Community Investment Program

Bond Election

VOTE Saturday, May 1, 2021
PROPOSITION A
Paving & Drainage

$19,499,000

PROPOSITION B

Parks, Trails &
Recreational Facilities

$7,365,000

PROPOSITION C
Public Safety

$2,286,000

If passed, residents will NOT experience an increase to the City tax rate!

The City of Rowlett will hold a Community
Investment Program bond election on May 1, 2021.
$29.15 million bond package in three propositions to fund
Paving & Drainage; Parks, Trails & Recreational Facilities;
and Public Safety projects.

Residents of Rowlett are asked to go to the polls on Saturday, May 1 to consider
authorizing the issuance of general obligation bonds in the amount of $29.15 million for
three bond propositions. Each of these projects was carefully considered and proposed
by the Council-appointed Community Investment Advisory Board, and the City Council
voted unanimously to place these propositions on the ballot for citizens’ consideration.

How were the projects to be included in the bond package identified?
In 2016, the City Council appointed citizens
and established the Community Investment
Advisory Board (CIAB) as a permanent
Board to guide the Capital Improvement
Plan (CIP) and provide recommendations
to the City Council for proposed bond
elections. The CIAB has been meeting
since November 2016, touring City
streets, parks and facilities in an effort

to develop a comprehensive project list
and funding options that are then refined
and presented to the City Council for
approval. The CIAB welcomed citizen input
to assist in the identification of projects
through social media, an online project
identification webpage, RTN16 broadcasts,
email and hand-written suggestions, and
conversations.

How is this possible with no tax rate increase?o
Up until 2015, it had been nearly 10 years
since the last measureable governmental
bonds were issued. As a result, the City has
a large curve where bonded indebtedness
will significantly drop off in the near future.

Early Voting

April 19 - April 27

Election Day

Saturday, May 1
7 A.M. - 7 P.M.
Visit Rowlett.com for
more information.

This provides an opportunity to capture
some of that capacity, through a series of
bonds issued over the next three years, all
without a City tax rate increase.

Despite the bond issuances
in 2015 and 2018, there
still remains significant
bond capacity.
The chart to the right
represents the ability to
issue bonds over the next
three years without a tax
rate increase.
This capacity could
provide significant
funding for streets,
alleys, neighborhood
improvements, public
safety and other needs.

2021 Bond Capacity

Proposition A

PAVING & DRAINAGE
$19,499,000*

Phase 2 Lakeland Heights - $1,634,000

Wet Zone Waterpark - $765,000

Concrete Pavement Replacement $3,000,000

Trail Construction - $2,000,000

Installing a new drainage system, pavement and sidewalks, street trees, and decorative
street lighting on portions of Lisa Drive, Leanne Lane, and Sandra Lane.
Removing and installing failed street pavement panels throughout the City of Rowlett.

Lisa Drive

Pavement
Replacement

Merritt Interconnector - $2,000,000

Project includes upgrades to Wet Zone Waterpark, including new thematic painting for
the facility, new features for Turtle Cove, new shade structures, and new fencing.
Project will focus on completing additional trails on the trail priority list, including Garner,
Fuqua, Spinnaker Point and Schrade Road Trail.

Funds required to secure future grant dollars for constructing an interconnector for
Liberty Grove to PGBT, including drainage system, pavement, bridge, sidewalks, street
trees, and decorative street lighting. This project was designed with previous bond
funding.

Erosion Control - $500,000

Long Branch Creek Erosion Control - $2,735,000

Community Park - $500,000

Removing failing creek channel areas and stabilizing with gabion baskets, Turf
Reinforcement Mat, and other methods of erosion protection. It is estimated that five of
the worst areas, which are located east of Rowlett Road and south of Miller Road, can
be stabilized based on the estimated cost for survey, design and construction.

Phase 1 & 2 Toler Business Park - $2,157,000

Design Phases 1 & 2, and construct Phase 1. Project includes new pavement, drainage,
sidewalks and street lighting.
Phase 1 – Century Drive, Vaughn Drive to Rowlett Road.
Phase 2 – Lawing Lane, Vaughn Drive and Singleton Street.

Merritt
Interconnector

Proposition B

PARKS, TRAILS &
RECREATIONAL FACILITIES
$ 7,365,000*

Wet Zone

Project addresses lake erosion control in Scenic Point Park, Lakeside Park South, and
Paddle Point Park. All Lake Ray Hubbard erosion control methods are subject to approval
by the City of Dallas.
Baseball, softball and t-ball sports field upgrades and improvements.

Herfurth Park - $3,600,000

Design and construct Herfurth Park renovations, which will include the Active Play Zone
and Main Street Zone. This funding, along with funding from 2018, will complete the
renovation of Herfurth Park.

Community Park

Herfurth Park

Phase 1 & 2 Country Aire Estates - $1,144,000

Design Phases 1 & 2, and construct Phase 1. Project includes new pavement, drainage,
sidewalks and street lighting.
Phase 1 – Salzburg Drive from Chiesa Road to Acapulco Drive.
Phase 2 – Swiss Way from Acapulco Drive and Salzburg Drive from Acapulco Drive to
Richmond Court.

Alley Reconstruction Program - $2,000,000

Design and reconstruct approximately six alleys to City’s current standards. Drainage
improvements may be required for certain alleys.

Long Branch
Creek

East Industrial Street - $4,829,000

Design and construct Industrial Street from PGBT to the DART Station Parking Lot. The
project will add boulevard-style sidewalks, landscaping and street lighting.

What is a Capital Improvement Plan (CIP)?
Recognizing community needs and balancing
demands with the funding available, the CIP is a multiyear plan outlining the goals and objectives regarding the
development, modernization or replacement of physical
public infrastructure and facilities. It identifies, implements
and manages these community improvement projects.
For a project to be defined as a ‘capital project’, it should
generally exceed $25,000 in cost, be a non-recurring

expense, provide long-term benefit and be an addition
to the City’s fixed assets. The project evaluation process
combines input from citizens, the CIAB, City staff,
and the City Council, and includes addressing existing
infrastructure needs, planning for future growth, as well
as responding to the quality of life wants and needs of our
community. The CIP will prioritize the identified projects
into yearly plans based on these categories.

Proposition C

PUBLIC SAFETY
$2,286,000*

Outdoor Warning System - $1,336,000

Purchase and install a new outdoor warning system, including Whelen
10-cell omni directional sirens, lightning detection in major parks, cameras,
weather stations, and fiber connection.

Sapphire Bay
Fire/PD Station

Joint Fire/Police Station at Sapphire Bay - $950,000

Project includes design of the joint fire/police station at Sapphire Bay.
Construction will be included in a future bond election.

Includes the cost of issuance of the bonds and related expenses.

*

“

The 2021 bond election, if passed, will enable us to construct the
projects identified without an increase to the City’s tax rate.
I encourage everyone to come out on May 1 and let your voice be heard!
Mayor Tammy Dana-Bashian

The Community Investment Advisory
Board used the following criteria when
ranking potential projects to ensure
the priorities established by the City
Council were met.
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→

Transportation and Circulation
Public Safety
Existing Infrastructure
Existing Facilities
Revitalization and Balanced Growth
Quality of Life
Regulatory Compliance
Availability of External Funding
Impact on Operational Budget
Project Timing and/or Location
Special Considerations

43 identified projects totaling over $147
million were considered by the CIAB while
developing the slate of projects eventually
presented to the City Council for
their consideration.

More Information...
2021 Bond Election Information Meeting
Monday, April 12
Facebook - City of Rowlett, Texas
(@CityofRowlettTexas)
6:30 - 7:30 P.M.
Watch the meeting and ask questions without leaving home!

Visit Rowlett.com/2021Bond for more information.

Questions? Email 2021Bond@Rowlett.com.
Mayor Todd Gottel

