A Monthly Message From Mayor Todd Gottel - February, 2017

Neighborhood Life Connects Us!
There’s something special about Rowlett. Although new growth
and incredible economic development is underway, at our core, we
are a community of neighborhoods. Our neighborhood becomes
our community. It’s where our children grow and thrive. Lifelong
friendships are developed and bonds are formed through casual
conversations about landscaping, pets, kids, work, you know,
the topics that make up our daily lives. I really feel that we all are
empowered to shape the future of OUR neighborhoods! In that vein,
the City of Rowlett has developed a program called Neighborhood
Life to foster this spirit and provide everyone with the tools to
become involved.
The Office of Neighborhood Life is working with our neighborhood
and homeowner’s associations, as well as with neighborhoods
who don’t have a formal leadership structure in place, to provide
quality customer-service and programs that meet the needs of our
small communities through effective 360-degree communication,
promote community involvement and strengthen the relationships
between neighborhoods and City staff.
In this newsletter, I’ll show you the programs put in place just since
last June, when the Office of Neighborhood Life was established,
as well as plans for future initiatives. But that’s not all. I want you to
know that the Neighborhood Life program also provides centralized
outreach and community enhancement programs, neighborhood
advocacy, and input for future code enhancements. In a nutshell?
The Neighborhood Life Office is always available to help Rowlett
residents successfully engage with neighbors, City offices and
staff, as well as your elected officials.
Folks, we’re all in this together. I hope that you find the Neighborhood
Life program offers opportunities for you to partner with your local
government and neighbors to create a sense of place and enhance
the community in which YOU live!

Mayor Todd Gottel

City Manager Brian Funderburk and I
visiting with the many wonderful pets
available for adoption from your Rowlett
Animal Shelter!
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Neighborhood Life: Bringing the CITY to YOU!
Elise Bowers – Introducing YOUR Neighborhood Advocate
Elise has been with the City since 2014.
She began her tenure in the Parks and
Recreation Department and
was extremely instrumental
in the Kids Kingdom rebuild
project. A Rowlett native, Elise
grew up when it was mainly
cotton and cow fields and the
two stoplights on Highway 66
were in downtown Garland
and on the square in Rockwall.
She graduated from Rockwall
High School and received a
Bachelor’s Degree in Management Science
from Alaska Pacific University in Anchorage
Alaska. Elise worked in Morale, Welfare and

Recreation for Naval Air Station Key West
before returning back to Rowlett!
Engaging residents where they are
instead of expecting them to come to
the City is one of the key strategies
for the Neighborhood Life Office.
Having an HOA, Neighborhood
Association or Crime Watch
meeting? Let Elise know, she’ll be
there to provide updates on what’s
going on around YOUR City and
offer assistance on maintaining and
upgrading the quality of life experienced by
residents in your neighborhood.

For more information, visit www.rowlett.com/NeighborhoodLife or contact
Elise Bowers at 972-412-6165 or ebowers@rowlett.com.

Neighborhood Beautification Awards

Working in conjunction with Keep Rowlett Beautiful and the Rowlett Code Enforcement
Officers, the Neighborhood Life Office awards a Property of the Season in each quadrant
of the City during each season of the year. In addition, a special “Light Up Rowlett!” award
recognizing those who go above and beyond in their festive outdoor holiday displays is also
awarded in each quadrant. During the 2016 season, there were well over 1,000 yard displays!
The winners receive recognition on social media, the
Rowlett.com website, a yard sign to display for three
months and a certificate signed by me!
Sound like fun? To qualify, properties:
must be located within the city limits of Rowlett.
may be residential or commercial.
may be personally or professionally maintained.
must have no visible code violations.
are one of the most aesthetically pleasing in the
area.
must comply with any North Texas Municipal Water
District outdoor irrigation restrictions published on
Rowlett.com.
The Texas Smart Yard Award recognizes those whose yards are in harmony with the
Texas native flora, soil and topography. One winner is awarded through an application or
nomination process during the spring and fall, and is chosen by a team of Code Enforcement
Officers and Keep Rowlett Beautiful representatives.
The Texas Smart Yard winner meets the same criteria
as Property of the Season in addition to following these
Smart Practices:
Create a landscape that has the right plant in the right
place.
Demonstrate wise management of soil and mulch.
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle.
Reduce storm water runoff and its pollutants.
Provide an environment for beneficial insects, birds
and small wildlife.

I appreciate the efforts demonstrated by so many Rowlett residents to
create and maintain such impressive green spaces!

Rowlett Citizen City Academy
Inaugural Session Begins in March!
This free academy offers a fun opportunity to learn all about the inner workings of YOUR city
government. Get an inside account from the people who make the decisions and who are responsible
for your streets, water, parks and public safety. The Rowlett Citizen City Academy is an
11-week course offered annually in the spring in which Rowlett residents learn how their
elected officials interact with City staff, and how the nine major departments work to
deliver City services on time, on budget and with an eye to the future. Participants gain a
deeper understanding of how local government works by getting to know the people who
are making the daily decisions, and also learn how, and most importantly why, decisions
are made.
Attendees will...
...gain a deeper understanding of how local government works from the people who
directly serve them.
...meet the leadership and staff members and tour the facilities in which they work.
...participate in discussions with City staff about community successes and challenges.
...serve as role models for other community members.
...help foster an environment that contributes to the quality of life for all residents.
...gain the insight necessary to become a successful Board or Commission member.
...help build a livable, sustainable and vibrant community!

Neighborhood Life Initiatives - Coming Soon!
Public Works – Our Community Ninjas
Staying current with the often invisible services provided by our Public Works Department is
important to the Neighborhood Life Office. We’re all curious about what is happening with
our street and utility infrastructure, ongoing bond projects and Community Enhancement
Projects! Look for future social media and newsletter communications branded with Cool
Jake, a cartoon character created by Public Works Utility Supervisor Jake Gilliland, featuring
Neighborhood Leadership Education
One-on-one training and resources to help residents start their own neighborhood association
or grow current associations.
The Block Party Trailer!
A 6 x 12 foot trailer stocked with the items
need to throw a great block party. Tables,
chairs, coolers, lawn games and easels will
be made available at no cost for registered
neighborhoods and Crime Watches to borrow
within the next 6 weeks!
Community Enhancement Programs
Engaging with neighborhoods in which Community Enhancement Programs, such as the
installation of live screening walls to replace the chain link fencing on Dalrock Road, are being
Matching Grants for Capital Improvement Program
Eligible Neighborhood Associations can apply for up to $2,500 in matching grants to enhance
public amenities such as entrance features, benches, or sign toppers.
Clean Up Blitz
residents in eligible neighborhoods, working in conjunction with Keep Rowlett Beautiful and City
staff, can enhance their neighborhood appearance by trimming vegetation and performing small
painting projects, along with street and sidewalk repairs. The Blitz is then capped off with block
party so everyone can celebrate their new look! Three neighborhoods are currently under consideration
for the first Neighborhood Blitz.

For more information, visit www.rowlett.com/NeighborhoodLife or contact
Elise Bowers at 972-412-6165 or ebowers@rowlett.com.

