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Economic Development
This month, I’d like to talk about Economic Development in our town. Rowlett
strives to foster a vibrant economy that effectively integrates commercial,
retail, and lake-oriented development with rich employment opportunities
and a sustainable and diversified tax base. The City of Rowlett Economic
Development Department helps our existing businesses grow and actively
recruits new development as we continue to broaden the commercial tax
base. We also enjoy a strong partnership with the Rowlett Chamber of
Commerce, who represent and promote the economic well-being of our
business community.
The City is currently experiencing phenomenal growth and development.
Today, we have major, high-quality projects going vertical in every corner of
the City. While these projects would be amazing in and of themselves, add in
Bayside and Sapphire Bay and we anticipate $1.5 billion in private investment
– it’s truly transformational!

I recently attended the North Texas
Commercial Association of Realtors
Commercial Real Estate and Developer
Expo. The Expo is a great opportunity
for commercial real estate professionals
to gather new market information, meet
the most active developers, discover the
latest products, and network with some of
the industry’s top brokers.

Rowlett is a great place to
be with a bright future. The
combination of enhanced
access to our community via
the President George Bush
Turnpike and DART Light
Rail, and the City’s 2019
Comprehensive Land Use
Plan has allowed us to realize
the high-quality development
and amenities it deserves and
has long desired.
Mayor Tammy Dana-Bashian
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Economic Development Strategic Plan

The Rowlett City Council will formally adopt the plan on October 15.

Since 2002, the City has been preparing Economic Development
Strategic Plans on average every five years to assist in guiding
development in coordination with the City’s Comprehensive Plan.
Economic Development Strategic Plans were completed in 2002, 2007,
and the last plan was adopted by City Council in 2013 after the adoption
of Realize Rowlett 2020.
An important insight gained through this strategic planning process was
the realization that now is the time to “think big” about the economic
future of Rowlett. Due to the rapid pace of growth over the past 10
years, only 22.4% of the City’s total land mass remains available for
development, therefore the opportunity to make significant impacts on
the economic future is limited. Furthermore, the strength of the Dallas
Fort Worth Metroplex economy is such that Rowlett finds itself in a
highly competitive marketplace.
For Rowlett, with its history as a suburban bedroom community,
economic vitality for the future of the community hinges on both the
expansion of the non-residential tax base and the diversification of
housing options. With its strategic access to a major highway network,
connection to the Dallas Area Rapid Transit rail line linking Downtown
Rowlett to Downtown Dallas, and the adjacency to Lake Ray Hubbard,
Rowlett is well-positioned to accomplish both.

As a result of the recently
adopted 2018 Strategic Plan,
several strategic goals and
priorities were identified as
the basis for the Economic
Development Strategic Plan.
Successful development of the Sapphire
Bay project
Successful office campus and mixed-use
development in the North Shore
Attraction of specialty retail, restaurant,
and high-quality commercial projects
Steady growth in local employment and
the creation of high-paying professional
jobs
Creation and leverage of innovative
public/private development partnerships

The City has established both Municipal Management Districts and Ta x
Increment Reinvestment Zones to facilitate the creative public/private
partnerships necessary to realize the vision. Furthermore, the Rowlett
Chamber of Commerce is an essential strategic partner in sustaining and
expanding the community’s economic vitality. The Chamber’s focus
on workforce development, business education, creating a welcoming
business climate, and its promotion of community spirit and quality of
life directly reinforce the City’s strategic priorities.
The Economic Development Strategic Plan is a 10-year plan and
should adjust with market conditions and vision. Having plans in place,
however, is not enough. We will need to continue our ongoing efforts
to raise the community’s profile at regional, national, and international
levels.

“

Our 2019 Comprehensive Plan establishes the vision for the physical

Foster Economic Vitality

development of the
City from the present
day to ultimate buildout. It provides for a
carefully integrated and
thoughtfully planned
growth
pattern
incorporating single
family and multifamily residential,
office, commercial
and retail, light
industrial,
and
downtown and resort
destination development.

Read the
Economic Development Strategic Plan

“

An Economic Development Strategic Plan provides the framework and
guidance for developing annual work plans and budgeting objectives
for the economic development department while ensuring synergy with
the City’s Strategic Plan and 2019 Comprehensive Plan Update. This
plan was developed over the course of many months with input from
City staff, the Economic Development Advisory Board and the City’s
consultant, Jason Claunch with Catalyst Commercial.

Economic Development Advisory Board

Mission Statement
The Board advises the City Council on economic development
strategies that promote and foster private investment and job creation to
ensure a sustainable business environment for Rowlett.
Duties and responsibilities of the Economic Development Advisory
Board include promoting the economic development of the community.
The Board is comprised of seven regular members plus several Ex
Officio members as follows:
Members
Drew Howard - Chair
Barry Young - Vice Chair
Tammy Dana-Bashian - Mayor
Mick Donnelly - Mayor’s Designee
Michael Smith - Regular Member
Elaine Ritchie - Regular Member
Chris Kizziar - Chamber Member
Whitney Laning - Rowlett Chamber Foundation, Ex Officio
Brian Funderburk - City Manager, Ex Officio
Michael Gallops - Chamber Director, Ex Officio
Lawrence Glick - GISD Board Member, Ex Officio

Rowlett has a vibrant, growing economy.
In the past three years alone, the City has added $457.6 million in new
construction and added approximately 2,000 jobs since 2014.

Rowlett Named the 8th Fastest Growing Community in the United States by the
US Census Bureau
Now Offering A Much More Diverse Set of Housing Options!

Rowlett citizens have long-desired more diverse housing options.
Places for their kids to live once they graduate and come home from
college. Places for seniors to live when they no longer need the large

home and big yard. Places for people who work in Rowlett, but don’t
necessarily want to buy the single-family home yet. Those options are
now a reality in Rowlett!

Luxury Apartment Living

Workforce Housing

The Village of Rowlett Apartments
Terra Lago
Harmony
Mansions at Bayside
Towers at Bayside
Mansions on the Lake (townhomes and apartments)

Senior Living

Evergreen (independent living)
Lakeview Pointe Senior Independent Living*
Lakeside Villas Assisted Living*
The Oaks at Liberty Grove (assisted living)
*under construction

Although we have single-family homes and luxury apartment living
already available in Rowlett, we currently have very few housing
options to offer our entry level police officers, firefighters, retail and
restaurant staff, teachers or recent grads. The Residences of Long
Branch, the project under construction on Rowlett Road at Kyle
Road, will provide this much-needed multifamily housing alternative.
We’re very excited about this development - for a long time now, we
have really wanted to offer affordable housing options to those who
come into Rowlett every day to work. The developer of this project,
Pedcor, will provide a certain number of workforce housing units with
strict qualifications potential renters must meet and adhere to. The
Residences of Long Branch will consist of 76 units in two three-story
buildings, along with a clubhouse.

New Businesses in 2019
Modern Well on Main Street
Redemption Barber Shop on Main Street
El Jefe Mexican Restaurant on Liberty Grove
Lexie’s on Main Street
Higher Nutrizone on SH 66
Sabaidee Lao & Thai Street Food on PGBT
KAS Salon on SH 66
MoodUp Hookah Lounge on SH 66
Specs Wine, Spirits & Finer Foods on SH 66

Book Club Café on Main Street
Rumdoul Asian Cuisine & Noodle House on SH66
Alta Vista Nursery on SH66
The Bump Birthing Center on Liberty Grove
All Storage Rowlett on Castle Dr.
Sylvan Learning Center on Dalrock
Spoons Frozen Yogurt on SH 66
Winfield’s Cookies & More on SH66
The Party Connection on SH66

To date, 175 new jobs were created, and Rowlett has seen $56,147,988 in private commercial investment.
Baylor Scott & White Medical Center –
Lake Pointe Expansion
This year, the hospital opened a $35
million, 70,000 square foot expansion
in February. The new 32-bed threestory tower not only houses postpartum, NICU, and the well-baby
nursery departments, but two 16-bed
medical/surgical patient units as well,
to better address the medical needs of
our community.

Sapphire Bay is projected to add nearly $1 billion in new taxable value,
resulting in nearly $165 million in revenue from property, sales and hotel
occupancy taxes through 2036.

What is Sapphire Bay?

A unique 117-acre, $1 billion mixed use surf-and-beach-based
waterfront development unlike any other in the country.
At a Town Hall Meeting held on Thursday, August 8 we introduced our new development
partner, Sapphire Bay Land Development, LLC, who shared our joint vision for the oneof-a-kind 117-acre tract of land located south of IH-30 at Dalrock Road. This vision has
the power to turn Rowlett into a resort destination, both for permanent residents as well as
day and short-stay visitors.
In particular, the 6.5-acre Crystal Lagoons water feature and island entertainment
component, with an incredible synchronized water and video show, will differentiate
Rowlett from other high-end communities in the area. Add in the competition-quality Surf
and Beach Club venue and Rowlett now becomes a national destination for both amateur
and professional surfers alike. We’re creating a public immersive experience featuring not
only surfing, but also kayaking, stand-up paddleboarding, waterpark features including
a lazy river, and private dining cabanas, all anchored by the amazing Crystal Lagoons
experience as well as the Surf and Beach Club.
And these amenities? They’re all part of Sapphire Bay’s Phase One, which will begin
construction within the next month! Phase One is expected to be complete in late 2023, to
coincide with the completion of TXDOT’s IH-30 improvements from Bass Pro to Dalrock
Road.
The total build-out is envisioned to include 1.4 million square feet of commercial space
and 1,600 residential units. Sapphire Bay is projected to add nearly $1 billion in new
taxable value, resulting in nearly $165 million in revenue from property, sales and hotel
occupancy taxes over the next 17 years.

Vision for
Attractions Includes:
Resort and conference center
Crystal Lagoons water feature
Island entertainment feature with
synchronized water & video show
Surf & Beach Club
World-class marina
Mixed use entertainment/
restaurants
Mixed use office/retail
Community parks
Hike-and-bike trails

Stop by and Visit...
Redemption Barber Shop recently named a finalist for the
Texas Downtown Association’s
Best Commercial Interior
Bankhead Brewing Co.
Book Club Cafe
Lexie’s Boutique
The Modern Well
Girlfriend’s Boutique
Main Street Events
Hot Diggity Dog Grooming
Main Street Cigar Company

Village of Rowlett Downtown

The Village of Rowlett Downtown is growing!

Steeped in history, this area was once located on the historic Bankhead Highway! Through its
planning efforts, the City of Rowlett set out to maintain an organic feel to downtown, embracing
its history while creating an urban environment. As one of the original Dallas Area Rapid Transit
(DART) member cities, our Downtown Rowlett Light Rail Station opened in 2012. The station
created opportunity for unique Transit-Oriented Developments, and the City created a Downtown
Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone to help spur additional development to provide needed
infrastructure improvements.
Over 10 years ago, the City Council made the decision to improve Main Street from an asphalt
road to concrete. Through a grant and other funding mechanisms, the clock tower, monuments and
landscaping were added. The clock tower has become a popular destination for photos, and nothing
says “Rowlett” quite like it!

Slater Lawn & Garden

www.
VillageOfRowlettDowntown.
com

This investment and the Realize Rowlett 2020 plan are key reasons downtown development has
progressed so successfully. The DFW area is growing at a rapid pace, so it was imperative the City
properly planned, attracting the best type of development to bring real value to our downtown The Village of Rowlett Downtown the result of many years of planning and much citizen input!
The Library now makes its home in the Village, and more restaurants and retail establishments are
on the way, providing different and unique choices for dining and shopping.
Add in the weekly spring-through-fall Farmer’s Market, spring and fall Main Street Markets, fun family
events such as the Taste of DiverCity, Summer Concerts on Main and Movies on Main, and The Village
of Rowlett Downtown really exudes the unique vibe Rowlett residents have long asked for.

What’s ahead inThe Village of Rowlett Downtown
Restaurants and More
The Mala family has purchased
3901 and 3913 Main Street and
are planning retail and restaurant
concepts for both locations.
The Mala’s have developed
restaurant concepts such as
Deno’s Kitchen, Cosa Nostra,
Mio Nonno Wood Fire Pizza &
Grill and Mio Nonno Trattoria, in
Rowlett, Flower Mound, Allen,
and Victory Park.

Global Site
Located at the Southwest Corner of the President
George Bush Turnpike and Main Street, the Global
Site is a vacant tract of land that is expected to be
transformed into a mixed-use development to include
a hotel, apartments, and retail/restaurants. It is also
located adjacent to Herfurth Park, which will undergo
a $6 million renovation in the coming years. Phase
1 is a commercial project and Phase 2 is a multifamily project. Infrastructure work (sanitary sewer)
has begun, but no formal plan submittals for vertical
development have been submitted.

Main Street Reconstruction Project
Funded through the 2015 Bond Election,
this project includes not only rebuilding
Main Street and its infrastructure from the
roundabout to PGBT, but also carrying the
downtown look and feel on through with
wide sidewalks, parking, landscaping and
streetscaping. The project also includes the
construction of a dedicated right-turn-only
lane from the PGBT access road onto Main
Street at Rowlett High School. The project
should be complete next spring.

North Shore Commercial District

With over 1,300 available acres of privately-owned land prime for
commercial development, our North Shore Commercial District
provides a one-of-a-kind opportunity to bring more businesses
with quality jobs and diversify the local economy.
Strategically located on the President George Bush Turnpike, the North Shore Commercial
District is envisioned as a commercial district and employment hub. As a part of the Realize
Rowlett 2020 Comprehensive Plan, the Rowlett City Council authorized the North Shore
Planning Initiative that included a market study, property owner outreach and consensus
building, illustrative master plan, and creation of new development types.
The City’s vision for the North Shore Commercial District is to identify companies and
businesses that desire access to a diverse employment base, high standards of building
development, clusters of restaurants, and available public amenities including walking trails
and parks. With the recent influx of companies into the DFW Metroplex, especially in the
Plano, Richardson, and Frisco area, Rowlett is well-situated to capitalize on the continued
growth in our area.
In order to attract the right type of industries, the City developed a Target Industry and Market
Feasibility Analysis in 2016 to better understand the existing conditions and market, which
influences the development patterns in the area. The analysis provided valuable information
to develop the North Shore subarea plan, as well as a business recruitment strategy for new
companies. While the study helped develop the plans, the timing of the development within
North Shore depends on the availability of infrastructure, support of property owners and
policy and regulations to ensure this will remain primarily a commercial district.

Top Four Targets for the
NorthShore Commercial
District
Advanced Manufacturing
Business/Professional
Services
Educational Services
Health Care & Life Sciences

Coming Soon!

Update on the projects you see around town.
Construction is underway on the Home2 Suites by Hilton and Retail Center. Located
on Sunset Boulevard in Bayside (north side of Dalrock and IH 30), Home2 Suites by
Hilton Rowlett will house 107 rooms within four stories and 13,500 square feet of
retail on a 3.08-acre site. Visit http://rowlettonthemove.com/news.php to view the
press release.
Panera Bread, located in the Shoppes and Lakeview currently under construction

on the corner of PGBT and SH 66, plans to open this fall. Other businesses in this
development will include Jersey Mike’s and Pacific Dental.
Beverage Depot on SH 66 near PGBT is currently working through some final items to

receive their Certificate of Occupancy from the City.

Dos Chavos will relocate next door to Lexie’s on Main Street – they hope to be open in

their new space by January 2020.

Under construction or underway soon

Golden Chick on SH 66 west of Dalrock
Texadelphia, The Original Texas Cheesesteak on SH 66 west of Dalrock
24 Hour Fitness on SH 66 near Sprouts

Stay up to date with Economic Development in Rowlett
View the quarterly Rowlett By The Numbers Report
View the City of Rowlett Economic Development Community Profile
Visit www.RowlettOnTheMove.com

