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The Vision is now a Reality!

Realize Rowlett
2020 Phase II is
Complete

On November 6 the
City Council voted to
approve six separate
but interrelated
items that combined
made up the Realize
Rowlett 2020 Phase
II planning initiative!

The six items were amendments to the comprehensive plan, adoption of a
Form Based Zoning Code, and the rezoning of four focus areas; Downtown,
Woodside Living, Healthy Living, and Signature Gateway. View the newly
adopted Form Based Code and zoning changes at www.realizerowlett2020.
com.
These six items were all brought before council as a result of a year-long
process that included extensive public and stakeholder involvement. The main
continued on page 2

THE APPRAISAL
DISTRICT AND YOUR
TAX RATE
January 1 Brings Taxable Property
Valuations – Time for an Introduction
to the Appraisal District!
The primary role of the central appraisal districts is
to determine the value of all taxable property in the
county it serves on
January 1 of each
year. That property
includes residential,
commercial and
business personal
property. There
are 254 appraisal
districts in the state
of Texas, Rowlett is
served by both the Dallas Central Appraisal District and
the Rockwall Central Appraisal District as parts of the
city are within each county.
Appraisal districts provide the appraised values to the
taxing entities. Taxing entities, which include cities,
continued on page 2

continued from page 1

counties, and school districts, then
set the tax rate to provide necessary
services and infrastructure. The appraisal
districts and the taxing entities function
independent of each other as required
by state law. The appraisal district
maintains ownership records and assigns
market value to property. The appraisal
district also administers all property
tax exemptions, including general
homestead, 65 and over, disabled persons
and disabled veterans.
The Texas Property Tax Code requires

A typical Rowlett resident
will have property taxes
due to several taxing
entities including a school
district and the county of
residence. Of the total tax
City of Rowlett
32%
Garland ISD
53%

Dallas County
10%

Dallas County
Community College
District
4%

Dallas County Hospital
District
1%

bill due for a house valued
at $135,085, which is the
average home taxable
value in Rowlett, city taxes
represent $1,009.32 or
32% of the total taxes due.

Realize Rowlett 2020 Phase II: Vision is Now a Reality
(cont. from page 1)

opportunities for public involvement were
four public input meetings held in March,
April and June of this year. Letters to all
property owners within 1,000 feet of these
focus areas, the City website, the Realize
Rowlett 2020 website and large signs on
the properties notified residents about
the process. Attendance at each of these
meetings ranged from 60 to 100 people.
Thank you to everyone who attending
these meetings and/or the public hearings
on October 23 and November 6, your
input was absolutely invaluable!

Realize Rowlett Phase II was overseen
by an Advisory Committee made up of
Rowlett residents and stakeholders. In
addition, the Downtown Task Force
was created specifically to review the
Downtown Planning Process and consisted
of downtown landowners and business
owners. City staff and a consultant team
consisting of firms of HOK, Townscape,
Ricker-Cunningham and Kimley-Horn led
the planning initiative.

Comprehensive Plan Update

The comprehensive plan now includes bubble diagrams
(see below) for Healthy Living, Signature Gateway and
Woodside Living. The diagrams depict the opinions of the
public from the meetings. The Downtown report adopted
into the Comprehensive Plan provides further guidance and
next steps for development downtown. Sample regulating
plans for Healthy Living and Signature Gateway provide an
example of how these areas could look when built out.

that appraisal districts appraise all
property at market value. Market value
is defined as “the price at which property
would transfer for cash or its equivalent
under prevailing market conditions.”
The Texas State Comptroller’s Property
Tax division audits appraisal districts
each year on whether or not property
is being appraised at the parameters set
each year.
A property owner has a right to file a
protest on or before the protest deadline,
typically on or before May 31, regardless
of whether or not the property owner has
received a Notice of Appraised Value.
Need more information? Watch a video
about the protest process!

Signature Gateway
continued on page 3

Woodside Living

Healthy Living
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Form Based Code Adoption

The City adopted Form Based Codes as they allow the flexibility needed to
have creative projects, but still requires high quality design and construction

New Neighborhood

Urban Village

The recent changes to the Comprehensive Plan through the Realize Rowlett 2020 process
provide guidance but are not enforceable. To implement the vision established in the Plan,
zoning changes were needed in all four key areas. The code consists of two districts;
•
New Neighborhood which provides for traditional urban single-family neighborhoods and
•
Urban Village which allows for more commercial uses.
These districts require quality architecture and construction but allow for increased density
and a larger range of uses. Form Based Zoning focuses on the building type, interaction of
the building with the street, and neighborhood context. This is unlike traditional zoning which
focuses on uses. The streamlined process under Form Based Codes makes them attractive
to quality developers. This type of code proves effective for new development and infill
redevelopment and we have great hopes for it in Rowlett!

REZONING DOWNTOWN
Downtown is one of the areas rezoned to the Form Based
Code Districts. Rowlett’s Downtown is the heart of the
community but lacks some of the vibrancy seen in other
successful downtowns. This will change as DART and
the new regulations attract development into Downtown!
It’s important to keep in mind that this is a 10 or 20 year
process so you might not see changes right away. The
majority of the Downtown area is zoned Urban Village
(shown in orange), allowing buildings up to 7 stories tall.
Transition zones 100 feet wide are indicated adjacent to
single family neighborhoods which allow only 2.5 stories.

“

I think this is excellent work. I wish you all had the opportunity
I did this morning to stand in the back of my parking lot and
look at the Dart Station. In the dark with the lights on and no
vehicles on it one can really appreciate the project. Certainly
a jewel for the city. In the background one can hear the
“faint” sound of traffic on the tollway. What this brings to me
personally is how critically important the work you are doing
is and how excellent the timing is for these efforts. The City of
Rowlett has come such a long way in the 16 years I have lived
here. The last four years have seen accelerated ownership and
leadership with vision.
I encourage you to continue fearlessly with your vision as you
have to date. And, as it continues to blossom, breathe deep in
humble satisfaction and pride for its success. This is certainly a
significant legacy for you all to enjoy. Thank you for letting me
ride along

”

Mick Donnelly
Owner, D4 Construction Services LLC

Landmark
opportunities
are highly
visible
locations
where the
building might
have some special architectural
feature that creates a sense of place.
Blue hashing indicates areas requiring Flex-space. Flex
space requires the ground floor to be capable of holding
retail however, retail use is not required. This allows for
retail to enter when the market is ready and for interim uses
such as residential and office until then. Red asterisks mark
landmark opportunities. A portion of Downtown is zoned
New Neighborhood (shown in yellow). This area
might remain single family, or it could
transition to townhomes over time.
continued on page 4
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REZONING SIGNATURE GATEWAY
Signature Gateway could really put Rowlett on the map!
Drivers on PGBT see this area first as they enter Rowlett.
The Lake is also an attraction for this area. Since it is some
of the last remaining undeveloped lakefront in Rowlett we
want to make sure we get the best development possible.
The northern portion of the property is zoned for New Neighborhood (shown in
yellow) to be compatible with the existing Harborside and Harborview neighborhoods.
The southern portion is zoned Urban Village (shown in orange). The building height
allowed starts at a maximum of five stories in the
Urban Village, increases as you move south, and ends

This is a long term vision that will be led
by market demand.
at the very tip where the minimum building height is 12
stories. A transition zone limits building height to 2.5
stories adjacent to existing homes. The roads shown
ensure circulation throughout the site. A trail, but no
roads, would connect the single family neighborhood to the commercial areas to the
south. Some flex-space is required, just like in Downtown.

REZONING HEALTHY LIVING
Healthy Living refers to the area around Lake Pointe
Medical Center. The vision is to build off the hospital and
create an area where retail, residential, restaurant and
office developments all focus on health.
Most of this area is east of Scenic Drive, though a few vacant parcels along
Lakeview Parkway (SH 66) are included. The vision is to build off the hospital
and create an area where retail, residential, restaurant and office developments all
focus on health. The area has been rezoned to the Urban Village district (shown
in orange) to achieve the vision.
Scenic Point park is a focal point of the
Healthy Living area. A road connection to

Connection to Scenic Point
Park is provided by a hike
and bike trail going under the
Lakeview Parkway bridge.
Scenic Point Park is also shown. Small
block sizes make the area enjoyable for
pedestrians. Flex space is shown facing the lake and internal to the development
to make the area interesting to walk through. There is a small area designated
New Neighborhood (shown in yellow) which could have live-work units or
multifamily, in addition to single family, homes or townhomes.

continued on page 5
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REZONING WOODSIDE LIVING
Woodside Living is located between the Waterview
subdivision and Muddy Creek, north of Liberty Grove Road.
Careful attention was paid to neighbor’s comments about
traffic, the need to connect to Community Park and buffering
new construction.
The majority of the area is zoned New Neighborhood (shown in yellow). This
will allow for a neighborhood with a variety of housing types and size to create a
life-cycle community. A life-cycle community
provides options for young singles and couples,
traditional families, and retirees who wish
to downsize. While this neighborhood will
be denser than others in Rowlett it will also
have high quality design and a large focus on
improved open space.
The portion of Woodside Living along Liberty
Grove Road is zoned Urban Village (shown
in orange) to allow for commercial as well as
quality multifamily residential.

NEXT STEPS REALIZE ROWLETT 2020
In January, 2013, City staff will officially begin the next steps.
This will include an economic development and marketing
campaign and rezoning the Northshore area along PGBT.
As the Merritt Road expansion up to Sachse is completed, infrastructure will be
in place for development in Northshore. This area was envisioned as a technical
research or industrial area with access to the President George Bush Turnpike
(PGBT). However, several factors have changed. First, since there are no

Now that new regulations have been adopted and
the vision for the four areas is very clear Rowlett
needs to recruit top developers to fulfill this vision.
That’s where marketing and economic development
comes in. Ultimately what gets built will be driven
by the private sector and developers need to know
about the exciting opportunities in Rowlett!
PGBT access roads, Merritt Road will serve as the main thoroughfare. Second,
there is an abundance of space for industrial and technical development. Third,
during Realize Rowlett Phase I the public indicated they would prefer different
types of development such as residential, town center commercial and office
developments.
To be competitive Rowlett needs to update our vision for the
Northshore area. This process will include opportunity for
additional public input, so please stay tuned to
www.realizerowlett2020.com and let your voice be heard!

For more information about
Realize Rowlett 2020 please contact
the City of Rowlett Planning Department at 972 412-6166

DART Light Rail is now
Open in Rowlett!!

Blue Line Extension is Complete

Rowlett, it’s time to celebrate! After breaking ground in 2009, the construction is
complete, and Rowlett citizens are now able to access all points of the Metroplex by
hopping on a DART Light Rail Blue Line train at the Downtown Rowlett Station.
The Rowlett community patiently invested in DART’s growing light rail system
because we recognized its great and growing value to all citizens of its 13 member
cities. Transit adds to quality of life by saving time otherwise spent in traffic and
saving money otherwise spent on fuel! It also helps clear our skies, increases our
productivity and helps grow our collective economy. Take advantage of a timesaving
and stress-relieving light rail ride to jobs, entertainment venues and soon to both
airports.

“

Congratulations to everyone
in the Rowlett community. Our
time has come...and our train has
come in!

“

As of Monday, December 3, after 27 years of
paying into the DART system, Rowlett residents
enjoy a light rail connection to the Metroplex!

Mayor Todd Gottel

How Do I Ride?

SIX EASY STEPS TO
RIDING A DART TRAIN

1

Ready to ride the rails? Use the online DART
Trip Planner to map your route then follow
these six easy steps which explain everything
you need to know about navigating the DART
Rail System.

Go to the Downtown Rowlett DART station on Martin Drive.

The DART Rail system features 58 stations, located in downtown Dallas,
South Dallas, South Oak Cliff, West Oak Cliff, the North Central Expressway
Corridor to North Dallas, Richardson and Plano, the Northeast Corridor to Garland,
the Northwest Corridor to Farmers Branch and Carrollton, the Southeast Corridor to
Pleasant Grove and the Northwest Corridor to Irving.

2

Buy your ticket.

Ticket Vending Machines (TVMs) are located on the platforms at all rail
stations. A single-ride ticket is $1.75 and a Local Day Pass is $4.00. Single-ride
tickets and Day Passes purchased from TVMs are already time/date stamped and
ready to use. Single-ride tickets are valid for 90 minutes from the time of purchase
and Day Passes are valid only on the date of purchase through 3 a.m. the following
day. If you have a Day Pass Voucher, before boarding the train, date/time stamp
your voucher at the ticket vending machine. The validator is located below the pass
selection screen. Day Pass Vouchers are valid for the date they are validated through
3 a.m. the next day.

3

Go to the train platform.

Locate the platform for trains traveling in the direction you want to go by
using the color-coded (red, blue, green or orange) destination signs on the platform.
Signs list the final destination of trains,and trains stop at each station on the line.

4

Board the train.

Check the destination sign on the train. If the doors
do not open automatically, push the button on the side of
the train. You may sit anywhere you like. Generally, areas
near the front door and in the low-floor center car section
are reserved for elderly and mobility-impaired passengers.
You may carry on baby strollers, carts and other small items;
just be sure they don’t block the aisle. Bicycles brought on
board DART Rail must be placed in the area designated for
disabled customers, provided it is not occupied. Bicyclists
must consider the number of passengers on the vehicle and
the impact the presence of the bicycle will have on the safety
of other passengers before bringing the bike on board.

5
6

Hold on to your ticket.

Fare Inspectors may ask for it as proof of payment.

Get off at your stop.

Operators will announce stops. Push the exit button
on the handrail beside the door and step
off the train.
continued on page 7

DART Light Rail is now Open in Rowlett!! (cont. from page 6)

The Community Celebrates at
Main Street Fest: Ride the Rowlett Express!
The entire Rowlett community, residents and business owners
alike, celebrated the grand opening of the DART Light Rail
Blue Line extension into our City on Saturday, December 1

DART Light Rail is now Open in Rowlett!!

Rowlett Welcomes the First Train!
DART Light Rail rolled into Rowlett on Monday,
December 3 at 4:30 A.M.

Watch a video documenting the very first
DART train ride into Rowlett!

Economic Development:
Why Business Retention?

The local business community is an essential
element of economic growth and success
for any city. Assisting their success is in
everyone’s best interest!
The majority of jobs created in most
cities come from helping the existing
business base expand. Assisting local
businesses retain their current workforce
and adding new jobs through expansion
is key to increase the number of jobs
in our community. Business retention
and expansion is a great approach to
helping local companies stay strong,
while growing the local economy.
The City’s Economic Development
Department is fully engaged in fostering
relationships with Rowlett businesses
and the development community in
order to enhance private investment
through existing business expansion.

As an example, in Fiscal Year 2012, the
Economic Development Department
worked with 31 existing businesses
which resulted in 70 new jobs being
created.
The Economic Development Business
Retention and Expansion program
targets 100 businesses each year to visit,
communicate with, learn about and
provide assistance on business related
issues. As a part of their Fiscal Year
2013 Workplan, the department is in the
process of developing and maintaining a
database to ensure accurate and reliable
information on all existing Rowlett
businesses. Another departmental goal is

to continue an already strong partnership
with the Rowlett Chamber of Commerce
& the Economic Development Advisory
Board (EDAB) on initiatives that
foster working with the local business
community.
The Economic Development
Department’s vision is to innovate,
educate and create Rowlett’s sense of
place. Local businesses are essential to
diversify our tax base, create a unique
community identity and promote our city.
By supporting local businesses, our local
economy expands and we create a sense
of place for the entire community!

Did you know that Rowlett now has a local
company producing hand crafted beer?
One recent Business Retention and Expansion visit was to
FireWheel Brewing Co., Rowlett’s own local micro-brewery.

“ Rowlett has a
lot of opportunity for
new businesses and
optimistically I hope to be
able to sell more of my
beer in the local market”
Brad Perkinson
Owner, FireWheel Brewing Co.

After getting laid off from his corporate
job, Brad Perkinson decided to start a
small business in Rowlett. Born and
raised in the Dallas area, Brad’s passion
for brewing beer started after attending
Munich’s Oktoberfest in 2009.
“ I had been wishing for better tasting
beer than the regular options such as
Budweiser or Miller. After brewing at my
house for a while and then getting laid
off, I just decided to go for it and start up
my own beer business!” said Perkinson.
FireWheel Brewing Co., located at 2806
Lawing, produces 210 gallons of beer
every two weeks and delivers to local

brew spots in the area such as the Track
Grill and Bar in Rowlett and the Common
Table and the Ginger Man, both located
in Dallas. The brewery is open for weekly
tours every Saturday from 11:00 A.M. to
3:00 P.M. complete with, for small fee,
a pint glass and three tastings of limited
batches. Guests can even bring a meal or
have food delivered to enjoy with a good
beer. The brews vary with the season,
but their Texas Style Pale Ale, Midnight
Ninja Black Ale and Firewheel Pumpkin
are available all year. They also host
private and corporate tour events with an
advance reservation. Please visit them at
firewheelbrewing.com!

City Employees Recognized

92 Go Above & Beyond!
At the November 6 City Council meeting, 92 City of
Rowlett employees were recognized for “Above and
Beyond” performance.
Recognized for specific actions by their peers, citizens and supervisors
during Fiscal Year 2012. These actions included advocating for you,
our customer; providing follow-through to ensure good customer
service was received; finding a long term solution for customers;
proactively looking for solutions to problems; displaying teamwork
beyond what their job requires; and exhibiting pride in the City of
Rowlett through their actions.
Each of their stories are outlined here. Please take the time to read

about the fantastic people that serve this community each and every
day providing you, the Rowlett citizen, with a fantastic value for your
tax dollars!

Career Day at City Hall

City Employees Provide Insight into Public
Service Careers
32 Coyle Middle School students attended a Career Day field trip to
City Hall on Friday, November 16. Staff from Police, Fire, Planning,
Finance, IT, Engineering, Parks and Recreation, Streets, Water Utility
and Engineering each made 5-8 minute presentations about their
positions, education requirements, their personal journeys and the
gratification reaped in a career serving the public.
The kids were given the opportunity to mingle with staff after the
presentation, which they enjoyed, but the highlight of their morning
was trying on all 70 lbs. of the Fire Department’s bunker gear!

Oncor Tree Trimming
to Occur in December
Regular tree trimming is
necessary as trees, lightning
and wildlife are the three major
causes of power outages.

One overgrown tree can cause an electrical fault that might interrupt an
entire circuit from the substation and cause a loss of service to homes,
schools, businesses and traffic signal lights. Oncor utilizes the highest
pruning and safety standards, in fact they have been a Tree Line USA
Award recipient every year since 2001.

Oncor Electric Delivery’s contractor, Wright Tree Service, will be
trimming trees in Rowlett during December. All persons affected
will be notified prior to the trimming taking place by means of a door
hanger. Oncor trims to industry standards and will be trimming those
affected trees 7 ft. as a rule; however, cuts could go back to the trunk
in some cases so as not to jeopardize the health of the tree. Oncor uses
directional pruning methods and it is normal procedure for the cuts to
be in the shape of “V”, “L” or “C” depending on the proximity
of the trees to the lines, the type of tree, etc.
Please contact Oncor at 972-985-2066 with
any questions or concerns.

Holiday Season Fire Safety

Fire Marshal Bryan Beckner Offers Tips to
Protect Your Home Against Fires During the
Holidays
Decorating homes and businesses is a
long-standing tradition around the holiday
season. Unfortunately, some of these
decorations may increase the chances
of having a fire. Based on data from the
National Fire Protection Association and
the U.S. Fire Administration, an estimated
240 home fires involving Christmas trees
and another 150 home fires involving
holiday lights and other decorative lighting
occur each year. Together, these fires result
in 21 deaths and $25.2 million in direct
property damage.

Follow a few simple safety tips and help
ensure that you have a fire safe holiday
season.

Chimney Fire Safety

Homeowners: Have the Chimney Swept
and Inspected Yearly by a Professional
Chimney Sweep
When wood is burned in a fireplace, by-products of combustion
condense inside the chimney flue leaving a flammable deposit
called creosote. A chimney fire occurs when that creosote
ignites. Creosote is highly combustible so there doesn’t have to
be a large build-up to cause a fire, 1/8 of an inch is all it takes!
Chimney fires can burn up to 2000 degrees, which is much
hotter than chimneys are built to handle. The rapid rise
in temperature can crack liners and damage the
outer masonry. Your first chimney fire might
not do any noticeable damage, while
your second might burn your
house to the ground.

5

Christmas Tree
Safety Tips

1
2
3
4
5

Select a Fresh Tree

Make sure the needles are green and hard to pull back
from the branches. They should not break if the tree
has been freshly cut. The trunk should be sticky to
the touch. Bounce the tree trunk on the ground. If a
whole lot needles fall off, it has been cut too long, has
probably dried out, and could be a possible fire hazard.

Keep the Tree Watered

Typically, shorts in electrical lights or open flames
from candles, lighters or matches start tree fires. Wellwatered trees drastically reduce the chance of fire but a
dry and neglected tree can be a serious fire hazard right
in your living room.

Place the Tree Away from Heat

Do not place your tree close to a heat source, including
a fireplace or heating vent. The heat will dry out the
tree, causing it to be more easily ignited by heat, flame
or sparks. Do not drop or flick cigarette ashes near a
tree.

Inspect Your Lights!

Look for frayed wires, bare spots, gaps in the insulation,
broken or cracked sockets, and excessive kinking or
wear. Use only lighting listed by an approved testing
laboratory. Don’t link more than three strands together
and connect them to an extension cord before plugging
into the outlet. Check the wires frequently to make sure
they are not warm to the touch and don’t leave the lights
on unattended!

Discard Tree Promptly

For more information on fire prevention
please contact Fire Marshal Bryan Beckner at
972-463-3940 or visit Rowlett.com

Once the holidays are over, discard your tree promptly.
Never put tree branches or needles in a fireplace or
wood-burning stove.Take it to a recycling center or put
it out on your regular trash day for pickup by Waste
Management Service.

PARKS and RECREATION
NEWS
Get Healthy and Stay Active!

Registration is now open for a full slate of fitness classes,
children’s activities, sports teams and activities for older adults
offered by the Parks and Recreation Department at the Rowlett
Community Centre
Is fitness a goal? Start the new year off
right! The Spring Lakeside Leisure has
information on over 50 ways to get healthy
and stay active...right here in your home
town!
Get fit with Zumba, Body Works, Spin,
Yogalates and many other exercise classes.
Sign the kids up for racquetball, basketball,
soccer and hockey. Adults can get in on the
team sports action as well with basketball,
volleyball and softball. Highlights include

new Cross Training classes, polymer
jewelry making classes, art classes that
include zentangle, pastels, and acrylic
painting.
Also new are group piano classes, Basic
Archery, Beginning golf, and a Girl’s
Youth Volleyball league! Kids can attend a
Spring Breakout Camp and there are many
activities for older adults, too, such as
bridge, monthly lunch socials, fitness and
computer classes and field trips.

Browse the Spring Lakeside Leisure and find a
class or activity perfect for you and everyone in
your family!

Rowlett
Community Centre

World Class Fitness at an Affordable Price!

Give the Gift of Health…a Family
Membership at the Community
Centre

Come check out YOUR Community Centre! The facility
includes a fitness center with numerous treadmills,
elliptical trainers, weight and toning machines, two gyms,
an elevated walking/jogging track, loads of fun programs
for tiny tots on up to senior citizens, gaming area for teens
and so much more! Memberships are affordable, just $230
a year for the whole family!
Affordable Individual, Senior and Youth memberships are
also available.

ROWLETT COMMUNITY CENTRE OFFERS WEEKEND HOURS
Open on the Weekend to Better Serve You!

Not enough time in the day to get in a workout? The Rowlett
Community Centre (RCC) would like to help you achieve your health
and fitness goals!

The RCC has extended hours on the weekends, operating hours on
Saturday are 8:00 a.m to 9:00 p.m. and Sunday from Noon to
6:00 p.m.

HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS
at the Rowlett Library
Gingerbread House Decorating

Saturday, December 8
2:00 - 4:00 P.M.
Santa and Mrs. Claus host this annual come and go event. They’ll
provide the houses and frosting, but please bring a bag of small
candies to share to make each house unique. Don’t forget your
camera!

Music with Miss Heather

Saturday, December 15
2:00 - 3:00 P.M.
Miss Heather will have the whole family singing and dancing
in her interactive musical program.

A Hobbit Movie Celebration

Saturday, December 15
2:00 P.M.
Get on those hairy Hobbit feet for a celebration of the movie by
Peter Jackson based on the beloved book by J.R.R. Tolkien. Trivia,
games and prizes for ages 10-18 in the Library Conference Room!

“A Christmas Story”

Saturday, December 22
10:30 A.M.
Enjoy popcorn and a showing of the Christmas classic featuring
Ralphie and his never ending quest for the Red Rider BB gun!

7th Annual Benjamin Franklin Birthday Contest:

BOOK TRAILERS!

Deadline for entries is Saturday,
January 12
Teens ages 12 to 18 are invited to enter the Benjamin Franklin Birthday
Contest: BOOK TRAILERS, which are short video advertisements or
commercials about books from the Young Adult Fiction Collection at
the Library. This year’s theme is The Future of Communication.
Participants are welcome to use the library’s PC Lab computers, which
have clip art and music clips available, to create their entries. Entries
can be Power Point Presentations or video movies with live actors,
animated, or hand drawn or simple still photos in a slide show with
music and text describing the story.

Library Camp: Book Trailers
Thursday, December 27
2:00-4:00 P.M.
Tweens and Teens ages 10-18 learn how to make
Book Trailers, also known as commercials for
books, using Power Point or Movie Maker on
the Library computers. Participants will learn
basic computer skills, specific software skills,
commercial advertising skills, artistic layout and
video skills as well as planning, creating and
finishing a project.

The winner will receive a picture of Ben Franklin (on a $100 bill!)
at a special program on Saturday, January 19, at the Rowlett Public
Library.
This contest teaches literacy skills in addition to computer skills.
Teens use critical thinking skills to condense their favorite book down
to a concise idea that will entice others to read and enjoy the book.
Also, they sharpen their knowledge of computers by using a variety
of common software programs, by experimenting with creative ways
to express their ideas and by creating a finished product to enter in the
contest.
Entry length is 30 - 120 seconds and in needs to be in a file that will
play independently. Files may be submitted on a flash drive to the
Library or by email.

Arts and Humanities 12th Annual
Young Artists Contest and Exhibit
Attention Young Artists: It’sTime to Get Busy!

One of the goals of the Arts and Humanities
Commission is to encourage area students
to become more active in their communities
through the visual arts. With that in mind, all
talented young artists, Kindergarten through
12th grade, are invited to participate in this
exciting contest!
Three age divisions and two categories, 2D and
3D works, ensure that each child participating
has a chance to shine!
Submissions run the gamut of 2D and 3D visual
arts and might include paintings, drawings,
sculpture or ceramics. This event gives children
the positive reinforcement and encouragement
that they need to validate and further their
development as young artists. It also encourages
parents and community members to be more
aware of the visual arts programs in our schools.
Submit all entries to the Rowlett Library on
Saturday, January 19 between 1:00 and 3:00
P.M. for judging at the exhibit, all entries will
be on display until Saturday, February 9.
For more information and contest rules, please
visit the Arts and Humanities Commission
webpage at www.rowlett.com!

Senior Holiday Events
Holiday Luncheon
Thursday, December 13
11:30 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
Rowlett Community Centre

Come celebrate the holidays with food and
fellowship at this popular annual event. Please preregister at the front desk or call 972-412-6170.

New Year’s Noon
Party
Monday, December 31
11:30 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
Rowlett Community Centre

Celebrate the New Year without all of the night time
obstacles. Food, beverages and entertainment and a
toast to welcome in the New Year!

City Holiday
Closings

City of Rowlett

facilities will be closed:
Christmas Holiday
Monday, December 24
Tuesday, December 25

New Year’s Holiday   
Tuesday, January 1

Waste Management
Holiday Schedule

Waste Management is closed
and will delay trash and recycling
pick up by one day on:
Christmas Day
Tuesday, December 25
New Year’s Day
Tuesday, January 1

Happy Holidays from
the City of Rowlett
staff and City Council!

Vehicle Burglary
YOU are the Best Defense!

Money is tight for everyone around the holidays, this includes
thieves. So, it is no surprise that property crimes increase during this,
the happiest season of all! Here a few tips that can help you prevent
becoming a vehicle burglary victim.
LOCK your car.

Many thieves will not risk the noise or
attention that breaking a car window
might cause, but they do check for
unlocked doors!

NEVER leave your keys in the car.
Even if it is for less than a minute. This
includes hiding a second set of keys
inside your car. Thieves always find
them.

PARK in your garage.

If you cannot park in a garage, choose
a lighted spot visible to passersby.
Consider installing a motion sensor
light if you have to park in a dark rear
driveway.

cameras and other electronics, anything
they can pawn for some quick cash.
Wallets, purses, checkbooks and personal
identification can generate some quick
cash for a crook and pave the way for
identity theft.

“

To avoid becoming
a victim of vehicle
burglary, HIDE your
things, LOCK your car
and TAKE your keys.
It’s a simple as that.

”

HIDE the garage door opener.

Do not leave it in plain view if you do not
park in your garage. As most of us do not
lock the door between our home and the
garage, a garage door opener becomes a
‘key’ to the house!

TAKE valuables in the house
overnight.

Thieves are looking for items like cell
phones, laptops, ipads, ipods, GPS units,

Officer Greg Baldwin
Rowlett Police Department

CAR ALARMS are good, but do not
rely on it as a crime deterrent.
Let’s be honest, when a car alarm goes
off do you really look around for a

potential crime? It takes a thief only
seconds to break a car window and grab
what he is after, alarm or not.

LOCK your items in the trunk.

When doing your holiday shopping,
realize thieves are cruising the parking
lots of the shopping centers. No trunk?
Bring a blanket to cover anything
valuable or that could be mistaken as
valuable. Thieves are more likely to see
something and break in on impulse than
pre-meditate a target. Realize that thieves
also target the parking lots of fitness
centers. A criminal knows you don’t want
to take your purse, laptop and cell phone
into the gym while working out.

KEEP the receipts and record the
serial numbers for your electronic
devices.
This increases the chance of recovering
your property and finding the person
responsible if you become a victim of
theft.
For more information on crime
prevention please contact Officer Greg
Baldwin at 972-412-6242.

CODE ENFORCEMENT TIP
Keep it Clean!

Knowing how busy we all are this month, the Rowlett Code
Enforcement Department would like to remind you to
utilize the new, unlimited weekly brush and
bulky waste collection to keep your
property neat and clean for
the Holiday
It is a violation of Section 22-123 of the Rowlett
season!
Development Code to have trash, rubbish, impure or
unwholesome and/or standing water on property.

For more info
please call Rowlett Code Enforcement at
972-412-6283 or visit Rowlett.com

Drink, Drive and Go to
Jail for the Holidays

The Rowlett Police Department continues to crackdown on

The Police Department Strives
to Keep Rowlett Streets Safe and
Enforces a No Refusal Policy on
Driving While Intoxicated (DWI)

Weekend holidays. During that time period, officers obtained
187 blood specimens from persons suspected of Driving While
impaired driving with a no refusal policy. Under the policy,
Intoxicated. Of those 187 blood
officers will ask for a blood specimen
specimens, Rowlett Police Officers
for testing anytime the officer believes
obtained 97 search warrants for blood
the driver of a motor vehicle is driving
Since the pilot program
specimens of suspects who refused
under the influence of drugs or alcohol.
began, the department
the request for a voluntary blood
If the driver refuses to provide a blood
specimen.
specimen, a search warrant will be
has maintained a
sought in each case in order to obtain the
conviction rate of 100%
he conviction statistics that the
specimen.
department maintained during the
for DWI offenses in
initial pilot program confirmed
rom November 2008 through
that DWI cases involving blood
October 2010, Rowlett Police Officers
which a blood specimen
specimens have a higher conviction
implemented trial periods of “No
was taken.
rate than when a breath test is utilized
Refusal Blood Draws.” These were
at the time of the offense.
identified to coincide with the Texas
Department of Transportation’s
he story to take away from this is
(TxDOT) increased DWI holiday
“If you drink and drive in Rowlett, we will take your blood
enforcement periods such as New Years and Christmas,
and you will be convicted of DWI”.
Memorial Day Weekend, the 4th of July and the Labor Day

T

F

T

Technology Education Series
Free monthly class to educate Rowlett
residents on the various ways technology can
save us time, money and generally make our
lives easier!

e-Books at
the Library
Rowlett Library
Thursday, January 10
6:30 PM
Did you know you can check out eBooks, for free, at the
library? With a service called Overdrive, you can! Learn
how to put those new Kindles, Nooks and tablets you
receive as holiday gifts good use!

Senior Health Checks
Rowlett Fire Rescue helps senior citizens stay
on top of their health!

Tuesday, December 11
Rowlett Community
Centre
8:00 – 9:30 A.M.

On the second Tuesday of each month, Paramedics
check blood pressure, pulse, respirations, blood sugar
level and blood oxygen level and supply a written record
of these readings for monthly
comparisons.

Here’s Where You Money Goes!

A Utility Communication from Jim Proce, Director of Public Works/Development
As part of our ongoing efforts to be transparent and to keep you
informed, we will be providing a monthly update on our progress as
we initiate and construct improvements, repairs and maintain Rowlett’s
utility system. We are currently in the implementation process for
several initiatives that we would like to let you know about so that
when you see activities in your neighborhood, you will know exactly
what is going on.
But since we are just starting these initiatives, we though a recap of
how we got where we are today might be helpful and then we’ll talk a
little about what we are planning.
In preparation for the development of an action plan for the capital
maintenance, repairs, and rehabilitation of the utility system, several
factors were considered during the evaluation process.
In late 2011 a strength, weaknesses, opportunities and threats (SWOT)
analysis was completed as a preliminary step to developing several of
the required actions plans now being pursued. The specific elements of
the SWOT resulted in the almost two dozen items of importance that
you will read about here monthly. Each of these items is in varying
stages of progress and will continue to be long standing targets to
achieve success in the management of the utility system.
As a part of the initial process the existing budgets were revisited and
re-appropriation of several items was considered with a priority of

Hydrants

Hydrants should be inspected and
examined twice annually. This
maintenance includes the grease and
lubrication of components, exercising
the operating components, checking for
leaks and repairs, or replace as needed.
Currently the Fire Rescue staff pressure
tests and reports findings to Utilities,
but this is only a preliminary or basic
inspection. This does not replace the
need to do the other recommended
maintenance processes. All of this is
important to ensure fire protection is
there when you need it in the event of
a fire. The current inventory includes
approximately 1900 hydrants.

capital maintenance planning. This effort resulted in re-appropriation
of approximately $250,000 to augment the existing budget of
$550,000. The resulting funds, along with the water rate increase,
will generate $2.8 million dollars for a more comprehensive program
addressing many of the needs of the system.
Some of these initiatives we will be reporting on will specifically target
the identified concerns, programs, practices, and needs of the utility
system.

Water Valve Replacement

Due to the aging infrastructure there is a
need for a replacement program for many
of the approximately 4000 valves water
valves throughout the system. This effort
consists of the removal and replacement
cost of valves that have failed. While all
of the valves do not have to be replaced
they all have to be maintained which
includes inspecting, exercising, greasing
and lubricating them to extend their
useful and reliable life.

Towers & Tanks

Periodic inspections are required by
the state on all water towers and related
components. A thorough inspection
should occur every five years to
ensure structural integrity with annual
inspections for basic needs. Planning for
painting, cleaning, sealing and related
maintenance should be scheduled to
provide a long term plan.

continued on page 17

Here’s Where You Money Goes! (cont.)

A Utility Communication from Jim Proce, Director of Public Works/Development

Line Replacement

Staff has worked on identifying water
and sewer lines in disrepair through use
of both internal and contract services.
Current infrastructure inventory has
identified significant amounts of
substandard and aging materials which
are failing, have failed and cannot be
consistently depended upon to provide
reliable and sustainable services to you,
our customers.

Back Up Power

Back-up power should be provided at
all crucial lift stations and facilities to
ensure continuity of services during
outages or failures. While this cost to
outfit all facilities is rather expensive, a
phased approach to key facilities should
be executed by prioritizing impacts when
failures would be most critical.

Manhole Rehabilitation

A program of rehabilitation has been previously established in the prior fiscal year. Current City
specifications and requirements for any new development mandates an epoxy-lined coating in
each manhole. This process serves to address several issues in the current system, but we need to
do this in our existing manholes as well. In looking at the quantity of untreated manholes and the
various conditions of the infrastructure, a ten-year
program to address all manholes is being proposed.
The benefit of this process is to:
•
Extend the life of the useful manholes
•
Prolong the deterioration of the manhole
caused by HS2 gases, which are very
destructive to untreated surfaces
•
Reduce infiltration from stormwater and
ground water
•
Reduce treatment costs when infiltration
occurs

As you can see, the utility system has a lot of moving
parts! The City is balancing priorities to make sure
that we meet our mission to provide to quality services
with the least disruption to our customers. In the next

Jim Proce

Director of Public Works/Development

Lift Stations and Pumps

Lift station (structure and wetwells)
rehabilitation - There are 26 Lift Stations
which will require recurring funds to
replace plumbing and rails in addition
to lining and sealing the structures as
needed. These stations are required to
pump sewage to the Garland treatment
plant, uphill and against the natural
terrain.
Rowlett currently has four lift stations
that are drywell configuration. The
conversion of an existing drywell lift
station to a wetwell with submersible
pumps is a sustainability issue, safety
issue, and maintenance issue. The current
configuration requires confined space
entry repairs which are difficult, costly
and more dangerous to workers. This will
require retrofitting the pumps and hoist
equipment.
In addition, there are many pumps
for water and sewer throughout the
system. Maintenance projects for these
pumps include to oil and lubricate all
components, clean volutes and impellers,
replace components as needed and ensure
proper function. Pump replacement
includes the systematic replacement of
aging pumps in our current inventory.
Pumps have been prioritized by age,
condition, application, and volume to
determine priority and exposure and
several will be replaced each year.

several months throughout town you will see efforts on
manhole rehabilitation, back-up power at lift stations, and
line replacement projects. Each month in this space we will
continue to provide updates and keep you in the loop!

Construction Corner

Monthly update on Capital Improvement Projects (CIP) and how the City is utilizing the
additional $2 million annual funding for Capital Maintenance gained from the October,
2012, water rate increase.
Martin Drive

Capital Improvement Project
being built in preparation for the
DART bus/light rail users.
The original contract amount for
the project is $800,000
The Martin Drive Project is being built to help
initiate the planned growth of the Industrial/
downtown section of Rowlett. With the opening
of the DART light rail, Martin Drive is being
constructed to handle the anticipated influx of
commuters from nearby communities as they
enter Rowlett’s epicenter. The pictures show
newly completed the roadway. The project
is currently 99% and the new portion was
completely opened to traffic on October 23.
Coyle to Melcer is also open to all public travel

Martin Drive open to traffic.

New left turn lane westbound Lakeview
Pkwy to southbound Martin Drive.

across the new Dart Rail and DG&O
rail system. The much needed link joins
SH66 to the downtown Main Street area
between Rowlett Road and the PGBT. A
final project walk through was completed
and only a few punch list items and

restoration of some areas remain for
the City’s contractor to complete. The
installation of street lighting will be
completed by ONCOR and will match
the existing lights on Martin north of
Industrial.

The original contract amount
for the project is $12.7 million
with 80% of the roadway funding
being provided from the Regional
Tollway Revenue Fund.

Completed culverts and headwall just
north of East Hickox on Merritt.

Merritt Interconnector completed paving
south at PGBT.

The completed roadway will be configured
as 4-lane divided pavement with the median
landscaping functioning as an environmentally
friendly storm water conveyance known as a
bioswale. The construction of a 36” transmission
water line at Merritt Road and Castle and a 16”
distribution water line along Merritt Road north
of Hickox are also associated with this project.
These water lines will replace the aging system
in this quadrant of the City and provide more
than adequate service for the anticipated growth.
Sanitary sewer lines are also being relocated

and extended north from PGBT to
Castle Road. The new 36” waterline is
complete and will be connected to the
City’s existing water system the week of
November 12. Paving is 38% complete,
Storm drain facilities are 53% complete,
water and sanitary sewer lines are 63%
complete and the overall project is
currently 47% complete and
ahead of schedule.

Merritt/Liberty Grove Road
Interconnector

Merritt Road is a CIP being built
as an interconnector for the
PGBT. It will be the northern
gateway into the City and serve
the future development of the
City’s North Shore District.

Construction Corner (cont.)
Schrade/Chiesa Manhole
and Sanitary Sewer Pipe
Failure

The manhole at the northeast
corner of Chiesa Road
and Schrade Road was
discovered by utility crews to
have a large hole in the side.
Upon excavation to determine the extent
of damage, the top of the manhole fell off
due to excessive corrosion from corrosive
chemicals generated in the sewer system.
The extent of the failure led to an internal
inspection of the existing 30” sanitary
sewer outfall line from this manhole. The
condition of approximately 900 feet of this
pipeline was either partially collapsed or
severely deteriorated.
The failed pipeline has been replaced and
a new manhole constructed to replace the
failed manhole. This manhole and pipeline
convey approximately 30% of the City’s
sewage and the replacement had to be phased

Schrade manhole failure under
construction

Completed Schrade manhole

to prevent expensive bypass pumping.
The pipeline and all manhole connections
have been completed and the new
system is in service. Fine grading has
been completed and the contractor
will begin the final restoration of
vegetation. The materials used for the
manhole construction and pipe line
replacement are highly resistant to the
corrosive chemicals in sewage and will
provide long term service with minimal
maintenance. The project cost is
$295,000 and is 97% completed.

Deteriorated 30” pipeline

Kyle Road Drainage and
Paving Improvements

Kyle Road is a Capital
Improvement Project to improve
the drainage capacity of Long
Branch Creek.
The project contract is $658,000
and includes the extension
of the existing culverts under
Kyle Road and the addition of a
culvert, widening of the roadway,
and the replacement of aging
water and sanitary sewer pipe
lines in conflict with the culverts
and headwall structures.

Kyle Road prior to sanitary sewer
construction

Sanitary sewer manhole installtion on
Kyle Road

The utility crew began work on this
project August 14, 2012. The water line
is 100% installed and the sanitary sewer
line is 85% complete. Some culvert work
has been completed, but was halted due
to the conflicting utility lines. Currently
Kyle Road is closed to through traffic
between the hours of 9 am to 3 pm.

Phase I traffic switch will begin next
week that will leave Kyle Road open to
2-way traffic, however the lanes will be
narrowed to approximately 9 feet each
way. Drivers should proceed through the
area with caution. The overall project is
35% complete.

Construction Corner (cont.)
2009-2011 Alley
Reconstruction Project

$2.4 million Capital
Improvement Project to
replace the pavement in 22
alleys as well as make storm
drainage improvements.
The project began in July 2011 and was
originally scheduled for completion in
September 2012. Twenty two of twenty
two alleys were completed as of November,
2012.
The alley pictcured is located between
Vagas Drive and Shorewood Park. The City
reconstructed approximately 690 linear feet
of alley at a cost of $69,000. This is one of
five alleys to be reconstructed during 2013.
Others include Wood Glen Drive/ Woodlake
Drive, Dalrock Road /Inwood Drive, Osage
Drive/Skyline, and Lynnwood Drive/
Skyline Drive /Miller Road .

Paving subgrade preparation underway

Example of alley condition prior to
pavement removal.

Paving underway in Vegas alley.

Completed Vegas alley.

Pennridge & Chiesa
Erosion Control &
Drainage

CIP to stabilize the erosion
which has occurred at the
culvert under Chiesa Road
near the intersection of
Pennridge Circle.
The original contract amount
is $499,600.
The project involves constructing gabion
walls (rock baskets) at the downstream end
of the culvert to rehabilitate the culvert and
wingwalls. The stabilization will insure the
long term integrity of Chiesa Road at this
location.
As part of this project, a sidewalk is included
on the east side of Chiesa Road from
Woodside to Schrade Road. In addition,
drainage improvements will be made on the
northeast corner of Schrade and Chiesa to
accommodate the sidewalk in that location.
Construction Notice to Proceed was issued to
the contractor on October 8, with a scheduled

Sidewalk construction between Pebble
Beach and Catamaran.
completion date of early January
2013. The contractor has completed
approximately 30% of the storm
sewer work, and 20% of the sidewalk
installation. During the project, there
will be traffic control in place along the
east side of the roadway, and periodically
brief closures on Chiesa to one lane
during off peak times. Message boards
are in place to provide information
regarding any traffic
disruptions.

Pennridge & Chiesa Storm Drainage
Improvements.

this month’s success story

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat.
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper. Et iusto odio
dignissim qui erat plurius blandit praesent dolor luptatum zzril delenit augue duis
dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit,
sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation
ullamcorper te suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex
ea commodo consequat. Lorem ipsum
dolo sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit.

City Calendar

December
1
Main Street
Fest: Ride
the Rowlett
Express
3-6pm
Main Street

2

9

3
DART Light
Rail Opens!
10

4
City Council
Meeting

5

11
12
Senior Health
Checks

13
14
Senior’s Holiday Luncheon
11:30 am @
RCC

8
Gingerbread
House
2 - 4 pm @
Library
15
Hobbit Movie
Party
2 - 4 pm @
Library

18
City Council
Meeting

19

20

21

22

26

27 Library
Camp-Book
Trailers - 2pm

28

29

7:30 pm @ City
Hall

8am @ RCC

16

17

6

e-Bay Class
6:30 pm @
Library

7

7:30 pm @ City
Hall

23

24
City facilities
closed

25
City Facilities
closed

30

31
Senior New
Years Party
11:30 am @
RCC

1
City facilities
closed

(972) 412-6100

City of Rowlett
4000 Main Street
Rowlett, TX 75088

www.rowlett.com

