a roadway; however, none of these accidents has yet resulted
in a vehicle colliding with a pedestrian occupying the median. This review only included accident
data occurring within the City of Rowlett and excluded accidents on I-30 and President George
Bush Turnpike. This data illustrates the potential hazards to pedestrians that occupy the medians
for extended periods of time and justifies placing reasonable limitations on this activity.
DISCUSSION
As stated, pedestrians occupying medians and soliciting motorists from the roadway affect the
safe and efficient use of our streets and rights-of-way and supports amending the Streets,
Sidewalks and Other Public Ways ordinances. The amendment would add, delete and modify
definitions, and prohibit certain activities in an effort to reduce traffic congestion and improve traffic
safety for the pedestrians and motorists. The recommended changes are elaborated below in
bold:
1. Section 54-111. Definitions. This section is proposed to be modified to clearly define center
median or median, container box, periodical and solicit.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have
the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly
indicates a different meaning:
Center median or Median means any area in a public right-of-way separating
lanes of opposing traffic, designed to provide a barrier to keep traffic within the
main-travelled portions of the street. The phrase includes the area between
opposing service roads of state and interstate highways and toll roads.
Container box means a receptacle or container used for holding or placing
periodicals for sale, offered for sale, or for which no fee is charged.
...
Periodical means a publication intended for general circulation, and is
inclusive of items such as newspapers, periodicals, pamphlets, fliers and
brochures.
...

Solicit means: 1) to make a request or plea seeking a donation or
contribution or to accept a donation or contribution; 2) to promote a cause; 3) to
distribute a periodical; or, 4) to offer the sale of goods or services.
. . .”
2. Section 54-112. Size and Appearance Requirements; Defenses. This section is proposed to
be modified to eliminate “commercial” from (b)(3) to comply with federal law. The excerpt of this
modification is highlighted in bold below:
(a)

(b)

Size. No container box shall exceed the dimensions, including the coin box, of 24
inches in width, 18 inches in depth, and 50 inches in height, nor which shall exceed,
in the aggregate, 150 pounds when empty, including materials authorized in section
54-114.
Appearance. The following shall apply to all container boxes:
(1) No container box shall be constructed of a material other than a metal frame
structure, except as provided in section 54-114.
(2) No container box shall be painted or otherwise colored, including lettering
thereon, with more than two colors with any design or pattern other than that
used for lettering or the official logo of the periodical, if any. The limitation
regarding use of colors, and design or pattern shall not apply to the following:
a.
Instructions used to inform purchasers or patrons about the use of the
box;
b.
Advertisements permitted in subsection (b)(3) of this section; and
c.
Information required to be affixed to a container box, pursuant to the
terms of subsection (b)(5) of this section.
(3) No container box shall be used for advertising signs or publicity
purposes other than that dealing with the display, sale or purchase of the
periodical sold or distributed therein.
(4) Each container box shall be maintained in a clean and neat condition and in
good repair at all times.
(5) Every person who places or maintains a container box shall have his name,
address and telephone number affixed thereto in a place where such
information may easily be seen.”

3. Section 54-116. Occupancy of Roadways and Medians; This section is proposed to be modified
to use language that has been reviewed and validated by federal cases, to add a new Section 54116, to read in its entirety.
Sec. 54-116. – Occupancy of roadways and medians.
(a) No person who is within a public roadway may solicit or sell or distribute any
material to the occupant of any motor vehicle stopped on a public roadway in
obedience to a traffic control signal light. It is specifically provided, however,
that a person, other than a person twelve years of age or younger, may solicit
or sell or distribute material to the occupant of a motor vehicle on a public

roadway so long as he or she remains on the surrounding sidewalks and
unpaved shoulders, and not in or on the roadway itself, including the medians
and islands.
(b)

No person shall remain or occupy the center median of a public street, other
than for the purpose of crossing the street while in a crosswalk.”

4. Sections 5 through 9 are proposed to provide standard language that includes a repealing
clause, a savings clause, a severability clause, a penalty of fine not to exceed the sum of five
hundred dollars ($500.00) for each offense, and an effective date.
SECTION 5: That all ordinances of the City of Rowlett, Texas, in conflict with the
provisions of this ordinance be and the same are hereby repealed and all other
ordinances of the City not in conflict with the provisions of the ordinance shall remain
in full force and effect.
SECTION 6: That an offense committed before the effective date of this ordinance
is governed by the prior law and the provisions of the Code of Ordinances, as
amended, in effect when the offense was committed, and the former law is
continued in effect for this purpose.
SECTION 7: That should any section, paragraph, sentence, subdivision, clause,
phrase or provision of this ordinance be adjudged or held to be unconstitutional,
illegal, or invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of this ordinance as a whole
or any part or provision hereof other than the part so decided to be unconstitutional,
illegal, or invalid and shall not affect the validity of the remainder of this ordinance
or any other provision of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Rowlett.
SECTION 8: That any person, firm or corporation violating any of the provisions or
terms of this ordinance or the codes adopted hereby, as same may be amended, shall
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and subject to a penalty as provided for in this
ordinance, and upon conviction shall be punished by a fine not to exceed the sum of
Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for each offense.
SECTION 9: That this ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its passage and
adoption and the publication of the caption as the law and charter in such cases
provide.
FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS
N/A
RECOMMENDED ACTION
The purpose of this item was to present the current ordinance regarding the Streets, Sidewalks
and Other Public Ways and to discuss traffic safety and congestion. The City Council has three

options: 1) not make any changes, 2) approve the language as suggested by staff, or 3) evaluate
revisions to the ordinance and make pertinent changes.
ATTACHMENTS
Attachment 1 – Current Ordinance Chapter 54 Streets, Sidewalks and Other Public Ways
Attachment 2 – Proposed Ordinance Chapter 54 Streets, Sidewalks and Other Public Ways

PART II - CODE OF ORDINANCES
Chapter 54 STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC WAYS

Chapter 54 STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC WAYS1
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL
Secs. 54-1—54-30. Reserved.

ARTICLE II. STREETS AND RIGHTS-OF-WAY
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY
Secs. 54-31—54-50. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. EXCAVATIONS

1

Charter reference(s)—Streets, §§ 3.11, 3.12.

Cross reference(s)—Any ordinance dedicating establishing, naming, locating, relocating, opening, paving, widening,
repairing or vacating any street or public way saved from repeal, § 1-9(a)(5); any ordinance prescribing
through streets, parking and traffic regulations, speed limits, one-way traffic, limitations on load of vehicles
or loading zones saved from repeal, § 1-9(a)(8); any ordinance establishing and prescribing the street grades
of any street saved from repeal, § 1-9(a)(10); any ordinance providing for local improvements and
assessments for such improvements saved from repeal, § 1-9(a)(11); any ordinance authorizing street
maintenance agreements saved from repeal, § 1-9(a)(17); any ordinance establishing specifications or
requirements for streets, utilities or drainage, etc. saved from repeal, § 1-9(a)(22); street department, § 2421 et seq.; peddlers and solicitors, § 10-231 et seq.; environment, ch. 22; smoking prohibited in certain
public areas, § 22-242; parks and recreation, ch. 42; public improvements, ch. 46; telecommunications, ch.
62; traffic and vehicles, ch. 66; utilities, ch. 70; vehicles for hire, ch. 74; buildings and building regulations, ch.
78; moving buildings and other structures, § 78-261 et seq.; floods, ch. 82; manufactured homes and parks,
ch. 86; distance across streets, § 86-75; distance from public streets, § 86-76; requirements for streets in
manufactured home parks, § 86-86; stormwater management, ch. 90; subdivisions, ch. 94; street signs in
subdivisions, § 94-72; required improvements and design standards for streets in subdivisions, § 94-181;
required improvements of streetlights in subdivisions, § 94-212; street and alley improvements, § 94-213;
private street regulations in subdivisions, § 94-281 et seq.; vegetation, ch. 98; zoning, ch. 102; franchises,
app. B; general construction specifications, pt. III; construction within rights-of-way of highways, county
roadways, city streets and railroads, pt. III, § R; street, alleys and utilities standards, pt. III, § SAU; street, road
and drainage construction, pt. III, § SR; comprehensive plan, pt. IV; thoroughfare plan, pt. V.
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Sec. 54-51. Policy against cutting streets.
The city council hereby establishes a policy against the cutting of the surface of any public street for any
reason, including such excavation for the purpose of laying utilities under such streets and to require all such
crossings to be accomplished wherever possible by tunneling under the street surface.
(Code 1982, § 3-6-2)

Sec. 54-52. Permit required.
It shall be unlawful for any person to cut, dig, make any excavation in, tunnel under or place any
embankment in or on any public street, alley or public easement within the corporate limits of the city without
first obtaining a written permit from the city.
(Code 1982, § 3-6-2(A))

Sec. 54-53. Tunneling under rather than cutting across.
The director of public works or such other officer designated by the city council to issue such permit shall,
whenever possible, require the crossing of any public street to be done by tunneling rather than cutting through
the surface of the street. Where such a permit is issued in such a way as to allow the cutting of the surface of any
street, alley or public easement, such permit shall require that the persons making such cut across the surface of
such way to return the earth and ram and puddle the same to a firm and solid bearing and in such a manner as will
entirely prevent the settling of such earth, and to relay the paving, macadamizing, gravel or other surface, in a
skillful and permanent manner and in every case in accordance with the "Typical Street Cut Repair Standards"
which are on file in the office of the city secretary and further to the satisfaction of the director of public works or
other persons so designated by the city council. A failure to comply with the requirements of such a condition shall
constitute an offense and a violation of this division, and each and every day such failure continues shall constitute
a separate offense.
(Code 1982, § 3-6-2(B))

Sec. 54-54. Permit fee.
Whenever any person desires to make such excavation or embankment in any public street, alley or public
easement within the city, he shall make application to the city for such permit, which permit shall be issued upon
the payment of a fee established by resolution of the city council; provided, however, that any public utility
company holding a valid franchise agreement from the city shall not be required to pay such fee, nor will such valid
franchise holders be required to obtain a permit under the provisions of this division in connection with the
erecting of utility poles, towers and fixtures.
(Code 1982, § 3-6-2(C); Ord. No. 016-07, § 1, 6-5-2007)

Sec. 54-55. Guarding.
It shall be unlawful for any person to make any excavation of whatever kind within or along or near any
public street, sidewalk, alley or highway within the city without placing proper guardrails and signal lights or other
warnings, at, in or around the same, sufficient to warn the public of such excavation and to protect all persons
using reasonable care from accident on account of the same.
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(Code 1982, § 3-6-2(D))

Sec. 54-56. Applicability of division provisions.
The provisions of this division shall apply to all persons making such excavations whether they be
contractors, supervisors, managers, agents, employees, or otherwise.
(Code 1982, § 3-6-2(E))

Secs. 54-57—54-80. Reserved.

DIVISION 3. NAMING AND NUMBERING2
Sec. 54-81. Procedures for changing name of existing street.
(a)

The city council may change the name of an existing street if it determines that it is in the best interest of the
public health, safety and welfare.

(b)

A request to change the name of an existing street must be submitted to the city fire marshal.

(c)

A request to change the name of an existing street must be submitted on the application form provided by
and available at the office of the fire marshal.

(d)

Applications for street name changes shall be reviewed by the city plan review committee for compliance
with city street naming standards contained in chapter 94 (subdivisions) of this Code.

(e)

Applications approved by the plan review committee as meeting the standards contained in chapter 94
(subdivisions) of this Code shall be forwarded to the city council for consideration.

(Ord. No. 3-20-01C, § 1, 3-20-2001)

Sec. 54-82. Street numbering map.
(a)

The grid map on file in the office of the city secretary, and entitled "City of Rowlett Building Numbering
System Map," is hereby adopted as the official street numbering map of the city and the street numbering
system set forth thereon is hereby adopted as the official street numbering system for the city.

(b)

Due to the size of the map it is hereby directed that it be kept in the office of the city secretary as a part of
the official records of that office.

(Code 1982, § 3-6-3)

Secs. 54-83—54-90. Reserved.

2

Cross reference(s)—Buildings and building regulations, ch. 78.
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PART II - CODE OF ORDINANCES
Chapter 54 - STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC WAYS
ARTICLE II. - STREETS AND RIGHTS-OF-WAY
DIVISION 4. MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR

DIVISION 4. MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR3
Sec. 54-91. Maintenance and repair of sidewalks and driveways to be carried out by abutting
property owners; notice to repair unsafe property; failure to comply with notice.
When a sidewalk, driveway or appurtenance thereto becomes defective, unsafe or hazardous, or requires
any maintenance or upkeep, it shall be the duty of the owner of the abutting property to reconstruct, repair and
maintain the same and the expense of such work shall be borne by the abutting property owner. When a sidewalk,
driveway, or appurtenance thereto is found to be defective, unsafe or hazardous, the owner of the abutting
property shall cause the sidewalk, driveway, or appurtenance to be reconstructed or repaired. Any owner who fails
to reconstruct or repair such defective, unsafe or hazardous condition within 30 days from the date of written
notice from the city, or any owner who shall fail to begin such construction or repair within 15 days from the date
of such notice, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
(Ord. No. 9-7-82C, § 1, 9-7-1982; Ord. No. 016-10, § 1, 7-2-2010)

Sec. 54-92. Liability of abutting property owners for injuries caused by defective sidewalks.
The abutting property owner or person enjoying the use of any property abutting on a sidewalk that has
become defective and has resulted in causing damage or injury as a result of such defective condition shall be
primarily liable in damages for any loss or damage sustained as a result of such defective condition. The city shall
not be held as assuming any such liability by reason of inspection or disapproval of any access, facility, surfacing or
appurtenance not made in accordance with the standards and specifications of the city.
(Ord. No. 9-7-82C, § 2, 9-7-1982)

Sec. 54-93. Liability of persons making special use of sidewalks.
It shall be the duty of any property owner, landlord, tenant, lessee, sublessee, person, firm or corporation
making special use of any sidewalk for the purpose of ingress or egress, for loading elevators, downspout drains or
any other special use of whatever kind or character whether recited herein or not, to keep such sidewalk, parkway
and driveway abutting such property in a good and safe condition and free from any defects or hazards of
whatsoever kind and character. Such special user shall be liable in damages for any loss or damage sustained as a
result of any defective condition of the sidewalk, driveway, loading elevator, downspout drain or any other special
use or facility of whatever kind or character.
(Ord. No. 9-7-82C, § 3, 9-7-1982)

Secs. 54-94—54-110. Reserved.

3

Editor's note(s)—Ord. No. 9-7-82C, §§ 1—3, adopted Sept. 7, 1982, set out provisions that did not specifically
amend the Code. At the editor's discretion, these provisions have been included as §§ 54-91—54-93.
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PART II - CODE OF ORDINANCES
Chapter 54 - STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC WAYS
ARTICLE III. OBSTRUCTING

ARTICLE III. OBSTRUCTING
Sec. 54-111. Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed to them
in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:
Commercial periodical means a publication intended for general circulation, and containing advertising and
commercial data. This definition does not include newspapers of general circulation containing news of current
events and general interest.
Container box means a receptacle or container used for holding or placing a commercial periodical for sale,
offered for sale, or for which no fee is charged.
Person means any natural person, association of natural persons, trustee, receiver, partnership, firm,
corporation, organization, or the manager, agent, servant or employee including, but not limited to, independent
contractors of any of them.
Public place means any publicly owned property dedicated for public purposes other than streets and rightsof-way.
Right-of-way means any publicly owned property dedicated for pedestrian or vehicular passage, which is
used for public transportation purposes, public utility purposes or other government use including, but not limited
to, sidewalks, curbs, streets, paved or unpaved spaces, and spaces improved with lawn.
Sidewalk means that portion of a right-of-way between the curblines, or lateral lines of a roadway, and the
adjacent property lines intended for the use of pedestrians.
Street means that portion of a right-of-way improved, designed or ordinarily used for vehicular travel,
exclusive of the berm or shoulder, including alleys.
(Code 1982, § 6-16-1)
Cross reference(s)—Definitions generally, § 1-2.

Sec. 54-112. Size and appearance requirements.
(a)

Size. No container box shall exceed the dimensions, including the coin box, of 24 inches in width, 18 inches in
depth, and 50 inches in height, nor which shall exceed, in the aggregate, 150 pounds when empty, including
materials authorized in section 54-114.

(b)

Appearance. The following shall apply to all container boxes:
(1)

No container box shall be constructed of a material other than a metal frame structure, except as
provided in section 54-114.

(2)

No container box shall be painted or otherwise colored, including lettering thereon, with more than
two colors with any design or pattern other than that used for lettering or the official logo of the
commercial periodical, if any. The limitation regarding use of colors, and design or pattern shall not
apply to the following:
a.

Instructions used to inform purchasers or patrons about the use of the box;
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b.

Advertisements permitted in subsection (b)(3) of this section; and

c.

Information required to be affixed to a container box, pursuant to the terms of subsection (b)(5)
of this section.

(3)

No container box shall be used for advertising signs or publicity purposes other than that dealing with
the display, sale or purchase of the commercial periodical sold therein.

(4)

Each container box shall be maintained in a clean and neat condition and in good repair at all times.

(5)

Every person who places or maintains a container box shall have his name, address and telephone
number affixed thereto in a place where such information may easily be seen.

(Code 1982, § 6-16-2)

Sec. 54-113. Location requirements.
(a)

Placement of boxes projecting into streets. No person shall install, place, use or maintain any container box
which projects onto, into, or over any part of any city street or which rests, wholly or in part, upon, along or
over any portion of a city street.

(b)

Placement of boxes on sidewalks or parkways endangering public. No person shall install, place, or maintain
any container box which in whole or in part rests upon, in, or over any sidewalk, when such installation,
placement, maintenance, or the use thereof endangers the safety of persons or property, or when such site
or location is used for public utility purposes, public transportation purposes or other government use, or
when such container box unreasonably interferes with or impedes the flow of pedestrian or vehicular traffic,
the ingress into or egress from any residence, place of business, or any legally parked or stopped vehicle, or
the use of poles, posts, traffic signs or signals, hydrants, mailboxes, or other objects permitted at or near
such location.

(c)

Location restrictions. No container box shall be installed, placed, used or maintained:
(1)

Within two feet of the edge of any street.

(2)

Within three feet of any fire hydrant, fire call box, police call box or other emergency facility.

(3)

Within three feet of any driveway.

(4)

At any location whereby the clear space for the passageway of pedestrians is reduced to less than
three feet.

(Code 1982, § 6-16-3)

Sec. 54-114. Methods of securing container boxes.
Container boxes may be secured only through the use of concrete blocks, or other similar material or
substance used for increasing weight, preferably concealed within the container boxes, or by chaining one
container box to another. No container box shall be chained, bolted, or otherwise attached to any property not
owned by the owner of the container box, or to any permanently fixed object without the consent of the owner.
(Code 1982, § 6-16-4)
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Sec. 54-115. Removal; relocation of container boxes; notices given pursuant to this section.
(a)

Removal or relocation of container boxes. Any container box installed, placed, used or maintained in such a
manner as to create an imminent danger or hazard to the safety of persons or property may be summarily
moved and relocated by the code enforcement officer of the city in such a manner as to correct the
dangerous or hazardous condition. The code enforcement officer shall thereupon immediately take steps to
notify, in writing, the person who installed, placed or maintains the container box of the fact of its changed
position. The person shall have ten days from receipt of the city's notice of the changed position of the
container box to file with the office of the city manager, a written request that a hearing be held before the
city council regarding the placement and the changed position of the container box. The date of filing shall
be deemed to be the date the written notice is received by the office of the city manager. Within seven days
of receipt of such timely filed written request by the office of the city manager, a hearing shall be held before
the city council on the next regular council meeting, after allowing for proper public notice.

(b)

Notices. Notice required pursuant to the provisions of this section shall be given by certified mail, return
receipt requested, as follows:
(1)

To the city:
City Manager, City of Rowlett
P.O. Box 99
Rowlett, Texas 75030-0099

(2)

By the city: Addressed to the name and address stated on the container box, pursuant to section 54112(b)(5). If no address is shown, then to the representative of the commercial periodical.

(Code 1982, § 6-16-5)

Secs. 54-116—54-150. Reserved.

ARTICLE IV. MANAGEMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHTS-OF-WAY
Sec. 54-151. Definitions.
For the purpose of this article, the following words shall be defined herein below:
City means the City of Rowlett, Texas, or its designated agent of the city.
Construction means any work performed above the surface, on the surface or beneath the surface of a public
rights-of-way, including, but not limited to, installing, servicing, repairing, upgrading, or modifying any facility(s) in,
above or under the surface of the public rights-of-way, and restoring the surface and subsurface of the public
rights-of-way, subject to the provisions of this Code. "Construction" does not include the installation of facilities
necessary to initiate service to a customer's property, or the repair or maintenance of existing facilities unless such
installation, repair or maintenance requires the breaking of pavement, excavation or boring within the public
rights-of-way boundaries.
Construction security means any of the following forms of security provided at the owner's option:
(1)

Individual project or performance bond;

(2)

Cash deposit;

(3)

Security of a form listed or approved under state statutes;
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(4)

Letter of credit, in a form acceptable by city.

Construction permit means the permit that, pursuant to this article, must be obtained before an owner may
construct facilities in, on, above or under public rights-of-way. A construction permit allows the holder to construct
facilities in that part of the public rights-of-way described in such permit.
Department means the department of public works for the city.
Director means the director of the public works of the city or designee.
Emergency means a condition that (1) poses any danger to life or health, or loss of property; or (2) requires
immediate repair or replacement of facilities in order to restore service to a customer.
Facility or facilities shall include, but not be limited to, any and all cables, pipelines, splice boxes, tracks,
tunnels, utilities, vaults, and other appurtenances or tangible things owned, leased, operated, or licensed by an
owner or owners, that are located or are proposed to be located in, on, above or under the public rights-of-way.
Municipal authorization means the individual grant to use the public rights-of-way issued by the city and
accepted by the individual owners in accordance with the ordinances of the city, a franchise agreement, a license,
or under operation of state law which provides a specific grant of authority to use the public rights-of-way.
Network node means equipment at a fixed location that enables wireless communications between user
equipment and a communication network.
Network provider means a wireless service provider, or a person that does not provide wireless services and
that is not an electric utility but builds or installs, on behalf of a wireless service provider, network nodes or node
support poles or any other structure that supports or is capable of supporting a network node.
Owner means any person who owns any facility or facilities that are or are proposed to be installed or
maintained in, on, above or under the v rights-of-way. Included within this definition is the owner's contractor,
subcontractor, agent or authorized representative.
Permit or permit to construct means a permit to perform construction in accordance with this article.
Person means any natural or corporate person, business association or other business entity including, but
not limited to, a partnership, a sole proprietorship, a political subdivision, a public or private agency of any kind, a
utility, a successor or assign of any of the foregoing, or any other legal entity, but excluding the city.
Provider means a person, including any certificated telecommunications utility and excluding network
providers, as defined herein, that delivers telecommunications service within the city to person(s) by way of a
network and that places facilities in, on or over the public rights-of-way. A provider does not include persons who
are authorized by the city to occupy the public rights-of-way in specifically approved routes within the city, unless
they also have a municipal consent under this chapter. To the extent allowed by law, provider also means a person
that does not deliver telecommunications service within the city, but who uses, constructs or maintains facilities or
transmission media within the public rights-of-way.
Public rights-of-way means the area of land within the city that is acquired by, dedicated to, or claimed by
the city in fee simple, by easement, or by prescriptive right and that is expressly or impliedly accepted or used in
fact or by operation of law as a public roadway, highway, street, sidewalk, alley, or utility access easement. The
term includes the area on, below, and above the surface of the public rights-of-way. The term applies regardless of
whether the public rights-of-way is paved or unpaved. The term does not include airwaves above the public rightsof-way with regard to wireless telecommunications nor does the term include any private property or private
easement in, or, across or under which an owner has allowed the city or another owner to install or maintain any
facilities.
Restore or restoration means the process by which public rights-of-way are returned to a condition that is at
least equal to than the condition that existed before construction.
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Transport facility means each transmission path physically within a public right-of-way, extending with a
physical line from a network node directly to the network, for the purpose of providing backhaul for network
nodes.
Wireless service means any service, using licensed or unlicensed wireless spectrum, including the use of wi-fi,
whether at a fixed location or mobile, provided to the public using a network node.
Wireless service provider means a person that provides wireless service to the public.
(Ord. No. 21-05, § 1(15.1101), 5-4-2005; Ord. No. 036-17, § 1, 8-29-2017)

Sec. 54-152. Right-of-way occupancy.
(a)

Any person prior to constructing facilities in, on or over the public rights-of-way, must first obtain separate
municipal authorization.

(b)

This article does not constitute or create authority to place, reconstruct, or alter facilities in, on or over the
public rights-of-way nor to engage in construction, excavation, encroachments, or work activity within or
upon any public rights-of-way, and said authority must be obtained in accordance with the terms of this
article.

(c)

Any person with a current, unexpired franchise, municipal authorization, license or other authorization from
the city (grant) or state to use the public right-of-way that is in effect at the time this article takes effect, shall
continue to operate under and comply with that municipal authorization, and in the event this article
conflicts with the terms of such municipal authorization, the more restrictive provision shall apply unless
otherwise provided by the terms of a municipal authorization. To the extent that the provisions can be
reconciled, both the franchise/grant and this article shall be given effect, provided, however, that if the
terms of a municipal authorization provide for the means of reconciling any conflict between the terms of
such municipal authorization and the terms of this article then the provisions of the municipal authorization
shall control.

(Ord. No. 21-05, § 1(15.1102), 5-4-2005)

Sec. 54-153. Registration.
In order to protect the public health, safety and welfare, all owners of facilities in the public rights-of-way will
register with the city. Registration and permits will be issued in the name of the person who will own the facilities.
Registration must be renewed on or before January 31 of each year. For owners with a current municipal
authorization as of the effective date of this article, such municipal authorization shall be evidence of renewal of
registration. The city shall provide written notification of this renewal requirement. If a registration is not renewed,
subject to 60 calendar days notification to the owner, the facilities of the owner other than those facilities
installed, owned, operated or maintained by an owner under the terms and conditions of a municipal
authorization will be deemed to have been abandoned. When any information provided for the registration
changes, the owner will inform the city of the change no more than 30 days after the date the change is made.
Registration shall include:
(1)

The name, address(es) and telephone number(s) of the owner;

(2)

The names, address(es) and telephone number(s) of the contact person(s) for the owner;

(3)

The name(s), address(es) and telephone number(s) of any contractor(s) or subcontractor(s) who will be
working in the public rights-of-way on behalf of the owner. If the names of contractors and
subcontractors are not available at the time of permit application, they must be submitted to the city
prior to permit issuance. Pre-submittal of an approved "annual contractor list" is also acceptable;
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(4)

The name(s) and telephone number(s) of an emergency contact who shall be available 24 hours a day;

(5)

The source of the owner's municipal authorization (e.g., franchise, state law, etc.). If the owner is a
certificated telecommunications provider, the certificate number issued by the Texas Public Utility
Commission;

(6)

The owner shall submit two year projections of their plans for the construction of facilities in the city at
the time of registration renewal; and

(7)

Registration shall be a prerequisite to issuance of a construction permit. Each owner shall update and
keep current its registration with the city at all times.

(Ord. No. 21-05, § 1(15.1103), 5-4-2005)

Sec. 54-154. Construction permits.
(a)

General.
(1)

No owner shall perform any construction in, on, above or under the public rights-of-way without first
obtaining a construction permit. Permit applications are required for construction of new, replacement
or upgrades of the facilities in the public rights-of-way whether aerial or underground.

(2)

An annual permit may be issued to owners for routine typical work required for customer service.
Submittal of notification information in a form authorized by the city shall be required under the
annual permit. Such notification shall reference the annual permit and contain the construction
location, time of start and finish, and contractor identification. An annual roster of approved
contractors may also be submitted for reference in annual permit construction notification.

(3)

No owner shall perform any construction in, on, above or under public rights-of-way within a flood
plain without first obtaining a flood plain construction permit, except as otherwise provided herein.
Permit applications are required for construction of new, replacement or upgrades of the facilities
within public rights-of-way located in the flood plain whether aerial or underground. Such flood plain
construction permit shall be in addition to any right-of-way construction permit.

(4)

Emergency responses related to existing facilities may be undertaken without first obtaining a permit;
however, the department shall be notified in writing within two business days of any construction
related to an emergency response; including a reasonably detailed description of the work performed
in the public rights-of-way. An updated map of any facilities that were relocated, if applicable, shall be
provided within 90 days.

(5)

All construction in the public rights-of-way shall be in accordance with the permit for the facilities
provided, however, that any applicable federal or state law requirements which govern the
construction of particular facilities shall control to the extent any terms or conditions of a construction
permit are inconsistent herewith. The director shall be provided access to the work and to such further
information as he or she may reasonably require to ensure compliance with the permit.

(6)

Unless approved by the city engineer or in case of emergency, the owner or contractor shall not close
any traffic lanes or otherwise impede rush hour traffic on major thoroughfares during the morning or
evening rush hours on weekdays during the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. or 4:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Any closure of a traffic lane for more than four hours during any non-peak traffic period shall also
require a permit, unless waived by the director. All lane closures shall comply with the Texas Manual
on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways.

(7)

A copy of the permit and approved engineering plans shall be maintained at the construction site and
made available for inspection by the director at all times when construction work is occurring.
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(8)

All construction work authorized by permit must be completed in the time specified in the construction
permit. If the work cannot be completed in the specified time periods, the owner may request an
extension of the time period from the director. The director will use best efforts to approve or
disapprove a request for permit as soon as possible. If the request for the extension is made prior to
the expiration of the permit, work may continue while the request is pending.

(9)

Construction area. No owner or contractor shall perform construction, excavation, or work in an area
larger or at a location different than that specified in the permit or permit application. If, after
construction, is commenced under an approved permit, it becomes necessary to perform construction
in a larger or different area than originally requested under the application, the owner or contractor
shall notify the director immediately and, within 48 hours, shall file a supplementary application for the
additional construction.

(10) A copy of any permit or approval issued by federal or state authorities for work in federal or state rightof-way located in the city shall be provided, if requested by the department.
(b)

Permit application.
(1)

The permit shall state to whom it is issued, location of work, location of facilities, dates and times work
is to take place and any other conditions set out by the director. Permit shall expire within 90 calendar
days after issuance if the owner fails to commence work pursuant to the permit during that period in
which event the owner will be required to obtain another permit. A permit is non-transferable.

(2)

The permit will be in the name of the person who will own the facilities to be constructed. The permit
application must be completed and signed by a representative of the owner of the facilities to be
constructed.

(3)

Any person requesting a permit will provide the director with documentation in the format specified by
the department, at the time of permit submittal describing and containing:
a.

The proposed location and route of all facilities to be constructed or installed and the owner's
plan for public rights-of-way construction.

b.

Two sets of engineering plans, including plan and profile, which will be on a reasonable scale,
acceptable to the department, unless waived by the director. When required by the Texas
Engineering Practice Act, as amended, the plans must be sealed by a professional engineer
licensed to practice in the state.

c.

The location of all public rights-of-way and common utility easements that owner plans to use.

d.

The existing utilities located in the public rights-of-way, including the city owned utilities as may
be known by owner, in relationship to owner's proposed route as known.

e.

Detail of what owner proposes to construct including typical: size of facilities; materials used,
such as pipe size, number of ducts, valves; etc.

f.

The plans to remove and replace asphalt or concrete in streets in accordance with the general
construction specifications.

g.

Drawings of any bores, trenches, handholes, manholes, switch gear, transformers, pedestals,
equipment, etc. including depth located in public right-of-way.

h.

Typical details of manholes and/or handholes owner plans to use or access.

i.

Complete legend of drawings submitted by owner, which may be provided by reference to
previously submitted documents acceptable to the city.
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j.

The construction methods to be employed for the protection of existing structures, fixtures, and
facilities within or adjacent to the public rights-of-way, and the dates and times work will occur,
all of which (methods, dates, times, etc.) are subject to approval of the director.

k.

Proof of insurance and bonds as required by section 54-165.

(4)

A request for a permit must be submitted at least ten business days before the proposed
commencement of work identified in the request, unless waived by the director.

(5)

Requests for permits will be approved or disapproved by the director within a reasonable time of
receiving all the necessary information. The director will use best efforts to approve or disapprove a
request for permit as soon as possible. The director will consider all information submitted by the
applicant including a review of the availability of space in the public rights-of-way based on the
applicant's proposed route and location. The director will provide a written notification of denial for
rejected permits.

(6)

The department or the owner can request a pre-construction meeting with the construction
contractor.

(Ord. No. 21-05, § 1(15.1104), 5-4-2005)

Sec. 54-155. Construction standards.
(a)

All construction shall be in conformance with all city codes and applicable local, state and federal laws at
time of permit issuance.

(b)

The department must be notified 24 hours in advance that construction is ready to proceed by the owner. At
the time of notification, the owner will inform the department of the number (or other information) assigned
from the appropriate one-call notification center. "Notification center" means the same as in Texas Civil
Statutes, Article 9033, or its successor. The name, address and phone numbers of the contractor or
subcontractor who will perform the actual construction, including the name and telephone number of an
individual with the contractor who will be available at all times during construction. Such information shall
be required prior to the commencement of any work.

(c)

Public notification of work to be performed.
(1)

For any closure of a traffic lane or blocking of a sidewalk or alley lasting six days or less, the permittee
shall conspicuously mark its vehicles with the permittee's or contractor's name and telephone number.

(2)

For projects scheduled to last more than six calendar days a three feet by three feet informational sign
stating the identity of the person doing the work, a local telephone number and owner's identity shall
be placed at the location where construction is to occur prior to the beginning of work in the public
rights-of-way and shall continue to be placed at the location during the entire time the work is
occurring. The informational sign will be posted on public right-of-way 100 feet before the construction
location commences, unless other posting arrangements are approved or required by the director.

(3)

When projects last more than two calendar days, the owner shall also provide written notification to all
adjacent property occupants prior to the beginning of construction. Informational fliers shall include
identity of the person doing the work, a local telephone number, owner's identity, and proposed
schedule.

(4)

Projects in public easements on private property, or in rights-of-way adjacent to private property that
is likely to be disturbed, require notification by flier as in (3) above.
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(d)

Approved erosion control measures and advance warning signs, markers, cones and barricades must be in
place before construction begins. Advance warning must comply with the Texas Manual on Uniform Traffic
Control Devices.

(e)

Lane closures on major thoroughfares will be limited to one lane between 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. unless the
director grants prior approval or in case of emergency. Arrow boards will be required for lane closures on all
arterials and collectors, with all barricades, advanced warning signs and 36-inch reflector cones placed
according to the Texas Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.

(f)

Without affecting the legal relationship between the owner and their contractor, owners are responsible for
any damages by their contractors or subcontractors. A responsible representative of the owner will be
reasonably available to the department at all times during construction.

(g)

Owner shall be responsible for storm water management, dust control, erosion control, employee sanitation
and excavation safety measures that comply with city, state and federal guidelines effective at time of permit
issuance. Requirements shall include, but not be limited to, construction fencing around any excavation that
will be left overnight, silt fencing in erosion areas until reasonable vegetation is established, barricade
fencing around open holes, and high erosion areas will require wire backed silt fencing, and placement and
maintenance of portable toilets. Upon request, owner may be required to furnish documentation submitted
or received from federal or state government relative to a storm water pollution prevention plan as
applicable.

(h)

Owner will notify the department immediately of any damage to other utilities within public rights-of-way.

(i)

No open trench or cut shall be permitted in an alley or street with a pavement condition index (PCI) greater
than 85 unless in the case of emergency. Such open cuts in pavements with PCI>85 shall be considered to
deplete the useful life of that segment of pavement, causing owner to replace the pavement fill width and
length of the entire disturbed or cut panel (limits identified by nearest existing sawed control joint or
construction joint). Pavements with PCI<86 may be permitted to be open cut. Repair of all street and
sidewalk removals must be made promptly to avoid safety hazards to vehicle and pedestrian traffic, and shall
be in accordance with city general construction specifications. All disturbances in the public rights-of-way
shall be restored as required in section 54-160.

(j)

Construction of facilities must not interfere with city utilities, in particular gravity dependent facilities.
Facilities shall not be located over, or within two feet, horizontally or vertically, of any water or sanitary
sewer mains, unless approved by the director.

(k)

New facilities must be installed to a minimum depth required by state and federal codes and/or industry
standards. Underground and buried utilities, shall be installed at a minimum depth of 36 inches, unless the
industry standard depth for such facilities is less than 36 inches or otherwise approved by the director.
Industry standard depths shall be submitted in writing to the director for approval. Such approved depths
shall be documented and become attached to the general construction specifications for reference.

(l)

All directional boring shall have a locator place bore marks and depths while the bore is in progress. Locator
shall place a mark at each stem with a paint dot and depth at least every other stem.

(m) No directional boring zones. To protect the water and sewer system, no person, agency, or contractor will be
allowed to directionally bore longitudinally with water mains that are larger than 12 inches and sewer mains
that are 12 inches or larger, unless this requirement is waived in writing by the director. The construction of
facilities in the public rights-of-way will be installed by open excavation to assure the protection of the city's
water and sewer system. The city has available mapping that identifies such mains. The owner is responsible
for obtaining and using this information in the design of new facilities.
(n)

The working hours in the public rights-of-way are 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, unless
otherwise approved by director or in case of emergency. Any planned work performed on Saturday must be
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approved by the utility inspector by 9:00 a.m. on the Thursday prior to the proposed Saturday. No work will
be done, except for emergencies, on Sundays or city holidays.
(o)

Persons working in the public rights-of-way are responsible for obtaining line locates in accordance with
state and federal underground facility damage prevention and safety laws (one-call/call before you dig laws)
from all affected utilities or others with facilities in the public rights-of-way prior to any excavation. Use of a
geographic information system or the plans of records does not satisfy this requirement.

(p)

Owner will be responsible for verifying the location, both horizontal and vertical depth, of all facilities. When
required by the department, owner shall verify locations by pot holing, hand digging or other method
approved by the department prior to any excavation or boring.

(q)

Placement of all manholes and/or handholes must be approved in advance by the department. Handholes or
manholes will not be located in sidewalks, unless approved by the director.

(r)

Locate flags shall not be removed from a location while facilities are being constructed.

(s)

When construction requires pumping of water or mud, the water or mud shall be contained in accordance
with federal and state law and the directives of the department.

(t)

A person shall perform operations, excavations and other construction in the public rights-of-way in
accordance with all applicable city requirements, at time of permit issuance including the obligation to use
trench-less technology whenever commercially economical and practical and consistent with obligations on
other similar users of the public rights-of-way. The city shall waive the requirements of trench-less
technology if it determines that the field conditions warrant the waiver, based upon information provided to
the city by the person. All excavations and other construction in the public rights-of-way shall be conducted
so as to minimize interference with the use of public and private property. A person shall follow all
reasonable construction directions given by the city in order to minimize any such interference.

(u)

Excavation safety. On construction projects in which excavation will exceed a depth of five feet, the agency
must have detailed plans and specifications for excavation safety systems. The term "excavation" includes
trenches, structural or any construction that has earthen excavation subject to collapse. The excavation
safety plan shall be designed in conformance with state law and occupational safety and health
administration (OSHA) standards and regulations.

(Ord. No. 21-05, § 1(15.1105), 5-4-2005)

Sec. 54-156. Record drawings or plans.
(a)

Right-of-way users will provide the director with "record drawings or plans" within 90 days of completion of
facilities in the right-of-way. The record drawings or plans shall represent the actual installation as accurately
as possible. The plans shall be provided to the city with as much detail and accuracy as required by the
director. All the requirements specified for the plans submitted for the initial permit, as set forth in section
54-154(b), shall be submitted and updated in the "record drawings or plans." Users which have facilities in
the public rights-of-way existing as of the date of this article who have not provided "record drawings or
plans" shall provide one-quarter of the information concerning facilities in city right-of-way within one year
after the passage of this article and one-quarter each six months thereafter. The detail and accuracy will
concern issues such as location, size of facilities, materials used, and any other health, safety and welfare
concerns. Public rights-of-way users will provide the director with updates to the "record drawings or plans"
of facilities in the public rights-of-way annually. The record drawings or plans shall represent the actual
facilities as detailed and accurately as reasonably possible. Submittal of "record drawings or plans" shall be in
digital format and one set of plans in a paper format.
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(b)

If record drawings or plans submitted under this section include information expressly designated by the
owner as a trade secret or other confidential information protected from disclosure by state law, the director
may not disclose that information to the public without the consent of the owner, unless otherwise
compelled by an opinion of the attorney general pursuant to the Texas Open Records Act, as amended, or by
a court having jurisdiction of the matter pursuant to applicable law. This subsection may not be construed to
authorize an owner to designate all matters in its as-built plans as confidential or as trade secrets.

(c)

Record drawings or plans submitted under this section are for the general informational purposes of the city
only. They shall not be relied upon by city or other owners performing construction in the public rights-ofway. City and owners will be responsible for verifying the location of all facilities.

(Ord. No. 21-05, § 1(15.1106), 5-4-2005)

Sec. 54-157. Conformance with public improvements.
(a)

Whenever by reasons of widening or straightening of streets, side walks, water or sewer line projects, or any
other city project, it shall be deemed necessary by the governing body of the city to remove, alter, change,
adapt, or conform an owner's underground or overhead facilities within the public rights-of-way to another
part of the public rights-of-way, such alterations shall be made by the owner of the facilities at the owner's
expense (unless provided otherwise by federal law, state law, a franchise, a license or a municipal
authorization until that grant expires or is otherwise terminated). The owner shall be responsible for
conforming its facilities within mutually agreed upon time limits. If no time limits can be agreed upon, the
time limit shall be 90 days from the day the city secures any additional public rights-of-way and transmits
final plans and notice to make the alterations. The owner of facilities shall be responsible for any direct costs
associated with project delays associated with failure to conform facilities within the mutually agreed upon
time limits. Reimbursement for all costs provided for by this paragraph shall be made within 60 calendar
days.

(b)

An owner may trim trees in or over the public rights-of-way for the safe and reliable operation, use and
maintenance of its facilities. All tree trimming shall be performed in accordance with standards promulgated
by the National Arborist Association and the International Society of Arboriculture. The owner, its contractor
or agent, shall remove such trimmings within 24 hours during normal maintenance. During emergency
weather conditions owners shall remove tree trimmings within five days of all service restoration activities
within the city. The city may remove the trimmings or have them removed, and upon receipt of a bill from
the city, the owner shall promptly reimburse the city for all costs incurred within 60 calendar days.

(c)

An owner shall temporarily remove, raise or lower its aerial facilities to permit the moving of houses or other
bulky structures. The owner shall temporarily remove, raise or lower its aerial facilities within 15 working
days of receiving a copy of a permit issued by the city. The expense of these temporary rearrangements shall
be paid by the party or parties requesting and benefiting from the temporary rearrangements. The owner
may require prepayment or prior posting of a bond from the party requesting the temporary move.

(Ord. No. 21-05, § 1(15.1107), 5-4-2005)

Sec. 54-158. Improperly installed facilities.
(a)

Any owner doing work in the public rights-of-way shall properly install, repair, upgrade and maintain
facilities.

(b)

Facilities shall be considered to be improperly installed, repaired, upgraded or maintained if:
(1)

The installation, repair, upgrade or maintenance endangers people or property;
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(2)

The facilities do not meet the applicable city codes applicable at time of permit issuance;

(3)

The facilities are not capable of being located using standard practices;

(4)

The facilities are not located in the proper place at the time of construction in accordance with the
directions provided by the department or the plans approved by the department.

(Ord. No. 21-05, § 1(15.1108), 5-4-2005)

Sec. 54-159. Location of utility structures.
(a)

Utility structures not exceeding 20 cubic feet are allowed in the right-of-way or utility easements, subject to
available room and located as approved by the director. The director will review the placement of utility
structures larger than 20 cubic feet, but not exceeding 30 cubic feet on a case-by-case, or typical installation
basis. Such structures shall not encroach within a sidewalk area, including a vertical clearance of seven and
one-half feet above the sidewalk or within the sight visibility area. Utility structures greater than 240 cubic
feet shall be placed within a public or private utility easement outside the street right-of-way.

(b)

Utility structures larger than 30 cubic feet shall be located as close as practical to the back of a public or
private utility easement and subject to available room and located as approved by the director.

(c)

Above-ground facilities such as pedestals, switching boxes and similar facilities shall be located no less than
three feet from the edge of an alley or the back of street curbs and such that they do not create a physical or
visual barrier to vehicles leaving or entering roads, driveway or alleys. Above-ground facilities serving
adjacent properties shall be placed on the common property line where practical.

(d)

The owner's identity shall be placed on all utility structures placed in the public rights-of-way.

(Ord. No. 21-05, § 1(15.1109), 5-4-2005)

Sec. 54-160. Restoration of property.
(a)

Owners shall restore property affected by construction of facilities to a condition that is at least equal to the
condition of the property prior to construction. Owners may submit photographs and/or a video of the
construction area at the time of the issuance of the permit for record purposes. Restoration must be
approved by the department.

(b)

Restoration must be made within ten working days of completion of trench backfill for every length of 300
feet, or within the limits of one city block, unless otherwise approved by the director. If an owner holds a
municipal authorization that provides a greater length of time in which restoration may be properly made,
then the greater time limit shall apply to such owner. If restoration is not satisfactory and performed in a
timely manner, after written notice, then all work in progress, except that related to the problem, including
all work previously permitted but not complete may be halted and a hold may be placed on any future
permits until all restoration is complete.

(c)

Upon failure of an owner to perform such restoration, and five days after written notice has been given to
the owner by the city, and in the event restoration has not been initiated during such five day period, the city
may repair such portion of the public rights-of-way as may have been disturbed by the owner, its contractors
or agents. Upon receipt of an invoice from the city, the owner will reimburse the city for the costs reasonably
incurred within 60 calendar days from the date of the city invoice.

(d)

If the city determines that the failure of an owner to properly repair or restore the public rights-of-way
constitutes a safety hazard to the public, the city may undertake emergency repairs and restoration efforts,
after emergency notice has been provided, to the extent reasonable under the circumstances. Upon receipt
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of an invoice from the city, the owner shall promptly reimburse the city for the costs incurred by the city
within 60 calendar days from the date of the city invoice. If payment is not received within the 60 calendar
days, the city shall initiate a claim for compensation with the appropriate bonding company.
(e)

Should the city reasonably determine, within one year from the date of the completion of the repair work,
that the surface, base, irrigation system or landscape treatment requires additional restoration work to meet
the standards of subsection (a), an owner shall perform such additional restoration work to the satisfaction
of the city, subject to all city remedies as provided herein.

(f)

Restoration must be to the reasonable satisfaction of the department. The restoration shall include, but not
be limited to:

(g)

(1)

Replacing all ground cover with the type of ground cover damaged during work to a condition at least
equal to conditions prior to construction. Such restoration shall be by either sod where solid turf
existed or where erosion may likely occur or, by seeding or hydro-mulching in other areas, or as
directed by the department. Seeded areas will be acceptable provided all requirements, including
maintenance, have been completed and a healthy uniform close stand of the specified grass is
established free of weeds, undesirable grass species, disease and insects. No individual lawn areas shall
have bare spots or unacceptable cover totaling more than two percent of the individual area;

(2)

Adjusting of all manholes and handholes, as required;

(3)

Backfilling all bore pits, potholes, trenches or any other holes shall be completed daily, unless other
safety requirements are approved by the department. Holes with only vertical walls shall be covered
and secured to prevent entry. If bore pits, trenches or other holes are left open for the continuation of
work, they shall be fenced and barricaded to secure the work site as approved by the department;

(4)

Leveling of all trenches and backhoe lines;

(5)

Restoration of excavation site to city specifications;

(6)

Restoration of all paving, sidewalks, landscaping, ground cover, trees, shrubs and irrigation systems;

(7)

All restoration work and materials, including repaired irrigation systems, shall be warranted for 90
days.

Removal of all location flags during the clean up process by the owner or his/her contractor at the
completion of the work.

(Ord. No. 21-05, § 1(15.1110), 5-4-2005)

Sec. 54-161. Revocation or denial of permit.
If any of the provisions of this article are not followed, a permit may be revoked by the director. If a person
has not followed the terms and conditions of this article in work done pursuant to a prior permit, new permits may
be denied or additional terms required. Revocation shall be effective upon the expiration of 15 business days after
written notice of the violation(s), unless cured, or during that period, a plan to cure is agreed upon, except for
violations that pose a threat to public safety or health, for which the revocation will be immediate upon delivery of
written notice.
(Ord. No. 21-05, § 1(15.1111), 5-4-2005)
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Sec. 54-162. Appeals.
(a)

Applicability. Appeals may be filed pursuant to this article for decisions of the director related to the denial,
suspension, or revocation of a permit. However, the appeal process provided by this section shall not be
available for criminal violations of this article.

(b)

Appeal to board of adjustment. A permittee may appeal decisions referred to in subsection (a) above by filing
a written appeal with the city secretary within seven working days of receipt of denial, suspension, or
revocation of the permit. An appeal filed pursuant to this section shall specifically state the basis for the
aggrieved party's challenge to the city's authority under this article.

(c)

Issuance of decision by board of adjustment. The board of adjustment shall hear the appeal at the next
scheduled meeting after receipt of the written appeal. Decisions of the board of adjustment shall be final.

(Ord. No. 21-05, § 1(15.1112), 5-4-2005)

Sec. 54-163. Penalty for violation.
Any person, firm or corporation violating any of the provisions or terms of this article shall be deemed guilty
of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be fined a sum not exceeding $2,000.00 for each violation,
and each day that such violation shall continue to exist constitutes a separate offense.
(Ord. No. 21-05, § 1(15.1113), 5-4-2005)

Sec. 54-164. Indemnity.
(a)

Each owner conducting construction in the public rights-of-way shall promptly defend, indemnify and hold
the city harmless from and against all damages, costs, losses or expenses (i) for the repair, replacement, or
restoration of city's property, equipment, materials, structures and facilities which are damaged, destroyed
or found to be defective as a result of the owner's acts or omissions, (ii) from and against any and all claims,
demands, suits, causes of action, and judgments for (a) damage to or loss of the property of any owner
(including, but not limited to the owner, its agents, officers, employees and subcontractors, city's agents,
officers and employees, and third parties); and/or (b) death, bodily injury, illness, disease, loss of services, or
loss of income or wages to any owner (including, but not limited to the agents) arising out of, incident to,
concerning or resulting from the negligent or willful act or omissions of the owner, its agents, employees,
and/or subcontractors, in the performance of activities pursuant to this article.

(b)

This indemnity provision shall not apply to any liability resulting from the negligent or willful acts of the city,
its officers, employees, agents, contractors, or subcontractors.

(c)

The provisions of this indemnity are solely for the benefit of the city and is not intended to create or grant
any rights, contractual or otherwise, to any other owner or entity.

(Ord. No. 21-05, § 1(15.1114), 5-4-2005)

Sec. 54-165. Insurance requirements.
(a)

General.
(1)

An owner must provide acceptable proof of insurance in the total amount required by this section for
permits for construction within public rights-of-way, or make other provisions acceptable to the
director.
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(b)

(2)

The coverage must be on an "occurrence" or "claims made" basis and must include coverage for
personal injury, contractual liability, premises liability, medical damages, underground, explosion and
collapse hazards.

(3)

Each policy or certificate of insurance must include a provision in which the insurance company is
required to notify the city in writing not fewer than 30 days before canceling, failing to renew, or
reducing policy limits.

(4)

The owner shall file the required original certificate of insurance prior to the issuance of a permit. The
certificate shall state the policy number; name of the insurance company; name and address of the
agent or authorized representative of the insurance company; name, address and telephone number
of insured; policy expiration date; and specific coverage amounts.

(5)

Owner shall file an annual surety bond, or provide certificate of self - insurance which will be valid for
one full year, from a surety company authorized to do business in the state in the amount equal to the
estimated amount of the cost to restore the right-of-way for the work anticipated to be done in that
year, in the event the owner leaves a job site in the right-of-way unfinished, incomplete or unsafe.
Owner may make other provisions, in lieu of a bond, as acceptable to the director. The director may
waive the requirement if the owner submits documentation, in a form acceptable to the city attorney,
that demonstrates the owner has assets in excess of $10,000,000.00.

(6)

Owner shall file a maintenance bond for 25 percent of the cost of restoring the right-of-way for the
preceding year. Said bond shall be in force for two years. Owner may make other provisions, in lieu of a
bond, as acceptable to the director. The director may waive the requirement if the owner submits
documentation, in a form acceptable to the city attorney, that demonstrates the owner has assets in
excess of $10,000,000.00.

(7)

The above requirements (a)(1)—(6) may be met by utilities with a current franchise, license or
municipal authorization if their current franchise, license or municipal authorization provides for
insurance or bonds required herein, or provides an indemnity in favor of the city.

(8)

The city will accept certificates of self-insurance issued by the state or letters written by the agency in
those instances where the state does not issue such letters, which provide the same coverage as
required herein. However, certificates of self-insurance must be approved in advance by the city.

(9)

An insurer has no right of recovery against the city. The required insurance policies shall protect the
agency or public infrastructure contractor and include the city as an additional insured (except workers
compensation). The insurance shall be primary coverage for losses covered by the policies.

Insurance requirements.
(1)

Owners. Each owner applying for a permit shall obtain, maintain, and provide proof of the each of the
following types of insurance and coverage limits:
a.

Commercial general or excess liability on an occurrence form with minimum limits of
$5,000,000.00 per occurrence and $10,000,000.00 aggregate. This coverage shall include the
following:
• Products/completed operations to be maintained for one year if applicable.
• Personal and advertising injury if applicable.
• Owners and contractors protective liability.
• Explosion, collapse, or underground (XCU) hazards.
• Coverage limits may be reduced upon demonstration of fiscal responsibility acceptable to the
city finance director and/or risk manager.
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b.

Automobile liability coverage with a minimum policy limits of $1,000,000.00 combined single
limit. This coverage shall include all owned, hired and non-owned automobiles.

c.

Workers compensation and employers liability coverage. Statutory coverage limits for coverage A
and $500,000.00 coverage B employers liability.

(2)

Contractors and sub-contractors. Each contractor and sub-contractor applying for a permit shall obtain,
maintain, and provide proof of insurance for the same types of insurance coverages outlined in
Subsection (1) above; however, the policy limits under the general liability insurance shall be
$1,000,000.00 per occurrence and $2,000,000.00 aggregate. All other coverages provisions outlined in
subsection (1) above shall apply.

(3)

[Proof of insurance.] An owner or contractor that has registered and filed proof of insurance under
section 54-153 of this article is not required to furnish separate proof of insurance under this section
when obtaining a permit but must comply with all other requirements of this section.

(Ord. No. 21-05, § 1(15.1115), 5-4-2005)

Sec. 54-166. Network providers.
(a)

Network node permit. Prior to installing any network nodes, node support poles, transmission lines
connecting thereto, or any other related equipment in the public right-of-way, a network provider must
obtain a network node permit from the city.

(b)

Exemptions. Network providers are exempted from all fees, other than those specifically provided for in
subsection (c) of this section. Network providers are further exempted from the requirement for a
construction permit, provided they obtain a network node permit from the city, as required in subsection (a)
of this section.

(c)

Network provider fees.
(1)

Annual network node rate. Network providers shall pay the city an annual network node rate for each
location for which network provider has obtained permit(s) for the installation of network nodes,
regardless of whether or not a network provider installs network nodes in the public right-of-way. The
amount of the annual network rate shall be set in the city's master fee schedule. The annual network
node public right-of-way rate payment for the first year at any location ("initial annual network node
payment") begins accruing when the permit is issued and is due 30 days after network provider obtains
a permit to install or collocate a network node at the location. The initial annual network node
payment shall be pro-rated for the months remaining in the calendar year after the permit issuance
date.

(2)

Subsequent years annual network node rate due date. The annual network node public right-of-way
rate for every year after the initial annual network node payment shall be paid in advance on or before
December 31 of each calendar year for each network node in the public right-of-way for the next
calendar year period.

(3)

Annual network node rate adjustment. The city may adjust the annual network node public right-ofway rate by an amount equal to one-half the annual change in the Consumer Price Index for All Urban
Consumers for Texas, as published by the federal Bureau of Labor Statistics. The city shall provide
written notice to each Network Provider of the new rate, and the rate shall apply to the first payment
due to the municipality on or after the 60th day following that notice.

(4)

Annual collocation on service pole attachment fee. Network provider shall pay the city an annual fee as
identified in the master fee schedule for each network node permitted to be collocated on a city
service pole for each location for which network provider has entered into an agreement with the city
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to collocate a network node on a city service pole, regardless of whether or not a network provider
collocates a network node on a service pole. This fee is due 30 days after network provider obtains a
permit to install a network node on the city service pole. The initial annual collocation on service pole
attachment fee payment shall be pro-rated for the months remaining in the calendar year after the
permit issuance date. The annual collocation on service pole attachment fee for every year after the
initial payment shall be paid in advance on or before December 31 of each calendar year for each
network node in the public right-of-way for the next calendar year period.
(5)

Monthly transport fee. To the extent a network provider has transport facilities permitted from the
network nodes in the public right-of-way it shall pay the city a monthly transport facilities fee on a
quarterly basis, in the amount set in the city's master fee schedule, as adopted in appendix A of the
Code of Ordinances, which begins accruing when the permit is issued. This transport facility fee is in
addition to any annual network node public right-of-way rate payment required by Ch. 284, Section
284.053

(6)

Application and permit fees. Network provider shall pay the city the application and permit fees set
forth in the city's master fee schedule contemporaneously with the submittal of the application for the
permits.

(d)

Indemnity. A network provider shall indemnify the city as specified by V.T.C.A., Local Government Code sec.
283.057, as may be amended.

(e)

Compliance with design manual. A network provider shall comply with the city's design manual for the
installation of network nodes and node support poles, as amended. Any applications submitted for
installation of network nodes, node support poles and related equipment, the plans and specifications of
which do not comply with the design manual, will not be approved.

(f)

Certificates of operation and continuous service. As part of the application process for the installation of
network nodes, the network provider must certify that the proposed network node will be placed into active
commercial service by or for a network provider no later than the 60th day after the date the construction
and final testing of the network node is completed.

An updated certification of active service must be submitted annually, by no later than December 31, with or
prior to payment of the applicable annual fee(s).
If the network provider is not in active commercial service for a period in excess of 60 consecutive days, the
equipment will be deemed abandoned and the permit will be revoked. The network provider will be required,
within 90 days from notification from the city, to remove the equipment at the network provider's sole expense.
(Ord. No. 036-17, § 1, 8-29-2017)

Secs. 54-167—54-185. Reserved.

ARTICLE V. PROPERTY OWNERS' RESPONSIBILITIES IN PUBLIC RIGHTS-OF-WAY
Sec. 54-186. Scope.
This article shall govern the construction and installation of improvements, and the use of, the city's public
rights-of-way by persons who own property abutting the public rights-of-way.
(Ord. No. 21-05, § 1(15.1116), 5-4-2005)
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Sec. 54-187. Permit required.
Prior to construction and improvements in the right-of-way by persons who own property abutting the rightof-way, such persons shall acquire a building permit, as set forth in section 54-154 in this chapter, and unless
otherwise indicated, the procedures and fees of such permits shall apply to the construction requirements
contemplated under this article.
(Ord. No. 21-05, § 1(15.1117), 5-4-2005)

Sec. 54-188. Property owner's responsibilities.
(a)

Extent of construction required.
(1)

Commercial. When a structure is to be built on a lot or moved onto a lot and used for other than
residential purposes, right-of-way improvements shall be required on the property abutting the public
right-of-way; sidewalks and curb and gutter shall be required around the portion of the property being
improved. In special situations where existing conditions make the installation of curb and gutter and
sidewalks impracticable, this provision may be waived by the director. Right-of-way improvements may
be required for additions to existing buildings. All construction in the right-of-way shall be subject to
the provision of this article and the city subdivision ordinance, access management standards and
general construction specifications. Construction improvements within public rights-of-way where
permanent structures exist on abutting property shall be allowed, provided such improvement do not
create a hazardous condition provided that all construction materials and methods conform the
provisions of this chapter.

(2)

Residential. When a new structure is to be built on a lot or moved onto a lot and used for residential
purposes and the right-of-way improvements are not covered under the city subdivision ordinance or
the city zoning ordinance, then there shall be no right-of-way improvement requirements under this
article; however, any construction that is done in the right-of-way shall be done in compliance with the
provisions of this chapter. construction improvements within the public right-of-way where permanent
structures exist on abutting property shall be allowed, provided such improvements do not create a
hazardous condition and provided that all construction materials and methods conform to the
provisions of this chapter. Notwithstanding any of the above provisions in this subsection, whenever
any structure is built on a lot or moved onto a lot and used for residential purposes, the installation of
sidewalks around such lot shall be required if either of the following conditions exist:
a.

If all or any portion of such lot is bordered by existing curb and gutter; or

b.

If the city council has determined the necessity for, and has ordered the installation of, curb and
gutter improvements around all or any portion of said lot.

(b)

Protection of adjoining property. The permittee shall at all times, and at his own expense, preserve and
protect from injury any adjoining property by providing proper safeguards and taking measures adequate for
the purpose.

(c)

Routing traffic. The normal conditions of traffic will not be disrupted without the approval of the city
engineer. The city engineer shall prescribe such traffic control as he deems necessary.

(d)

Prompt completion of work. The permittee shall proceed with diligence and expedition on all work covered
by the permit and shall promptly complete such work and restore the street to its original condition, or as
near as may be, as soon as practicable and in any event, not later than the date specified in the permit
therefor.

Created: 2022-06-02 10:14:03 [EST]

(Supp. No. 20)
Page 22 of 24

(e)

Urgent work. If, in his judgment, traffic conditions, the safety or convenience of the traveling public or the
public interest, require that the work be performed as emergency work, the director of public works shall
have full power to order, at the time the permit is granted, that a work crew and adequate facilities be
employed by the permittee 24 hours a day to the end that such work may be completed as soon as possible.

(f)

Restoration of surface. The permittee shall restore all pavement damaged as a result of the construction
work to their original condition in accordance with this article and the city general construction
specifications. Acceptance or approval of any work by the city engineer shall not prevent the city from
asserting a claim against the permittee and his or its surety under the required surety bond for incomplete or
defective work if discovered within 12 months from the completion of the work. The city engineer's presence
during the performance of any work shall not relieve the permittee of his responsibilities hereunder.

(g)

Protection of watercourses. The permittee shall provide for the flow of all watercourses, sewer or drains
intercepted during the work and shall replace the same in as good condition as they were found, or shall
make such provisions for them as the city engineer may direct. The permittee shall not obstruct the gutter of
any street, but shall use all proper measures to provide for the free passage of surface water. The permittee
shall make provisions to take care of all surplus water, muck, silt, slicking, or other runoff pumped from
excavations or resulting from sluicing or other operations and shall be responsible for any damage resulting
from his failure to so provide.

(h)

Removal and protection of existing improvements. The permittee shall not interfere with any existing
improvements without the written consent of the director and the person owning the improvements. If it
becomes necessary to remove an existing improvement, its owner shall do this. No improvements owned by
the city shall be removed to accommodate the permittee unless the cost of such work is borne by the
permittee. The cost of moving privately owned improvements shall be similarly borne by the permittee
unless he makes other arrangements with the person owning the improvement. The permittee shall protect
any improvements that may be in any way affected by his work. In case any of said improvements should be
damaged, they shall be repaired in conformance with all applicable requirements by the permittee, and his
or its bond shall be liable therefor. The director shall have the authority to cause said necessary labor and
materials to be furnished by the city and the cost shall be charged against the permittee, and the permittee
shall also be liable on his or its bond therefor. The permittee shall be responsible for any damage done to any
public or private property by reason of the breaking of any water pipes, sewer, oil pipe, gas pipe, electric
conduit, telephone conduit, or other utility and his bond shall be liable therefor. The permittee shall inform
himself as to the existence and location of all underground utilities and protect the same against drainage.

(Ord. No. 21-05, § 1(15.1118), 5-4-2005)

Sec. 54-189. Maintenance of public rights-of-way by property owners.
(a)

Maintenance of public rights-of-way.
(1)

Any owner, occupant or tenant of any lot or parcel of land located within the city shall maintain or
cause to be maintained the area of land located between the property line of the lot, tract, or parcel
and the adjacent curb, and if no curb exists, then to a line ten feet from the edge of the street
pavement toward the property line.

(2)

Any owner, occupant, or tenant of any lot or parcel of land located within the city shall maintain or
cause to be maintained the area of land located between the property line of the lot, tract, or parcel
and the edge of the adjacent alley pavement.

(3)

Any owner of the property abutting on a public street and sidewalk shall clean and maintain in good
repair the sidewalk and any driveway approach apron crossing the sidewalk.
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(4)

(b)

(c)

The owner of property which abuts on any public street, sidewalk, or driveway approach apron shall be
liable for any injury or damage arising from a defect or defects caused by any act or omission, failure,
or negligence relative to the maintenance or repair of such sidewalk or driveway approach apron
crossing such sidewalk.

Maintenance of trees, shrubs, and vegetation. It shall be unlawful for any owner, occupant, or person in
charge of adjacent property to:
(1)

Allow the branches of any tree to extend over or into a public street or alley at a height less than 14½
feet.

(2)

Allow the branches of any tree to extend over a sidewalk at a height of less than eight feet.

(3)

Allow any shrubbery or similar vegetation to extend into or over any sidewalk blocking or hindering
pedestrian access.

Maintenance of easements.
(1)

It shall be unlawful to construct or replace any temporary or permanent structure within, on, or over
any public utility or drainage easement except for utilities or facilities associated with drainage. The
property owner may place removable section-type fencing, asphalt, or concrete paving, or landscaping
within any dedicated public utility or drainage easement. The city or franchised utility of the city shall
not be required to replace anything that must be removed during the course of maintenance,
construction, or reconstruction within any public utility or drainage easement.

(2)

The property owner shall maintain the property containing any easement in the same manner as would
be required if the easement did not exist.

(3)

The property owner shall not hinder the ability of the easement owner to fully utilize the area of the
easement for the purposes, including construction and maintenance of improvements within the
easement, for which the easement was obtained.

(Ord. No. 21-05, § 1(15.1119), 5-4-2005)
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Attachment 2
ORDINANCE NO._________________
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ROWLETT, TEXAS, AMENDING THE CODE OF
ORDINANCES, CITY OF ROWLETT, BY AMENDING SECTIONS 54-111, 54-112, AND
54-116 OF ARTICLE III (“OBSTRUCTING”) OF CHAPTER 54 (“STREETS, SIDEWALKS
AND OTHER PUBLIC WAYS”) TO AMEND DEFINITIONS, AMEND PROVISIONS
RELATING TO CONTAINER BOXES, AND ADD PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE
SOLICITATION AND DISTRIBUTION OF MATERIALS ON PUBLIC STREETS AND
REMAINING IN CENTER MEDIANS; PROVIDING A REPEALING CLAUSE; PROVIDING
A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR A
PENALTY OF FINE NOT TO EXCEED THE SUM OF FIVE HUNDRED ($500.00)
DOLLARS FOR EACH OFFENSE; AND, PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Rowlett finds and determines that traffic congestion on
major streets in the City has become increasingly worse in recent years, and that congestion is
acute during rush hours; and
WHEREAS, the Council acknowledges that recent crash data reports have disclosed numerous
crashes of vehicles colliding with center medians and objects situated within center medians along
and at primary intersections of streets with State Highway 66; and
WHEREAS, the increasing volume of traffic and the speed of vehicles at major intersections
create an unreasonable risk to the safety of pedestrians and motorists and that public safety is a
significant governmental interest; and
WHEREAS, the adoption of provisions that limit the use and occupancy of medians and roadways
by pedestrians and by persons who solicit and distribute materials at major intersections will
reduce the risk of traffic accidents and fatalities and will serve the interests of public health and
safety; and
WHEREAS, existing regulations relating to the placement of container boxes within the City’s
medians were adopted prior to the US Supreme Court’s decision in Reed v. Town of Gilbert, 576
US 155 (2015), which restricts content-based municipal regulations, supporting clarification and
amendment of existing regulations.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROWLETT,
TEXAS:
SECTION 1. That Section 54-111 of Article III (“Obstructing”) of Chapter 54 (“Streets, Sidewalks
and Other Public Ways”) of the Code of Ordinances, City of Rowlett, Texas, be and is hereby
amended to add a definition of “Center Median” and “Solicit,” to delete the definition of “Commercial
Periodical,” to add a definition of “Periodical,” and to revise the definition “Container Box,” without
amendment, repeal or change to any other definition, such that Section 54-111 shall henceforth read
in relevant part as follows:
“CHAPTER 54
STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC WAYS
...
ARTICLE III
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OBSTRUCTING
Sec. 54-111. - Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a
different meaning:
Center median or Median means any area in a public right-of-way separating lanes
of opposing traffic, designed to provide a barrier to keep traffic within the main-travelled
portions of the street. The phrase includes the area between opposing service roads of
state and interstate highways and toll roads.
Container box means a receptacle or container used for holding or placing
periodicals for sale, offered for sale, or for which no fee is charged.
...
Periodical means a publication intended for general circulation, and is inclusive of
items such as newspapers, periodicals, pamphlets, fliers and brochures.
...
Solicit means: 1) to make a request or plea seeking a donation or contribution or
to accept a donation or contribution; 2) to promote a cause; 3) to distribute a periodical;
or, 4) to offer the sale of goods or services.
. . .”

SECTION 2. That Section 54-112 of Article III (“Obstructing”) of Chapter 54 (“Streets, Sidewalks
and Other Public Ways”) of the Code of Ordinances, City of Rowlett, Texas, be and is hereby
amended such that Section 54-112 shall henceforth read in its entirety as follows:
“CHAPTER 54
STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC WAYS
...
ARTICLE III
OBSTRUCTING

...
Sec. 54-112. - Size and appearance requirements.
(a)

Size. No container box shall exceed the dimensions, including the coin box, of 24
inches in width, 18 inches in depth, and 50 inches in height, nor which shall exceed,
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in the aggregate, 150 pounds when empty, including materials authorized in section
54-114.
(b)

Appearance. The following shall apply to all container boxes:
(1) No container box shall be constructed of a material other than a metal frame
structure, except as provided in section 54-114.
(2) No container box shall be painted or otherwise colored, including lettering
thereon, with more than two colors with any design or pattern other than that
used for lettering or the official logo of the periodical, if any. The limitation
regarding use of colors, and design or pattern shall not apply to the following:
a.
Instructions used to inform purchasers or patrons about the use of the
box;
b.
Advertisements permitted in subsection (b)(3) of this section; and
c.
Information required to be affixed to a container box, pursuant to the
terms of subsection (b)(5) of this section.
(3) No container box shall be used for advertising signs or publicity purposes other
than that dealing with the display, sale or purchase of the periodical sold or
distributed therein.
(4) Each container box shall be maintained in a clean and neat condition and in
good repair at all times.
(5) Every person who places or maintains a container box shall have his name,
address and telephone number affixed thereto in a place where such
information may easily be seen.”

SECTION 3. That Article III (“Obstructing”) of Chapter 54 (“Streets, Sidewalks and Other Public
Ways”) of the Code of Ordinances, City of Rowlett, Texas, be and is hereby amended to add a new
Section 54-116, to read in its entirety as follows:
“CHAPTER 54
STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC WAYS
...
ARTICLE III
OBSTRUCTING

...
Sec. 54-116. – Occupancy of roadways and medians.
(a)

No person who is within a public roadway may solicit or sell or distribute any material
to the occupant of any motor vehicle stopped on a public roadway in obedience to a
traffic control signal light. It is specifically provided, however, that a person, other
than a person twelve years of age or younger, may solicit or sell or distribute material
to the occupant of a motor vehicle on a public roadway so long as he or she remains
on the surrounding sidewalks and unpaved shoulders, and not in or on the roadway
itself, including the medians and islands.

Attachment 2
(b)

No person shall remain or occupy the center median of a public street, other than for
the purpose of crossing the street while in a crosswalk.”

SECTION 5. That all ordinances of the City of Rowlett, Texas, in conflict with the provisions
of this ordinance be and the same are hereby repealed and all other ordinances of the City
not in conflict with the provisions of the ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.
SECTION 6. That an offense committed before the effective date of this ordinance is
governed by the prior law and the provisions of the Code of Ordinances, as amended, in
effect when the offense was committed, and the former law is continued in effect for this
purpose.
SECTION 7. That should any section, paragraph, sentence, subdivision, clause, phrase
or provision of this ordinance be adjudged or held to be unconstitutional, illegal, or invalid,
the same shall not affect the validity of this ordinance as a whole or any part or provision
hereof other than the part so decided to be unconstitutional, illegal, or invalid and shall not
affect the validity of the remainder of this ordinance or any other provision of the Code of
Ordinances of the City.
SECTION 8. That any person, firm or corporation violating any of the provisions or terms
of this ordinance or the codes adopted hereby, as same may be amended, shall be deemed
guilty of a misdemeanor and subject to a penalty as provided for in this ordinance, and upon
conviction shall be punished by fine not to exceed the sum of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00)
for each offense.
SECTION 9. That this ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its passage and
adoption and the publication of the caption as the law and charter in such cases provide.

CITY OF ROWLETT
COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM
AGENDA DATE: 09/20/2022

AGENDA ITEM: 5A

TITLE
Rowlett Veterans Recognition Program – Donald Van Handel, United States Marine Corps.
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Mayor Blake Margolis
Laura Hallmark, City Secretary
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
In an effort to shine a light on the incredible contributions to our community and our country made
by those who have served in our nation’s military, the City initiated the Rowlett Veterans
Recognition Program.
STRATEGIC PRIORITY AND GOAL(S)
Strategic Priority
GOVERN
TRANSPARENTLY &
INCLUSIVELY

Strategic Goal

1.1 Model diversity and inclusiveness.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The previous Mayor, in collaboration with Third Watch Law Enforcement Motorcycle Club (LE
MC) – a brotherhood of police, firefighters and military, both current and honorably retired, that
share the common goal of assisting and recognizing veterans, instituted this program in order to
show appreciation to those members in our community who have dedicated their time in service
to our nation.
Assisting with the selection of honorees is the Veterans Resource and Outreach Center (VROC),
which functions under the Life Message umbrella of services. Included as members are
representatives from Third Watch and the Disabled American Veterans. The Rowlett Veterans
Recognition Program also helps bring awareness to veterans’ issues in our community – what is
being done and what is still needed.
Mayor Margolis is honored to continue formally recognizing Veterans of all ages and branches of
service at City Council meetings.
The 23rd veteran to be recognized is Donald Van Handel, United States Marine Corps.

List of previously recognized veterans:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

Donald Pierson, Sr.
William Turner
Renee Stevens
John Chilson
Ed Clinebell
Chris Kilgore
Rick Kizziar
Robert Blatnik
John Barker
Jeffery Gray
James W. Randolph, Jr.

12. William P. Rice, Sr.
13. Timothy Hardman
14. Jimmie Graves
15. James Adams
16. Dan Kliess
17. Billy Furgerson
18. Tyler Remediz
19. Glen Garrison
20. Daniel Dorton
21. Larry Traylor
22. Michael J. Kuklenski, Jr.

CITY OF ROWLETT
COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM
AGENDA DATE: 09/20/2022

AGENDA ITEM: 5B

TITLE
Presentation by the Senior Advisory Board of the 2022 Senior Friendly Business Award.
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Aaron Cleaver, Director of Parks and Recreation
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Each year the Senior Advisory Board presents a Rowlett Senior Friendly Business award to local
businesses that provide for and cater to the needs of the senior citizens of Rowlett. The purpose
of this item is to recognize Tom Thumb of Rowlett as the Rowlett Senior Friendly Business for
2022.
STRATEGIC PRIORITY AND GOAL(S)
Strategic Priority

ENHANCE QUALITY
OF LIFE

Strategic Goal

4.6 Support programs and resources for lifelong learning.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The Senior Advisory Board recognizes the importance of selecting a Senior Friendly Business
annually and recognizing the recipient business in the presence of City Council. Criteria was
developed by the Senior Advisory Board that the business selected must, on an ongoing basis,
benefit the senior citizens of Rowlett by providing space for seniors to congregate; food for senior
activities; educational opportunities for seniors; free or reduced priced items to seniors; senior
specific services; or any other measurable benefit to the senior population of Rowlett.
A sub-committee was selected, which is comprised of three Senior Advisory Board volunteers.
This group gathered a list of potential recipients, narrowed the list to three senior friendly
businesses and then presented the three nominations to the Board. The Senior Advisory Board
then voted to select a recipient from the three final nominations.
DISCUSSION
The business to be awarded the Senior Friendly Business Award for 2022 is Tom Thumb Rowlett.
In 1948, two Dallas friends became intrigued with a new shopping concept called “supermarkets.”
Together, they bought a small local chain and for the first few years worked nights and weekends
to upgrade the selection, quality, and overall shopping experience. Despite their small size, they
competed against the national chains. As Dallas boomed and its suburban limits expanded, so

did Tom Thumb. By leveraging its local advantage, it prospered and expanded to 20 stores,
although today you can find more than 2,200 supermarkets operating under 20 banners across
34 states. Tom Thumb is now owned by Albertsons Companies and is one of the largest food
and drug retailers in the United States.
Tom Thumb Rowlett partners with the Senior Advisory Board by providing bread, donuts, and
bakery items for most senior activities at the Rowlett Community Centre. In addition to the snacks,
you can find them donating gift cards for many of the senior activities at the Rowlett Community
Centre. Seniors have grown to appreciate the kind donations from Tom Thumb as it is beneficial
for those who need assistance. Tom Thumb provides a small meeting place inside the store that
welcomes seniors who want to gather to talk or take a break while shopping and Tom Thumb
provides free Wi-Fi in their seating area. One distinct advantage the seniors utilize at Tom Thumb
is the senior discount day every Tuesday.

CITY OF ROWLETT
COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM
AGENDA DATE: 09/20/2022

AGENDA ITEM: 5C

TITLE
Presentation of Proclamation in recognition of National IT Professionals Day.
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Joey Brock, Director of Information Technology
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
National IT Professionals Day celebrates the information technology experts who keep the
wheels of every organization turning. It is a day to recognize all IT professionals, no matter their
discipline, for their hard work and dedicated service. Examples of those honored include
network engineers, database administrators, system administrators, developers, IT support
technicians and information security professionals.
STRATEGIC PRIORITY AND GOAL(S)
Strategic Priority

Strategic Goal
7.4 Improve organizational capacity and effectiveness.

PROMOTE
OPERATIONAL
EXCELLENCE

7.5 Maintain the integrity and continuity of the City’s network
and applications systems.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The observance of IT Professionals Day began in 2015 to increase awareness of the IT profession
and recognize those who keep our data systems, networks, hardware, and software up and
running. IT Professionals Day is observed annually on the 3rd Tuesday in September.
DISCUSSION
Rowlett’s IT staff is a group of dedicated technology experts who, though virtually invisible, touch
all aspects of the organization and ensure our end users stay connected and productive. Without
this fantastic group of individuals working collaboratively and keeping us all connected, we would
not be able to conduct the City’s business and achieve our mission of providing the services that
our citizens expect and deserve. Rowlett is On the Water; our IT Team keeps it On the Move.
Joey Brock, IT Director
Matt Mayer, Infrastructure Manager
Trey Switzer, Network Administrator
Alex Buie, Systems Administrator

Susie Sun, Applications Manager
Rob Emminger, Desktop Administrator
Collin Wallick, Desktop Administrator
Steve Ferrie, Lieutenant

CITY OF ROWLETT
COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM
AGENDA DATE: 09/20/2022

AGENDA ITEM: 5D

TITLE
Presentation of Proclamation recognizing October 5th as World Teachers’ Day.
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Mayor Blake Margolis
Laura Hallmark, City Secretary
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
In an effort to show appreciation for the over 350,000 teachers in Texas, and the millions
worldwide, who continue to be that bright, guiding light for our students during this dark and
challenging time, the City Council wishes to present this proclamation.
STRATEGIC PRIORITY AND GOAL(S)
Strategic Priority

Strategic Goal
1.1 Reinforce a values-driven culture.

GOVERN
TRANSPARENTLY &
INCLUSIVELY

1.4 Set a climate of respect, collaboration, and teamwork.
1.8 Provide accurate and timely information to policy makers
and the public.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The last couple of years have been among the hardest of Texas teachers’ careers. Yet, teachers
have remained a light for all students, families and communities across the state. Now, they need
us to be a light for them.
For the last few years, the statewide #TeachersCan movement — supported by more than 150
Texas associations, businesses, community organizations and chambers, and universities —
joined in the celebration of World Teachers’ Day, hosted by UNESCO — the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. The City of Rowlett is pleased to recognize the
importance of our teachers – not only on this special occasion, but every day.
Celebrated since 1994, World Teachers’ Day is held annually on October 5th to celebrate all
teachers around the globe. It commemorates the anniversary of the adoption of the 1966
ILO/UNESCO Recommendation concerning the Status of Teachers, which sets benchmarks
regarding the rights and responsibilities of teachers, and standards for their initial preparation and
further education, recruitment, employment, and teaching and learning conditions. It is a day to
celebrate how teachers are transforming education but also to reflect on the support they need to
fully deploy their talent and vocation, and to rethink the way ahead for the profession globally.

The theme this year is “Be a Light for Texas Teachers.” On October 5th the City will light the
historic downtown water tower in light blue, which color represents degrees and disciplines in the
field of education in academic regalia.

CITY OF ROWLETT
COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM
AGENDA DATE: 09/20/2022

AGENDA ITEM: 5E

TITLE
Update from the City Council and Management: Financial Position, Major Projects, Operational
Issues, Upcoming Dates of Interest and Items of Community Interest.
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Brian Funderburk, City Manager
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
This item provides announcements for upcoming events or issues that would be of interest to our
citizens and the general public.
STRATEGIC PRIORITY AND GOAL(S)
Strategic Priority

GOVERN
TRANSPARENTLY &
INCLUSIVELY

Strategic Goal
1.6 Actively educate, engage, and communicate with the
community through a variety of channels.
1.8 Provide accurate and timely information to policy makers
and the public.

CITY OF ROWLETT
COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM
AGENDA DATE: 09/20/2022

AGENDA ITEM: 7A

TITLE
Consider action to approve minutes from the following City Council meeting(s): September 6,
2022 Regular Meeting.
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Laura Hallmark, City Secretary
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Section 551.021 of the Government Code provides as follows:
(a)

A governmental body shall prepare and keep minutes or make a tape recording of
each open meeting of the body.

(b)

The minutes must:
(1) state the subject of each deliberation; and
(2) indicate each vote, order, decisions or other action taken.

STRATEGIC PRIORITY AND GOAL(S)
Strategic Priority

GOVERN
TRANSPARENTLY &
INCLUSIVELY

Strategic Goal
1.6 Actively educate, engage, and communicate with the
community through a variety of channels.
1.8 Provide accurate and timely information to policy makers
and the public.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
N/A
DISCUSSION
In compliance with State Law and to provide access to citizens of the business conducted by the
City, minutes are generated for each public meeting of the City Council. Once approved, these
minutes are then published to the website, the City’s electronic document storage system and
kept on permanent file in the Office of the City Secretary.
FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS
N/A

RECOMMENDED ACTION
Move to approve minutes from the following City Council meeting(s): September 6, 2022 Regular
Meeting.
ATTACHMENTS
September 6, 2022 Regular Meeting Minutes

CITY OF ROWLETT
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
Our Vision: A well-planned lakeside community of quality neighborhoods, distinctive amenities, diverse
employment, and cultural charm. Rowlett: THE place to live, work and play.
Tuesday, September 6, 2022

5:00 P.M.

Municipal Building – 4000 Main St.

Present: Mayor Margolis, Mayor Pro Tem Winget, Councilmember Galuardi, Councilmember
Grubisich, Councilmember Britton and Councilmember Bell
Absent:
1.

Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Shinder

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Margolis called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

2.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

2A.

The City Council shall convene into Executive Session pursuant to Texas Government Code,
§551.072 (Sale of Real Property) and §551.071 (Consultation with Attorney), to seek legal
advice from the City Attorney and to discuss the sale of City-owned property located on Schrade
Road. (15 minutes) THIS ITEM WILL BE DISCUSSED AFTER THE REGULAR SESSION.
In at 8:12 p.m. Out at 8:44 p.m.

2B.

The City Council shall convene into Executive Session pursuant to Texas Government Code,
§551.087 (Economic Development) and §551.071 (Consultation with Attorney), to discuss
commercial or financial information the City has received from business prospects that the
Council seeks to have locate, stay or expand in the City and with which the City is conducting
economic development negotiations, regarding the Jackson Shaw development. (45 minutes)
THIS ITEM WILL BE DISCUSSED AFTER THE REGULAR SESSION.
In at 8:44 p.m. Out at 10:14 p.m.

3.

WORK SESSION (5:00 P.M.)* Times listed are approximate.
City Council may receive public input on the following items:

3A.

Discuss and receive direction regarding expenditure of funds process regarding the $50,000
donation received from the Rowlett Finance Housing Finance Corporation (RHFC) for home
repairs for individuals that require financial assistance. (30 minutes)
This item was considered second.
Public input received from: Rick Sheffield, Executive Director of the Rowlett Housing Finance
Corporation.

Dale Jackson, Building Official, reviewed options for use as outlined in the staff report. After
further discussion, it was the consensus of Council that the funds be provided to Habitat for
Humanity for management.
3B.

Update City Council on Employee Benefits for Fiscal Year 2022 to include Plan Performance
Updates and the Wellness Program. (15 minutes)
Richard Jones, Director of Human Resources, provided a review of historical numbers and the
increase for proposed FY23 budget, FY22 to date, Alight (healthcare concierge) results and cost
savings, biometric screening results, wellness activities available for FY23, wellness incentive
levels and the program’s increased participation, data outlining correlation to increased
participation and reduced health care costs. Discussion regarding confidential mental health
access and the Employee Assistance Program and the importance of health care coverage as
a benefit.

3C.

Discuss 2023 Legislative Agenda for the City of Rowlett. (45 minutes)
This item was discussed first.
Brian Funderburk, City Manager, reviewed the number of bills submitted in the 87th session,
upcoming 88th session, tools and resources to monitor bills filed, calendar for the session,
legislative priorities for the previous session, legislative priorities for other entities, items
proposed by the Council Government Affairs Sub-Committee and next steps. Councilmembers
provided additional topics to be included: cities’ management of short-term rentals, state sales
tax dollars allocation to local jurisdictions for infrastructure and revenue caps on commercial
vehicle enforcement.
Staff will review list with the Government Affairs Sub-Committee and prepare flyer and
coordinate with the Rowlett Chamber of Commerce for Legislative Days in February 2023. Final
slate will be considered for formal Council approval at a future meeting.

3D.

Receive a presentation regarding the annexation of Vinson Road, an orphaned roadway in the
unincorporated area of Dallas County. (20 minutes)
Jeff Cohen, Interim Director of Engineering, along with Alex Koenig, Planning and Urban Design
Manager, reviewed the steps involved with annexation and the responsibilities of the City, the
authority of the City to annex according to the Texas Local Government Code and the process
that must be undertaken and the cost involved with the process. After further discussion, it was
the consensus of Council to move forward with the process of annexation.

3E.

Discuss a request from Stephanie Higgins to “de-park” Take-Area property located between
4021 Chiesa Road and Lake Ray Hubbard. (30 minutes)

Public Input received from:
1. Dave Holl, Rowlett; support take line lease
2. Bart Reeder, Dallas; request release from trail obligation if approved
3. Steven Horwitz, Rowlett; support take line lease

4. Phillip Cascavilla, Rowlett; support take line lease
5. Asa Cascavilla, Rowlett; support take line lease
Stephanie Higgins and Logan Duddell provided a presentation demonstrating debris that
has been addressed/removed; security and safety related to vehicles driving and
honking, guns and pedestrians; sublease value of maintenance; and their request to
sublease in order to maintain the property and establish erosion control.
Mr. Jackson provided additional information regarding the area designated as park land
and the proposed trail as noted on the Parks, Recreation, Open Space and Trail Master
Plan.
Council discussion regarding a compromise solution allowing a sublease until such time
as the lease term expires in 2041 or when the City has funds to develop the park –
during which time the area would remain classified as a park. Further discussion
regarding the diversion of the planned trail across to Chiesa Road and around the
current properties in question. An additional caveat was discussed regarding take area
would revert back as park land if/when these lots in question were sold for
redevelopment that is not single-family. It was the consensus of Council to proceed with
this compromise solution.
4.

DISCUSS CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS
Short break at 7:33 p.m.
INVOCATION – Ann Dotson, First Christian Church Rowlett
PLEDGES OF ALLEGIANCE – Bryan Olsen and Paul Winget with Boy Scout Troop 1188
CONVENE REGULAR SESSION (7:30 P.M.)* Times listed are approximate.
Council reconvened at 7:42 p.m.

5.

PRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS

5A.

Presentation of Proclamation recognizing September as National Food Safety Education
Month.
Councilmember Britton presented the proclamation to Janet Tucker, Neighborhood Services
Manager and James Hathorn, Inspector.

5B.

Presentation of proclamation recognizing September as Library Card Sign-Up Month.
Councilmember Bell presented the proclamation to Laura Tschoerner, Director of Library
Services along with staff members Nancy Chevalier, Kimberly Hartwell-Noe, Lauren Osborne
Reasor, Phil Barott, Library Advisory Board members Deborah Smith, Vicki Stallcup-Causey,
and Friends of the Rowlett Library members Mark and Betty Engen.

5C.

Presentation of Comprehensive Monthly Financial Report (CMFR) for the period ending June
30, 2022.
Wendy Badgett, Director of Finance, presented the report.

5D.

Update from the City Council and Management: Financial Position, Major Projects, Operational
Issues, Upcoming Dates of Interest and Items of Community Interest.
Mayor Pro Tem Winget made the following announcements:
Be sure to put Fridays on the green at the Village of Rowlett Downtown on your calendar in
September for “Movies on Main.” Free popcorn and pre-movie activities before the show at dusk.
Kick off your weekends with kid friendly movies the whole family will love.
Join the Rowlett Fire and Police Departments at Fire Station 2 (8602 Schrade Rd.) on Sunday,
September 11th at 8am as we honor those 343 firefighters and 60 police officers who gave the
ultimate sacrifice 21 years ago. We must never forget!
Rowlett’s National Night Out – Monday, October 3rd. Start planning your event now to show
criminals your neighborhood is united against crime! Rowlett Police, Fire Rescue, Public Works
and City Council would love to join your celebration, register with Neighborhood Planning.
Public hearings on the proposed Fiscal Year ’23 budget and tax rate are scheduled for Tuesday,
September 20th with formal adoption at a special meeting on Wednesday, September 21st.
Beginning September 29th, operating hours at City of Rowlett offices and some facilities will
extend. As a service organization, adapting to the needs of our customers is paramount. The
longer hours will enhance in-person service opportunities for residents who may experience
challenges with the traditional 5pm closing time.
For more information on this and all other City-related information, please visit Rowlett.com or
call the Action Center at 972-412-6100.
Tonight’s feature from the Animal Shelter is Jade. Jade has been with us since the beginning of
June. She is roughly two-years-old, healthy, happy and very sweet. She does get nervous in
new situations, but quickly warms up and is a sweetie. She is spayed, heartworm negative, has
her bags packed and is ready to move in with the right family.
Councilmember Grubisich announced the Tri-City Clean Up, Saturday October 1st from 9am to
12noon. Volunteers from across the Dallas-Garland-Rowlett areas work to clean up litter along
Lake Ray Hubbard shoreline and down Rowlett Creek. Afterwards, meet at the Hella Shrine
Event Center for a free lunch, music, games, and prize drawings. Visit
www.keeprowlettbeautiful.org for more information.
Councilmember Bell announced the Senior Resource Fair, sponsored by the Senior Advisory
Board, on Tuesday, September 13th at 9am at the Rowlett Community Centre. Topics will include
senior living, financial services, medical services and more.

6.

CITIZENS’ INPUT
There were no speakers.
Council received 3 Public Input Forms for this meeting in support of Item 3E.

7.

CONSENT AGENDA

7A.

Consider approving the minutes.
Consider action to approve minutes from the following City Council meeting(s): August 16,
2022 Regular Meeting, August 18, 2022 Special Meeting, August 22, 2022 Special Meeting and
August 27, 2022 Special Meeting.

7B.

This item was approved on the Consent Agenda.
Consider a resolution authorizing an Interlocal Agreement for mosquito ground control
services.
Consider action to approve a resolution authorizing the City Manager to enter into an Interlocal
Agreement with Dallas County Health and Human Services for Mosquito Ground Control for
FY2023.
This item was approved on the Consent Agenda as RES-093-22.

7C.

Consider action authorizing an Interlocal Agreement for household hazardous waste
disposal.
Consider action to approve a resolution authorizing the City Manager to enter into an Interlocal
Agreement with Dallas County for Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Disposal for FY2023.
This item was approved on the Consent Agenda as RES-094-22.

7D.

Consider action authorizing a contract for property tax billing and collection services.
Consider action to approve a resolution authorizing the City Manager to negotiate and execute
an agreement with Utility Tax Service, LLC for PID assessment and collection services for the
Bayside Public Improvement District (PID).
This item was approved on the Consent Agenda as RES-095-22.

7E.

Consider action authorizing the transfer of grant-funded equipment.
Consider action to approve a resolution authorizing the City Manager to execute regional
equipment transfer agreements to transfer six (6) grant-funded Silent Messenger II-SS IRT
dynamic message boards and associated equipment to North Central Texas (NCT) Public
Works Emergency Response Team (PWERT) members.
This item was approved on the Consent Agenda as RES-096-22.

7F.

Consider action authorizing the purchase of a restroom facility for a park.

Consider action to approve a resolution authorizing an agreement with Restroom Facilities
Limited in the amount of $121,683 through Texas Local Government Purchasing Cooperative
(BuyBoard contract #592-19), to purchase a restroom facility for Lakeside Park.
This item was approved on the Consent Agenda as RES-097-22.
7G.

Consider action authorizing an emergency purchase order for traffic control cabinet and
components.
Consider action to approve a resolution approving and ratifying an emergency purchase order
for Consolidated Traffic Controls, in the amount of $110,232 through Houston-Galveston Area
Council (H-GAC) contract #PE-05-21, for the replacement of a traffic control cabinet and all
necessary components.
This item was approved on the Consent Agenda as RES-098-22.

7H.

Consider action authorizing the purchase of patrol vehicles and equipment for the Police
Department.
Consider action to approve a resolution accepting the cooperative purchasing quote from and
issuing a purchase order to Holiday Chevrolet for $486,331.41 for the purchase of seven
Chevrolet Tahoe model police pursuit patrol vehicles, emergency vehicle equipment, and
installation of equipment for the Police Department through the Texas Smart Buy Cooperative
Contract #070-A1 Series XS135PUR – Commodity Code 07105540306.
This item was approved on the Consent Agenda as RES-099-22.

7I.

Consider action authorizing contract renewal for screening wall repair.
Consider action to approve a resolution authorizing the second of four one-year renewals of the
existing contract for screening wall repair through the City’s Annual Contract (Bid #2021-12) with
Waterton Construction Group, LLC in an amount not to exceed $300,000 for the period
September 6, 2022, through September 5, 2023.
This item was approved on the Consent Agenda as RES-100-22.

7J.

Consider action appointing a member to the Rowlett Housing Finance Corporation Board
of Directors.
Consider a resolution to appoint a member to the Rowlett Housing Finance Corporation Board
of Directors to fill an unexpired term.
This item was approved on the Consent Agenda as RES-101-22.

Passed the Consent Agenda
A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Winget, seconded by Councilmember Grubisich,
including all the preceding item(s) marked as having been approved on the Consent
Agenda. The motion carried with a unanimous vote of those members present.

8.

INDIVIDUAL CONSIDERATION
There are no items for this agenda.
After a short break at 8:09 p.m., Council reconvened in Executive Session Item 2A at 8:12 p.m.
TAKE ANY NECESSARY OR APPROPRIATE ACTION ON CLOSED/EXECUTIVE SESSION
MATTERS
There was no action taken.

9.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 10:14 p.m.

CITY OF ROWLETT
COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM
AGENDA DATE: 09/20/2022

AGENDA ITEM: 7B

TITLE
Consider action to adopt an ordinance amending the Fiscal Year 2022 Adopted Budget.
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Robert D. Cone, Budget Officer
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Budget amendments are an accepted practice in local government and represent a visible
demonstration that the municipality manages its fiscal affairs appropriately and with transparency.
On March 1, 2022, City Council approved an ordinance amending the FY2022 Budget for the first
time. Following that first amendment, City staff has completed a detailed analysis of revenues
and expenditures and is recommending adjustments consistent with that analysis to amend the
budget for a second time.
STRATEGIC PRIORITY AND GOAL(S)
Strategic Priority
GOVERN
TRANSPARENTLY &
INCLUSIVELY

Strategic Goal

1.8 Provide accurate and timely information to policy makers
and the public.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
On September 21, 2021, the City Council adopted the operating and capital improvements
program budget for Fiscal Year 2022 (FY2022).
On March 1st, City Council approved an ordinance amending the FY2022 Budget adjusting
operating, capital, and grant budgets. The amendments included in this report reflect changes to
the budget recommended as a result of analysis performed and financial position following the
implementation of the first budget amendment.
DISCUSSION
The proposed changes for Amendment #2 are listed below:
Capital Improvement Program
The Adopted FY2022 CIP Program totaled $23.54 million across all bond and cash funded
projects and was increased to total $23,563,936 in Amendment 1. Budgets of this size and scope
require constant monitoring and adjustment. As projects funded with past bond issues or capital

maintenance funds are completed and final expenditures recorded, new development or other
circumstances occur, which cause new projects to be initiated or existing projects to change in
scope. The specific reallocations this budget amendment will address are as follows:
1) Dalrock South Curve
Project Initiated and Budget increased to $462,518
Savings from the streets CIP construction crew ($48,982) and from the Lake Country Estates
Phase 2 project ($413,536) have been transferred to this project. The contract awarding this
project funding was approved by Council on July 19, 2022.
2) Miller Phase 2 Railroad Track to Dalrock
Budget increased from $6,000,000 to $12,631,571
Project budget was increased with Impact Fees ($1,084,684), savings from the Chiesa
Widening ($5,465,000), and Dalrock Estates reconstruction ($81,887). The contract awards
were approved by Council on April 19th and June 7, 2022.
3) 36”/30” Waterline along Merritt Road
Project created with an initial budget of $833,000
Project budget created with Impact Fees to fund a contract for engineering design work that
was approved by Council on May 3, 2022.
4) Rowlett Housing Finance Corporation (RHFC) Donation
Project created with a budget of $50,000
Project budget created with a donation received from the RHFC for home repairs for
individuals requiring financial assistance. This item was discussed by Council on September
6, 2022.
5) Water Looping
Project created with a budget of $990,517
Project to perform citywide water-looping with American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding
allocated by Council on April 12, 2022. A contract award was approved by Council on July
12, 2022.
6) 24 Network Switches
Project created with a budget of $170,130
Project to replace IT infrastructure network switches with ARPA funding allocated by Council
on April 12, 2022. A contract award was approved by Council on June 7, 2022.
7) Contingency Reserves
Project created with an initial budget of $1,367,060
Project budget created to formalize funding of future reserves formerly designated for land
acquisition as per Council approval on August 22, 2022.

The proposed CIP budget amendment actions are displayed in Exhibit A and will increase the
Capital Improvement Program budget by $3,128,331 to $26,692,267.
General Fund
The General Fund is increasing its budgeted grant revenue by $6,851,861 to recognize receipt of
both tranches of American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding. A corresponding increase to General
Fund Transfers Out will transfer these funds to the Disaster Fund ($5,691,214), General Fund
Capital Projects ($170,130), and Utility Fund Capital Projects ($990,517). The General Fund and
Utility Fund Capital Project expenditures were discussed previously in the Capital Projects Fund
section.
The net impact on the General Fund for this amendment will be zero and is outlined in Exhibit A.
Debt Service Fund
The Debt Service Fund has exceeded its budgeted expenditures for Legal and professional
services as a result of unanticipated attorney fees related to collecting delinquent property taxes.
Attorney fees are only charged to the fund once the delinquent property taxes have been
recovered, and as a result, these increased expenditures are offset by the previously budgeted
delinquent property tax revenue. Staff is recommending that the Debt Services fund increase
expenditures in the amount of $5,000.
The proposed Debt Service budget amendment will recognize additional property tax revenue in
the amount of $5,000 to offset the increase in the legal services expenditures and is displayed in
Exhibit A. There will be no impact to fund balance as a result of this amendment.
Employee Health Benefits Fund
Several large claims have been paid from the Employee Benefits Fund and stop loss
reimbursements have been received from the City’s reinsurance provider for these costs. Staff
proposes to recognize an additional $500,000 in reimbursements received from the City’s
reinsurance provider and increase expenditures by a corresponding amount to cover the
increased benefits claims expense.
The proposed Employee Benefits Fund budget amendment actions are displayed in Exhibit A.
There will be no impact to Fund Balance as a result of this amendment.
Disaster Fund
As mentioned above, the Disaster Fund will increase its revenue and fund balance by $5,691,214
to receive the transfer of ARPA Funds from the General Fund. This fund is not formally adopted.

Consolidated Fund Balance Impact
FY2022 BUDGET AMENDMENT #2

FUND

DESCRIPTION

FY22 REVISED
BUDGET
(CURRENT)

AMENDMENT

FY22 REVISED
BUDGET
(NEW)

CIP

Revenues

23,563,936

3,128,331

26,692,267

CIP

Expenses

23,563,936

3,128,331

26,692,267

CIP

Fund Balance

2,635,782

-

2,635,782

FY22 REVISED
BUDGET
(CURRENT)

AMENDMENT

52,301,970

6,851,861

59,153,831

FUND

DESCRIPTION

FY22 REVISED
BUDGET
(NEW)

General

Revenues

General

Transfers Out

3,560,744

6,851,861

10,412,605

General

Fund Balance

13,341,724

-

13,341,724

DESCRIPTION

FY22 REVISED
BUDGET
(CURRENT)

AMENDMENT

Revenues

11,967,733

5,000

11,972,733

Expenses

11,710,653

5,000

11,715,653

Fund Balance

2,056,759

-

2,056,759

DESCRIPTION

FY22 REVISED
BUDGET
(CURRENT)

AMENDMENT

Revenues

6,566,441

500,000

7,066,441

Expenses

6,382,667

500,000

6,882,667

Fund Balance

1,778,658

-

1,778,658

FUND
Debt
Service
Debt
Service
Debt
Service
FUND

Employee
Health
Employee
Health
Employee
Health

FY22 REVISED
BUDGET
(NEW)

FY22 REVISED
BUDGET
(NEW)

COMMENTS

No Change to
Fund Balance

COMMENTS

No Change to
Fund Balance

COMMENTS

No Change to
Fund Balance

COMMENTS

No Change to
Fund Balance

FY2022 BUDGET REALLOCATION
These funds budgets are not officially adopted
FUND

DESCRIPTION

Disaster

Transfers In

Disaster

Fund Balance

FY22 REVISED
BUDGET
(CURRENT)

AMENDMENT

0
230,984

FY22 REVISED
BUDGET (NEW)

5,691,214

5,691,214

5,691,214

5,922,198

COMMENTS

Increase to Fund
Balance

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS
The proposed ordinance will adjust revenues and expenditures adopted in the FY2022 Adopted
Budget. Exhibit A to the proposed ordinance details changes to the adopted Capital, General,
Debt Service and Employee Health Benefit budgets. There are no net impacts to fund balance
due to the adjustments across the adopted budgets.
RECOMMENDED ACTION
Move to approve an ordinance approving the FY2022 budget amendments, as presented.
ORDINANCE
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ROWLETT, TEXAS, AMENDING ORDINANCE NUMBER
ORD-036-21, REPRESENTING THE 2022 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET; PROVIDING THAT
EXPENDITURES FOR SAID FISCAL YEAR BE MADE IN ACCORDANCE WITH SAID
AMENDED BUDGET; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, on September 21, 2021, the City Council of the City of Rowlett, Texas,
adopted its budget for Fiscal Year 2021-2022 by adopting Ordinance Number ORD-036-21; and
WHEREAS, on March 1, 2022, the City Council of the City of Rowlett, Texas, amended
its budget for Fiscal Year 2021-2022 by adopting Ordinance Number ORD-006-22; and
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Rowlett, Texas, has determined, after due
consideration and study, that it is necessary for the efficient business and operation of the City to
amend the budget for fiscal year 2021-2022; and
WHEREAS, there are adequate funds available for such amendment; and
WHEREAS, the budget amendments set forth hereinafter are in the best interest of the
public health, safety, and general welfare.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
ROWLETT, TEXAS:

SECTION 1: That Ordinance No. ORD-036-21, the Fiscal Year 2022 Budget
Ordinance of the City of Rowlett, Texas, adopted on or about September 21, 2021,
be and is hereby amended in accordance with the budget amendment attached
hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit “A”, and all funds authorized and
expended as set forth herein shall be deemed to be properly expended and
approved as provided by law.
SECTION 2: That the City is hereby authorized to expend those funds allocated
under the budget ordinance, as amended herein and the fund balance at the end
of the current fiscal year will be carried forward to the next budget to fund the
allocations for the next fiscal year.
SECTION 3: That except as amended hereby, or as heretofore amended, the
provisions of Ordinance Nos. ORD-036-21 and ORD-006-22, the Fiscal Year 2022
Budget Ordinance and subsequent amendment, shall remain in full force and
effect.
SECTION 4: That should any sentence, paragraph, subdivision, clause, phrase
or section of this ordinance be adjudged or held to be unconstitutional, illegal, or
invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of this ordinance as a whole, or any
part or provision thereof other than the part decided to be invalid, illegal or
unconstitutional.
SECTION 5: That this ordinance shall take effect immediately from and after its
passage as the law in such cases provides, and the Budget Officer is directed to
furnish a copy of this ordinance to the County Clerk as required by law.
ATTACHMENTS
Exhibit A – FY2023 Proposed Budget Amendment #2

EXHIBIT A

PROPOSED BUDGET AMENDMENT: CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM
REF #

Revenue/
Expense
From
From
To

CURRENT FY2022
BUDGET

PROJECT NUMBER
PROJECT TITLE
302 ST2116
Construction Crew
321 ST2130
Lake Country Estates Phase 2
ST2149
Dalrock South Curve

$
$
$

2

From
From
From
To

401
322 ST2134
317 ST2106
ST2132

Impact Fees
Chiesa Widening (Dalrock‐S. Miller)
Dalrock Estates Street Reconstruct
Miller, Phase 2 RR Track to Dalrock

$
$
$
$

From
To

503

Impact Fees

3

4

From
To
From
To

101

5

From
To

101

6

1

FUND

From
7
To
Consolidated CIP Fund Balance Impact

5,401,215.48
12,791,160.00
2,621,386.92
6,000,000.00

36"/30" Waterline along Merritt Rd

$
$

DN0001

Revenue
RHFC Donation Housing Project

$
$

‐
‐

WA2514

Transfer ‐ In
Water‐Looping Project

$
$

SP2129A

Transfer ‐ In
24 switches

$
$

CIP Fund Balance
Contingency Reserves

$

REVISED FY2022
BUDGET

PURPOSE

(48,982.00) $
(413,536.00) $
462,518.00 $

533,518.00 Staff Report 07/19/2022
2,261,410.50
462,518.00 Staff Report 07/19/2022

$ (1,084,683.86) $
$ (5,465,000.00) $
$
(81,887.00) $
$ 6,631,570.86 $

4,316,531.62 Staff Report 04/19/2022
7,326,160.00 Staff Report 04/19/2022
2,539,499.92
12,631,570.86 Staff Report 06/07/2022

582,500.00 $
2,674,946.50 $
‐
$

WA2143

302

AMENDMENT

921,656.19 $
‐
$

(833,000.00) $
833,000.00 $

88,656.19
833,000.00 Staff Report 05/03/2022

$
$

50,000.00 $
50,000.00 $

50,000.00 Donation Received
50,000.00 Staff Report 09/06/2022

‐
‐

$
$

990,517.00 $
990,517.00 $

990,517.00 ARPA
990,517.00 Staff Report 07/12/2022

‐
‐

$
$

170,130.00 $
170,130.00 $

170,130.00 ARPA
170,130.00 Staff Report 06/07/2022
‐
Fund Balance ‐ Land Acquisition Designation
1,367,060.00 Council authorization 08/22/22

1,367,060.00 $ (1,367,060.00) $
$ 1,367,060.00 $

‐

PROPOSED BUDGET AMENDMENT: GENERAL FUND
REF #
8

REVENUE/
EXPENSE
Revenue
Revenue

FUND

DEPT.
101
101

Expense
Expense
Expense
General Fund Balance Impact

101
101
101

OBJECT
Grant Revenue ‐ Federal

CURRENT FY2022
BUDGET
‐

1013501 Transfer out to Special Revenue
1013501 Transfer out to Utility Fund CIP
1013501 Transfer Out to Cash CIP

AMENDMENT
6,851,861

REVISED FY2022
BUDGET
6,851,861 Recognize ARPA Funding
‐

5,691,214
990,517
170,130
‐

PURPOSE

ARPA Funding to be budgeted in FY2023
ARPA Funding for WA2514 ‐ Water Looping
ARPA Funding for SP2129A ‐ Network Switches

PROPOSED BUDGET AMENDMENT: DEBT SERVICE FUND
REVENUE/
REF #
EXPENSE
9 Revenue

FUND

DEPT.
201

Expense

201

OBJECT
Property Taxes ‐ Current

2013501 Purchase Services

CURRENT FY2022
REVISED FY2022
BUDGET
AMENDMENT
BUDGET
PURPOSE
$
11,600,693 $
5,000 $
11,605,693 Capture increase Property Tax Revenue
10,000

Fund Balance Impact

5,000 $

15,000 Tax Collection Fees

‐

PROPOSED BUDGET AMENDMENT: EMPLOYEE HEALTH BENEFITS FUND
REVENUE/
REF #
EXPENSE
10 Revenue
Expense
Fund Balance Impact

FUND

DEPT.
801
801

OBJECT
Other Revenue

8013501 Benefit Payments

CURRENT FY2022
REVISED FY2022
BUDGET
AMENDMENT
BUDGET
PURPOSE
$
280,000 $
500,000 $
780,000 Capture increase Stop Loss
4,317,489

500,000 $
‐

4,817,489 Benefit Payments

CITY OF ROWLETT
COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM
AGENDA DATE: 09/20/2022

AGENDA ITEM: 7C

TITLE
Consider action approving a resolution amending the Master Fee Schedule for rate and fee
changes.
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Robert D. Cone, Budget Officer
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Historically, Departments have been instructed to review their fees on an as-needed basis as part
of the annual budget process. However, for the FY2023 Budget, departments were directed to
perform a comprehensive review of all 649 of the City’s fees to ensure capture of available
revenue, a break-even cost-revenue analyses, and to maintain competitiveness with surrounding
cities.
Within the Proposed Budget and during the Council Strategy sessions, City Council was briefed
there would be changes to the Master Fee schedule related to specific services. These fee
updates are included in the revenue projections contained within the Proposed Budget and is
proposed to be adopted on this consent agenda as part of the City’s revised Master Fee Schedule
prior to the adoption of the FY2023 Budget on September 21, 2022.
STRATEGIC PRIORITY AND GOAL(S)
Strategic Priority
GOVERN
TRANSPARENTLY
& INCLUSIVELY

Strategic Goal

1.5 Maintain equitable and competitive tax rates, fees,
and service charges.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The City of Rowlett Master Fee Schedule provides a schedule of fees and rates for various City
services. The schedule is updated each year as part of the City’s annual budget process and as
needed. The fee schedule is updated as part of the budget process to reflect fee revenue included
in the budget to fund the cost of services. This is also an opportunity to update any other fees due
to changes in operations, ordinances, or state law. A presentation and discussion of these
proposed fee schedule updates occurred at the August 22, 2022, budget work session.
DISCUSSION
This staff report outlines proposed changes to fees generating revenue for the Refuse Fund, the
Utility Fund, and the General Fund. Seven sections within the Master Fee schedule are proposed

to be adjusted, with 80 fees increasing, 10 fees decreasing, 1 fee deletion, 14 fee additions and
194 fees within those sections remaining unchanged. Each of the seven sections are discussed
below. The revenue projections contained within the FY2023 Proposed Budget include the
changes listed below and the particular impacts will be discussed by Fund and section.
SOLID WASTE
In the Solid Waste section, increases to 41 of the 49 existing fees are submitted with no
decreases, additions, or deletions. These fee adjustments reflect a 3.5% increase to residential
and a 5.0% increase to commercial customers’ rates. These charges are based upon increases
in the Consumer Price Index (CPI) and the Diesel Fuel Price Index which combine to generate a
5.0% increase in the cost of our solid waste contract. These fee changes will result in $262,246
in additional revenue for the Refuse Fund, an increase of 3.9% over FY2022 based on our
projected customer mix. The Refuse Fund receives 99.0% of its revenue from fees or charges
for services.
SOLID WASTE FEE SCHEDULE
Temporary Waste Haulers

Residential solid waste collection fees

Applicable Resolution, Ordinance, or Code(s):
RES-105-15
FY22

Applicable Resolution, Ordiance or Code(s):
RES-078-14; RES-102-17; RES-080-18; RES-108-19;
RES-109-20; RES-099-21

FY23

FY22

FY23

Permi t Fee

$

75.00

$

75.00

Res i dentia l , 1 ca rt

$

19.01

$

19.68

Ins pection Fee

$

75.00

$

75.00

Res i dentia l , extra ca rt

$

9.51

$

9.84

Contai ner Fee

$

50.00

$

50.00

Ri ght of Wa y, 1 ca rt

$

3.00

$

3.00

Ri ght of Wa y, extra ca rt

$

1.50

$

1.50

(Remainder of page intentionally left blank.)

Commercial and Industrial Rates
Applicable Resolution, Ordiance or Code(s): RES-078-14; RES-102-17; RES-080-18; RES-108-19;
RES-109-20; RES-099-21
FY22

FY23

FY22

2 Ya rd:

FY23

6 Ya rd:

Pi ck up 1 x week

$

104.01

$

109.21

Pi ck up 1 x week

$

158.50

$

166.42

Pi ck up 2 x week

$

199.41

$

209.38

Pi ck up 2 x week

$

304.27

$

319.48

Pi ck up 3 x week

$

294.84

$

309.58

Pi ck up 3 x week

$

450.05

$

472.55

Pi ck up 4 x week

$

390.31

$

409.82

Pi ck up 4 x week

$

595.86

$

625.65

Pi ck up 5 x week

$

485.71

$

510.00

Pi ck up 5 x week

$

741.62

$

778.71

Pi ck up 6 x week

$

581.25

$

610.31

Pi ck up 6 x week

$

887.39

$

931.76

Extra Pi ckup

$

50.56

$

53.08

Extra Pi ckup

$

119.70

$

125.68

3 Ya rd:

8 Ya rd:

Pi ck up 1 x week

$

114.39

$

120.11

Pi ck up 1 x week

$

186.58

$

195.91

Pi ck up 2 x week

$

220.25

$

231.26

Pi ck up 2 x week

$

358.97

$

376.92

Pi ck up 3 x week

$

326.15

$

342.45

Pi ck up 3 x week

$

531.37

$

557.93

Pi ck up 4 x week

$

432.04

$

453.65

Pi ck up 4 x week

$

703.76

$

738.94

Pi ck up 5 x week

$

537.92

$

564.81

Pi ck up 5 x week

$

875.82

$

919.62

Pi ck up 6 x week

$

643.85

$

676.04

Pi ck up 6 x week

$ 1,048.50

$

1,100.93

Extra Pi ckup

$

71.82

$

75.41

Extra Pi ckup

$

$

153.65

Pi ck up 1 x week

$

128.66

$

135.09

Lock

$

16.78 $

17.62

Pi ck up 2 x week

$

247.85

$

260.24

Ca s ters

$

55.93 $

58.72

Pi ck up 3 x week

$

367.02

$

385.37

Pol yca rt 1-1 x week

$

38.03 $

39.03

Pi ck up 4 x week

$

585.39

$

614.65

Extra pol yca rt

$

19.01 $

19.97

Pi ck up 5 x week

$

605.42

$

635.69

Ri ght of Wa y, pol yca rt

$

Pi ck up 6 x week

$

661.31

$

694.37

Ri ght of Wa y, extra ca rt

Extra Pi ckup

$

93.13

$

97.79

Ri ght of Wa y, dumps ter

4 Ya rd:

146.33

Mi s c.

6.00

$

6.00

$

3.00

$

3.00

$

10.00

$

10.00

UTILITIES
In the Utilities section, increases are being recommended to 14 of the existing 56 fees, with no
reductions, one fee deletion, and the addition of three new fees. Changes to water rates reflect
the recommendations contained within the consultant’s Water Rate Study that was presented to
Council on June 16, 2022. The base water rate will remain flat but there will be increases to the
volume rates to counterbalance the volume increases from the North Texas Municipal Water
District. The increase to the volume rates will increase the average monthly residential user of
7,500 gallons by $2.21. The Utility Fund receives 99.0% of its revenue from fees.
In addition to the water rate study’s findings, the operational review of all fees by the Finance
Department’s Utility Billing Division revealed the opportunity to adjust fees to bring deposits inline with those required by our neighboring cities and to increase fees to full-cost recovery. These

fee adjustments are either held as deposits or are direct offsets to meter purchases and do not
result in a net increase of revenue.
Volume charges per month for all consumption:
Applicable Code, Ordinance
Description
or Resolution
RES-144-07, RES-134-08,
Residential volume charges per month per
ORD-027-09,
1,000 gallons (0-3,000 gallons)
RES-076-10, RES-133-11;
RES-078-14; RES-102-17;
RES-080-18; RES-109-20
RES-102-17; RES-080-18

Residential volume charges per month per
1,000 gallons (3,001- 15,000 gallons)

RES-144-07, RES-134-08,
ORD-027-09,
RES-076-10, RES-133-11;
RES-078-14; RES-102-17;
RES-080-18

Residential volume charges per month per
1,000 gallons (above 15,000 gallons)

RES-102-17; RES-080-18

Commercial and multi-family volume charges
per month per 1,000 gallons
Meter tampering Fee

RES-144-07
RES-144-07

Security deposit for residential utility
connection
Security deposit for commercial utility
connection
Deposit for use of fire hydrant

Fees for connection to sewer system:
Applicable Code, Ordinance
Description
or Resolution
Each four-inch sewer tap
RES-144-07
RES-144-07

$3.55
$3.76

$5.76
$6.11

$7.20
$7.63

RES-134-08
RES-144-07, RES-134-08

Amount

Sewer taps more than six feet deep
Sewer taps more than four feet deep

$5.76
$6.11
$50.00 plus cost
of repairs
$200 plus cost of
repairs
$75.00
$100.00
$100.00
$150.00
$750.00
$2,000.00

Amount
$243.68
FEE DELETED
$10.00 for each
extra foot
$100.00

Fees for connection and/or repair/replacement to water system:
Applicable Code, Ordinance
Read Meters
Cost of
Size
or Resolution
Coupling
RES-171-07, RES-134-08,
5/8”
$128.48
$6.00
RES-004-10,
-3/4”
$149.88
$15.00
RES-043-11
RES-171-07, RES-134-08,
1”
$199.10
$9.25
RES-004-10, RES-043-11
$262.24
$25.00
RES-171-07, RES-134-08,
1.5”
$435.06
$26.75
RES-004-10, RES-043-11
$842.53
$100.00
RES-171-07, RES-134-08,
2”
$610.10
$27.75
RES-004-10, RES-043-11
$999.37
$100.00
3”
NEW
$1,799.35

Installation

$25.00

Total
$159.48
$189.88

$25.00
$50.00
$25.00
$50.00

$233.35
$312.24
$486.81
$992.53
$662.85
$1,149.37

$150.00

$1,949.35

$25.00

NEW

4”

$3,125.20

$150.00

$3,275.20

NEW

6”

$5,398.50

$150.00

$5,548.50

$127.00
$131.47

$25.00

$152.00
$156.47

RES-171-07, RES-134-08,
RES-004-10, RES-043-11

MXU

The table below outlines an example of the financial impact to our customers, at various
consumption levels, based on rates proposed for FY2023.

MISCELLANEOUS
The City currently has 49 fees in the Miscellaneous section that are administered by various
departments. No changes are being made to the existing fees; one fee is proposed to be created.
The Library currently allows for the checkout of wi-fi hotspots. Because of the limited number of
hotspots, the Library would like to increase the daily fine for these items from twenty cents per
day (the fine for all other materials) to one dollar per day. This fee is not expected to have an
impact on FY2023 revenue projections.

Applicable Code, Ordinance
or Resolution

Description

Amount

NEW

Overdue Wi-Fi Hotspot

$1.00 per day

The Building and Building Regulations, Businesses, Health, and Planning sections of the
Master Fee schedule combine for a
current total of 131 fees. Based upon
comparisons to both our peer cities as well
as our geographically adjacent cities, 25
fees are being recommended to increase,
10 fees are recommended to decrease, 10
additional fees are being proposed, no
fees are scheduled for deletion and 96
fees will remain flat. The net impact of
these fee adjustments is expected to add
approximately $70,000 to General Fund
revenue and that revenue has been
included in the FY2023 Proposed Budget.
The FY2023 Proposed Budget includes a
total of $5.3 million or 9.0% in General Fund revenue from fees.
BUILDING AND BUILDING REGULATIONS
Within the Building and Building Regulations section, plan review fees and permit and inspection
fees are increasing, with fees and permits for new residential multi-family construction being
separated to a new schedule from other new residential construction.
Additionally, $10.00 increases are proposed to each of the base rate charges for commercial plan
review and commercial permit and inspection fees for each square footage tier.
Fees for new residential construction (includes Single-Family, Duplex, and Townhouse
and Multi-Family):
Applicable Code, Ordinance
Description
Amount
or Resolution
Plan Review Fee
$200.00
RES-149-19
$300.00
Fees for new residential construction (Multi-Family):
Applicable Code, Ordinance
Description
or Resolution
Plan Review Fee
RES-149-19

Amount
$200
$1,500.00

Residential Permit and Inspection Fees for Residential Remodels, Additions, Alterations
and Repairs (includes Single-Family, Duplex, and Townhouse and Multi-Family):
Applicable Code, Ordinance
Description
Amount
or Resolution
Plan Review Fee
RES-149-19
$75.00
RES-149-19

Permit and Inspection Fee

$75.00 + 50 cents per
square foot

Residential Permit and Inspection Fees for Residential Remodels, Additions, Alterations
and Repairs (Multi-Family):
Applicable Code, Ordinance
Description
Amount
or Resolution
Plan Review Fee
$75.00
RES-149-19
$1,500 per building
Permit and Inspection Fee
$75.00 + 50 cents per
square foot
RES-149-19
$75.00 + 80 cents per
square foot
Building Fees and Related Permit Items:
Applicable Code,
Description
Ordinance or Resolution
RES-144-07; RES-133-11; Commercial Plan Review
RES-149-19
$1.00 to $10,000.00
RES-144-07; RES-133-11;
RES-149-19

Commercial Plan Review
$10,001.00 to $25,000.00

RES-144-07; RES-133-11;
RES-149-19

Commercial Plan Review
$25,001.00 to $50,000.00

RES-144-07; RES-133-11;
RES-149-19

Commercial Plan Review
$50,001.00 to $100,000.00

RES-144-07; RES-133-11;
RES-149-19

Commercial Plan Review
$100,001.00 to $500,000.00

Amount
$75.00
$85.00
$75.00 for the first $10,000.00
$85.00 for the first $10,000.00
plus $6.00 for each additional
$1,000.00
$165.00 for the first $25,000.00
$175.00 for the first $25,000.00 plus
$4.00 for each additional $1,000.00
$265.00 for the first $50,000.00
$275.00 for the first $50,000.00
plus $2.75 for each additional
$1,000.00
$402.50 for the first $100,000.00
$412.50 for the first $100,000.00
plus $2.50 for each additional
$1,000.00

Applicable Code,
Description
Ordinance or Resolution
RES-144-07; RES-133-11; Commercial Plan Review
RES-149-19
$500,001.00 to $1,000,000.00

RES-144-07; RES-133-11;
RES-149-19

Commercial Plan Review
$1,000,001.00 and higher

RES-149-19

Commercial Permit and
Inspection Fee
$1.00 to $10,000.00
Commercial Permit and
Inspection Fee
$10,001.00 to $25,000.00

RES-149-19

Amount
$1,402.50 for the first $500,000.00
$1,412.50 for the first $500,000.00
plus $2.30 for each additional
$1,000.00
$2,552.50 for the first $1,000,000.00
$2,562,50 for the first $1,000,000.00
plus $1.65 for each additional
$1,000.00
$75.00
$85.00
$75.00 for the first $10,000.00
$85.00 for the first $10,000.00 plus
$9.25 for each additional $1,000.00

RES-149-19

Commercial Permit and
Inspection Fee
$25,001.00 to $50,000.00

$213.75 for the first $25,000.00
$223.75 for the first $25,000.00 plus
$7.00 for each additional $1,000.00

RES-149-19

Commercial Permit and
Inspection Fee
$50,001.00 to $100,000.00

$388.75 for the first $50,000.00
$398.75 for the first $50,000.00 plus
$4.75 for each additional $1,000.00

RES-149-19

Commercial Permit and
Inspection Fee
$100,001.00 to $500,000.00

$626.25 for the first $100,000.00
$636.25 for the first $100,000.00 plus
$3.50 for each additional
$1,000.00

RES-149-19

Commercial Permit and
Inspection Fee
$500,001.00 to $1,000,000.00

RES-149-19

Commercial Permit and
Inspection Fee
$1,000,000.00 and up

$2,026.25 for the first $500,000.00
$2,036.25 for the first $500,000.00
plus $3.30 for each additional
$1,000.00
$3,676.26 for the first $1,000,000.00
$3,686.25 for the first $1,000,000.00
plus $2.50 for each additional
$1,000.00

Other permit fees
Applicable Code, Ordinance
or Resolution
RES-149-19
RES-149-19
RES-149-19
RES-149-19
RES-149-19
Registration fees:
Applicable Code, Ordinance
or Resolution
RES-149-19

Description
Fence - Residential
Water Heater (each) - Residential
HVAC Replacement - Residential
Electrical Panel/Service Change - Residential
Electrical - Solar

Description
Multi-family registration

Amount
$30.00
$40.00
$65.00
$75.00
$65.00
$90.00
$65.00
$85.00
$150.00
$160.00

Amount
$12 per unit
$15 per unit

BUSINESSES
In the Businesses section, three new fees relating to food service establishments are being
proposed.
Food service establishments:
Applicable Code, Ordinance
or Resolution

Description

Amount

NEW

Food Service Establishment Reinspection

$50.00

NEW

Liquid Waste Hauler Permit

$150.00

NEW

Grease Trap Interceptor Inspection

$50.00

HEALTH FEES
Two new fees are proposed in the Health section, for public swimming pool reinspection and to
add a penalty for late registrations.
NEW

Public Swimming Pool Reinspection

$50.00

NEW

Public Swimming Pool Late Registration

$50.00

PLANNING
In the Planning Section, ten fees are being recommended for reduction based upon surveys of
neighboring cities. Additionally, four new fees are proposed, and one fee is increasing.
Plats:
Applicable Code, Ordinance
or Resolution
RES-144-07; RES-149-19
RES-144-07; RES-149-19
RES-144-07; RES-149-19
RES-149-19

Description
Preliminary Plat application
Final plat submission (includes Minor
Subdivisions)
Replat
Zoning Change

Form-based code plan review:
Applicable Code, Ordinance
Description
or Resolution
RES-108-12; RES-086-15;
Framework Plan
RES-149-19
Phased Master Plan
RES-086-15; RES-149-19

Amount
$1,700.00
$1,000.00
$2,300.00
$1,000.00
$2,100.00
$1,000.00
$3,000.00
$1,250.00

Amount
$3,800.00
$1,250.00
$3,250.00
$2,250.00
$3,250.00
$2,250.00

RES-108-12; RES-086-15;
RES-149-19

Regulating Plan

NEW

Major Warrants (3 or fewer) - Single-Family

$250.00

NEW

Minor Warrants – Single-Family

No Cost

NEW

Minor Warrants – Non-homeowner

$750.00

NEW

Alternative Landscape Plans

$300.00

RES-149-19
RES-149-19
RES-149-19
RES-149-19

Special Use Permits
Board of Adjustment Fee - Commercial
Board of Adjustment Fee - Residential
Zoning Verification Letter

$2,750.00
$1,300.00
$1,900.00
$500.00
$500.00
$250.00
$80.00
$100.00

ANIMALS
In the Animals section of the Master Fee Schedule, the following new fee is proposed:

Applicable Code, Ordinance
or Resolution
NEW

Description
Animal Owner Surrender

Amount
$75.00

CREDIT CARD PROCESSING CHARGES – BUILDING INSPECTIONS
In FY2021, Community Development went live
Building Inspections with MyGov as a new point of sale system to
Credit Card Charges
receive payments for fees and permits. A
requirement for implementing the MyGov $100,000
system was to also use its authorized credit card
$80,000
clearing house, which dictates credit card
$60,000
processing fees independently from our banking
$40,000
institution or clearing houses used by other
$20,000
systems across the City. Pace, the clearing
$0
house used by the MyGov system, has the
2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 YTD 22
ability to pass through the credit card merchant
charges directly to the customer rather than have the City recover those costs through increasing
the fees themselves or by subsidizing the credit card processing charges with General Fund
revenue.
The cost of credit card processing has increased exponentially as illustrated on the graph above.
Once a manageable expense, as Rowlett has grown there has been a significant corresponding
increase in our credit card charges. The FY2023 Proposed Budget includes redirecting these
credit card charges to charge only those benefiting from the transaction, saving the General Fund
$80,000.
Credit card processing charges for the Rowlett Community Centre, Library, Animal Services, Jail,
Police Records, and Utility Billing are provided for at a reduced cost that was negotiated in
conjunction with our banking contract and not are proposed to change at this time. The Municipal
Court uses a third different credit card clearing house and the handling of those processing
charges could be examined in the future.
FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS
The anticipated collection of the fees, as proposed, was submitted as revenue in the proposed
FY2023 budget and presented for discussion at the August 22, 2022, budget work session. The
proposed rates will go into effect beginning October 1, 2022.
RECOMMENDED ACTION
Approve the resolution amending the Master Fee Schedule for rate and fee changes to Solid
Waste, Utilities, Miscellaneous, Building and Building Regulations, Businesses, Health, Planning
and Animals sections.

RESOLUTION
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROWLETT, TEXAS, AMENDING
THE MASTER FEE SCHEDULE FOR THE CITY OF ROWLETT TO AMEND THE FEES SET
FORTH IN THE SOLID WASTE, UTILITIES, MISCELLANEOUS, BUILDING AND BUILDING
REGULATIONS, BUSINESSES, HEALTH, PLANNING AND ANIMALS SECTIONS OF THE
MASTER FEE SCHEDULE; PROVIDING THAT OTHER FEES NOT LISTED BUT NOW
CHARGED PURSUANT TO OTHER ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS SHALL REMAIN IN
EFFECT UNTIL TRANSFERRED TO THE MASTER FEE SCHEDULE BY AMENDMENT;
PROVIDING A REPEALING CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Rowlett has heretofore adopted a Master Fee
Schedule for the purpose of setting forth the comprehensive fees assessed and collected by the
City for a range of applications, permits, licenses, services and activities; and
WHEREAS, the City Council desires to amend the said Fee Schedule to revise or add
existing or new fees and does so by this Resolution; and
WHEREAS, in the event there is a conflict between a fee listed in the Master Fee Schedule
and the provisions of any other City ordinance or resolution, the provisions of the Master Fee
Schedule shall prevail; and
WHEREAS, although the purpose of this resolution is to amend the Master Fee Schedule,
this resolution is not intended to amend, abolish or change any fee heretofore established that is
not listed in the Master Fee Schedule.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
ROWLETT, TEXAS:
SECTION 1: That from and after the effective date of this Resolution the fees and
charges set out in the Master Fee Schedule attached hereto as Exhibit "A" shall
be collected on behalf of the City for Utilities and Solid Waste as shown in Exhibit
“A”. Other sections, fees or charges not referenced in Exhibit “A” shall remain
unaffected by this Resolution.
SECTION 2: That in the event of a conflict between a fee set out in the Master
Fee Schedule and the provisions of any other City ordinance or resolution, the
provisions of the Master Fee Schedule shall prevail; however, this resolution shall
not amend, abolish or change any fee heretofore established that is not listed in
the Master Fee Schedule and such fees shall continue in effect for all purposes
until amended by ordinance or resolution or transferred to the Master Fee
Schedule.

SECTION 3: That all provisions of the ordinances and resolutions of the City of
Rowlett in conflict with the provisions of this resolution be and the same are hereby
repealed and all other provisions of the ordinances and resolutions of the City of
Rowlett not in conflict with the provisions hereof shall remain in full force and effect.
SECTION 4: That if any section, sentence, clause, or phrase of this resolution is
for any reason held to be unconstitutional or otherwise invalid or unenforceable by
a court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the
remaining sections, sentences, clauses, or phrases of this resolution, it being the
legislative intent that the provisions of this resolution are severable and that the
resolution shall continue in effect notwithstanding the invalidity of such section,
sentence, clause, or phrase.
SECTION 5: That the fees provided for in Section 1 of this Resolution relative to
the various proposed rates and fees shall become effective on the 1st day of
October 2022.
ATTACHMENTS
Exhibit A – Master Fee Schedule

EXHIBIT A
SOLID WASTE FEE SCHEDULE
Temporary Waste Haulers

Residential solid waste collection fees

Applicable Resolution, Ordinance, or Code(s):
RES‐105‐15
FY22

Applicable Resolution, Ordiance or Code(s):
RES‐078‐14; RES‐102‐17; RES‐080‐18; RES‐108‐19;
RES‐109‐20; RES‐099‐21

FY23

FY22

FY23

Permi t Fee

$

75.00

$

75.00

Res i denti a l , 1 ca rt

$

19.01

$

19.68

Ins pecti on Fee

$

75.00

$

75.00

Res i denti a l , extra ca rt

$

9.51

$

9.84

Conta i ner Fee

$

50.00

$

50.00

Ri ght of Wa y, 1 ca rt

$

3.00

$

3.00

Ri ght of Wa y, extra ca rt

$

1.50

$

1.50

Commercial and Industrial Rates
Applicable Resolution, Ordiance or Code(s): RES‐078‐14; RES‐102‐17; RES‐080‐18; RES‐108‐19;
RES‐109‐20; RES‐099‐21
FY23

FY22

FY22

2 Ya rd:

FY23

6 Ya rd:

Pi ck up 1 x week

$

104.01

$

109.21

Pi ck up 1 x week

$

158.50

$

166.42

Pi ck up 2 x week

$

199.41

$

209.38

Pi ck up 2 x week

$

304.27

$

319.48

Pi ck up 3 x week

$

294.84

$

309.58

Pi ck up 3 x week

$

450.05

$

472.55

Pi ck up 4 x week

$

390.31

$

409.82

Pi ck up 4 x week

$

595.86

$

625.65

Pi ck up 5 x week

$

485.71

$

510.00

Pi ck up 5 x week

$

741.62

$

778.71

Pi ck up 6 x week

$

581.25

$

610.31

Pi ck up 6 x week

$

887.39

$

931.76

Extra Pi ckup

$

50.56

$

53.08

Extra Pi ckup

$

119.70

$

125.68

Pi ck up 1 x week

$

114.39

$

120.11

Pi ck up 1 x week

$

186.58

$

195.91

Pi ck up 2 x week

$

220.25

$

231.26

Pi ck up 2 x week

$

358.97

$

376.92

Pi ck up 3 x week

$

326.15

$

342.45

Pi ck up 3 x week

$

531.37

$

557.93

Pi ck up 4 x week

$

432.04

$

453.65

Pi ck up 4 x week

$

703.76

$

738.94

Pi ck up 5 x week

$

537.92

$

564.81

Pi ck up 5 x week

$

875.82

$

919.62

Pi ck up 6 x week

$

643.85

$

676.04

Pi ck up 6 x week

$ 1,048.50

$

1,100.93

Extra Pi ckup

$

71.82

$

75.41

Extra Pi ckup

$

$

153.65

$

16.78 $

17.62
58.72

3 Ya rd:

8 Ya rd:

4 Ya rd:

146.33

Mi s c.

Pi ck up 1 x week

$

128.66

$

135.09

Pi ck up 2 x week

$

247.85

$

260.24

Ca s ters

$

55.93 $

Pi ck up 3 x week

$

367.02

$

385.37

Pol yca rt 1‐1 x week

$

38.03 $

39.03

Pi ck up 4 x week

$

585.39

$

614.65

Extra pol yca rt

$

19.01 $

19.97

Pi ck up 5 x week

$

605.42

$

635.69

Ri ght of Wa y, pol yca rt

$

Pi ck up 6 x week

$

661.31

$

694.37

Ri ght of Wa y, extra ca rt

Extra Pi ckup

$

93.13

$

97.79

Lock

6.00

$

6.00

$

3.00

$

3.00

Ri ght of Wa y, dumps ter $

10.00

$

10.00

EXHIBIT A
UTILITIES
Volume charges per month for all consumption
Applicable Code, Ordinance
Description
or Resolution
Residential volume charges per month per
RES-144-07, RES-134-08,
1,000 gallons (0-3,000 gallons)
ORD-027-09,
RES-076-10, RES-133-11;
RES-078-14; RES-102-17;
RES-080-18; RES-109-20
RES-102-17; RES-080-18

$3.55
$3.76

Residential volume charges per month per
1,000 gallons (3,001- 15,000 gallons)

RES-144-07, RES-134-08,
ORD-027-09,
RES-076-10, RES-133-11;
RES-078-14; RES-102-17;
RES-080-18

Residential volume charges per month per
1,000 gallons (above 15,000 gallons)

RES-102-17; RES-080-18

Commercial and multi-family volume charges
per month per 1,000 gallons
Meter tampering Fee

RES-134-08
RES-144-07, RES-134-08

Security deposit for residential utility
connection

RES-144-07

Security deposit for commercial utility
connection

RES-144-07

Deposit for use of fire hydrant

Fees for connection to sewer system:
Applicable Code, Ordinance
Description
or Resolution
Each four-inch sewer tap
RES-144-07
RES-144-07

Amount

Sewer taps more than six feet deep
Sewer taps more than four feet deep

Fees for connection and/or repair/replacement to water system:
Applicable Code, Ordinance
Read Meters
Cost of
Size
or Resolution
Coupling

$5.76
$6.11
$7.20
$7.63
$5.76
$6.11
$50.00 plus cost
of repairs
$200 plus cost of
repairs
$75.00
$100.00
$100.00
$150.00
$750.00
$2,000.00

Amount
$243.68
FEE DELETED
$10.00 for each
extra foot
$100.00

Installation

Total

EXHIBIT A
$128.48
$149.88

$6.00
$15.00

$25.00

$9.25
$25.00
$26.75
$100.00
$27.75
$100.00

$25.00

3”

$199.10
$262.24
$435.06
$842.53
$610.10
$999.37
$1,799.35

4”
6”

RES-171-07, RES-134-08,
RES-004-10,
RES-043-11
RES-171-07, RES-134-08,
RES-004-10, RES-043-11

5/8”
-3/4”

RES-171-07, RES-134-08,
RES-004-10, RES-043-11

1.5”

RES-171-07, RES-134-08,
RES-004-10, RES-043-11

2”

NEW
NEW
NEW
RES-171-07, RES-134-08,
RES-004-10, RES-043-11

MISCELLANEOUS
Applicable Code, Ordinance
or Resolution
NEW

1”

MXU

$159.48
$189.88
$233.35
$312.24
$486.81
$992.53
$662.85
$1,149.37

$25.00
$50.00
$25.00
$50.00
$150.00

$1,949.35

$3,125.20

$150.00

$3,275.20

$5,398.50

$150.00

$5,548.50

$127.00
$131.47

$25.00

$152.00
$156.47

Description

Amount

Overdue Wi-Fi Hotspot

$1.00 per day

BUILDING AND BUILDING REGULATIONS
Fees for new residential construction (includes Single-Family, Duplex, and Townhouse
and Multi-Family):
Applicable Code, Ordinance
Description
Amount
or Resolution
Plan Review Fee
$200.00
RES-149-19
$300.00
Fees for new residential construction (Multi-Family):
Applicable Code, Ordinance
Description
or Resolution
Plan Review Fee
RES-149-19

Amount
$200
$1,500.00

Residential Permit and Inspection Fees for Residential Remodels, Additions, Alterations
and Repairs (includes Single-Family, Duplex, and Townhouse and Multi-Family):
Applicable Code, Ordinance
Description
Amount
or Resolution
RES-149-19
Plan Review Fee
$75.00

EXHIBIT A
RES-149-19

Permit and Inspection Fee

$75.00 + 50 cents per
square foot

Residential Permit and Inspection Fees for Residential Remodels, Additions, Alterations
and Repairs (Multi-Family):
Applicable Code, Ordinance
Description
Amount
or Resolution
Plan Review Fee
$75.00
RES-149-19
$1,500 per building
Permit and Inspection Fee
$75.00 + 50 cents per
square foot
RES-149-19
$75.00 + 80 cents per
square foot

Building Fees and Related Permit Items:
Applicable Code,
Description
Ordinance or Resolution
RES-144-07; RES-133-11; Commercial Plan Review
RES-149-19
$1.00 to $10,000.00
RES-144-07; RES-133-11;
RES-149-19

Commercial Plan Review
$10,001.00 to $25,000.00

RES-144-07; RES-133-11;
RES-149-19

Commercial Plan Review
$25,001.00 to $50,000.00

RES-144-07; RES-133-11;
RES-149-19

Commercial Plan Review
$50,001.00 to $100,000.00

RES-144-07; RES-133-11;
RES-149-19

RES-144-07; RES-133-11;
RES-149-19

RES-144-07; RES-133-11;
RES-149-19

Amount
$75.00
$85.00
$75.00 for the first $10,000.00
$85.00 for the first $10,000.00
plus $6.00 for each additional
$1,000.00
$165.00 for the first $25,000.00
$175.00 for the first $25,000.00 plus
$4.00 for each additional $1,000.00

$265.00 for the first $50,000.00
$275.00 for the first $50,000.00
plus $2.75 for each additional
$1,000.00
Commercial Plan Review
$402.50 for the first $100,000.00
$412.50 for the first $100,000.00
$100,001.00 to $500,000.00
plus $2.50 for each additional
$1,000.00
Commercial Plan Review
$1,402.50 for the first $500,000.00
$500,001.00 to $1,000,000.00 $1,412.50 for the first $500,000.00
plus $2.30 for each additional
$1,000.00
Commercial Plan Review
$2,552.50 for the first $1,000,000.00
$2,562,50 for the first $1,000,000.00
$1,000,001.00 and higher
plus $1.65 for each additional
$1,000.00

EXHIBIT A
RES-149-19
RES-149-19

RES-149-19

RES-149-19

RES-149-19

RES-149-19

RES-149-19

Commercial Permit and
Inspection Fee
$1.00 to $10,000.00
Commercial Permit and
Inspection Fee
$10,001.00 to $25,000.00

Commercial Permit and
Inspection Fee
$25,001.00 to $50,000.00

Commercial Permit and
Inspection Fee
$50,001.00 to $100,000.00

Commercial Permit and
Inspection Fee
$100,001.00 to $500,000.00

$75.00 for the first $10,000.00
$85.00 for the first $10,000.00 plus
$9.25 for each additional $1,000.00
$213.75 for the first $25,000.00
$223.75 for the first $25,000.00 plus
$7.00 for each additional $1,000.00
$388.75 for the first $50,000.00
$398.75 for the first $50,000.00 plus
$4.75 for each additional $1,000.00
$626.25 for the first $100,000.00
$636.25 for the first $100,000.00 plus
$3.50 for each additional
$1,000.00

Commercial Permit and
Inspection Fee
$500,001.00 to $1,000,000.00

Commercial Permit and
Inspection Fee
$1,000,000.00 and up

Other permit fees
Applicable Code, Ordinance
or Resolution
RES-149-19

$75.00
$85.00

$2,026.25 for the first $500,000.00
$2,036.25 for the first $500,000.00
plus $3.30 for each additional
$1,000.00
$3,676.26 for the first $1,000,000.00
$3,686.25 for the first $1,000,000.00
plus $2.50 for each additional
$1,000.00

Description
Fence - Residential

Amount
$30.00
$40.00

EXHIBIT A
RES-149-19

Water Heater (each) - Residential

RES-149-19

HVAC Replacement - Residential

RES-149-19

Electrical Panel/Service Change - Residential

RES-149-19

Electrical - Solar

Registration fees:
Applicable Code, Ordinance
or Resolution
RES-149-19

Description
Multi-family registration

$65.00
$75.00
$65.00
$90.00
$65.00
$85.00
$150.00
$160.00

Amount
$12 per unit
$15 per unit

BUSINESSES
Food service establishments:
Applicable Code, Ordinance
or Resolution

Description

Amount

Food Service Establishment Reinspection

$50.00

Liquid Waste Hauler Permit

$150.00

Grease Trap Interceptor Inspection

$50.00

NEW

Public Swimming Pool Reinspection

$50.00

NEW

Public Swimming Pool Late Registration

$50.00

NEW
NEW
NEW
HEALTH FEES

PLANNING
Plats:
Applicable Code, Ordinance
or Resolution

Description

Amount

RES-144-07; RES-149-19

Preliminary Plat application

$1,700.00
$1,000.00

RES-144-07; RES-149-19

Final plat submission (includes Minor
Subdivisions)

$2,300.00
$1,000.00

EXHIBIT A
RES-144-07; RES-149-19

Replat

RES-149-19

Zoning Change

Form-based code plan review:
Applicable Code, Ordinance
Description
or Resolution
Framework Plan
RES-108-12; RES-086-15;
RES-149-19

$2,100.00
$1,000.00
$3,000.00
$1,250.00

Amount
$3,800.00
$1,250.00

RES-086-15; RES-149-19

Phased Master Plan

$3,250.00
$2,250.00

RES-108-12; RES-086-15;
RES-149-19

Regulating Plan

$3,250.00
$2,250.00

NEW

Major Warrants (3 or fewer) - Single-Family

$250.00

NEW

Minor Warrants – Single-Family

No Cost

NEW

Minor Warrants – Non-homeowner

$750.00

NEW

Alternative Landscape Plans

$300.00

RES-149-19

Special Use Permits

RES-149-19

Board of Adjustment Fee - Commercial

RES-149-19

Board of Adjustment Fee - Residential

RES-149-19

Zoning Verification Letter

$2,750.00
$1,300.00
$1,900.00
$500.00
$500.00
$250.00
$80.00
$100.00

ANIMALS
Applicable Code, Ordinance
Description
or Resolution
NEW
Animal Owner Surrender

Amount
$75.00

CITY OF ROWLETT
COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM
AGENDA DATE: 09/20/2022

AGENDA ITEM: 7D

TITLE
Consider action to approve a resolution settling Rate Review Mechanism (RRM) filings as
recommended by the Atmos Cities Steering Committee.
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Wendy Badgett, Director of Finance
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Approve a resolution settling RRM filings as recommended by the Atmos Cities Steering
Committee.
STRATEGIC PRIORITY AND GOAL(S)
Strategic Priority
PROMOTE
OPERATIONAL
EXCELLENCE

Strategic Goal

7.1 Provide responsive, reliable, and cost-efficient public
services.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The City, along with 181 other Mid-Texas cities served by Atmos Energy Corporation, Mid-Tex
Division (“Atmos Mid-Tex” or “Company”), is a member of the Atmos Cities Steering Committee
(“ACSC”). In 2007, ACSC and Atmos Mid-Tex settled a rate application filed by the Company
pursuant to Section 104.301 of the Texas Utilities Code for an interim rate adjustment commonly
referred to as a GRIP filing (arising out of the Gas Reliability Infrastructure Program legislation).
That settlement created a substitute rate review process, referred to as Rate Review Mechanism
(“RRM”), as a substitute for future filings under the GRIP statute.
Since 2007, there have been several modifications to the original RRM Tariff. The most recent
iteration of an RRM Tariff was reflected in an ordinance adopted by ACSC members in 2018.
DISCUSSION
On or about April 1, 2022, the Company filed a rate request pursuant to the RRM Tariff adopted
by ACSC members. The Company claimed that its cost-of-service in the test year ending
December 31, 2021, entitled it to additional system-wide revenues of $141.3 million. Application
of the standards set forth in ACSC’s RRM Tariff reduces the Company’s request to $115 million,
$83.26 million of which would be applicable to ACSC members. ACSC’s consultants concluded
that the system-wide deficiency under the RRM regime should be $95.8 million instead of the
claimed $141.3 million.

The Executive Committee recommends a settlement at $115 million. The Effective Date for new
rates is October 1, 2022.
RATE TARIFFS
Atmos generated rate tariffs attached to the Resolution will generate $115 million in additional
revenues, included as Attachment 1. Atmos also prepared a Proof of Revenues supporting the
settlement figures. ACSC consultants have agreed that Atmos’ Proof of Revenues is accurate.
BILL IMPACT
The impact of the settlement on average residential rates is an increase of $4.60 on a monthly
basis, or 6.7 percent. The increase for average commercial usage will be $14.34 or 4.3 percent.
Atmos provided bill impact comparisons containing these figures, included as Attachment 3.
SUMMARY OF ACSC’S OBJECTION TO THE UTILITIES CODE SECTION 104.301 GRIP
PROCESS
ACSC strongly opposed the GRIP process because it constitutes piecemeal ratemaking by
ignoring declining expenses and increasing revenues while rewarding the Company for increasing
capital investment on an annual basis. The GRIP process does not allow any review of the
reasonableness of capital investment and does not allow cities to participate in the Railroad
Commission’s review of annual GRIP filings or allow recovery of Cities’ rate case expenses. The
Railroad Commission undertakes a mere administrative review of GRIP filings (instead of a full
hearing), and rate increases go into effect without any material adjustments. In ACSC’s view, the
GRIP process unfairly raises customers’ rates without any regulatory oversight. In contrast, the
RRM process has allowed for a more comprehensive rate review and annual evaluation of
expenses and revenues, as well as capital investment.
RRM SAVINGS OVER GRIP
While residents outside municipal limits must pay rates governed by GRIP, there are some cities
served by Atmos Mid-Tex that chose to remain under GRIP rather than adopt RRM. Additionally,
the City of Dallas adopted a variation of RRM, which is referred to as DARR. When new rates
become effective on October 1, 2022, ACSC residents will maintain an economic monthly
advantage over GRIP and DARR rates.
Comparison to Other Mid-Tex Rates (Residential)

RRM Cities:
DARR:
ATM Cities:
Environs:

Average Bill
$73.22
$71.96
$78.72
$78.53

Compared to RRM Cities
($1.26)
$5.50
$5.31

Note: DARR rate is as-filed 1/22/22. Also note that DARR uses a test year ending in September
rather than December.

EXPLANATION OF “BE IT RESOLVED” PARAGRAPHS:
1.
This section approves all findings in the Resolution.
2.
This section adopts the RRM rate tariffs and finds the adoption of the new rates to be
just, reasonable and in the public interest.
3.
This section makes it clear that Cities may challenge future costs associated with gas
leaks like the explosion in North Dallas or the evacuation in Georgetown.
4.
This section finds that existing rates are unreasonable. Such finding is a necessary
predicate to establishment of new rates. The new tariffs will permit Atmos Mid-Tex to
recover an additional $115 million from ACSC Cities.
5.
This section approves an exhibit that establishes a benchmark for pensions and retiree
medical benefits to be used in future rate cases or RRM filings.
6.
This section requires the Company to reimburse the City for expenses associated with
review of the RRM filing, settlement discussions and adoption of the Resolution
approving new rate tariffs.
7.
This section repeals any resolution or ordinance that is inconsistent with the
Resolution.
8.
This section finds that the meeting was conducted in compliance with the Texas Open
Meetings Act, Texas Government Code, Chapter 551.
9.
This section is a savings clause, which provides that if any section is later found to be
unconstitutional or invalid, that finding shall not affect, impair or invalidate the
remaining provisions of this Resolution. This section further directs that the remaining
provisions of the Resolution are to be interpreted as if the offending section or clause
never existed.
10.
This section provides for an effective date upon passage.
11.
This section directs that a copy of the signed Resolution be sent to a representative of
the Company and legal counsel for ACSC.
The Legislature’s GRIP process allowed gas utilities to receive annual rate increases associated
with capital investments. The RRM process has proven to result in a more efficient and less costly
(both from a consumer rate impact perspective and from a ratemaking perspective) than the GRIP
process. Given Atmos Mid-Tex’s claim that its historic cost of service should entitle it to recover
$141.3 million in additional system-wide revenues, the RRM settlement at $115 million for ACSC
Cities reflects substantial savings to ACSC Cities. The proposed Settlement at $115 million is fair
and reasonable. The ACSC Executive Committee consisting of city employees of 18 ACSC
members urges all ACSC members to pass the Resolution before September 30, 2022. The new
rates become effective October 1, 2022.
As of time of publication, ACSC’s legal representation notes that 96 cities have passed this
settlement RRM Mid-Tex Resolution and 2 cities have it set on an upcoming agenda. To their
knowledge, no city has failed to adopt the settlement.
FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS
The impact of the settlement on average residential rates is an increase of $4.60 on a monthly
basis, or 6.7 percent. The increase for average commercial usage will be $14.34 or 4.3 percent.

RECOMMENDED ACTION
Move to approve a resolution approving a negotiated resolution between the Atmos Cities
Steering Committee (ACSC) and Atmos Energy Corp., Mid-Tex Division regarding the Company’s
2022 annual Rate Review Mechanism filing in all cities exercising original jurisdiction.
RESOLUTION
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROWLETT, TEXAS, APPROVING
A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT BETWEEN THE ATMOS CITIES STEERING COMMITTEE
(“ACSC”) AND ATMOS ENERGY CORP., MID-TEX DIVISION REGARDING THE COMPANY’S
2022 RATE REVIEW MECHANISM FILING; DECLARING EXISTING RATES TO BE
UNREASONABLE; ADOPTING TARIFFS THAT REFLECT RATE ADJUSTMENTS
CONSISTENT WITH THE NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT; FINDING THE RATES TO BE SET
BY THE ATTACHED SETTLEMENT TARIFFS TO BE JUST AND REASONABLE AND IN THE
PUBLIC INTEREST; APPROVING AN ATTACHMENT ESTABLISHING A BENCHMARK FOR
PENSIONS AND RETIREE MEDICAL BENEFITS; REQUIRING THE COMPANY TO
REIMBURSE ACSC’S REASONABLE RATEMAKING EXPENSES; DETERMINING THAT
THIS RESOLUTION WAS PASSED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE
TEXAS OPEN MEETINGS ACT; ADOPTING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; DECLARING AN
EFFECTIVE DATE; AND REQUIRING DELIVERY OF THIS RESOLUTION TO THE COMPANY
AND THE ACSC’S LEGAL COUNSEL.
WHEREAS, the City of Rowlett, Texas (“City”) is a gas utility customer of Atmos Energy
Corp., Mid-Tex Division (“Atmos Mid-Tex” or “Company”), and a regulatory authority with an
interest in the rates, charges, and services of Atmos Mid-Tex; and
WHEREAS, the City is a member of the Atmos Cities Steering Committee (“ACSC”), a
coalition of similarly situated cities served by Atmos Mid-Tex (“ACSC Cities”) that have joined
together to facilitate the review of, and response to, natural gas issues affecting rates charged in
the Atmos Mid-Tex service area; and
WHEREAS, ACSC and the Company worked collaboratively to develop a Rate Review
Mechanism (“RRM”) tariff that allows for an expedited rate review process by ACSC Cities as a
substitute to the Gas Reliability Infrastructure Program (“GRIP”) process instituted by the
Legislature, and that will establish rates for the ACSC Cities based on the system-wide cost of
serving the Atmos Mid-Tex Division; and
WHEREAS, the current RRM tariff was adopted by the City in a rate ordinance in
2018; and
WHEREAS, on about April 1, 2022, Atmos Mid-Tex filed its 2022 RRM rate request with
ACSC Cities based on a test year ending December 31, 2021; and

WHEREAS, ACSC coordinated its review of the Atmos Mid-Tex 2022 RRM filing through
its Executive Committee, assisted by ACSC’s attorneys and consultants, to resolve issues
identified in the Company’s RRM filing; and
WHEREAS, the Executive Committee, as well as ACSC’s counsel and consultants,
recommend that ACSC Cities approve an increase in base rates for Atmos Mid-Tex of $115 million
on a system-wide basis with an Effective Date of October 1, 2022; and
WHEREAS, ACSC agrees that Atmos’ plant-in-service is reasonable; and
WHEREAS, with the exception of approved plant-in-service, ACSC is not foreclosed from
future reasonableness evaluation of costs associated with incidents related to gas leaks; and
WHEREAS, the attached tariffs (Attachment 1) implementing new rates are consistent
with the recommendation of the ACSC Executive Committee, are agreed to by the Company, and
are just, reasonable, and in the public interest; and
WHEREAS, the settlement agreement sets a new benchmark for pensions and retiree
medical benefits (Attachment 2); and
WHEREAS, the RRM Tariff contemplates reimbursement of ACSC’s reasonable
expenses associated with RRM applications.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
ROWLETT, TEXAS:
SECTION 1: That the findings set forth in this Resolution are hereby in all things
approved.
SECTION 2: That, without prejudice to future litigation of any issue identified by
ACSC, the City Council finds that the settled amount of an increase in revenues of
$115 million on a system-wide basis represents a comprehensive settlement of
gas utility rate issues affecting the rates, operations, and services offered by Atmos
Mid-Tex within the municipal limits arising from Atmos Mid-Tex’s 2022 RRM filing,
is in the public interest, and is consistent with the City’s authority under Section
103.001 of the Texas Utilities Code.
SECTION 3: That despite finding Atmos Mid-Tex’s plant-in-service to be
reasonable, ACSC is not foreclosed in future cases from evaluating the
reasonableness of costs associated with incidents involving leaks of natural gas.
SECTION 4: That the existing rates for natural gas service provided by Atmos
Mid-Tex are unreasonable. The new tariffs attached hereto and incorporated
herein as Attachment 1, are just and reasonable, and are designed to allow Atmos

Mid-Tex to recover annually an additional $115 million on a system-wide basis,
over the amount allowed under currently approved rates. Such tariffs are hereby
adopted.
SECTION 5: That the ratemaking treatment for pensions and retiree medical
benefits in Atmos Mid-Tex’s next RRM filing shall be as set forth on Attachment 2,
attached hereto and incorporated herein.
SECTION 6: That Atmos Mid-Tex shall reimburse the reasonable ratemaking
expenses of the ACSC in processing the Company’s 2022 RRM filing.
SECTION 7: That to the extent any resolution or ordinance previously adopted
by the Council is inconsistent with this Resolution, it is hereby repealed.
SECTION 8: That the meeting at which this Resolution was approved was in all
things conducted in strict compliance with the Texas Open Meetings Act, Texas
Government Code, Chapter 551.
SECTION 9: That if any one or more sections or clauses of this Resolution is
adjudged to be unconstitutional or invalid, such judgment shall not affect, impair,
or invalidate the remaining provisions of this Resolution, and the remaining
provisions of the Resolution shall be interpreted as if the offending section or
clause never existed.
SECTION 10: That consistent with the City Ordinance that established the RRM
process, this Resolution shall become effective from and after its passage with
rates authorized by attached tariffs to be effective for bills rendered on or after
October 1, 2022.
SECTION 11: That a copy of this Resolution shall be sent to Atmos Mid-Tex, care
of Chris Felan, Vice President of Rates and Regulatory Affairs Mid-Tex Division,
Atmos Energy Corporation, 5420 LBJ Freeway, Suite 1862, Dallas, Texas 75240,
and to Thomas Brocato, General Counsel to ACSC, at Lloyd Gosselink Rochelle
& Townsend, P.C., 816 Congress Avenue, Suite 1900, Austin, Texas 78701.
ATTACHMENTS
Attachment 1 – Tariffs
Attachment 2 – Benchmark for pensions and retiree medical benefits
Attachment 3 – Bill impact

Attachment 1
MID-TEX DIVISION
ATMOS ENERGY CORPORATION
RATE SCHEDULE:

R – RESIDENTIAL SALES

APPLICABLE TO:

ALL CUSTOMERS IN THE MID-TEX DIVISION UNDER THE RRM TARIFF

EFFECTIVE DATE:

Bills Rendered on or after 10/01/2022

Application
Applicable to Residential Customers for all natural gas provided at one Point of Delivery and measured
through one meter.
Type of Service
Where service of the type desired by Customer is not already available at the Point of Delivery, additional
charges and special contract arrangements between Company and Customer may be required prior to
service being furnished.
Monthly Rate
Customer's monthly bill will be calculated by adding the following Customer and Ccf charges to the
amounts due under the riders listed below:

Charge

Amount

Customer Charge per Bill

$ 21.55 per month

Rider CEE Surcharge

$ 0.05 per month 1

Total Customer Charge
Commodity Charge – All Ccf

$ 21.60 per month
$0.36223 per Ccf

Gas Cost Recovery: Plus an amount for gas costs and upstream transportation costs calculated
in accordance with Part (a) and Part (b), respectively, of Rider GCR.
Weather Normalization Adjustment: Plus or Minus an amount for weather normalization
calculated in accordance with Rider WNA.
Franchise Fee Adjustment: Plus an amount for franchise fees calculated in accordance with Rider
FF. Rider FF is only applicable to customers inside the corporate limits of any incorporated
municipality.
Tax Adjustment: Plus an amount for tax calculated in accordance with Rider TAX.
Surcharges: Plus an amount for surcharges calculated in accordance with the applicable rider(s).
Agreement
An Agreement for Gas Service may be required.
Notice
Service hereunder and the rates for services provided are subject to the orders of regulatory bodies
having jurisdiction and to the Company’s Tariff for Gas Service.

1

Reference Rider CEE - Conservation and Energy Efficiency as approved in GUD 10170. Surcharge billing effective July 1, 2022.

Attachment 1
MID-TEX DIVISION
ATMOS ENERGY CORPORATION
RATE SCHEDULE:

C – COMMERCIAL SALES

APPLICABLE TO:

ALL CUSTOMERS IN THE MID-TEX DIVISION UNDER THE RRM TARIFF

EFFECTIVE DATE:

Bills Rendered on or after 10/01/2022

Application
Applicable to Commercial Customers for all natural gas provided at one Point of Delivery and measured
through one meter and to Industrial Customers with an average annual usage of less than 30,000 Ccf.
Type of Service
Where service of the type desired by Customer is not already available at the Point of Delivery, additional
charges and special contract arrangements between Company and Customer may be required prior to
service being furnished.
Monthly Rate
Customer's monthly bill will be calculated by adding the following Customer and Ccf charges to the
amounts due under the riders listed below:
Charge

Amount

Customer Charge per Bill

$ 63.50 per month

Rider CEE Surcharge

($ 0.01) per month 1

Total Customer Charge
Commodity Charge – All Ccf

$ 63.49 per month
$ 0.14137 per Ccf

Gas Cost Recovery: Plus an amount for gas costs and upstream transportation costs calculated
in accordance with Part (a) and Part (b), respectively, of Rider GCR.
Weather Normalization Adjustment: Plus or Minus an amount for weather normalization
calculated in accordance with Rider WNA.
Franchise Fee Adjustment: Plus an amount for franchise fees calculated in accordance with Rider
FF. Rider FF is only applicable to customers inside the corporate limits of any incorporated
municipality.
Tax Adjustment: Plus an amount for tax calculated in accordance with Rider TAX.
Surcharges: Plus an amount for surcharges calculated in accordance with the applicable rider(s).
Agreement
An Agreement for Gas Service may be required.
Notice
Service hereunder and the rates for services provided are subject to the orders of regulatory bodies
having jurisdiction and to the Company’s Tariff for Gas Service.

1

Reference Rider CEE - Conservation and Energy Efficiency as approved in GUD 10170. Surcharge billing effective July 1, 2022.

Attachment 1
MID-TEX DIVISION
ATMOS ENERGY CORPORATION
RATE SCHEDULE:

I – INDUSTRIAL SALES

APPLICABLE TO:

ALL CUSTOMERS IN THE MID-TEX DIVISION UNDER THE RRM TARIFF

EFFECTIVE DATE:

Bills Rendered on or after 10/01/2022

Application
Applicable to Industrial Customers with a maximum daily usage (MDU) of less than 3,500 MMBtu per day
for all natural gas provided at one Point of Delivery and measured through one meter. Service for
Industrial Customers with an MDU equal to or greater than 3,500 MMBtu per day will be provided at
Company's sole option and will require special contract arrangements between Company and Customer.
Type of Service
Where service of the type desired by Customer is not already available at the Point of Delivery, additional
charges and special contract arrangements between Company and Customer may be required prior to
service being furnished.
Monthly Rate
Customer's monthly bill will be calculated by adding the following Customer and MMBtu charges to the
amounts due under the riders listed below:
Charge

Amount

Customer Charge per Meter

$ 1,204.50 per month

First 0 MMBtu to 1,500 MMBtu

$ 0.4939 per MMBtu

Next 3,500 MMBtu

$ 0.3617 per MMBtu

All MMBtu over 5,000 MMBtu

$ 0.0776 per MMBtu

Gas Cost Recovery: Plus an amount for gas costs and upstream transportation costs calculated
in accordance with Part (a) and Part (b), respectively, of Rider GCR.
Franchise Fee Adjustment: Plus an amount for franchise fees calculated in accordance with Rider
FF. Rider FF is only applicable to customers inside the corporate limits of any incorporated
municipality.
Tax Adjustment: Plus an amount for tax calculated in accordance with Rider TAX.
Surcharges: Plus an amount for surcharges calculated in accordance with the applicable rider(s).
Curtailment Overpull Fee
Upon notification by Company of an event of curtailment or interruption of Customer’s deliveries,
Customer will, for each MMBtu delivered in excess of the stated level of curtailment or interruption, pay
Company 200% of the midpoint price for the Katy point listed in Platts Gas Daily published for the
applicable Gas Day in the table entitled “Daily Price Survey.”
Replacement Index
In the event the “midpoint” or “common” price for the Katy point listed in Platts Gas Daily in the table
entitled “Daily Price Survey” is no longer published, Company will calculate the applicable imbalance fees
utilizing a daily price index recognized as authoritative by the natural gas industry and most closely
approximating the applicable index.

Attachment 1
MID-TEX DIVISION
ATMOS ENERGY CORPORATION
RATE SCHEDULE:

I – INDUSTRIAL SALES

APPLICABLE TO:

ALL CUSTOMERS IN THE MID-TEX DIVISION UNDER THE RRM TARIFF

EFFECTIVE DATE:

Bills Rendered on or after 10/01/2022

Agreement
An Agreement for Gas Service may be required.
Notice
Service hereunder and the rates for services provided are subject to the orders of regulatory bodies
having jurisdiction and to the Company’s Tariff for Gas Service.
Special Conditions
In order to receive service under Rate I, Customer must have the type of meter required by Company.
Customer must pay Company all costs associated with the acquisition and installation of the meter.

Attachment 1
MID-TEX DIVISION
ATMOS ENERGY CORPORATION
RATE SCHEDULE:

T – TRANSPORTATION

APPLICABLE TO:

ALL CUSTOMERS IN THE MID-TEX DIVISION UNDER THE RRM TARIFF

EFFECTIVE DATE:

Bills Rendered on or after 10/01/2022

Application
Applicable, in the event that Company has entered into a Transportation Agreement, to a customer
directly connected to the Atmos Energy Corp., Mid-Tex Division Distribution System (Customer) for the
transportation of all natural gas supplied by Customer or Customer’s agent at one Point of Delivery for
use in Customer's facility.
Type of Service
Where service of the type desired by Customer is not already available at the Point of Delivery, additional
charges and special contract arrangements between Company and Customer may be required prior to
service being furnished.
Monthly Rate
Customer's bill will be calculated by adding the following Customer and MMBtu charges to the amounts
and quantities due under the riders listed below:
Charge

Amount

Customer Charge per Meter

$ 1,204.50 per month

First 0 MMBtu to 1,500 MMBtu

$ 0.4939 per MMBtu

Next 3,500 MMBtu

$ 0.3617 per MMBtu

All MMBtu over 5,000 MMBtu

$ 0.0776 per MMBtu

Upstream Transportation Cost Recovery: Plus an amount for upstream transportation costs in
accordance with Part (b) of Rider GCR.
Retention Adjustment: Plus a quantity of gas as calculated in accordance with Rider RA.
Franchise Fee Adjustment: Plus an amount for franchise fees calculated in accordance with Rider
FF. Rider FF is only applicable to customers inside the corporate limits of any incorporated
municipality.
Tax Adjustment: Plus an amount for tax calculated in accordance with Rider TAX.
Surcharges: Plus an amount for surcharges calculated in accordance with the applicable rider(s).
Imbalance Fees
All fees charged to Customer under this Rate Schedule will be charged based on the quantities
determined under the applicable Transportation Agreement and quantities will not be aggregated for any
Customer with multiple Transportation Agreements for the purposes of such fees.
Monthly Imbalance Fees
Customer shall pay Company the greater of (i) $0.10 per MMBtu, or (ii) 150% of the difference per MMBtu
between the highest and lowest “midpoint” price for the Katy point listed in Platts Gas Daily in the table
entitled “Daily Price Survey” during such month, for the MMBtu of Customer’s monthly Cumulative
Imbalance, as defined in the applicable Transportation Agreement, at the end of each month that exceeds
10% of Customer’s receipt quantities for the month.

Attachment 1
MID-TEX DIVISION
ATMOS ENERGY CORPORATION
RATE SCHEDULE:

T – TRANSPORTATION

APPLICABLE TO:

ALL CUSTOMERS IN THE MID-TEX DIVISION UNDER THE RRM TARIFF

EFFECTIVE DATE:

Bills Rendered on or after 10/01/2022

Curtailment Overpull Fee
Upon notification by Company of an event of curtailment or interruption of Customer’s deliveries,
Customer will, for each MMBtu delivered in excess of the stated level of curtailment or interruption, pay
Company 200% of the midpoint price for the Katy point listed in Platts Gas Daily published for the
applicable Gas Day in the table entitled “Daily Price Survey.”
Replacement Index
In the event the “midpoint” or “common” price for the Katy point listed in Platts Gas Daily in the table
entitled “Daily Price Survey” is no longer published, Company will calculate the applicable imbalance fees
utilizing a daily price index recognized as authoritative by the natural gas industry and most closely
approximating the applicable index.
Agreement
A transportation agreement is required.
Notice
Service hereunder and the rates for services provided are subject to the orders of regulatory bodies
having jurisdiction and to the Company’s Tariff for Gas Service.
Special Conditions
In order to receive service under Rate T, customer must have the type of meter required by Company.
Customer must pay Company all costs associated with the acquisition and installation of the meter.

Attachment 1
MID-TEX DIVISION
ATMOS ENERGY CORPORATION
RIDER:

WNA – WEATHER NORMALIZATION ADJUSTMENT

APPLICABLE TO:

ALL CUSTOMERS IN THE MID-TEX DIVISION UNDER THE RRM TARIFF

EFFECTIVE DATE:

Bills Rendered on or after 10/01/2022

Provisions for Adjustment
The Commodity Charge per Ccf (100 cubic feet) for gas service set forth in any Rate Schedules utilized
by the cities of the Mid-Tex Division service area for determining normalized winter period revenues shall
be adjusted by an amount hereinafter described, which amount is referred to as the "Weather
Normalization Adjustment." The Weather Normalization Adjustment shall apply to all temperature
sensitive residential and commercial bills based on meters read during the revenue months of November
through April. The five regional weather stations are Abilene, Austin, Dallas, Waco, and Wichita Falls.
Computation of Weather Normalization Adjustment
The Weather Normalization Adjustment Factor shall be computed to the nearest one-hundredth cent
per Ccf by the following formula:

WNAFi

=

Ri

(HSFi

x

(BLi

+

(NDD-ADD) )

(HSFi

x

ADD) )

Where
i

=

WNAFi

=

Ri

=

any particular Rate Schedule or billing classification within any such
particular Rate Schedule that contains more than one billing classification
Weather Normalization Adjustment Factor for the ith rate schedule or
classification expressed in cents per Ccf
Commodity Charge rate of temperature sensitive sales for the ith schedule or
classification.

HSFi

=

heat sensitive factor for the ith schedule or classification divided by the
average bill count in that class

NDD

=

billing cycle normal heating degree days calculated as the simple ten-year
average of actual heating degree days.

ADD

=

billing cycle actual heating degree days.

Bli

=

base load sales for the ith schedule or classification divided by the average
bill count in that class

The Weather Normalization Adjustment for the jth customer in ith rate schedule is computed as:
WNA i =

WNAF i x q ij
Where q ij is the relevant sales quantity for the jth customer in ith rate schedule.

Attachment 1
MID-TEX DIVISION
ATMOS ENERGY CORPORATION
RIDER:

WNA – WEATHER NORMALIZATION ADJUSTMENT

APPLICABLE TO:

ALL CUSTOMERS IN THE MID-TEX DIVISION UNDER THE RRM TARIFF

EFFECTIVE DATE:

Bills Rendered on or after 10/01/2022

Base Use/Heat Use Factors

Weather Station

Residential
Base use
Heat use
Ccf
Ccf/HDD

Commercial
Base use
Ccf

Heat use
Ccf/HDD

Abilene

10.58

0.1422

88.85

0.6666

Austin

9.90

0.1372

233.56

0.7819

Dallas

14.17

0.1938

186.38

0.9394

Waco

10.07

0.1308

140.10

0.7170

Wichita
Falls

11.43

0.1398

131.57

0.5610

Weather Normalization Adjustment (WNA) Report
On or before June 1 of each year, the company posts on its website at atmosenergy.com/mtx-wna, in
Excel format, a Weather Normalization Adjustment (WNA) Report to show how the company calculated
its WNAs factor during the preceding winter season. Additionally, on or before June 1 of each year, the
company files one hard copy and an Excel version of the WNA Report with the Railroad Commission of
Texas' Gas Services Division, addressed to the Director of that Division.

Attachment 2

ATMOS ENERGY CORP., MID-TEX DIVISION
PENSIONS AND RETIREE MEDICAL BENEFITS FOR CITIES APPROVAL
TEST YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2021

Line
No.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

20
21

Description
(a)
Proposed Benefits Benchmark - Fiscal Year 2022 Willis Towers Watson
Report as adjusted (1) (2) (3)
Allocation to Mid-Tex
Proposed Benefits Benchmark Costs Allocated to Mid-Tex (Ln 1 x Ln 2)
O&M and Capital Allocation Factor
Proposed Benefits Benchmark Costs to Approve (Ln 3 x Ln 4) (3)

Shared Services
PostPension
Employment
Account Plan
Benefit Plan
(b)
(c)

$
$
$

1,715,323 $
44.72%
767,038 $
100.00%
767,038 $

Pension
Account Plan
(d)

982,708 $
44.72%
439,436 $
100.00%
439,436 $

Mid-Tex Direct
Supplemental
Executive Benefit
Plan
(e)

3,137,022 $
76.88%
2,411,882 $
100.00%
2,411,882 $

PostEmployment
Benefit Plan
(f)

313,319 $
100.00%
313,319 $
100.00%
313,319 $

Adjustment
Total
(g)

(341,412)
76.88%
(262,493)
100.00%
(262,493) $

3,669,182

Summary of Costs to Approve (1):
O&M Expense Factor (WP_F-2.3, Ln 2)

Total Pension Account Plan
Total Post-Employment Benefit Plan
Total Supplemental Executive Benefit Plan
Total (Ln 13 + Ln 14 + Ln 15)

79.88%

$

$

79.88%

612,700

612,700

38.60%

$
$

351,016

$

351,016

$

11.00%

38.60%

931,100

931,100

$
$
$

34,465
34,465

$

(101,335)

$

(101,335) $

1,543,800
249,681
34,465
1,827,946

Notes:
1. Studies not applicable to Mid-Tex or Shared Services are omitted.
2. Mid-Tex is proposing that the Fiscal Year 2022 Willis Towers Watson actuarial amounts shown on WP_F-2.3 and WP_F-2.3.1, be approved by the RRM Cities as the benchmark
amounts to be used to calculate the regulatory asset or liability for future periods. The benchmark amount approved by the RRM Cities for future periods includes only the expense amount.
The amount attributable to capital is recorded to utility plant through the overhead process as described in the CAM.
3. SSU amounts exclude cost centers which do not allocate to Mid-Tex for rate making purposes.

WP_F-2.3.1
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Attachment 3

ATMOS ENERGY CORP., MID-TEX DIVISION
AVERAGE BILL COMPARISON - BASE RATES
TEST YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2021

Line
No.
1 Rate R @ 43.8 Ccf
2
Customer charge
3
Consumption charge
4
Rider GCR Part A
5
Rider GCR Part B
6
Subtotal
7
Rider FF & Rider TAX
8
Total
9
10
Customer charge
11
Consumption charge
12
Rider GCR Part A
13
Rider GCR Part B
14
Subtotal
15
Rider FF & Rider TAX
16
Total
17
18
19 Rate C @ 345.7 Ccf
20
Customer charge
21
Consumption charge
22
Rider GCR Part A
23
Rider GCR Part B
24
Subtotal
25
Rider FF & Rider TAX
26
Total
27
28
Customer charge
29
Consumption charge
30
Rider GCR Part A
31
Rider GCR Part B
32
Subtotal
33
Rider FF & Rider TAX
34
Total
35

Current
20.85
=
12.25
=
15.66
=
15.73
$
64.49
=
4.13
$
68.62

Proposed

Change

$

43.8
43.8
43.8

CCF
CCF
CCF
$

64.49

X $ 0.27979
X $ 0.35744
X $ 0.35918
X 0.06408

$
43.8
43.8
43.8

CCF
CCF
CCF

X $ 0.36223
X $ 0.35744
X $ 0.35918

=
=
=

X 0.06408

=

$
$

68.81

$

Current
56.50
=
42.39
=
123.56
=
91.71
$
314.16
=
20.13
$
334.29

21.55
15.87
15.66
15.73
68.81
4.41
73.22

$

Proposed

4.60
6.71%
Change

$

345.7
345.7
345.7

CCF
CCF
CCF
$

314.16

X $ 0.12263
X $ 0.35744
X $ 0.26532
X 0.06408

$
345.7
345.7
345.7

CCF
CCF
CCF

X $ 0.14137
X $ 0.35744
X $ 0.26532

=
=
=

X 0.06408

=

$
$

327.64

$

63.50
48.87
123.56
91.71
327.64
20.99
348.63

$

14.34
4.29%

WP_J-3.1
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Attachment 3

ATMOS ENERGY CORP., MID-TEX DIVISION
AVERAGE BILL COMPARISON - BASE RATES
TEST YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2021

Line
No.
36 Rate I @ 4278 MMBTU
37
Customer charge
38
Consumption charge
39
Consumption charge
40
Consumption charge
41
Rider GCR Part A
42
Rider GCR Part B
43
Subtotal
44
Rider FF & Rider TAX
45
Total
46
47
Customer charge
48
Consumption charge
49
Consumption charge
50
Consumption charge
51
Rider GCR Part A
52
Rider GCR Part B
53
Subtotal
54
Rider FF & Rider TAX
55
Total
56
57 Rate T @ 4278 MMBTU
58
Customer charge
59
Consumption charge
60
Consumption charge
61
Consumption charge
62
Rider GCR Part B
63
Subtotal
64
Rider FF & Rider TAX
65
Total
66
67
Customer charge
68
Consumption charge
69
Consumption charge
70
Consumption charge
71
Rider GCR Part B
72
Subtotal
73
Rider FF & Rider TAX
74
Total
75

Current
1,054.75
=
649.50
=
880.80
=
=
14,931.86
=
2,346.33
$ 19,863.24
=
1,272.82
$ 21,136.06

Proposed

Change

$

1,500
2,778
0
4,278
4,278

MMBTU
MMBTU
MMBTU
MMBTU
MMBTU
$ 19,863.24

X
X
X
X
X

$
$
$
$
$

0.4330
0.3171
0.0680
3.4906
0.5485

X 0.06408

$
1,500
2,778
0
4,278
4,278

MMBTU
MMBTU
MMBTU
MMBTU
MMBTU

X
X
X
X
X

$
$
$
$
$

0.4939
0.3617
0.0776
3.4906
0.5485

=
=
=
=
=
$

$ 20,228.23

X 0.06408

=
$
Current
1,054.75
=
649.50
=
880.80
=
=
2,346.33
$ 4,931.38
=
316.00
$ 5,247.38

1,204.50
740.85
1,004.69
14,931.86
2,346.33
20,228.23
1,296.21
21,524.44

$

388.38
1.84%
Change

$

388.38
7.40%

Proposed

$

1,500
2,778
0
4,278

MMBTU
MMBTU
MMBTU
MMBTU
$

4,931.38

X
X
X
X

$
$
$
$

0.4330
0.3171
0.0680
0.5485

X 0.06408

$
1,500
2,778
0
4,278

MMBTU
MMBTU
MMBTU
MMBTU

X
X
X
X

$
$
$
$

0.4939
0.3617
0.0776
0.5485

=
=
=
=
$

$

5,296.37

X 0.06408

=
$

1,204.50
740.85
1,004.69
2,346.33
5,296.37
339.39
5,635.76
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CITY OF ROWLETT
COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM
AGENDA DATE: 09/20/2022

AGENDA ITEM: 7E

TITLE
Consider action to approve a resolution approving the 2023 Legislative Priorities for the City of
Rowlett.
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Brian Funderburk, City Manager
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The purpose of this item is to approve the City’s legislative priorities for the 88th Texas Legislative
Session.
STRATEGIC PRIORITY AND GOAL(S)
Strategic Priority
GOVERN
TRANSPARENTLY &
INCLUSIVELY

Strategic Goal
1.7 Support City Council and staff service in regional and
national organizations.
1.8 Provide accurate and timely information to policy makers
and the public.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
In previous years, the City Council has approved resolutions supporting or opposing certain
issues that may be considered before the Texas State Legislature. The 88th Legislative Session
begins on January 10, 2023, and staff has prepared this item to provide the opportunity for the
City Council to approve a formal legislative agenda.
On September 6, 2022, the City Council provided consensus to support the recommendations of
the Government Affairs Subcommittee and added three additional items as follows:
•
•
•

Support legislation to strengthen cities’ ability to manage short-term rentals.
Support legislation to allocate state sales tax dollars to local jurisdictions for infrastructure.
Support legislation to remove revenue caps from commercial vehicle enforcement.

DISCUSSION
Introduction:
Like most municipalities in Texas, the City of Rowlett pays attention to possible legislation that
could impact it when the Texas State Legislature is in session. The sheer magnitude of bills in
any legislative session is a chore to monitor. Given the economic impetus that the legislature will

be dealing with, staff will take a proactive role in tracking bills that may have a significant impact
on Rowlett’s revenues, operations, or legal authority, through state mandates.
In order to do this, staff has created a tracking system that it will utilize to optimize collaboration
and information sharing. It will include a report that staff will update and publish on a weekly
basis. In addition, at any time staff becomes aware of a critical issue, we will use email, telephone
or use other means to notify the Council and other stakeholders in a timely manner.
Even then, it is nearly impossible for any city to track every single issue. This is why Rowlett, like
many cities, must utilize other resources such as Texas Municipal League (TML) and other
government agencies and professional associations.
88th Legislative Session:
The 88th Legislative Session will begin on Tuesday, January 10, 2023. The Session will end on
Monday, May 29, 2023. Prefiling of bills begins on November 7, 2022. Each Senator and
Representative is allowed to introduce bills. In addition, others in the government, as well as
senators and representatives who chair committees, are also allowed to introduce bills. Often,
bills that are introduced “compete” with other versions introduced by different legislators.
Committees “hear” these bills, offer changes and amendments, and either move them to the main
floor to be voted on or vote to table them in Committee where they never see the light of day.
For perspective, in the 2021 legislative session, more than 7,000 bills or significant resolutions
were introduced, more than 28% of them would have affected Texas cities in some substantial
way. In the end, 1,000 such bills and resolutions were passed and signed into law, over 240 of
which affected cities.
On August 22-23, 2022, TML held a Municipal Policy Summit suggesting city officials keep the
following in mind:
1. There is a practical limit to what the League – or any group, for that matter – can
accomplish in any legislative session.
2. TML will expend the vast majority of its resources killing bad bills.
3. It is unlikely that any other interest group in the state monitors and opposes as many bills
as does the Texas Municipal League.
4. Unfortunately, the number of bad city-related bills grows almost every year. (Please see
the chart below).

Total Bills
Total Bills
City-Related
City-Related
Introduced*
Passed
Bills Introduced
Bills Passed
2003
5,754
1,403
1,200+
110+
2005
5,369
1,397
1,200+
105+
2007
6,374
1,495
1,200+
120+
2009
7,609
1,468
1,500+
120+
2011
6,303
1,410
1,500+
160+
2013
6,061
1,437
1,700+
220+
2015
6,476
1,329
1,600+
220+
2017
6,800
1,220
2,000+
290+
2019
7,541
1,437
2,000+
330+
2021
6,927
1,073
2,000+
240+
*Includes bills and proposed Constitutional amendments; regular session only.
Year

5. Given the League’s finite resources, and because vast amounts of those resources are
necessarily expended in defeating bad legislation, the League must very carefully select
bills that it will support or for which it will attempt to seek passage. Thus, it is important to
advocate only those initiatives that are truly important and that have a realistic chance of
passage.
6. How can the committee identify initiatives that are truly significant and that merit a place
in the TML legislative program? Committee members may wish to ask the following
questions about each discussion item:
✓ Does the initiative have wide applicability to a broad range of cities of various sizes
(both large and small) and in various parts of the state?
✓ Does the initiative address a core municipal issue, such as erosion of local control and
preservation or enhancement of municipal revenue?
✓ Will the initiative be vigorously opposed by strong interest groups and, if so, will
member cities commit to contributing the time and effort necessary to overcome that
opposition?
✓ Is this initiative, when compared to others, important enough to be part of TML’s list of
priorities?
✓ Is this initiative one that city officials, more than any other group, should and do care
about?
Calendar (Draft):
STATE OF TEXAS
88th LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Tuesday, November 8, 2022
General election for legislative and other offices is held
[Election Code, Sec. 41.002]

Monday, November 14, 2022
Prefiling of legislation for the Legislature begins
[House Rule 8, Sec. 7, and Senate Rule 7.04(a)]
Session Begins
Tuesday, January 10, 2023 (1st day)
Legislature convenes at noon
[Government Code, Sec. 301.001]
Friday, March 10, 2023 (60th day)
Deadline for filing bills and joint resolutions other than local bills, emergency appropriations,
and bills that have been declared an emergency by the Governor
[House Rule 8, Sec. 8; Senate Rules 7.07(b); Senate Rule 10.01 subjects joint resolutions to
the rules governing proceedings on bills]
Monday, May 29, 2023 (140th day)
Last day of the Regular Session; corrections only in house and senate
[Sec. 24(b), Art. III, Texas Constitution]
Session Ends
Sunday, June 18, 2023 (20th day following final adjournment)
Last day Governor can sign or veto bills passed during the regular legislative session
[Sec. 14, Art. IV, Texas Constitution]
Monday, August 28, 2023 (91st day following final adjournment)
Date that bills without specific effective dates (that could not be effective immediately)
become law
[Sec. 39, Art. III, Texas Constitution]
Legislative Agenda for Other Entities:
On August 22-23, 2022, TML held a Municipal Policy Summit publishing a list of possible priorities
subject to the final approval by TML members on October 6th. During the summit, TML published
their proposed program (see Attachment One).
TML’s Legislative Philosophy The TML approach to the 2023 session will undoubtedly be guided by principles that spring from
a deeply rooted TML legislative philosophy:
• The League will vigorously oppose any legislation that would erode the authority of Texas
cities to govern their own local affairs.

•

•

Cities represent the level of government closest to the people. They bear primary
responsibility for provision of capital infrastructure and for ensuring our citizens’ health and
safety. Thus, cities must be assured of a predictable and sufficient level of revenue and
must resist efforts to diminish their revenue.
The League will oppose the imposition of any state mandates that do not provide for a
commensurate level of compensation.

At the current time, other key organizations, such as Dallas County, Rockwall County, the Rowlett
Chamber of Commerce, the North Texas Tollway Authority, North Texas Crime Commission,
Regional Transportation Council, etc., have not yet published their legislative agenda on their
webpages. Once they do so, staff will update its information.
Rowlett’s Legislative Agenda:
Rowlett has the opportunity to be more proactive if the City Council wishes. For example, in the
2011 Legislative Session, the City solicited the assistance of Senator Bob Deuell to file bills
creating three separate municipal management districts, all of which passed. In the 2015
Legislative Session, the City of Rowlett developed a Fact Sheet with its legislative priorities
including greater flexibility by cities to fund local transportation projects, requiring toll authorities
to reimburse local governments for the value of services provided to help toll roads operate safely,
and to directly oppose any erosion of municipal authority, including setting revenue caps or
imposing state fees on municipal water systems. Clearly, with the advent of the discussions at
that time centering around the possibility of a new tollway through Rowlett, support for
improvements on I-30 had never been more important. Finally, in 2017, the City had specific
legislation passed to provide concurrent jurisdiction on the bridges over Lake Ray Hubbard and
to qualify Rowlett for state tax credits for a conference center.
In February, the City of Rowlett will again partner with the Rowlett Chamber of Commerce for
Rowlett Legislative Days to visit with our representatives in Austin. This would be a good time to
share our concerns and issues about any specific bills being considered or the City’s legislative
agenda overall.
Based upon the recommendations of the Government Affairs Subcommittee and after discussion
with the City Council on September 6, 2022, the final legislative priorities are listed below. The full
fact sheet is included as Attachment One.
City of Rowlett Legislative Priorities
Support• Formal resolution from the City of Rowlett petitioning for membership with the North Texas
Municipal Water District (NTMWD) and having our legislators to assist in this effort.
• Advocate that school districts bear 100% of the cost of security regardless of how it is
provided.
• Advocate for tollway authorities to pay a per-incident cost to municipalities for public safety
services on tollways.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Legislation that would allow municipalities to regulate the number of developed singlefamily properties that institutional investors can purchase.
Legislation to source sales and use tax from internet sales to destination cities.
Legislation to overturn SB1004 and allow cities to set right-of-way permit and use fees.
Legislation to strengthen cities’ ability to manage short-term rentals.
Legislation to allocate state sales tax dollars to local jurisdictions for infrastructure.
Legislation to remove revenue caps from commercial vehicle enforcement.

Oppose• Any attempt to prohibit city officials from the ability to engage government relations
professionals or join associations to efficiently advocate on behalf of their community and
communicate with the members of the Legislative Branch and Executive Branch, including
state agencies.
City staff will track the progress of pre-filed bills and will periodically report their progress to the
City Council through oral presentations and written reports. In addition to this action, City staff
will prepare a communications piece for legislators and citizens.
FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS
N/A
RECOMMENDED ACTION
Move to approve a resolution approving the 2023 Legislative Priorities for the City of Rowlett.
RESOLUTION
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROWLETT, TEXAS, APPROVING
THE 2023 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES FOR THE CITY OF ROWLETT; AND PROVIDING AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, the Texas Legislature will soon convene for the 88th Texas Legislative
Session; and
WHEREAS, in the 2021 legislative session, more than 7,000 bills or significant resolutions
were introduced, more than 28% of them would have affected Texas cities in some substantial
way; and
WHEREAS, at the end of the 2021 legislative session, 1,000 such bills and resolutions
were passed and signed into law, over 240 of which affected local government; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary and prudent for local jurisdictions to monitor, advocate and
challenge proposed state legislation that could negatively impact the ability of the City of Rowlett
to grow and thrive.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
ROWLETT, TEXAS:
SECTION 1: That the City of Rowlett Legislative Priorities listed in Exhibit A are
hereby approved.
SECTION 2: This resolution shall become effective immediately upon its
passage.
ATTACHMENTS
Exhibit A – City of Rowlett Legislative Priorities
Attachment One – City of Rowlett fact sheet

Exhibit A
CITY OF ROWLETT
LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES
88TH TEXAS LEGISLATIVE SESSION
City of Rowlett Legislative Priorities
Support Formal resolution from the City of Rowlett petitioning for membership with the North Texas
Municipal Water District (NTMWD) and having our legislators to assist in this effort.
 Advocate that school districts bear 100% of the cost of security regardless of how it is provided.
 Advocate for tollway authorities to pay a per-incident cost to municipalities for public safety
services on tollways.
 Legislation that would allow municipalities to regulate the number of developed single-family
properties that institutional investors can purchase.
 Legislation to source sales and use tax from internet sales to destination cities.
 Legislation to overturn SB1004 and allow cities to set right-of-way permit and use fees.
 Legislation to strengthen cities’ ability to manage short-term rentals.
 Legislation to allocate state sales tax dollars to local jurisdictions for infrastructure.
 Legislation to remove revenue caps from commercial vehicle enforcement.
Oppose Any attempt to prohibit city officials from the ability to engage government relations professionals
or join associations to efficiently advocate on behalf of their community and communicate with
the members of the Legislative Branch and Executive Branch, including state agencies.

CITY OF ROWLETT
COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM
AGENDA DATE: 09/20/2022

AGENDA ITEM: 7F

TITLE
Consider and ratify appointments of members and Councilmember Liaisons to the City’s various
boards, commissions and Council sub-committees.
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Laura Hallmark, City Secretary
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
This item appoints Rowlett volunteers to serve on the various Boards and Commissions as well
as the Councilmembers who will serve as liaisons.
STRATEGIC PRIORITY AND GOAL(S)
Strategic Priority
GOVERN
TRANSPARENTLY &
INCLUSIVELY

Strategic Goal

1.4 Set a climate of respect, collaboration, and teamwork.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
City Council makes appointments to Boards and Commissions annually and when vacancies
occur. Councilmembers, staff liaisons and board Chairpersons interviewed applicants to match
their stated desire to serve with the appropriate board or commission. The Council Liaison
assignments were discussed previously.
DISCUSSION
The City of Rowlett has created committees, boards, and commissions to assist in carrying out
the activities of City government. The work done by citizens serving on boards and commissions
is a vital part of the work of the City. Such individuals provide, time, expertise, experience and
unique perspectives that might otherwise be lacking should the City rely strictly on its appointed
and elected officials or its consultants. Members play a very important role by providing the City
Council with creative ideas, feedback from the community and by serving as a sounding board
for proposed public policy. Therefore, it is incumbent on members of the City Council to seek out
highly qualified individuals to serve as volunteer members of the boards and commissions.
Applicants are evaluated by the City Council based on the following criteria:

•

•

Experience and background in relevant fields. The Council will consider professional or
personal qualifications and backgrounds in relevant areas to provide a greater depth of
knowledge and understanding to the board/commission.
Contributive potential – the Council will evaluate the potential contribution that each
applicant may make if appointed to a board or commission. Factors the Council may use
in its evaluation include the ability to effectively communicate to express ideas, concepts
or philosophies and a desire to perform public service.

Unless otherwise specified, terms begin October 1, 2022. Proposed appointments are listed in
Attachment 1.
FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS
N/A
RECOMMENDED ACTION
Move to approve the recommended slate of board and commission appointees along with City
Council liaisons for boards and commissions and Council sub-committees for FY2023.
ATTACHMENT
Attachment 1 – Proposed Appointments

BOARDS/COMMISSIONS
Animal Shelter Advisory Board
REGULAR MEMBER
Christina Fowler
Michele Orahood

ALTERNATE MEMBER
Stephanie Higgins
Margaret Diehl
Melissa Thomas

COUNCIL LIAISON
Debra Shinder

Arts & Humanities
Commission

Board of Adjustment & Building
Code Board of Review & Appeal

REGULAR MEMBER

REGULAR MEMBER

Katheryn Crenshaw
J.R. Forasteros
Neslie Fudge
Sherrhonda Gayle
David Olmstead
ALTERNATE MEMBER
Steven Maldonado
Sarah Moyer
Bailey Weigler
Kayla Williams

COUNCIL LIAISON

Stanley Pollard
Brownie Sherrill

ALTERNATE MEMBER
William "Chris" Barber
John Dougherty
Christie Hancock
Steven Horwitz
Joshua Hughes
COUNCIL LIAISON

Jeff Winget

N/A

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
Commission

Economic Development Advisory
Board

Golf Advisory Board

REGULAR MEMBER

REGULAR MEMBER

REGULAR MEMBER

Myranda Congi
Phaleria Hollins
Cynthia Manning
Diana Moore
James Spencer
Jacquelyn Vitosh
ALTERNATE MEMBER
A'mera Frieman
Chance Jobe
Franchesker Scott
COUNCIL LIAISON
Blake Margolis

Mick Donnelly
Brian Galuardi (eff. 12/22)
Blake Margolis
Michael Weaver

ALTERNATE MEMBER
N/A

COUNCIL LIAISON
N/A

Jonathan Andron
Michael Daffin
Brent Dorenbecker
Larry Young

ALTERNATE MEMBER
Calvin Causey
Becky Sebastian
Anthony Scott
COUNCIL LIAISON
Matt Grubisich

Library Advisory Board

Parks and Recreation
Advisory Board

Planning & Zoning Commission

REGULAR MEMBER

REGULAR MEMBER

REGULAR MEMBER

Katie Barber
Jerry Hickman
Deborah Smith
Vicki Stallcup-Causey

ALTERNATE MEMBER

Erin Deneckere
Eric Louzau
Linda Morgan
Leo Painevilo
COUNCIL LIAISON
Pamela Bell

Kristy Andrade
Elise Bowers
Dolores Henning
Autumn Klongland
Richard Kull
Anna Eliese Ridgley
ALTERNATE MEMBER

Cole Hedgecock
Adam Parsons
Betsy White

COUNCIL LIAISON
Brian Galuardi

Rowlett Youth Advisory Council

Senior Advisory Board

REGULAR MEMBER

REGULAR MEMBER

Victor Akanno
Reagan Duke
Della George
Jimmy Johns
Akshay Michael
Alexis Sweet
Halle Tovar
ALTERNATE MEMBER

Grace Groothuis
Nathan Samuel
Kierra Wills
COUNCIL LIAISON
Jeff Winget

Susan Bell
Virginia Denson
Marilyn Jordan
Sharon Pouzar
Kenneth Williams

ALTERNATE MEMBER

Daniel Crunck
Mary DuBose
Jacob Mendias
COUNCIL LIAISON
Pamela Bell

John Cote
Louis Frisbie
Robert Swift
Tamra Williams

ALTERNATE MEMBER

Timothy Ryan
Larry Tucker
Peter Urrutia
Yolanda Wilson
COUNCIL LIAISON
N/A

COUNCIL SUB-COMMITTEES
These sub-committees report back to the full Council.
Code/Environmental
Review
Blake Margolis
Brian Galuardi

Finance Sub-Committee
Jeff Winget
Blake Margolis
Brian Galuardi
Housing Finance Corporation SubCommittee
Pamela Bell
Mike Britton
Matt Grubisich

Court Governance

Court Security

Debra Shinder
Mike Britton
Matt Grubisich

GISD Coalition
Jeff Winget
Blake Margolis

Public Safety
Blake Margolis
Jeff Winget
Debra Shinder

Government Affairs
Debra Shinder
Mike Britton
Blake Margolis

Spirit of Rowlett
Jeff Winget
Brian Galuardi

Updated Sept 2022

CITY OF ROWLETT
COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM
AGENDA DATE: 09/20/2022

AGENDA ITEM: 7G

TITLE
Consider action to approve a resolution executing Task Authorization FY22-PTG-04 for an
amount not to exceed $92,000 with Prime Time Group, Inc. for the acquisition of Right-of-Way
(ROW) and property associated with the Chiesa Road Widening (Dalrock to Miller) Project
(ST2134) and authorizing the Mayor to execute the necessary documents for said services.
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Jeff Cohen, P.E., Interim Director of Engineering
Tim Engle, EIT, Graduate Engineer
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The widening of Chiesa Road between Dalrock Road and Miller Road is a capital improvement
project that has been prioritized by City Council since funding was approved with the 2018 bond.
City staff have presented to City Council alignment options for the widening project, and Council
has selected an alignment option. The purpose of this item is to execute a task authorization with
Prime Time Group, Inc. (PTG) for Right-of-Way (ROW) and property acquisitions associated with
the Chiesa Road Widening (Dalrock to Miller) Project.
STRATEGIC PRIORITY AND GOAL(S)
Strategic Priority

INVEST IN
TRANSPORTATION &
INFRASTRUCTURE

Strategic Goal
6.1 Systematically manage the Capital Improvement
Program.
6.2 Upgrade residential streets, alleys, drainage ways, and
utility systems.
6.4 Improve traffic flow across all transportation modes.
6.6 Apply long-term transportation planning approaches.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Voters approved a paving and drainage bond proposition in May 2018 that included $12.5M for
widening Chiesa Road between Miller Road and Dalrock Road, which is programmed in the City’s
5-year Capital Improvement Plan (CIP). In addition, the Dallas County Major Capital Improvement
Program (MCIP) has offered to contribute (disbursed only after construction is substantially
complete) $2.5M towards completing this project. The Chiesa Road Widening (Dalrock to Miller)
Project is shown in Figure 1, below.

Figure 1 – Chiesa Road Widening (Dalrock to Miller) Project Limits
At their May 21, 2019, meeting, the City Council approved a resolution approving Task
Authorization #FY19-HZ-02 to the approved professional services agreement with Huitt-Zollars,
Inc., in the amount of $891,160 to provide engineering services for the design of the Chiesa Road
Widening Project.
In an October 2020 Work Session, staff presented Council three alternatives for right-of-way
widths. Council expressed a preference for a 4-lane divided roadway with a 90-foot right-of-way
width.
In a Work Session at the June 7, 2022, meeting, staff presented Council two alignments of the
southern end of the Chiesa Road project, near Dalrock Road. Both options presented would
require ROW acquisition to design and construct the roadway. Council directed staff to move
forward with Option 1, which requires acquisition of ROW entirely on the north side of the road.
DISCUSSION
On October 19, 2010, City Council approved a resolution executing a Professional Services
Agreement with PTG for right-of-way acquisition services. PTG has proposed a scope of work for
acquiring the 14 parcels needed to construct the selected alignment of the Chiesa Road Widening
(Dalrock to Miller) Project for a fee not to exceed $92,000. The scope of work will secure all the
ROW needed to move the project forward.

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS
Funds in the amount of $6,425,126.19 are available in the Community Investment Program
budget for the Chiesa Road Widening (Dalrock to Miller) Project (ST2134).

Budget
Account
Number and/or
Project Code
ST2134
Total

Account or
Project Title

Chiesa Widening
(Dalrock to S. Miller)

Available
Amount

Proposed
Amount

Amount
Remaining

$6,425,126.19

$92,000.00

$6,333,126.19

$6,425,126.19

$92,000.00

$6,333,126.19

RECOMMENDED ACTION
Move to approve a resolution executing Task Authorization FY22-PTG-04 in an amount not to
exceed $92,000 with Prime Time Group, Inc. (PTG) for the acquisition of Right-of-Way and
property associated with the Chiesa Road Widening (Dalrock to Miller) Project (ST2134) and
authorizing the Mayor to execute the necessary documents for said services.
RESOLUTION
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROWLETT, TEXAS, APPROVING
AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF TASK AUTHORIZATION FY22-PTG-04 IN AN
AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $92,000 WITH PRIME TIME GROUP, INC. FOR THE
ACQUISITION OF RIGHT-OF-WAY AND PROPERTY ASSOCIATED WITH THE CHIESA
ROAD WIDENING (DALROCK TO MILLER) PROJECT (ST2134); AUTHORIZING THE
MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE NECESSARY DOCUMENTS FOR SAID SERVICES; AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, it is necessary to acquire Right-of-Way and property for the construction of
the Chiesa Road Widening (Dalrock to Miller) Project; and
WHEREAS, Prime Time Group, Inc. is capable of performing Right-of-Way and property
acquisition; and
WHEREAS, City staff recommends that the City execute Task Authorization
FY22-PTG-04 with Prime Time Group, Inc. for Right-of-Way and property acquisition for the
Chiesa Road Widening (Dalrock to Miller) Project; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
ROWLETT, TEXAS:
SECTION 1: That the City Council of the City of Rowlett does hereby approve and
authorize Task Authorization FY22-PTG-04 with Prime Time Group, Inc. in an amount

not to exceed $92,000 for Right-of-Way and property acquisition services for the Chiesa
Road Widening (Dalrock to Miller) Project.
SECTION 2: That the City Council does hereby authorize the Mayor to execute the
necessary documents on the City’s behalf after City Attorney approval and further
authorizes the issuance of purchase orders to conform to this resolution.
SECTION 3: This resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage.
ATTACHMENTS
Attachment 1 – Task Authorization FY22-PTG-04
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ATTACHMENT 1
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CITY OF ROWLETT
COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM
AGENDA DATE: 09/20/2022

AGENDA ITEM: 8A

TITLE
Conduct a public hearing on the proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2023 and take action to
postpone the vote to adopt the FY2023 budget to Wednesday, September 21, 2022.
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Robert D. Cone, Budget Officer
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Section 102.006 of the Local Government Code requires that the governing body of a municipality
hold a public hearing on the proposed budget. Any person may attend and may participate in the
hearing.
STRATEGIC PRIORITY AND GOAL(S)
Strategic Priority

Strategic Goal

GOVERN
TRANSPARENTLY &
INCLUSIVELY

1.6 Actively educate, engage, and communicate with the
community through a variety of channels.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The City Manager presented the proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2023 on August 2, 2022. State
law requires that the governing body of a municipality shall hold a public hearing on the proposed
budget. Any taxpayer of the municipality may attend and participate in the hearing. Public notice
of the date, time and location of the hearing has been published in a newspaper of general
circulation as required by state law.
DISCUSSION
Section 102.006 of the Local Government Code requires that the governing body of a municipality
shall hold a public hearing on the proposed budget. Any person may attend and may participate
in the hearing. This hearing is being held on September 20, 2022.
As indicated, the City Manager presented the Fiscal Year 2023 Proposed Budget to the Rowlett
City Council on August 2, 2022. Residents can view the City Manager’s Proposed Budget, the
presentation explaining the proposal, and a video of the FY2023 Proposed Budget highlights at
the links below:
Proposed Budget:
Presentation:
Video:

https://www.ci.rowlett.tx.us/DocumentCenter/View/25956
https://www.ci.rowlett.tx.us/DocumentCenter/View/25958
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0FZZ5gJx_ok&t=8s

The total FY2023 Proposed Budget was $157.6 million. This was an increase of $9.6 million
compared to the FY2022 Adopted Budget of $148 million. Increases to operating expenses such
as personnel and purchase services represent the majority of this increase. Specific fund level
changes are outlined in the individual fund overviews, which can be found starting on page 50 of
the City Manager’s Proposed Budget.
The updated combined summary of revenues and expenses, following Council’s Special Sessions
on the Budget on August 18th and August 22nd to reflect what is now proposed for tomorrow’s
adoption, is included below.

The meeting to adopt the FY2023 Budget will be held on Wednesday, September 21, 2022.
FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS
N/A
RECOMMENDED ACTION
City staff recommends the City Council conduct a public hearing to allow the public the opportunity
to express their views on the proposed budget.
At the conclusion of the public hearing, in compliance with Texas Local Government Code
Section 102.007, official action by Council is required to postpone the vote to adopt the
FY2023 Budget until Wednesday, September 21, 2022.

CITY OF ROWLETT
COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM
AGENDA DATE: 09/20/2022

AGENDA ITEM: 8B

TITLE
Conduct a public hearing on the ad valorem tax rate for Fiscal Year 2023.
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Robert D. Cone, Budget Officer
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Truth-in-taxation is a concept embodied in the Texas Constitution and the Tax Code that requires
local taxing units to make taxpayers aware of tax rate proposals. When a proposed tax rate
exceeds the no-new-revenue rate or the voter-approval rate, whichever is lower, the taxing unit’s
governing body must hold a public hearing to allow the public the opportunity to express their
views on the proposed tax rate.
STRATEGIC PRIORITY AND GOAL(S)
Strategic Priority
GOVERN
TRANSPARENTLY &
INCLUSIVELY

Strategic Goal

1.6 Actively educate, engage, and communicate with the
community through a variety of channels.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
There are four principles to truth-in-taxation:
• Property owners have the right to know about increases in their properties’ appraised
value and to be notified of the estimated taxes that could result from the new value.
• A taxing unit must publish its no-new-revenue and voter-approval tax rates before
adopting an actual tax rate.
• A taxing unit must publish special notices and hold a public hearing before adopting a tax
rate that exceeds the lower of the no-new-revenue or the voter-approval tax rate.
• If a taxing unit adopts a rate that exceeds the voter-approval rate, the registered voters of
the taxing unit, at an election held for that purpose, must determine whether to approve
the adopted tax rate. When increased expenditure of money by a taxing unit is necessary
to respond to a disaster, including a tornado, hurricane, flood, wildfire, or other calamity,
but not including a drought, that has impacted the taxing unit and the Governor has
declared any part of the area in which the taxing unit is located as a disaster area, an
election is not required under this section to approve the tax rate adopted by the governing
body for the year following the year in which the disaster occurs.

The no-new-revenue rate is a calculated rate that would provide the taxing unit with approximately
the same amount of revenue it received in the year before on properties taxed in both years. If
property values rise, the no-new-revenue tax rate will go down and vice versa. The voter-approval
rate provides the taxing unit with approximately the same amount of tax revenue it spent the
previous year for day-to-day operations, plus a three and one-half percent increase for those
operations, in addition to sufficient funds to pay debt service in the coming year.
The City Manager presented the proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2023 on August 2, 2022, based
on a tax rate of $0.700056 before receiving the Certified Values. After receiving the Certified
Values and the Dallas County Certified Worksheet, staff recommended on August 16, 2022, a
proposed tax rate of $0.699429 to allow for maximum Council flexibility in the budget planning
process. This tax rate included an operations and maintenance (O&M) tax rate of $0.544214 and
a debt service (I&S) tax rate of $0.155215 per $100 in taxable value for the purposes of discussion
and consistency with the voter-approval rate calculation in the Texas Comptroller 2022 Tax Rate
Calculation Worksheet. Council provided a vote of approval for the recommendation. Council’s
action did not adopt the proposed tax rate of $0.699429 or the Fiscal Year 2023 proposed budget.
The proposed tax rate does not necessitate the rate that Council will adopt; rather, it sets the
maximum tax rate the Council will consider adopting. The proposed tax rate and Fiscal Year 2023
budget are subject to change until they are formally adopted by City Council at the Wednesday,
September 21st, meeting.
The three FY2023 rates below were published in the local newspaper, on the City’s website, and
on RTN16, the City’s government access cable channel, as required by State law.

Description
Operations
(O & M)
Debt
(I&S)
Total

FY2022
Adopted

FY2023
No-NewRevenue

FY2023
VoterApproval

FY2023
Proposed
Tax Rate

$0.538539

$0.505561

$0.544214

$0.544214

$0.206461

$0.155215

$0.155215

$0.155215

$0.745000

$0.660776

$0.699429

$0.699429

Following further discussion on the budget and tax rate at the August 18th and August 22nd Council
Special Sessions on the Budget, the tax rate elected to be voted on for adoption at the September
21, 2022, meeting was set at $0.681000. Ad valorem, or property taxes, are collected by local
governments in two components: (1) operations and maintenance (O & M); (2) interest and
sinking fund (I & S). The elected tax rate to be voted on for adoption includes an operations and
maintenance tax rate of $0.525785 and a debt service tax rate of $0.155215 for a total tax rate of
$0.681000 per $100 of taxable value.

Description
Operations
(O & M)
Debt
(I&S)
Total

FY2022
Adopted

FY2023
City Manager
Proposed
Budget

FY2023
No-NewRevenue

FY2023
VoterApproval

FY2023
Elected
Tax Rate

$0.538539

$0.518892

$0.505561

$0.544214

$0.525785

$0.206461

$0.181164

$0.155215

$0.155215

$0.155215

$0.745000

$0.700056

$0.660776

$0.699429

$0.681000

DISCUSSION
The State of Texas "Truth in Taxation" law requires that the City Council conduct a public hearing
on its proposed ad valorem tax rate each year if such rate exceeds the no-new-revenue tax rate
or the voter-approval rate, whichever is lower. The no-new-revenue tax rate shows the
relationship between prior year's revenue and the current year's value. The voter approval rate
is the maximum rate that can be applied without triggering an automatic election.
Since the rate of $0.681000 that Council elected on August 22nd exceeds the no-new-revenue tax
rate of $0.660776, the governing body is required to vote to call for one public hearing on the tax
rate. Council voted on August 16th to hold this property tax rate hearing on September 20, 2022,
at 5:30pm in the Council Chambers located at 4000 Main Street, Rowlett, TX 75088. The public
was invited to attend and make comments.
The meeting to vote and adopt the tax rate will be held on Wednesday, September 21, 2022.
FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS
N/A
RECOMMENDED ACTION
City staff recommends the City Council conduct a public hearing to allow the public the opportunity
to express their views on the proposed tax rate.
At the conclusion of the public hearing, in compliance with Texas Tax Code Section
26.06(e), the City Council shall announce the date, time and place of the meeting at which
it will vote on the tax rate.
“The City of Rowlett Council will vote on the tax rate on Wednesday, September 21,
2022, at 5:30pm in the Council Chambers located at 4000 Main Street, Rowlett, TX
75088. The public is invited to attend.”

CITY OF ROWLETT
COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM
AGENDA DATE: 09/20/2022

AGENDA ITEM: 8C

TITLE
Consider action to approve a resolution authorizing a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with
Jackson Shaw for incentives related to the Lakeview Business District.
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
Libbey Tucker, Director of Economic Development
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The purpose of this item is to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Jackson
Shaw, the developer of the Lakeview Business District in the North Shore Employment Center
District. This will enable the developer to recover a portion of the costs associated with the
installation of public infrastructure projects through a property tax rebate made available by the
creation of a Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone (TIRZ) encompassing the boundaries of the North
Shore District. Additionally, the City will credit the developer roadway impact fees in light of the
Developer’s willingness to construct of a portion of the Merritt Road Extension.
STRATEGIC PRIORITY AND GOAL(S)
Strategic Priority

FOSTER ECONOMIC
VITALITY

Strategic Goal

5.7 Forge public/private development partnerships.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The developer, Jackson Shaw, plans to make a minimum capital investment of $165 million to
construct approximately 1.6 million square feet of light industrial and warehouse space within 171
acres in the North Shore District, known as the Lakeview Business District. The development will
be constructed in two phases. Phase 1 will contain a minimum of 1 million square feet with an
investment of $100 million to be constructed by December 31, 2026, and Phase 2 will contain a
minimum of 620,000 square feet with an investment of $65 million to be constructed by December
31, 2027.
Public infrastructure required for this project includes the extension of Merritt Road, water and
wastewater, stormwater and private infrastructure including water, wastewater, stormwater,
underground electric, and a retaining wall. The developer is requesting assistance with a portion
of these project costs in the amount of $15,153,528. These costs represent a significant budget
impact on the developer, who has requested assistance from the City to fund, in part, these
projects.

Chapter 311.005 of the Texas Tax Code allows for the creation of a Tax Increment Reinvestment
Zone (TIRZ) to assist municipalities in creating public private partnerships with developers to
finance public infrastructure projects. To provide an incentive tool for this project and future
projects within North Shore, the City will create a TIRZ that will use the property tax increment of
new and existing development to rebate 50% of the increment to Jackson Shaw in an amount not
to exceed $15,153,528 over a period of at least 22 years.
The MOU sets forth the City’s intention to create the TIRZ District by December 31, 2022, and
credit roadway impact fees, expected to be $391,439. It also sets forth the development phasing
for the project.
DISCUSSION
The North Shore District has been an identified focus area for economic development and
business attraction for over 20 years and is part of the Realize Rowlett 2020 Vision Plan as a
Strategic Opportunity Area. Area B-1 of the Plan is designated as the Center for Commerce and
Industry with guiding principles to grow the economy through diversification of job and business
opportunities and maximize the benefits of major public infrastructure investments. Marketing
implications in the plan state that near term opportunities will include warehouse, distribution and
flex office space. The City’s Comprehensive Plan also depicts the North Shore as a Strategic
Opportunity Area.
Additionally, the City’s Economic Development Strategic Plan outlines Strategic Objectives to
(Goal 5.5) Develop North Shore as a mixed-use employment center and (Goal 5.7) Forge
public/private development partnerships.
The Dallas-based real estate development firm, Jackson Shaw, has been working with City Staff
since August of 2021 on the potential of creating a business park in the North Shore district, in
the area designated as the Center for Commerce and Industry located on the east side of the
President George Bush Turnpike. The developer received zoning approval from City Council for
a Planned District on April 5, 2022. Plans are to construct 1.6 million square feet of light industrial
and warehouse space on approximately 171 acres in seven buildings. Capital investment of this
project is expected to be at least $165 million with job creation expected to be 1,034. Additionally,
there is a six-acre parcel that will contain a sales-tax generating mixed-use development to
provide support services to the businesses and nearby residents.
Significant public and private infrastructure improvements are required to complete the
development. The breakout of the costs for the improvements are as follows:

(Remainder of page intentionally left blank.)

Merritt/Liberty Grove Interconnector
Water Line
Stormwater
Electric
Retaining Wall*
Total
*City is assisting with only 50% of the
Retaining Wall Costs
Total Less 50% of Wall

$ 3,835,779
327,393
5,756,449
1,321,624
7,824,584
$19,065,829
$ 3,912,292
$15,153,537

The developer has requested a public/private partnership with the City to assist with the costs of
this infrastructure and to be able to illustrate to their investors a supportive relationship with the
City of Rowlett to establish this as the catalyst project for development in North Shore. This can
be accomplished through the creation of a Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone (TIRZ), as set forth
in section 3311.005 of the Texas Tax Code, to include all the North Shore District boundaries
through a 50% Property Tax Rebate to the Developer on their project and 40% on the remainder
of the North Shore District at a not-to-exceed amount of $15,153,537.
The developer will issue bonds to pay for the infrastructure and will pay 100% of the annual
property taxes. The City will rebate 50% of the property tax increment to the developer generated
by their development and 40% of property tax increment generated in the remainder of North
Shore as part of the creation of the TIRZ. Additionally, the City will credit the developer the
Roadway Impact Fees in the amount of $391,439, which would be set forth in a Development
Agreement.
The creation of the TIRZ will be a beneficial incentive tool for the City to be able to assist other
development projects with infrastructure in the North Shore District. The City currently has two
other TIRZ areas – the Bayside/Sapphire Bay TIRZ and the Downtown TIRZ.
The proposed Memorandum of Understanding is a non-binding agreement that outlines the intent
of the Developer and the City to provide for development incentives. The MOU will be the first
step in developing the incentive package; a more formal and more detailed development
agreement will be discussed in the future.
FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS
Property taxes to the City currently generated in the project area are $15,577. Property taxes
projected to be generated over 22 years by the Lakeview Business District are $17,021,903 and
business personal property taxes are projected to be $5,048,448 over 22 years. This does not
include the six-acre mixed-use parcel within the development. With the 50% rebate, their project
will generate $8.5 million toward the project costs of $15,153,537. The remaining $6.64 million is
proposed to be captured in the TIRZ from the incremental development in the remainder of the
North Shore District at a rate of 40% rebate, with the remaining 10% going toward a City project
fund for future infrastructure needs for other development as it occurs.

Our financial analysis model, Impact DataSource, projects the total benefits to the City, including
the incentive support over 22 years, to have a net benefit of $9,732,812. This figure includes
property taxes, wages from direct and spin-off jobs, taxable sales and purchases within Rowlett,
and new homes and residents related to the project, as projected to be $33,732,849. The cost of
City services to support the project, the rebate of 50% of property taxes and the credit of the
roadway impact fee are projected to be $24 million resulting in the net benefit of $9,732,812.
As this is a catalyst project for the North Shore District, it is likely the infrastructure costs of the
TIRZ will be paid off in less than the projected 22 years, resulting in the City’s being able to capture
100% of the increment more quickly.
RECOMMENDED ACTION
Staff recommends approving a resolution to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding with
Jackson Shaw to create the North Shore TIRZ at a maximum amount of $15,153,537 by
December 31, 2022; and to enter into a formal Development Agreement describing the phasing
and City’s participation to include crediting of the roadway impact fees.
RESOLUTION
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROWLETT, TEXAS, APPROVING
A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU) WITH JACKSON SHAW; AUTHORIZING
THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE AGREEMENT ON THE CITY’S BEHALF; AND PROVIDING
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, Jackson Shaw, plans to invest a minimum of $165 million to construct 1.65
million square feet of light industrial and warehouse space within the Center for Commerce and
Industry in the North Shore District, known as Lakeview Business District; and
WHEREAS, the attraction of private investment and the diversification of commercial
product types in the City will promote economic development, stimulate commercial activity,
provide additional jobs and residential opportunities for the citizens of the City, generate additional
tax revenue, and enhance the tax base and economic vitality of the City; and
WHEREAS, the City has determined that creating a public/private partnership in
accordance with this Agreement will further the objectives of the City, will benefit the City and its
inhabitants, and will promote local economic development by stimulating employment, business,
and commercial activity in the City; and
WHEREAS, the City is authorized by Chapter 311.005 of the Texas Tax Code, to establish
a Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone (TIRZ) to provide tax rebates and grants to promote local
economic development and to stimulate private investment in the City; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
ROWLETT, TEXAS:

SECTION 1: The Memorandum of Understanding with Jackson Shaw, a true and
correct copy of which is attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit A,
having been considered by the City Council of the City of Rowlett, Texas, be and
is hereby approved.
SECTION 2: That the Mayor be and is hereby authorized to execute the MOU on
the City’s behalf.
SECTION 3: This resolution shall become effective immediately upon its
passage.
ATTACHMENTS
None

