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On the Move
DART Light Rail
Blue Line Begins
Service to Rowlett
on December 3

After 27 years of paying into the
DART system, Rowlett residents
will enjoy a light rail connection to
the Metroplex!
Rowlett, it’s time to celebrate! After breaking ground in 2009, the construction is
complete, the testing phase which began this spring is coming to a close and very
soon Rowlett citizens will be able to access all points of the Metroplex by hopping on
a DART Light Rail Blue Line train at the Downtown Rowlett Station.
When the crew flipped the switch last spring on April 25’s Live Wire test – the
first run of the new Blue Line from
Downtown Garland to Downtown
Rowlett stations, Rowlett history was
made. Community stakeholders, along
with the mayor, city council members,
City staff and DART board members
were on hand and celebrated not only the
successful test but the knowledge that the
forethought and diligence of those who
served the Rowlett community before
them was now coming to fruition.
continued on page 2
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FIRE CHIEF GEORGE
HARRIS RETIRES
It is with great appreciation for his
service that the City of Rowlett
celebrates the retirement of Fire Chief
George Harris after 27 years of public
service in Rowlett.
Chief Harris retired on October 31 after a long career
dedicated to the safety and wellbeing of Rowlett citizens,
the past three and a half years of which he served as Fire
Chief.
“It has been a privilege
to be a part of Rowlett
Fire Rescue and work
with the finest in our
profession,” says
Chief George Harris.
“Retiring will be
bittersweet because of
my long association
with the City of Rowlett but we are looking forward to
a new chapter in our life with more time for family and
travel.”
Chief Harris spent his entire career in public service, first
with 19 years at Bell Systems serving customers across the
southern United States and establishing a strong foundation

continued on page 2

for quality customer care, then segueing
into in law enforcement as a Deputy
Sherriff with the Rockwall County
Sherriff’s Department in 1978.
In an unusual career trajectory, he made
the switch from law enforcement to the
fire service in 1985 when he was hired
by the City of Rowlett as a Firefighter/
EMT. At that time the City had only 14
firefighters! George saw a need and filled
it, obtaining his Arson Investigator license
in 1987 and becoming the City’s first fire
investigator then Fire Marshal, a role he
held for 13 years.

“

While a community is
entrusted in our care, we
have a responsibility and
duty as public servants to
leave it better than we found
it. There is absolutely no
doubt that George Harris is
leaving the City of Rowlett
and all of us who are a part
of this organization better
than he found us!

”

Lynda Humble
City Manager

Seeking to enhance the difference he
was making in the community he served,
George accepted the position of Assistant
City Manager in 2003 and then filled in
as Interim City Manager for six months
in 2005 when that position was vacant.
He sought and was awarded the position
of Fire Chief/Emergency Management
Coordinator in 2008, but later that year
he was once again called upon to serve
as Interim City Manager. He returned
to the Fire Department, and the position
of Fire Chief/Emergency Management
Coordinator, which he feels was the most
rewarding of his long career in public
service, in 2009, where he has remained.
During his tenure, Chief Harris saw the
department grow from 14 firefighters
to a department of 77 employees. He
saw the construction of three additional
Fire Stations, bringing the total to four,
ensuring citizens were quickly accessible
to Fire Rescue personnel in all four
quadrants of the City.
The Rowlett Fire Department is providing
award-winning service today because of
the dedication and commitment of retiring
Fire Chief George Harris.

DART Light Rail Blue Line Service Begins December 3
(cont. from page 1)
For more than 27 years, our City has
patiently invested in DART’s growing
light rail system because we recognized its
great and growing value to all the citizens
of its 13 member cities. Transit adds to
the quality of our lives by giving us time
to do more important things than spend it
sitting in traffic. It also helps clear our skies,
increases our productivity and helps grow
our collective economy!

“

We in Rowlett will treasure
the extra time we will be able to
spend with our families on the lake
by taking advantage of the timesaving and stress-relieving light rail ride to our jobs,
entertainment venues and soon to both airports. Congratulations to all of Rowlett. Our
time has come...and our train has come in!

“

continued from page 1

Former Mayor of Rowlett and Current DART Board Member, Mark Enoch

Main Street Fest: Ride the Rowlett Express!
Saturday, December 1
Main Street and the Downtown Rowlett Station
3:00 – 6:00 P.M.

Come celebrate the opening
of the DART Light Rail
Blue Line extension into
Rowlett at the biggest party
of the year! This event
will combine elements
from the City’s three most
popular events; Touch a
Truck, Fireworks on Main
and Light Up Main Tree
Lighting Festivities into one
spectacular afternoon of
entertainment.
Bring the camera for lots
of photo opportunities as
the kids climb all over,
in and out of vehicles of
all shapes and sizes. Fire
engines, ambulances, police
cars, SWAT vehicles, large
construction tractors, dump
trucks, a DART bus and so
many more!
The fun doesn’t stop there!
Radio Disney will be on
hand and lots more kid’s
activities including a Winter
Wonderland complete with
snow will keep the little
ones entertained. Unique
shopping opportunities
and food, food, food from
local Rowlett restaurants
and other vendors will line

Main Street. Live music and
performances from bands and
local school choirs will set the
holiday mood.

Across the tracks at the Rowlett
Station, enjoy free DART Light
Rail train rides to and from the
downtown Garland station, more
live music, shopping and food
as DART celebrates the grand
opening too!
This fun afternoon will also
feature an enhanced Light Up
Main tree lighting featuring an
expanded lighting scheme all
up and down Main Street. And
of course, Santa Claus will visit
with everyone in the gazebo in
Veteran’s Park. Then, when it
gets dark, ooooh’s and ahhhhh’s
will echo up and down Main
Street over the holiday inspired
fireworks show!
The Rowlett community has
waited a long time for this so
come celebrate with your family,
friends and neighbors! Park at
Coyle Middle School, Rowlett
High School, Herfurth Park, First
United Methodist Church or First
Baptist Church, shuttles will
run all afternoon.

DART BLUE LINE
EXTENSION FUN FACTS
Light Rail Trivia

We’ve watched the construction and often
wondered...
How many rail ties are there throughout the alignment?
•
Approximately 17,000 concrete rail ties
•
Shakespeare invented more than 17,000 words commonly used in the
English language, but not “concrete, rail or ties”
•
Equal in length to driving two roundtrips between Downtown Rowlett
and Downtown Rockwall

How much concrete was poured in Park & Ride, Martin/
Melcer construction?
•
Approximately 16,900 square yards
•
Enough to cover the infields of 19 major league baseball
teams
•
Enough to pour foundations for 285 homes (2,400 sq. ft. avg.)

How many work hours with no incidents?
•
1,061,000 hours worked at the end of March 2012 with one lost time
incident
•
It would take one full time employee 26,525 weeks, or 510 years, to work
this many hours

How much vegetation has been planted?
• Over 18,000 shrubs and trees
• Roughly one for every town
and city in Texas, including
those that no longer exist
• Equal to 6.5 times the size of the
Rowlett High School student
body (2,700 students)
• Nearly the amount of yards
Dallas Cowboys running back
Emmitt Smith rushed for during his Hall of Fame career (18,355)

How many feet of track make up the Blue Line?
• Over 100,000 linear feet of rail
• 19 miles or the length of 333 Rowlett High Eagles
football fields. (33,333.333 yards)
• Roughly the driving distance from Rowlett to 		
either Plano or Dallas. (Estimated at 18-20 miles)
• More than twice the length of Rowlett’s new 9.9
mile George Bush Turnpike (104,544 feet)
How much wire is there in the System?
• Over 111,000 linear feet
• Nearly twice the population of Rowlett
• 21 miles or 55,500 Dallas Mavericks Larry O’Brien
NBA Championship trophies laid end-to-end
How much cubic feet of dirt was used or removed?
•
Approximately 5.9 million cubic feet
•
Enough dirt moved to build 4,000 swimming pools at 10,000 gallons each
•
The amount of dirt used is larger than nine Rowlett Waterview Golf Clubs
•
The equivalent of 42,666,666 cans of Coca Cola
How many structures were built?
• Six Bridges
• “Six Bridges to Cross” was a classic
1955 movie starring Tony Curtis
• Equal to the number of council members on
the Rowlett City Council
• The Dallas Mavericks have won six
championships: three Division championships,
two Western Conference Championships and
one NBA Championship
•
All-Star outfielder Josh Hamilton has been caught stealing base
only six times as a Texas Ranger

Downtown Rowlett Station

Visit the station designed by the Rowlett
community!
The Downtown Rowlett
Station is a point of
pride for the entire
community. Designed
with input from
Rowlett’s DART Art
& Design Committee,
comprised of local
residents, artists and
business owners, the station features lovely art inspired by
the community’s values of history, education, family and the
environment. The Committee also had input
on the beautiful landscaping which
features drought-tolerant
native plants.

Fiscal Year 2012
Accomplishments

How Boards and Commissions Make
a Difference in our Community

The Rowlett community is truly blessed to have so very many
citizens wishing to make a difference in their City by joining a
Board or Commission. Here are the highlights of Fiscal Year 2012
(FY2012) for each one!

Animal Shelter Advisory Board
(ASAB)

The Animal Shelter Advisory Board
reviews various shelter policies and
procedures and assists in planning the
special events pertaining to the Animal
Shelter. The Board also provides input
on the drafting and modifying of Animal
Control Ordinance
After each Pet Adoptathon
was over, the board
reviewed the successes
and offered input to
improve future events.
The ASAB also reviewed
the Animal Registration
Ordinance to give
direction on retaining or
abolishing the ordinance
and enacting a new
ordinance requiring Micro
chipping certain types of
animals upon impound.
The board recommended the City keep
the Animal Registration Ordinance and
amend it to include micro-chipping
animals which were impounded and not
registered. The ASAB also discussed
the City’s planned use of Facebook to
promote Animal Shelter Operations,
functions and featured animals. This
discussion included the use of Petfinder,
Craigslist and the “Friends of Rowlett
Animals” Facebook page.

Arts and Humanities Commission
(AHC)

The Arts & Humanities Commission
encourages the development of,
appreciation for and participation in
the arts and humanities in the City of
Rowlett.
This year, the AHC awarded four $500
cultural grants. The grants, funded
through the Hotel/Motel tax, were
awarded to the Rowlett Community
Chorale, Lakeshore Symphonic Winds,
Amateur Community Theater of Rowlett

(ACTOR) and Artists ‘Round Texas.
Art in Education grants are awarded to
schools to support specific art projects.
This year, two $250 grants were awarded;
Rockwall Christian Academy, for a
sculpture project and exhibit, and Rowlett
Elementary School, for recorders and
student music books for fourth grade
students.
The AHC also annually
holds a Young Artists
Exhibit, a Writing Contest
and a Photography Contest,
all offering cash awards:
The Young Artists Exhibit
was held in January and
206 entries were received
from public, private and
homeschooled students in
kindergarten through high
school. The purpose of
the exhibit is to recognize
and provide positive
reinforcement to talented
young artists and their art
teachers.
The Writing Contest, also
with cash awards, was
held in May and 43 entries
(16 adult, 27 youth) were
received. The contest has
two divisions, youth and
adult, and there are three
categories within each
division: poetry, short story and short
works. Entries are judged on originality,
content, creativity, relevancy, structure
and the intangible – how the work
touches the reader.
The Photography Contest, open to
anyone in the Lake Ray Hubbard area
with an interest in photography, was held
in September with 12 entries received.
Themed “All Things Texas,” the contest

entries were displayed at the Rowlett
Public Library throughout September.
Members of the AHC also share a vision
for a future cultural arts center where
local artists, performers, and artisans
might have a venue. Members have
attended Realize Rowlett 2020 meetings
and also met with the City’s Economic
Development Director on the need
and feasibility of an arts center in the
community.

Board of Adjustment (BOA)

Board of Adjustment members hear
requests for variances and special
exceptions to the City’s Zoning
Ordinance.
The BOA met only once during fiscal
year 2012 to have orientation and swear
in new members.
The types of cases that might go to
the board of adjustment
are variances from the
strict requirements in the
code, or rulings on staff
interpretations of the code.
BOA variances should be
the exception, not the rule.
If the zoning codes are clear
and reasonable there should
be very few instances of
cases going before the
Board of Adjustment. No
cases were brought forward
to the Board of Adjustment
in Fiscal Year 2012 and City staff
considers this a success in itself!
continued on page 5

How Boards and Commissions Make a Difference in our Community
(cont. from page 4)
Economic Development Advisory
Board (EDAB)

The Board has three main goals and
objectives: the Rowlett
Allies Day Golf Tournament,
Rowlett Economic
Development Forum and
a mentoring program
for small and/or startup
businesses. In addition the
board will address events or
partner with the Chamber of
Commerce as needed.
Rowlett Allies Day Golf
Outing at Waterview Golf
Club was held on May 2.
The event provides EDAB
members the opportunity to
network with developers,
brokers and investors about the
opportunities and reasons to develop in
Rowlett. 40 guests participated in the golf
portion of the day and another 20 guests
attended the dinner. Mayor Gottel shared
highlights of the Realize Rowlett 2020
vision and the opportunities in the focus
areas from the RR2020 Phase II during
his keynote address.
A key function of the EDAB is to partner
with the Rowlett Chamber of Commerce
to promote economic development in
the community. Several EDAB board
members serve on the Chamber Board
of Directors and various Chamber
committees. Several also serve on
the Governmental Affairs/Legislative
Committee which works with the
local and state legislative members to
ensure Rowlett business and economic

development issues are being heard.

Golf Advisory Board (GAB)

The GAB acts in an
advisory capacity to provide
observations and make
recommendations to the City
Council regarding operations
and maintenance of the City’s
golf course.
FY2012 accomplishments
included:
Addition of 100 new trees
around the course and a new
fountain & circulator on the
pond between hole
#13 & #14 to keep
the pond clean of
algae.

Complete in November, a
new tee box on hole #11; a
bent grass nursery to provide
sod for the golf course’s 18
greens during the extreme
heat of the summer; two
new bunkers on holes #8
& #18 and remove two
bunkers on holes #4 & #8 to
put additional bunkers “in
play” providing more of a
challenge.

Library Advisory Board (LAB)

Library Board members act as liaisons
to the library staff, advising on items of
community interests and concerns. Board
members review library policies for City
Council approval as well.
An accreditation requirement of the Texas

Volunteer!

Volunteers truly make a difference in
our community AND save taxpayer
dollars
In Fiscal Year 2012:

26,627.75 hours were donated
$583,179.34 taxpayer dollars saved
12.82 Full Time Employee equivalents!
Visit Rowlett.com or call Denise Perrin at 972-412-6192
if you would like to volunteer!

State Library and Archives Commission
for public library members of the State
Library System is to have a strategic plan
in place and updated every five years.
Throughout FY2012, the Director of
Library Services made monthly reports
on library programs, services and staff
projects addressing elements of the
strategic plan to the LAB.
In February, the LAB held their annual
appreciation party for the members
of the library staff. Board members
presented staff with $5 Starbucks gift
cards and an assortment of refreshments,
many which were
homemade. This
traditional gesture is
greatly appreciated
by members of the
library staff.
The LAB also
continued work on a
“Mystery Theater”
presentation on
Saturday, January
12, 2013. The
event is intended to
increase the public’s
awareness of the
library’s adult programs and services,
particularly within the Rowlett business
community. The LAB strategized to
solicit volunteer actors and involve others
to assist with publicity, refreshments,
props and costumes and other event
details. Friends of the Rowlett Library
will assist in this endeavor.
continued on page 6

How Boards and Commissions Make a Difference in our Community
(cont. from page 4)
Parks Advisory Board (PAB)

The PAB reviews, discusses and votes to present
recommendations before the City Council for all
Parks and Recreation matters.
The PAB played a major role in 2 special work
sessions with City Council, Keep Rowlett Beautiful
and several City departments discussing the master
plan for Scenic Point Park. The Board discussed
the location of the Environmental Learning Center
and the role it plays in the development of Realize
Rowlett 2020.
PAB also provided a number of recommendations
regarding and the design of the kayaking program at
Paddle Point Park and setting up rentals and classes
to encourage regional tourism. There are now hundreds of citizens
from around the metroplex utilizing Paddle Point Park each week!
One of the PAB’s goals was to coordinate an Arbor
Day program with the Parks Department. They
accomplished this by securing the donation of a
tree which was planted at Kenwood Heights Park in
honor of Jack Rinz, a board member who was lost
early in the year.
Each year the PAB assist with the application process
for Playful City USA. The PAB recommended that
Play Day, a requirement of being a Playful City USA
community, take place during the Katy Park grand
opening on October 29. The City has now earned the
designation for the third straight year.

Planning and Zoning Commission (P&Z)

Duties and responsibilities of the Planning and Zoning Commission
include processing and initiating zoning cases at the request of
property owners and/or their representatives or the City Council.
Commissioners also hear, recommend and/or
determine any matter relating to planning or
subdivision control as may be specified by the
subdivision ordinance or other applicable law.
P&Z had 21 regular meetings and four Special
or Joint Meetings at which they offered 14
recommendations on zoning changes or code
amendments. 63 total cases were decided or
recommended to City Council. Their input in Realize
Rowlett 2020 has been thoughtful and productive.
They have devoted many hours to making sure
the process and result would work for the City of
Rowlett, P&Z Commissioners have played a strong
role in the Realize Rowlett 2020 Phase II process by:
attending the four public input meetings;
participating in joint City Council meetings (in addition to the
meetings above) including a day-long development tour; having
two P&Z members serve on the Realize Rowlett 2020 Advisory
Committee; receiving staff updates on RR2020 at each regular

meeting; and providing feedback on proposed code
language, framework plans, and regulating plans.

Senior Advisory Board (SAB)

The SAB reviews, discusses and presents items/
recommendations to the City Council for all aspects
of senior citizens living in Rowlett. The Board plays
an integral part in helping with senior programming.
The SAB conducted a Senior Health Fair with over
200 attendees on April 14 at the Rowlett Community
Centre. 38 vendors including DART, Rowlett and
Dallas Area Agency on Aging and many other senior
service providers offered information and guidance.
The SAB also presents the quarterly Senior Friendly
Business Award to businesses that promote a senior
friendly atmosphere, outreach or enrichment services to the senior
population.

Traffic and Safety Commission

The Traffic and Safety Advisory Commission
identifies and reviews citizen concerns regarding
traffic and other public safety issues.
The commission along with Chief Harris conducted
a review of the emergency warning sirens, the results
of which indicated a lapse of coverage in the city and
prompting the movement and construction of new
emergency sirens. One was moved from Rowlett
Rd. and Scott St. to Miller Rd. at University Dr.
to provide coverage to the west end of Miller Rd.
Two new sirens were installed, one on the President
George Bush Turnpike south bound service road at
Kirby Rd., one on Scenic Dr. at Heartstone Dr.
The commission also received a request from Bart Roseburg,
Rockwall ISD Safety Director to consider posting “No Stopping,
Standing, Parking” signs on the north side of
Westfield at Scenic to relieve the traffic congestion
from parents queuing up along the street in the
afternoons, waiting to pick up children at Lakepointe
Elementary School, without entering the parking lot.
After reviewing the Police Department’s research
and observation data from their investigation,
which included the fact that emergency vehicles
were unable to travel through the area, they voted
unanimously to have the signs installed.
A commission member expressed a concern for the
lack of “warning” signs for the sharp left turn on the
south bound service road where it turns under the
Ray Hubbard bridge, noticing that vehicles were
striking the metal barrier guard fence at that turn.
This discussion prompted negotiations with NTTA and resulted in
rectangular reflectors being attached to the metal barrier guard fence.
This has almost eliminated vehicles striking the barrier.

The application process for Boards and Commissions begins in August
of each year with appointments made by the City Council in September.
Please consider donating YOUR time, knowledge and skills!

HOLIDAY PARADE
AND FESTIVAL

Saturday, November 17
10:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
Main Street
Come on inside the Library for Turkey-Fest as
well!

Main Street comes alive with children’s activities, food, music, photos
with Santa and fun! Make sure you grab your seat early on Main Street
to watch the Noon Exchange Club’s 26th Annual Holiday Parade; this
year’s theme is “Olympic Dream Christmas.”

Be sure to stop by the Library for Turkey Fest! Enjoy Mickey
and Minnie Mouse out front on the lawn, then come on inside for
Thanksgiving crafts and games.

Make a Difference and Vote!

Veteran’s Day Ceremony

The 2012 General
Election is Tuesday,
November 6
To vote in the November 6
General Election, you must
vote at your precinct polling
location. Polls will be open
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Dallas County Precinct Information
Rockwall County Precinct Information

Get Smart About DART!
Wednesday, November 28
7:00 – 8:00 P.M.
Rowlett Library

DART invites the whole family to participate in this fun, interactive
program. Learn how to use the Light Rail and bus systems, about the
value of public transit to the City and the access it will provide to cultural
destinations around the metroplex. Kids can participate in science
experiments relating to trains, buses and how we move from one place
to another. This innovative and dynamic community program helps us
understand how public transit works and demonstrates invaluable safety
tips! It’s about more than public transit, though. It’s about the physics of
motion, the utility of maps, and the pluses of using mass transit to
alleviate overcrowded highways and improve the
quality of the air we breathe.

Friday, November 9
4:30 - 5:30 P.M.
Veteran’s Park
Join us at Veteran’s Park
as we recognize and
honor our local veterans.
Veteran’s Day is a time
when the community
gathers together to give thanks to those who have served our country.
Please gather at Veteran’s Park with us to show your support and
appreciation to those who have made sacrifices for our freedom.

Meet Rowlett’s Economic
Development Department

Jim Grabenhorst and Diana Diaz
The mission statement for the Economic Development department
is “To foster private and public investment through strategic
partnerships to enhance and diversify Rowlett’s tax base to ensure
sustainability while promoting the Realize Rowlett 2020 vision.”

This two-person department works to raise awareness of the City of Rowlett locally, regionally and nationally by promoting development opportunities
for retail, commercial and industrial growth and working on retention and expansion opportunities within the existing business community. Jim
Grabenhorst has served as Director of Economic Development since February, 2012, and Diana Diaz recently joined the City as Economic Development
Specialist.

As an experienced Economic Developer, Jim
Grabenhorst has experience in the private
sector where he led the full service real estate
development company focusing on land and
commercial development in the St. Louis,
Missouri metropolitan area he founded in 2003.
Jim also served as Director of Economic
Development for the City of O’Fallon, Missouri
where he oversaw the development efforts of
one of the fastest growing cities in Missouri.
He has a Bachelor of Science degree from
the University of Missouri St. Louis and
has received his professional designation as
Economic Development Finance Professional
(EDFP) from the National Development
Council, New York, NY.

“ While the City of
Rowlett’s Economic
Development
Department is a
staff of two, strategic
partnerships with other
departments in the City
along with relationships
with site selectors,
brokers, developers
and business owners
enhance the efforts to
create quality jobs and
expand the commercial
tax base.”
Jim Grabenhorst
Director of Economic
Development

Diana Diaz has six years of combined public
and private sector experience. She worked in
the Economic Development department for
the City of El Paso and while there, was part
of the Downtown Redevelopment plan. She
started a Façade Improvement Grant program,
one of the most successful downtown
incentives generating $2 million in private
investment. She also was part of the Business
Retention & Expansion program with 400
company visits each year.
Diana has a Bachelor of Science degree in
Business Administration with a concentration
in Marketing from the University of Texas at
El Paso. Diana also completed a certification
by the Congress of New Urbanism, a leading
organization that promotes walkable, mixeduse neighborhood development, sustainable
communities and healthier living conditions.

Put a Freeze on Winter Fires

The Rowlett Fire Department would like to remind residents
that fire safety awareness and prevention efforts are
especially important in the coming months!
As we move into winter and home
fires begin to increase, the U.S. Fire
Administration (USFA) and the National
Fire Protection Association (NFPA) are
reminding individuals and communities
that fire safety awareness and efforts are
especially important in the coming months.
Each winter, an estimated 108,400 home
fires occur in the United States, resulting
in approximately 945 deaths and $1.7
billion in property loss. Although cooking
is the leading cause of winter home fires,
winter storms can cause people to turn to alternative heating sources such as space
heaters, which account for about one third of home fires and approximately 80
percent of home fire deaths.
For more information, visit the United States Fire Administration and the National
Fire Protection Administration.

5

Winter Fire
Prevention Tips

1
2
3
4
5

Stay Vigilant When Cooking

Daylight Savings
Ends November 4
Rowlett Fire Rescue Urges
Homeowners to Change
Smoke Detector Batteries
when you ‘Fall Back’
Smoke is responsible for three out
of four fire-related deaths. One of the best ways you can
protect your family from fire is to make sure you have
good working smoke detectors inside your home for
early smoke and fire detection. Change your
batteries when you set your clocks forward
each spring and back in the fall!

For more information on fire prevention
please contact Fire Marshal Bryan Beckner at
972-463-3940 or visit Rowlett.com

Stay in the kitchen when cooking something on top
of the stove or when grilling or broiling food. Two of
every five home fires start in the kitchen - more than
any other place in the home.

Keep Items Away from Space Heaters

Space heaters, whether portable or stationary, account
for one-third of home heating fires and four out of five
home heating fire deaths. Keep anything that can burn
at least three feet away from space heaters, woodstoves,
etc.

Clean Your Chimney

A leading factor contributing to home heating fires was
failure to clean, principally creosote, from chimneys.
Have heating equipment and chimneys cleaned and
inspected every year by a qualified professional.

The Stove is NOT a Heater!

Never use the oven or stovetop to heat a home; carbon
monoxide gas can kill you and your pets. Often called
the silent killer, carbon monoxide is an invisible,
odorless, colorless gas created when fuels (such as
gasoline, wood, coal, natural gas, propane, oil, and
methane) burn incompletely.

Blow Out the Candles

During 2005-2009, an estimated 12,860 home fires were
started by candles resulting in an estimated 136 deaths
and an estimated property loss of $471 million. Avoid
using lighted candles; try flameless candles instead!

FALL INTO

the Rowlett Library
Welcome to the World of Gourds

Saturday, November 3
2:00 - 3:00 P.M.
Meet Gourd Artist Pat Duncan
See beautiful creations by the winner of 79 awards for her gourd art and
learn about this fascinating hobby.

Senior Computer Class – Introduction to Email

Tuesday – Thursday, November 6, 7, 8
8:30 – 10:00 A.M.
Three-day class to introduce the basics of email specifically designed for
senior citizens.

Music with Miss Heather

Saturday, November 10
2:00 - 3:00 P.M.
Miss Heather will have the whole family singing and dancing in her
interactive musical program.

Rowlett Library Offers A Book Club for
Everyone!

“No Page Unturned” Reader’s Club
Thursday, November 15
7:00 - 8:00 PM
Attend the third Thursday of every month for a
lively and entertaining book discussion. Share
what you are currently reading with the group.
Bring your own latte - we’ll supply the cookies!

Homeschool Book Club for Teens
Every Wednesday
2:00 - 3:30 P.M.
A new weekly book club just for homeschool
teens! A great way to socialize and share what
you’re currently reading

Technology Education Series
Free monthly class to educate Rowlett
residents on the various ways technology can
save us time, money and generally make our
lives easier!

Online
Shopping
Thursday, November 15
7:00 - 8:00 PM
Just in time for all your holiday needs…enjoy a crash
course in personal online shopping. The program will
cover how to make purchases online, good places to
start shopping, and general safety tips for conducting
business online, all in time to utilize the knowledge
gained to score great Black Friday deals!

Arts and Humanities 12th Annual
Young Artists Contest and Exhibit
Attention Young Artists: It’sTime to Get Busy!

One of the goals of the Arts and Humanities
Commission is to encourage area students
to become more active in their communities
through the visual arts. With that in mind, all
talented young artists, Kindergarten through
12th grade, are invited to participate in this
exciting contest!
Three age divisions and two categories, 2D and
3D works, ensure that each child participating
has a chance to shine!
Submissions run the gamut of 2D and 3D visual
arts and might include paintings, drawings,
sculpture or ceramics. This event gives children
the positive reinforcement and encouragement
that they need to validate and further their
development as young artists. It also encourages
parents and community members to be more
aware of the visual arts programs in our schools.
Submit all entries to the Rowlett Library on
Saturday, January 19 between 1:00 and 3:00
P.M. for judging at the exhibit, all entries will
be on display until Saturday, February 9.
For more information and contest rules, please
visit the Arts and Humanities Commission
webpage at www.rowlett.com!

City Holiday
Closings
City of Rowlett
facilities will be closed:
Thanksgiving Holiday
Thursday, November 22
Friday, November 23

Christmas Holiday
Monday, December 24
Tuesday, December 25

New Year’s Holiday
Tuesday, January 1

Senior Health
Checks

Tuesday, November 13
Rowlett Community Centre
8:00 – 9:30 A.M.

Rowlett Fire Rescue helps senior citizens stay on
top of their health! On the second Tuesday of each
month, Paramedics check blood pressure, pulse,
respirations, blood sugar level and blood oxygen
level and supply a written record of these readings
for monthly comparisons.

Waste Management
Holiday Closings

Waste Management is closed and
will delay trash and recycling
pick up by one day on:
Thanksgiving Day
Thursday, November 22
Christmas Day
Tuesday, December 25
New Year’s Day
Tuesday, January 1

Distracted Shoppers
Avoid becoming a victim of theft!

As we enter into the busy holiday shopping season, criminals know
shoppers will be carrying more cash, credit cards and checks. Your Rowlett
Police Department offers these helpful strategies to help get you through the
season with all of your personal property still in your possession!
BE ALERT and aware of your
surroundings at all times.

and snatch their purse from a cart while
groceries or packages are being loaded
into the car.

KEEP YOUR HEAD UP, your eyes
open and display confidence. Make

SHOP with a friend. The chance of

Know who and what is around you.

eye contact when you are walking or
shopping and there are people around
you. Criminals choose the victim who
looks like the easiest target.

LOOK AROUND a parking lot
before you exit your vehicle. Lock

it and activate the alarm when you walk
away. Be prepared - have keys in hand
when returning to your vehicle.

CARRY only what you need. Leave

large purses at home and carry a smaller
billfold or long strap wallet purse that
you can put over your neck and shoulder
and carry concealed under a coat. If you
must carry a purse keep it in front, close
to your body.

CARRY only small amounts of
cash and the credit cards you plan
to use that day. Leave your social
security card at home - if stolen, it can
be used as the “key” to your credit and
identity. Carry keys and ID in a pocket
rather than in a purse.

AVOID placing your purse in a
shopping cart but if you must, don’t

turn your back on it even for a second.
Criminals often “shadow” shoppers
and will quickly remove the wallet or
purse when their victim is distracted.
They may have someone engage you
in a conversation or ask for assistance
while an accomplice takes your wallet
out of your purse. A criminal may even
drive or walk by a victim in a parking lot

being victimized drops dramatically
when you are with a companion.

“

Remember your life
is the most important
thing and property
can be replaced. If a
suspect attempts to
take your property by
force, let it go. If you
are threatened or a
suspect displays a
weapon (or claims to
have one), give them
what they want.

”

Lt. David Nabors
Rowlett Police Department

BECOME a good observer. Here are
some signs of possible distraction theft
tactics:

• Individuals who seem to be strangers
to each other yet appear to be signaling
to one another. They may be on a
cell phones talking to a
lookout.

• Individuals sometimes distract by
asking for help reaching for something,
spilling something, make a loud
commotion or bumping their victim.
• Individuals that are watching people
and not shopping or engaging in an event
like those around them.
• Individuals loitering in areas with lots
of people, staying in stores or parking
lots for exceptionally long periods of
time, mostly just looking around or
shadowing potential victims.
• Individuals talking together and
then splitting up, only to meet again at
another location.
• Individuals asking for change. This
may be a ruse to locate a victim’s wallet
or money location.
• Individuals cruising a parking lot
looking for victims.
Call police or notify security if you
see suspicious people in or around a
shopping center or someone attempting
to commit a distraction theft. Give good
descriptions of subjects and vehicles; get
a license plate number if possible. For
more information on crime prevention
please contact Officer Greg
Baldwin at 972-412-6242.

Prepare for Winter Driving
Conditions

With holiday travel just around the
corner, the Rowlett Police Department
reminds us it’s time to prepare vehicles
and review safe driving instructions

If anything is going to malfunction on a vehicle, chances are it

operating the vehicle remove snow and ice from all windows,
mirrors, lights, turn signals and license plates.
will occur during winter driving. At a minimum check:
• the battery and charging system to ensure all are in good
he key elements of safe winter driving
working order;
are to STAY ALERT, SLOW DOWN and
• all belts and hoses for wear and
Assemble a Vehicle
STAY IN CONTROL:
cracking and replace any that do not
Emergency Kit
•
buckle up;
appear in good condition;
•
keep headlights on;
• all four tires for good tread and are
Chain
or
tow
strap
•
reduce speed;
proper inflation ;
Flashlight with extra batteries
•
smoothly and gradually accelerate,
• the antifreeze and heating system
First aid kit
brake and steer;
including the defroster;
Blanket
•
do not brake hard; apply brakes lightly
• windshield wiper blades and keep the
Warm extra clothing and gloves
with steady pressure;
washer reservoir full of non-freezing
Candles and lighter
•
keep additional distance from other
liquid;
Ice scraper
vehicles;
• headlights and taillights, especially
Flares
•
use extra caution on bridges, ramps
hazard warning lights, to ensure all are
Bag of sand for traction
and overpasses as they freeze first;
in working order.
Jumper cables
•
if the vehicle begins to skid, slowly
Non-perishable food
remove foot from accelerator and steer
hen winter storms occur, travel only
Water
in the direction of the skid, do not 		
when absolutely necessary, give yourself
Extra
prescription
medications
apply hard braking.
extra travel time to safely travel through
Cell phone charger
snowy or icy areas that have not been
treated and plan your route to avoid steep
otorists should adhere to the rule of
hills. Before leaving check the weather and road conditions,
7P’s: Prior Proper Planning Prevents Potentially Precarious
share the travel itinerary including routes so others know when
Predicaments. Keep a vehicle emergency kit in your car at all
to expect you and carry a fully charged cell phone. Before
times. It’s better to have it and not need it, than need it and not have it!
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M

DID YOU KNOW...
It is illegal to keep a Junked Motor Vehicle on private property in Rowlett.

The criterion for a Junked Motor Vehicle is:
•
it must be on private property;
•
it must have expired registration or inspection;
•
it must be wrecked, dismantled, partially dismantled or discarded;
•
it is inoperable and has remained inoperable for more than 30 days on private property. Section 22-81-22-87
of the Rowlett Development Code: Inoperable means not capable of being used or operated due to legal or
mechanical incapability.
Vehicles parked on the street will be reported to the police – moving it into the driveway is not the answer because it
then becomes a Code Enforcement violation. Thank you for your assistance and ongoing vigilance in
keeping Rowlett a safe, clean community where families enjoy life and feel at home!

For more info on
Junked Motor Vehicles
please call Rowlett Code Enforcement at 972-412-6283 or visit Rowlett.com

Construction Corner

Monthly update on Capital Improvement Projects (CIP) and how the City is utilizing the
additional $2 million annual funding for Capital Maintenance gained from the October,
2012, water rate increase.
Martin Drive

Capital Improvement Project
being built in preparation for the
DART bus/light rail users.
The original contract amount for
the project is $800,000
The Martin Drive Project is being built to help
initiate the planned growth of the Industrial/
downtown section of Rowlett. With the opening
of the DART light rail, Martin Drive is being
constructed to handle the anticipated influx of
commuters from nearby communities as they
enter Rowlett’s epicenter. The pictures show
improvements on the widening of the roadway.
The project is currently 95% completed. Within

Martin Drive paving from Industrial to
Lakeview Pkwy.

New left turn lane westbound Lakeview
Pkwy. to southbound Martin Drive

the next few weeks, the sidewalks will
be completed and the roadway will
be completely opened to traffic. The
installation of street lighting will be

completed by ONCOR and will match
the existing lights on Martin north of
Industrial.

Installation of the new 16” water line
along Merritt Road

Merritt Interconnector completed paving
at PGBT

Merritt/Liberty Grove Road
Interconnector

Merritt Road is a CIP being built
as an interconnector for the
PGBT. It will be the northern
gateway into the City and serve
the future development of the
City’s North Shore District.
The original contract amount
for the project is $12.7 million
with 80% of the roadway funding
being provided from the Regional
Tollway Revenue Fund.
The completed roadway will be configured
as 4-lane divided pavement with the median
landscaping functioning as an environmentally
friendly storm water conveyance known as a
bioswale. The construction of a 36” transmission
water line (at Merritt Road and Castle) and a 16”
distribution water line (along Merritt Road, north
of Hickox) are also associated with this project.
These water lines will replace the aging system
in this quadrant of the City and provide more
than adequate service for the anticipated growth.
As part of the project, City sanitary sewer lines
are also being relocated and extended north from
PGBT to Castle Road. Storm drain facilities and
water lines are 60% complete. The overall project
is currently 42% complete and ahead
of schedule.

Completed culverts and headwall at
Merritt Creek

Construction Corner (cont.)
Schrade/Chiesa Manhole
and Sanitary Sewer Pipe
Failure

The manhole at the northeast
corner of Chiesa Road
and Schrade Road was
discovered by utility crews to
have a large hole in the side.
Upon excavation to determine the extent
of damage, the top of the manhole fell off
due to excessive corrosion from corrosive
chemicals generated in the sewer system.
The extent of the failure led to an internal
inspection of the existing 30” sanitary
sewer outfall line from this manhole. The
condition of approximately 900 feet of this
pipeline was either partially collapsed or
severely deteriorated.
The failed pipeline has been replaced and
a new manhole constructed to replace the
failed manhole. This manhole and pipeline
convey approximately 30% of the City’s

Schrade manhole failure - top missing

Newly constructed Schrade manhole

sewage and the replacement had to be
phased to prevent expensive bypass
pumping.
Final connections to the new manhole
are currently underway and scheduled
for completion this month. The materials
used for the manhole construction and
pipe line replacement are highly resistant
to the corrosive chemicals in sewage
and will provide long term service with
minimal maintenance. The project cost is
$395,000 and is 95% completed.

Deteriorated 30” pipeline

Kyle Road Drainage and
Paving Improvements

Kyle Road is a Capital
Improvement Project to improve
the drainage capacity of Long
Branch Creek.
The project contract is $658,000
and includes the extension
of the existing culverts under
Kyle Road and the addition of a
culvert, widening of the roadway,
and the replacement of aging
water and sanitary sewer pipe
lines in conflict with the culverts
and headwall structures.

Kyle Road prior to sanitary sewer
construction

Sanitary sewer manhole installtion on
Kyle Road

The utility crew began work on this
project August 14, 2012. The water line
is 100% installed and the sanitary sewer
line is 85% complete. Some culvert work
has been completed, but was halted due
to the conflicting utility lines. Currently
Kyle Road is closed to through traffic

between the hours of 9 am to 3 pm
until the sanitary sewer replacement is
completed. There will be upcoming
traffic switches as work on the culvert
and roadway resume. The overall project
is 35% complete and water lines are 60%
complete.

Construction Corner (cont.)
2009-2011 Alley
Reconstruction Project

$2.4 million Capital
Improvement Project to
replace the pavement in 22
alleys as well as make storm
drainage improvements.
The project began in July 2011 and was
originally scheduled for completion in
September 2012. Twenty one of the twenty
two alleys were completed as of August,
2012.
The final alley between Bouvier Street
and Dalrock Road had a failing sanitary
sewer line that would be under the new
paving. Once the contractor removed the
existing paving, City utility crews began the
replacement of the sanitary sewer as part of
this year’s budget plan to utilize City crews
to replace aging utilities. The intent is to
stretch the City’s budget by completing this

City Utility Crews replacing the sanitary
sewer in the Bouvier alley

Example of an alley condition prior to
pavement removal

type of work in-house rather than hiring
a contractor. The sanitary sewer line was
completed the week of October 22 and
the contractor will resume replacement
of the paving. Bouvier Street is closed to
through traffic at Dalrock south of Miller
Road until the utility work is completed.
Currently there are eleven alleys being
designed by consultants scheduled for
replacement in the current budget year.

Pennridge &
Chiesa Erosion
Control &
Drainage

CIP to stabilize
the erosion which
has occurred at
the culvert under
Chiesa Road near
the intersection of Pennridge Circle. The original
contract amount is $499,600.
The project involves constructing gabion walls (Rock baskets) at the
downstream end of the culvert to rehabilitate the culvert and wingwalls.
The stabilization will insure the long term integrity of Chiesa Road at this
location.
As part of this project, a sidewalk is included on the east side of Chiesa Road
from Woodside to Schrade Road. In addition, drainage improvements will
be made on the northeast corner of Schrade and Chiesa to accommodate the
sidewalk in that location. Construction Notice to Proceed was issued to the
contractor on October 8, 2012 with a scheduled completion date of early
January 2013. During the project, there will be traffic control in place along
the east side of the roadway, and periodically brief closures on
Chiesa to one lane during off peak times. Message boards
are in place to provide information regarding any
traffic disruptions or
modifications.

Paving the Aberdeen alley

Katy
Railroad
Park

CIP with a
budget of
$759,000.
Katy Railroad Park Pavilion and Trail
Construction
The park construction includes improvements to the storm
drainage, reshaping of the existing pond, and replacement of
the Courtland Circle Alley paving. Park amenity construction
includes a shelter, walking trails, play area, basketball court
and extensive landscaping and irrigation.
The project began May 1, 2012 and is
currently 95% complete. A Grand
Opening Celebration for the
park was held on
October 30.

this month’s success story

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat.
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper. Et iusto odio
dignissim qui erat plurius blandit praesent dolor luptatum zzril delenit augue duis
dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit,
sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation
ullamcorper te suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex
ea commodo consequat. Lorem ipsum
dolo sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit.

City Calendar

November

4

5

Daylight Savings Time ends
(“fall back” @
2am)

11

1

2

9
Veteran’s
Day Ceremony
4:30pm @
Veteran’s Park

6
2012 General
Election
City Council
Meeting

7
Homeschool
Book Club

8

13
Senior
Health
Checks

14
Homeschool
Book Club

15
16
Online Shopping Class

2 pm @ Library

7:30 pm @ City
Hall

12

2 pm @ Library

8am @ RCC

7pm @ Library

Book Club

7pm @ Library

18

25

(972) 463-CITY

19

26

20
21
City Council Homeschool
Meeting
Book Club

22

7:30 pm @ City
Hall

2 pm @ Library

Thanksgiving
Day

27

28

29

Homeschool
Book Club
2 pm @ Library
Get Smart About
Dart
7pm @ Library

City of Rowlett
4000 Main Street
Rowlett, TX 75088

23

30

3
World of
Gourds
2 - 4 pm @
Library
10
Music with
Miss Heather
2 - 4 pm @
Library
17
Holiday
Parade &
Festival
10am-1pm
Main Street
24

1
Main Street
Fest: Ride
the Rowlett
Express
3-6pm
Main Street

www.rowlett.com

