A Weekly Update from City Hall

FRIDAY@ 5
Top Stories for Week Ending 01.11.19

THE place to live, work and play.

COMMUNITY INVESTMENT PROGRAM (CIP)
PROJECT UPDATE
Lake Country Estates Reconstruction Project – Phase 1
Project Scope:
Rebuild streets, sidewalks, curbs, drainage
systems, street trees and lighting on Llano St.,
Southridge Dr., Westview Dr. and west Lynnwood
Dr. Contact Tony Creonte or Robert Harris.
Project Status:
Contractor set up and poured the southbound
lane of Southridge Dr. from Westview Dr. to Lynnwood Dr. The sidewalk
pour on the north side of Llano St. from Herfurth Park to Skyline Dr. are
complete. Contractor is setting up to pour the sidewalk at the Village of
Rowlett Connector and the sidewalk at Osage Dr. weather permitting,
they should pour on Friday, January 11th.
Highland Meadows Reconstruction Project – Phase 2
Highland Meadows Reconstruction Project – Phase 1 – FINISHED
Project Scope:
Replace water/sewer lines, storm inlets and storm
line; Willowbrook Dr. from Dalrock Rd. to Miami
Dr.; Westfield Dr. from Linda Vista Dr. to Miami Dr.
and remaining part of Miami Dr. Sidewalks and
lighting will mirror Phase 1. Contact John Massad
or Steven Wingo.
Project Status:
Quality Excavation was awarded the contract for Highland Meadows
Reconstruction Phase 2. The public meeting is scheduled for January 24th,
6pm at City Hall. The construction is scheduled to start on January 28th.
Dalrock Estates Reconstruction Project – Phase 2
Dalrock Estates Reconstruction Project – Phase 1 – FINISHED
Project Scope:
Replace water/sewer lines, storm inlets and some
storm lines. Replace Kensington Dr. and Chesham
Dr. and remaining portions of Highgate Ln. and
Yorkshire Dr. not done in Phase 1. Sidewalks and
lighting will mirror Phase 1. Contact John Massad
or Steven Wingo.

Important City Meetings
City Council –
Regular Meetings: Jan. 15, Feb. 5
& 19, 5:30pm @ City Hall
Special Meetings: None at this
time
P&Z Commission – Jan. 22, Feb.
12 & 26,6:30pm @ City Hall
Animal Shelter Board – TBD,
7:30pm @ City Hall
Arts & Humanities Commission –
Feb. 12, 6:30pm @Library
Board of Adjustment – TBD,
6:30pm @ City Hall
Community Investment Advisory
Board – March 4, May 5, 6pm @
City Hall **Meets Bi-monthly
NOW**
Diversity Commission – Jan. 16,
6:30pm @ City Hall
Economic Development Advisory
Board – No meeting on Jan. 15
Golf Advisory Board – Feb. 5,
8am @ City Hall
Library Advisory Board – Feb. 14,
6:30pm @ Library
Parks & Rec Advisory Board –
Feb. 13, 7pm @ RCC
Senior Advisory Board – **Moved
to Jan. 28, 10am @ City Hall**
Youth Advisory Council – Jan. 21,
6pm @ RCC

Project Status:
Phase 2 of the Dalrock Estates project is set to begin this month. The Neighborhood meeting is scheduled for
January 17th, 6pm at City Hall.
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CITY MANAGER’S OFFICE
City of Rowlett facilities including City Hall, Community
Centre, Community Development, Municipal Court, Library
and Animal Shelter will be closed Monday, January 21st for
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.
FCC will run garbage and recycle collection on normal days.
Police, Fire, and Emergency Medical Services will remain in operation. In case
of emergencies, please call 9-1-1.
Join us Tuesday, January 15th, 7:30 P.M. at City Hall for
the Mayor's Annual State of the City Address. Mayor
Tammy Dana-Bashian presents this annual address at
the second regular City Council meeting in January
and everyone is encouraged to attend and hear her
report on the City’s numerous 2018
accomplishments, as well as the outlook going
forward for 2019.
As with all City Council meetings, this address will be aired live on RTN16
(the City’s Cable Access Channel), and available via streaming.
The City of Rowlett Neighborhood Life Office is
excited to announce Jeanine Langford as the
January recipient of the Spirit of Rowlett Award! This
award is to publicly recognize ordinary residents
doing extra-ordinary things in our community, and
they’re nominated by YOU – the citizens of Rowlett.
A tireless Animal Shelter volunteer, Jeanine was
nominated by several Rowlett residents. She is there
nearly every day and knows each of the dogs by name as well as by
personality. She pays particular attention to the sick or traumatized dogs
that come in, giving them the love and comfort they need to heal and
helping them cope with the stressful environment. Recently, she organized
a group of volunteers to complete a small “bucket list” for a very ill shelter
dog, allowing her to enjoy love, green grass, burgers and car trips in her
last days. And of course she was with the dog when she passed making
sure her final hours were filled with peace and love ❤️.

In the Community
ACTION CENTER – Contact us
online 24-7 OR week days, 8am5pm at 972-412-6100.
Low Cost Vaccination Clinic –
Feb. 3, 2-5pm @ Liberty Grove
Animal Hospital
Newcomer’s Guide to Gardening
– Jan. 12, 8am – 1pm @ Collin
College Conference Center
CPR Class – Jan. 19, 8:30am 12:30pm @ RCC**Offered
Quarterly Now**
CITY OFFICES CLOSED – Jan. 21 for
Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
FCC – Trash/recycle collection will
not be interrupted on Jan. 21.
Chamber of Commerce 40th
Annual Awards Banquet – Jan. 26,
7pm @ Hyatt Place Garland
City Academy – Jan. 31, 6:30pm
@ City Hall

Jeanine is such a staple at the shelter that she has her own rocking chair to rock and comfort injured and
frightened animals. She has also been known to foster and adopt a dog or two from the shelter. Jeanine also
volunteers with Friends of Rowlett Animals and is a staple in the organization. Finally, since she is at the shelter on
a daily basis, Jeanine is able to meet many of the people who come in to adopt a new pet and is able to make
great recommendations so that they get a pet that is suited to their lifestyle, and the dog gets the home that
meets his/her needs. Her work has greatly contributed to the health and welfare of the animals of Rowlett, which
in turn contributes to the health and happiness of our citizens!
Do you know a local hero? Nominate them so we can share with them with other! This is a great way to say
“Thank you” to those who have encouraged, supported and acted in a way that has impacted you in your
everyday life. We look forward to hearing from you and to providing this recognition for good deeds, done well!
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We're really excited to share that after 20 years of serving the community, Life
Message, Inc. is opening their new Veterans Resource & Outreach Center (aka
VROC) in Rowlett, which will focus on meeting the rising needs of veterans and their
families. It is located at 4210 Industrial St., Building 100. Visit www.lifemessage.org

Volunteer Hours for December 2018
FTE – 9.0
Cost savings - #38,386.77 (based on
The Independent Sector’s Texas rate of
$24.69 per volunteer hour)

CITY SECRETARY’S OFFICE
At this week’s City Council Meeting, Marine Corps veteran Jeffrey
Gray was honored and recognized as a Rowlett Vet. Mr. Gray was
also gifted a beautiful hand-stitched quilt from the Quilts of Valor
organization (https://www.qovf.org/).
A familiar figure to anyone who drives the SH 66 bridge between
Rowlett and Rockwall, Mr. Gray walks the bridge daily carrying a
large US flag, and drivers often honk, wave and cheer him on. A
tireless advocate for veterans, Mr. Gray dedicates his walks to them.
“I started walking the 66 bridge about 4 years ago and carrying the US flag when I walk, I have logged
close to 3,000 miles. I received permission to place out 22 US flags on the bridge on Memorial Day, 4th of
July, 9-11, and Veterans Day. I walk each day for my brothers and sisters in arms and to bring attention to
the military and first responders suicides which combined are over 30 a day.” – Jeffrey Gray
In collaboration with Third Watch Law Enforcement Motorcycle Club (LE MC) – a brotherhood of police,
firefighters and military, both current and honorably retired, that share the common goal of assisting and
recognizing veterans – the City Council instituted the Rowlett Veterans Recognition Program to show
appreciation to those members in our community who have dedicated their time in service to our nation.
This program also helps bring awareness to veterans’ issues – what is being done in our community and
what is still needed.
We encourage all Rowlett citizens to show their appreciation to this gentleman and his family for their
service to our Country and to our community.

Are you interested in serving your community? The Rowlett City Council General Election is
coming up in May.
The positions available on the ballot for the May 4, 2019 General Election are:
• Mayor
• Councilmember Place 2
• Councilmember Place 4
• Councilmember Place 6
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Anyone interested in running for any of these positions may Request a City Council Candidate Guide. This
guide provides all the forms and information needed in order to become a candidate.
First day to file application for a place on the ballot: Wednesday, January 16 th at 8am. Last day to file:
Friday, February 15th at 5pm. Last day to file as a write-in candidate: Tuesday, February 19th at 5pm.
(PLEASE NOTE: these deadlines are mandated by state law and are FIRM.)
For additional information, please contact the Office of the City Secretary or call the Action Center at 972412-6100.
Register to Vote
The last day to register to vote or to make a change of address to be effective for the
Saturday, May 4, 2019 General Election is April 5, 2019.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
Lexie’s and Dos Chavos Restaurant are coming to Main Street. Lexie’s is an
online retail store and 3811 Main will be owner Alexis Tucker’s first storefront.
Alexis hopes to open in March and is excited to be a part of downtown. Dos
Chavos owners, Martha and Salvador, hope to open at 3813 Main in March
or April.

Proverb Coffee’s storefront at 3837 Main St. is now called The Modern
Well.

Proverb Coffee still exists as a coffee cart business.

Higher Nutri-zone, a smoothie and juice bar, had its’ Chamber Ribbon Cutting
Thursday, January 10th. They are located at 9400 Lakeview Parkway, Suite 103.

Joey Grisham, Assistant Director of Economic Development, is attending the ICSC Red River States
Conference & Deal Making conference in Fort Worth this week. On Monday, January 7 th, Joey and
Economic Development Specialist Lexie Woodward, attended the second meeting of the Village of
Rowlett Downtown Association.

FIRE DEPARTMENT
CPR Class held Saturday, January 19th – Rowlett Fire Rescue sponsors the
American Heart Association Standard First Aid/CPR class, which is $30 & open to
anyone 16 years and up. Students receive a book and a two-year course
completion card. Classes are held quarterly, call 972.412.6230 for more
information or to register!
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The Rowlett Citizen Corps Council (RCCC) is holding a two-day Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT) class on Saturdays, February 2nd and 9th, 8am to
6pm. During a natural or man-made disaster, CERT teams assist Public Safety teams
in doing damage assessment, accounting for residents and securing quick,
accessible routes into their neighborhood. Teams also help search for missing
persons, and assist with evacuations, traffic control, courtesy patrols and City events.
RCCC is actively recruiting residents to be trained in the CERT program, which includes Disaster Medical
Operations, Light Search and Rescue, and Fire Suppression following FEMA guidelines. The class is open to
the public. A course fee of $20 covers class administrative expenses. For more information or to register for
class, visit RowlettCERT.com.
The 43rd Annual National Weather Service SKYWARN basic and
advanced storm-spotter training day for Dallas County is Saturday,
February 16th from 9am-4:30pm at the Granville Arts Center in Garland.
This is a great FREE opportunity for anyone with an interest in weather
or weather preparedness – not just for those wishing to become storm
spotters. The basic portion runs 9am-12pm and the advanced portion
runs 1:30pm-4:30pm, no registration is required. For more information,
please visit https://www.weather.gov/skywarn/.

LIBRARY
Kids and adults searched for the perfect building blocks to
assemble cars, boats and mansions on Saturday, January
5th, at the Library’s “Bricks and Books” program. Winter
Reading Program participants also enjoyed choosing books
and prizes at the end-of-program party held that day.
Young readers who met all 25 requirements were entered
into a prize drawing for a Target gift card.
Saturday, January 12th is a Winter Wonderland. Design
your very own unique snowflake and enjoy the movie,
“Frozen.”

PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT
On Wednesday, January 9th, the City of Rowlett was officially inducted into the Rowlett
Adult Softball “Wall of Fame” as the 2018 Specialty Partner of the Year. The City of
Rowlett and the Rowlett Adult Softball Organization have had a great partnership for
many years and we are excited to be offered this honor! Rowlett Adult Softball offers
adult softball leagues and tournaments at Community Park over 150 days per year
and brings approximately 100,000 players and fans to Rowlett, Texas each year.
Looking to join a new gym for your New Year’s resolution? Look no further! The Rowlett
Community Centre has the solution for you. From January 2 nd – January 18th, join the Rowlett
Community Centre for one year and receive 20% off your membership. This is valid for
residents and non-residents; proof of residency is required. Already a member? No worries,
because we have you covered! Current Rowlett Community Centre members will receive
10% off when you renew your membership for one year. For more information, please call the
Rowlett Community Centre at 972.412.6170. Memberships must be completed onsite at the
Rowlett Community Centre.
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The Rowlett Parks and Recreation Department is excited for our annual Little
Sweetheart Dance on Saturday, February 2nd, at the Rowlett Community Centre from 7
– 9pm. New this year, we are welcoming ALL to this exciting evening. Moms, dads,
sons, daughters, grandparents, grandchildren, we are excited to have everyone
celebrate our Midnight Masquerade. Dance the evening away in your coolest mask.
The cost for the Little Sweetheart Dance is $40 per couple, which includes a keepsake
photo, light refreshments, and memories to last a lifetime! $15 for each additional
person. Call the Rowlett Community Centre at 972.412.6170 for more information.
Tickets will sell out quickly, so register TODAY!

POLICE DEPARTMENT
Please welcome Shane Box, Wyatt Hawkins, Hunter Hornick and James Clark
who were sworn in on January 8 th, as Rowlett Police Officers.
Welcome aboard and thank you for your enthusiasm and your desire to serve!

Rowlett is honored with two more VIPS! Officer Reeves
swore in Joe Bingham and Bob Dodge on January 8th
during the monthly VIPS meeting. Thank you for
volunteering!

The Rowlett Police Department would like to say thank you to Elizabeth Nyore! Our
very own Sgt. Baldwin was injured in the line of duty and Elizabeth, who was
nearby during the time of the incident, came to his aid during his time of need.
Sgt. Baldwin is back on his feet now and he visited her today to tell her thank you.
It is support from citizens like Elizabeth that help make our job so much easier.
Thank You Elizabeth!! And welcome back Sgt. Baldwin!

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
SCHRADE RD. PUBLIC SAFETY TRAINING CENTER
McMahon Contracting ran roughly 900 feet of water line and the manhole on the north
side of Schrade Rd. was installed. They will be shutting down lanes on Schrade Rd.
starting on Monday, January 14th to run the water line across the road.

ANNUAL CONTRACT FOR CONCRETE SIDEWALK, CURB, GUTTER AND UTILITY CUT REPAIR
AND MAINTENANCE
FY2019 50/50 Sidewalk Program currently has 73 locations evaluated & measured, 1
water/sewer repair and 65 curb repairs scheduled. Austin Raymond Construction
completed driveway, sidewalk and alley repairs in the Lake Country and Springfield
Addition Ph. 2 subdivisions.
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TxDOT SIGNAL IMPROVEMENT ON STATE HIGHWAY 66
TxDOT began a traffic signal improvement project along SH 66 (Lakeview Parkway) on
Monday, January 7th. All nine intersections on SH 66 will be improved, starting on the
west side at Dexham Rd. The work at each intersection will last about one week, with
work to occur during non-rush hours (between approximately 9am-3pm). Please be
aware that the signal will be in “all way” red flash mode when possible or temporary
stop signs will be utilized to control the intersection during the installation.
This is a highly anticipated improvement and great news for traffic flow along SH66! Benefits include all new
equipment with the latest technology managing our signals on SH 66. Also, as with other new signals around
town, a yellow flashing arrow is replacing the green ball for unprotected left turns, this is mandated for new
signals by the Texas Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.
TxDOT HOLDING PUBLIC HEARING FOR PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS TO I-30
TXDOT is holding a Public Hearing regarding proposed improvements to I-30 from Bass Pro Drive in Dallas
County to west of Farm-to-Market (FM) 2642 in Dallas and Rockwall Counties.
Thursday, January 31, 2019
Royse City High School Cafeteria
700 S. FM 2642
Royse City, TX 75189
Open House: 6pm
Formal Hearing: 7pm
Proposed improvements to I-30 would reconstruct and/or widen this highway from Bass Pro Drive in Dallas
County to west of FM 2642 in Rockwall County, approximately 17 miles through the Cities of Garland,
Rowlett, Rockwall, Mobile City, Fate, and Royse City. Beginning at Bass Pro to Horizon, the proposed
improvements would widen this existing section of the roadway to accommodate adding shoulders along
the existing 4 mainlanes (currently 3 lanes and one auxiliary lane in each direction). From Dalrock Rd. to SH
205, the proposed improvements would reconstruct and widen this section from six mainlanes (3 lanes in
each direction) to eight mainlanes (4 lanes in each direction), and would reconstruct the four discontinuous
frontage roads (2 lanes in each direction) to six-lane continuous frontage roads (3 lanes in each direction),
to include bicycle and pedestrian accommodations crossing Lake Ray Hubbard. Read more here.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Action Center is your one-stop-shop,
Offered by the City of Rowlett to assist
citizens. Call 972.412.6100
Our Purpose Is To Serve!
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