SPOTLIGHT
MAYOR’S

Rowlett Public Library is Back on Main Street

June, 2018

Rowlett is On the Move! I’m sure you’ve noticed all of the wonderful enhancements
our downtown has experienced the past few years – green spaces, beautiful
lighting and landscaping, additional parking and wide walkways, expanded livingshopping-dining options, we even have a Farmers Market every other Thursday
evening throughout the summer. But my favorite thing to happen downtown is the
return of the Rowlett Public Library.
I am extremely passionate about our quality of life here in Rowlett, and a library
is an integral component to the quality of life in a vibrant community. Your City
Council and City staff made the commitment to OUR community to ensure the
Rowlett Library continued to thrive in its
temporary location while the downtown
development took place. And thrive it
did! But, as the Library has always been
a key component of our downtown,
I’m thrilled to welcome it back to Main
Street.

I was honored to take part in
our community’s recent Peace
Officer’s Memorial Ceremony.
Pictured here with me are (l)
Assistant Police Chief Michael
Godfrey and (r) Police Chief
Mike Brodnax.

I hope you’ll stop by and check out (a
little Library humor, there) our state-ofthe-art facility in their new home on the
ground floor of the Village Apartments.
I’d also love to see you at the many
events scheduled downtown on Main
Street this summer, visit www.rowlett.
com/events for the list, be sure to find
me and say hi!

Mayor Tammy
Dana-Bashian

City of Rowlett
4000 Main Street
Rowlett, TX 75088
972-412-6100
www.rowlett.com

New Location Back on Main Street!

Rowlett Public Library

On an average day,
448 of your friends
and neighbors visit
the Rowlett Public
Library!

Puzzle Nook

Teen & ‘Tween Area

Class & Meeting Room

Flooded with natural light from the wall of windows along Main Street, and soon to
be joined by a cozy cafe in the end space, the new Library is truly our community’s
living room. Exciting features include expanded meeting and classroom space
to accomodate the popular ESL and GED classes and expansive storytime and
children’s program space. And, a special area for ‘tweens and teens!

Of the 548 public libraries in the state of Texas,
only 52 received this award.

Rowlett Public Library
offers interactive learning
opportunities to encourage
the development of early
literacy, stimulate intellectual
growth and promote lifelong
learning.

Literacy

AWARD
WINNING
LIBRARY

In 2017, for the 13th consecutive year, the Library was a
recipient of the Achievement of Library Excellence Award
from the Texas Municipal Library Directors Association.

To encourage communitywide literacy, the Library
offers storytimes, a Summer
Reading Program for
all ages, informational
programs for children,
families and adults, as well
as one-on-one technology
education.

GED and English as a
Second Language tutoring
programs contribute to
the community’s economic
stability by ensuring citizens
have the education necessary
to qualify for employment
opportunities and enjoy
success in life!

•

•
•

Technology
Education

•

Eight public computers and
four AWE Early Literacy
Stations, along with a variety of
educational programs,
provide opportunities for
citizens to improve their
technological literacy and
skills.
3900 Main Street Ste 200
Rowlett, TX 75088
972-412-6161

Entertainment

•

Economic
Stability

www.rowlett.com/library

Hardcover, paperback
and large print books for
adults, teens & tweens,
toddlers and babies.
Magazines and
newspapers.
DVDs, Music & Books
on CD.
eBooks & eMagazines
& Hoopla (streaming
movies, TV shows,
audiobooks, music and
ebooks)!
Online resources
including World Book
Encyclopedia, Dear
Reader Online Book Club,
Legal Forms, Atomic
Training & more!

www.facebook.com/RowlettPublicLibrary

2018 Summer Reading Program
The Rowlett Public Library Summer
Reading Program is not only FUN and
offers great prizes, it will boost a child’s
comprehension levels and help them
become a more successful student in the
ensuing year.
Studies show that many children involved in
a summer reading program gain significant
vocabulary, socializing, and even selfdisciplined learning skills during this time.
Children are more apt to learn during the
summer months when the pressure of fulltime school and other events is no longer
apparent.

The Rowlett Public Library’s high-quality summer programs keep
students engaged in learning, teach them new skills, allow them to
develop previously unseen talents and foster creativity and innovation!

Testing shows that kids who read for
pleasure in the summer do better and forget
less when they go back to school. And
not just in reading. Kids who don’t read
over the summer can slide backward in all
subject areas. This can mean a big loss in
their literacy growth compared to those who
do continue learning all year long.

•

Early and sustained summer learning
opportunities lead to higher graduation
rates, better preparation for college, and
positive effects on children’s self-esteem,
confidence, and motivation.

•

•
•

•

The number of books read during
the summer is consistently related to
academic gains.
Use of the public library is more
predictive of vocabulary gains than
attending summer school.
Reading is the single summer activity
most strongly and consistently related to
summer learning.
Children in every income group who
read six or more books over the summer
gained more in reading achievement
than children who did not.
More than any public institution, the
library contributes to the intellectual
growth of children during the summer.

2018 Summer Reading Program Schedule
School Age - Tuesdays
2pm @ Rowlett Community Centre
6/12 Stage Combat Demonstration
6/19 Musical Zoo
6/26 Carolina Storyteller
7/3 Bibliobop Dance Party
7/10 Superhero Story Time
7/17 Wildlife on the Move
7/24 Rockin’ Bubbles
7/31 Perot TECH Truck

Whatever on Wednesdays
For Teens
2pm @ Rowlett Public
Library
All summer long, teens will be
creating their own music video
utilizing the Library’s video editing
equipment. From conception to
completion, this teen program will
show that Libraries ROCK!

Super Saturday Krafternoons
2pm @ Rowlett Public Library
6/16 Coral Reef Basket
6/23 Lighthouse Panels
6/30 Grassy Gertie
7/7 Perching Parrots
7/14 Wood Stitching Plaques
7/21 Foam Bird Gliders
7/28 Mandala Sun Catchers

Bricks and Books
Fun with Lego!

Thursdays - 2pm @ Rowlett
Public Library

www.rowlett.com/library

Also Happening In The Village...
Award-Winning Bankhead Brewing Co.

The North Texas beer scene has spread out a bit in the past few years.
In fact, it’s the suburbs — right here in Rowlett, specifically —
where you’ll find Central Track’s pick for the region’s 2017 Brewery
of the Year. Not only is the variety of craft beer exceptional, but the
menu is incredible! That Bankhead excels in areas beyond beer is not
an accident. Now that the North Texas beer scene has grown some,
so too have consumers’ expectations. Brewing delicious beer is now
just part of the formula needed for a brewery or brewpub to excel.

Farmers Market Comes to Rowlett

Village of Rowlett Farmers Market returns this Thursday, June 14
and will take place every other Thursday from 4pm - 8pm, May
- September. Get your fresh food and other goodies, all while
enjoying live music and other fun events. It’s the perfect way to
jump start your weekend a little early and shop local on Main
Street.
Visit www.rowlettfarmersmarket.com for more info.

I urge you to stop in next time you’re in The Village and check them
out.

Spend the Summer on Main Street!
Summer Concert Series / Food Truck Fridays

7:30pm – 9:00pm.
Come unwind and have some fun while listening to
some of the area’s best cover bands. In addition to some
amazing tunes, visit on-site food trucks for a variety of
tasty treats.
August 3 - Blaze of Glory (Bon Jovi tribute)
August 10 - Vocal Trash (variety played on trash cans)
August 17 - The Stoneleighs (Rolling Stones tribute)
August 24 - King David Band (Variety Band)

Friday Movies on Main

Activities begin @ 6:30pm - Movies @ dusk
Watch family friendly movies under the beautiful Texas
stars! Pack a picnic dinner to enjoy on the lawn before
the movie starts. Bounce houses and other special
entertainment each week. Popcorn, snow cones, etc.
snacks provided by local churches.
September 7 - Coco
September 14 - A Wrinkle in Time
September 21 - Despicable Me

