A Weekly Update from City Hall

FRIDAY @ 5
Top Stories for Week Ending 08.10.18

COMMUNITY INVESTMENT PROGRAM (CIP)
PROJECT UPDATE

Dalrock Estates Reconstruction Project– Phase 1
Project Scope:
Rebuilding of Dalrock Estates Phase l
includes replacing Woodside Rd. and
portions of Chesham Dr. and Highgate Ln.
Storm drainage, water and sewer lines will
be repaired or replaced; widen sidewalks,
trees and decorative street lights will be
installed.
Project Status:
Quality Excavation finished the pavement and majority of sidewalk on
Highgate Ln. and travel is back to normal for the neighborhood. Crews
will continue with dress-up and irrigation reconnections in the coming
week.
Highland Meadows Reconstruction Project – Phase 1
Project Scope:
Rebuilding of the streets, sidewalks, curbs,
drainage systems, street trees and lighting on
Miami Dr., Vernon Dr. and Vagas Dr.
Project Status:
Tri-Con Services started concrete
replacement of Fairmont Dr.; Sidewalks
continue to be formed and placed along
Vernon Dr. and Vagas Dr.; Landscaping will continue along Vagas Dr.
and Vernon Dr.; Vernon Dr. to open in both directions this week.

CITY MANAGER’S OFFICE
FY2019 Proposed Budget: City Manager Brian
Funderburk presented the Fiscal Year 2019
(FY2019) Proposed Budget to the City Council
at the August 7th meeting. Highlights include a
proposed 2 cent reduction to the tax rate! See
links below for more information. Also, dates
are listed on the next page for FY2019 Budget
meetings.

Important City Meetings
City Council –
Regular Meetings: August 21,
app. 5:30pm @ City Hall
Special Meetings – Council
Budget Workshop, August 14 &
23, 6pm @ Place TBD.
P&Z Commission – August 14 &
28, 6:45pm @ City Hall
Arts & Humanities Commission –
August 14, 6:30pm @Library
Community Investment Advisory
Board – Cancelled for September
Diversity Commission – August 15,
6:30pm @ City Hall
Economic Development Advisory
Board – August 21, 9:30am @
Chamber of Commerce Bldg.
Golf Advisory Board – Sept. 4,
8am @ Waterview Golf Club
Library Advisory Board – Sept. 13,
6:30pm @ Library
Parks & Rec Advisory Board –
Sept. 12, 7pm @ RCC
Senior Advisory Board – August
20, 10am @ City Hall
Strategic Plan Committee –
August 16, 7:15pm @ City Hall
Youth Advisory Council – August
20, 4pm @ RCC

Video - FY2019 Proposed Budget FY2019 Proposed Budget Document Notice of Proposed Tax Rate
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Meeting Dates for Proposed FY2019 Budget:
Council FY2019 Budget Workshop:
Tuesday, August 14th
6pm @ Special Council Meeting
Thursday, August 23rd
Public Hearings on the ad valorem tax rate:
Tuesday, August 21st
7:30pm @ Regular Council Meeting
Tuesday, September 4th
Public Hearings on the FY2019 proposed budget:
Tuesday, August 21st
7:30pm @ Regular Council Meeting
Tuesday, September 18th
Council formal adoption of FY2019 Budget:
7:30pm @ Regular Council Meeting
Tuesday, September 18th
If FY2019 Budget is adopted, the new tax rate will become effective on
October 1, 2018.
The City of Rowlett Neighborhood Life Office is excited
to announce Tamra Williams as the second recipient of
the Spirit of Rowlett Award! This award is to publicly
recognize ordinary residents doing extra-ordinary things
in our community, and they’re nominated by YOU – the
citizens of Rowlett.
The interview of Ms. Williams and Councilmember
Debby Bobbitt is available for viewing now.
Nominated by the first Spirit of Rowlett Award-winner, Jeff Winget, Tamra
has a long history with Rowlett and is passionate about this town. She is
an inspiration to those who wish to volunteer
their time and talent and encourages others
to give of themselves. Her heart is bigger than
her size would suggest, and despite her
accent, she is a Texan through and through.
Her gifts to the City, public art installations
"Sparkle" and "Steady", will be landmarks to
our town for years to come. Check out “Sparkle” in front of Fire Station 1
on Miller Road, and “Steady” at the Rowlett Community Centre.
Do you know a local hero? Nominate them at Rowlett.com/Spirit. This is
a great way to say “Thank you” to those people who have encouraged,
supported and acted in a way that has impacted you in your everyday
life. We look forward to hearing from you and to providing this
recognition for good deeds, done well.
Join us for the opening of Schrade
Bluebonnet Park and the dedication
of the Spirit of Rowlett Sculpture.
Saturday, August 25th at 9am – 4701
Sunnybrook Dr.

In the Community
ACTION CENTER – Contact us
online 24-7 OR week days, 8am5pm at 972-412-6100. Our
purpose is to serve!
Animal Services – Open 10am 5pm, Mon.-Sat. @ 4402 Industrial
St. **Open til 7pm, Thursdays in
August**
Citizens Police Academy – August
30 start date, Register now
CPR Class – August 18, 8:30am12:30pm @ Fire Admin Building
City Academy – Register NOW for
Sept. 6 start date
Farmers Market – August 16 &
every Thurs through Sept. 20, 59pm - in Downtown Rowlett
Low Cost Vaccination Clinic –
Sept. 2, 2-5pm @ Liberty Grove
Animal Hospital
Pooch Plunge – August 12, 4pm @
Wet Zone
Summer Concert Series – Friday
nights in August, 7-9pm in
Downtown Rowlett
Spirit of Rowlett Sculpture
Dedication – August 25, 9am @
Schrade Bluebonnet Park, 4701
Sunnybrook
Rowlett Chamber – Texas
Hold’em – August 25, 6pm @
Coyle House
AMI Access Sign-up – See your
real-time water usage!
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Bayside Plan Update: After the August 7th City Council Executive Session, Council
released the following statement:
“We have adjourned the Executive Session and there is no formal action to be
taken at this time. Contrary to published reports, the City has not scheduled a news
conference. This is our public statement regarding the Bayside project.
City Council is not in agreement with the plan presented on July 26. Bayside is a legacy project. We have to
do this right. The stakes are too high.
Council is seeking additional information from the developer to see if collaboration is possible. We will continue
to keep the public informed.”
Ever wonder how your local government works? Then the Rowlett Citizen City Academy is for
you! The 12-week academy begins on Thursday, September 6th from 11:30am to 2pm.
Registration is now open and class size is limited to 20. Hurry…Sign up by August 23rd to save
your place!

CITY SECRETARY’S OFFICE
The City is now accepting applications for our Boards and Commissions. DEADLINE – AUGUST 14, 2018
Here is the application process:
City Council makes their annual appointments at the end of September for terms to begin
October 1st. To be eligible for these appointments, applications will be accepted beginning June 1st with a
deadline of August 14th each year. PLEASE NOTE: Applications received AFTER the deadline will be kept on file
through May 30th in case of mid-year vacancies.
Applications are available via email or in the City Secretary’s Office in the City Hall Municipal Center at 4000
Main Street. Youth members who wish to apply for advisory Boards and/or Commissions will be appointed as
Junior Alternate Members and may participate as non-voting members. Youth applicants must be Rowlett
citizens in the ninth, tenth, eleventh or twelfth grade. Junior Alternate Member applications (PDF)
must be completed, printed and notarized. Completed applications can be dropped off at the City
Secretary’s Office, faxed to 972-412-6118 or emailed to the City Secretary’s Office.
For currently seated Board/Commission members wishing to be reappointed, please
complete the Reappointment Application within the time frame stated above. If you
are not seeking to be reappointed to your current seat but would like to be considered
for a different Board/Commission, please fill out the application referenced above.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Mosquitoes testing positive for the West Nile Virus were discovered in Rowlett's
northwest quadrant (Zone 5). As a result, Dallas County’s planned ground spraying of
the general area will take place during the overnight hours of Friday, August 10th and
Saturday, August 11th between 9pm and 5am, weather conditions permitting.
Please refer to the map to determine if you are in the spray area. Residents who live in
the affected area should stay indoors and avoid contact with the insecticide. Click on
the link above for more information.
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Good news! The Rowlett Animal Shelter will
be open until 7pm on Thursdays during the
month of August! Your new Best Friend is
waiting for you! (Adoption fees have
returned to the normal rate of $75)

Habitat for Humanity of Greater Garland –
accepting applications for critical repairs
through Friday, August 17th. For eligibility
requirements/application, visit website at the
link above.

FIRE DEPARTMENT
Citizen’s Fire Academy ended with a bang…or, should I say a fire! The live
burn day was last Saturday, and it was a huge success. Class #20 received
their certificates after putting out a live fire at the Garland Training Center.
Members said they all enjoyed their time learning about the daily lives of
our firefighters. Thank you to everyone who attended the academy as well
as our instructors. See y’all next year!

LIBRARY
Parking Map for Library and Downtown Rowlett.
Libraries Rock! The 2018 Summer Reading Program came to a
close with the excitement of a beach-themed party on
Saturday, August 4th.
Kids “rocked out” to surf music and
enjoyed doing the limbo, hula-hooped,
solved beach word search puzzles and
played with beach balls. Some adults
even showed off their hula hoop skills!

Relax and enjoy a movie that’s fun for the
whole family!
“The Incredibles” - Saturday, August 11th @ 2pm
“Coco” – Saturday, August 18th @ 2pm

Rowlett Arts and Humanities Commission
Photography Contest
Entry forms – due August 24th & 25th
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PARKS & RECREATION
Tonight, the 2018 Summer Concert Series welcomes King George – a
Tribute to George Strait. Join us in downtown Rowlett for live music
and some tasty treats served by SU Amazing, Chiaves Italian Street
Food and East Meets West. Activities begin at 7pm, with live music
starting at 7:30pm.
Parking will be available around
Downtown, at City Hall, and at the
Development Services Building.
Handicap parking will be
available on Martin Drive. See you
there!

Closing for improvements!
Springfield Park Playground will
be closed beginning August
20th to undergo a complete
transformation! The project
should take six weeks, weather
permitting but please check our
Parks and Recreation Facebook
page and our website for up to
date information on the
reopening of the playground.

POLICE DEPARTMENT

The Friends of Rowlett Animals’
annual Pooch Plunge! will be on
Sunday, August 12th from 4-7pm
at the Wet Zone. Proceeds made
during the Pooch Plunge go to
the Friends of Rowlett Animals
and benefit the homeless
animals in our community.
This weekend is the
last opportunity to
take the family to the
Wet Zone Waterpark
for the 2018 season!
Our Splash Bash will
be from noon to 3pm
on Sunday, August
12th. It will include fun
in the sun, food
trucks, and activities
for the entire family.
Tickets will be
available at the gate
for $6 per person.

Please welcome four new members to our VIPS (Volunteers in Police
Services) Team! VIPS are qualified volunteers that perform tasks that free up
police officers, and more importantly, serve as role models for other citizens
within the community.
Welcome Michael Santiago, Cindy Baker, Rosana Kowalski and Dolly
Massad!

Whistle Stop Daycare stopped by
the Police Department this week to
show their appreciation!
We love seeing our Rowlett youth!
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PUBLIC WORKS
Larkspur – Daisy – Willard Alley Reconstruction
Pre-punch list items have been submitted to the contractor for repairs. Landscaping,
backfilling and grass will be installed soon.

2018 Annual Contract for Concrete Sidewalk, Curb, Gutter and Utility Cut Repair and
Maintenance
Currently, 160 total sidewalk locations have been evaluated and measured with 38 total
paid locations. Austin Raymond Construction is currently performing sidewalk
replacement in the Waterview and Springtree subdivisions. They are pouring concrete
on Main St. and Oliver intersection, and Evergreen Dr.
CDBG Alleys – 2017
Contractor is working on setting the concrete forms for two alleys and will continue
working on the subgrade in preparation for subgrade density testing.

Schrade Bluebonnet Park/Spirit of Rowlett Memorial
Denco finished the base for the sculpture and started constructing the seat wall. All the
trees have been placed and the Parks Department is completing the irrigation system.

Lynwood Pipebursting
The Pipebursting crew is preparing the west end of Lynwood Dr. for an upcoming pull to
replace 500 feet of water main. This project is in conjunction with the pavement and
storm sewer improvements approved in the bond election.

Meter Replacement Program
Utilities staff replaces approximately 2500 water meters every year to keep in line with
our 12-year meter replacement program. 1-2 staff members are dedicated to this task
every day to make sure the life of a water meter does not exceed 12 years.

Dead-end Flushing
To ensure quality drinking water reaches the residents of Rowlett, the Water Quality
Crew flushes over 130 dead end main lines per month. This flushing keeps the water from
sitting in the lines too long which would cause the chlorine to dissipate. Most times this is
done using a fire hydrant attached to the dead-end main. Pictured here is one of
several quick-connect flush points.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Action Center is your one-stop-shop, offered by the City of Rowlett to assist citizens.
Available online 24-7 to report a problem or concern OR you can call
972.412.6100 weekdays from 8am to 5pm to report any issues or ask questions.
Our Purpose Is To Serve.
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