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On the Move
New property standards in effect October 1

Rowlett Implements Rental
Housing Standards Program
The City of Rowlett has adopted an ordinance
establishing minimum standards of housing for
rental properties, as well as the International
Property Maintenance Code (IPMC) as a baseline
set of minimum standards.
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Welcome,
New City Council!

Three new Councilmembers and a new Mayor were
sworn in on September 13.

The purpose of adding property standards for all properties in the City
is to maintain the safety and quality of the neighborhoods throughout.
In relation, the intent of establishing a rental housing standards program
is to protect the safety and quality of life of the occupants residing
in rental housing by establishing a uniform set of standards for these
properties. This program will also aid in the establishment of a database
of responsible parties for properties.
Although this is a new program in Rowlett, it is not new around
the Metroplex, state, or country. Staff took over a year to gather
information, solicit stakeholder feedback and formulate a program
tailored to Rowlett. For example, the IPMC adoption and establishment
of property maintenance standards ensures all single-family homes
and commercial businesses can and will be held to the same property
maintenance standards. Addressing
another concern somewhat unique to
our community, homes constructed
under an older adopted code version
will not be required to be brought up
to current standards unless there is a
remodel or repair due to storm/fire/
disaster or a renovation/project that
requires upgrading to current code
requirements.
continued on page 2

Front row, l to r: Deputy Mayor Pro Tem
Debby Bobbitt, Pamela Bell, Mayor Tammy
Dana-Bashian, Mayor Pro Tem Martha Brown
Back row, l to r: Robert Blake Margolis,
Matt Grubisich, Brownie Sherrill.

Property Standards (cont. from p.1)

Single-family Program

A key component in this program is the requirement
that all rental properties, including single-family houses,
duplexes and apartments be registered annually. Singlefamily registration fees are $50/year and multi-family is
$12/unit/year. Inspections on single-family rental homes
and duplexes are required upon change in occupant,
while multi-family dwelling (apartment communities)
inspections will be required annually. An inspection
on ALL types of rental properties will also occur upon
complaint request by a tenant. It is important to understand
that staff are not Texas Real Estate (TREC) inspectors and
these inspections will not be like those typically involved
with the purchase or sale of a property. The intent is to
ensure that the structure meets specific minimum standards
in accordance with the adopted property maintenance
code, and the majority of owners/agents/managers are
most likely already ensuring those standards are met.

All single-family dwellings must be
registered annually with the City of Rowlett.
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The annual registration fee is $50.
Each property shall be registered
individually, regardless of the number of
properties owned.
All single-family rental dwellings shall have
an inspection of the interior and exterior of
the property upon change of tenant. Upon
passage of the inspection, occupancy will
be approved. If any life/safety violations are
noted, staff will not approve occupancy until
proper corrections are made.

What is the IPMC?

Minimum standards are addressed in
Section 10-406(1)-(4) and includes the
IPMC, nuisance violations, safe and
habitable conditions, and utility services.

The International Code Council has written the IPMC as a model of code standards and
maintenance requirements for residential properties. Many municipalities and jurisdictions
have adopted this guide into their local code of ordinances as the regulatory support for
maintaining neighborhoods and properties in a safe manner long after the initial authorization
to occupy was issued. Local jurisdictions can choose to adopt a specific version and update as
deemed necessary. Other local municipalities that have adopted the IPMC, fully or in part, are
Sachse, Garland, Mesquite, Lancaster, and Plano. The adoption of the 2015 IPMC will help the
citizens of Rowlett have safer neighborhoods and properties, thus enhancing the quality of life
throughout our City.
This will serve as the maintenance code for the exterior of all residential and commercial
properties, rental or not. However, rental property tenants can contact the City to report a
complaint on the interior of the structure. The IPMC is a baseline of minimum standards and will
be used to address interior conditions of rental properties. The rental housing standards helps
ensure all areas of rental properties are safe and provide an adequate quality of life for the tenants
and the adoption of the IPMC also protects all citizens by ensuring that neighborhoods and
properties are safe and maintained.
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Multi-Family Program

All multi-family rental properties must be
licensed/registered annually.
The annual license fee is of $12/unit/year.

Program implementation will roll out over the next few months. The focus during October
through December will be on rental property registrations, although during this time staff
will respond to tenant requests for complaint response. January 2, 2018 will be the official
full-program roll-out and Change In Tenant (CIT) inspections will begin at this time.

All multi-family properties over five years
old will receive an annual inspection.
All multi-family properties less than
five years old will not receive a routine
inspection until year five.

For more information, please visit www.rowlett.com/RentalStandards or watch this short video .
Please call Environmental Services at 972-412-6125, option 9, or email environmentalservices@rowlett.com
if you are a tenant wishing to lodge a complaint concerning your residence.

Tuesday, September 19
IT Professionals' Day

Presented by Councilmember Brownie Sherrill, the City of Rowlett Information
Technology Department was recognized by proclamation for National IT Professionals'
Day at the Tuesday, September 19 City Council Meeting.
Rowlett’s IT staff is a group of dedicated technology experts including system
administrators, network engineers, database administrators, information security
professionals and IT support technicians who,
l to r: Susie Sun, Travis Young,
though virtually invisible, touch all aspects of
Councilmember Brownie Sherrill,
our organization. Without this fantastic group
Joey Brock, Alex Buie
of individuals working collaboratively and
keeping us all connected, we would not be able
to conduct the business of the City and provide the services that are necessary for our
citizens. They definitely keep us On the Move!

AMI-Flexnet System Is Here!
Create an account, set
up your alerts and start
tracking your usage!
Learn How Here:
www.rowlett.com/AMI

Realizing that we all have to work together to
reduce water use, improve the reliability and
sustainability of our water system and minimize
costs, over the past year the City replaced
ALL of the radio antennas for this important
upgrade to the water meter reading system.
In fact, approximately 18,000 meter radio
antennas were installed! These new Advanced
Metering Infrastructure (AMI) antennas transmit
water consumption data directly to the City’s
Utility Billing Department, thereby eliminating

the need for staff to drive by each home and
business to acquire the meter readings. Water
customers (YOU!) now have the ability to
access water consumption online. In fact, the
system reads every hour so you can get real-time
usage information. Simply create an account
at www.rowlett.com/AMI, set up your alerts
and start tracking your usage. Armed with this
information, customers can spot and repair
potential leaks before they result in a higher bill!

WHAT IS AMI?

→

AMI stands for Advanced Metering Infrastructure. It is a method of using communication
technology to read meters remotely without having to access the meter located in meter boxes
in the ground.

HOW DOES IT WORK?

→

The City of Rowlett has chosen a fixed based network that provides two-way communication
from the meter box to strategically located Base Stations. The radio antenna, also referred to
as an MXU, is used to collect and transmit meter reading data, unique identification numbers,
operating status, and various alarms at regular intervals to the Base Stations.

WHY DID THE CITY UNDERTAKE THIS EFFORT?

→

Advanced meter systems are quickly becoming the standard for utilities around the country.
These new devices allow for more accurate and faster collection of water usage readings
than the current manual method and improve safety conditions for City staff. Introducing
automatic meter reading as the standard for Rowlett is one of the ways we can better serve our
customers and improve the overall efficiency of the utility department.

WILL THE ELECTRONIC DEVICE INTERFERE WITH OTHER EQUIPMENT?

→

No. The radio transmission operates in compliance with Federal Communications Commission
(FCC) regulations to avoid interference with other electronic devices.

IS THE ELECTRONIC DEVICE AND DATA ENCRYPTED?

→

Yes. Data transmitted from the meter through the system is encrypted throughout the entire
process.

CAN I ACCESS DAILY READINGS ONLINE?

→

Yes, you now have the ability to access a variety of data, including daily water consumption,
online.

HOW DOES AMI BENEFIT CUSTOMERS?

→

Improved customer service by increasing accuracy and frequency of meter readings.

CAN I COVER UP THE METER NOW?

→

No. Access needs to be available at all times. There will still be instances when meter
technicians will visit the meter on site to perform routine maintenance, verify high readings,
or emergency shut off. For example, be careful during the fall foliage season not to cover your
water meter with piles of leaves!

HOW WILL I KNOW THAT YOU HAVE MY READING & NOT SOMEONE ELSE’S?

→

Please help us stay in
contact with YOU!
Have you changed your
phone number? Email
address?
Contact Utility Billing
Office today and update
your information!
972-412-6105 or
utilities@rowlett.com.

Each radio frequency device has a unique identification number, which is transmitted along
with the meter reading. The unique number is compared to your account record electronically
to ensure a match.

Learn More...
Watch the AMI/FlexNet
video here!
Get More Info
www.rowlett.com/AMI

Upper Pressure Plane Now Online!

Great news for those living in the western and
northwestern areas of the City! The Upper Pressure
Plane, which has been in development since 2008, is
now online offering greatly enhanced water pressure
to Rowlett homes and businesses! The upper and
lower pressure planes are instrumental in providing
A Little History…
The City of Rowlett updated its Water Master Plan
(WMP) in 2008. The WMP provides a “road map”
on how the water distribution system should be
developed to meet the water demands of the City and
identify capital projects required to meet these water
demands as the City grows. Prior to the 2008 WMP
update, the City had been receiving complaints of
low water pressure in certain areas of the City, most
Did You Know?
The lower water pressures experienced in the UPP
area during peak demand are the result of the higher
elevation of the topography in relation to the height
of the elevated water storage tanks in the City. Water
pressure in a distribution system is a factor of the

improved and sustainable system pressures and flow
capacity for the northwestern quadrant of the City,
which is the area north of State Highway 66 (SH66)
from the western City limits to Muddy Creek east of
the Merritt Road distribution system.
notably the western and northwestern areas, during
peak demand usage. Water modeling studies were
conducted between 2008 and 2010, which identified
strategies to increase the water system pressure
in those areas, while balancing costs and levels of
service. The result was dividing the City into two
pressure planes - the Lower Pressure Plane (LPP) and
the Upper Pressure Plane (UPP).

difference between the height of the elevated storage
tanks and the natural ground elevation. Therefore, in the
areas of the City where the ground elevation is higher,
citizens were experiencing lower water pressure during
peak demand timeframes.

The Process…
Creating the UPP required separation from the LPP, which was accomplished by:

→ closing valves between the two pressure planes,
→ dedicating water pumps at the ground storage tanks to the UPP,
→ installing large diameter waterlines to move water through the UPP,
→ and installing an elevated water storage tank to serve only the UPP.

The City’s newest elevated water storage tank constructed on Main Street west of
Rowlett Road is dedicated to serve the UPP. The top of the Main Street tank was
constructed 50 feet higher than the top of the existing elevated water storage tanks
in the City; this additional elevation creates higher water pressure in the UPP. In
fact, this new tower is one of the tallest in Texas! Since the ground elevation is
lower in the LPP area, the existing elevated water storage tanks adequately provides water pressure
to the LPP.
The Interim Solution…
Creating a new pressure plane in a water distribution system is extremely complex and takes years
to plan, develop, fund and implement. Knowing this, and wishing to provide the best service
possible to the citizens living in this area, the City implemented interim measures in 2012 to
sustain higher water pressures during peak usage time periods while the UPP was in development.
This solution utilized hydro-pneumatic tanks at the Rowlett Road Water Pump Station, which
contain both water and air under pressure and pump air at higher pressures than the pressure in the
water system. The compressed air acts as a cushion that can exert pressure in the water system as
required. Again, the use of the hydro-pneumatic tanks creating the interim UPP is temporary until
the permanent UPP is implemented, due to the high maintenance required to keep the tanks full of
compressed air.
A Complex and Complicated Project…
Since the 2008 WMP update and identification of the UPP need, many projects have been
planned, designed and constructed to get us where we are today.
These include construction of the:
Main Street Elevated Water Storage Tank,
Big A Road 16-inch waterline project,
Main Street 16-inch waterline project,
Castle Road 24-inch waterline project,
Highway 66 @ Rowlett Road 16-inch waterline project,
PGBT service road from Highway 66 to Main Street 16-inch waterline
project; and
Improvements to the Rowlett Road and Merritt Road Water Pump

→
→
→
→
→
→
→

The Upper Pressure Plane is now online!

Hurricane Harvey: Rowlett Responds!
Tens of thousands are now without a home, and the full impact is still
unknown. Here in Rowlett, we know this situation firsthand. Our
community has lived this and are ready to help.
•
A Rowlett Public Works Water and Waste Water division crew went
to south Texas to assist with restoring utilities in the affected areas. In
addition to four crewmembers, Rowlett also sent a vac-truck, dump
truck trailering a backhoe, and a service truck. This crew volunteered
over 188 hours and traveled 400 miles, sleeping at Deweyville HS
and a Port Arthur water facility.
•
Rowlett Fire Rescue sent firefighter/paramedics and a fully staffed
MICU ambulance to help with the recovery relief.
•
Rowlett Police Department had staff stationed at the Kay Bailey
Hutchison Shelter in downtown Dallas.
•
Rowlett Emergency Management staff spent weeks in Austin assisting
the relief coordination.

And now, in an effort to provide targeted hurricane relief, some of the
Pray Rowlett group of churches have adopted the City of Crosby, Texas.
They gathered and transported an extremely large amount of goods for
this community, which was severely impacted by Harvey. Want to help?
They are asking for gift cards to assist residents as they begin to rebuild
their homes. Cleaning supplies are also needed, so gift cards to purchase
those would also be very much appreciated. Your gift card donations may
be dropped off Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm at Rowlett City Hall, any City Council
or Planning & Zoning meeting, the Rowlett Community Centre (open
evenings and weekends) or both churches listed below. They would also
appreciate hearing from anyone who owns a building materials supply
company and is interested in donating or offering a discount.
For more information, please contact:
Pastor Kason Huddleston, Freedom Place Church – 972-885-7159
Pastor Brian Hiatt – Cornerstone Church – 972-475-4403

l to r: Robert Weir, Michael
Balleza, Fred Burns, Charles
Anderson

Water Distribution System
Flushing!
In September,
areas in the eastern
side of Rowlett
experienced low
chlorine residuals,
so water system
flushing occured.
Flushing entails
rapidly moving a
large volume of
water through the
distribution system
(hence the term
"flushing") in order
to keep residuals
in the safe range. This volume and attaining
the speed with which it must pass through
the system is only achievable via this type of
flushing.
Flushing does not affect customer
consumption or cost, as the water being
flushed does not pass through customer's
meters. If flushing did not occur, there is the
potential for pathogens and coliform bacteria
to form in the distribution system and
possibly cause harm to the public.
For more information, please contact Mark
Leal at 972-463-3947 or
mleal@rowlett.com.

Rowlett Fire Department
Fill the Boot!

For over 60 years America's firefighters have
teamed up to raise money for the fight to cure
Muscular Dystrophy. YOUR Rowlett Firefighters
were all over town the last two weeks of September, as they "filled the boot" and raised over
$30,000!!
Thank you, Rowlett citizens, for your generosity!!!

Great Community Service Project for Scouts,
Church groups and Schools!

TriCity Cleanup
Tackles Trash Along
Shoreline of
Lake Ray Hubbard
Nominate yourself or someone you know for
this season’s Texas Smart Yard Award at www.
rowlett.com/TexasSmartYard! Awarded twice a
year by Code Enforcement Officers and Keep
Rowlett Beautiful representatives, the Texas
Smart Yard recognizes those whose yards are
in harmony with the Texas native flora, soil and
topography. The Texas Smart Yard winner must
follow these Smart Practices:
Create a landscape that has the right plant
in the right place.
Demonstrate wise management of soil and
mulch.
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle.
Reduce storm water runoff and its
pollutants.
Provide an environment for beneficial
insects, birds and small wildlife.
Contact Neighborhood Life Coordinator
Elise Bowers
972-412-6165
ebowers@rowlett.com
for more information

Saturday, October 14
Check in – 8:00 A.M.
Hella Shrine (2121 Rowlett
Road, Garland, TX 75043)
Keep Dallas Beautiful, Keep
Garland Beautiful and Keep
Rowlett Beautiful are partnering to host a volunteer clean-up of Lake Ray Hubbard
as part of the Keep Texas Waterways Clean Program. Volunteers from the entire DFW
area are invited to join together to pick up the litter that flows down Rowlett Creek
and washes onto the shoreline. Lake Ray Hubbard, which borders both Garland and
Rowlett, is home to over 31 different species of birds and is an important water supply
for the City of Dallas. After a morning of cleaning up the lakeshore, volunteers will
return to the check-in location with lots of stories to tell and enjoy a fun-filled Volunteer
Appreciation Picnic, delicious food, good music, and fantastic prize drawings.
Keep Texas Waterways Clean, the program supporting statewide community-based
waterway cleanups, is brought to communities by H-E-B, Central Market and Keep
Texas Beautiful (KTB). This program raises public awareness about the need for
healthy waterways and provides great opportunities for community engagement. For
more information about KTB, call 1-800-CLEAN-TX or visit www.ktb.org.

To pre-register, or for more details, visit www.tricitycleanup.com.
Free event tee shirts will be given to the first 1,500 participants, so
pre-registration is encouraged!

Rowlett Parks and Recreation Forms Teen Advisory Council

The Rowlett Parks and Recreation Department
is now seeking teens in grades 9-12 interested
in making a difference in our local Parks and
Recreation activities. Although not an official City
Board or Commission, the Teen Advisory Council
meets monthly to discuss ways to interest and
involve their peers in our community. Anything
from after school activities to “fun ‘n games”

(programs such as bubble soccer, indoor laser tag,
etc.) to encouraging teen volunteerism at various
City sponsored special events.
If you are up for the challenge, come see Jason
at the Rowlett Community Centre and pick up an
application today!

Salvation Army Administers Utility Bill Assistance
Rowlett residents who need help with their utility bills may now qualify to
receive assistance through the Salvation Army in Garland:
Client can receive utility assistance once every 12 months (on a rolling
basis);
Clients will income qualify by showing they make 80% of the median income
as defined by HUD;
Utility bill must be in the client’s name requesting assistance;
These funds can pay for penalties;
These funds cannot pay for deposits;
There is no residency length of time requirement.
Please visit http://www.salvationarmydfw.org/p/locations/Garland or call the
Salvation Army Garland office at (972) 272-4531 for more information.

RECENTLY IN ROWLETT...
Senior Advisory Board
Honors Volunteers
Find Your New Best Friend
at a City Council Meeting!

At their meeting on Monday, September 18, the Senior Advisory
Board honored the many volunteers in our community that give time
or in-kind donations to our senior population!

Mayor Dana-Bashian continues the tradition of introducing an
adoptable best friend from the Rowlett Animal Shelter at City
Council Meetings. This is Petunia who, along with her sister, is still
available! Come check her out, along with all of the other available
best friends, at the Rowlett Animal Shelter!

RPD Special Olympics
Fundraiser

Fun fact: Did you know that YOUR Rowlett Animal Shelter
maintains a 99% Live Release Rate? That's well above
the national average of 34%! !

WWII Veteran Visit

Members of the Rowlett Police Department conducted their annual
Special Olympics fundraiser at Dunkin Donuts. Citizens stopped by
to say hello, have a cup of coffee and donated a total of $1,278!

Scenic Point Park:
Phase II Underway!
Mayor Tammy Dana-Bashian visited with one of Rowlett’s WWII
veterans, 98-year-old William Turner. She was escorted by Rowlett
Police Department Detention Officer Brian Wilburn (far left) and
other members of the Third Watch Law Enforcement Motorcycle
Club, a local Rowlett non-profit organization comprised of former
police, firefighters, military – both current and honorably retired,
that share a common goal: “Honor the Service of our Veterans and
Public Servants.” They provide support to Rowlett’s homeless and/
or needy veterans through fundraising efforts of charitable rides,
material support for charitable organizations that support veterans
with the provision of food, clothing, and toiletries among other
things. They have even established a program with a local hotel
whereby they can take a veteran who is discovered in need, and
provide them with toiletries, a change of clothes, and a shower and
room for the night.

Phase II consists of completing the Grand Staircase and a
significant portion of the trail along the water's edge, which is
intended to follow the natural lines of this shoreline park. When
complete, the trail will tie into the existing boardwalk and access to
the State Highway 66 bridge. Terra Lago is providing the funding
for this Phase II project as part of their Economic Development
agreement with the City.

COMMUNITY SERVICES NEWS
Animal Shelter Maintains
a 99% Live Release Rate!

The Story of Castle!
Castle had quite the adventure before his stay at the Shelter. He
was running the streets and mostly hanging around a construction
site, spending nights there and generally making himself pretty
hard to catch. Thankfully, one day a group of teens saw him
heading toward traffic and were able to snatch him up just in
time and bring him on in to the Shelter. Once he had a warm bed
and a full belly, Castle never seemed interested in running again
and his perfect family soon took him home. Now Castle takes a
daily adventure out of his bed to his food and water dish, and then
hightails it all the way to the couch. That seems to be the way
he likes to live now and we like it too! The staff of the Rowlett
Animal Shelter all appreciate it when citizens help look out for our
community’s animals and want to send a big thank-you to those
teenagers. If it weren’t for them, Castle may have never had a
warm bed or a full belly again.

Register Your Pet

Pet Adoptathon!

Saturday, October 21
10:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
Rowlett Animal Shelter
(4402 Industrial)
Reduced Adoption Fee - $25

Come find your new best friend and help your Animal Shelter maintain
its current live release rate of 99 percent! This is well above the
national rate of 30 percent, thanks to Rowlett residents’ willingness to
open their hearts and homes to all the wonderful pets available at the
shelter.

It’s Their Get Out Of Jail Free Card!

The City of Rowlett Ordinances Section 6-71 requires that all domestic animals capable of
transmitting rabies, including dogs, cats and ferrets, have their rabies vaccination information
registered on an annual basis with the Animal Shelter. If your pet should roam, registration could be
their ticket home! Your first offense is free if your animal is wearing current rabies and registration
tags on their collar. Microchips are not a replacement for tags and are not included in this offer.
Fees:
$5.00 if your pet has been spayed/neutered, or if your pet is
under 6 months of age at the time of registration.
$10.00 if your pet has not been spayed/neutered.
Free to senior citizens 60 and over if your pet is under 6
months of age at the time of registration or spayed/neutered.

For additional information
please call 972-412-6219 or visit
Rowlett.com/AnimalShelter

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
Diversity Day!

Trunk or Treat
at the Library

Saturday, October 7
11:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M.
Rowlett Community Centre
The Community Centre is transformed into a global exploration of
various cultures and heritages found right here in the City of Rowlett.
Enjoy performances by exciting dancers, singers, storytellers and
more from around the world. Experience and celebrate the variety of
cultures by visiting booths featuring food tastings, activities and crafts.

Saturday,
October 28
2:00 P.M.
Rowlett Library

Rowlett Public Library is partnering with the Rowlett Fire Department
and the Rowlett Police Department for a Halloween Trunk or Treat event
at Rowlett Public Library. Kids, come trick or treat for candy and prizes!

Seniors
Halloween Party
Tuesday, October
11:30 A.M.
Rowlett Community
Centre

Enjoy some Halloween Bingo and
show off your costume creativity
for a chance to win some
awesome prizes!

Veterans Day

Saturday, November 11
11:00 A.M.
Rowlett Community Centre

Camp Fear!

Join us as we recognize and honor our local veterans. Veterans
Day is a time when the community gathers together to give thanks
to those who have served our country. Please come show your
support and appreciation to those who have made so very many
sacrifices for our freedom.

Rowlett's spooky family Halloween campout!
Camp Fear!

Friday & Saturday
October 27-28
5:00 P.M. – 9:00 A.M.
Pecan Grove Park
Rowlett’s favorite Halloween party is
back! Pack up your family, tent and
sleeping bags and embark on an overnight
camping adventure! Participate in a large
number of family activities including
games, a haunted hayride, tent trick or
treating, s’mores, and spooky storytelling.
Deck out your tent and compete in the
Best Tent Decorating competition!
Space is limited, register now! For more
information please call 972-412-6170.

HAUNTED HALLOWEEN ACTIVITIES...
...at the Rowlett Library
Grown-Up's Geek Out!

Thursdays, October 5 & 19 - 7:00 P.M.
Adults will design with Legos, discuss graphic novels, and play video games
with like-minded peers.

Your Inner Superhero

Saturday, October 7 @ 2:00 P.M.
Come discover your inner super hero and take photos with a special super hero
guest!

Spooky Family Storytime

Saturday, October 14 @ 2:00 P.M.
Join us for a creepy, heebie-jeebie family storytime session and make a
Halloween craft!

Cyberworld Safety

Saturday, October 21 @ 2:00 P.M.
Officer Dana Reeves will talk to parents about how to keep kids safe on the
web and on their smartphones.

Trunk or Treat at the Library

Saturday, October 28 - All Day
Rowlett Public Library is partnering with the
Rowlett Fire Department and the Rowlett
Police Department for a Halloween Trunk or
Treat event at Rowlett Public Library. Come
trick or treat for candy and prizes at the
Library.

Little Crazy 8’s Math Club

Tuesdays at 4:30 p.m.
Ages 5-8
Nothing like your usual math club! This recreational, afterschool math club just for Kindergarten through second
graders helps kids enjoy the math behind their favorite
activities, such as building glow in the dark structures or
cracking secret spy codes!

Whatever on Wednesdays

Wednesdays @ 4:00 P.M.
Ages 13-18
Get together with other teens and discuss current books,
media and online content. Topics could include the best TV
series for a weekend binge, the best Internet viral videos,
the best games from Tabletop and of course, the best Young
Adult books. Best of all? This material can all be found at
the Rowlett Library!

Crazy 8’s Math Club

Thursdays @ 4:00 P.M.
Ages 8-12
Elementary-age children learn that math is fun! Every week,
kids build stuff and make a mess with math!

TEEN READ WEEK IS OCTOBER 9-14
2017 Theme - “Unleash Your Story!”

Teens ages 13 to 18 can participate in a national
exploring the superhero genre in Young Adult
Young Adult program at Rowlett Public
books.
Library during YALSA’s Teen Read Week by
Monday, October 9 – WHO ARE YOU? Decide on your backstory – orphaned in a hurricane, hatched on another planet? Visit the
Marvel webpage to create yourself, at http://www.marvelkids.com/create-your-own-super-hero.
Tuesday, October 10 – WHAT IS YOUR SUPERPOWER? Can you fly, read minds, melt butter, stop time? http://www.heromachine.
com/heromachine-2-5-character-portrait-creator/.
Wednesday, October 11 – WHAT DO YOU FIGHT FOR/AGAINST? Are bad guys chasing you, are you protecting the planet?
http://www.dccomics.com/
Thursday, October 12 – WHERE ARE YOU? Multiple universes, the old West, bottom of the ocean, over the moon? https://www.
deviantart.com/
Friday, October 13 – PUT IT ALL TOGETHER! Market yourself: create a slogan, a costume, a mask and some weapons! Use
Library laptops and software to make a trailer of yourself!

ROWLETT LIBRARY OFFERS TECH ASSISTANCE!
Phil’s Technology Corner

Automate Your Life:
Let Technology Work FOR You!

Phil Barott, Technical Services Supervisor with the Rowlett
Public Library, offers a useful technology tip each month.

As much as technology can feel like a hassle to
deal with, when it’s at its best technology really
does make things easier. One of the ways this
happens is the automation of easy or repeatable
tasks. There are tools available to apply this
idea to your daily work!
The first is one I’ve mentioned before but is
worth repeating. It’s called If This, Then That,
or IFTTT for short. IFTTT is used to combine
actions on different online services. Each set
of actions is called an applet. For example,
if you have multiple social media profiles,
you can create an applet so that if you post to
one, it automatically posts to the others. For
another example, if you have a Fitbit, you
can automatically upload your daily info in a
Google spreadsheet. The basic idea is that an
action in one service will cause an action in
another service automatically. You can create
your own applets, or use existing ones. Just do
an internet search for “best IFTTT applets” to
see some of the fun and useful things you can
do. There is also an app for IOS and Android. It
lets you manage and create applets, as well as
automate certain tasks with your phone.
Speaking of your phone, even if you’re not
interested in automating actions on your
online accounts, you may have interest in

automating certain tasks on your phone.
There are apps for that too. AutomateIt
is an automation program for Android.
Like IFTTT, it allows you to use one
action to trigger another. For example,
say you always forget to turn your phone
to silent at work. You can create a rule in
AutomateIt that will silence your phone
during work hours. You can also make it
go silent when you’re at a certain location,
or just during meetings if you pair it with
your calendar. The ringer volume is just
one example; there are a ton of different
possible actions. You can set your phone to
switch to landscape mode when you open
Youtube (or any other app), automatically
send a text to people who call while you’re
driving, or automatically launch certain
apps when your phone turns on, just to
name a few. You can create your own rules,
or start using ones that are already made.
If you want to create more complicated
formulas Tasker and Automate are two
other apps that let you automate tasks
on your phone. They both let you create
more complicated strings of actions rather
than just having one action cause another.
They’re very neat, but do have a bit of a
learning curve to start using them, where
IFTTT and AutomateIt are a bit easier to
use off the bat.

allows you to combine several actions
into one tap. You can program your own
workflows, or use some of the suggested
ones provided in the app. There are also
samples online of helpful workflows other
people have made that you can save to
your device and use for yourself. A couple
of examples are opening a music playlist,
creating a PDF from a web page, getting
directions to the nearest coffee shop, or
sending a mass text to let people know
you’re running late. None of these are
especially complicated tasks, but Workflow
allows you to do them with the single tap
of an icon from the home or notification
screen. There are more complicated tasks
you can do with Workflow too; they just
require a bit more work to learn how to
implement.
Each of these apps have a lot more to them
than what I’ve outlined here. If you’re
interested in saving some time on regular
tasks, or even learning about new things
you can do with your phone, then they’re
definitely worth checking out. If you have
any questions about this, or any other
featured tech tips, come see us at the library
or give us a call at 972-412-6161!

For IOS users, there is an app for iPhones
and iPads called Workflow. Workflow

One-on-One Technology Assistance
The library offers FREE one-on-one sessions to help you get the
most from your computers and personal devices such as cell
phones or tablets.

One-on-One Tech Help
•
•
•

Every Friday
Rowlett Library
Flexible times

Two 30 minute sessions are available every Friday for reservation. Contact
Information Systems Administrator Phil Barott at 972-412-6161 or pbarott@
rowlett.com. Reservations are on a first come first served basis so call
today!

Cooking CLASSES
Fall Fun at the

CUPCAKE DECORATING
Ages 7+
Instructor: Chefsville
310401 A 09/23

10:30am-12:45pm

Sat

$17

Rowlett Community
Centre...

Indulge in the sweetness of cupcakes! Learn to measure,
mix, fill, ice, and decorate a variety of fun flavored cupcakes.
Develop basic decorating techniques and create beautiful
cupcakes to take home and share. $12 supply fee payable to
instructor at the beginning of the session.

Dance PROGRAMS

RECIPE TESTING LAB
Ages 7+
Instructor: Chefsville
310401 B 10/21

10:30am-12:45pm

Sat

$17

Do you dare to push the boundaries with recipes? Personalize
your favorite dishes and add your own individual flair to create
unique, flavorful recipes. We eat what we make. $12 supply fee
payable to instructor at the beginning of the session.

JR. CHEF TV SHOW CLASS

10:30am-12:45pm

Sat

CHOPPING BLOCK
Ages 10+
Instructor: Chefsville

10:30am-12:45pm

Introduce your child to ballet, tap, rhythm, and games to
improve their coordination and confidence.

Sat

5:00-5:45pm
5:00-5:45pm
5:00-5:45pm
5:00-5:45pm

Wed
Wed
Wed
Wed

$45
$45
$45
$45

$17

Have fun competing against your peers with the assistance of
a chef. Increase your creativity, experiment with new cuisines,
and push the envelope with mystery cooking themes and
ingredients. We eat what we make. $12 supply fee payable to
instructor at the beginning of the session.

310401 D 12/09

Ages: 2-3
Instructor: Anderson Performing Arts

311115 A 09/06 – 09/27
311115 B 10/04 – 10/25
311115 C 11/01 – 11/29
311115 D 12/06 – 12/27

Ages 10+
Instructor: Chefsville
310401 C 11/18

TU-TU’S AND TAP

$17

Work with a group to create innovative and flavorful dishes
that will wow the judges. Learn about cooking competitions,
learn kitchen safety, and enhance culinary skills. We eat what
we make. $12 supply fee payable to instructor at the beginning
of the session.

TWINKLE TOES BALLET/TAP

Ages: 4-6
Instructor: Anderson Performing Arts
Young dancers learn poise, grace, rhythm, technique and
body movements & positions through fun choreography.
321009 A 09/06 – 09/27
321009 B 10/04 – 10/25
321009 C 11/01 – 11/29
321009 D 12/06 – 12/27

5:45-6:30pm
5:45-6:30pm
5:45-6:30pm
5:45-6:30pm

Wed
Wed
Wed
Wed

$45
$45
$45
$45

BALLET/TAP/JAZZ FUSION

Ages: 6-8
Instructor: Anderson Performing Arts
Discover the dance within. Move through progressive
barre and center exercises and proper placement of
hands and feet. Dancers will learn the foundations of
ballet, tap and jazz.
310006 A 09/06 – 09/27
310006 B 10/04 – 10/25
310006 C 11/01 – 11/29
310006 D 12/06 – 12/27

6:30-7:15pm
6:30-7:15pm
6:30-7:15pm
6:30-7:15pm

Wed
Wed
Wed
Wed

$45
$45
$45
$45

ARCHERY (Intermediate)
Ages 6-60
Instructor: Rowlett PARD

Education PROGRAMS

The intermediate class takes the beginners class a bit further.
It will focus more on competition-based shooting. Further
distances and smaller targets!

Ages 6 mos-7 yrs

310703 E 09/06-09/27
310703 F 10/04-10/25
310703 G 11/01-11/29
310703 H 12/06-12/27

Wed
Wed
Wed
Wed

7:00-8:00pm
7:00-8:00pm
7:00-8:00pm
7:00-8:00pm

$20
$20
$20
$20

CHILD’S PLAY DROP-IN PLAYTIME PROGRAM

M,W,F
M,Tu,W,Th

8:30-11:30am
5:00-8:00pm

Child’s Play provides a stimulating environment for your child
to explore, play and interact with other children while you
enjoy the benefits of the Rowlett Community Centre. While
working out or taking a class, check in at the front desk and
then drop your kids off at the Child’s Play room where they
can enjoy a wide variety of entertainment. The fee is $3 per
visit per child or $20 for a 10 visit punch card. Please note:
Parents must remain in the Community Centre while their child
is participating in the Child’s Play Program.

SOAR-Winter Break
Ages 11-14
Week 1: 12/18 – 12/22 | Week 2: 12/27 – 12/29

Themed

BIRTHDAY PARTIES!
To reserve your next party with
us, call the Community Centre
today at 972-412-6170!

Want to get your child up and active during school breaks?
Let the Rowlett Parks & Recreation Department help you
keep them active and off of the couch all break long! This
program is active, fun, and educational. Every day brings
a new theme of activities to ensure they never get boredManic Monday (teamwork and solving games), Rookie
Tuesday (sports theme), Wacky Wednesday (wacky
games and wacky clothes), Totally Cool Thursdays (your
favorite icy treats) and Fantastic Fun Fridays (adventure
and challenge)! Our staff are all experienced at working
with kids and all have background checks! Participants will
need a sack lunch and snacks!

PARENTS DAY OUT

Ages 3-6
Instructor: Jennifer Helms

Children will be introduced to numbers, letters, colors and
shapes through music, stories, arts, crafts, environmental
education, and physical education. Each month will have a
theme that will incorporate fun learning. Children must be
potty trained.
310501 A 09/05 – 09/28
310501 B 10/03 – 10/31
310501 C 11/02 – 11/30
310501 D 12/05 – 12/14

9:00am-1:00pm
9:00am-1:00pm
9:00am-1:00pm
9:00am-1:00pm

Tu/Th
Tu/Th
Tu/Th
Tu/Th

$120
$120
$105
$60

Lakeside Leisure Magazine

11

this month’s success story

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat.
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper. Et iusto odio
dignissim qui erat plurius blandit praesent dolor luptatum zzril delenit augue duis
dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit,
sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation
ullamcorper te suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex
ea commodo consequat. Lorem ipsum
dolo sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit.

City Calendar

October
1

2

3
National Night
Out

4

5

6

One-on-One Tech
Help @ Library

7

Diversity Day
11am-2pm @ RCC
Your Inner Superhero
2pm @ Library

8

9

Teen Read Week
begins @ Library

10
City Council
Meeting

11

12

13

One-on-One Tech
Help @ Library

7:30pm @ City Hall

16

17

18

19

City Council
Meeting

20

One-on-One Tech
Help @ Library

23

24

25

26

Planning & Zoning
Meeting
6:30pm @ City Hall

29

30

21

Pet Adoptathon 10-5 @
Animal Shelter
Cyberworld Safety 2pm
@ Library

7:30pm @ City Hall

22

Spooky Storytime
2pm @ Library
KRB Tri-City Lakeshore Cleanup

Planning & Zoning
Meeting
6:30pm @ City Hall

15

14

27

One-on-One Tech
Help @ Library
Camp Fear 5pm9:30am @ Pecan
Grove Park

28
Trunk or Treat
2pm @ Library

31

Seniors Halloween

Party 8:30am @ RCC

Halloween
(972) 412-6100

City of Rowlett
4000 Main Street
Rowlett, TX 75088

www.rowlett.com

