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Interested in Serving YOUR Community?

City Council Election

Elections for City Council will be held May 6,
2017, filing period for candidates is January
18 through February 17.

The events of the past year
have presented many, many
opportunities for Rowlett
citizens to become more
involved in our community.
Indeed, we’ve become a
stronger, closer community
because of “ordinary” citizens
stepping up and unselfishly
giving of themselves, their
talents and skills for the betterment of Rowlett residents and this City as
a whole. And none have worked harder than your Rowlett City Council
members, we all owe them our gratitude for the strong leadership exhibited
during their tenures!
Are you interested in participating in YOUR local government by running for
a place on the City Council? Places One, Three and Five will be on the ballot
in May, candidate filing to run will be accepted Wednesday, January 18
through Friday, February 17. Visit the Elections page of Rowlett.com for
more information including Councilmember qualifications.

Did You Know?

…members of the City Council set your property taxes?
…members of the City Council set your water and garbage rates?
…members of the City Council approve funding for road and alley repairs?
…members of the City Council approve the budget for the entire City?

Self-Service Checkout!

NEW TECHNOLOGY
DEBUTS AT THE ROWLETT
LIBRARY

2017 begins with an exciting customer
service innovation…

From gas stations to banks to grocery stores, self-service
is
already
well
established in the retail
world. To satisfy the
needs of increasingly
i n d e p e n d e n t
customers, the Rowlett
Library is very excited
to now offer customers
this same service when
checking out items at
the Library!
The new system
utilizes
Radio
F r e q u e n c y
Identification (RFID)
security to streamline
and improve the
Library experience.

continued on page 2

Self-Service Checkout Debuts at the Rowlett Library

continued from p.1

Faster checkouts!

Self-check, along with self-service holds implemented last year, allow people to do just
that. Library transactions can be done in a snap! Customers simply scan their Library
card, place multiple items on a pad all at once, push the touch screen for a receipt, and can
be on their way. Media items, like DVDs and audiobooks, are inserted into a device that
checks the item out and unlocks its case in one step.

Increased customer service!

With self-checkout, staff are able to give customers more attention. Whether it’s helping
them use the Library’s public computers and printers, answering questions, assisting with
programs, or finding things on the shelves, staff are better positioned to help users in and
around the Library, instead of being confined to a desk. Customers who choose to do their
own check-in of returns can easily do so as well, which speeds up the process for items,
such as DVD’s, with checkout limits.

Greater staff efficiencies!

Self-checkout frees staff to take on other library responsibilities. Faster check-in and
quicker return of materials to the shelves means things can more easily be found. An
added bonus is that there will now be more time for interlibrary loans, processing notices,
cleaning media, and other “behind the scenes” work, which translates to better customer
service for library patrons. While self-checkout streamlines operations, we are committed
to making Library staff available to assist Library users and keeping them in public
service areas remains a high priority!

Better inventory control!

RFID not only tracks items that are checked out, but it also monitors those materials that
are in. The Library’s inventory is better maintained and the process is far less complicated
when technology is put to work. Better inventory control means better use of taxpayer
dollars.

Please visit the Rowlett Library soon and “check it out” for yourself!
Rowlett Remembers December 26, 2015

Tornado Anniversary Remembrance
Members of the community gathered at Schrade
Bluebonnet Park on Monday, December 26 to mark
the one-year anniversary of the EF4 tornado that
struck Rowlett on the same date in 2015. The
event was made even more special as it hosted the
design unveiling for not only a new park design,
but the design for a 30’
commemorative sculpture
entitled “Phoenix,” which
will be housed onsite.
The artist, Troy Connatser,
is a Rowlett resident, who
also designed the North
Mesquite High School
logo and created the
NMHS Stallions Mural.

Light Up Rowlett Winners!

City Welcomes
Joey Grisham,
Assistant Director of
Economic Development

Northwest Quadrant:
The Vessell Family

Northeast Quadrant:
The Kennedy Family

This newly created position will help
meet the growing needs of economic
development for Rowlett and will focus
on business marketing, recruitment,
retention, and expansion among other
duties.
Joey began his new role with the
City on December 15, after serving
as Director of Business Recruitment
for the Irving-Las Colinas Chamber
of Commerce, where he successfully
worked on projects such as McKesson,
Atos SE, and Oki Data Americas,
Inc. While President/CEO of the
Hutto, Texas, Economic Development
Corporation, he helped the community
become a finalist for the $5 billion Tesla
Gigafactory Project that ultimately
landed in Reno, Nevada. Prior to that,
he held similar economic development
roles for other communities in North
Texas and the Southeastern U.S. as
well as doing economic development
consulting.

“

Joey brings to Rowlett 15
years of diverse economic
development experience and
a vast network of contacts
across the globe. We believe
that he will be a great addition
to the Rowlett team and will
help advance our strategic
economic development goals.

”

Director of Economic Development,
Jim Grabenhorst
To learn more about Economic
Development in Rowlett,
visit www.rowlett.com

Southeast Quadrant:
Southwest Quadrant:
The DeLatte Family
The Porter Family
Holiday – “Light Up Rowlett” December
The City of Rowlett and Keep Rowlett Beautiful are excited to share the inaugural “Light Up
Rowlett” award-winners! Saluting the time and effort that goes into outdoor décor, one home in
each quadrant of the City was selected for their outstanding holiday displays. It was a delightful
adventure for City staff to find outdoor holiday displays throughout the holiday season, and with
well over 1,000 displays decorating City neighborhoods, members of Keep Rowlett Beautiful
determined that judging the “Four Best Displays” was an impossible task. Instead, winners for
the “Light Up Rowlett Recognition” award were randomly drawn. The KRB Board and the City
of Rowlett staff salute all the residents who decorated their homes and businesses during this
winter holiday season.

Water Meter System Installation
Update!
The new FlexNet water meter reading system continues
to progress, with over 8,000 new radio antennas
already changed out and two of the three base stations
installed. These “smart water meters” will help

customers conserve water, improve the reliability
and sustainability of our water system and reduce
costs.

One of the key features of this new system allows
residents to monitor daily water consumption through
an online customer portal. This portal will also offer
customers the ability to set up usage alerts that can
notify them of potential leaks and high usage times. In
addition to the new customer features, the City will also
be able to get real time reads from the office, saving the
time of having to schedule a meter technician to go out
to the property and investigate.
The City of Rowlett is looking forward to having the
system up and fully operational by August!

BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS VOLUNTEER BANQUET
The annual event, held Thursday, December 1, honors the City’s many volunteers and thanks
outgoing Boards and Commissions members for their service.
The Diamond Volunteer of the Year is
awarded to the volunteer with the most
volunteer hours.

Diamond Volunteer of the Year
DeWayne Gates

This year’s Diamond Award winner is a dedicated
husband, father and grandfather. That is the
foundation of a man that gives of his time and
talents to several organizations, including his
church, CERT, Jonathan’s Place and VIPS. His
efforts for the community include patrolling,
delivering warrants, working City events, moving

The Platinum Volunteer of the Year
is awarded to one who made a
significant contribution by way of their
volunteerism.

Platinum Volunteer of the Year
Margaret Diehl

Margaret is described as having a “servant’s heart
and spirit,” displaying absolute commitment and
dedication in her work. Her behind the scenes
duties may not always be at the forefront of the
VIPS program, but it has a tremendous impact
on the group as a whole. Her assistance includes
service to many areas of the police department

police vehicles and serving as a VTO (VIPS
Training Officer). He has a passion for the safety
of the officers that we as a community depend
on. He has a focus on the vehicle inspections to
be sure everything is working properly, from the
electrical components to the tires.
DeWayne volunteered 779 hours in Fiscal Year
2016. He is also the recipient of the 2014 Platinum
Award.
including, Code Enforcement,
Services, and Records.

Community

Retired from McDermott Research Center as a Lab
Chemist, Margaret has lived in Rowlett several
years and recently completed the Citizen’s Fire
Academy. The work she does is invaluable to
the Rowlett Police Department and her positive
attitude and friendliness is contagious to those who
have the benefit of working alongside her!

Beginning in 2005, Rowlett Mayors have had the honor of recognizing another volunteer
with the Richard Huff Excellence in Community Service Award, named for one of Rowlett’s
most civically engaged citizens.

Richard Huff Excellence in
Community Service Award
Steve Walker

Steve, a 15-year Rowlett resident, sprang into
action in the aftermath of the tornado establishing
the non-profit #RowlettStrong. Spearheading
fundraising efforts for the Rowlett Chamber
Foundation’s Rebuild Rowlett Fund, his events
have included the Rebuild Rowlett 5k and the
Big Christmas Do Over. Even now, Steve is in the

process of organizing a City-Wide Spirit Night
with local restaurants, the profits of which will go
towards the unmet needs of Rowlett residents still
in the recovery process.

Volunteer of the Year
Sharon Porter
The Volunteer of the Year award recognizes outstanding individual
contributions to the City of Rowlett and its programs, services and events.
Undoubtedly the volunteer with the longest tenure with the City, Sharon just recently celebrated
her 20th anniversary!! Nominated for this award by three different departments, she has an
incredible work ethic and even makes herself available when she ISN’T scheduled. Over
the years, she has volunteered with Fire Administration, Purchasing, Development Services,
Economic Development, Public Works, Finance, Utility Billing, City Secretary’s Office, City
Manager’s Office, Communications, Human Resources, Parks & Recreation…there are very
few City departments who have not benefited from Sharon’s commitment to her community.
Married with three daughters, four granddaughters, and eight great-grandchildren, Sharon is also
the recipient of the 2008 Volunteer of the Year Award, as well as the 2015 AND 2013 Diamond
Award!

The City of Rowlett would like to thank ALL of our
volunteers, without whom many departments would not be
able to offer the high level of services currently available!

In Fiscal Year 2016...

20,291 volunteer hours were donated
$509,507 taxpayer dollars saved
9.8 Full Time Employee equivalents!

Take an Active Role in YOUR Community !
Public Safety Volunteer
Opportunities

Join the VIPS: Volunteers in Police Service!

Citizen Police Academy
Spring session begins Thursday, February 9
Register for class January 1 - January 31
The CPA is an exciting 11-week course
held one night per week that is designed
to help you, the Rowlett resident, better
understand what a police officer encounters
while on duty.
Each week, a qualified police instructor
will demonstrate how a different section of
the Rowlett Police Department operates.

Are you interested in the
inner workings of your police
department?
Then the Citizens Police Academy
(CPA) is for you!

You will learn about the:
Code Enforcement Department
Communications Department
Crime Scene Unit
Criminal Investigations Division
Crisis Negotiation Team
Detention Services
Patrol Division
Records Section
SWAT Team
Traffic Division

There is an evening at the shooting
range with hands-on instruction in the
use of police firearms and a driving
course where students are able to drive
a police squad car. You will also do a
ride along with an officer on patrol.

Upon graduation, participants
are eligible to join the Volunteers
in Police Services (VIPS).
The Rowlett Police Department’s
Citizens Police Academy held its first
session in the Spring of 1998 and
has been held twice yearly since its
inception with participation from over
300 citizens to date.
To learn more about the program or
to enroll, please contact Officer Chad
Caldwell at 972-412-6242 or via email.

Become a Member of the
Community Emergency Response Team

CERT Class

Saturdays, February 4 and 11
8:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M.
The Rowlett area CERT team is actively recruiting residents to be trained in the
CERT program, which includes Disaster Medical Operations, Light Search and
Rescue and Fire Suppression following FEMA guidelines. The Rowlett Citizen
Corps Council sponsors this two-day class, which is open to the public.

Being Prepared
is Everyone’s
Responsibility.
Get Ready Today.

The Rowlett CERT program is well
established and integrated into the
City of Rowlett’s Emergency Plan.
It serves an essential role in disaster
preparedness and emergency response
in the Rowlett area. During a natural
or man-made disaster, such as the
December, 2015 tornado, CERT teams
assist Fire and Police in doing damage
assessment, accounting for residents
and securing quick, accessible routes
into neighborhoods. Rowlett CERT is

also an essential component of large
City events, providing access and traffic
control, fire watch, courtesy patrols,
communications and information
technology services, first aid stations,
public information and education.
A course fee of $20 covers disposable
materials used in the class. For more
information or to register for the class,
visit www.RowlettCERT.com or email
CERT@rowlettcitizencorps.org.

RECENTLY IN ROWLETT...

Keep Rowlett Beautiful
RETREET Day

Arts & Humanities Commission
Public Art

The AHC is proud to unveil the first in a series of public art pieces
in our community! This piece, entitled “The Best Of Us Are Taken
By Surprise” and created by sculptor Nic Noblique, was installed
in December at the entrance to the Rowlett Community Centre. Be
sure to stop by and take a look!

Breakfast Results in
Life Message Food Donation

State Representative Cindy Burkett, City
Councilmember Martha Brown and Irene Proce
pitch in on the serving line!

Public Works staff is always on hand to assist!

Partnering with The Home Depot and hundreds of volunteers, Keep
Rowlett Beautiful, RETREET, and the Texas Trees Foundation
planted over 250 free trees for residents in the tornado affected
neighborhoods on Saturday, December 10.

Another reason to be proud
to live in Rowlett! Assistant
City Manager Jim Proce and
his wife, Irene, host a holiday
breakfast each year at the Rowlett
Community Centre for staff
and guests, price of admission
free...but donations of cash or
non-perishable food is always
welcome!

On the Menu:
200 Biscuits and Gravy
300 Eggs
600 Pieces of Bacon
300 Sausage Patties
400 Pancakes
2,000 pounds of food
and $1,100 was donated
to Life Message by City
staff and guests!

Jim presents the cash donations
to Chris Kizziar of Life Message

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
City Facilities Closed

State of the City
Address

Monday, January 16

City of Rowlett offices and facilities
will be closed on Monday, January 19 in
observance of the Martin Luther King, Jr.
holiday.
Trash and recycle collections will go on as
scheduled.
Police, Fire, and Emergency Medical
Services will remain in operation. In case
of emergencies, please call 9-1-1.

Tuesday, January 17
7:30 P.M.
City Hall, 4000 Main Street
Mayor Todd Gottel presents this
annual address at the regular
City Council meeting. Citizens
and visitors are encouraged to
attend this special meeting to
hear his report on the City’s
numerous 2016 accomplishments. He will also report on the outlook
for 2017. As with all City Council Meetings, this address will be aired
live on RTN16, the City’s Cable Access Channel and on Rowlett.com.

Little Sweethearts
Dance

#RowlettStrong Citywide Spirit Night
Thursday, January 26
Participating restaurants
Visit www.RowlettStrong.org for locations!

Plan to eat out and help Rowlett residents still in the recovery
process from the December 26, 2015 tornado. There is still great
unmet need in our community, proceeds from this event will go to
the Rebuild Rowlett Fund, which has been nearly depleted.

Saturday, January 28
7:00 - 9:00 P.M.
Rowlett Community Centre
972-412-6170
Treat that special girl to a night
“Under the Sea!” Fathers and
daughters will dance and twirl the
night away at this fun evening created just for them. The price includes
a keepsake photo, light refreshments and memories to last a lifetime!
Space is limited, so be sure to get your tickets today
$40 per couple
$15 for each additional daughter.

SENIORS: MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Senior Fitness at the
Rowlett Community
Centre
PACE (PEOPLE WITH
ARTHRITIS CAN EXERCISE)

AARP Smart Drivers Class
Saturday, January 28
9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.

The AARP Driver Safety Program is the
nation’s first and largest refresher course for
older drivers, helping millions remain safe on
today’s roads.
$15/AARP Members, $20/Non-members

Choctaw Casino Trip
Wednesday, January 18
8:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.

SENIOR FITNESS FUN
SAIL
(STAY ACTIVE IN LIFE)
SENIOR STRETCH
GET ENERGIZED WITH JILL

Hop on the bus for a day of fun, gambling,
socializing and a enjoy a great buffet in
Durant, OK at the Chocktaw Casino!

LINE DANCING
BEGINNING TAP DANCE
WALKING CLUB
GROUP PERSONAL TRAINING

Get Fit
Save Money
Have Fun!

A New Year, A New You!

The City of Rowlett has opportunities right here at home
to help YOU begin 2017 on the right foot!
It’s hard to believe that 2017 is here! As we step into this New Year,
full of resolve to make this year better than the last, let us share
some opportunities right here in your own hometown to help you
stay on target!

Rowlett Community Centre

World Class Fitness at an Affordable Price
Fitness Room

The Rowlett Community Centre features
cardio machines, strength machines
for both upper and lower body and free
weights.
•
6 treadmills
•
4 recumbent bicycles
•
4 ellipticals
•
Pro 2 series Total Body Bicycle
•
Indoor Track
The fitness room is available to members
and guests 16 years of age or older. Youth
ages 14-15 must be accompanied by a
parent or guardian.

Racquetball Courts

•
•
•

Memberships are just $230 a year for the whole family!
Affordable Individual, Senior and Youth memberships
are also available.

Over 50 Ways to Get Healthy
and Stay Active!
Browse the Spring Lakeside Leisure and find a
class or activity perfect for you and everyone
in the family to meet New Year’s goals!
Registration is now open for a full slate of fitness
classes, children’s activities, sports teams and
senior activities offered by your Parks and
Recreation Department.

Call 972-412-6170 or visit
www.rowlett.com to register
or for more information!

First come first served reservations in
1 hour increments.
Guaranteed court reservations with a
$5 fee.
Racquets, racquetballs and protective
eye wear are available for rental.

Other Amenities

- Wireless Internet
- Programs for the whole Family
- Locker Rooms with Showers
- Meeting/Banquet Rooms
- Child’s Play area

Fitness Classes @ the RCC
Zumba
Pilates I & II
Indoor Cycling
Fitness Bootcamp
Circuit Training
Jazzercise
Tai Chi & Qi Gong Fitness
Mommy & Me Fitness

Monday – Friday 6:00 A.M. – 9:00 P.M.
Saturday 8:00 A.M. – 9:00 P.M.
Sunday Noon – 6:00 P.M.

WINTER WONDERLAND
at the Rowlett Library

Black History Month Bookmark Contest

January 3 - January 19
Children are invited to design their own bookmark celebrating
Black History Month, which occurs annually in February. Feature
a person, invention, or event with historical significance. The
winning bookmarks will be printed and available at the Library
in February. Children grades K through 12 are eligible to enter.
Return bookmark entries to the Rowlett Public Library by
Thursday, January 19.

Senior Book Club

Wednesday, January 4 - 1:00 P.M.
Rowlett Community Centre
Held monthly on the first Wednesday. In January, the group will
discuss Rogue Lawyer by John Grisham. February’s book is
Killing Reagan by Bill O’Reilly.

Family Story Time

Saturday, January 7 - 2:00 P.M.
It’s a penguin powwow! Listen to penguin stories and create a cute
penguin of your own.

Faith-Based Fitness

Saturday, January 14 - 2:00 P.M.
You and your family can achieve your fitness goals this year! This
workshop is presented by Crystal Sanders, author of “The Healthy
Little Handbook Fitness Devotional.”

Bricks and Books

Saturday, January 21 - 2:00 P.M.
Creativity and engineering click together as kids build their dream
house with LEGOS!

Little Crazy 8’s Math Club

Tuesdays @ 4:30 P.M.
Ages 5-8
Nothing like your usual math club! This recreational, after-school
math club just for Kindergarten through second graders helps kids
enjoy the math behind their favorite activities, such as building
glow in the dark structures or cracking secret spy codes!

Whatever on Wednesdays

Wednesdays @ 4:00 P.M.
Ages 13-18
Get together with other teens and discuss current books, media
and online content. Topics could include the best TV series for a
weekend binge, the best Internet viral videos, the best games from
Tabletop and of course, the best Young Adult books. Best of all?
This material can all be found at the Rowlett Library!

Crazy 8’s Math Club

Thursdays @ 4:00 P.M.
Ages 8-12
Elementary-age children learn that math is fun! Every week, kids
build stuff and make a mess with math!

STORY TIME!

The Library offers story times for all ages...
The Young & the Restless Baby Story Time

Tuesdays @ 10:00 & 10:30 A.M
For babies up to age 2
An interactive story time between baby and caregiver, which
includes board books, songs, nursery rhymes, baby sign language,
peekaboo, bubbles and parachute play.

Giggle, Wiggle Toddler Story Time

Wednesdays @ 10:00 & 10:30 A.M.
Ages 2-4
Toddlers will have lots of fun learning as they are introduced to
letters of the alphabet and new words to build their vocabulary.

Shake, Rattle and Read Preschool Story Time

Thursdays @ 10:00 & 10:30 A.M.
Preschoolers
Continues a child’s introduction to the alphabet and promotes early
word recognition by encouraging little ones almost ready for school
to read along and learn rhymes.

this month’s success story

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat.
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper. Et iusto odio
dignissim qui erat plurius blandit praesent dolor luptatum zzril delenit augue duis
dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit,
sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation
ullamcorper te suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex
ea commodo consequat. Lorem ipsum
dolo sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit.

City Calendar
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16
17
18
19
City
Council
Meeting
Seniors
Choctaw
Martin Luther
and Mayor’s State of Casino Trip 8am
King, Jr.
@ RCC
the City Address
Holiday - City 7:30 pm @ City Hall
facilities closed

20

21

22
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27

28

City Council Meeting
7:30 pm @ City Hall

Planning & Zoning
Meeting 6:30pm @ City
Hall

24

25

Planning & Zoning
Meeting 6:30pm @ City
Hall

29

30

(972) 412-6100

26
#RowlettStrong Citywide Spirit
Night

One-on-One
Tech Help @
Library

One-on-One
Tech Help @
Library

One-on-One
Tech Help @
Library

One-on-One
Tech Help @
Library

Family Story
Time 2pm @
Library

Faith-Based
Fitness 2pm @
Library

Bricks and Books
2pm @ Library

AARP Smart
Drivers Class
9am @ RCC
Little Sweethearts
Dance 7pm @
RCC

31

City of Rowlett
4000 Main Street
Rowlett, TX 75088

www.rowlett.com

