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On the Move
Realize Rowlett 2020
Final Steps to Completion

Realize Rowlett 2020 is a fast-paced, focused initiative to
update the City’s Comprehensive Plan, create a vision of our
community’s future and a set of action items to make that
vision a reality.
From the beginning of the Realize Rowlett 2020 Initiative the Steering Committee
and City staff have strived to deviate from a traditional Comprehensive Plan update,
making this a document that establishes a widely accepted Vision for the City
that helps prioritize remaining
development opportunities based
on economic realities. It is the first
step in proactively planning for
the next phase of the City’s future.
Significant portions of Rowlett are
built out and to some extent existing
land uses are established. Rowlett
has limited opportunities to manage
growth and consequently make
a positive impact on the tax base
so the proposed plan specifically
addresses 13 opportunity areas.
With the impending completion of the President George Bush Turnpike Eastern
Extension and the DART Blue Line Eastern Extension, Rowlett’s future is rapidly
approaching!
A Comprehensive Plan is only successful when it has buy-in from the community,
therefore numerous opportunities for citizens to provide input including public
meetings, planning charettes and online surveys have been offered since the kickoff in
April. This has ensured that the community’s vision is reflected in the proposed plan.
continued on page 2
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FISCAL YEAR 2012
BUDGET

FY2012 Budget Adoption
Anticipated at September 20 City
Council Meeting
After two Public Hearings, the City Council will vote to
formally adopt the proposed Fiscal Year 2012 (FY2012)
Budget at their meeting on Tuesday, September 20. If
approved, the budget will go into effect on October 1, 2011.
As discussed in August’s Rowlett on the Move, the FY2012
budget remains focused on “citizen-centered” government,
while continuing to create a level of affordable sustainability
for the organization. For the seventh consecutive year,
the property tax rate will be unchanged at $0.747173.
Accommodating a flat tax rate was a significant challenge
given a projected 1.5% reduction in taxable property values,
which came on the heels of a 2.5% reduction in FY2010 and
a 2% reduction in FY2011. As a result, the total FY2012
Proposed Budget is $81,461,848. This is a decrease of
$1,676,692 or 2% compared to the FY2011 Approved
Budget of $83,138,540.
The first Public Hearing took place during the City Council
meeting on Tuesday, August 16, the second on Tuesday,
September 6. If approved, the proposed budget will be
adopted at the City Council meeting on Tuesday, September
20 and will go into effect on October 1, 2011.

continued from page 1

On August 9, a joint City
Council and Planning and
Zoning Commission meeting
was held (view the meeting).
Members were presented a
detailed overview of the Realize
Rowlett 2020 Comprehensive
Plan Update Document which
included a discussion about
infrastructure, economic realities,
shifting existing paradigms,

“

Drought Conditions Can Cause Big Problems for Rowlett
Residents
Be on the Lookout for Signs of Trouble to Prevent Major Home Damage

Realize Rowlett 2020
was written with the
Rowlett citizen in mind,
providing information in
a user friendly format
that clearly conveys the
Community’s vision.

”

Erin Jones
City of Rowlett Planning Manager

return on investment, and overall
priorities. This document was
written with the common user in
mind, providing information in a
user friendly format that clearly
conveys the Community’s vision.
The first of two Public Hearings
was held on Tuesday, August 30 at
a special meeting of the Planning
and Zoning Commission. The
second Public Hearing was held
on Tuesday, September 6, at the
regular City Council meeting. If
approved, the proposed plan will
be adopted at the City Council
meeting on Tuesday, September
20.
For more information, please visit
www.realizerowlett2020.com and
follow the project on facebook
and twitter.

Rowlett is going through its worst
drought in 30 years, and it’s all
too frequent we drive down a city
street and see water pouring into
the storm drain. This is happening
because the nature of the clay soil
causes the ground to shift and
crack, breaking water and gas
lines and also causing them to
disconnect from homes.

not smoke, use a cell phone, turn
on or off any lights or appliances,
or start or stop any vehicle or
equipment that could cause
sparks.

Atmos shares these tips to spot a
gas leak:
Smell- A distinctive “rotten egg”
odor added to make odorless
natural gas detectable.
Listen - For an unusual hissing,
roaring or blowing sound near gas
lines or appliances.
Look - For Blowing dirt,
bubbling creeks or ponds, dry
spots in moist areas or deadplants
surrounded by green, live plants.
Leave - The area immediately, do

If you suspect a water leak call
the City of Rowlett at
972-463-CITY (2489).

If you suspect a natural gas leak
call Atmos Energy from a safe
distance.
1-866-322-8667 or 911

Prevent Problems – Irrigate
Your Yard and Foundation
Breaking pipes are just one signal
of the ground shifting below our
feet.
The clay-like soil found in
Rowlett expands when it absorbs
water, and contracts when it’s
dry, causing a home or building’s

foundation to either bow or sink.
Another aspect of the drought that
affects almost every homeowner
is the fate of our trees. “Good
trees raise the value of a home and
provide shade, and it’s another
area where watering is crucial,”
said Gary Woods, president of the
Texas Urban Forestry Council.
“We’re losing hundreds of
thousands of trees. People need to
water at least once a week, and in
this type of a drought, probably
twice a week at least an inch over
the entire root zone.”
The secret to mitigating all
of these issues is to maintain
a consistent moisture level
around the house, and in these
conditions that means regularly
watering the grass and shrubs
around the house.

Toler Road Public Meeting

The City is seeking input from residents regarding two conflicting issues along
Toler Road on Thursday, September 29, 7:00pm at City Hall
half of the Toler Road residents
seeking direct access from Toler
to PGBT. Currently motorists on
Toler Road turn right onto Liberty
Grove Road and travel 480 feet
for PGBT access.
Up for discussion - the installation
of 14 speed cushions from Hickox
to Liberty Grove along Toler Road
as a speed control measure OR
a recent survey signed by over

Presentations on each issue will be
offered, then a series of questions
will be asked and anonymously
answered electronically by
attendees. Citizens input from this

meeting will be presented to the
City Council, who will then direct
City staff on how to proceed.
Motorists travelling from the
west to east in Rowlett utilize
Toler Road as a cut through from
Hickox Road to Liberty Grove so
input from all Rowlett residents is
welcomed at this meeting!

Get City News and
Information Daily on the
Rowlett Television Network

Tune into RTN16 (Cable Channel 16) to keep up with what’s
going on in your community!
Rowlett Television Network
(RTN16) features the
City of Rowlett’s national
and state award-winning
programming and broadcasts
24 hours a day, seven days a
week.
Watch City Council and
Planning and Zoning
Commission meetings live
Mayor Todd Gottel and City Manager Lynda Humble
or
rebroadcast multiple
host Rowlett on the Water...on the Move!
times daily. See interviews
with longtime residents and learn about Rowlett’s past by viewing Hometown
History. Keep up with all that’s going on in our community by watching Rowlett on
the Water...on the Move hosted by Mayor Todd Gottel along with his co-host City
Manager Lynda Humble. Airing four times daily, this fun, fast-paced and informative
monthly show features interviews with members of your City staff and community,
police and fire department equipment demonstrations, updates on DART Light
Rail, the President George Bush Turnpike, and other street construction projects.
Viewers are also introduced to, and receive updates on, all the projects City staff is
working on such as Realize Rowlett 2020, the City budget, and Parks and Recreation
programming.
RTN16 can be seen on Time Warner Cable channel 16 or Verizon Cable channel 16
and all programming may also be viewed at your convenience online at www.rowlett.
com. View the complete RTN16 schedule and join us!

DID YOU KNOW...
With fall landscaping projects right around the corner, please keep the ordinances
on Overhanging Limbs and Obstructing Vegetation in mind. The height
clearance requirement over streets and alleys is 12 feet with an 18 inch
encroachment clearance back from the concrete; 7 foot clearance
is required for sidewalks with a 6 inch encroachment.
Ensure all signage near or around your property is
not obstructed by any overgrown vegetation.
When your projects are finished,
call IESI to have your
trimmings collected!
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Back to School
Driving Safety Tips

1
2
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Allow Enough Time for your Commute
Avoid driver stress and allow enough time. Combine
active school zones with PGBT, DART Light Rail and
other road construction projects underway and the
morning commute may take a bit longer.

No Cell Phone Usage in School Zones

Drivers may not use wireless communication devices
(i.e. cell phones) while operating a motor vehicle within
an active school zone unless the vehicle is stopped or
the device is being used with a hands free device.

Be Prepared to Stop for School Buses

STOP for flashing red lights on a school bus. Continue
driving once the bus begins to move or the flashing red
lights have stopped.

Yield to Pedestrians in Crosswalks

Yield the right of way to pedestrians in marked
crosswalks or crossings. Pedestrians attempting to
cross the street in areas other than crosswalks must
yield to vehicles on the roadway.

Watch for Children

For more information on brush & bulky waste
collection or to schedule a pick-up, please contact
IESI at 972-475-3600 or visit Rowlett.com

Keep an eye on children gathered at bus
stops and watch for those who might dart across the
street to catch the bus.

Start Planning Your Neighborhood Party Now!
NATIONAL NIGHT OUT
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4
The Rowlett Police Department invites you and your
neighborhood to participate in the 28th Annual National
Night Out (NNO) sponsored by the National Association
of Town Watch (NATW).
National Night Out is designed to:
Heighten crime and drug prevention awareness; generate support for, and
participation in, local anticrime programs; strengthen neighborhood spirit
and police-community partnerships; and to send a message to criminals
letting them know that neighborhoods are organized and fighting back.
Neighborhoods throughout the community are encouraged to lock your
doors, turn on your porch lights and gather with your neighbors to show
unity against criminal activity. Many neighborhoods plan special events
such as block parties, swimming parties and cookouts and if yours is one
of those the Rowlett Police and Fire Rescue Departments would love the
opportunity to drop in and visit with everyone. They can bring the SWAT
vehicle, squad cars, Fire Engines and more for kids (and adults!) to enjoy.

Mayor Todd Gottel, City Manager Lynda Humble
and members of the City Council and City staff will
also be dropping in on all the celebrations.
Please contact Kristen Harris in the Police
Department’s Community Services Division
via email or at 972-412-6283 to sign up your
neighborhood or for more information.

City Launches Android
App

Joins iPhone App introduced in March

Provides instant access to City services at the tap of your phone!
was not available for the development of
additional apps for other popular mobile
phone operating systems.

In March of this year, the City introduced
an iPhone App providing instant access
to City services, payment opportunities,
program registration and more without
having to search the entire website from
the home page. Unfortunately, funding

In early April Chris Pick, a Rowlett
citizen, along with other members of the
Dallas Android User Group approached
the City with an offer to develop an
Android App free of charge as a volunteer
project. The City enthusiastically accepted
this offer and the group has since donated
over 250 volunteer hours at a cost savings
to the City of over $5,000 (based on the
Volunteer Center of North Texas’ $20.25
current estimated value of a volunteer
hour) to develop and test this app.
Consequently, in an ongoing effort

to establish instant communication and
improve customer service, the City of
Rowlett is now enhancing “on-the-go”
mobile access to the public by introducing
the City of Rowlett Android App. This
new app, available free of charge from the
Android Market, provides citizens 24/7
mobile information and the opportunity to
do business with us anywhere in the world,
any time, simply with the touch of their
Android device.
A special thank you to Chris and the
other members of the Dallas Android
User Group for their generous donation
of time and knowledge!

LIBRARY NEWS & EVENTS

Arts & Humanities Commission
2011 Photo Contest
The theme for 2011 is “Playful City USA”
This popular annual photo
contest is open to everyone in
the Lake Ray Hubbard area
. . . professionals, amateurs,
from children to seniors, all are
welcome!
The 2011 theme is “Playful

City USA” and the three
categories are People, Places
and Things.
Entries will be on display
through October 1 at the
Rowlett Public Library. First
Place in each category wins

$75 and Best of Show winner
receives $150.
For more information please
visit the Arts and Humanities
Commission page of
www.rowlett.com.

City Manager’s Book Club
Finding connections in the most surprising ways!
Thursday, September 15 - 7:00 pm
Rowlett’s most popular book
club returns on Thursday,
September 15 with In the Garden
of Beasts by Erik Larsen.
A wide variety of book offerings
followed by a lively review and

discussion are ensured in this
monthly book club led by City
Manager Lynda Humble.
Meetings are at 7:00 p.m. on the
third Thursday of each month,
September through May.

SEPTEMBER IS LIBRARY CARD SIGN-UP MONTH
Visit the Rowlett Library and Foster a Lifetime of Learning
An important reminder
as students head back to
school: the Rowlett Public
Library offers the most
important school supply
of all … a library card!
Students of all ages find the
tools they need to succeed
at the Library. From free access to
databases and homework

help, to encyclopedias and
test preparation materials,
the Library has something
for every student. And
young readers can enjoy
educational programs and
activities in addition to a
wide variety of reading
resources that make learning fun. Nook and
Kindle users can even check out e-books!

Movies
on

Main
Pack a picnic dinner,
grab your chairs and
head on over to Main
Street Friday evenings
in September for an
unforgettable family
evening of free cinema
under the stars on the
Library lawn!
Tangled
Friday, September 9
Sponsored by Catalyst
Church
Toy Story 3
Friday, September 16
Sponsored by Catalyst
Church
Megamind
Friday, September 23
Sponsored by Tree House
Academy
Movies begin at dusk.

National
Preparedness Month
founded after 9/11 to increase
awareness of emergency
preparedness
This month marks the ten year
anniversary of 9/11. Its a time to
remember those lost as well as make
sure you are prepared for future
emergencies.
September is National Preparedness
Month (NPM), which was founded after
9/11 to increase preparedness in the
U.S. It is a time to prepare yourself and
those in your care for an unexpected
emergency. If you’ve seen the news
recently, you know that emergencies can
happen unexpectedly in communities
just like ours, to people like us. We’ve
seen tornado outbreaks, river floods
and flash floods, historic earthquakes,
tsunamis, and even water main breaks
and power outages in U.S. cities
affecting millions of people for days at
a time.
This September, please prepare and plan

in the event you must go for three days
without electricity, water service, access
to a supermarket, or City services for
several days.
Just follow these three steps:
1.

Get a Kit
Keep enough emergency
supplies on hand for you and those
in your care – water, non-perishable
food, first aid, prescriptions,
flashlight, battery-powered radio
– for a checklist of supplies visit
Ready.gov.

2.

Develop a Plan
Discuss, agree on, and document an
emergency plan with those in your
care. For sample plans, see Ready.
gov. Work together with neighbors,
colleagues and others to build
community resilience.

3.

Be Informed
Find preparedness information
at Ready.gov to learn what to
do before, during, and after an
emergency. Contact your local
emergency management agency
to get essential information on
specific hazards to your area, local
plans for shelter and evacuation,
ways to get information before
and during an emergency, and
how to sign up for emergency
alerts if they are available.

For more information on NPM and
help getting prepared, visit
Ready.gov or call 1-800-BE-READY.

Citizens Fire Academy

Rowlett Fire Rescue Kicks Off the Fall 2011 Session on
Thursday, September 29

Members of the 2010 Citizens Fire
Academy during “burn day”.

Each fall, Rowlett Fire Rescue offers a
free eight-week Citizen’s Fire Academy.
The class offers adults in the Rowlett
community an interactive, in-depth,
insider’s view of the services provided
by the City of Rowlett Fire Rescue
Department. Participants receive fire
safety education, fire safety training
for both the home and the work place
and hands-on experience in emergency
operations.

The class culminates in a “burn day”
where participants don Fire Rescue gear
and put out a fire at the Garland Fire
Department’s training facility on SH 66.
Come join the fun, make new friends
and enjoy the experience of a life time.
For more information please contact
Gloria Adams via email or at
972-412-6230.

Construction Corner

an update on street construction projects around town

Rowlett Road Phase 2
year-long project subsidized by
federal grant money begins this
month

Phase 2 will replace the existing four lane divided
road, which is in poor condition, with a new sixlane divided road between Century Drive and just
north of Miller Road. Currently, Rowlett Road is a
six lane divided road on either end of Phase 2. The
north end was improved with Rowlett Road Phase
1 and the south end was improved with the Miller Road intersection.

The City really appreciates that we are
all suffering from ‘construction fatigue’
and would have preferred to wait until the
completion of the President George Bush
Turnpike (PGBT) and the DART Light
Rail Blue Line Extension before starting
this project. However, the community
received almost $4 million in federal funds,
approximately 80% of the cost, because it
was ‘shovel ready’ so we must start now.
Rowlett Road Phase 2 construction will
begin on September 6 and is expected
to last approximately one year.

Merritt Road Interconnector
project will widen road to four lanes

The City anticipates construction will begin on Merritt Road
in early 2012, not only widening it from two to four lanes,
but constructing biking and walking trails as well. This is a
$14 million project funded at an 80% match with Regional
Transportation Funding. The City has acquired all of the
right of way and anticipates the utility relocation will start in
October.

Recognize Rowlett
Photo Challenge

How well do you know your hometown?
Each month in this spot we will offer a close-up
photo of a recognizable Rowlett location.
Be the first to guess what and where it is to win
a $25 gift card good at participating Rowlett
businesses.
Email your correct guess to recognizerowlett@
rowlett.com right away!

Where and what is this?
Email your guess to recognizerowlett@rowlett.com!

this month’s success story

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat.
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper. Et iusto odio
dignissim qui erat plurius blandit praesent dolor luptatum zzril delenit augue duis
dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit,
sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation
ullamcorper te suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex
ea commodo consequat. Lorem ipsum
dolo sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit.

City Calendar

September

4

11

5
Labor Day
City facilities
closed

6
7
City Council
Meeting

12

13

1

2

3

8

9
Movies on
Main - Tangled

10
Photo Contest Entries
Due 10am-

16
Movies on
Main - Toy
Story 3

17
Ballet Folklorico

23
Movies on
Main - Megamind

24
Family
Game Day

7:30 pm @ City
Hall

Dusk @ Library
Lawn

14

15

City Manager’s Book
Club

7pm @ Library

18

19

20
21
City Council
Meeting

22

7:30 pm @ City
Hall

25

26

27

Dusk @ Library
Lawn

Dusk @ Library
Lawn

28

29
Toler Rd.
Meeting

Noon @
Rowlett Library

2 pm @ Rowlett
Community
Centre

2-4 pm @
Rowlett Library

30

7pm @ City
Hall

(972) 463-CITY

City of Rowlett
4000 Main Street
Rowlett, TX 75088

www.rowlett.com

