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Get Involved - Serve on a City Board or Commission!

June, 2021

Your City Council is extremely interested in hearing from the many different
voices in Rowlett. This is the time of year when we solicit citizens to serve,
so I would like to spend some time this month highlighting the City’s many
Boards and Commissions. Serving in this manner offers an opportunity to
share your knowledge and expertise and partner with your local government
to enhance the community in which you live!
I encourage you to become involved in the decisions that affect our
community each and every day. Participation is especially effective at the
local government level, as decision-making processes here are relatively
close to citizens, and the results of the adopted decisions are quickly felt.
To that point, I hope that you find a
board or commission of interest to
you.

I hope you and your family
have an opportunity to visit
The Wet Zone Waterpark soon
- Haley the Hippo tells me
we’re in for a fun summer!

So in closing, please consider giving
back to your community. The time
commitment is minor, but the results
have a huge impact. We all have the
opportunity to contribute to making
Rowlett the community we want it to
be...and together we will continue to
do so.

Mayor Tammy Dana-Bashian

Mayor Tammy
Dana-Bashian

City of Rowlett
4000 Main Street
Rowlett, TX 75088
972-412-6100
www.rowlett.com

Serve on a Board or Commission!
Apply at Rowlett.com/Serve, now through August 14.
Volunteering is the ultimate exercise in democracy.
You vote in elections once a year, but when you volunteer, you vote every day about
the kind of community in which you want to live.

Volunteer as
a Board or
Commission
Member
Have you been looking
for a way to become
more involved with the
decisions affecting YOUR
community? Then read
on! We’re looking for
committed residents willing
to volunteer a few hours
of their time each month
to serve on a board or
commission.
Rowlett citizens are
encouraged to participate
in their municipal
government through
service on various City
boards and commissions.
These volunteer boards
are composed of citizens
who are appointed by the
City Council.
Most positions are
appointed for terms
ranging from one to two
years. Other appointments
are made as necessary to
fill vacancies or when new
boards are created.

Application Process
The Rowlett City Council makes their annual Boards and Commissions appointments at
the end of September each year for terms to begin October 1. Applications are accepted
annually June 1 through August 14, and any applications received after that deadline are
kept on file through May 30 in case of mid-year vacancies. Interviews for 2021 will be held
virtually on Saturday, August 28, 2021.
Applications are available online at Rowlett.com, via email or in the City Secretary’s Office
at City Hall (4000 Main Street). To serve, one must be a resident of Rowlett and registered
to vote (unless under the age of 18). Teen applicants for the Rowlett Youth Advisory Council
must be Rowlett residents in the ninth, tenth, eleventh or twelfth grade. Teens may also
be appointed to serve on the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board as a Junior Alternate
Member. Completed applications can be dropped off at the City Secretary’s Office, faxed to
972-412-6118 or emailed to the City Secretary’s Office.
Currently seated Board/Commission members wishing to be reappointed should complete
the Reappointment Application June 1-30. If you are not seeking to be reappointed to your
current seat, but would like to be considered for a different Board/or Commission, please fill
out the application.

Boards and Commissions Meeting Dates and Times

TAKE AN ACTIVE ROLE IN YOUR COMMUNITY AND VOLUNTEER
FOR A CITY BOARD OR COMMISSION!
Animal Shelter Advisory Board

Duties and responsibilities include advising and assisting the City in complying with State
statutes regarding operation and maintenance of its animal shelter. Members are encouraged
to volunteer at the Rowlett Animal Shelter and participate during the Adopt-A-Thons.

“Involvement in your local government is the best way to influence
change. This year, the Animal Shelter Advisory Board completed a
full review of all animal related ordinances. We are currently exploring
grant opportunities that would allow the shelter to make much needed
improvements or implement an enrichment program for the animals in
their care.”
Deana Seigler
Chair, Animal Shelter Advisory Board
Arts & Humanities Commission

Duties and responsibilities of the Arts and Humanities Commission include encouraging the
development of, appreciation for and participation in the arts and humanities in the City of
Rowlett.This is facilitated through annual events such as Rowlett Sings, and contests including
Photography, Writing, and Young Artist.

“The Arts & Humanities Commission is one of the busiest commissions,
but we also have the most fun! Our commission has the privilege of
encouraging and promoting the arts amongst all citizens. The variety of
arts this represents, combined with the wide variety of talent our citizens
possess, keep our commission members involved year round. We
are excited to place a sculpture at Station 2 upon completion, and the
commission is dedicated to establishing an appropriate maintenance
schedule for all AHC sculpture pieces currently placed city-wide.
Service on a city board or commission is critically important to
understanding city operations and city government. Anyone wanting to
enter the political arena at the city level owes it to themselves, and the
citizens they want to serve, to be involved at the board or commission
level as a starting point. Citizens not interested in political service can
also still lend their skills and talents to the wide variety of interests served
by city boards and commissions. The general knowledge garnered
through my service on Arts & Humanities Commission has made me a
more knowledgeable citizen.”
Deborah Crosby
Chair, Arts & Humanities Commission
Board of Adjustment

Duties and responsibilities include hearing requests for variances and special exceptions to
the City’s Zoning Ordinance. As authorized by local ordinance and State law, the Board has
the power to decide special exceptions pursuant to the terms and intent of the ordinance and
grant such variances that are not contrary to the public interest and where literal enforcement
of the provisions of the ordinance would result in an unnecessary hardship.

Community Investment Advisory Board

Duties and responsibilities include providing recommendations to City Council on capital
project priorities and project selection; providing guidance on strategic recommendations to the
City Council with regard to capital projects; and providing recommendations to City Council
on guiding values for planning of capital projects. The Board provides recommendations to
City Council on the setting of projects slated for upcoming bond elections and represents
the City at public meetings and public outreach campaigns on the subject of capital projects.

I hope to see all of you at the Boards and Commissions Volunteer Fair!

TAKE AN ACTIVE ROLE IN YOUR COMMUNITY AND VOLUNTEER
FOR A CITY BOARD OR COMMISSION!
Ecomonic Development Advisory Board

This board is charged with promoting economic development within the community through the
coordinated actions of the City and the Rowlett Chamber of Commerce.

“We listen, provide input, understand as best we can the multitude of
economic dynamics that affect economic growth and stability across
many many aspects. This includes continuous updates of City economic
statistics from the smallest businesses and support structures, through
what’s happening in Austin, affecting everything from water to schools.
The most significant realization I have come to while being a participant
on this board is the total and undeniable commitment, knowledge,
information, hard work, vision, and transparency from the City of Rowlett
staff, chamber of commerce, and school districts. I am astounded always
by the depth and detailed knowledge base, synergy in information and
total commitment to the City and its success. After 18 yrs as a business
owner in the city of Rowlett I can assure you, we do not , nor could we
ever contemplate managing our affairs and information at such a high
level. I have worked for international and wall street companies and I can
assure you they do not match up to what we have going on here.
Throughout the pandemic, the city has not missed a single beat The
knowledge base increased, the calm disposition to stay on point and
manage all of the new variables and maintain momentum while the
country shut down was astonishing. In my opinion this already puts the
city in a very positive position strategically. We are out in front.
Why serve? There are a few that do a lot. Imagine if there was a lot doing
a little. Participation at any level is valuable, inspiring, fulfilling. There
are those who have a heavy “calling” for civic duty and dedicate many
hours for little or nothing materially. I have massive admiration for these
volunteers. But I know for a fact that there is something out there for
everyone. The COVID experience has had an impact on everyone’s life,
and while we were all hunkered keeping our personal responsibilities
upright, business went on in the city. If we appreciate the compromise,
difficulty factor, organization and commitment required to “keep the
lights on,” we should want to be a part of that at some level. It means
we are here to stay. Just as we take responsibility for the upkeep of our
homes, the City of Rowlett is our home. If you are like me, and you feel
you don’t match the caliber then the answer is to try it. Rest assured your
participation enhances the caliber. Be excited to put yourself out there.
The support structure is there for you!”
Mick Donnelly
Chair, Economic Development Advisory Board

Golf Advisory Board

Duties and responsibilities include acting in an advisory capacity to provide observations
and make recommendations to the City Council regarding operations and maintenance of
the municipal golf course, the Waterview Golf Course.

Library Advisory Board

Duties and responsibilities of the Library Advisory Board include advising the City Council
and staff liaison on issues pertaining to the Rowlett Public Library.

I hope to see all of you at the Boards and Commissions Volunteer Fair!

TAKE AN ACTIVE ROLE IN YOUR COMMUNITY AND VOLUNTEER
FOR A CITY BOARD OR COMMISSION!
Parks and Recreation Advisory Board

Duties and responsibilities include advising the City Council and staff in all matters pertaining to Parks
and Recreation. This Board is also charged with making recommendations to the City to help protect
and preserve the City’s environmental resources through education and recommending environmental
programs and services. This is done in coordination with appropriate State and Federal agencies. In
addition, the Board hears appeals on the decisions of the planning director in regards to enforcement
of the City’s noise ordinance as well as actions by neighborhood services staff enforcing the City’s
graffiti ordinance.

“Serving on the board gives me the opportunity to be involved in a
advisory role and be involved in activities sponsored by the board as well
as the Parks and Recreation Department as a whole. It’s important to
share our passion and help Rowlett as if the assets were in our backyard.
Being a voice can help our City leaders make the necessary decisions to
move forward!”
Mike DeLatte
Chair, Parks and Recreation Advisory Board
Planning and Zoning Commission

Duties and responsibilities of the Planning and Zoning Commission include processing and
initiating zoning cases at the request of property owners and/or their representatives with
respect to individual zoning cases; initiating zoning cases at the request or approval of the
City Council; hearing, recommending and/or determining any matter relating to planning or
subdivision control as may be specified by the subdivision ordinance or other applicable law;
and performing other such duties as may from time to time be assigned by the City Council.

Rowlett Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Commission

Duties and responsibilities include providing creative ideas and feedback from the community
on how to proactively engage all of the diverse groups in Rowlett, as well as serve as a
sounding board for proposed public policy.

“We, as members of the RDEIC, serve as representatives of Rowlett’s
diverse population. We exist to provide creative ideas and feedback
to foster mutual respect, integrity, and fairness in our community.
Bringing together various experiences and viewpoints is not easy, but
by celebrating our differences and learning from each other, together we
can enrich the vibrant culture of Rowlett. One highlight this year is the
partnership we formed with Mayor Tammy Dana-Bashian, City Manager
Brian Funderburk, and Police Chief Michael Godfrey to conduct a review
of a select set of the Rowlett Police Department policies. Our final
report was presented to City Council in May, along with Chief Godfrey’s
report of the policy changes the RPD incorporated. This process served
to open a dialog between the RPD and the community that increases
understanding, transparency, and accountability from both sides.
Serving on a board or commission is a great way to get involved and help
improve your community. Not only will you be more informed, as a board
or commission member you will have the opportunity to work directly with
City Council and staff to create positive change in our community. As
boards and commissions help inform the decisions of city leaders, it is
vitally important that their membership reflect the diverse experiences and
viewpoints of the Rowlett community. This means that no matter your
background or experience you have something valuable to contribute by
serving on a board or commission and we want you to join us!”
Diana Moore
Chair, Rowlett Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Commission

I hope to see all of you at the Boards and Commissions Volunteer Fair!

TAKE AN ACTIVE ROLE IN YOUR COMMUNITY AND VOLUNTEER
FOR A CITY BOARD OR COMMISSION!
Rowlett Youth Advisory Council

The Rowlett Youth Advisory Council is comprised of seven regular members and three alternates who
are high school sophomores, juniors or seniors. Duties and responsibilities include acting in an advisory
capacity to provide observations and make recommendations to the City Council regarding the needs
and wants of Rowlett’s youth; educating the youth participants in the local political process; members
will serve as messengers for the City of Rowlett and assist City Council in outreach to the youth in
Rowlett; and will assist the City by volunteering for local City events.

“Becoming involved with your community by serving on a board or
commission is one of the best things that you can do. Seeing the behindthe-scenes intricacies of different community and city departments is
mind-blowing. I would like fellow Rowlett citizens to know that the Youth
Advisory Council of Rowlett is always motivated to learn more, and help
utilize our age to connect with our peers, and also provide assistance
to various organizations in Rowlett to reach out to the youth in the most
successful manner. Our council is always willing to learn and to help
where we can.
Last year definitely caused a lot of uncertainty and I’m proud of the
various organizations in Rowlett that, even through a pandemic, still
provided help to those in need. Our council was able to organize a
canned food and water bottle drive, and I believe that helping those in
need is the best thing anyone can do.”
Carly Cavaness
Rowlett Youth Advisory Council
Senior Advisory Board

Duties and responsibilities of the Senior Advisory Board include providing participation by
local senior citizens in municipal government and to routinely report to the City Council the
conditions and needs of seniors within the community. The Board shall propose and make
recommendations concerning matters of importance to the senior citizen population of the City.

Are you looking for ways to make a difference in Rowlett
by participating in your municipal government?
I can tell you from firsthand experience that the best way
to affect change in your community is by serving it.
I hope one of these Boards and Commissions have
sparked your interest! If so, we have a spot for you!

For more information or to apply TODAY, visit Rowlett.com/Serve.
I hope to see all of you at the Boards and Commissions Volunteer Fair!

