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Garland Public
Shooting Range

On the Move

City acts swiftly to protect residents
On Monday, January 16, 2012, Rowlett Police responded to two homes where bullets had
penetrated either an exterior wall and several interior walls at a home on Duchess Way, or gone
through the roof and landed on the floor at a home in Fair Oaks Drive. Fortunately, no injuries
were reported in either incident. In 2010, Michael Domin was injured at his residence in the 3100
block of Duchess Way when a bullet struck him while he was working in his backyard. The City
of Rowlett had knowledge of three incidents of stray bullets, with the potential to do serious injury
in a two year period of time. This neighborhood is about a mile away and in direct line with the
rifle lanes located at the Garland Public Shooting Range.
Recognizing the concern for the personal safety and peace of mind of Rowlett residents in this
neighborhood, the City moved aggressively and filed a petition for temporary and permanent
injunction against the gun range the same week these incidents occurred. The City did not file the
injunction with the intent of closing down the Garland Gun Range. The point of the suit was to
require Mr. James Day, owner of the range, to operate in a safe and responsible way that does not
jeopardize the safety of Rowlett residents. A hearing was scheduled for Tuesday, February 7, 2012
in the 95th District Court at the George Allen Courthouse in Dallas. A settlement agreement was
reached prior to the hearing between Mr. Day and the City of Rowlett. Therefore, the hearing was
postponed to allow Mr. Day to make the following improvements:
•
•
•
•
•

No blue sky (no open sky will be visible from a shooter’s position at the shooting bench);
Modification of the rifle range overhead visors to 1/8” steel plating and foam lining;
Raise the berm that backs the range to 20’; and
Add an additional range officer to the firing line to ensure better supervision.
Until these modifications can be completed, rifle range operations will restricted to
prohibit the use of rifles 30 caliber or greater in size.

The Garland Public Shooting Range agreed to have all modifications completed by March 7,
2012, weather permitting. Once the improvements are made, a safety study will be conducted. If
these improvements sufficiently reduce the safety risks to Rowlett residents, no further action will
be required.
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STAGE 3 WATER
RESTRICTIONS STILL
IN EFFECT
The second-worst drought on
record in Texas may be close
to over, but the impact will
be lasting.
With the rain events in December and January,
the second-longest drought on Texas record
may be coming to an end, but Rowlett is still in
Stage 3 water restrictions and will likely remain
there at least through 2012. The City of Rowlett
gets its water from the North Texas Municipal
Water District (NTMWD). NTMWD has several
sources for water, but contrary to what many
Rowlett residents think Lake Ray Hubbard is
not one of them. Lake Texoma, Lake Lavon,
Lake Tawakoni and Lake Jim Chapman are the
main District reservoirs but due to the invasive
Zebra Mussels, water from Lake Texoma is
no longer available. The water pumped from
Texoma makes up 28% of the NTMWD supply
and losing it presents a major challenge to
manage this loss. The District is currently in
negotiations on a three year agreement with the
City of Dallas to purchase 60 million gallons
continued on page 2
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per day; this will bridge the gap
until a permanent solution to replace
the 28% is designed and built. The
City will experience a rate increase
from the District in October of
this year to offset the cost of these
capital improvement projects and
unfortunately will be forced to pass
this rate increase on to Rowlett water
customers. More details on this will
be provided in the coming months.

Zebra Mussels are a non-native
invasive species introduced into
the Great Lakes from Russia and
Europe in 1988 in ballast water
released from a Russian freighter.

They have migrated west by
attaching themselves to trailered
boats. Zebra Mussels present a
serious environmental concern as
they destroy the ecological balance
of a body of water by ‘cleaning’ or
filtering every organism and food
source from it, thereby ‘killing’ the
lake.
The Lacey Act prevents the transfer
of invasive species across state
lines. As the NTMWD pumping
operations on Lake Texoma are just
inside the Oklahoma border, the act
is in effect and prevents the district
from accessing this water source.

Contractually, as a customer City,
Rowlett must follow the NTMWD
water management policy so the
amended Water Management Plan
will be presented at the February 21
City Council Meeting. The District’s
goal for Stage 3 is a 10% reduction
in water usage, so going forward one
of the changes under Stage 3 is that
between November 1 and March 31
residents will be allowed to water
only once every two weeks instead of
the current once a week.
Look for the new Stage 3 restrictions
in the next Rowlett on the Move
newsletter, these changes will be
enforced beginning April 1, 2012.

Realize Rowlett
2020 Phase II
The Realize Rowlett Phase II process moves
forward, picking up where the Realize
Rowlett 2020 plan leaves off and building on
the community vision created and adopted in
2011.
Phase II will take the next step
and implement the regulatory
tools needed to make the vision
a reality. The process will
include citizens, landowners,
stakeholders, and market
analysis with many opportunities
for Rowlett citizens to get
involved.
Rowlett Phase II has been
refined to focus on four key
areas. These areas were
selected due to the potential
return on investment, ability
to develop, and their potential
to influence development
throughout the entire City. They
are: B-2 Woodside Living, D-1
Healthy Living, E-1 Signature
Gateway and E-4 Old Town.  
In the first three areas concept
plans for Form-Based Codes
and specific elements will be
created. Two Town Hall meetings
are scheduled to provide an
opportunity for citizens to offer
input in these areas.

Special attention will be placed
on the last area, E-4 Old Town,
or Downtown Rowlett. This
is the heart of Rowlett! It is
home to restaurants, businesses,
civic facilities, festivals, and the
future DART Light Rail Station.
A detailed Form-Based Code
regulating plan will be created
for this area (for information on
Form-Based Codes visit www.
formbasedcodes.org). To ensure
Rowlett residents have ample
opportunity to offer their input
on the Downtown area, two
Town Hall meetings will be
held specific to Old Town. In
addition, a special task force of
business owners, landowners,
churches, and Downtown
Rowlett Association members
has been appointed by the City
Council to help guide the process
in the downtown area.
Follow the project on facebook
and twitter to share your ideas

and opinions. Please visit www.
realizerowlett2020.com, or for
more information specific to the
downtown area click here.

Realize Rowlett
2020 Phase II Town
Hall Meetings at the
Rowlett Community
Centre
Saturday, March 31
9:00 – 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, June 23
9:00 – 3:00 p.m.
Focus on Downtown!
These two meetings
will focus solely on the
Downtown area
Thursday, April 5
6:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Monday, June 25
6:00 – 9:00 p.m.

Proactive Code Enforcement Sweep
Rowlett Code Enforcement Department to conduct a proactive sweep of the
Ridgecrest neighborhood this month.
The Rowlett Code Enforcement
Department will be conducting
a proactive sweep of the
Ridgecrest Subdivision at
the end of February. These
sweeps consist of all four Code
Enforcement Officers targeting
a specific neighborhood and
looking for all types of violations
including, but not limited to,
high grass, trash and debris,

outside storage, overhanging
vegetation, junked
motor vehicles,
parking on
unimproved surfaces,
missing address
numbers, and much
more. This proactive
action not only
improves property values and
neighborhood safety, but makes

Rowlett a much more attractive
place to live!
For more
information about
the upcoming code
enforcement sweep
call 972-412-6283
or visit www.
rowlett.com/codeenforcement.

Great Texas Warrant Roundup
Rowlett Police Department joins 160 law enforcement
agencies throughout North Texas in an effort to clear open
warrants.

Beginning Saturday, February 25 and running through Sunday, March 4, more than 160
law enforcement jurisdictions throughout the greater North Texas area will conduct
the Great Texas Warrant Roundup. In this wide ranging effort, officers will seek out
and arrest people with outstanding warrants pending before their respective Municipal
Courts.
An amnesty period for those with Failure to Appear Warrants will be offered beginning
February 25 at 7:30 a.m. and continuing through March 4 at 5:00 p.m. Citizens will have
the opportunity to have their Failure to Appear (FTA) warrant dismissed upon payment
in full of the originally charged warrant offense. This provides a savings of nearly
$300 to those with an FTA warrant in addition to their original charge. No special court
date or hearing is required, those wishing to have their FTA’s dismissed may come to the
Municipal Court during normal business hours to pay their original charge, or contact
the Warrant Clerk at 972-463-3938 to pay via telephone. Online payments are also
accepted.
There are options available to warrant offenders which will keep them from being
arrested during the roundup, but the time to discuss those options is before officers arrive
at the door. By that time it’s too late and offenders will be posting a bond, paying their
fine, or immediately going to jail. Those with outstanding Rowlett Municipal Court
warrants who wish to avoid being contacted by law enforcement and jailed on their
warrants should contact the Rowlett Municipal Court at 972-412-6222 or the Police
Department Warrant Section at 972-463-3938.

“

While we normally focus
on those with multiple
warrants and higher bond
amounts, during a warrant
roundup every single warrant,
regardless of bond amount,
will be pursued. Persons who
think that we will not seek
them out because they have
only one warrant should not
be comfortable with that idea.
Lt. Leroy Brantley
Rowlett Police Department

”

Citizen’s Police Academy

Spring session begins February 23 - registration now open!
Rowlett resident, better understand what a
police officer encounters while on duty.
Each week you will have a qualified police
instructor explain how each section of the
Rowlett Police Department operates.

Is CSI your favorite television show? Are
you interested in the inner workings of
your police department? Then the Citizens
Police Academy is for you! Registration
for the Rowlett Police Department’s Fall
Citizens Police Academy (CPA) is now
open through February 17. The CPA is an
exciting 11-week course held one night
per week that is designed to help you, the

You will learn about the:
Code Enforcement Department
Communications Department
Crime Scene Unit
Criminal Investigations Division
Crisis Negotiation Team
Detention Services
Patrol Division
Records Section
SWAT Team
Traffic Division
There is an evening at the shooting range
with hands-on instruction in the use of

police firearms and a driving course
where students are able to drive a
police squad car. You will also do a
ride along with an officer on patrol.
Upon graduation, participants are
eligible to join the Volunteers in Police
Services (VIPS).
The Rowlett Police Department’s
Citizens Police Academy held its first
session in the Spring of 1998 and has
been held twice yearly since inception
with participation from over 300
citizens to date.
For more information or to register
please contact Kristin Harris at 972412-6283 or by email.

Put a Freeze on Winter Fires

The Rowlett Fire Department would like to remind residents
that fire safety awareness and prevention efforts are especially
important in the coming months!
As we move through winter and home fires
begin to increase, the U.S. Fire Administration
(USFA) and the National Fire Protection
Association (NFPA) are reminding individuals
and communities that fire safety awareness and
efforts are especially important in the coming
months.
Each winter, an estimated 108,400 home
fires occur in the United States, resulting in
approximately 945 deaths and $1.7 billion in
property loss. Although cooking is the leading
cause of winter home fires, winter storms
can cause people to turn to alternative heating sources, such as space heaters, which
account for about one third of home fires and approximately 80 percent of home fire
deaths.

Winter fires can be prevented!
These fire safety tips can help maintain a
fire-safe home this winter season.

For more information, visit the United States Fire Administration and the National Fire
Protection Administration.

COMMUNITY
EMERGENCY RESPONSE
TEAM OFFERS CLASS
The Rowlett Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT) is actively
recruiting residents to be trained in the
program and join the team!
During a natural or man-made
disaster, CERT teams assist Fire and
Police in doing damage assessment,
accounting for residents and securing
quick, accessible routes into their
neighborhood. CERT teams also help
search for missing persons, and assist
with evacuations, traffic control,
courtesy patrols and at City events.
The Rowlett Citizen Corps Council will
sponsor a two-day CERT class on
Saturday, February 18 and 25, 8:00
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Winter Fire
Prevention Tips

1
2
3
4
5

Stay Vigilant When Cooking

Stay in the kitchen when cooking something on top
of the stove or when grilling or broiling food. Two of
every five home fires start in the kitchen - more than
any other place in the home.

Keep Items Away from Space Heaters

Space heaters, whether portable or stationary, account
for one-third of home heating fires and four out of five
home heating fire deaths. Keep anything that can burn
at least three feet away from space heaters, woodstoves,
etc.

Clean Your Chimney

A leading factor contributing to home heating fires was
failure to clean, principally creosote, from chimneys.
Have heating equipment and chimneys cleaned and
inspected every year by a qualified professional.

A.M. to 5:00 P.M. This training
includes Disaster Medical Operations,
Light Search and Rescue, and Fire
Suppression following FEMA
guidelines. The class is open to the
public. A course fee of $20 covers
disposable materials used in the class
including recharging fire extinguishers
for training.

Never use the oven or stovetop to heat a home; carbon
monoxide gas can kill you and your pets. Often called
the silent killer, carbon monoxide is an invisible,
odorless, colorless gas created when fuels (such as
gasoline, wood, coal, natural gas, propane, oil, and
methane) burn incompletely.

For more information and to register, go
to RowlettCERT.com or email CERT@
rowlettcitizencorps.org.

During 2005-2009, an estimated 12,860 home fires were
started by candles resulting in an estimated 136 deaths
and an estimated property loss of $471 million. Avoid
using lighted candles; try flameless candles instead!

The Stove is NOT a Heater!

Blow Out the Candles

FEBRUARY ACTIVITIES...
...at the Rowlett Community Centre
Check out some of the fun, new programming being
offered for Winter and Spring...sign up today!
Guitar Lessons

Monday nights
6:00-7:00 P.M.
Harness your inner guitar hero! Learn basic chords, scales
and a couple of songs in this 13-week course.

Adult Dance Class

Wednesday nights
6:00-7:00 P.M.
Lindy-Hop, Salsa, Swing and Tango will be taught each month. Couples
and individuals are welcome. Dancing with the Stars, here we come!

F.U.E.L. (Fitness Unique Educational League)

Monday - Friday
3:30 - 7:00 P.M.
After school program that promotes fitness, character building, tutorials and
college prep to youngsters grades 3 and up. This program is available weekly
or 3 days a week.

Cheerleading Combo

Tuesday afternoons
This class, open to kids ages 2-10, teaches the
basic cheerleading skills, tumbling and floor
exercises. This class is perfect for the aspiring
cheerleader.

For more information, call 972-412-6170, or visit the Parks and Recreation Department
at Rowlett.com/parksandrec.

FEBRUARY ACTIVITIES...
...at the Rowlett Library
Teens in the Library

Every Monday 4:00-5:00 P.M.
Teens and ‘tweens are invited to hang out with friends
in the Library Meeting Room. Enjoy video games,
cards and board games. Snacks will be provided.

Bilingual Spanish Story Time
Third Tuesday of Every Month
10:30-11:15 A.M.
Join the fun with stories and songs
in Spanish, puppets, crafts and much
more!

¡Hora de contar cuentos bilingüe regresa
a la biblioteca! ¡Participe en la diversión
con cuentos y canciones en español, títeres,
artesanías, y mucho más!
Presentado el tercer martes de cada mes,
comenzando el 21 de febrero a las 10:30 am.

Get your Rowlett news in many ways...
City News and Information is
Available Daily on the Rowlett
Television Network

Tune into RTN16 (Cable Channel 16) to keep up with what’s
going on in your community!
Rowlett Television Network (RTN16) features
the City of Rowlett’s national and state awardwinning programming and broadcasts 24 hours a
day, seven days a week.
Watch City Council and Planning and Zoning
Commission meetings live or rebroadcast
multiple times daily. See interviews with
longtime residents and learn about Rowlett’s
past by viewing Hometown History. Keep
up with all that’s going on in our community
by watching Rowlett on the Water...on the

Move hosted by Mayor Todd Gottel along with his co-host City Manager Lynda
Humble. Airing four times daily at 12:00 and 6:00 a.m. and p.m., this fun, fastpaced and informative monthly show features interviews with members of your
City staff and community, police and fire department equipment demonstrations,
updates on DART Light Rail, the President George Bush Turnpike, and other street
construction projects. Viewers are also introduced to, and receive updates on, all the
projects City staff is working on such as Realize Rowlett 2020, the City budget, and
Parks and Recreation programming.
RTN16 can be seen on Time Warner Cable channel 16 or Verizon Cable channel
16 and all programming may also be viewed at your convenience online at www.
rowlett.com. View the complete RTN16 schedule and join us!

Rowlett News - Delivered to You
Sign Up Today!
Click on Notify Me at www.rowlett.com to
have City news delivered right to your inbox!

DID YOU KNOW...The City of Rowlett
has a YouTube channel?
Watch the Mayor’s recent State of the
City Address, the monthly Rowlett
on the Water, on the Move television
show featuring the Mayor and City
Manager Lynda Humble, special
event wrap-ups, Realize Rowlett
2020 presentations and more!
Subscribe and receive notifications
when new videos are added.

this month’s success story

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat.
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper. Et iusto odio
dignissim qui erat plurius blandit praesent dolor luptatum zzril delenit augue duis
dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit,
sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation
ullamcorper te suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex
ea commodo consequat. Lorem ipsum
dolo sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit.

City Calendar

February
1

2

3

4

Special Worksession to discuss the drought
5:30 @ City
Hall

Daddy Daughter
Dance @ RCC
7pm

5

6

Quarterly Mayor’s Meeting w/
HOAs
7pm @ City
Hall

7
City Council
Meeting
7:30 pm @
City Hall

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21
City Council
Meeting
7:30 pm

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

(972) 463-CITY

Special Worksession to
discuss Utility
Fund 5:30 @
City Hall

City of Rowlett
4000 Main Street
Rowlett, TX 75088

City Manager’s
Book Club @
Library, 7pm

Valentines Carnival@ Library
2-4pm

www.rowlett.com

