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On the Move

Rowlett Fire Rescue
Recognized by the American
Heart Association

ISSUE NO.1209
SEPTEMBER, 2012

Targeted regional coordination
directly leads to lifesaving action
Baylor Medical Center at Garland and Rowlett Fire Rescue
Received Recognition for Fastest Response Times for Acute
Myocardial Infarction Treatment

On August 8, the Rowlett Fire Department was recognized for having the fastest total
combined patient treatment time for data submitted to the American Heart Association
Dallas Caruth
Initiative during
the first quarter of
2012. Every day
in Dallas County,
approximately 30
people suffer a heart
attack and depend on
the seamless delivery
of emergency
medical services
to increase their
chances of survival
and quality of life.
Cardiovascular
l to r: Charles Hantla, Michael Ladusau, patient Joy Dickey and disease is the
Josh Dodson
number one killer of
all Americans and
current survival rates in Dallas County are lower than the national average. Response
times vary across hospital systems and EMS providers and that critical time can mean
the differences between life, death and permanent disability.
continued on page 2

FISCAL YEAR 2013 BUDGET
City of Rowlett Mission Statement:
“A citizen centered organization
that provides great value to our
citizens for their tax dollars.”
City Manager Lynda Humble presented the Proposed Fiscal
Year (FY) 2013 Budget to the City Council on August
7. After two Public Hearings, held on August 21 and
September 4, the FY 2013 budget will be formally adopted
on September 18 at the City Council Meeting and will go
into effect October 1.
The City of Rowlett, as a whole, prides itself on the great
programs and services that we provide to our customers on
a daily basis. Our citizens are paying on average $81 less
in taxes today than in 2007, yet are receiving a higher level
of service. FY2013 will be the eighth (8th) straight year
that Rowlett residents have been paying the same tax
rate. This achievement is a testament to the great City of
Rowlett employees, who truly make a difference in the lives
of those we serve. We also recognize that providing great
value to our citizens requires us to provide a high level of
financial stewardship. Read more…

continued from page 1

Through a multi-million dollar
grant initiative between the
American Heart Association and
W.W. Caruth Jr. Foundation,
efforts are being made to
streamline protocols between
participating hospitals and EMS
agencies in a collaborative
effort to reduce response times,
increase action and coordinate
data transfer. Every second counts
and unfortunately critical seconds
are often lost due to ineffective
coordination efforts.

“

I am extremely
proud to serve on a
team of firefighters that
demonstrates this level
of dedication on a daily
basis.

”

George Harris
Fire Chief

On February 1, 2012 around
noon, a 53 year old female was at
home in Rowlett when she started
to experience extreme chest pains.
She became short of breath and
the pain radiated down her arm
so she called 911 at 12:13 pm.
Through a series of controlled
coordination between the patient,
the EMS and Baylor Garland
hospital staff, it was 74 minutes
from the time the call came
in until the patient was on the
operating table with the blocked
artery opened and blood flow
restored to the heart. The median
response time in Texas for the
same procedure is 171 minutes!
Congratulations to Rowlett
Fire Rescue personnel Charles
Hantla, Josh Dodson and Michael
Ladusau. These gentlemen truly
made a difference in the life of
their patient that day. The Rowlett
community is lucky to have not
only Charles, Josh and Michael on
our team, but the entire Rowlett
Fire Department, who collectively
provide some of the best prehospital care in Texas!

WATER RATES TO INCREASE

Effective October 1, 2012, the City of Rowlett will raise water and
sewer rates $11.95 per customer per month
For most residential customers, this will increase your monthly utility bill by about 9%.
Refuse and drainage fees will remain flat. There are three reasons for this increase:

123

The City of Rowlett must increase
its capital maintenance funding in
order to maintain our water and
sewer system. Years of limited
funding for maintenance and
droughts in 2006 and 2011 have
created a worst case scenario for
our water and sewer pipelines,
sewer lift stations, water pump
stations and other related
equipment and infrastructure. It
is no longer an option to continue
to defer maintenance until next
year, hoping it does not get any
worse. Therefore, Rowlett will
increase its water rates by $8.65
per month to provide additional
annual funding of $2.0 million in
annual capital maintenance.

Zebra mussels, a federally designated
invasive species, have infested Lake
Texoma, which is 28% of North
Texas Municipal Water District’s
(NTMWD) water supply. NTMWD
provides water to 1.6 million
customers in north Texas, including
Rowlett residents and will be
increasing their rates 14%, which will
result in a $3.05 per month increase
next year. This cost will be passed
on to our customers. Construction
of a $300 million pipeline is required
in order to access this much needed
source of water and comply with
federal statutes related to invasive
species. The District anticipates
future annual increases to pay for
system improvements.

Wastewater treatment
costs are increasing by
the City of Garland.
The City of Garland
treats the wastewater for
Rowlett customers and
will be increasing their
rates by 2.5%, which
will result in a $0.25 per
month increase next
year. This increase will
also be passed on to our
customers. The City
of Garland anticipates
future annual increases
to pay for system
improvements.

Find out more about the specifics of this rate increase at www.rowlett.com/WaterRateIncrease,
where there is much more detailed information including a video explaining the need for this
increase along with a comprehensive list of frequently asked questions.

Your Vote Counts…Register to Vote Today!

To vote on November 6, register by October 9!

The City of Rowlett would like
to remind everyone that in order
to vote in the November 6, 2012
Election, you must be registered
to vote by Tuesday, October 9.
The registration process is
simple: pick up a voter
registration card at City Hall
or the Rowlett Public Library
to complete and mail in, or

fill out a voter registration
application online.
If you use the online
registration, you are not
registered until you have
filled out the online
application, printed it, and
mailed it to your local County
Voter Registrar.

Rowlett to Change Solid Waste
Service Providers
Effective October 1, Waste
Management will provide weekly
trash, recycling service and
automatic brush and bulky waste
pick-up services with NO cost
increase to you!
Better service for Rowlett citizens is
on the way. The two major changes
include larger 96 gallon polycarts
for trash, 96 gallon polycarts for
recyclables and WEEKLY collection
of brush and bulky waste, without
limitation, without any bundling
requirements and without the
requirement of a phone call! Simply
place brush and bulky items next to
trash and recycling polycarts and
they will be picked up on the normal
trash day. If it is an extraordinarily
large pile of brush, a second truck
may be required and the pickup will
occur within the same week.
The City is very excited about
this change in provider as these
enhancements will significantly
improve customer service to our
citizens and aid in reducing the
amount of time Code Enforcement
Officers must engage to manage
piles of junk and debris throughout
our community.

The City navigated through an
extensive year-long Request for
Proposals (RFP) process. A team of
City staff-members was formed to
craft the very specific criteria used
to ensure the best possible service
with no cost increase to our citizens.
Three providers made it through
the initial screenings. Based on the
scoring of the individual criteria,
Waste Management Company
received the highest overall score .
Waste Management demonstrated
in writing that they listened and
understood the City’s requirements
by the thoroughness of their
responses to the RFP. They also
demonstrated their understanding
of the City’s commitment to a
high standard of customer service
during their oral interview. Over 20
employees representing all levels
of their organization including
the actual dispatcher, customer
service representative and the

route supervisor that will be assigned to Rowlett were in
attendance. Through the answers to City staff’s questions
and the examples provided, they clearly demonstrated
they understood and share the City’s passion for, and
expectation of, a high level of customer service, the need
for quality communication with our customers and the
ability to provide a high level of debris management in
the event of a significant weather event. These answers
were provided by employees from all levels of their
organization including the “boots on the ground” level.
This is where service is actually provided on a daily basis
to Rowlett citizens and a significant amount of interaction
with City staff occurs. The Cities of Cedar Hill, Fort
Worth, Lewisville, and Town of Flower Mound, which
currently receive solid waste collection service from
Waste Management, were contacted for references. All
references were found to be favorable.
New Waste Management collection and recycling
polycarts will be distributed to every Rowlett residence
and business beginning September 4 but please do not
use until October 1. The IESI products will be picked up
beginning the last week of September with a target date of
October 17 to have them all collected.

Watch this information video for all the details
including what to expect this month.

FUN FACT
The carts that will be rolled out to residents are made from
recyclable materials such as milk jugs. In order to provide
carts to 19,000 + Rowlett residences, over 80,000 pounds
of recycled plastic was processed at the Waste
Management Material Recovery
Facility in Raleigh, NC.

REALIZE ROWLETT 2020

Phase II Development Bus Tour

On Saturday, July 28, forty-five City of Rowlett stakeholders
set out on a day long exploration to see firsthand what elements
make attractive, vibrant places in North Texas.
Participants included members of the
Rowlett City Council, Planning and
Zoning Commission, Realize Rowlett 2020
Advisory Committee and Downtown Task
Force, City Staff and representatives from
the Waterview Home Owners Association.
Equipped with binders of information
and illustrations of concepts that are
proposed to be incorporated into Rowlett’s
Development Code in the near future, the
group set out to see these potential new
regulations in action. The tour took them to

a diverse set of projects in North Richland
Hills, Plano, and Grapevine.
The tour was a key learning component in
the second phase of the Realize Rowlett
2020 process. Phase I of Realize Rowlett
2020 began in the spring of 2011 with a
series of community visioning sessions and
concluded with a new comprehensive plan
adopted in September of that year. The City
is currently working through Phase II to
refine this vision and develop regulations to

support it. The Phase II community input
meetings wrapped up in June and currently
the consultants and City Staff are using
that input to draft new zoning regulations.
The development tour was an opportunity
for City Stakeholders to see firsthand why
these new regulations will be important
to achieve the community’s vision. It
highlighted some of the best development
and zoning practices in the metroplex and
allowed participants to learn from others’
experiences, both positive and negative.

Downtown Plano

Hometown in North Richland Hills

In the morning, Assistant
City Manager of Plano
Frank Turner led the
group through Downtown
Plano talking about
the influence of the
DART rail line, mixed
use development, and
the City’s role in land
acquisition that led to successful residential and commercial projects.
For Rowlett several lessons were learned that could be applied to our
downtown:

The second stop was the
Hometown development
in North Richland Hills.
Bill Geitema, co-founder
of Arcadia who developed
the project, led the group
through the neighborhood
which was designed
based on traditional
neighborhood principals. A few key lessons to take back to Rowlett
are:

•
•
•
•
•

The City will likely play a key role in development projects
downtown
Old and new structures can work together in harmony
A residential component is essential in downtown
No change in crime was seen with the opening of DART
Attention to detail, including street light spacing and depth of
balconies, is important to a quality development.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Variety in housing types creates diversity that is good for
neighborhood longevity, long-term property values and the City’s
tax base
Variety in building materials and colors adds life and vibrancy to
the street,
Attention to detail in windows, porches, raised entries, alleys and
fences brings life to the street
Narrow streets lined with trees makes walking through the
neighborhood inviting while still allowing for fire department
access
Providing safe ways for children to walk or bike to neighborhood
schools adds value
Creative financing can be used to make improvements for all
citizens.

continued on page 5

continued from page 4

REALIZE ROWLETT 2020 Phase II Development Bus Tour (cont.)
Downtown Grapevine

Legacy Town Center, Plano

The third stop was
Downtown Grapevine.
City Manager of
Grapevine, Bruno
Rumbelow, explained the
decades-long attention
to Main Street and its
importance to the City.
Main Street thrives in
Grapevine thanks in part to the Gaylord Texas resort, Great Wolf
Lodge and Grapevine Mills Mall drawing in local and out of town
tourists. These developments are on Main Street so a City shuttle
is used to ferry people back and forth. In addition, weekly farmer’s
markets and annual festivals draw thousands and punctuate the
importance of Main Street as a civic and cultural center. Important
takeaways included;
•
Rowlett Main Street’s long-term success will be dependent on
development of other areas in the Realize Rowlett 2020 plan as
they all feed off each other,
•
Older development from previous decades poses challenges
and needs to be worked around as best as possible until it can be
redeveloped
•
Main Street should be cherished so development and
improvements should not be rushed
•
Events downtown bring in tourists and add extra life to the area.

The last stop was the
Shops at Legacy in Plano
led by urban designer
and City Consultant
Dennis Wilson of
Townscape Architects,
and Mark Bowers, with
HOK consulting. This
more intense, urbanstyle development provides great examples of what works and what
doesn’t with balconies, sidewalks and streetscapes. For example
street trees and awnings provided shade during the hot part of the
day. Lessons learned include;
•
Along major roads and highways, development can take on
different forms to benefit the more pedestrian oriented area
•
Parking can be provided in the rear and out of sight, opening up
the streets for pedestrians
•
Sidewalks need to be sufficiently wide for pedestrians to travel
comfortably
•
Pedestrian access ways through blocks make walking through
the development easier
•
Elevated entries to townhomes and apartments on the street
provide privacy for residents and create an active street life
•
Patio eating areas, signs, and glass storefronts engage
pedestrians and create a lively commercial street.

Start Planning Your Neighborhood Party Now!
NATIONAL NIGHT OUT
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 2
The Rowlett Police Department invites you and your
neighborhood to participate in the 29th Annual National Night
Out (NNO) sponsored by the National Association of Town
Watch (NATW).
National Night Out is designed to:
Heighten crime and drug prevention
awareness; generate support for,
and participation in, local anticrime
programs; strengthen neighborhood
spirit and police-community
partnerships; and to send a message
to criminals letting them know that
neighborhoods are organized and
fighting back.
Neighborhoods throughout the

community are encouraged to lock
your doors, turn on your porch lights
and gather with your neighbors
to show unity against criminal
activity. Many neighborhoods plan
special events such as block parties,
swimming parties and cookouts. If
yours is one of those, the Rowlett
Police and Fire Rescue Departments
would love the opportunity to drop
in and visit with everyone. They can
bring the SWAT vehicle, squad cars,

Fire Engines and more for kids (and adults!) to enjoy.
Mayor Todd Gottel, City Manager Lynda Humble
and members of the City Council and City staff will
also be dropping in on all the celebrations.
Please contact Officer Greg Baldwin in the Police
Department’s Community Services Division
via email or at 972-412-6242 to sign up your
neighborhood or for more information.
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Tips to Help YOU
Eliminate Standing
Water

1
2
3
4
5

Regularly inspect and clean
roof gutters
Water can pool in debris and stand for long
periods of time.

Dump water from potted plants

Do not allow water to collect and stand in drain
collection dishes placed beneath the pots.

DID YOU KNOW...
Sweeping Efforts – The City of Rowlett Street Division has compiled a list of
53 locations which collect standing water that have been swept within 72
hours after every rain event. The majority of these locations are on
streets and alleys that need to be reconstructed. Crews will
continue to respond to requests for service until the
mosquito threat is over.

Clean out birdbaths

Change the water in your birdbaths and pet water dishes
daily to avoid creating an ideal mosquito breeding
ground.

Inspect French Drains

Regularly repair to ensure water is not pooling under
rocks or gravel.

To report standing water in streets or alleys please
contact the City of Rowlett Action Center at
972-463-CITY or visit Rowlett.com

Upend wheelbarrows, buckets, and other
outdoor containers
They may catch and hold water for several days.

Keep Rowlett Beautiful
City Volunteer Organization Hosts Two Fall Events

Trinity Trash Bash

Electronics Recycling Roundup

Saturday, September 22
9:00 A.M.
Various locations on Lake Ray Hubbard
Spend the day with your family, friends,
neighbors, the young and the young-atheart, cleaning up designated areas around
Lake Ray Hubbard and around the City
of Rowlett. Scout groups, school clubs,
church groups, corporate teams, families
and individuals are welcome, or make it a
neighborhood event!
After the trash is bagged, join the fun at
Pecan Grove Park behind the Community Centre Volunteer Thank
You Hot Dog Lunch! Keep Rowlett Beautiful at 972 463-3929 or
info@keeprowlettbeautiful.org.

Saturday, October 27
9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
Rowlett Home Depot parking lot

Clean out the garage, spare room or attic
and safely get rid of the old, dusty, outdated
electronics! Items will be reused, recycled, or
safely disposed of. Acceptable items include:
printers, copiers, land and cell phones,
fax machines, all types of computers and
monitors, scanners, networking equipment,
keyboards and mice, cables and wires, video
and CD players, game machines, discs,
even batteries are accepted. In fact, almost
anything that runs on electricity or batteries and the accessories that
go with them will be recycled. For information, contact Keep Rowlett
Beautiful, 972 463-3929 or info@keeprowlettbeautiful.org.

Rowlett Police Department
to Participate in the National
Take Back Day
Saturday, September 29, 2012
10:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M.
Rowlett Community Centre (5300 Main Street)

The Rowlett Police Department is participating in the National Take Back Day, a
collaborative effort with state and local law enforcement agencies coordinated by the
Drug Enforcement Agency focused on removing potentially dangerous controlled
substances from our nation’s medicine cabinets. A national take-back day
provides a unified opportunity for the public to surrender expired,
unwanted, or unused pharmaceutical controlled substances and
other medications to law enforcement officers for destruction.
This one-day effort will bring national focus

to the issue of pharmaceutical controlled substance
abuse. The program provides an opportunity for law
enforcement, prevention, treatment, and the business
community to collaborate and establish a safe
collection site for all Americans, regardless of where
they reside.

While You Wait Program Returns

Hosted by Rowlett Parks and Recreation, this Popular Downtown-focused After School Program for
Rowlett Youth Returns with Some Important Changes
The new school year brings an opportunity to
remind parents of some important changes to
the While You Wait Afterschool Program and
loitering in the downtown area that went into
effect in May. These changes affect everything
from where students are allowed to be picked
up to establishing behavioral expectations in
the downtown area.
In 2010 the
Rowlett Police,
Parks and
Recreation and the
Rowlett Library
developed the
While You Wait
Program for
children waiting
to be picked
up by parents
in downtown
Rowlett. The
program, until
spring of this year, was held at the Library and
offered two primary components:
1) supervised and structured outdoor
recreation;
2) library services, including computer use,
study areas and resources for homework and
“Teens in the Library” (recreational gaming
offered twice weekly on days that While You

Wait Afterschool Program does not meet).
This spring, the City partnered with the
GISD and moved While You Wait to
Coyle Middle School. In addition, certain
disruptive behavior in the downtown
area was identified and is now prohibited
and enforced by City ordinance. These
behaviors include, but are not limited to:

•
•
•

Blocking an entrance, exit, sidewalk,
street, hallway or parking lot
Harassing or intimidating a person
using city owned land or facilities
Making noise inside or outside of a
building that hinders the use of, or
disrupts the peace and comfort of the
occupants of, the building

•
•

•
•

Damaging city property
Using skateboards, bikes, skates,
rollerblades and bicycles on
sidewalks not adjacent to the street in
the downtown area
Violating the no-play and no-pickup
policy established by the city
Violating no stopping or standing
prohibitions in parking lots when
designated by
signs

Parents
should review
behavioral
expectations
with their
children. Parents
should also
be aware of
the no-pickup
policy that both
the Library and
Veterans Park parking lots have enacted.
These areas are now designated as NO
Stopping or Standing areas between the
hours of 3:00 pm and 6:00 pm on school
days, meaning you may not use these lots
to pick up school children.

Meet Officer Greg Baldwin
Rowlett’s Crime Prevention Officer

Officer Baldwin, a member of the Rowlett PD since 2009, joins the
Community Services Division which consists of Crime Prevention,
Code Enforcement, Animal Control, School Resource Officers
(SRO’s), Volunteers in Police (VIPS) as well as the School Crossing
Guards.
Officer Baldwin is responsible for designing, implementing and
overseeing the Crime Prevention Programs within the department
which includes training officers in crime prevention programs
and techniques. Officer Baldwin is also responsible for preparing,
analyzing, and presenting information regarding crime information and
statistics to community groups and organizations, as well as
overseeing the Citizens Police Academy,

Neighborhood Watch (Crime Watch)
Program and annual National Night
Out efforts.
“I look forward to working with the
community and assisting citizens in
proactively deterring crime and increasing the quality of life in our
neighborhoods. I hope by combining preventative efforts between
citizens and the police department we can make our community a
safer place to live and raise our families.”
Officer Baldwin has spent the past sixteen years in law enforcement
and has been employed by the City of Rowlett as a Police Officer
since 2009. He is a Master Peace Officer and also holds a BS in
Criminal Justice from Jacksonville State University.

PARKS and RECREATION
NEWS
Get Healthy and Stay Active!
Registration is now open for
a full slate of fitness classes,
children’s activities, sports
teams and activities for older
adults offered by the Parks and
Recreation Department at the
Rowlett Community Centre.

Sign the kids up for
raquetball, basketball, soccer
and hockey. Adults can get
in on the team sports action
as well with basketball,
volleyball and softball. There
are many activities for older
adults, too, such as bridge,
monthly lunch socials, fitness
and computer classes and
field trips.

The Fall Lakeside Leisure has
information on over 50 ways to
get healthy and stay active...right
here in your home town!

Browse the Fall Lakeside
Leisure and find a class or
activity perfect for you and
everyone in your family!

Get fit with Zumba, Body
Works, Spin, Yogalates and
many other excersise classes.

Rowlett Community
Centre Open House

Saturday, October 6
10:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.

Come check out YOUR Community
Centre. The facility includes a fitness
center, two gyms, an elevated walking/

jogging track, loads of fun programs for tiny tots on up
to senior citizens, gaming area for teens and so much
more! The event will include fun activities for the kids,
building tours, a membership drive with discounts, room
rental drive with room rental tours and fun family games
and tournaments.

Movies
on

Main
Grab the family and
enjoy a free movie
experience Friday
evenings in September
Movies on Main will
take place indoors at
the Rowlett Community
Centre this year only
due to the threat of West
Nile Virus from mosquito
bites.
Kung Fu Panda 2
Friday, September 7

GRANDPARENTS DAY
SOCIAL

Rowlett Community Centre
Saturday, September 8
2:00 – 4:00 P.M.
It’s time to celebrate Grandparents! Bring your
Nana, Papa, Granny or Grandpa for an old-fashioned
ice cream social.

Puss n Boots
Friday, September 14
Hoodwinked Too!
Friday, September 21
Movies begin at 8:00P.M.

SEPTEMBER IS LIBRARY CARD
SIGN-UP MONTH
It’s the Smartest Card in Your Wallet!
An important reminder as students head back
to school: the Rowlett Public Library offers the
most important school supply of all … a library
card! Students of all ages find the tools they
need to succeed at the Library.

activities in addition to a wide variety of
reading resources that make learning fun.
Nook and Kindle users can even check out
e-books!

From free access to databases and homework
help, to encyclopedias and test preparation
materials, the Library has something for every
student. And young readers can enjoy educational programs and

September is Library Card Sign-Up Month.
It’s the smartest card in your wallet because
it’s your free ticket to lifetime learning and
entertainment. For more information on how
to sign up for a library card, stop by the Library at 3900 Main St.

September Activities at the Rowlett Library
All About Australia

Wednesday, September 12 - 7:00 P.M.
Entertaining and informative presentation on this
beautiful country from someone who knows Australia
best: Australia Specialist, Robbert van Bloemendall,
CTC, president of Travel Leaders in Rowlett.

Senior Computer Class: Computer
Basics

September 11-13 - 8:30 A.M. – 10:30 A.M.
Free computer classes for Rowlett seniors in conjunction
with the Rowlett Senior Advisory Board. This class is
limited to 18 participants. To register, call 972-412-6161.
Please plan to attend all three days.

Anita Martinez Ballet Folklorico
Saturday, September 15 - 2:00 P.M.

Enjoy beautiful music, colorful costumes and an
exciting dance performance in celebration of Mexico’s
Independence Day.

Talk Like a Pirate Day

Saturday, September 22 - 2:00 – 4:00 P.M.
Made famous by author Dave Barry, this is the day to let
your inner Captain Jack Sparrow shine! Wear a Pirate
Costume and play Pirate Games to gain Pirate Treasure.
Aaarrrrgggghh!

Citizens Fire Academy

Rowlett Fire Rescue Kicks Off the Fall 2012 Session on
Thursday, September 20

Members of the Citizens Fire Academy
during “burn day”.

Each fall, Rowlett Fire Rescue offers a
free eight-week Citizen’s Fire Academy.
The class offers adults in the Rowlett
community an interactive, in-depth,
insider’s view of the services provided
by the City of Rowlett Fire Rescue
Department. Participants receive fire
safety education, fire safety training
for both the home and the work place
and hands-on experience in emergency
operations.

The class culminates in a “burn day”
where participants don Fire Rescue gear
and put out a fire at the Garland Fire
Department’s training facility on SH 66.
Come join the fun, make new friends
and enjoy the experience of a life time.
For more information please contact
Gloria Adams via email or at
972-412-6230.

National
Preparedness Month
founded after 9/11 to increase
awareness of emergency
preparedness
This month marks the eleven year
anniversary of 9/11. It’s a time to
remember those lost as well as make sure
you are prepared for future emergencies.
September is National Preparedness Month
(NPM), which was founded after 9/11
to increase preparedness in the U.S. It is
a time to prepare yourself and those in
your care for an unexpected emergency. If
you’ve seen the news recently, you know
that emergencies can happen unexpectedly
in communities just like ours, to people
like us. We’ve seen tornado outbreaks,
river floods and flash floods, historic
earthquakes, tsunamis, and even water
main breaks and power outages in U.S.
cities affecting millions of people for days
at a time.

This September, please prepare and plan
in the event you must go for three days
without electricity, water service, access
to a supermarket, or City services for
several days.
Just follow these three steps:
1.

Get a Kit
Keep enough emergency
supplies on hand for you and those
in your care – water, non-perishable
food, first aid, prescriptions,
flashlight, battery-powered radio
– for a checklist of supplies visit
Ready.gov.

2.

Develop a Plan
Discuss, agree on, and document an
emergency plan with those in your

care. For sample plans, see Ready.gov. Work
together with neighbors, colleagues and
others to build community resilience.
3.

Be Informed
Find preparedness information at Ready.
gov to learn what to do before, during, and
after an emergency. Contact your local
emergency management agency to get
essential information on specific hazards
to your area, local plans for shelter and
evacuation, ways to get information before
and during an emergency, and how to sign up
for emergency alerts if they are available.

For more information on NPM and help
getting prepared, visit Ready.gov or call
1-800-BE-READY.

Construction Corner

an update on street construction projects around town

Merritt Road Interconnector
project will widen road to four lanes

This project will widen Merritt Road from two lanes to a
four lane divided highway, acting as a frontage road for the
President George Bush Turnpike (PGBT). It will connect
from the Merritt Road interchange at the PGBT in Sachse
to the Liberty Grove Interconnector in Rowlett. This is a
$14 million multi-jurisdictional project funded at an 80%
match with Regional Transportation Funding. Construction
has begun with a tentative November, 2013 completion date.

Paving of both the north and south
bound main lanes from the PGBT is
complete.

Crews perform on-site excavating
in preparation for moisture treated
sub-grade process. . If in this area
proceed with caution due to the heavy
construction in progress.

this month’s success story

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat.
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper. Et iusto odio
dignissim qui erat plurius blandit praesent dolor luptatum zzril delenit augue duis
dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit,
sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation
ullamcorper te suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex
ea commodo consequat. Lorem ipsum
dolo sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit.

City Calendar

September
1

2

9

3
Labor Day
City facilities
closed

4
5
City Council
Meeting

10

11
Sr. Computer Class

7:30 pm @ City
Hall

8:30-10:30a @
Library

16

17

24

12

26

8
Grandparents Day
Social 2-4p@

14
Movies on
Main - Puss
in Boots

15
Ballet Folklorico

RCC

2 pm @ Library

8pm @ RCC

20
Citizens Fire
Academy
begins

21
22
Trinity Trash
Movies on
Bash
Main - Hood- 9am @ Lake
winked Too! Talk Like a
8pm @ RCC

Pirate
2pm @ Library

27

28

29
Nat’l Takeback Day

10a-2p @ RCC

30

(972) 463-CITY

13

Sr. Computer
Sr. ComputClass
er Class
8:30-10:30a
All About Austra- 8:30-10:30a @
Library
lia
7pm @ Library

18
19
City Council
Meeting

25

7
Movies on
Main - KungFu Panda 2
8pm @ RCC

7:30 pm @ City
Hall

23

6

City of Rowlett
4000 Main Street
Rowlett, TX 75088

www.rowlett.com

