A Weekly Update from City Hall

FRIDAY @ 5
Top Stories for Week Ending 06.22.18

COMMUNITY INVESTMENT PROGRAM (CIP)
PROJECT UPDATE

Dalrock Estates Reconstruction Project–Phase 1
Project Scope:
Rebuilding of Dalrock Estates Phase l
includes replacing Woodside Rd. and
portions of Chesham Dr. and Highgate Ln.
Storm drainage, water and sewer lines will
be repaired or replaced; widen sidewalks,
trees and decorative street lights will be
installed.

Important Meeting
Announcements
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Project Status:
Quality Excavation finished the north bound lane of Highgate Ln. along
with most of the sidewalk; should switch traffic over to the north bound
lane next week and start construction on the south bound lane. (pic 1)
Highland Meadows Reconstruction Project–Phase 1
Project Scope:
Rebuilding of the streets, sidewalks, curbs,
drainage systems, street trees and lighting
on Miami Dr., Vernon Dr. and Vagas Dr.
Project Status:
Tri-Con Services started placing the
concrete on the east bound lane of Vagas
Dr. and moving toward Vernon Dr. (pic 2)
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City Council –
Regular Meetings: July 3 & 17,
appx. 5:30pm @ City Hall
Special Meetings – June 29 & 30,
Council Strategic Planning
Session, 8am-5pm each day @
Main Street Events
P&Z Commission – June 26,
6:45pm @ City Hall
Arts & Humanities Commission –
July 10, 6:30pm @ Library
Community Investment Advisory
Board – *** No July Meeting ***
August 6, 6pm @ City Hall
Economic Development Advisory
Board – July 17, 9:30am @
Chamber of Commerce Bldg.
Golf Advisory Board – *** No July
meeting *** August 7, 8am @
Waterview Golf Club

Advanced Traffic Management System – SH 66
The Traffic Management Center (TMC) located at the Public Works
Facility is taking shape. The two large monitor screens were installed and
the computer rack system and TMS computer were
delivered and are being set up. There is wireless
communication at 14 of the 27 traffic signal locations.
The last tower climb to install a wireless radio on the
Schrade radio tower, to get communication to the
remaining signals, will occur the week of June 25th. The
project is scheduled to be complete by July 15 th. For
more information about this project, check out this
FaceBook post.

Library Advisory Board – July 12,
@ 6:30pm, Library
Parks & Rec Advisory Board – July
11, 7pm @ RCC
Senior Advisory Board – July 16,
10am @ City Hall
Youth Advisory Council – TBD
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CITY MANAGER’S OFFICE
DART's GoLink personalized shuttle expanded its service in
Rowlett! The new GoLink service area is bounded by: Vinson Rd.,
Merritt Rd. and Elm Grove Rd. on the north; Scenic Dr. on the
east; Chaha Rd., Rowlett Rd., Lake Ray Hubbard and Cooke Dr. on the
south; and Dexham Rd. on the west.
Instructions for accessing the app and more information are on our
Facebook page. Hours of operation are 5:30am - 8:30pm on weekdays.
Fares remain $5 for a local day pass and $2.50 for a reduced day pass.
Keep Rowlett Beautiful’s
scholarship committee
announced their two
recipients of the $1000 Paul
Brunelle Memorial college scholarship
contest. Congratulations to Dakota
Johnson and Christian Newkirk who
exemplify academic success,
community service and leadership in environmentalism!

In the Community
ACTION CENTER – Contact us
online 24-7 OR week days, 8am5pm at 972-412-6100. Our
purpose is to serve!
Animal Services – Open 10am 5pm, Mon.-Sat. @ 4402 Industrial
St.

CITY SECRETARY’S OFFICE
New Rowlett Youth Advisory Council Appointed!
These appointments were made official at the City Council meeting on
June 19th. Council Liaison Robert Blake Margolis and Staff Liaison Lindsay
Prasifka are pleased to introduce the Rowlett Youth Advisory Council:

CPR Class – August 18, 8:30am12:30pm @ Fire Admin Building
Wet Zone NOW OPEN –
Monday – Sunday (check
website for hours)
Low Cost Vaccination Clinic –
July1, 2-5pm @ Liberty Grove
Animal Hospital, 8502 Liberty
Grove Rd.
Summer Reading Program –
June 11-August 4 @ Library
Farmers Market – June 28, July 12

& then every Thurs through Sept.
20 - in Downtown Rowlett
Rowlett Freedom 5k on Main –
July 4, 7am @ Chamber of
Commerce, 4418 Main St.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
The Rowlett Animal Shelter still has many kittens
available for adoption! Please view this video to see
all the cuteness – then go to the shelter to take one
home. All adoptions are reduced to $25 and includes
spay/neuter, vaccinations and microchip. The Shelter
is located at 4402 Industrial St. in Rowlett and open
from 10am to 5pm every day except Sunday.

FRIDAY @ 5 – WEEKLY UPDATE FOR 06.22.2018

Kayak Play Day – July 15 &
August 5, 2-4:30pm @ Paddle
Point Park
AMI Access Sign-up – See your
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The City of Rowlett participates in the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program. In preparation for discussing
allocation of funds for next year beginning on October 1, 2018, City staff will host two public
meetings to solicit input from residents. Please join us at one of these meetings on Friday,
June 29th:
City Hall Council Chambers, 4000 Main Street -10:30am
Rowlett Community Centre Room A, 5300 Main Street - 6:00pm
Please see the Notice of Public Hearings and Request for Citizen Input for more details.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Good news! El Centro Mexican Restaurant plans to re-open their restaurant at 3813 Main St. around
Labor Day of this year. On May 13th, there was a fire at the restaurant and the restaurant owners are
working diligently with the building owners to have the space cleaned and remodeled.
Stay tuned for more updates on El Centro
Mexican Restaurant and other projects in the
Village of Rowlett Downtown!
More Good News! Because of the popularity
and success of the Farmers Market, the event
will take place every Thursday starting July 12th
through September 20th. Join us next week –
Thursday, June 28th starting at 4pm in the
Village of Rowlett Downtown! Upcoming
Farmers Market dates.

June 28
July 12
July 19
July 26
August 2
August 9

August16
August 23
August 30
September 6
September 13
September 20

Big Lots is expanding their footprint in Rowlett and hiring more employees! The
store will remain open through the construction and is hiring now! The expansion
will increase the store to 40,000 square feet upon completion with a soft opening
planned for the end of August.

FINANCE
Water Conversation Tips from the Revenue Office:
Water fact: 70% of the earth is covered by water. However out of that percentage, 97% of
the water located here is salt water. Lakes, rivers, streams, and all other fresh water sources,
only make up 3% of the total water on the planet. With such a small amount of water being
drinkable, we should all try to do more to preserve it. So, here are a few water conservation
tips, to help you get through the summer with a little more green in your pocket!
Let’s start off with some simple tips…while brushing your teeth, turn off the water, open faucets
can use up to 2 gallons a minute and a lot of us just let that run down the drain. Similarly, do not
leave the water running while doing dishes, washing your hands, cleaning vegetables or fruits
while cooking. Also, when buying new appliances like dishwashers or washing machines, look for water
efficient versions when possible.
Moving outside, while you are landscaping your lawn, do not cut your grass too short. If
you leave your grass two to three inches long, it will shade the ground underneath it which
will help with evaporation and water retention in the soil. Also consider planting more trees
and shrubs as they usually require less water. Another thing that can help would be to use
native plants in your garden, since they are more adapted to your climate and don’t need
as much water.
That’s it for now. Check back next week for more tips!
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LIBRARY
Libraries Rock!

This week during the Summer Reading Program, the Garland Symphony
Orchestra presented their KidsNotes program to kids and adults.
Everyone perfected their audience skills while they enjoyed a story and
a performance by a professional musician. Afterward, kids made a lot
of noise playing drums (it helps if you hold your tongue just right 😊), the
trombone and violin at the instrument petting zoo! Parking Map for
Library and Downtown Rowlett.

Summer Reading runs through Saturday, August 4, and offers prizes, performer programs,
and tons of fun. You can still sign up.

Arts and Humanities Commission – Calling all writers! This year’s writing contest,
“Summer Scribes” is open to youth and adults. Cash prizes will be awarded to winning
entries. Deadline for submission is July 20 th. Entry forms and more information can be
found on the City’s website.

PARKS & RECREATION
Rowlett's Fireworks on Main is less than 2 weeks
away! Celebrate with us this year on Wednesday,
July 4th from 6 – 10pm at Pecan Grove Park.

5pm – Cornhole Tournament
6pm – Memphis Soul
8pm – Georgia Satellites
9:40pm – Fireworks Spectacular

Check out the Tucker Roofing Systems Main Stage
for the live performance of Memphis Soul and Georgia Satellites. We will have a kid’s
area, arts and crafts, food vendors, and some spectacular fireworks. Don’t forget to sign
up for the first ever Fireworks on Main Cornhole Tournament at 972.412.6170! We’d love to see you there!
Parking for Pecan Grove Park and Wet Zone on July 4th – be prepared for short
delays and minor parking adjustments. Parking for both before 1pm will be in front
of the Rowlett Community Centre with over flow parking in the Rowlett High School
Parking Lot. After 1pm, parking will be available in the Rowlett High School Parking
lot. Thank you for your patience and cooperation!
Stop by the Rowlett Community Centre
to check out the new equipment in the
weight room – we replaced a few of the
older machines! And you can join while
you’re there!
The Wet Zone participated in the World’s Largest
Swimming Lesson on Thursday, June 21st. The global event promotes
basic water safety skills and raises awareness about the fundamental
importance of teaching children to swim, therefore helping to prevent
drowning. 80 people showed up to be a part of the global message.

POLICE DEPARTMENT
Thank you to the Rowlett Police Department for apprehending the two suspects of the robbery victim at
Raising Cane’s restaurant this week. A restaurant employee reported being assaulted after arriving at
work and the restaurant money bag was stolen from him; the stolen money was recovered. Both suspects
are from the Houston area and one had an outstanding murder arrest warrant and the other was listed as
a gang member from Houston. The police investigation is ongoing. Thank you again.

FRIDAY @ 5 – WEEKLY UPDATE FOR 06.22.2018

Page 4 of 5

The Rowlett Police
Department would like
to recognize a couple
of our officers for
representing the
department in the
Texas Police Olympics
in Ft. Worth.

Officer W. Moore
competed in the
Harley Fairing
Division and won 1st
place and took 3rd
place overall on the
challenge course.

Sgt. Baldwin
competed in the
weight lifting
competition and
won 1st place in the
bench press and 3rd
place in the power
lifting.

Officer Reeves
competed in the
Bass Tournament
and received
honorable mention.

PUBLIC WORKS
Annual Concrete Repair and Maintenance of Streets and Alleys
Cam-Crete Contracting, INC is working on panel replacements on south bound Rowlett
Rd.; crews are working between Katherine Dr. and Hickox Rd. having poured a section of
the inside lane.
Larkspur – Daisy – Willard Alley Reconstruction
Urban Infraconstruction: Larkspur Alley – Contractor is aligning the driveway approach
grades with the new alley pavement on Larkspur and Daisy Ln. Christopher Alley –
Concrete was poured along the entire alley backfilling the right of way. Willard Alley –
Removal of the old pavement with new pavement being placed.

Sanitary Sewer Manhole Rehabilitation Project Phase 4
Fuquay, Inc. has completed the four manholes prepped last week. To date a total of 46
manholes have been rehabilitated since commencement of project.

Toler Bay 2 Lift Station Upgrades Project
Contractor is completing items identified during our final walk-through. The screening wall is
95% complete and the brick mason has been unable to complete screening wall because
of the rain or chance of rain forecasted.

Dexham Road 18” Sewer Line
Contractor placed approximately 1100 LF of pipe in the ground and include 3 manholes.
Contractor started the site restoration.
Schrade Bluebonnet Park – Phoenix Tornado Memorial
Denco has framed up and placed rebar for the curb and gutter, prepared the path
leading up to the sculpture and are preparing to finish concrete work next week than start
on landscape placement.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Action Center is your one-stop-shop, offered by the City of Rowlett to assist citizens.
Available online 24-7 to report a problem or concern OR you can call 972.412.6100 weekdays from 8am to 5pm to report
any issues or ask questions.
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