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Fire Station 2 - Bond Project Complete!

August, 2021

This month, I’m highlighting a wonderful enhancement to our community – our
new Fire Station 2 facility! Protecting life and property is one of the most important
functions of local government, and one your City Council takes very seriously.
Providing a secure and safe environment for Rowlett residents, businesses, and
guests is among the City’s highest priorities. This is demonstrated in the City of
Rowlett Strategic Plan, with the key priority “Ensure a Safe Community.” Not only are
the public safety services important to our citizen’s sense of security, but they are
also essential to the economic viability of our community.
Our original Fire Station 2 on Dalrock Road has been in service since the early 1980’s.
Not only has our community outgrown the facility, but it is also well past its useful life.
Therefore, its replacement was a priority bond project recommended by the citizenled Community Investment Advisory Board. Rowlett residents agreed and voted to
fund the design and construction of a
new Fire Station 2 and Training Center
in the 2015 and 2018 bond elections. I
hope you enjoy reading more about this
state-of-the-art public safety facility in
this newsletter.

Thank you to Donas Cole,
President of Baylor Scott & White
Medical Center Lake Pointe and
his staff for the generous donation
of hand sanitizer dispensers at
City facilities!

Fire Station 2 has been designed and
built to support future growth and will
serve Rowlett for at least the next 50
years! I’m very happy to share that we
will host a Grand Opening for the allnew Fire Station 2 on Schrade Road in
September!
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The Design and Construction of Fire Station 2 was funded through the
2015 and 2018 Bond Election
Fire Station 2
Located on Schrade Road just west of Dalrock, Fire Station 2 is
20,000 square feet and has been designed and built with a longterm vision to accommodate future growth in the area and serve
Rowlett citizens and businesses for the next 50 years. Planning
for an additional public safety facility to support Sapphire Bay
and IH-30 response has also begun. The Emergency Operations
Center (EOC) at the heart of the facility has been built to
withstand 250 mile-per-hour winds and is constructed of 8”,
steel-reinforced walls. Energy efficiency was also a priority,
and solid-foam insulation in all walls and under the roof is one
of the key features supporting that goal. With décor reflecting
the history of the Rowlett Fire Department, the station will
also serve as a community facility, hosting the Citizen Fire
Academy, along with sessions of the City Academy and Citizen
Police Academy, school tours and other events.
When beginning the design process, staff toured the modern
fire stations of many communities to capture what does and
doesn’t work. Protecting our citizens and businesses is always
goal #1, so including elements to support the department’s
response time was a priority. These include building the fire
fighter’s sleeping quarters close to the apparatus bays, shaving
precious seconds off the time it takes them to leave the station in
response to an emergency. Another was to place wall-mounted

monitors throughout the facility, allowing first responders the
ability to view messaging directly from Dispatch so they have
key information instantly as they are activated to respond.
Additionally, the apparatus bay doors feature a bifold design,
as opposed to the traditional roll-up doors. Not only will they
lower maintenance costs, but these doors will open in 5.3
seconds, much less time than it takes a roll-up door, contributing
to that all-important response time.
Utilizing a construction management at risk model*, Fire
Station 2 and the Training Center were completed under budget.
This is an incredible accomplishment, especially considering
the challenges brought about by the ongoing pandemic and the
resulting rise in the cost of construction materials. I want to
thank Rowlett Fire Chief Neil Howard and his entire team for
such careful and considerate management of this exemplary
project!
* Construction management at risk (CMAR) is an innovative approach to
construction project delivery methods, useful in the completion of large projects.
The most commonly used delivery method flows from the design of a project to
the bidding of material and skills, and then into the building or construction phase.
Using the CMAR method approaches these projects in a different way than the
traditional design-bid-build process. Among other things, CMAR reduces the time to
completion of a construction project.

Cost-saving measures
include the construction
of a concrete wall
between the front doors
of Fire Station 2 and the
entrance to the EOC,
instead of purchasing
an additional set of
expensive storm-rated
doors.
These barriers will
withstand winds of up to
250 miles per hour!

Emergency Management
For the protection of residents and visitors from
disasters, the Rowlett Office of Emergency
Management maintains a full-time Emergency
Management Coordinator and an Emergency
Management Specialist, an advanced-level
Emergency Operations Plan, an emergency
operations center, and a mobile command post.

Emergency Operations Center

Fire Station 2 will also be home to the City’s Emergency Operations Center
(currently housed in Fire Station 1). With the ability to accommodate up to 60
people, the EOC will allow the multi-agency coordination; resource acquisition,
tracking and allocation; and information collection, analysis and dissemination
necessary to manage large- and small-scale disasters alike. This is a state-ofthe-art facility and houses the technology necessary to enable the uninterrupted
continuation of City and Public Safety operations in the event of an ongoing
emergency such as the 2015 tornado or last winter’s extended weather event. The
new EOC also contains a Dispatch office for 911 Communications operations
during an emergency.

Other measures include:
• 10 advanced outdoor warning sirens. Rowlett
voters approved replacing the City’s Outdoor
Warning System in May’s 2021 Bond Election
– the project includes additional sirens for
enhanced coverage, weather stations,
lightning detection in major parks, cameras
from which to view weather conditions and
the technology to tie it all together.
• Connect Rowlett phone, text and email alert
system to notify citizens of impending danger.
• Rowlett Citizen Corps Council, which
includes highly trained emergency volunteer
groups:
• 125-member Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT) and Fire
Corps, who are activated at all hours of
the day or night.
• Amateur Radio Emergency Service
(ARES), whose members provide
field storm-spotters ham radio
communication capabilities.
• 32-member Fire Explorer Post

Training Center
Fire Station 2 also
includes a Training Center,
providing high-level training
opportunities to keep our
community and our rescue
personnel safe. Our fire
fighters, police, and public
works staff can now meet
their training needs at home
here in Rowlett instead of
paying to use the City of
Garland Training Center!

The RFD maintains a six minute or less response time from highly trained fire fighters at four
strategically placed fire stations, one in each quadrant of the City, which ensures a rapid response
to emergencies and limits property damage in the event of a fire.
90 Firefighters (30/shift) working 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 365 days a year provide
services to the 68,388 citizens in the 21 square mile area that Rowlett encompasses.

