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A Community Transformation is Underway!!

Fiscal Year 2018 Budget

Rowlett City Council Adopts FY2018 Budget
Including a One Cent REDUCTION in the Tax
Rate.

There has never been a more exciting time to live, work, and play
in Rowlett! We are seeing new developments and businesses that
are bringing jobs and tax dollars to Rowlett. In two years, Bayside
will open, bringing tourism and providing cultural and recreational
amenities for everyone to enjoy. Bayside is expected to provide one
billion dollars in private investment; generate 7,500 jobs; construct
3,000 residential units; feature 1.7 million square feet of commercial
space that will include retail, restaurants, and other entertainment
venues; and a first class marina. This development will truly create the
after-hours feel that has not been available in Rowlett.
Rowlett is a great place to be with a bright future. With the increased
access to our community through the completion of new roads and
light-rail, in combination with the City’s comprehensive land use
plan, our community is realizing the high quality development and
amenities it deserves and has long desired. And we are not the only
ones who think Rowlett is a
great community. In 2010,
Rowlett was named in the
Top 25 Best Places to Live
by Money Magazine, and in
2013, Rowlett was named
America’s Best Small City
to Move To by Movoto. In
2016, Rowlett was named
the third safest city in Texas
by ValuePenguin.com for
cities with a population over
50,000!
continued on page 2

Welcome, Mayor and Councilmembers!

Special Election Results

Thank you to the 2,714 Rowlett citizens who exercised
their right to vote and make a difference at the local level!

MAYOR
Tammy
Dana-Bashian

PLACE 1
Robert Blake
Margolis

PLACE 2
Brownie Sherrill

PLACE 3
Matt Grubisich

Rowlett citizens voted to elect a new Mayor and Councilmembers for
Places 1, 2 and 3. In Rowlett, City Councilmembers are elected at-large,
which means they represent residents of Rowlett as a whole rather than
being divided into districts. In May 2003, Rowlett residents approved
an amendment to the City Charter that allowed for three-year staggered
terms for our City Council.
Councilmembers/Mayor-elects will be sworn in at a Special City
Council Meeting on Wednesday, September 15.

Join us for a special reception to thank Mayor
Todd Gottel and outgoing Councilmembers
Bruce Hargrave and Robbert van Bloemendaal
for their service on Wednesday, September 13,
5:30pm at City Hall.

continued from p.1

The total FY2018 Budget is $124.4 Million.
Rowlett is experiencing phenomenal
growth and development!
High quality projects driven by the community’s vision,
access to regional transportation, a strategic portal
between DFW and east Texas, and extraordinary market
timing are driving developers to Rowlett. Many of the
businesses attracted to these types of projects will be
unique to Rowlett and, in some cases, unique to Texas.
This doesn’t happen by accident – Rowlett has the right
vision for the right time!

Woodside
Living
North
Shore

Downtown

Healthy
Living

Today, we have major, high-quality projects going
vertical in every quadrant of the City. These projects,
like The Homestead at Liberty Grove (Woodside
Living), Harmony (North Shore), The Village of Rowlett
(Downtown), and Terra Lago (Healthy Living) would be
amazing by themselves. Add in Bayside and Rowlett has
$1.5 billion in private investment – transformational.

Signature
Gateway

We are also very excited about the possibility of adding a
conference center adjacent to the resort at Bayside. This
project may be possible because the City was successful
in requesting the Texas Legislature to approve a bill that
will provide a refund to the City for 100% of all state
sales, mixed beverage, and hotel occupancy taxes for a
ten-year period. This state revenue refund may be used
to fund a conference center in Bayside, and would begin
when the conference center opened. The Bayside resort
and conference center area has the potential to generate
over a thousand jobs and offer 100,000 square feet of
convention and meeting space. The next step for the
City is to conduct a market analysis that will outline
appropriate sizing and operational possibilities.

Bayside

The period
from FY2010 to
FY2014 created
an atmosphere
where the City cut
costs and deferred
maintenance to
address the revenue
decline during the
Great Recession.
Since FY2015, the
City has experienced
a significant
turnaround as
the market in the
DFW area restored
property tax values to
pre-FY2010 levels.
Economic
development,
however, will most
notably impact
Rowlett’s finances in
FY2019 and beyond.

Fiscal Year 2018 - A Community Transformation!

“

…a community with diverse lifestyle choices
for living, working, playing and learning.

A Community Vision

Realize Rowlett 2020

None of this would be possible without the visionary approach taken in 2010 and 2011 by community
leaders, residents, and business owners who participated in the development of Realize Rowlett
2020, the City’s comprehensive land use plan. This plan was designed to create a vision to make
Rowlett “…a community with diverse lifestyle choices for living, working, playing and learning.”
Critical elements of the vision included diversifying our housing stock, creating new employment
opportunities, and developing an after-hours lifestyle for evening and weekend entertainment and
recreation.
Realize Rowlett 2020 envisioned “Rowlett’s days as a bedroom community are coming to an
end.” Driven by the construction of the President George Bush Turnpike (PGBT), the addition of
Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART) light-rail in downtown, the proximity to the Dallas-Fort Worth
(DFW) market, and the ability to capitalize on our unique location on the water, we are realizing a
remarkable community transformation.

In just five years, we have major projects in every quadrant of the City
and nearly every strategically defined opportunity area.

FY 2018 Proposed Budget - continued from p.2

Growth, Growth and More Growth!
In May, 2015, the City of Rowlett and its
development partner, Donahue Development, closed
on Elgin B. Robertson, acquiring the property from
the City of Dallas. Renamed Bayside, this master
planned 262 acre mixed-use site will be built under
the City’s Form-Based Code, ensuring a high quality
development with numerous amenities. The complete
build-out is expected over eight to ten years and will
include 1.75 million square feet of commercial space
and 3,000 residential units. Bayside is expected to
add nearly one billion dollars in new taxable value
resulting in nearly $150 million in revenue from
property, sales and hotel occupancy taxes over the
next 20 years.
Bayside alone would be a fantastic story; however, it doesn’t stop here. Today, major projects in every
quadrant of the City are under construction including, The Homestead at Liberty Grove, Terra Lago, The
Village of Rowlett, and many, many smaller developments and projects around town. While some will
take time to develop in phases, many will be built in one phase. Over the next five years, they will add an
additional $800-$950 million in new investment, potentially adding $10-$15 million a year in property
tax revenues when taking tax rebates into account, most of which will come in about 2-3 years!

So, what does this mean to Rowlett?

With this level of growth, Rowlett can truly make a difference in the
everyday lives of our citizens.

It provides a sufficient income stream to meet existing needs and
new community amenities while building a more sustainable future;

It diversifies the housing stock, which will help maintain property
values in future recessions and types of markets; and

It provides the ability for additional dollars for infrastructure and to issue
more bonds in the future without increasing the tax rate; and

It provides a sufficient income stream to seriously consider
reducing the property tax rate in the future; and

It provides the opportunity to reduce unsold water under the
North Texas Municipal Water District’s take-or-pay agreement and perhaps
even reduce future rates and fees.

The Value of Your City Services...WOW!

Watch a great video
about the value of
your City services
HERE!

With the reduced tax rate, the daily property tax
cost for a taxable home value of $200,000 will
be $4.26. That is a little more than the price of a
Starbucks coffee. Far less than the everyday cost
of items like your cable bill, electricity, or a movie.
The average cost of home security, at $1.93 per
day, results in the security service calling 911 on
behalf of the homeowner when an issue arises.
The actual people who show up to help you, your
police and fire departments, only cost residents
$1.53 per day.

This level of
growth also
creates special
challenges.
FIRST
IT IS NOT POSSIBLE
TO MOVE THIS MANY
PROJECTS THROUGH
THE DEVELOPMENT
PROCESS WITHOUT
ADDITIONAL CITY
STAFF.
SECOND
IT WILL REQUIRE
ADDITIONAL
RESOURCES TO
PROVIDE CITY
SERVICES.
FINALLY
IT WILL REQUIRE
THE CITY AND THE
COMMUNITY TO
STRATEGICALLY
PRIORITIZE BETWEEN
ADDRESSING
UNMET CAPITAL
INFRASTRUCTURE
NEEDS (I.E. STREETS
AND ALLEYS) VERSUS
PROVIDING ENHANCED
OR ADDITIONAL
AMENITIES (I.E. MEDIAN
IMPROVEMENTS,
PARKS AND FACILITIES)
VERSUS REDUCING THE
TAX RATE.

FY 018 Proposed Budget
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So, What’s Notable in the FY2018 Budget?

1

Due

Opportunity

MORE Good News… REDUCE the Property Tax Rate

to Rowlett’s growth, the FY2018 Budget
lowers the property tax rate by one cent, from
$0.787173 to $0.777173 per $100 in assessed
valuation.

some of the new development hit the tax rolls.
However, FY2018 is a good place in our history
to make the first cut in the tax rate. We expect to
receive another 11.4% increase in assessed tax
values and many new projects are going vertical

Why is this the right year to reduce the tax rate?
Even with a 9.7% increase in assessed valuation,
last year was not the right year to reduce the tax
rate. We needed to reach the point where we can
fund approximately $10.5 million annually for
streets and alleys and we needed time to have

Future reductions are possible, but will need to be
strategically weighed between capital infrastructure
needs and enhanced or additional public amenities.
Rowlett is fortunate that it is in the position to
address the property tax rate at this time!

Strategic Planning

It has been thirteen years since the City adopted

a Strategic Plan. In that thirteen years, the face of
Rowlett has changed dramatically. Population
has increased, resulting in additional traffic and
demand for services. The City survived a severe
economic downturn referred to as the “Great
Recession”, one of the most severe droughts
in history, and a devastating EF4 tornado. The
City also added the 262 acre peninsula known
as Bayside. All of this means that the vision
Rowlett had in 2004 needs to be reassessed, and
our strategic priorities need to be aligned with
the new vision. Essentially then, a strategic plan
provides an opportunity for the community to

2

Opportunity

Strategic Allocation of Property
Tax Dollars
Improved

Property Tax Relief
Balance reducing the property tax rate with
other strategic needs as the City becomes
more sustainable.

tax values and new growth provide
opportunities to address aging infrastructure,
revitalize neighborhoods, and enhance our
community amenities and assets. Prioritizing
these needs is a strategic decision that must be
carefully weighed.

Strategic Debt Management
Maintain the debt portion of the tax rate to
take advantage of future bond capacity.

Captial Planning

for streets and alleys, park improvements, and
public safety without increasing the tax rate.

In

May 2015, Rowlett voters approved a $25.8
million general obligation bond program. This bond
program was triggered, in part by the recognition
that annual bond payments were going to decline
and that the City could issue $25.8 million in bonds

So, in Conclusion...

“

Capital Assets and Infrastructure
Use combination of future bond capacity
and increased tax values to address aging
infrastructure and obsolescence.

Many infrastructure challenges and needs exist
today yet remain unfunded. Aging infrastructure
is outpacing resources, and capacity and ongoing
capital improvement resources for maintenance and
capacity improvements are direly needed.

come together, dream big, and develop a vision
that inspires. It answers the question what do we
want to be? It is a master plan that leads to a focus
on aligning strategic priorities with community
desires, laying out the roadmap for how to achieve
our vision, and providing public accountability for
outcomes, goals, and objectives.
Therefore, in FY2018, the City will embark
upon a new journey to develop a comprehensive
strategic plan, and will engage the community
leaders, residents, and businesses to develop a
community vision and focus our priorities on
what matters most.
Employee Compensation
Provide competitive pay to reduce turnover
and provide quality customer service.
Staffing Strategy
Strategically add positions to address existing
gaps and prepare Rowlett for future growth.
Public Amenities
Add and enhance public amenities to improve
the quality of life for Rowlett residents.

While a future bond referendum is being
planned for May of 2018, staff is pursuing every
opportunity to leverage City dollars in combination
with potential grant opportunities.and focus our
priorities on what matters most.

Rowlett has a bright future, we are taking advantage of economic development
opportunities and capitalizing on our location in DFW. With PGBT and
DART, we have the transportation venues to bring people here, and with our
community land use plan, we have the right vision to ensure that high quality
development and businesses find a home here.

“

Brian Funderburk
City Manager

Truly, this is an exciting time to live in Rowlett!

AMI-Flexnet System Online Now!
Create an account, set
up your alerts and start
tracking your usage!
Learn How Here:
www.rowlett.com/AMI

Realizing that we all have to work together to
reduce water use, improve the reliability and
sustainability of our water system and minimize
costs, over the past year the City replaced
ALL of the radio antennas for this important
upgrade to the water meter reading system.
In fact, approximately 18,000 meter radio
antennas were installed! These new Advanced
Metering Infrastructure (AMI) antennas transmit
water consumption data directly to the City’s
Utility Billing Department, thereby eliminating

the need for staff to drive by each home and
business to acquire the meter readings. Water
customers (YOU!) now have the ability to
access water consumption online. In fact, the
system reads every hour so you can get real-time
usage information. Simply create an account
at www.rowlett.com/AMI, set up your alerts
and start tracking your usage. Armed with this
information, customers can spot and repair
potential leaks before they result in a higher bill!

WHAT IS AMI?

→

AMI stands for Advanced Metering Infrastructure. It is a method of using communication
technology to read meters remotely without having to access the meter located in meter boxes
in the ground.

HOW DOES IT WORK?

→

The City of Rowlett has chosen a fixed based network that provides two-way communication
from the meter box to strategically located Base Stations. The radio antenna, also referred to
as an MXU, is used to collect and transmit meter reading data, unique identification numbers,
operating status, and various alarms at regular intervals to the Base Stations.

WHY DID THE CITY UNDERTAKE THIS EFFORT?

→

Advanced meter systems are quickly becoming the standard for utilities around the country.
These new devices allow for more accurate and faster collection of water usage readings
than the current manual method and improve safety conditions for City staff. Introducing
automatic meter reading as the standard for Rowlett is one of the ways we can better serve our
customers and improve the overall efficiency of the utility department.

WILL THE ELECTRONIC DEVICE INTERFERE WITH OTHER EQUIPMENT?

→

No. The radio transmission operates in compliance with Federal Communications Commission
(FCC) regulations to avoid interference with other electronic devices.

IS THE ELECTRONIC DEVICE AND DATA ENCRYPTED?

→

Yes. Data transmitted from the meter through the system is encrypted throughout the entire
process.

CAN I ACCESS DAILY READINGS ONLINE?

→

Yes, you now have the ability to access a variety of data, including daily water consumption,
online.

HOW DOES AMI BENEFIT CUSTOMERS?

→

Improved customer service by increasing accuracy and frequency of meter readings.

CAN I COVER UP THE METER NOW?

→

No. Access needs to be available at all times. There will still be instances when meter
technicians will visit the meter on site to perform routine maintenance, verify high readings,
or emergency shut off. For example, be careful during the fall foliage season not to cover your
water meter with piles of leaves!

HOW WILL I KNOW THAT YOU HAVE MY READING & NOT SOMEONE ELSE’S?

→

Please help us stay in
contact with YOU!
Have you changed your
phone number? Email
address?
Contact Utility Billing
Office today and update
your information!
972-412-6105 or
utilities@rowlett.com.

Each radio frequency device has a unique identification number, which is transmitted along
with the meter reading. The unique number is compared to your account record electronically
to ensure a match.

Learn More...
Watch the AMI/FlexNet
video here!
Get More Info
www.rowlett.com/AMI

New Solid Waste Collection Provider

FCC Environmental Services

Delivery of new Trash and Recycle Polycarts began the week of
August 28, service begins October 2.

On Tuesday, June 20, the City Council approved a contract to change solid waste collection providers this
fall to FCC. The current five-year contract with Waste Management, Inc., (WM) expires on September 30,
2017. For more details about this process and why the decision was made to change providers, please see the
July Rowlett on the Move newsletter.

If you have not
received new

Great News!

Green Lid:
Recycle

Residents will experience NO CHANGE in service day! For example, is your
trash day currently Monday? It will remain Monday!
Residents will also experience NO CHANGE in weekly brush and bulky waste
service level!

FCC carts by

Beginning August 28, FCC crews will begin to deliver your new Blue trash and
recycling carts.

September 25,
please contact

Regardless if your current Green Waste Management Trash and Recycling
Carts are full, please continue to place them out, on your designated service day,
between the dates of August 28 – September 29 so that FCC teams can retrieve
your old Green Carts and deliver your new Blue Carts.

the City of
Rowlett Utility
Billing Office
at
972-412-6105.

Blue Lid:
Garbage

About FCC Environmental Services

If you receive your new Blue FCC carts and your Green WM carts are removed,
then begin to utilize your new Blue FCC carts for your trash and recycling
services and place them at the curb on your normal collection day.
If your new Blue FCC carts have been delivered but your Green Waste
Management carts have not been removed by 7:00pm on your service day, then
please call (877) 642-3702. You will experience no service interruption by
using FCC polycarts while the City is still serviced by Waste Management.

FCC is the parent company of one of the world’s leading
public services groups and one of the world’s top five
companies providing environmental services, operating in 35
countries and employing over 54,000. With over 100 years of
experience in municipal contracts, FCC waste management
activities include collection, treatment and elimination of
solid urban waste, sewer system maintenance, treatment and
elimination of industrial waste, Biomass or Waste to Energy
renewable energy generation, street cleaning, park and garden
maintenance, full-service water management and Exploration
and Production (E&P) waste management. FCC continuously
improves their ability to manage the thousands of tons of solid
waste collected every day in some of the world’s largest cities.
More than 20 million tons of refuse are collected per year.

In March, FCC opened a new, 12 acre, state of the art Material
Recycling Facility (MRF) in Dallas. The MRF will process
around 75,000 tons in 2017 and has a total capacity of 140,000
tons per year. Thousands of tons of glass, plastics, metals,
paper, cardboard, etc. will return to the market thanks to this
new facility during the upcoming years. According to industry
experts, it is the most modern and efficient recycling facitily
in the United States! FCC has also constructed an education
center inside of the facility with the objective of training kids
and adults on the best practices for recycling.
Take the tour here!

FCC Environmental Services was chosen for several reasons, including:
• Providing the best service to Rowlett customers at the lowest cost.
• Providing new vehicles to pick up both the collection carts and solid waste outside the
cart, which is the expectation of Rowlett customers today.
• Providing unlimited weekly brush & bulky waste pick up with no change to our current
service level.
• Providing new collection equipment, new polycarts, and dedicated local resources to
Rowlett.
• The use of real time tracking software to monitor route status and completion, including
cameras on each vehicle, and Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) tags on each
polycart.

FCC’s new Blue carts contain an RFID chip that is “scanned” each time your cart is collected,
storing the date, time, and address location. This information is stored in FCC’s database and
is accessible by the City and FCC. Along with this great new technology, FCC will utilize video
cameras on the trucks that will capture each resident’s trash, recycle and bulky service, along with
providing valuable information to ensure employees are operating the equipment in the safest
manner while driving in your neighborhood.

Farewell, BatMayor Todd Gottel!
By now, most of you know that Todd Gottel resigned his
position as Mayor of Rowlett in May, announcing his
candidacy for Dallas County Commissioner, District 2.
Mayor Gottel served on the Rowlett City Council since June,
2007. He served as Deputy Mayor Pro Tem from 2007- 2008,
Mayor Pro Tem from 2008-2009, Deputy Mayor Pro Tem
from 2009-2010, and Mayor Pro Tem from 20102011. He has served as Mayor of Rowlett since
July 2011.
Mayor Gottel has been extraordinarily instrumental in changing the face of Rowlett.
Major events that Todd has navigated the City through include:
Deep budget and service cuts during the Great Recession, which began in 2008.
The creation of a vision that transforms us from a bedroom community into a thriving
active community capitalizing on the actions of our forefathers who brought us DART and
PGBT.
The development and adoption of Form-Based Codes and our strategic plan: Realize
Rowlett 2020.
The purchase and sale of the former Elgin B. Robertson Park, now known as Bayside, a $1 billion,
ten-year development that puts Rowlett on the map for decades to come.
The current, unprecedented growth in our City including $1.5 billion in development
currently in process or approved for development in the foreseeable future.
The addition to their future projects list by DART of a Light Rail extension to Bayside.
Mayor Gottel’s contributions to our community are immeasurable. He has been very
effective advocating for Rowlett citizens with local, state and national leaders such as
State Representatives Cindy Burkett and Angie Chen-Button, U.S. Senator Ted Cruz,
U.S. Congressman Pete Sessions, and Governor Greg Abbott.
Todd similarly connects with individual citizens, mobilizing groups of volunteers and
businesses to donate and assist those in need. His efforts following the EF4 tornado that
devastatingly impacted our community on December 26, 2015 are just one example of his
servant’s heart. He took a three-month leave from his “real job” and was EVERYWHERE in Rowlett,
organizing, assisting, mobilizing and pitching in with recovery and demo! And, he viewed this as an
honor.
“Mayor Gottel has provided exceptional leadership during his tenure representing
the citizens of our community,” says Mayor-elect Tammy Dana-Bashian. “He’s
been my mentor and my friend, and I have benefitted greatly working side-by-side
since I came on Council four years ago. Our community has truly been blessed by
his tireless and effective service for the past 10 years!”
Todd leads by example, he’s a true public servant. “I just want the people to know
the whole truth, and then they can decide for themselves!” Astute, forward thinking
and creative, he was always conscious not just of how our decisions affect us today,
but how they will affect us for decades to come. And, always with the best interests of our citizens
foremost in his actions.

“

“

It has been my pleasure to serve. This has been an amazing team effort, not
just of this Council and the incredible staff, but by ALL of the citizens that
participate every single day.

Mayor Todd Gottel

Start Planning Your Neighborhood Party Now!

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT IS
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 3

One of the factors keeping our community safe is the partnership between citizens and
the Rowlett Police Department. We invite you and your neighborhood to participate in
National Night Out, an event sponsored by the National Association of Town Watch.
National Night Out is designed to heighten crime and
drug prevention awareness; generate support for, and
participation in, local anti-crime programs; strengthen
neighborhood spirit and police-community partnerships;
and to send a message to criminals letting them know
that citizens are organized and fighting back.
Residents throughout the community are encouraged to
turn on the porch light, lock the door and gather with
neighbors to show unity against criminal activity. Many

neighborhoods plan special events such as block parties,
swimming parties and cookouts. If yours is one of
those, the Rowlett Police, Fire Rescue and Public Works
Departments would love the opportunity to drop in and
visit with everyone. They can bring the SWAT vehicle,
squad cars, fire engines, large construction vehicles and
more for kids (and adults!) to climb on, into and enjoy.
Mayor Tammy Dana-Bashian and members of the City
Council and City staff will also be dropping in on all the
celebrations.

Property of the Season Winners

The City of Rowlett is proud to present the winners of the Summer 2017 Property of the Season
Awards. This award recognizes the time and effort of residents who go “above and beyond”
maintaining their green spaces. Code Enforcement Officers present an award to a home in their
district of the City each season of the year!

Dawn Haldren
Northwest Quadrant of Rowlett
Lakehill Subdivision

Richard & Catherine Delgado
Northeast Quadrant of Rowlett
Princeton Point Subdivision

Roger & Melanie Cooper
Southwest Quadrant of Rowlett
Toler Ridge Subdivision

Jeff & Andrea Parker
Southeast Quadrant of Rowlett
Penninsula Subdivision

Please contact Officer
Dana Reeves in the Police
Department’s Community
Services Division via email
or at 972-412-6242 to sign
up your neighborhood or for
more information.

Congratulations and
Best Wishes!
This month, the
City says goodbye
to Director of
Development
Services, Marc
Kurbansade, who
has accepted a
position as the
Community
Development
Director for the
City of Allen. Marc has served in this
role since March 17, 2014.
Over the past 3½ years, he has
shepherded the implementation
of Realize Rowlett 2020 and
Form-Based Code. His leadership
and passion for building a better
community has instilled confidence in
a new way of looking at development
as the City has embarked into
unknown territory. And, his foresight,
knowledge and experience has led to
many of the early project successes
from our vision to be “a community
with diverse lifestyle choices
for living, working, playing and
learning.”

Annual Concrete Repair Streets & Alleys!
Panel replacements on Rowlett Road
(southbound between Miller Road and
Dogwood Trail) is underway. Please
expect various lane closures, but know
that all roads and alleys accessed from
Rowlett Road will remain open during
construction. The project should wrap
up mid-month, depending on weather
conditions. We appreciate your patience
and apologize for the inconvenience!

Scott Drive alley project is
underway!

Give Us Your
FUTURE BOND PROJECT INPUT

Great Community Service Project for Scouts,
Church groups and Schools!

Input Deadline is September 30

The Community
Investment Advisory
Board provides
recommendations
to the City Council
regarding capital
projects priorities,
selection, guiding
values for planning, and slating projects for
upcoming bond elections.

TriCity Cleanup
Tackles Trash Along
Shoreline of
Lake Ray Hubbard
Saturday, October 14
Check in – 8:00 A.M.
Hella Shrine (2121 Rowlett
Road, Garland, TX 75043)

Do you have an interest in improving the City of
Rowlett? Is there a project that you think should
be considered for the next bond election? The
Community Investment Advisory Board (CIAB)
needs YOUR input to help prioritize the projects
that are needed throughout the community.
This process includes input from citizens, the
CIAB, the City Council, and City of Rowlett
Staff. Projects address existing infrastructure
needs (i.e. streets and alleys), planning for
future growth (i.e. buildings) and respond to the
quality of life wants and needs (i.e. parks) of our
community.

Keep Dallas Beautiful, Keep
Garland Beautiful and Keep
Rowlett Beautiful are partnering host a volunteer clean-up of Lake Ray Hubbard as part
of the Keep Texas Waterways Clean Program. Volunteers from the entire DFW area are
invited to join together to pick up the litter that flows down Rowlett Creek and washes
onto the shoreline. Lake Ray Hubbard, which borders both Garland and Rowlett, is
home to over 31 different species of birds and is an important water supply for the
City of Dallas. After a morning of cleaning up the lakeshore, volunteers will return
to the check-in location with lots of stories to tell and enjoy a fun-filled Volunteer
Appreciation Picnic, delicious food, good music, and fantastic prize drawings.
Keep Texas Waterways Clean, the program supporting statewide community-based
waterway cleanups, is brought to communities by H-E-B, Central Market and Keep
Texas Beautiful (KTB). This program raises public awareness about the need for
healthy waterways and provides great opportunities for community engagement. For
more information about KTB, call 1-800-CLEAN-TX or visit www.ktb.org.

Please take a moment and share your ideas at
www.rowlett.com/ProjectForm today!
Curious about the progress made on projects
approved in the 2015 Bond Election?
Visit www.rowlett.com/CIPinfo for an
interactive map showing project locations, scope
and status!

To pre-register, or for more details, visit www.tricitycleanup.com.
Free event tee shirts will be given to the first 1,500 participants, so
pre-registration is encouraged!

Mosquito Season is still ACTIVE!

Do your part to control mosquitoes!
Two FREE Mosquito Dunks are available while supplies last to Rowlett residents, upon presentation of a
current utility bill or ID, at Development Services, 3901 Main St., Mon- Fri 8a – 4p
The City of Rowlett utilizes the mosquito services of Dallas County
for all surveillance, trapping, and testing. This contract covers ALL
of Rowlett, including the portion that is located in Rockwall County.
In 2014, Dallas County increased the number of mosquito traps set
in “zones” around Rowlett from five to six for a more even activity
surveillance. Dallas County also changed the ground spraying strategy
in an effort to more effectively combat the spread of West Nile Virus.

infected mosquitoes. Therefore, instead of waiting for a human to test
positive for the virus, they now perform ground spraying of the entire
zone when a mosquito testing positive is located. As a reminder,
spraying for adult mosquitoes does not occur for nuisance conditions.
If a trap location tests positive, spraying will be scheduled as soon as
possible and citizens will be notified through social media, rowlett.
com and the City's Connect Rowlett telephone notification service.

After studying the 2012 human cases, the County found it very
difficult to determine just where the victims came in contact with the

For complaints about mosquitos or standing bodies of water, please
contact Environmental Services at 972-412-6125.

What Can I Do?
Mosquito Proof!
Follow the Four D’s
Remember: the Best Offense
is a Good D-fense!

Dress

Drain

Wear long, loose and light-

Inspect property for standing

colored clothing to avoid

water, regularly clean roof

Dusk
&
Dawn

mosquito bites when outside.

gutters, dump water from

Limit outdoor

DEET

potted plants, change

activities during dusk

Use insect repellent products

birdbath and pet water

and dawn hours—

with “DEET” or other EPA

daily. Upend wheelbarrows,

when mosquitoes are

approved repellents and follow

buckets, tires, cans and

most active.

product instructions.

other outdoor containers.

Animal Shelter Maintains
a 99% Live Release Rate!
The annual Pooch
Plunge at the Wet Zone
is one of FRAS most
popular fundraisers!

Community Partner Provides Invaluable
Support to the Animal Shelter!

Friends of Rowlett Animals
The Story of Sasha!
August 19, 2017 was clear the shelter day and that is
exactly what took place! By the end of the day, only one
cat named Sophie was left!
The adoption that touched the hearts of shelter staff and
volunteers the most that day was that of Sasha, a guest of the
shelter since early June. When she came to us she showed us
right off the bat how well she played with other dogs and that
even at age eight, she still had a lot of spunk left. It is very hard
at times to place a “senior” dog, so we knew Sasha might be a
long-term guest. We all waited patiently, Sasha included, for
the perfect person to take her home. On August 19, Sasha got
her perfect PERSONS! A lovely couple came into our shelter
and fell head over heels for her, there was an immediate bond
and unmistakable connection between them. Sasha came up
front and just laid so peacefully next to her new people’s feet as
paperwork was filled out for her adoption.
Thank you all for those who helped rescue over that weekend
and giving the pets their forever homes. You are all true angels
among us.

Adopt. Rescue, Adopt and Love
Code Enforcement tip of the month
Keep those Trees and Shrubs Trimmed!
Overhead vertical clearance of public sidewalks must be seven feet;
lateral clearance of public sidewalks must be six inches from each
edge of the sidewalk.
Overhead vertical clearance of streets must be 12 feet, lateral
clearance of streets, and no encroachment over or above the back of a
curb or edge of pavement.
Sight clearance at intersections of City
streets must have a sight distance of 200
feet. Sight clearance for signs must have
an uninhibited sight distance of 100 feet.
Overhead vertical clearance of public
alleys and easements is 12 feet; lateral
clearance is 18 inches.

Friends of Rowlett Animals adopters once the pet goes home
(FRAs) was started by three (which helps keep animals from
concerned citizens who wanted being returned to the shelter
to make a difference in the because of a “bad fit” with
lives of homeless animals in the adopter's home), soliciting
our community. Up until 2012, food and other donations when
there were only four members, supplies run low, conducting
but in the last few years their off-site adoption events, which
membership has swelled to over allow potential adopters to
200, 50 of which
see the animals
“We are able to achieve
are considered
outside
of
these goals by the
“active”.
the
shelter
generosity of our sponsors environment, the
The
Rowlett along with the hard work, list of assistance
A n i m a l
offered
by
dedication, and time
Shelter would
FRAs
is
absolutely not be invested by our volunteers. endless and allable to maintain
encompassing.
Our group continues to
their amazing
adapt to the needs of the
98-100 percent
FRAs
also
live
release community as it expands in offers financial
rate
without order to continue providing support. When
the
tireless
animal
these services to help the an
efforts of our
comes in with a
Rowlett Animal Shelter
FRAs partners.
serious injury,
Volunteering at maintain its exemplary live FRAs may pay
release rate.”
the shelter on
for treatments,
a daily basis to
additional
help socialize Friends of Rowlett Animals testing, or will
and correct pet’s
utilize their vast
behavioral issues, contacting network to find a rescue to take
rescue groups, marketing the injured animal. Spaying/
pets on Facebook, Petfinder, neutering and vaccinations are
Adopt-a-Pet and other online sometimes necessary. They also
resources, searching the many sponsor heartworm treatments
Lost and Found sites to try to on a regular basis. A minimum
match up strays that come into of 90 percent of donations
the shelter, taking professional- received are used directly
quality photos to market the for animal care and adoption
pets, performing hands on support, with operational
evaluations in order to find expenses kept between 5-9
strays the perfect homes and percent.
then offering assistance to

www.friendsofrowlettanimals.org
www.facebook.com/FriendsOfRowlettAnimals

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
Seniors
Winstar
Casino Trip

CPR Class

Saturday, September 16
8:30 A.M. - Noon
Rowlett Community Centre
$30

Wednesday, Sept. 20
9:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.
$20

Rowlett Fire Rescue teaches
this Standard CPR class.
Participants must be over 16.
Call Julie Ward at 972-4126230 to register!

Enjoy the ride with friends.
The bus will depart from the
Rowlett Community Centre
and travel to Winstar Casino
for a fun day of gambling,
socialization,
and
the
awesome buffet.

Free Family Fun!

Movies at Pecan Grove Park

Fridays in September
5300 Main St., behind the Community Centre
6:30 P.M.

Pack a picnic dinner and head on down to Pecan Grove
Park for a memorable evening of family cinema under
the stars! Free movies begin at dusk. Movies at Pecan
Grove Park aren’t just movies, we will have pre-movie
entertainment, face painters, bounce houses, and vendors
all adding to the experience. Don’t forget to bring your
blanket! In the case of inclement weather, Movies at
Pecan Grove Park will be inside the Rowlett Community
Centre.

Diversity Day!
Saturday, October 7
11:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M.
Rowlett Community Centre
The Community Centre is transformed into a global exploration of
various cultures and heritages found right here in the City of Rowlett.
Enjoy performances by exciting dancers, singers, storytellers and
more from around the world. Experience and celebrate the variety of
cultures by visiting booths featuring food tastings, activities and crafts.

BACK TO SCHOOL
at the Rowlett Library

Enjoy a variety of programs and activities to entertain
and educate audiences of all ages!
Home Buying Seminar

Saturday, September 9 - 2:00 P.M.
Realtor Megan Victor will be back with other real estate
professionals to guide homebuyers through the home buying
process.

Pirate Craft for Kids

Saturday, September 16 - 2:00 P.M.
Talk Like a Pirate Day is Tuesday, September 19, come celebrate a
little early with a pirate painting craft.

Mexican Heritage Craft

Saturday, September 23 - 2:00 P.M.
Celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month making tissue paper flowers.

Pokémon and Popsicles

Saturday, September 30 - 2:00 P.M.
Check out the Library Poke stop and enjoy a popsicle!

Grown-Up's Geek Out!

Thursdays, September 7 & 21 - 7:00 P.M.
Adults will design with Legos, discuss graphic novels, and play
video games with like-minded peers.

STORY TIME!

Baby Story Time

Tuesdays @ 10:00 & 10:30 A.M.
For babies up to age 2
An interactive story time between baby and caregiver, which
includes board books, songs, nursery rhymes, baby sign language,
peekaboo, bubbles and parachute play.

Toddler Story Time

Wednesdays @ 10:00 & 10:30 A.M.
Ages 2-4
Toddlers will have lots of fun learning as they are introduced to
letters of the alphabet and new words to build their vocabulary.

Preschool Story Time

Thursdays @ 10:00 & 10:30 A.M.
Preschoolers
Continues a child’s introduction to the alphabet and promotes early
word recognition by encouraging little ones almost ready for school
to read along and learn rhymes.

Little Crazy 8’s Math Club

Tuesdays at 4:30 p.m.
Ages 5-8
Nothing like your usual math club! This recreational, after-school math
club just for Kindergarten through second graders helps kids enjoy the
math behind their favorite activities, such as building glow in the dark
structures or cracking secret spy codes!

Whatever on Wednesdays

Wednesdays @ 4:00 P.M.
Ages 13-18
Get together with other teens and discuss current books, media and
online content. Topics could include the best TV series for a weekend
binge, the best Internet viral videos, the best games from Tabletop and of
course, the best Young Adult books. Best of all? This material can all be
found at the Rowlett Library!

Crazy 8’s Math Club

Thursdays @ 4:00 P.M.
Ages 8-12
Elementary-age children learn that math is fun! Every week, kids build
stuff and make a mess with math!

SEPTEMBER IS LIBRARY CARD
SIGN-UP MONTH
Celebrate with a trip to the
library to explore all the many
services and resources available!
Lifelong learners and brand
new students alike will enjoy
educational programs and
activities, in addition to a wide variety of reading resources that make
learning fun. Nook and Kindle users can even check out e-books!
The entertainment available from the Rowlett Library doesn’t stop
at reading material. Check out music CD’s by top of the charts
artists and the latest movie and television series on DVD! From free
access to databases and homework help, to encyclopedias and test
preparation materials, the Library has something for every student, too!
Free library cards are available every day, but only in September will
cardholders have a chance to win special prizes! For more information
on how to sign up for a library card, stop by the Library at 5702 Rowlett
Road today, call 972-412-6161, or visit us online at www.rowlett.com!

The library card is the smartest card in your
wallet because it’s your free ticket to
lifetime learning and entertainment.
Parents, it’s the most important school
supply of them all. Come on in to the
Rowlett Public Library and get yours today!

ROWLETT LIBRARY OFFERS TECH ASSISTANCE!
Phil’s Technology Corner

New Online Homework and Job
Search Services at the Library!
Phil Barott, Technical Services Supervisor with the
Rowlett Public Library, offers a useful technology tip
each month.
We’re excited to announce two new online
services available to cardholders of the
Rowlett Public Library. Both come from
a company called Brainfuse. The first,
HelpNow, is live, online tutoring for K-12
students. The second, JobNow, provides live
help for job-seekers.
HelpNow is split into two general areas. The
first is the live homework help. Students
first log into HelpNow, using their library
card. They then choose a grade level and
subject, and shortly are connected with a
live, professional tutor using the HelpNow
interface. The students can then ask the tutor
their questions, whether they are seeking help
with a specific problem or just general help
in a particular subject. Students communicate
with tutors via a chat interface. They also
share a virtual whiteboard, where both can
draw in order to better explain questions
and answers that text alone isn’t enough
to illustrate. There’s no video or audio
connection. Live help is available from 2pm
to 11pm.

The online tutoring is great, but the live help
isn’t the only thing that HelpNow offers.
There is a writing lab where students can send
papers and get feedback on how well they
write. The SkillSurfer section has a library of
video lessons and practice tests. FlashBulb
allows students to create and share flash
cards. eParachute provides a way for students
to research college majors and careers that
match their interests. The MEET section
allows students to use a virtual study room to
work together, similar to the setup that tutors
use to help students. While the online tutoring
is only available from 2pm to 11pm, these
other features are available 24/7.
The other online service available from
Brainfuse is JobNow. It’s laid out very
similarly to HelpNow, except rather than
helping younger customers with schoolwork,
JobNow is set up to assist adult customers
with career search and development. Like
with HelpNow, there is a live help component
that is available from 2pm to 11pm. The live
help focuses on resume writing, interviewing,

and job searching. Additionally, there are
quite a few resources that are available on
the site 24/7. There are resume templates and
other resources to help you get started on your
resume. There are tips and other information
to help you prepare for an interview. For
career building, there are assessments to help
you determine good jobs for you based on
your interests. There is also a SkillSurfer
component with a collection of videos and
practice tests to help you build the necessary
skills to get those jobs. In short, JobNow
provides excellent help for people throughout
their job search.
Staff are delighted to provide both these
new resources to cardholders of the Rowlett
Public Library. Both are accessible from our
catalog page at https://rowlett.biblionix.com.
All you need is a library card. If you have any
questions, give us a call at 972-412-6161 or
come on into the Library and see us!

One-on-One Technology Assistance
The library offers FREE one-on-one sessions
to help you get the most from your computers
and personal devices such as cell phones or
tablets.

One-on-One Tech Help
Every Friday
Rowlett Library
Flexible times
Two 30 minute sessions are available every Friday for
reservation. Contact Technical Services Supervisor Phil
Barott at 972-412-6161 or via email. Reservations are on
a first come first served basis so call today!

KIDS FALL PROGRAMS |

FALL FUN
F

everyone!

Athletic PROGRAMS

SOCCER 1: TECHNIQUES & TEAMWORK

MOMMY/DADDY & ME SOCCER

Ages 5-7
Instructor: Kidz Love Soccer

Ages 2-3
Instructor: Kidz Love Soccer
310707 A 09/16 – 10/21
310707 B 11/04 – 12/16
*no class on 11/25

Sat
Sat

4:30-5:00pm
4:30-5:00pm

$77
$77

Introduce your toddler to the “World’s Most Popular Game”!
As you and your child participate in our fun age appropriate
activities, your child will be developing their large motor skills
and socialization skills. The fun happens on the field, and in
Mommy/Daddy & Me Soccer. Parents are part of the action,
not watching from the sidelines! No specific equipment is
required for the Mommy/Daddy & Me class. All kids receive a
Kidz Love Soccer jersey!

TOT/PRE-SOCCER

Ages 3-5
Instructor: Kidz Love Soccer
310707 C 09/16 – 10/21
310707 D 11/04 – 12/16
*no class on 11/25

Sat
Sat

3:45-4:20pm
3:45-4:20pm

$77
$77

Teaches the basic techniques of the game and builds selfesteem through participation and fun soccer activities.
Children learn to follow instructions in a nurturing, age
appropriate environment. Shin guards are required after the
first meeting. Soccer cleats are optional; shorts and a t-shirt
are fine. All participants receive a Kidz Love Soccer jersey!

310707 E 09/16 – 10/21
310707 F 11/04 – 12/16
*no class on 11/25

Rowlett Parks and Recreation

Sat
Sat

3:00-3:45pm
3:00-3:45pm

$77
$77

Players will learn dribbling, passing, receiving, shooting,
defense, etc. Fun skill games are played at every session, and
every participant will have a ball at his or her feet. Small-sided
soccer matches will be introduced gradually. Shin guards are
required after the first meeting. Soccer cleats are optional;
shorts and a t-shirt are fine. All participants receive a Kidz Love
Soccer jersey!
KLS class status hotline 1 (888) 372-5803
To receive cancellation notifications automatically on your
smartphone, download the free Kidz Love Soccer app for
iPhone and Android.

ARCHERY (Beginners)
Ages 6-60
Instructor: Rowlett PARD
This class takes you on an archery adventure with a fully
trained and experienced guide to teach the basic skills of
archery. The lesson is a 1 hour once a week plan that teaches
the basic skills of archery, safety rules of archery, terminology,
and bow and arrow identification and uses. All equipment
will be supplied. The class is suitable for those that have no
experience, or those that may have shot before and need a
refresher.
310703 A 09/06-09/27
310703 B 10/04-10/25
310703 C 11/01-11/29
310703 D 12/06-12/27

10

OR

Wed
Wed
Wed
Wed

6:00-7:00pm
6:00-7:00pm
6:00-7:00pm
6:00-7:00pm

$20
$20
$20
$20

ARCHERY (Intermediate)
Ages 6-60
Instructor: Rowlett PARD

Education PROGRAMS

The intermediate class takes the beginners class a bit further.
It will focus more on competition-based shooting. Further
distances and smaller targets!

Ages 6 mos-7 yrs

310703 E 09/06-09/27
310703 F 10/04-10/25
310703 G 11/01-11/29
310703 H 12/06-12/27

Wed
Wed
Wed
Wed

7:00-8:00pm
7:00-8:00pm
7:00-8:00pm
7:00-8:00pm

$20
$20
$20
$20

CHILD’S PLAY DROP-IN PLAYTIME PROGRAM

M,W,F
M,Tu,W,Th

8:30-11:30am
5:00-8:00pm

Child’s Play provides a stimulating environment for your child
to explore, play and interact with other children while you
enjoy the benefits of the Rowlett Community Centre. While
working out or taking a class, check in at the front desk and
then drop your kids off at the Child’s Play room where they
can enjoy a wide variety of entertainment. The fee is $3 per
visit per child or $20 for a 10 visit punch card. Please note:
Parents must remain in the Community Centre while their child
is participating in the Child’s Play Program.

SOAR-Winter Break
Ages 11-14
Week 1: 12/18 – 12/22 | Week 2: 12/27 – 12/29

Themed

BIRTHDAY PARTIES!
To reserve your next party with
us, call the Community Centre
today at 972-412-6170!

Want to get your child up and active during school breaks?
Let the Rowlett Parks & Recreation Department help you
keep them active and off of the couch all break long! This
program is active, fun, and educational. Every day brings
a new theme of activities to ensure they never get boredManic Monday (teamwork and solving games), Rookie
Tuesday (sports theme), Wacky Wednesday (wacky
games and wacky clothes), Totally Cool Thursdays (your
favorite icy treats) and Fantastic Fun Fridays (adventure
and challenge)! Our staff are all experienced at working
with kids and all have background checks! Participants will
need a sack lunch and snacks!

PARENTS DAY OUT

Ages 3-6
Instructor: Jennifer Helms

Children will be introduced to numbers, letters, colors and
shapes through music, stories, arts, crafts, environmental
education, and physical education. Each month will have a
theme that will incorporate fun learning. Children must be
potty trained.
310501 A 09/05 – 09/28
310501 B 10/03 – 10/31
310501 C 11/02 – 11/30
310501 D 12/05 – 12/14

9:00am-1:00pm
9:00am-1:00pm
9:00am-1:00pm
9:00am-1:00pm

Tu/Th
Tu/Th
Tu/Th
Tu/Th

$120
$120
$105
$60

Lakeside Leisure Magazine

11

this month’s success story

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat.
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper. Et iusto odio
dignissim qui erat plurius blandit praesent dolor luptatum zzril delenit augue duis
dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit,
sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation
ullamcorper te suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex
ea commodo consequat. Lorem ipsum
dolo sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit.

City Calendar

September
1
One-on-One Tech
Help @ Library

2

Movies @ Pecan
Grove Park 6:30pm
3

4

Labor Day

City offices
and facilities
closed

10

17

24

11

18

25

(972) 412-6100

5

6

7
Grown Ups
Geek Out
7pm @ Library

City Council
Meeting
7:30pm @ City
Hall
12

14

Planning &
Zoning Meeting
6:30pm @ City
Hall

13
Outgoing Mayor &
Councilmembers
Reception/Swearing In New Mayor
& Councilmembers
5:30pm @ City Hall

19

20

21

City Council
Meeting
7:30pm @ City
Hall

Seniors Winstar
Casino Trip

Grown Ups
Geek Out
7pm @
Library

26
Planning &
Zoning Meeting
7:30pm @ City
Hall

27

28

City of Rowlett
4000 Main Street
Rowlett, TX 75088

8
One-on-One Tech
Help @ Library
Movies @ Pecan
Grove Park 6:30pm

9
Homebuying Seminar
2pm @ Library

15
One-on-One Tech
Help @ Library

16
CPR Class
8:30am-Noon @ RCC

Movies @ Pecan
Grove Park 6:30pm

Pirate Crafts 4 Kids
2pm @ Library

22
One-on-One Tech
Help @ Library

23

29
One-on-One Tech
Help @ Library

Mexican Heritage
Crafts
2pm @ Library

30
Pokemon & Popsicles
2pm @ Library

www.rowlett.com

