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On the Move
Realize Rowlett 2020

A new strategy to shape our future
Realize Rowlett 2020 is a fast-paced, focused initiative to create a
vision of our community’s future and a set of action items to make
that vision a reality.
Through this effort, the City’s Comprehensive Plan will be reviewed and updated, providing
direction for future decisions on land use, economic development and public capital
investments. The project will define a few
important catalyst areas within Rowlett and will
use market research and other tools to craft a
practical approach to investment in these areas.

•
•
•
•

Realize Rowlett 2020 will give this community
a new strategy to shape its future. It will help
Rowlett take advantage of opportunities available
to the City now and will enhance the attractions
that already make this community special and
unique. Your ideas and suggestions are important
to the community’s future. Some of the questions
that Realize Rowlett 2020 will consider include:
How should Rowlett take advantage of its location on Lake Ray Hubbard so it’s a
highly desirable place to live and visit?
What’s the best way for Rowlett to benefit from the President George Bush		
Turnpike as construction is completed?
How can the DART light rail extension contribute to Rowlett’s economic vitality?
What choices will strengthen Rowlett’s identity and bring together people from all
areas of the community?
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Election
results

City Elections were
held on May 14

for City Council Places 1, 3 and 5.
Congratulations to incumbents Doug Phillips,
Place 1, and Chris Kilgore, Place 5, who were
reelected to serve another three-year term.
A Runoff Election for Place 3 was necessary
as none of the three candidates garnered 50%
plus one of the votes. Congratulations to Carl
Pankratz who was elected in that runoff to
serve a three-year term.
A Special Election to fill Place 4 and elect
a Mayor is Saturday, July 16, with early
voting from June 29-July 12. Mayor Pro Tem
Todd Gottel, currently Councilmember for
Place 4, is the only candidate on the ballot for
Mayor. In order for him to run for that office,
however, he must resign his Place 4 seat and
a new councilmember elected to fill it. The
candidates for Place 4 are Ron Miller, Duane
Fecher and Arlan “Brownie” Sherrill.
Please visit the Elections pages of the City’s
website for hours and voting locations.

continued from page 1

A steering committee made up of
City Councilmembers, Planning
and Zoning Commissioners, Park
Board representatives, the Rowlett
Chamber of Commerce, the
Downtown Rowlett Association,
and the Economic Development
Advisory Committee, along with the
City Manager and staff are working
together to support this project, which
is managed by the City’s Planning

“

This will not be the
City Council or City
staff’s vision. It will be
the vision of Rowlett
citizens and we need
YOUR input going
forward.

”

Lynda Humble
City Manager

Division. The Consultant Team is
led by HOK and includes Strategic
Community Solutions, RickerCunningham and Kimley-Horn. The
consultants are working with the City
staff and the community to create this
plan for Rowlett’s future.
Citizen involvement and participation
is a very important part of this plan.
Over 85 Rowlett residents attended
a Community Kickoff Open House
in April. In May, the Realize Rowlett
2020 Planning Charette was attended
by over 100 people, including a group
of 25 middle and high schoolers, who
provided their input on how they
would like to see Rowlett grow as a
community. In the weeks following
the Charette, several community
meetings were held to discuss the
results. Since then, the concepts from
the Charrette have been evaluated and
refined.
Open House
July 18, 7:00,
Rowlett Community Centre.
This meeting will present the plans
developed for the individual Strategic
Opportunity Areas. Please visit www.
realizerowlett2020 .com and follow
the project on facebook and twitter
to share your opinions, ideas and
concerns.

Series of informative budget input
meetings a success!
Like the rest of the country
Rowlett is also facing economic
challenges, although certainly
not at the same level as the
national and state budgets.
The City has seen property tax
valuation declines last year of 2
1/2%; this year of 2%; and staff
is projecting an additional 1.5%
decline in Fiscal Year (FY) 2012.
The City has been able to absorb
a $1 million decline in revenue
without impacting citizens’
services by ‘working smarter,
not harder’, utilizing technology
to add capacity, the utilization of
volunteers, and by restructuring
City operations. Good news: the
FY 2012 budget is essentially
balanced with additional
budget reductions of $667,000.
Unfortunately, the City is not
going to be able to absorb

future reductions in revenue
– therefore, it became very
important to get your input, as
a citizen, regarding the services
that you would like to receive
and your tax dollars continue to
pay for.
Rowlett, My Community, My
Money, My Choice was created
to educate Rowlett residents
on the value they receive for
their tax dollars and to receive
your input on possible budget
reductions going forward. This
was communicated through a
series of survey-style meetings
where citizens were able to
provide their input on the City
services they value the most
anonymously via an electronic
‘clicker’. City Manager Lynda
Humble held over 25 meetings

at churches, fire stations, at the
Community Centre, even in
resident’s living rooms over the
course of six weeks throughout
April and May, and had over
270 engaged participants in
attendance. The City also
conducted an on-line survey with
over 300 participants.
The results of the Rowlett, My
Community, My Money, My
Choice survey were presented
to the City Council at the June
21 Council Meeting and are
available here on the City’s
website. They will also be
emailed to all those who
participated. We sincerely hope
you will take time to not only
review the survey results, but
participate in the process next
year.

Tax Valuation:

Recently the City of Rowlett received the first preliminary estimated property
value from Dallas Central Appraisal District for Dallas County.
Based on the final certified
assessed value provided by the
Dallas Central Appraisal District
in Fiscal Year (FY) 2011, the
preliminary taxable assessed
valuation for Fiscal Year (FY)
2012 decreased $16.7 million
(or 0.6%), from $2.74 billion
in FY 2011 to $2.72 billion
in FY 2012. This equates to
a revenue reduction to the

City of $125,144.
These estimates
are preliminary
and should be
expected to increase
throughout the
summer due to
protests and other
adjustments until the final
certified value is released in
July. According to the Rockwall

Central Appraisal
District, the values
in Rockwall County
can be expected to
decrease 1.5% to
3% from last year’s
certified value.

Rowlett Road Phase II

On May 3 the City Council awarded a $3.64 million contract
to Tri-Con Construction, a Rowlett construction company,
to improve Rowlett Road from 4 lanes to 6 lanes just north of
Miller Road to Century Drive.
The City of Rowlett really appreciates that
we are all suffering from ‘construction
fatigue’ and would have preferred to wait
until the completion of the President
George Bush Turnpike (PGBT) and the
DART Light Rail Blue Line Extension
before starting this project. However, the
community received almost $4 million in
federal funds, approximately 80% of the
cost, because it was ‘shovel ready’ so we
must start now.
Rowlett Road Phase II is expected to last
18 months and will get underway in August. There is a Public Meeting at 7:00 pm on
Wednesday, July 20 at City Hall to discuss impact of construction, alternate routes
and public safety plans so please plan to attend.

Rowlett Fire Department Cardio
Monitor Grant
Recently, the Rowlett
Fire Department
received $182,319.52
in grant dollars from
the Assistance to
Firefighters Grant
providing 80% of the
funding to purchase
eight LifePak 15 Cardio
Monitors. The City of
Rowlett contributed a
20% match in the amount of $45,580.
These monitors provide an immediate
difference in the standard of care
received by citizens and visitors
to Rowlett in the treatment of life
threatening cardiac conditions, resulting
in far lower death rates, improved
communications between paramedics
and emergency room personnel and a

better quality of life for
the victims of cardiac
episodes.
An incredible amount
of time, research and
writing skill goes
into the grant-writing
process, so thank you to
Ron Simons, Emergency
Management Services
Manager, for successfully navigating the
process and making this extraordinary
life-saving resource available for
the citizens of Rowlett at a
fraction of the cost to
taxpayers!

For more information on crime prevention or
Rowlett’s Crime Watch program please contact the
Community Services Division of the Rowlett Police
Department at 972-412-6283 or visit Rowlett.com
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Summer Crime
Prevention Tips

1
2
3
4
5

Lock storage sheds and garages

even if you are just out front mowing the yard at the
time. Thieves may see your open shed and/or garage,
hear the mower running, and take the opportunity to
steal the contents.

Never leave valuables in plain sight

in your vehicle. Thieves cruise neighborhood streets
and parking lots ‘shopping’ for GPS units, cell phones,
laptops or purses and wallets, etc. in car windows.

Do not leave your garage door opener in
your vehicle parked in the driveway
Most of us do not lock the door that leads from the
garage into our homes and a garage door opener then
becomes a ‘key’ to our homes!
Taking a vacation? Ask a neighbor to
collect your mail & newspaper
Use timers on lights and televisions to give a
‘lived-in’ appearance. Complete a vacation housewatch request and turn it in to the Rowlett Police
Department.

Start a Crime Watch in your neighborhood
Rowlett currently has 17 active Crime Watch
neighborhoods in which the possiblility of falling
victim to one of these crimes of opportunity is
significantly lower.

summer in the city

School is out and activities abound in Rowlett!
Beat the heat at the Rowlett Library
Adult Summer Reading Club
For each adult level book read
between June 6 and July 30,
readers receive one entry in a
weekly drawing for fun prizes.
All entries will be included in a
grand prize drawing at the end of
the summer.
Summer Reading Club 2011:
Dig Up a Good Book
Children of all ages are invited to
join the Summer Reading Club
at the Rowlett Public Library.
This club promotes reading for
pleasure and offers entertainment
from professional performers,

free movies on a big screen, and
the chance to earn prizes for
every five books read up to 30
hours.
Tuesdays @ the Community
Centre
Special performers for schoolage children will be offered at
the Rowlett Community Centre
on Tuesdays at 2:00 pm.
Wednesdays @ the Library
Special programming just for
teens held every Wednesday at
the Library.

Thursdays @ the
Library:
Fun summer
movies and
popcorn will be
offered at 2 pm.
These programs
are offered at no
charge and are
sponsored by the
City of Rowlett,
Friends of Rowlett
Library, Inc., local merchants, and the Texas State Library. For
more information on summer activities and programs, visit the
Library page at
Rowlett.com.

The Wet Zone

Rowlett’s family water park

The park is open every day but Tuesday, and there
are plenty of special events happening
throughout the summer! .

Pirate Play Day – July 4
Grab your bandana, eye patch and best
pirate accent for $1 off park admission.
We will have fun pirate themed games
all day including one legged races,
treasure map scavenger hunts, and lots
more!
Don’t Fry Days – July 7 & August 12
Show your sunscreen & get $1
off admission! We will have short
presentations throughout the day about
the importance of sunscreen, how often
to apply and fun trivia games for prizes!
Angel Swim Days – July 9 & August 6
8:30-10:30 am

This swim time is specifically set aside
for those with special needs and their
families to enjoy the Wet Zone without
all the crowds!
Flick ‘n Float – July 7 & August 5
8:30-10:00 pm
Enjoy a movie from the comfort of your
lawn chair or float! Free with your daily
admission or $6 after 7:00 pm. Special
$3 Hyena Hot Dog meals at 7:30pm.
July 16 – Sand Volleyball Tournament
3 on 3 double elimination tournament.
All team members get free admission
to the park with their $45 tournament
entry fee.

August 21 - Pooch Plunge
It’s time to “let the dogs out” during this
annual doggie swim day co-hosted by the
Friends of Rowlett Animals. Cost is $5 per
dog, humans get in free! Each dog will
need their Rabies tags or paper copies of
vaccinations to participate. All proceeds
will assist animals in the Rowlett area.
For more information including hours of
operation and admission pricing, please
visit the Wet Zone page of Rowlett.com

fyi...
City of Rowlett
facilities will
be closed
Monday, July 4
in observance of
Independence
Day

Closures include the Library,
Community Centre, Animal
Shelter and City offices.

City of Garland
Transfer Station
Closed June 6 August 1

Rowlett residents may
dispose of solid waste at no
cost with a landfill pass at
the C.M. Hinton Jr. Regional
Landfill, located at 3175
Elm Grove Road. Landfill
passes are available with the
presentation of a valid driver
license and current water bill
at Rowlett City Hall (4000
Main Street), Rowlett Public
Works (4310 Industrial) or
Rowlett Utility Billing (4004
Main St).

Fireworks on Main!

Rowlett’s FREE hometown celebration of freedom returns Sunday, July 3
Join friends and neighbors for
Fireworks on Main in downtown
Rowlett on Sunday, July 3 from
6 – 10 p.m. to celebrate freedom
with live music, festival-style
foods, children’s activities and
games and the largest fireworks
display in Rowlett!
Celebration Schedule
6 p.m.
live music from
Time Machine – One
of DFW’s most
popular cover bands
9:45 p.m. Fireworks Display
Food and Fun
Come hungry and read to play!
Enjoy Brisket sandwiches,
sausage on a stick, sno cones and
much more! Bring cash for food
vendors because there is no ATM
located in the downtown area.

FREE Kid’s activities include
bounce houses, face painting,
super trampoline and more!
Also be sure to visit local
vendors along Main Street.
This event features free
admission and free parking.
All events are on Main Street
between City Hall and the
Library (4000 Main Street).
Parking is available at Coyle
Middle School, Herfurth Park,
First Baptist Church and First
Methodist Church on Main
Street. DART Shuttles available
starting at 6 p.m. from Rowlett
High School, 4700 Kirby Road,
at the corner of Kirby and Main.
Handicap accessible parking is
located at the southwest corner
of Commerce and Main Street

and the Rowlett City Hall
parking lot located at Skyline
and Main.
Main Street will be closed for the
duration of this event.
There is no admission charge to
this hometown celebration.
Visit www.rowlett.com/
fireworks for more information.
Thank you to the Fireworks on
Main event sponsors, without
which there would be no event!
Lake Pointe Medical Center
La Pier All-State Insurance
First Step Chiropractic
Chick-fil-A
Milestone Electric
Kathy Robinson State Farm
Jason’s Deli

Visit the Downtown Farmer’s Market
Now open every Saturday from 8:00 a.m. - Noon
Purchase fabulous summer farmfresh fruits and vegetables every
Saturday, 8:00 am-Noon, from
the Downtown Rowlett Farmer’s
Market located on Main Street
across from City Hall.

The Farmer’s Market recently
underwent a ‘facelift’ via a
day-long refurbishing project
coordinated by the Downtown
Rowlett Association and
now provides an excellent
opportunity to obtain locallygrown produce!

Paddle Point Creek Paddling
Trail Opens

Located on Lake Ray Hubbard at 6600 Miller Road, the trail
opened with a ribbon cutting ceremony in conjunction with
the Texas Parks and Wildlife Association on Tuesday, May 10
This is the 30th trail to join the
Texas Parks and Wildlife statewide
trail system. It is protected by
wind on all sides and is home to a
dozen Blue Heron that nest within
sight of Highway 66. The trail is
also home to a large population of
Egrets on the northern trail loop.
The paddle trail has abundant
schools of Black Bass, Sand Bass
and Hybrid Bass and paddlers can experience history as they travel to the partially
submerged Old Highway 66 Bridge. Amenities at the park include a dock and
information kiosk, both built by Rowlett Parks and Recreation staff, and the City is in
talks with a vendor to offer kayak and canoe rentals in the near future.

7th Annual Bike Rodeo
On Saturday, May 21 in the Rowlett
High School parking lot,
over 70 children had a
great time learning about
bicycle safety, riding a
simulated road course
with bike officers,
playing in the jump
house, getting prizes and
their face painted, and
enjoying many other
activities.
One of the highlights
of the day for the bike
officers was a little girl who had never
ridden a bicycle without training wheels
and showed up with a bicycle that she
had outgrown. The officers loaned
her a bicycle her size, and by the time
she left the rodeo the bike officers had
her riding on her own without training

wheels. The little girl left excited
about her new skills
but without a bicycle
her size with which to
continue to practice.
After the event,
everyone was excited
when the bike officers
showed up at her
home to deliver the
little girl a brand new
bicycle, just her size…
and without training
wheels!

For more information on Code Enforcement please
contact the Community Services Division of the
Rowlett Police Department at 972-412-6283 or visit
Rowlett.com
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Pool Safety Tips
Rowlett Code Enforcement

1
2
3
4
5

Have a six foot fence with locking gate

constructed to make climbing difficult, around all
sides of the pool to keep children out when there is no
supervision.

Teach kids to float/swim as soon as possible
and always provide competent adult supervision when
the pool is in use. Even adults should never swim alone.

Keep rescue devices and first aid supplies
near the pool
for instance a floating shepherds crook is useful.
Teach children what to do in case of emergency. An
alarm bell that could summon help is a good idea.

Never swim after drinking alcoholic
beverages, eating or taking medications
because impaired judgement, cramping and loss of
coordination can occur.

To avoid a Code Enforcement violation,
keep pools clean and all chemical
treatments up to date
as turbid pools provide an ideal environment for
disease-carrying mosquitos to breed.

Volunteer!

2nd Annual Boards and Commissions Volunteer
Fair - July 28 at the Rowlett Community Centre
One of the things that made
Rowlett number 24 on the
Money Magazine Top 100 Best
Places to Live in America list is
its citizens.

$56,856.93. There is no question
that without our volunteers, City
services would have to be cut so
please consider volunteering for
your community!

From October 2010 to March of
2011, volunteer hours already
exceeded ALL of Fiscal Year
2010 with a total of 12,815
hours. This translates into a
savings to citizens of $233,935!
In April alone, 232 citizens
volunteered 2,808 hours for a
full time equivalent of 17.54
employees at a cost savings of

Please plan to attend the
2nd Annual Boards and
Commissions Volunteer Fair
to learn about the various City
boards and commissions and the
opportunities available to serve
on one of them.
There will be information about
volunteer opportunities at the

Animal Shelter,
Library, Police
and other City
departments.
Representatives
from Keep
Rowlett Beautiful,
the Rowlett
Citizen Corps
Council (RCCC)
and other community groups will also be on hand.
We’d like to take this opportunity to say a huge Thank You to all
of our citizens who volunteer in the City of Rowlett!

Construction
Corner

an update on street construction
projects around town

Merritt Road Construction
The City will soon begin construction
on Merritt Road, widening it from two
to four lanes. This is a $14 million
project funded at an 80% match with
Regional Transportation Funding. The
City is currently acquiring right of way
and anticipate the utility relocation will
start in August or September.
Concrete Pavement Repair Projects
These projects include the replacement
of failing and/or failed sections of
pavement on concrete streets and alleys
with a pavement condition index (PCI)
rating of 40 and above. The number

of streets and alleys to be improved is
limited by the amount of funds budgeted
each year.
The City recently awarded one
additional contract for concrete repair
to Tri Con Service Inc., a Rowlett
business, valued at $1.3 million.
2011 Concrete Street Repair Program
The 2011 Concrete Street Repair
Program began June 20 and has already
completed projects on Carla Dr.
July & August
Northbound Dalrock Rd (left turn lane
extensions at SH66 and Chiesa)
Scott St. (3300 blk-3400Blk)

Powell Dr. (3113)
Jones Dr. (3409)
Ardis Dr ( 3402,3400)
2011 Concrete Alley Repair Program
Bluebonnet
Sumac, Sumac/Primrose, and Wellesly are
complete. Bayonne Dr., Bayport Cir. and
Luna/Kensington are all in progress.
July & August
Work will begin on Clay Dr. and Lake
Bend Dr.

this month’s success story

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat.
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper. Et iusto odio
dignissim qui erat plurius blandit praesent dolor luptatum zzril delenit augue duis
dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit,
sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation
ullamcorper te suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex
ea commodo consequat. Lorem ipsum
dolo sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit.

City Calendar

July
1

2

3
Fireworks
on Main
6-10 pm

4
5
City Facilities City Council
Closed
Meeting
7:30 pm @
Pirate Play Day @
City Hall
Wet Zone

6

7
Thursdays @ the
Library - Up, 2 pm
Flick ‘n Float @
Wet Zone

8

9

10

11

12

13

14
Thursdays @
the Library - The
Sandlot, 2 pm

15

16

17

18

Realize Rowlett
2020 Community
meeting @ RCC
- 7 pm

19
City Council
Meeting
7:30 pm

20

21
Thursdays at the
Library - Princess
Bride, 2 pm

22

23

24

25

26

27

28
Volunteer
Fair - RCC
7 pm

29

30

(972) 463-CITY

Rowlett Rd. Phase
II Community
Meeting @ RCC
- 7 pm

City of Rowlett
4000 Main Street
Rowlett, TX 75088

Angel Swim @
Wet Zone

City Elections
(Mayor & City
Council Place 4)

31

www.rowlett.com

