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a monthly newsletter for the Rowlett community

New Solid Waste Collection Provider

FCC Environmental
Services

On the Move
ISSUE NO. 1708
AUGUST, 2017

Delivery of new Trash and Recycle Polycarts will
begin the week of August 28, service begins
October 1.
On Tuesday, June 20, the City Council approved a contract to change solid waste
collection providers this fall to FCC. The current five-year contract with Waste
Management, Inc., (WM) expires on September 30, 2017. For more details about
this process and why the decision was made to change providers, please see the
July Rowlett on the Move newsletter.

Great News!

Residents will experience NO CHANGE in service day! For example, is your
trash day currently Monday? It will remain Monday!
Residents will also experience NO CHANGE in weekly brush and bulky waste
service level!
FCC Environmental Services will begin the first week of October, with delivery
of new Trash and Recycle polycarts beginning the week of August 28. Waste
Management will facilitate pick up of their carts during this same time period.
Residents may experience a time period in which possesion of both Waste
Management AND FCC carts occurs. Please continue to use Waste Management
carts as long as you have them
through the last week of September.
If they are picked up before then,
please use your new FCC carts.
You will experience no service
interuption by using FCC polycarts
while the City is still serviced by
Waste Management.
IF you have not received new
FCC carts by September 25, please
contact Rowlett's Utility Billing
Office at 972-412-6105.
continued on page 3

Mayor & Councilmember
Places 1, 2 and 3 on the ballot

SPECIAL ELECTION
AUGUST 26, 2017

Early Voting: August 9-22 at City Hall Annex
As previously communicated, Todd Gottel resigned his
position as Mayor of Rowlett, announcing his candidacy
for Dallas County Commissioner, District 2. In the
meantime, he will be a holdover as Mayor and continue to
serve until his successor has been elected and takes office.
Subsequently, Mayor Pro Tem Tammy Dana-Bashian
and Councilmembers Bruce Hargrave and Robbert van
Bloemendaal resigned their seats in order to fulfill the
requirements set forth in the City Charter and announced
their candidacy for Mayor of Rowlett.
Voter apathy is a very real problem nationwide, especially at
the local level. 97% of registered voters in Rowlett did NOT
vote in the last local election. So why should YOU vote?
Well, the City Council are the officials who set the property
tax rate, which allows for the budget that provides for water
and sewer services, street department staff and materials,
public safety staff and training. The Council also approves
the trash collection and mowing contracts that ensure
Rowlett is a beautiful community. The Council determines
the allocations that provide for the services that happen
without you having to think about it. These are the things
that affect you daily!
continued on page 2

City of Rowlett Special Election
Saturday, August 26, 2017

Positions on the Ballot

→
→
→
→

Mayor - Unexpired Term through May, 2019
Councilmember Place 1
Councilmember Place 2 - Unexpired Term through May, 2019
Councilmember Place 3

Candidates in the order they will appear on the Ballot
Mayor

Tammy Dana-Bashian
Char Richardson
Robbert van Bloemendaal
Bruce Hargrave
Jason Berry

Councilmember
Place 1

Israel Deases, Jr.
Lina Khalil
Robert Blake Margolis

Councilmember
Place 3
Diane Lemmons
Matt Grubisich

Councilmember
Place 2
The order names will appear on the ballot was determined by a
drawing held on July 18. This is mandated by Texas Election Code
52.094 (a) “…the order of the candidates’
Did You Know? Section
names shall be determined by a drawing.” By law,
notice of the drawing is to be posted 72 hours prior to the drawing
(just like our Public Meeting Notices).

Rowlett Chamber of Commerce
Candidate Forums

The forums will not be televised live, but all three will be filmed
and shown on RTN16 and the City’s YouTube Channel within
one day after each event.

All Candidate Forum

Thursday, August 3
7:00 – 9:00 p.m. @ Rowlett Community Centre
An opportunity to hear candidate platforms and ask questions
of those running for Mayor and Council Places 1, 2, and 3.

Mayoral Candidate Forum

Monday, August 7
7:00 – 9:00 p.m. @ Church in the City (6005 Dalrock)
An opportunity to hear candidate platforms and ask questions
of those running for Mayor.

City Council Candidate Forum

Saturday, August 19
7:00 – 9:00 p.m. @ Church in the City (6005 Dalrock)
An opportunity to hear candidate platforms and ask questions
of those running for Councilmember Places 1, 2, and 3.

Jeff Winget
Arlan “Brownie”
Sherrill

Cast YOUR Vote!

PLEASE NOTE - THERE WILL BE ONLY ONE
LOCATION FOR BOTH EARLY AND ELECTION DAY
VOTING

Early Voting
City Hall Annex, 4004 Main Street
(where you pay your water bill)
Wednesday thru Friday, August 9 – 11
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Monday thru Saturday, August 14 – 19
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, August 20
1:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Monday and Tuesday, August 21 – 22
7:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Election Day Voting

Saturday, August 26
City Hall Annex, 4004 Main Street
7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

For more information, please visit www.rowlettchamber.com.

For More Information, Please Visit www.rowlett.com/SpecialElection

FCC Environmental Services
About FCC Environmental Services

FCC is the parent company of one of the world’s
leading public services groups. With over 100
years of experience in municipal contracts,
FCC is one of the main environmental services
companies in the world, providing services through
subsidiaries: FCC Medio Ambiente (Spain), FCC
Environment (UK), FCC Environment (CEE),
and FCC Environmetal Services (US). FCC waste
management activities include collection, treatment
and elimination of solid urban waste, sewer
system maintenance, treatment and elimination
of industrial waste, Biomass or Waste to Energy

Cont. from p.1

renewable energy generation, street cleaning,
park and garden maintenance, full-service water
management and Exploration and Production
(E&P) waste management.
FCC is one of the world’s top five companies
providing environmental services, operating in 35
countries and employing over 54,000. Over 50
million people in more than 5,000 municipalities
around the world benefit from these services.
Employing the most advanced technologies, FCC
continuously improves their ability to manage the
thousands of tons of solid waste collected every day

FCC Environmental Services was chosen for several reasons, including:
• Providing the best service to Rowlett customers at the lowest cost.
• Providing new rear-loaded vehicles to pick up both the collection carts and solid waste outside the
cart, which is the expectation of Rowlett customers today.
• Providing unlimited weekly brush & bulky waste pick up with no change to our current service level.
• Providing new collection equipment, new polycarts, and dedicated local resources to Rowlett.
• The use of real time tracking software to monitor route status and completion, including cameras on
each vehicle, and Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) tags on each polycart.
In March, FCC opened a new, 12 acre, state of the
art Material Recycling Facility (MRF) in Dallas.
The MRF will process around 75,000 tons in 2017
and has a total capacity of 140,000 tons per year.
Thousands of tons of glass, plastics, metals, paper,
cardboard, etc. will return to the market thanks
to this new facility during the upcoming years.

According to industry experts, it is the most modern
and efficient recycling facitily in the United States!
FCC has also constructed an education center inside
of the facility with the objective of training kids and
adults on the best practices for recycling.
Take the tour here!

IF you have not received new FCC carts by September 25, please contact
the City of Rowlett Utility Billing Office at 972-412-6105.

Homeowner
Rehabilitation
Program
Applications will be accepted at 8 a.m. on Friday, August
18 at the Rowlett Community Centre. No applications will
be accepted prior to this date and time.
The City of Rowlett has partnered with Garland Area Habitat for Humanity in
order to assist low-income Rowlett Homeowners with necessary repairs. The
Homeowner Rehabilitation Program is intended to help low-income homeowners
make necessary repairs and ensure compliance with health and safety codes.
Eligible families may receive up to $24,999 in assistance in the form of a two
year forgivable loan. Grants may be awarded for projects under $2,000.00.
It should be noted that this is not a home renovation program. Repairs that are
considered solely aesthetic in nature will not be considered eligible.
WHAT COSTS WILL THE PROGRAM COVER?
• Deteriorated siding
• Faulty plumbing
• Stove/refridgerator
• Fencing
• Broken windows
• Unsafe electrical and lighting
• Sewer system repairs
• Insulation
• Minor structural repairs
• Furnace/heating systems
• Handicapped accessibility modifications • Exterior/interior painting
• Roofing repairs
• Water heater repairs/replacement
• Fire prevention and safety items
• Flooring

Please visit www.rowlett.com/housingrehab for
more information and to obtain an application.

Strong Financial Stewardship
City of Rowlett Accounting
Department receives recognition
for transparency efforts from Texas
Comptroller!
Texas Comptroller Glenn
Hegar announced the City
of Rowlett has achieved
specific transparency goals
through the Comptroller’s
Transparency
Stars
program. The City’s third
Transparency Star Award,
Rowlett received a star in the area of the Public
Pensions. This star award is in addition to the
Traditional Finances Star and Debt Obligations
Star already awarded.
The Transparency Stars recognizes local
government entities that provide easy online
access to important financial data and outstanding
efforts in making their spending and revenue
information available.
“By providing meaningful financial data
in addition to visual tools and analysis of
its revenues and expenditures, the City of
Rowlett has shown a true commitment to Texas
taxpayers. This effort achieves the goals set by
my office’s Transparency Stars program,” Hegar
said. “I am pleased to award this star for its
accomplishments.”

Community Investment Advisory
Board Seeks
FUTURE BOND PROJECT INPUT

Rowlett Creek Wastewater
Treatment Plant Update

The Community
Investment Advisory
Board provides
recommendations
to the City Council
regarding capital
projects priorities,
selection, guiding
values for planning, and slating projects for
upcoming bond elections.

The technical explanation? Two of the three total
centrifuges are operational. The anaerobic digesters
have been converted to aerobic holding tanks, and have been fitted with the odor
control mechanisms. They are finishing the sludge conveyance and truck loading
station, with odor control going in concurrently. The expected substantial completion
date is late August to complete all odor control projects. All that to say, Garland has
indicated there WILL be a noticeable, significant odor difference late this summer!

Do you have an interest in improving the City of
Rowlett? Is there a project that you think should
be considered for the next bond election? The
Community Investment Advisory Board (CIAB)
needs YOUR input to help prioritize the projects
that are needed throughout the community.
This process includes input from citizens, the
CIAB, the City Council, and City of Rowlett
Staff. Projects address existing infrastructure
needs (i.e. streets and alleys), planning for
future growth (i.e. buildings) and respond to the
quality of life wants and needs (i.e. parks) of our
community.
Please take a moment and share your ideas at
www.rowlett.com/ProjectForm today!
Curious about the progress made on projects
approved in the 2015 Bond Election?
Visit www.rowlett.com/CIPinfo for an
interactive map showing project locations, scope
and status!

The City of Garland is approaching completion of a
$24M odor abatement project at the Rowlett Creek
Wastewater Treatment Plant (RCWWTP).

There are several other projects planned over the next five years for the RCWWTP.
The only process remaining that could cause intermittent minor odors are the trickling
filters. That's an old outdated process and they are considering demolishing the filters
and moving to step-feed aeration (improved process). Revising this process will also
prepare them for nutrient removal (phosphorus) when that becomes a new permit
requirement item 7-10 yrs. from now. The estimated cost for the future improvements
totals around $56 million.

Fishing Line Recycling Project

The Rowlett Parks and Recreation Department is partnering
with Keep Rowlett Beautiful and Kayak Instruct, Inc. for
a research project at Paddle Point Park, which includes
the installation of a monofilament recovery and recycling
container. Monofilament line is another name for singlestrand, high-density nylon fishing line that is used on fishing
reels. Used line can be harmful to boat motors and marine
wildlife. Birds and animals cannot see it and easily become
entangled, causing them to starve, drown or lose a limb.
The Texas Monofilament Recovery and Recycling Program
(MRRP) is coordinated by the Texas Sea Grant College Program. The test project
will run through December 2017, based on usage and amount of monofilament fishing
line recycled, additional recycling containers may be distributed to other public parks
throughout Rowlett.

Mosquito Season is HERE!

Do your part to control mosquitoes!
Two FREE Mosquito Dunks are available while supplies last to Rowlett residents, upon presentation of a
current utility bill or ID, at Development Services, 3901 Main St., Mon- Fri 8a – 4p
The City of Rowlett utilizes the mosquito services of Dallas County
for all surveillance, trapping, and testing. This contract covers ALL
of Rowlett, including the portion that is located in Rockwall County.
In 2014, Dallas County increased the number of mosquito traps set
in “zones” around Rowlett from five to six for a more even activity
surveillance. Dallas County also changed the ground spraying strategy
in an effort to more effectively combat the spread of West Nile Virus.

infected mosquitoes. Therefore, instead of waiting for a human to test
positive for the virus, they now perform ground spraying of the entire
zone when a mosquito testing positive is located. As a reminder,
spraying for adult mosquitoes does not occur for nuisance conditions.
If a trap location tests positive, spraying will be scheduled as soon as
possible and citizens will be notified through social media, rowlett.
com and the City's Connect Rowlett telephone notification service.

After studying the 2012 human cases, the County found it very
difficult to determine just where the victims came in contact with the

For complaints about mosquitos or standing bodies of water, please
contact Environmental Services at 972-412-6125.

What Can I Do?
Mosquito Proof!
Follow the Four D’s
Remember: the Best Offense
is a Good D-fense!

Dress

Drain

Wear long, loose and light-

Inspect property for standing

colored clothing to avoid

water, regularly clean roof

Dusk
&
Dawn

mosquito bites when outside.

gutters, dump water from

Limit outdoor

DEET

potted plants, change

activities during dusk

Use insect repellent products

birdbath and pet water

and dawn hours—

with “DEET” or other EPA

daily. Upend wheelbarrows,

when mosquitoes are

approved repellents and follow

buckets, tires, cans and

most active.

product instructions.

other outdoor containers.

NEW! Daytime Academy Begins in September!

Citizen City Academy

Free academy offers a fun opportunity to learn all
about the inner workings of YOUR city government.

Get an inside account from the people who make the decisions and who are responsible for your
streets, water, parks and public safety. The Rowlett Citizen City Academy is an 11-week course
offered twice a year, in which Rowlett residents learn how their elected officials interact with City
staff, and how the nine major departments work to deliver City services on time, on budget and
with an eye to the future. Participants gain a deeper understanding of how local government works
by getting to know the people who are making the daily decisions, and also learn how, and most
importantly why, decisions are made.

Attendees will...

...gain a deeper understanding of how local government works from the people who
directly serve them.
...meet the leadership and staff members and tour the facilities in which they work.
...participate in discussions with City staff about community successes and challenges.
...serve as role models for other community members.
...help foster an environment that contributes to the quality of life for all residents.
...gain the insight necessary to become a successful Board or Commission member.

The no-cost Rowlett Citizen City Academy is open to Rowlett residents
over the age of 18, apply through August 31.
Fall Session - Wednesdays, September 13-December 6, 10:30am-1:00pm
Visit www.rowlett.com/CitizenCityAcademy for more info and to apply!

Learn About
────
Block Party
Planning
────
Neighborhood
Standards
────
Matching Grant
Opportunities

SEPTEMBER 9
NEIGHBORHOOD
LEADERSHIP
WORKSHOP
Rowlett Community Centre
You
are invited!
9:00-11:00am

Join Neighborhood Life Office to learn about all of the new programs

────
Leadership
Awards

Join City of Rowlett
Neighborhood Life Coordinator
Elise Bowers to learn about the
new programs available to help
make organizing your community
easy, fast and fun! This workshop
will be a hands-on morning with
real tools you can take back to
develop your neighborhood into a
strong and engaged community.
We will begin the morning with
a light breakfast and time to meet
your peers. After that it will be
off to the races with presentations
about:
• Planning a Block Party and
the Block Party Trailer
• Housing and Neighborhood
Standards
• Matching Grant
Opportunities
• Leadership Awards

For More
Information, Contact Elise Bowers
OFFICE OF
NEIGHBORHOOD
LIFE
972-412-6165
or via Email
(972) 412-6165

Accomplishments!

Animal Shelter Advisory Board
Parks & Recreation Advisory Board

The City Council meets annually with each City Board and Commission to discuss their
respective roles, future direction and hear all about the year’s accomplishments. Both
the Animal Shelter and Parks & Recreation Advisory Boards met with Council in July,
providing an update on all of their activities as well as sharing next year’s plans and goals.

Animal Advisory Board (ASAB)

The Rowlett Animal Shelter has maintained a 100% Placement
Rate and a 99% Live Release Rate between October, 2016 and
June, 2017!!

The Animal Shelter Advisory Board is appointed to advise and
assist the City in complying with state statutes regarding operation
and maintenance of its animal shelter. The board consists of
seven members who must, by state statute include at least one
licensed veterinarian, one City staff member, one person whose
duties include the daily operation of an animal shelter and one
representative from an animal welfare agency, appointed to twoyear, staggered terms and two alternates appointed annually. This
board is advisory in nature, and makes recommendations to the
City Council.
FY2016 topics include:
• Animal Registration Ordinance Update
• Dangerous Dog Ordinance Update
• Trap, Neuter and Release Program (TNR)
• New Shelter Wish List
• Tours of new area shelters conducted by staff and board
members
Identified wants and needs
Photographed likes at other shelters
Spoke with area shelter staff to find out 			
obstacles of building and what worked vs. 			
what didn’t work

→
→
→

Curent Shelter Concerns:
• Shelter too small for growing Rowlett population
• Current Capacity 28 dogs and 32 cats includes quarantine
kennels and cages
• Shelter is outdated
• No Meet and Greet Rooms
• Cooling and heating issues
FY2017 topics include:
• Explore New Rowlett Animal Shelter
State of the art – indoor-outdoor kennels
Meet and greet rooms
Play areas
Vet Care Room(s)
• Stay updated on changing legislative updates including
domestic fowl and quarantine requirements coming in
September 2017.

→
→
→
→

Get Involved with YOUR Community!

NOW SEEKING BOARDS
AND COMMISSIONS
MEMBERS

Deadline for Applications - August 31

Parks & Recreation Advisory Board
The Parks & Recreation Advisory Board consists of nine members,
appointed to two-year, staggered terms, three alternates and two junior
alternates appointed annually, who advise City Council and staff in all
matters pertaining to parks and recreation. At least one member should
have extensive knowledge of and experience in the environmental
field. Board members serve as the Park system’s Parks Evangelists
and assist with special events, serve on sub-committees (i.e. Realize
Rowlett 2020, tree mitigation policy, playground builds), support the
department’s projects, advise on environmental issues and encourage
community involvement and tourism. In addition, members serve as
the City’s Tree Board.
FY2016-17 Accomplishments
• Kids Kingdom Grand Opening
• Successful marketing for events resulting in attendance
increase
• Implementation of Trail of Trees at Main Street Fest
• Support of Master and Trail Planning Process
• Development of Phase One of Schrade Bluebonnet Park
Plans for remaining FY2017 and FY2018
• Development of an Urban Forestry Sub-Committee to assist
in the development of Tree Protection Ordinances
• Assist in the process of establishing a Tree Canopy Tool and
plan for future tree plantings
• Assist in the oversight of the Reforestation Fund and offer
recommendations to City Council
FY2018 Goals
• Developing the Environmental Learning Center in
conjunction with Keep Rowlett Beautiful (KRB), including
gaining full ownership of the land from Garland Independent
School District (GISD) and Dallas County and support
facility development and fundraising.
• Support and promote the proposed 2018 Bond Election
• Support KRB and the Parks & Recreation Department with
the Green Ribbon Project for landscaping enhancements
along State Highway 66
• Support the Parks & Recreation Master Plan and Hike
& Bike Trail Plan with workshops and plan development,
successful design and implementation with available Capital
Improvement Plan (CIP) funding
Future Goals
• Increase the number of baseball, softball and pickleball
courts in Rowlett due to growing participation and current
lack of field space
• Full implementation of the Parks Master Plan
• Explore the future of undeveloped park space
• Discuss the possibility of developing a dog park

Share your expertise and insight as members of a City Board or Commission. While the
time commitment is minimal, the opportunity to make a difference in YOUR community
is significant!
Detailed descriptions of each Board or Commission, meeting schedules and agendas,
and an application to serve are all available here! Applications are also available in
the City Secretary’s Office at City Hall, 4000 Main Street. Deadline for applications is
Thursday, August 31. For more information, please contact the City Secretary’s Office at
972-412-6115 or citysec@rowlett.com.

Take an Active Role in YOUR Community !
Public Safety Volunteer
Opportunities

Join the VIPS: Volunteers in Police Service!

Citizen Police Academy
Fall session begins Thursday, September 9
Register for class August 1-31
The CPA is an exciting 11-week course
held one night per week that is designed
to help you, the Rowlett resident, better
understand what a police officer encounters
while on duty.
Each week, a qualified police instructor
will demonstrate how a different section of
the Rowlett Police Department operates.

Are you interested in the
inner workings of your police
department?
Then the Citizens Police Academy
(CPA) is for you!

You will learn about the:
Communications Department
Crime Scene Unit
Criminal Investigations Division
Crisis Negotiation Team
Detention Services
Patrol Division
Records Section
SWAT Team
Traffic Division

There is an evening at the shooting
range with hands-on instruction in the
use of police firearms and a driving
course where students are able to drive
a police squad car. You will also do a
ride along with an officer on patrol.

Upon graduation, participants
are eligible to join the Volunteers
in Police Services (VIPS).
The Rowlett Police Department’s
Citizens Police Academy held its first
session in the Spring of 1998 and
has been held twice yearly since its
inception with participation from over
300 citizens to date.
To learn more about the program or
to enroll, please contact Officer Dana
Reeves at 972-412-6242 or via email.

Become a Member of the
Community Emergency Response Team

CERT Class

Saturdays, August 5 and 12
8:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M.
The Rowlett area CERT team is actively recruiting residents to be trained in the
CERT program, which includes Disaster Medical Operations, Light Search and
Rescue and Fire Suppression following FEMA guidelines. The Rowlett Citizen
Corps Council sponsors this two-day class, which is open to the public.

Being Prepared
is Everyone’s
Responsibility.
Get Ready Today.

The Rowlett CERT program is well
established and integrated into the
City of Rowlett’s Emergency Plan.
It serves an essential role in disaster
preparedness and emergency response
in the Rowlett area. During a natural
or man-made disaster, such as the
December, 2015 tornado, CERT teams
assist Fire and Police in doing damage
assessment, accounting for residents
and securing quick, accessible routes
into neighborhoods. Rowlett CERT is

also an essential component of large
City events, providing access and traffic
control, fire watch, courtesy patrols,
communications and information
technology services, first aid stations,
public information and education.
A course fee of $20 covers disposable
materials used in the class. For more
information or to register for the class,
visit www.RowlettCERT.com or email
CERT@rowlettcitizencorps.org.

RECENTLY IN ROWLETT...

Mercer Place Breakfast

Neighborhood Tribute

On the one-year anniversary of the attack on police officers in
downtown Dallas, the Harborside Estates neighborhood paid
tribute to the five fallen officers. What a beautiful gesture, which
meant the world to your Rowlett police officers right here at home.
Thank you, Harborside!

In July, The Mercer Place Senior Living provided breakfast for
Rowlett first responders. Thank you Mercer Place for all your
support!!

Lakeshore Abatement

Public Works crews conducted lakeshore abatement in
July, removing approximately 440 pounds of debris!

Rowlett PD Summer
Youth Academies

We have completed several summer
youth camps with more still to
come! We have had a blast with
these kids. They are learning
about Patrol, SWAT, Crime Scene,
Criminal Investigations, Traffic
Enforcement and Bike Patrol, just to
name a few of the topics. This year's
camps are already full, but if you would like info about enrolling for next summer, contact the SRO at
your child's school during the regular school year.

RECENTLY IN ROWLETT...

Eagle Scout Project Foot Golf Course
A new Foot Golf course was recently added to Shorewood Park
by Grant McKendall, an Eagle Scout, who completed the 9-hole
project in just a few days. A combination of soccer and golf, Foot
Golf is a growing sport that includes a soccer ball, tee box and cup.
A precision sport, players kick a soccer ball into a cup in as few
shots as possible. The course is laid out in 100 yard increments,

with the exception of three
holes that are almost
200 yards in length.
Modifications will be made over time, including updated tee boxes,
a wider playing surface and high quality flags for the greens.

Primrose Lane Reconstruction

Constructing 48 inch storm drain pipe, located in the ditch line behind Bluebonnet Drive. Crew exposing water service lines at
individual water meters and water main line along Primrose Lane in preparation to construct new water services.

CFA Burn Day!

Dalrock Live Screening Wall

The installation of the Dalrock Road live screening wall project
is coming along nicely. Irrigation has been installed to get ready
for the new plants. This project is funded through three quarters
of a cent dedicated by City Council to Community Enhancements.
Future projects will include the West side of Dalrock Road, the
Miller Road and Dalrock Road intersection and projects along
Rowlett Road.

The Citizen's Fire Academy (CFA) recently culminated with the
popular "Burn Day," during which participants don full bunker gear
and put out a fire! Rowlett Fire Rescue offers this fun, free 9-week
interactive, in-depth, insider’s experience including CPR, pulling
a fire hose, vehicle extrication, hands-on experience in emergency
operations and lots more!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
AARP Smart
Drivers Class

Saturday, August 12,
9:00 A.M. – Noon
Rowlett Community Centre
$15/AARP members,
$20/non-members
This refresher course for
drivers age 50 and older has
helped millions of drivers
remain safe on today’s
roads. Tune up driving skills
and update knowledge of the rules of the road. To register, call 972412-6170. This class does not clear a ticket that has been issued by a
Police Department.

CPR Class

Saturday, August 19,
8:30 A.M. - Noon
Rowlett Community Centre
$30,
Rowlett Fire Rescue teaches
this Standard CPR class.
Participants must be over 16.
Call Julie Ward at 972-4126230 to register!

City offices and facilities
closed Monday, September 4,
in observance of the Labor Day
holiday.
Garbage collection will occur as
regularly scheduled.

CODE ENFORCEMENT TIP

Summer fun is underway!

Just be sure you are in compliance with City codes when parking your boat, trailer or RV.
They must be on an improved surface, not on grass or dirt, which must be the entire width
and length of the trailer/boat, including the access point.
Rowlett Development Code Article VIII, Section 22-263(3)A,D
The following surfaces are required for storing hauling trailers for boats and other purposes, recreational
vehicles, and travel trailers on parcels or tracts of land: a. All hauling trailers for boats or other purposes shall
be parked on a required dustless surface of concrete or asphalt pad, brick or patio pavers, or gravel (cased in)
with a depth of six inches, along with the access to the pad site being of the same material.
Exemption: Lots within the SF-40 Single-Family Residential District shall be exempt from the access
requirement, provided the parking surface is located behind the front building line. b. All recreational
vehicles and motorized vehicles shall be parked on a concrete surface. c. All vehicles shall be parked on a
required surface at least three feet from the rear property line, provided that vehicles on corner lots shall not
be stored on any side of the lot adjacent to a street. d. All pad sites must be of a surface as required in this
section and equal to or greater in size than the size of the trailer or vehicle, plus any permanently attached
towing mechanism.

For more information, please contact Rowlett Code Enforcement at 972-412-6283
or visit www.rowlett.com

Pet Adoptathon!

Come find your new best friend and help your Animal
Shelter maintain its current live release rate of 99 percent!
This is well above the national rate of 30 percent thanks
to Rowlett residents’ willingness to open their hearts and
homes to all the wonderful pets available at the shelter.

Saturday, August 19
10:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
Rowlett Animal Shelter
(4402 Industrial)
Reduced Adoption Fee - $25

Animal Shelter Maintains
an Astounding
99% Live Release Rate!

Gloomy
The Stories of Shey and Gloomy

Every adoption is truly special in our eyes and we normally pick
one a month to talk about. This month, we couldn’t choose so
we’ll tell you about TWO special pets who recently found their
forever homes!
Sweet Shey came to us the first day of June and she was so scared.
Thankfully, with the patience and kindness of shelter staff and
volunteers, it only took Shey a short while to know that she was
in good hands. Boy, did that personality shine! Nothing could
hold her back, she got along with every dog introduced to her and
every human that came to see her. On July 22, Shey got her way!!!
This happy girl was thrilled to go home with her new family;
including new parents and two legged siblings as well!

Now, the story of Gloomy the cat. Gloomy came to us at the very
end of March. Yes, he was part of our shelter family for over
three months. A nice cat, affectionate and outgoing, however
he was a hard cat to place. Gloomy had to be the only cat in the
home and could never be allowed outside because he has Feline
Immunodeficiency Virus (FIV). We never gave up, though. As
you may already know, we feel that every animal should have the
opportunity to be placed in their FOREVER HOME. On July 5,
that very thing happened for Gloomy and he now has a warm lap to
cuddle in every day!

Outdoor Water Usage Tips

With the majority of summer usage occurring outdoors, it is important to make sure that
everyone is using water efficiently and exercising smart water habits to keep YOUR water bill
under control!

1

Keep your landscape looking
good by using native plants,
trees, shrubs and grasses that are
drought and heat tolerant.

2

Set sprinkler systems to provide
thorough but infrequent watering.
This will help your grass become
healthier by developing a deep,
strong root system.

3

Use lots of mulch around shrubs
and trees to help them retain
moisture, reduce run-off, moderate
soil temperatures, and help with
weed control.

For more helpful tips and information on how and when to water please visit www.wateriq.org.

BACK TO SCHOOL

at the Rowlett Library
Summer is almost over...time to get ready!
Visit the library for a variety of programs
and activities to entertain and educate.
Custom Notebook Craft

Saturday, August 5 - 2:00 P.M.
Decorate your own notebook so you can go back to school in style!

Grown-Up's Geek Out!

Thursdays, August 10 & 24 - 7:00 P.M.
Adults will design with Legos, discuss graphic novels, and play video
games with like-minded peers.

Little Crazy 8’s Math Club

Summer Scrapbooking

Saturday, August 12 - 2:00 P.M.
Scrapbook all your favorite summer memories in a fun and lasting way.

Kickoff to Kindergarten

Saturday, August 19 - 2:00 P.M.
Kindergartners can practice and perfect new school skills such as
raising their hands, lining up, and following rules.

All American Eclipse

Monday, August 21 - Noon
View the solar eclipse at Rowlett Public Library with special glasses
provided by NASA. The solar glasses make direct solar viewing
safe and fun for all. A limited number of glasses will be provided to
attendees during the program while supplies last.

Homeschooling Help

Saturday, August 26 - 2:00 P.M.
Learn about the Library databases and get valuable co-op information.

Tuesdays at 4:30 p.m. beginning August 22
Ages 5-8
Nothing like your usual math club! This recreational, after-school
math club just for Kindergarten through second graders helps kids
enjoy the math behind their favorite activities, such as building
glow in the dark structures or cracking secret spy codes!

Whatever on Wednesdays

Wednesdays @ 4:00 P.M. beginning August 23
Ages 13-18
Get together with other teens and discuss current books, media
and online content. Topics could include the best TV series for a
weekend binge, the best Internet viral videos, the best games from
Tabletop and of course, the best Young Adult books. Best of all?
This material can all be found at the Rowlett Library!

Crazy 8’s Math Club

Thursdays @ 4:00 P.M. beginning August 24
Ages 8-12
Elementary-age children learn that math is fun! Every week, kids
build stuff and make a mess with math!

STORY TIME!
No Story Times the first three weeks, resuming the
week of August 21
Toddler Story Time

Wednesdays @ 10:00 & 10:30 A.M.
Ages 2-4
Toddlers will have lots of fun learning as they are introduced to
letters of the alphabet and new words to build their vocabulary.

Baby Story Time

Tuesdays @ 10:00 & 10:30 A.M.
For babies up to age 2
An interactive story time between baby and caregiver, which
includes board books, songs, nursery rhymes, baby sign language,
peekaboo, bubbles and parachute play.

Preschool Story Time

Thursdays @ 10:00 & 10:30 A.M.
Preschoolers
Continues a child’s introduction to the alphabet and promotes
early word recognition by encouraging little ones almost ready
for school to read along and learn rhymes.

ROWLETT PARKS & RECREATION
End of Summer Fun!!
BEGINNING ARCHERY

BROADWAY STAR CAMP

Embark on an archery adventure with a fully trained and
experienced guide and learn basic skills, safety rules, terminology,
and bow and arrow identification and uses. All equipment
will be supplied. The class is suitable for those that have no
experience, or those that may have shot before and need a
refresher.

Young performers leap into the world of musical theatre,
acting, jazz, and singing with creative and fun routines. Stars
will discover their artistic voice through creative play and
choreography. Sing-a-long to your favorite musicals and dance
your heart out!

Wednesdays, August 2-30, 6-7pm
Ages 6-60, $20

Monday-Thursday, August 7-10, 10am-Noon
Ages 3-6, $75

INTERMEDIATE ARCHERY

JR. CHEF TV SHOWS

This next-level course focuses more on competition-based shooting.
Further distances and smaller targets!

Are you a fan of Chopped? Master Chef Jr.? Kids Baking
Championship? Rachel Ray’s Kid’s Cookoff? Try your hand at
Chefsville cooking challenges! Kids will have a blast learning
skills that they can use for a lifetime.

Wednesdays, August 2-30, 7-8pm
Ages 10-60, $20

Monday-Friday, August 14-18, 10:00 A.M. - Noon
Ages 7-14, $129

SOAR Summer Day Camp
Monday – Friday
June 5 – August 18
7:30 A.M. – 6:00 P.M.
Ages 11-14, $15/day

Drop the kids off at the Rowlett Community Centre, where Parks and
Recreation staff provides entertaining, educational, themed-based fun
to keep them up and moving all day long.

Week 1: Sports
Week 2: Beach
Week 3: Arts
Week 4: Game Show
Week 5: Jungle
Week 6: Science

Week 7: TV/Movie
Week 8: Time Travel
Week 9: Cartoon
Week 10: Around the World
Week 11: Kids Choice

Please pre-register for this program!
For more information, please contact Jason at jaguirre@rowlett.com or call 972-412-6170.

Dive in!

The Wet Zone, Rowlett’s Family Water Park

Get wet and have a great time at the “cool” events this month before the
park closes for the season!!!
Flick ‘n Float

Saturday, August 5 – The Lego Movie
8:30 P.M.
Bring the family out to the Wet Zone and enjoy a movie
from the comfort of your float or lawn chair. Everyone is
only $6 and FREE for our Season Pass Holders. Special
meal deal - $3 for a hot dog, chips, and a drink.

Angel Swim

Saturday, August 12
8:30 – 10:30 A.M.
This swim time is specifically set aside for those with
special needs and their families. Play, swim and enjoy the
Wet Zone without all the crowds!

Season Pass Day

Monday, August 7
We appreciate our season pass holders - this is our
chance to show you how much! Bring a friend with you
to the Wet Zone and they can enjoy the day on us! Each
pass holder can bring one guest free of charge.

Bogo Days!

Monday, August 7
Wednesday, August 9
Thursday, August 10
Purchase one admission and receive the second
admission for FREE in celebration of the last week the
park is open. Bring a friend and enjoy some splashy
fun in the sun before summer ends and school is back in
session!

Back to School Splash Bash!

Friday, August 11
It’s the last weekday before school starts…ho hum. No
worries, the Wet Zone is supplying one last day of fun and
games before getting back to the grind! Kids can win cool
new school supplies to start the new year off right! Park
will be open all day but contests will take place between
1:00 & 4:00pm.

Pooch Plunge

Sunday, August 13
4:00 – 7:00 P.M.
$10 per dog, humans get in free
It’s time to “let the dogs out”! Join Wet Zone and the
Friends of Rowlett Animals for a doggie swim day. Fun
games and contests for both dogs and their owners with
the proceeds from the day going to assist animals in the
Rowlett area!!

Birthday Parties at the WetZone!

Make your birthday party a splash this summer at the
WetZone Waterpark! Pavilions throughout the park are
available to rent and come with snow cones for all the
kids, a quarter sheet birthday cake, plates, utensils, plus
a t-shirt for the birthday child! Haley the Hippo will also
make an appearance to make your big day even more
special! $100 for 1.5 hours and $6 per guest, $30 for each
additional 30 minutes.

For more information visit www.wetzonewaterpark.com

this month’s success story

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat.
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper. Et iusto odio
dignissim qui erat plurius blandit praesent dolor luptatum zzril delenit augue duis
dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit,
sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation
ullamcorper te suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex
ea commodo consequat. Lorem ipsum
dolo sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit.

City Calendar

August
6

7
Season Pass
Day
@ Wet Zone

13
Pooch Plunge
@ Wet Zone

20

27

1
City Council
Meeting
7:30pm @ City
Hall

2

8
BOGO Day
@ Wet Zone

9
Early Voting
Begins @
City Hall
Annex

BOGO Day
@ Wet Zone

Planning &
Zoning Meeting
6:30pm @ City
Hall

14

15

3

BOGO Day
@ Wet Zone
16

10
Grown Ups
Geek Out
7pm @ Library
17

City Council
Meeting
7:30pm @ City
Hall
21
All-American
Eclipse Noon
@ Library

28

(972) 412-6100

5
Flick ‘n Float
8:30pm @ Wet Zone

Summer Concert
Series 7pm @ Pecan
Grove Park

Custom Notebook
Craft 2pm @ Library

11
Back to School
Splash Bash
@ Wet Zone

12
Angel Swim 8:30am
@ Wet Zone
AARP Smart Driver
Class 9am @ RCC
Summer Scrapbooking 2pm @ Library

Summer Concert
Series 7pm @ Pecan
Grove Park
18
One-on-One Tech
Help @ Library
Summer Concert
Series 7pm @ Pecan
Grove Park

22
23
Early Voting Ends
@ City Hall Annex

24

Planning &
Zoning Meeting
6:30pm @ City
Hall

Grown Ups
Geek Out
7pm @ Library

29

4
One-on-One Tech
Help @ Library

30

19
CPR Class 8:30am @
RCC
Pet Adoptathon
10am-5pm @ Animal
Shelter
Kinder Kick Off 2pm
@ Library

25
One-on-One Tech
Help
@ Library

26
City Special Election Day@ City Hall
Annex

Summer Concert
Series 7pm @ Pecan
Grove Park

Homeschool Help
2pm @ Library

31

City of Rowlett
4000 Main Street
Rowlett, TX 75088

www.rowlett.com

