A Monthly Message From Mayor Tammy Dana-Bashian - October, 2017

YOUR New Rowlett City Council
in Place and Ready to Serve!

To the citizens of Rowlett, I am humbled and honored to be your Mayor.
I have served this community for many years in many different roles,
and representing Rowlett in THIS role will be the most challenging and
rewarding yet! I love this city and its citizens and together we will move
forward to refine and implement our shared vision.
As I’m sure you already know, your new City Council has been seated
and we’re ready to go to work for you! There really is a great energy in
our group and we engage with respect and have a true camaraderie.
We also have a ton of ideas that we’ll be exploring and vetting over
the coming months, so look for some great new initiatives coming to
our community soon. I hope you will join with our new City Council
to help Rowlett continue to prosper as a community we can all be
proud of. I’d also like to take this opportunity to congratulate our new
Councilmembers: Blake Margolis, Brownie Sherrill and Matt Grubisich.
Along with Mayor Pro Tem Martha Brown, Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Debby
Bobbitt and Councilmember Pam Bell, I am proud to serve the citizens
of Rowlett by your side!
We are committed to ensuring Rowlett achieves its full potential as a
community and remains a place where everyone feels at home. One way
we accomplish this is through our incredible community events! Earlier
this month, we visited neighborhoods all over town during National Night
Out. Coming up this weekend is Camp Fear, our popular annual family
Halloween overnight campout in Pecan Grove Park. On November 11,
we will honor those who have served our nation during the Veterans
Day Ceremony. December 2 brings us Main Street Fest, which includes
the Annual Tree Lighting at the Rowlett Community Centre. That’s not
the only way we celebrate “the most wonderful time of the year!” On
December 8, join us downtown for the Holiday Parade, which for the
first time will be held at night, so the floats will all be lit with the sparkly
magic of the season.
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I hope to meet you at an upcoming City Council Meeting or one of these
community events. Please come on over and say Hi! I know we say
this often, but this truly IS a great time to live
in Rowlett and I look forward to working for
Escorted by the Third Watch LE MC, I recently
YOU!
had the honor of visiting with WWII
veteran, William Turner, at his Rowlett home.

Mayor Tammy Dana-Bashian

Welcome, Your New City Council!
Three new Councilmembers and I were sworn
in on September 13.

Front row, l to r:
Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Debby Bobbitt, Pamela Bell,
Mayor Tammy Dana-Bashian, Mayor Pro Tem Martha
Brown
Back row, l to r:
Robert Blake Margolis,
Matt Grubisich, Brownie Sherrill.

Honoring Our Community’s Veterans
Veterans Day Ceremony
Saturday, November 11, 11:00 A.M.
Rowlett Community Centre

Veterans Day is a time to give thanks to all U.S. military veterans – past and present
- who have served our country, please join us as we honor OUR local veterans.
Show your support and appreciation to those who have made so very many
sacrifices for our freedom!

New This Year

We will Facebook Live this event,
“Like” us at www.facebook.com/CityofRowlettTexas/

New Veterans Recognition Program!

I’m really excited about a new Veterans recognition program we’re starting, beginning at the
November 7 City Council Meeting. Our community is home to many, many veterans, who have
bravely served our country by defending the freedoms we often take for granted. We are honored
to give all of Rowlett the opportunity to recognize and thank these folks by recognizing an
individual veteran at the first City Council Meeting of each month.
In November, we’re honoring WWII veteran, William Turner. He will enjoy a full escort from
his home to City Hall led by not only Rowlett Police Department’s Brian Wilburn and the Third Watch Law Enforcement
Motorcycle Club, but by four additional motorcycle clubs as well! This will be quite a procession and I invite you to City Hall
on Tuesday, November 7 at 7:30 p.m. to help us recognize Mr. Turner for his service!

Did you know? History of Veterans Day

On the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month of 1918, an armistice between Germany and the Allied nations
came into effect. On November 11, 1919, Armistice Day was commemorated for the first time. President Wilson
proclaimed the day should be “filled with solemn pride in the heroism of those who died in the country’s service and
with gratitude for the victory.”
In 1926, the United States Congress officially recognized the end of World War I and declared that the anniversary
of the armistice should be commemorated with prayer, thanksgiving and a proclamation calling upon the officials
to display the flag of the United States on all Government buildings on November 11 and inviting the people of the
United States to observe the day in schools and churches, or other suitable places, with appropriate ceremonies of
friendly relations with all other peoples.”
Originally intended to honor veterans of World War I, an Act was approved on May 13, 1938, which made
November 11 in each year a legal holiday, known as Armistice Day. A few years later, World War II required the
largest mobilization of service men in the history of the United States and the American forces fought in Korea. In
1954, Congress to changed the word “Armistice” to “Veterans”. On June 1, 1954, November 11 became a day to
honor all American veterans, whereever and whenever they had served.

Strong Financial Stewardship

A key element of fulfilling the City’s mission is strong financial stewardship. I’d
like to share with you some recent recognitions that provide a great testament to
the financial leadership provided by your City Council and Financial Services
staff!

State Comptroller’s Transparency Stars

I could not be more proud to share with you that the City of
Rowlett is the fourth local government entity in the state to
receive all five Transparency Stars
through the State Comptroller’s
transparency program. This is
an incredible achievement as,
according to the Texas Municipal
League, there are approximately
4800 local governments in the 2010
census! Your Rowlett Financial
Services team has achieved a mark
of distinction in local government
transparency that less than 1/10 of 1
percent of local entities in Texas have achieved.

In 2016, the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts began
the Transparency Stars program to encourage all county

and local governments, as well as school districts, to
provide greater transparency in their financial operations.
To achieve recognition, these
entities must provide clear and
meaningful financial information
in the areas of traditional finance,
debt obligations, public pensions,
contracts and procurement, and
economic development. All of this
information must be provided in
clear and meaningful financial
documents, and through summaries,
downloadable data, charts, graphs,
and other visualizations. The City of Rowlett embraced
this philosophy and immediately began working to provide
you improved online financial information based on the
program’s requirements.

Certificate of Achievement for
Excellence in Financial Reporting
13 Years!

Distinguished Budget Award
13 Years!

The Government Finance Officers Association awarded
the Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial
Reporting to the City of Rowlett for its Comprehensive
Annual Financial Report (CAFR) for the fiscal year ended
September 30, 2016. The Certificate of Achievement is the
highest form of recognition in the area of governmental
accounting and financial reporting, and its attainment
represents a significant accomplishment by a government
and its management. Here in Rowlett, our CAFR is also a
critical component of the commitment to complete financial
transparency we have made to our citizens.

North Texas’ Leanest Local
Governments
Rowlett Ranks #5
Rowlett ranks #5 in a recent Dallas Business
Journal study entitled “Which North Texas
cities have the leanest local governments?”!
With only 77 employees per 10,000 residents,
when the average North Texas city has 98,
this recognition is a great example of how
the City fulfills its commitment to our
citizens!

The Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA)
also presents the Distinguished Budget Award to those
government units whose budgets are judged to adhere
to program standards. This award is the highest in
governmental budgeting! The Distinguished Budget Award
represents a significant achievement by the City of Rowlett
and reflects an exemplary level of commitment by the City
and staff to maintaining the highest principles of government
budgeting. In order to receive the budget award, the City had
to satisfy nationally recognized guidelines for effective
budget presentation. These guidelines are designed to assess
how well an entity’s budget serves as a policy document, a
financial plan, an operations guide, and a communications
document.
Budget documents must meet the standards of these four
categories, and the fourteen mandatory criteria within those
categories to receive the award. This truly is an incredible
accomplishment and I hope you will join me in celebrating
our Financial Services staff!

City of Rowlett Mission

A Citizen-Centered Organization that ensures its citizens
receive value for their investment.

