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VOTE ROWLETT

On the Move

Help Curb Voter Apathy at
the Local Level

City Secretary Laura Hallmark Encourages
Rowlett Citizens to Get Involved with their
Local Government!
One of the duties of the City Secretary is to serve as the local election official. In that
capacity, my office and I oversee the conduct of the City’s elections – both general
and special. The City of Rowlett elects its Councilmembers on the uniform election
date in May, this year that will be Saturday, May 11. For this election, there will be
four positions on the ballot: Mayor, Councilmember Place 2, Councilmember Place 4
and Councilmember Place 6. Applications for a place on the ballot may be submitted
to the City Secretary’s Office through March 1 at
5:00 P.M. A candidate guide is available by request
from www.rowlett.com. Are you a registered
voter? If not, voter registrations must be received
no later than April 11 in order to vote in this
election.
Speaking of voting…something I have noticed
and discussed often with my peers is the level of
voter apathy at local government elections. This
issue is not unique to Rowlett – it is an epidemic
nationwide. What are the reasons people don’t
vote for their city’s officials? Are they unaware the
election is taking place? Are they complacent and okay with the way things are going
so they don’t feel the need to vote? Do they feel they don’t have enough information
to vote? Perhaps they feel their vote doesn’t count. Unless we survey the 96 percent
of Rowlett’s registered voters who didn’t vote in the last local election, we will never
know.
Yes, you did read that right. In the last local election, only three and one-half percent
of the registered voters in Rowlett decided who would represent and make decisions
continued on page 2
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On Tuesday, January 15, Mayor Gottel
Delivered the Annual State of the City
Address.
Shares Accomplishments of 2012 and
Opportunities for 2013!

When we reflect over the past year, we must realize
that it is truly an amazing time in Rowlett’s history.
In December of 2011, just one year ago, the President
George Bush Turnpike (PGBT) opened after a 45 year
wait. On December 3, 2012, DART Light Rail Service
began operations in Rowlett after a 30 year wait. Now,
Rowlett is open to new and exciting opportunities thanks
in large part to these transportation amenities which are
truly game changers for how we will grow and recruit
new businesses to our community. We owe a debt of
gratitude to the elected officials and citizens of our past
who have had such vision for this community. What a
wonderful legacy they have given us today! The current
City Council and City staff recognizes the awesome
responsibility that this legacy has created for us and
the need to make certain that any development and
growth that occurs is done right and creates a financial
sustainability to ensure it was truly worth the wait!

continued on page 2
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for all 56,000 of you. 1,131 votes were cast. So, if you voted,
you theoretically carried with you the proxy of 28 other
voters by their silence.

STATE OF THE CITY

Let’s get back to the “does my vote actually count?” issue.
You may have noticed at this past November’s election, there
were huge voter turnouts – approximately 60 to 90 percent of
registered voters cast their votes. This is the part that baffles
me. At the national level, at least for the Presidential race, the
vote you cast (the popular vote) essentially does not count.
Delegates and the Electoral College are what determine the
outcome. So you have to ask yourself why?

VISIONING

Why do voters rush out en masse to cast a vote that doesn’t
count and stay home when every single vote matters? Just
ask Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Michael Gallops, whose race
was determined by one vote. Why do voters stand in long

“

I encourage you to let your voice be
heard through your vote. Cast your vote

”

as your sign of approval rather than

We spent a lot of time focused on visioning
for our future. To ensure that we do get it right
and develop the remaining areas of Rowlett
to their highest and best potential, we recently
completed a two year visioning process
called Realize Rowlett 2020. This
included two phases and a lot of citizen participation to ensure that appropriate
regulatory policies are in place to achieve long-term financial sustainability for
this community.

Phase I focused on 13 areas in Rowlett that have the potential to develop in the
future.

Phase II focused on the top four areas most likely to develop and have the
greatest impact on the City’s financial sustainability.

staying home and being complacent.

Laura Hallmark
City Secretary

lines to vote for national elected officials and stay home
when it’s the local officials who affect their lives on a daily
basis?
Federal income tax, Social Security, health care – issues
debated at the national level, but not something that the
average person has to deal with on a daily basis. Once a
year when you’re scrambling to meet the April 15 deadline
or right before you turn 65 or when you need to schedule
a doctor’s appointment; but certainly not on a daily basis.
Things that affect you daily are: Did my water turn on this
morning? Did my trash get picked up today? Can I get to
work driving on a road that is not chock full of potholes?
Will someone put out the fire if my or my neighbor’s house
catches on fire? Will someone apprehend the suspicious
person lurking in the alley?
Those questions are all answered by your city elected
officials. The City Council are the officials who set the
property tax rate, which allows for the budget that provides
for water and sewer services, street department staff and
materials, public safety staff and training. The Council
also approves the trash collection and mowing contracts
that ensure Rowlett is a beautiful community. The Council
determines the allocations that provide for the services that
happen without you having to think about it. So I encourage
you to let your voice be heard through your vote. Cast your
vote as your sign of approval rather than staying home and
being complacent. Let your fellow Rowlett residents know
you care about the community in which you live. Take your
proxy back and have your vote count, don’t let someone cast
it for you by being silent.

Early Voting - April 30 through May 7
Election Day - Saturday, May 11

Downtown Rowlett,
which incorporated the
DART Light Rail Station.

Woodside Living,

located north of
Liberty Grove, east of
Muddy Creek, and west of
Waterview, which will create
a diversity of housing options
that Rowlett currently does
not have to serve the empty
nesters and the young urban
population that would
like options other than the
suburban housing mix that is
so prevalent in Rowlett. continued on page 3

Healthy Living,

which will leverage
the growth and future
development of Lake Pointe
Hospital.

Signature

Gateway, formally known
as Waterfront Entertainment
District, which is envisioned
to include a 12 story office
tower that will capitalize
on the views of Downtown
Dallas and Lake Ray
Hubbard along with the
visibility of this site from
I-30.
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CITIZEN ENGAGEMENT
CITIZEN ENGAGEMENT
IS SUCH AN IMPORTANT
PART OF THE
PROCESS OF HOW THE
CITY’S BUSINESS IS
CONDUCTED AND THERE
WERE NUMEROUS
OPPORTUNITIES TO
PARTICIPATE THIS YEAR
WHERE YOUR INPUT
MADE A DIFFERENCE.

F

irst and foremost, the
level of volunteerism that we
continue to see in the City of
Rowlett is truly amazing. In
Fiscal Year 2012, more than
26,600 hours of volunteerism
occurred which is the
equivalent of 12.78 full-time

employees at a savings to
the tax payers of more than
$583,000!

to engage Rowlett’s business
community to discuss changes
to the sign ordinance and
industrial zoning in our

In addition to
“One of the most important things that
the visioning
process which Council and staff do throughout the
year is provide opportunities for citizen
provided
engagement on important issues facing our
numerous
community.”
opportunities
for citizens to
business parks prior
offer their input, the City had
to Council taking
a huge National Night Out in
final action on the
partnership with our Police
recommended changes.
Department and Neighborhood
Crime Watch groups. This
Whether it is seeking
event in October was a great
citizen input on
opportunity to get out and visit
changes to the City’s
and/or meet your neighbors,
garbage service or
the City Council and City staff.
finding out your
preferences to the
There were even opportunities

amenities you would like to
see in parks, Rowlett’s process
to study and implement new
programs or services count
on citizen
participation
whether in
person or via
surveys.

CONSTRUCTION

ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

W

S

•

After waiting 25 years, we were excited to see the completion
of Katy Park in 2012.

•

Rowlett Road Phase II between Miller Road and Century Drive
was completed with an 80% match of federal funds, under
budget and ahead of schedule.

•

The Upper Pressure Plane Interim Solution significantly
improved water pressure to several neighborhoods in the
northwest section of Rowlett. City staff has already started the
design phase to construct a permanent solution to this longstanding issue.

With the completion of PGBT December a year ago, we have seen
a significant increase in our sales tax and the level of interest from
the development community. Realize Rowlett 2020 has established
an important framework for all future development to follow to
ensure that it creates the level of
financial sustainability that this
community must achieve going
forward.

•

Martin Drive was completed between SH66 and Coyle Street
in anticipation of the opening of the DART Light Rail Station.
There is a connection point now to Main Street and the DART
Rail Station that will ensure both sides of the railroad tracks
benefit from the DART Light Rail.

•

We continue to fund a $4 million Cash CIP that ensures that
we keep our good streets and alleys in good condition. There
has been significant progress made through this program over
the past 5 years and we anticipate considerable results going
forward.

hile there isn’t as much construction today as a year or
so ago, there were still several noteworthy projects that were
completed or are under construction that will aid in our future
development.

peaking of future development,
we are seeing some real activity as a
part of our Economic Development initiatives. It is exciting to see
us begin to realize our potential after so many years of waiting.

This year also brought new
shopping and restaurants to
Rowlett with CVS, Raising Canes
and Applebee’s to name a few.
2013 will bring even more retail
businesses, for example Harbor
Freight and Discount Tire are on
their way!
continued on page 4
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FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP

T

T

he Fiscal Year 2013 budget was adopted
he City Council made a tough decision,
without raising taxes. Rowlett citizens have
after months of studying the issue, to raise
had the same tax rate since 2006, which is
water rates in order to maintain the City’s
remarkable considering
utility system. Two
Financial Stewardship is probably
that Rowlett has had
droughts in 2005 and
the single most important element of
6 years of continued
2011 have taken a
decline in property tax
what the City does on an annual basis. tremendous toll on our
valuations, resulting
infrastructure and it
Rowlett had another commendable
in almost $2 million in
would be irresponsible to
year, particularly when you consider
reduced revenue.
delay making those much
the financial condition of our country.
needed repairs. This could
Despite this reduction,
potentially jeopardize the
Rowlett residents
City’s ability to provide
receive the same and/or better service than
such essential services as water and sewer.
ever before. City of Rowlett employees do a
Sometimes being good stewards of your fiscal
great job day in and day out serving you, our
resources requires making tough decisions in
citizens.
order to be financially responsible.

PUBLIC SAFETY
Last but not least this year brought several Public Safety
initiatives. Rowlett citizens should take comfort in the fact
that we have quality men and women in our Police & Fire
Departments that truly make a difference in the lives of those
they serve.

O

n January 16, 2012, the unthinkable happened to several Rowlett residents. Bullets
entered two Rowlett homes, landing in the living room of one and the bedroom of a 5 year
old child in another. Fortunately, no one was injured. Since this was the third
such incident in two years, the City took action and filed an injunction against
James Day and the Garland Gun Range. The goal of this suit was NOT to
close the Garland Gun Range, but to require Mr. Day to operate the range
in a safe manner that did not jeopardize the safety and welfare of Rowlett
residents. As a result of this injunction, numerous improvements have been
made by Mr. Day. A third party independent review of the
safety of this range has been ordered by the Judge hearing this
case and is pending his final ruling.

T

his year, the City changed medical control providers,
which is an essential part of the medical service offered
through the City’s Emergency Medical Service. Medical City
of Plano was selected after an extensive search process. Once
on board, they reviewed the City of Rowlett’s emergency
medical protocol and were so impressed they adopted it
system-wide. As a result, now the Cities of Frisco and Plano
are using Rowlett’s protocol. Way to go to all of the staff
involved in this process!

ININCONCLUSION...
CONCLUSION

A

s we look into the future, Fiscal Year
2015 will be a pivotal year. Thanks to very
strategic financial stewardship, the City
has managed to maintain its current tax rate
since 2006.

However, due to declining property
valuations and a loss of property
tax revenues of almost $2 million
annually, a tax increase will have to
be considered in FY 2015 in order to
maintain the current service level that
you, our citizens, have come to expect.
We will continue to educate you about your
service levels and our financial challenges
in the months to come.
We appreciate all of you who participate
in your local government through emails,
personal contact, and participation in citizen
engagement activities. Everyone doing
their part is what makes Rowlett such a
great community!
View the Mayor’s State of the City video
presentation

Rowlett Juvenile Case Manager

Meet Natasha Castille

An advocate for our community’s youth and
their families when they need one most!
I have the honor of working with our community’s young people and
their families as they navigate through the juvenile justice system. It is
my pleasure to provide them with the guidance, resources, education
and positive reinforcement they need in the hopes that their first
experience is their last!
My position as the Juvenile Case Manager (JCM) includes providing
services in cases involving juvenile offenders before a court consistent
with the court’s statutory powers. As the JCM, I assist the court in
administering the court’s juvenile docket and in supervising its orders
in juvenile cases. I also submit timely reports containing information
or recommendations relevant to assisting the judge in making
decisions that are in the best interest of the child. In addition to judicial
processes, the role of a JCM is to help reduce juvenile crime through
means of case management, social services and the detection and
prevention of abuse and neglect.
I take a personal interest in being the liaison between the child and the
court. Because of that I am very grateful that Rowlett has a wealth of
citizens, organizations, educators, programs and judicial staff willing
to participate in the collaborative effort of preventing children from
becoming further involved in the justice system and to curb juvenile
crime at the local level. Through networking and resource sharing, the
court provides services tailored for each child and their family. My
goal this year is to further enhance these collaborative efforts and reach

out to our community’s youth in the hope we might provoke positive
change and promote growth simultaneously. This is truly community
collaboration!
An example of the results our efforts can produce is the story of a
young man I met struggling in many areas of his life. At all turns,
he continued to repeat patterns of risky behavior and poor choices,
despite having a supportive family and other outside support systems.
Through family involvement and action, resources available through
a crisis prevention program and the court’s ability to spend the time
required help this young man, he was able to achieve the breakthrough
he needed to move forward. I periodically check in with him and
his family. To date, he has advanced to the next grade level, has not
had any other citations and is participating in extracurricular school
activities he once had no interest in.

I love my job…one success at a time!!

Great Texas Warrant Roundup

Rowlett Police Department joins 160 law enforcement agencies
throughout North Texas in an effort to clear open warrants.
Beginning Saturday, February 23 and running through Sunday, March 3, more than 160 law
enforcement jurisdictions throughout the greater North Texas area will conduct the Great
Texas Warrant Roundup. In this wide ranging effort, officers will seek out and arrest people
with outstanding warrants pending before their respective Municipal Courts.
An amnesty period for those with Failure to Appear Warrants will be offered beginning
Saturday, March 2 at 7:30 a.m. and continuing through Saturday, March 9 at 5:00 p.m.
Citizens will have the opportunity to have their Failure to Appear (FTA) warrant dismissed
upon payment in full of the originally charged warrant offense. This provides a savings of
nearly $300 to those with an FTA warrant in addition to their original charge. No special
court date or hearing is required, those wishing to have their FTA’s dismissed may come to
the Municipal Court during normal business hours to pay their original charge, or contact the
Warrant Clerk at 972-463-3938 to pay via telephone. Online payments are also accepted.
There are options available to warrant offenders which will keep them from being arrested
during the roundup, but the time to discuss those options is before officers arrive at the
door. By that time it’s too late and offenders will be posting a bond, paying their fine, or
immediately going to jail. Those with outstanding Rowlett Municipal Court warrants who
wish to avoid being contacted by law enforcement and jailed on their warrants should
contact the Rowlett Municipal Court at 972-412-6222 or the Police Department Warrant
Section at 972-463-3938.

“

While we normally focus on
those with multiple warrants
and higher bond amounts,
during a warrant roundup
every single warrant will be
pursued. Persons who think
that we will not seek them
out because they have only
one warrant should not be
comfortable with that idea.
Lt. Leroy Brantley
Rowlett Police Department

”

Monthly Financial Update

The City of Rowlett’s monthly financial report is provided
as one element in the City’s effort to ensure financial
transparency for its citizens and policy makers.
The Finance Department prepares the
The purpose of this effort is two-fold.
report and presents it to the City Council
First, the report informs the City Council
at a regular City Council
and public regarding the
meeting each month. While
“The November figures status of the City’s financial
the presentation made at the
position. In other words,
project a positive trend
Council meeting usually
where are we versus where
provides a high level
did we project we would
so far this fiscal year! If
overview, the report itself
be at this time of the fiscal
is very detailed, providing
year. Second, it informs
these trends continue
information on each of the
the staff and City Council
City’s funds, key local,
about significant variances
this would increase the
state and national economic
in projected versus actual
indicators, and “dashboard”
overall fund balances by revenues and expenditures.
information about the City’s
This allows the Council
primary operating funds,
to monitor and make
$100,000.”
major revenue sources and
adjustments, and to make
overall fund performance.
Alan Guard decisions appropriately for
Director of Financial Services future budgets. You could
This report is prepared in a
say that this report serves as
way as to provide financially
an early warning system!
relevant information that
is easy to read and understand. Staff uses
The report provided to Council in January
a forecasting model based on historical
includes financial information through
data in order to provide a framework for
November, the second month of the fiscal
comparing projected performance to actual
year. The figures for November project a
performance.
positive trend so far this fiscal year!

On the revenue side of the equation, overall,
the City has earned or received $9.9 million
for all funds in Fiscal Year 2013 (FY 2013).
This amount is 12.4% of the approved
operating budget of $79.6 million and is 4.4%
higher than the forecast projected through the
month of November.
Expenditures have totaled $10.4 million
for FY 2013. This amount is 13.0% of the
approved operating budget of $79.6 million
and is 7.2% lower than forecast through the
second month of the fiscal year.
View the November Monthly Financial
Report.

The General Fund

SPOTLIGHT ON:

Major revenue
sources in the
General Fund

Property Taxes - 54%

The majority of property taxes are received in December and January.

Sales Tax - 17%

Sales tax is received by the City each month, and is remitted to the City by
the State Comptroller’s Office.

Franchise Fees - 10%
Licenses & Other
3%

Franchise fees are paid by
electric, natural gas, cable and
telecommunications utilities to the
City generally on a quarterly basis.
Natural gas franchise fees are paid
once per year. These are paid to City
for the privilege of access to City
right-of-way.

Miscellaneous
8%

Charges
8%
Fines
3%

Franchises
13%

Taxes
65%

These three sources make up more
than 80% of the General Fund
resources.

After the first two months
of this fiscal year General
Fund revenues are $3.3
million which is $471,000, or
16.5% higher than expected.
General Fund expenditures
total $5.0 million which
is $800,000 lower than
expected, or 14.3%.

Economic Development
1st Quarter Report…By the Numbers!

Diana Diaz, Economic Development Specialist, shares information
on key programs the City is utilizing to diversify the tax base,
increase housing options and create Rowlett’s sense of place.
The City of Rowlett Economic Development
Department’s mission is to foster private and
public investment through strategic partnerships to
enhance and diversify Rowlett’s tax base to ensure
sustainability while promoting the Realize Rowlett
2020 vision. We work together to raise awareness
of the City of Rowlett locally, regionally and
nationally by promoting development opportunities
for retail, commercial and industrial growth while
working on retention and expansion opportunities
within the existing business community.
The majority of jobs created in most cities come
from helping the existing business base expand.
Assisting local businesses retain their current
workforce and adding jobs through expansion is
integral to increasing the number of jobs in our
community. The business retention and expansion
program is a great approach to help local companies
stay strong while growing the local economy.
Our department is fully engaged in fostering

relationships with Rowlett businesses and the
development community in order to enhance private
investment through existing business expansion.
Another goal is to enhance already strong
partnerships with the Rowlett Chamber of
Commerce & the Economic Development Advisory
Board on initiatives that foster working with the
local business community.
The Economic Development Department’s
quarterly report reflects real progress in working
with the existing business community, new
businesses in the city and shares successful business
stories that expand our local economy and create a
sense of place for the entire community!

Business Retention
The majority of jobs created

Economic
Development
Department
Mission

To foster private and public investment through strategic
partnerships to enhance and diversify Rowlett’s tax base to
ensure sustainability while promoting the Realize Rowlett 2020
vision.

in most cities come from
helping the existing business
base expand. Assisting local
businesses retain their
current workforce and adding

NEW BUSINESSES

new through expansion is key

The first quarter of FY2013 brought new businesses to Rowlett.

jobs in our community.

Domino’s Pizza
House of Pain
CVS
Hang Time Sports Grill & Bar
Fuentes Plumbing
Dalrock Dental Care
Fitness Revolution Rowlett
Smile Effects Family Dental & Orthodontics
KB’s Brats
Heartfelt Center for Relational Excellence
Stonebridge Veterinary
Lewis Commercial General Contractor
Baylor Institute for Rehabilitation
Kick ‘Em

to increase the number of

In the first quarter of Fiscal
Year 2013 we worked with 24
existing businesses resulting
in the creation of 85 new jobs
right here in Rowlett.
The Economic Development
Business Retention and
Expansion program targets
100 businesses each year to
visit, communicate

Do YOUR part to help create Rowlett’s sense of place...shop,
eat and do business locally whenever possible!

with, learn about
and provide
assistance to on
business related issues.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
Citizen American
Heart First Aid/
CPR class
Saturday, February 9
8:00 A.M. - Noon
Fire Station 1 (3900 Miller
Road)

American Heart Association
Standard First Aid/CPR classes are
offered 3 to 4 times yearly to anyone 16 years or older. Classes are limited
to 12 students and the cost is $30.00 each. Every person will receive a
book and a 2 year course completion card. Contact Gloria Adams at 972412-6230 or via email for more info.

Pet Adoptathon
Saturday, February 23
10:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.
Rowlett Animal Shelter
(4402 Industrial)
Adoption Fee - $25

Come find your new best friend and
help your Animal Shelter maintain its
current live release rate of 75.4%! This
is well above the national rate of 30%
thanks to Rowlett resident’s willingness to open their hearts and homes to
all the wonderful pets available at the shelter.

Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, March 23
10:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.
Downtown on Main St.

Join us in downtown Rowlett on
Main Street for the Eggstraordinary
Egg Hunt. Kids, grab your Easter
basket and hippity-hop on over to
hunt for 20,000 treat-filled Easter
eggs! Enjoy face painting, bounce
houses, music, photos with the Easter Bunny and much more. Dress up
your stroller or wagon for the best decorated wagon or stroller contest.

In Case Of
Emergency

Tuesday, February 12
10:00 A.M.
Rowlett Community Centre
Interim Fire Chief Don Poovey lets
you know how to prepare for an
emergency! If your house is on fire,
in a tornado, has a gas leak, etc. what
do you do? Do you have an escape
plan? Are all of your important papers ready to grab? Does a trusted
friend or relative elsewhere have copies? Do your papers include eye
glass and medical prescription information, names and phone numbers of
people you need to contact? These questions and more will be addressed
to ensure you are ready should disaster strike.

City Council
Ballot

Apply Now for your Place on
the Ballot!
City Hall
Monday, January 30 is the first day to
apply for a place on the 2013 ballot.
Visit the Elections page of Rowlett.
com for more information including
Councilmember qualifications.

Did You Know?
…members of the City Council set your property taxes?
…members of the City Council set your water and garbage rates?
…members of the City Council approve funding for road and alley
repairs?
…members of the City Council approve the budget for the entire City?

Easter
Pup-a-Palooza

Sunday, March 24
2:00pm – 4:00pm
Herfurth Park

It’s time for Easter to go to the dogs!
Four-legged fur babies should not
have to miss out on the fun
of hunting for treat-filled
plastic eggs!
Remember to bring your Easter basket, leash
and proof of rabies vaccination!

Volunteer!
Public Safety Volunteer
Opportunities

Take an Active Role in YOUR Community

Join the VIPS: Volunteers in Police Service!

Citizen’s Police Academy

Spring session begins Thursday, February 28
Register for class Monday, February 4 - Friday, February 15
one night per week that is designed
to help you, the Rowlett resident,
better understand what a police officer
encounters while on duty.
Each week a qualified police
instructor will demonstrate how a
different section of the Rowlett Police
Department operates.

Is CSI your favorite television
show? Are you interested in the
inner workings of your police
department? Then the Citizens
Police Academy (CPA) is for you!
The CPA is an exciting 11-week course held

You will learn about the:
Code Enforcement Department
Communications Department
Crime Scene Unit
Criminal Investigations Division
Crisis Negotiation Team
Detention Services
Patrol Division
Records Section
SWAT Team
Traffic Division

There is an evening at the shooting
range with hands-on instruction in the
use of police firearms and a driving
course where students are able to drive
a police squad car. You will also do a
ride along with an officer on patrol.

Upon graduation, participants are
eligible to join the Volunteers in
Police Services (VIPS).
The Rowlett Police Department’s
Citizens Police Academy held its first
session in the Spring of 1998 and has
been held twice yearly since inception
with participation from over 300
citizens to date.
To learn more about the program or
to enroll, please contact Officer Greg
Baldwin at 972-412-6242 or via email.

Become a Member of the
Community Emergency Response Team

CERT Class

Saturday, February 16 and 23
8:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M.
The Rowlett area CERT team is actively recruiting residents to be trained in the
CERT program which includes Disaster Medical Operations, Light Search and
Rescue and Fire Suppression following FEMA guidelines. The Rowlett Citizen
Corps Council sponsors this two-day class, which is open to the public.

Being Prepared
is Everyone’s
Responsibility.
Get Ready Today.

The Rowlett CERT program is well
established and integrated into the
City of Rowlett’s Emergency Plan.
It serves an essential role in disaster
preparedness and emergency response
in the Rowlett area. During a natural
or man-made disaster, CERT teams
assist Fire and Police in doing damage
assessment, accounting for residents
and securing quick, accessible routes
into neighborhoods. Rowlett CERT is
also an essential component of large

City events, providing access and traffic
control, fire watch, courtesy patrols,
communications and information
technology services, first aid stations,
public information and education.
A course fee of $20 covers disposable
materials used in the class. For more
information or to register for the class,
visit www.RowlettCERT.com or email
CERT@rowlettcitizencorps.org.

February is Love Your Library Month!

28 Red Hot Reasons to Love Your Library!

With Valentine’s Day right in the middle, what better month
to celebrate your love of the Library every day!

1

Not enough hours in the
day to get to the Library
while they’re open? Use
the convenient drive-thru
book drop to return all of
your materials…on
YOUR schedule,
its open 24 hours
a day!

5

We’re here to serve YOU!
Suggest books and other
materials that you would like
the Library to acquire and
help us build a collection
that the entire community
will use and enjoy.
Love Your Library by
telling us what
you need!

2

Borrow, don’t buy! Save
a bundle by borrowing
from your library’s
collections of books,
DVDs, audiobooks and
magazines, rather than
purchasing them.

6

Learn why all the fish
died in your aquarium
or how to train your
puppy. The library has
materials to help you
and your family learn
how to care for your
pets!

3

Got a Spring Break road
trip planned? Check out a
couple of great books on
CD that the entire family
can enjoy. It will make
your drive to Grandma’s
more fun … and time
will fly by quickly!

7

Ensure your assets
end up where YOU
want them to.
Get help preparing
your will, trust or
estate!

4

Looking for a new career
opportunity? Need help
writing a resume? Want
some tips on how to prepare
for an important interview?
The Library has terrific
print and online
resources to aid your
job search and
guide you
toward
success.

8

Research ideas to
celebrate statewide
history days, Women’s
History Month, Black
History Month,
Children’s Library
Week and more.

9 10 11 12

Get the lyrics to your
favorite song...then check
out the CD and enjoy it!

Ensure you’re ready
for sparkling party
conversations; keep
up with all the latest
bestsellers. Don’t buy
them; check them out
from the library!

Not enough hours in the
day to get to the Library
while they’re open? Use
the convenient drive-thru
book drop to return all of
your materials…on
YOUR schedule,
its open 24 hours
a day!

If we don’t have the book
or material you need, ask
us for an interlibrary loan.
Request it, pick it up and
check it out, right here
at your Rowlett Public
Library.

(cont. on page 11)

28 Red Hot Reasons to Love Your Library! (cont. from page 10)

13

Learn a new
language. Aprender
otro idioma!

14

Find the perfect
recipes to prepare your
Valentine a romantic
dinner.

15

Find the movie
based on a book you
enjoyed and vice
versa!

16

Obtain forms for
federal financial aid.

17 18 19 20

Take a practice test for
becoming a policeman,
fireman, graduate student,
US citizen and more. Our
Testing and Education
Reference Center has
over 300 practice test,
courses and study
guides.

Check your e-mail with
free Internet access. Use
the equipment in the
computer lab or bring in
your own laptop or other
mobile device and use
the Library’s free
wireless internet!

Participate in a book
club.
No Page Unturned
meets the third
Thusday of every
month.

Plan a vacation
anywhere from
Argentina to Zanzibar!

21 22 23 24

Instill a love of reading
in the children you
love. Check out
amazing books to
entertain young minds!

Use the library website
to find online resources
and databases. Access
Chilton’s auto repair
manuals, World Book
Encyclopedia, Jobview
for employment
assistance and many
more!.

Enjoy in depth book
discussions led for
teens or adults!

Students - get help
with science fair
projects and term
papers.

25 26 27 28

Join in communitywide activities such
as Spring Fest, held in
conjunction with the
Eggstrordinary Egg
Hunt on March 23!

Borrow CDs, DVDs
and books before you
buy them to ensure they
are worthy of adding to
your home collection!

Read the latest comic
books before they
become movies.
Trivia question:
Did you know that
Batgirl was a
librarian?!

Become a library volunteer!
Your generosity will
benefit the community
and set a great example
to the young people
in your
life.

CELEBRATE BLACK HISTORY MONTH
at the Rowlett Library
Visit the library for a variety of programs and
activities to entertain and educate audiences of
all ages!
Tammy Abernathy Presents the “I Like Me”
Celebration

Saturday, February 16
10:00 A.M.
Dr. Daniel Williams performed the first open-heart surgery, Joseph
Winters invented the fire escape ladder, and Sarah Breedlove
Walker invented products that made her the first African American
woman to become a millionaire! Learn more during Ms.
Abernathy’s Black History Month’s presentation and make a book
to take home.Free for all ages.

Black History Storyteller Melody Bell

Saturday, February 23
2:00 - 4:00 P.M.
Celebrate with talented Griot (gree-o) Storyteller, musician and
poet, Melody Bell. Melody has been featured on Fox’s “Insights”
and WFAA’s “Family First” programs and performs at major
festival and cultural events all over the DFW area.

Black History Month
Bookmark Contest
Winners Announced!

Dr. Cordell Adams
performing from his
book
“Light Bread”

Saturday, March 2
2:00 - 4:00 P.M.
Dr. Adams reads and acts
out parts of his book about
Veola Cook: a brave, Africanamerican earth mother of
wisdom, warmth and wit who
offers love and comfort to
those in need, regardless of
their color.

Food for Fines Week
February 11-16

Customers with
outstanding fines for
overdue materials may
have their fines erased
by donating canned food
items.
Each item of food cancels $1.00 from your existing fine amount.
For Example
Fine of $4.00 = 4 food items
Fine of $4.25 = 5 food items

Recommended Donations:

Emily Burson Kevin Cox
3rd Grade
2nd Grade
Herfurth
Herfurth

Jennifer
Aniedy
4th Grade
Dorsey

Neida Ibarra Valencia
5th Grade
Kiggans
Herfurth
3rd Grade
Herfurth

Canned fruit and vegetables
Canned fruit or vegetable juice
Canned diced tomatoes and tomato sauce
Pasta
Oatmeal
Cereal
Crackers, peanut butter, soup, stew and tuna

Throughout January, the Rowlett Public Library invited kids to design
an original bookmark celebrating Black History Month featuring a
person, invention, or event with historical significance.
Judging was performed by the Arts and Humanities Commission.

For more information contact the Rowlett Library at 972-412-6161
or visit the Library at www. rowlett.com.

Designs are on display and will be used at Library. The winning design
has been printed, pick one up for free all month long!

All the food collected is donated to local food
pantries!

STORY
TIME!
by the Rowlett Library
The Library offers story times for all ages...
Baby Story Time

Every Monday @ 11:30
February 11 - Love for Baby
February 18 - I Like Bugs
February 25 - My Favorite Animals
March 4 - Shapes Around Us
An interactive story time between baby and caregiver which
includes board books, songs, nursery rhymes, baby sign language,
peekaboo, bubbles and parachute play.

Story Time at McDonald’s

Toddler Story Time

Tuesday, February 12 – Highway 66 & Rowlett Road location
Tuesday, February 26 – Highway 66 near Dalrock location
10:30 A.M.
Books, songs, action rhymes, crafts and more on the second
Tuesday of every month.

Every Wednesday @ 10:30 A.M.
Toddlers will have lots of fun learning as they are introduced to letters
of the alphabet and new words to build their vocabulary.
Ages 18 months to 3 years.

Bilingual Story Time

Every Friday @ 10:30 A.M.
Continue your child’s introduction to letters and words through
stories, books, rhymes and much more!
For children 3 years of age and older.

Tuesday, February 19 @ 10:30 A.M.
Join us the third Tuesday of every month for books and songs in
Spanish and English to help young readers to communicate in both
languages.

Preschool Story Time

Rowlett Library Offers A Book Club for
Everyone!

I Love My Library!
Open House

“No Page Unturned” Reader’s Club
Thursday, February 21
7:00 - 8:00 PM
Attend the third Thursday of every
month for a lively and entertaining book
discussion. Share what you are currently
reading with the group. Bring your own
latte - we’ll supply the cookies!

Homeschool Book Club for Teens
Every Wednesday
2:00 - 3:30 P.M.
A weekly book club just for homeschool
teens! A great way to socialize and share
what you’re currently reading.

Monday, February 11
6:30 - 8:30 P.M.
Rowlett Library, 3900 Main St.
A fun evening for the whole family
to come learn about all
the services, amenities, events
and everything else your
Library has to offer!

ROWLETT LIBRARY OFFERS TECH ASSISTANCE!
Phil’s Technology Corner

Get the Most from your Smart Phone!
Phil Barott, Technical Services Supervisor with the
Rowlett Public Library, offers a useful technology tip
each month.

Today, I’d like to talk to you about using your
smartphone to share. Each new iteration of
smartphone has a host of new features. This
can be a lot of fun and a little overwhelming at
the same time. One recent example is the share
feature. The whole point of cell phones is to
enable us to contact others more easily and the
share feature is an extension of that increased
connectivity.
We do a lot of things with our smart phones.
We surf the internet, keep up with news and
check our favorite blogs, take pictures and so
much more. When we find something funny,
interesting or infuriating, we want to share it
with others. Not too long ago, that would have
meant copying down the web address to give to
someone or telling them about it and hoping they
could find the same thing you did with a search
engine. However, the share feature enables us to
send whatever it is we a viewing to whoever we

want to see it. If you just took a neat picture
with your phone, send it directly to another
person without having to wait until you
see them in person to show them. If you
just read an especially interesting political
commentary or a really funny review of the
latest blockbuster, it’s easy to share it with
others!

Here’s How!

When you have something to share,
look for the menu button for whatever
program or app you are using. It looks a
little different on each device. On many
Android phones, it is a series of parallel,
short horizontal lines or a circle with small
squares inside of it. For iPhones, it is a
square with an arrow pointing out of it.
Sometimes all you need to do is press down
on the link or picture you want to share,
hold for a few seconds, and menu options
pop up. Play with your phone a little bit to
figure out exactly what you need to do.
Once the share feature is engaged a list of
options will come up. One of them should
say “share” or something like that. If it
doesn’t, look to see if there is a selection
for “more” as the share button might be on

the second page of options. Once you choose
the share option, another list of options will
appear. These are all the ways available to
you to share whatever it is you’re looking
at. The easiest one is email. If you’ve got
a smart phone, chances are your email is
already set up on it. Selecting this option will
allow you to email the picture or web page
link. There are other options for sharing,
though. If you use social media such as
Facebook or Twitter and have them set up
on your phone you can share using those.
So, clicking the share button, then selecting
Facebook will create a new post that will
appear your Facebook page. Selecting
Twitter will allow you to share something
with all of your Twitter followers.
These are just some of the common ways of
sharing, but there are others. Once you’ve
figured out the mechanics of sharing with
your cell phone, try playing with different
apps to see which ones are fun and useful for
you. For more information on this and other
technology topics visit the Rowlett Public
Library where we have books and programs
to help you learn about technology, as well
as staff to help you figure it all out!

Technology Education Series
Free monthly class to educate Rowlett
residents on the various ways technology can
save us time, money and generally make our
lives easier!

Online Picture
Sharing
Rowlett Library
Wednesday, February 20
10:30 A.M.
Websites like Facebook and Flickr have made it easier
than ever to share pictures with friends and family...
if you know how! Come learn the basics of organizing
pictures electronically and sharing them online.

The library is now offering FREE one on one
sessions to help you get the most from your
computers and personal devices such as cell
phones or tablets.

One on One
Tech Help
Every Friday
Rowlett Library
Flexible times
Two 30 minute sessions are available every Friday for
reservation. Contact Technical Services Supervisor Phil
Barott at 972-412-6161 or via email. Reservations are on
a first come first serve basis so call today!

ROWLETT PARKS & RECREATION
Offers Fun, New Programs!
Looking for something new and different for
the kids to do? Look no further than your own
hometown!
Girls Youth Volleyball League
Girls ages 10-14
Register through February 22

Practices will begin in early March and league play will be held
on Saturdays in March and April. Teams will play seven regular
season games and participate in a single-elimination playoff
tournament at the end of the season. Rowlett residents are $70, nonresidents are $75, fee includes a team jersey. Rowlett Community
Centre members are offered the discounted fee of $65.

Junior Golf Program

Saturday, March 2
10:00 A.M - Noon
Rowlett Community Centre
Specialized golf instruction clinic featuring a curriculum designed
just for kids ages 6-10. Bring your own clubs or use ours. This is a
free program offered in conjunction with Sticks for Kids.

Rowlett Parks Receive
Let’s Play Maintenance Grants
KaBOOM! and Dr. Pepper Snapple Group awarded the
City of Rowlett Parks and Recreation Department four
grants!
The Let’s Play Improvement
Grants are made possible by Dr.
Pepper Snapple Group as part of
its Let’s Play initiative to get kids
and families active nationwide.
Together, through Let’s Play, Dr.
Pepper Snapple and KaBOOM!
will help build or fix up 2,000
playgrounds by the end of 2013,
benefiting an estimated five
million children across North
America.

Community Park, Kenwood Heights, Pecan Grove (Kids
Kingdom) and Twin Star Parks each received $750 for
their play space. These grants will greatly assist repairs!

Basketball Hot Shots and Little Athletes
Thursday evenings in March

These programs geared for 3-5 year olds focus on basic skills,
teamwork, coordination and motor skills. Basketball Hot Shots
will help them learn the basics of shooting, passing, dribbling and
defense. Little Athletes gives them exposure to 3 sports: Soccer,
baseball and football. Little Athletes is designed so that not only do
kids learn basic athletic skills, but parents get tips to keep working
with children at home when the class is over.

Park of the Month
Community Park

Located at 8500 St. Andrews in the Waterview
subdivision, Community Park is home to the Rowlett
Baseball Association, Rowlett Youth Soccer Association
and the Rowlett Adult Softball Association.
The park encompasses 137 acres
and offers activities for the whole
family! In additional to baseball,
softball and soccer fields there are
also two half basketball courts,
two fishing piers, four horseshoe
pits, 18 covered picnic tables, two
playgrounds, two sand volleyball
courts, a large pavilion that can
be reserved for private parties,
ponds for fishing and lots of open
play space.

Grab the kids and visit this beautiful park today!

Coming in March...

Spring Break!
Make Plans Now to
Attend Rowlett Parks and
Recreation Activities at
the Community Centre!
March 11 – 15
7:00 A.M. – 6:30 P.M.
Kids ages 6-12
$15 per day
Looking for fun, safe Spring Break activities? Drop the kids off at the
Rowlett Community Centre (RCC) where Parks and Recreation staff
will be providing entertaining, themed based activities to keep them
up and moving all day long. Games, gym time, fitness activities and
cultural activities including paper airplane folding and origami and
more! Kids need to bring water bottles, snacks and a sack lunch.
In addition to all of the physical activities kids will have “free play”
every afternoon when can choose an activity for 30-45 minutes.
Choose from game room activities including pool, ping pong and air
hockey, Wii mini-tournaments, cup stacking, crafts or reading
time.
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RCC Spring Break
Activities

1
2
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4
5

Manic Monday

Team work activities with themes such as
“Survivor,” “Surf’s Up,” “Amazing Race” and
others are featured. Participants work to build huts for
stuffed animals, learn cooperation by crossing a hot
chocolate river, thawing a frozen t-shirt, untangling a
human knot and other team-related activities.

RookieTuesday

Different activities every
day will keep kids active
and entertained!

Participants are taught the basics of sports such as
basketball, golf, volleyball, floor hockey, tennis,
whiffle ball, softball, football and Frisbee golf. After
the participants are exposed to game basics, the sports
will then be played indoors and outdoors!

Crafts and Art
Craft sessions will take place throughout the week
to foster creativity. Art will include paint, sand, pipe
cleaners, balloons, origami, wooden clothes pins, and
paper bags and plates. Kids will take home a variety
of projects they complete throughout the week.
Tidal Wave Thursday

Water is the name of the game! Kids will play
individual and team water-related games using water
balloons, water buckets and shaving cream.

For more information or to register your
child, stop by the Rowlett Community Centre
or call 972-412-6170.

Science and Nature Friday

Science and Nature incorporated into game shows like
“Minute to Win it” and “Let’s Make a Deal”, science
challenges, nature scavenger hunts and mini contests
all make learning fun!

tip411
The Rowlett Police Department Launches
Anonymous Text Program for Submitting Crime
Tips

“

tip411 is an internet based tool that
enables the public to send a text message
anonymously to the police and lets the
police respond back creating a two way
anonymous “chat”.

We’re proud to be part
of a national program
that benefits over 1,000
communities around
the country. This new

Reserved exclusively for Public
Safety purposes and powered by
CitizenObserver, a St. Paul, MN.
company, tip411 puts a powerful new
crime fighting tool into the hands of our
community and is easily used by all ages
and demographics. 100% anonymous,
CitizenObserver’s technology removes
all identifying information before the
Police Department sees it so there is no
way to identify the sender.

capability will help
our citizens play an
active role in keeping
neighborhoods safer, it
will engage a younger
demographic in the
process and it will save
our agency time and
resources.

Your police department now offers three
ways to send anonymous tips 24 hours a
day, seven days a week.
•

•

”

Citizens with smart phones are
encouraged to visit either the iTunes
store for the iPhone app or Google
Play for the Android app and then
search for RowlettPD Tip.

Lt. David Nabors
Rowlett Police Department
Criminal Investigations
Division

Don’t have a smart phone? Send an

CODE
ENFORCEMENT
TIP

anonymous tip by texting the word
ROWLETT and the tip information
to 847411.
•

Lastly, anonymous tips can be
submitted directly from the Police
Department’s website. Links to the
applications and web based access
to Rowlett PD Tips are located in the
quick link section on the right hand
side of the police department’s front
page.

“This technology is a new paradigm
for creating safer communities. When
someone feels afraid to come forward
or simply feels like they don’t want to
get involved – this is a great way to
pass information on without fear of
retribution.”
Chief Brodnax
Your police department is providing this
service at no cost to our citizens.

This service is to report information
on a crime that was previously
committed. Please call 911 to report
a crime that is in progress.

A Valentine Message from the Rowlett Code Enforcement Department

Don’t Break Our Hearts!

Ensure your vehicles and trailers are parked on improved surfaces.
Follow these guidelines to ensure no violation of the City’s parking on unimproved surfaces ordinance:
•
•

All vehicles must be parked on a poured concrete surface
All trailers must be parked on a dustless surface, access to the pad MUST be of the same material:
•
concrete,
•
asphalt,
•
brick,
•
patio pavers or gravel encased with
a depth of six (6) inches).

For more info
please call Rowlett Code Enforcement at
972-412-6283 or visit Rowlett.com

Rowlett Police Department
Reminds Motorists of
Construction Zone Safety

Work zone safety and awareness are critical, both for drivers
and the men and women that work on our streets every day.
While work zone fatalities and crashes have declined significantly, in fact TxDOT
saw a 35 percent decrease in work zone fatalities in 2009 from the previous year
because of increased safety measures and public outreach efforts, there is still work
to do. With approximately 80,000 miles of roadways in Texas it is important for
motorists to understand the necessity of safely operating their vehicle through road
construction work zones.
Everyone knows that roadway construction zones are a dangerous place to work,
however almost no one realizes that they can be even more dangerous to the
motorists who drive through them. There are numerous hazards present to navigate
such as narrowed and/or shifted lanes of traffic, debris in the road, trucks and heavy
equipment entering and exiting the road at unexpected locations and obstructions in
the road like construction barriers, barrels and concrete barrier walls.

“

While work zone fatalities have decreased,
the 108 fatalities in 2009 are still too many.
Work zone safety is everyone’s responsibility;
it is not the place to speed, drive aggressively
or drive while distracted. The Rowlett Police
Department asks that everyone take an active
interest in their safety and the safety of the
workers by increasing their alertness and
driving defensively when traveling through
construction zones.

Work Zone Safety Statistics

”

Lt. Leroy Brantley
Rowlett Police Department

There are more than 1000 active road construction work zones in Texas at any one
time.
•
Four out of every five work zone fatalities are motorists traveling through the
work zone.
•
46% of all work zone fatalities for 2009 were aged 35 years old or younger.
•
66% of all work zone fatalities for 2009 were male.
•
40% of all work zone fatalities for 2009 were drug and alcohol-related.
Work zones have been improved through engineered traffic control plans featuring
better signage, smoother transitions and more advanced warning systems but the
most important safety factor in reducing the hazards associated with work zones and
reducing crashes in them is an alert, knowledgeable and defensive driver. Motorists
should always be alert to changing road conditions and not take existing conditions
for granted, road construction conditions are dynamic and can change on a daily
basis.
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Work Zone Driving
Safety Tips
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Slow Down!

Pay close attention to posted signs and reduced speed
limits.

Stay Alert!
Expect the unexpected and drive defensively.

Back Off!

Leave ample space between you and the vehicle in front
of you for evasive maneuvers.

Stay Off the Phone!

Pay attention to changing road conditions, eliminate
distractions in the vehicle.

Watch for Flaggers!

Things change fast in work zones. Obey all
traffic control devices in a work zone, especially road
crew flaggers.

March 3 - 9, 2013
Texas Severe Weather Awareness Week

Fire Marshal Bryan Beckner advises we recognize winter weather
threats, develop an action plan and be ready when severe winter
weather hits. Remember…safety is up to you.
When severe weather threatens, monitor TV and
radio broadcasts as well as NOAA weather radio
for storm warnings and watches. When straightline winds threaten, respond the same way you
would to the threat of a tornado. Seek shelter
in an interior room on the lowest floor, such as
a bathroom, stairwell, hallway or closet. Stay
away from windows. If you are outside, cover
your head to protect against flying debris. Avoid
highway overpasses.
When winter temperatures drop significantly
below normal, staying warm and safe can
become a challenge. Extremely cold temperatures
often accompany a winter storm resulting in
power failures and icy roads. Although staying
home reduces the risk of car crashes and falls
on the ice, indoor heating hazards should also
be considered. When people must use space
heaters and fireplaces to stay warm the risks of
household fires and carbon monoxide poisoning

Get
Prepared!

increases.
Take precautions when lighting your home in
the event of a power failure as well. Use batterypowered flashlights or lanterns rather than
candles if possible, if not then never leave lit
candles unattended.
Stay home if possible, but if you must venture out
listen for radio or television reports of travel
advisories issued by the National Weather
Service!

Heat Your Home
Safely
Use fireplace, wood stoves,
or other combustion heaters
only if they are properly
vented to the outside.

Severe Weather Awareness Web Resources
National Weather Service Preparedness
FEMA: www.fema.gov
Red Cross: www.redcross.org

Ensure adequate ventilation
if you must use a kerosene
heater. Use only the type of

COOKING SAFETY
Plan ahead and protect your family!
Never use a charcoal or gas grill indoors—the fumes are deadly.
Never use an electric generator indoors, inside the garage or
near the air intake of your house because of the risk of carbon
monoxide poisoning.

fuel your heater is designed
to use—do not substitute.
Do not place a space heater
within three feet of anything
that may catch on fire,
such as drapes, furniture,
or bedding. Never cover it,

Plug in appliances to the generator using individual heavy-duty,
outdoor-rated cords.

place it on top of furniture or

Do not use the generator or appliances if they are wet because of
the risk of electrocution.

children unattended nearby.

Do not store gasoline indoors where the fumes could ignite.

near water and never leave

Store a multipurpose, drychemical fire extinguisher
(2A; 10B; C) near
the area to be

For more information contact Fire Marshal Bryan Beckner at
972-463-3940 or via email.

heated. Install a
battery-operated
carbon monoxide detector.

Construction Corner
Monthly Public Works Update

Larry Street Reconstruction
is part of the downtown
revitalization efforts. Funding
to construct concrete streets,
sidewalks and add storm
sewers has been provided by a
Community Development Block
Grant (CDGB) program through
the Federal Government.

Larry Street looking east.

Larry Street at Commerce Street.

new PVC water pipe, replacing the
existing sanitary sewer line, adding
underground storm sewer piping with
inlets, replacing the asphalt streets with
concrete paving with curb and gutter, and
adding sidewalks on both sides of the
street. The project design was completed
in July 2012 and the construction contract

was awarded to Quality Excavation at
the November 20, 2012 City Council
Meeting. A public meeting was held
on January 16 to present the project
construction summary and address
any questions or concerns expressed
by the property owners in that area.
Construction began January 21.

The original contract amount
for the project is $12.7 million
with 80% of the roadway funding
being provided from the Regional
Tollway Revenue Fund.

Installation of utilities and additional
roadway paving is ongoing.

Completed section north of Castle to the
north Rowlett City limits

The completed roadway will be configured
as 4-lane divided pavement with the median
landscaping functioning as an environmentally
friendly storm water conveyance. Currently, the
construction of a 36” transmission water line (at
Merritt Road and Castle) has been completed and
is in service. The new 16” distribution water line
(along Merritt Road, north of E. HIckox) has also
been completed and is in service. Both of these
water lines will be replacing an aging system in
this quadrant of the city as well as provide the
capabilities to provide “more” than adequate

service for the anticipated growth that
will come with the PGBT. The roadway
paving has been completed north of
Castle to the City of Rowlett north City
Limits. The second phase of traffic
control has been implemented, north of
Castle, allowing motorist to travel, both
ways, on the “new” northbound main
lanes while the installation of utilities and
additional roadway pavement is ongoing.
The proposed sanitary sewer line is still
under construction from the south end

of the project north to Castle Road and
is on schedule. This line will provide
City sewer service to the residents south
of Castle to the PGBT. Paving is 39%
complete, Storm drain facilities are 53%
complete, water and sanitary sewer lines
are 72% complete and the overall project
is currently 50% complete and ahead of
schedule.

Included in the CDBG projects are Dennis Street,
Oliver Street, Christine Street, Delia Street, Larry
Street and Commerce Street. The final project
in the series is Larry Street from Rowlett Road
east to the end of the current roadway, and the
remaining portion of Commerce Street from Delia
Street to Larry Street.
The Larry Street/Commerce Street project will
consist of replacing the aging water lines with

Merritt/Liberty Grove Road
Interconnector

Merritt Road is a CIP being built
as an interconnector for the
PGBT. It will be the northern
gateway into the City and serve
the future development of the
City’s North Shore District.

continued on page 21

Construction Corner (cont.)
2009-2011 Alley
Reconstruction Project

$2.4 million Capital
Improvement Project to
replace the pavement in 22
alleys as well as make storm
drainage improvements.
The project began in July 2011 and is
complete under budget at $2.1 million.

Alley Condition prior to pavement
removal.

Paving completed in the Bouvier Alley.

Several of these alleys will be added
to the current alley contract and are

scheduled to be under construction
beginning this month.

CIP to stabilize the erosion
which has occurred at the
culvert under Chiesa Road
near the intersection of
Pennridge Circle.
The original contract amount
is $499,600.

Pennridge & Chiesa Storm Drainage
Improvements.

Sidewalk construction between Pebble
Beach and Lindsey Drive.

The project involves constructing gabion
walls (rock baskets) at the downstream end
of the culvert to rehabilitate the culvert and
wingwalls. The stabilization will ensure the
long term integrity of Chiesa Road at this
location.

As part of this project, a sidewalk is
included on the east side of Chiesa Road
from Woodside to Schrade Road. In
addition, drainage improvements will be
made on the northeast corner of Schrade
and Chiesa to accommodate the sidewalk

in that location. Approximately 60%
of the overall storm sewer is complete,
with improvements installed from
Pebble Beach to Lindsey Drive and from
Pennridge to 100 feet south. The sidewalk
will be completed this month.

Currently there are eleven alleys being
designed by consultants scheduled for
replacement in the current budget year.

Pennridge & Chiesa
Erosion Control &
Drainage

Kyle Road Drainage and
Paving Improvements

Kyle Road is a Capital
Improvement Project to
improve the drainage capacity
of Long Branch Creek.
The project contract is
$658,000 and includes the
extension of the existing
culverts under Kyle Road
and the addition of a culvert,
widening of the roadway,
and the replacement of aging
water and sanitary sewer
pipe lines in conflict with
the culverts and headwall
structures.

Kyle Road paving improvements.

Culvert construction on Kyle Road at
Long Branch Creek.

The utility crew began August 14,
2012. Water line is 100% installed and
sanitary sewer line is 85% complete. One
portion of the existing water line will be
relocated the week of December 17 to
allow the installation of the remaining
new sanitary sewer manhole. Culvert
box work is underway and is near 80%
completion. Phase I traffic switch is
complete and Kyle Road is open to 2-way

traffic, however the lanes are narrowed to
approximately 9 feet each way. Drivers
should proceed through the area with
caution. Currently there are intermittent
closures to Kyle Road for a few hours
between 9 am to 3 pm to accommodate
cement trucks. The overall project is
42% complete.

Here’s Where Your Money Goes!

Monthly update on how the City is utilizing the additional $2 million annual funding for
Capital Maintenance gained from the October, 2012, water rate increase.
Line Replacement

In the December newsletter we talked about the current
infrastructure and its poor condition. Since then the Rowlett Public
Works Utilities Division has initiated demonstration projects using
pipe bursting equipment. Pipe bursting incorporates trenchless line
replacement technology by pulling new pipe through the existing
failed pipe. The planned purchase of this equipment will allow for
less disruption to you, our customer, and our community, provide
an overall reduced installation time and most importantly will save
you money. As a part of the demonstration project, City crews have
already replaced almost 500 feet of water main on Chiesa Road and
approximately 260 feet of sanitary sewer main to complete the sewer
rehabilitation on Bouvier Street.
We hope to initiate this program in the upcoming months in our
ongoing efforts to rehabilitate the utility system. Some of these
initiatives we will be reporting on will specifically target the
identified concerns, programs, practices, and needs of the utility
system.

Manhole Rehabilitation

As a continuation of the sanitary sewer
manhole rehabilitation program begun
last year, the City Council approved the
next phase of the project and we will
now begin the rehabilitation on 363
existing manholes. This project will
enable improved flow characteristics
and reduced leaks in the sewer system,
reducing treatment costs and saving
taxpayer dollars.
The Rowlett Utility construction crew
has completed the installation of a
new sewer manhole located on the
sanitary sewer line behind Aspen Dr. It
replaces a temporary repair put in place
upon discovery of the original, badly
deteriorated manhole.

Sewer Main

Chiesa Road pipe bursting.

Preparation has begun for the upcoming
rehabilitation of a clay tile sanitary
sewer main in the Lynwood alley. In
conjunction with the future pavement
replacement, crews will replace
approximately 300 feet of sewer main
and install one new manhole. Replacing
existing main lines which are in poor
condition before new pavement is
installed allows for fewer service
interruptions to our community in the
future.

Water Valve Replacement

City crews have begun pinpointing
isolation valves in the water distribution
system that have become inoperable or
ineffective. The purpose of these valves
is to turn the water off to a section of
main line that requires service. Once
problematic valves are identified,
they will be replaced to ensure proper
operation and reduce water loss and the
time spent on repairs.

continued on page 23

Here’s Where You Money Goes! (cont.)

Merritt Road Water Station

The Merritt Road Booster Station houses
four pumps used to distribute clean
water to the community. The control
valves associated with these pumps are
in poor and aging condition and require
replacement. In an attempt to reduce the
amount of moving parts in the control
systems of our water pumping facilities,
we are replacing existing control valves
with updated, more efficient equipment.
This will also reduce the amount of
downtime for repairs and allow the water
distribution to run more efficiently.

Back Up Power

Back-up power should be provided at
all crucial lift stations and facilities to
ensure continuity of services during
outages or failures. While this cost to
outfit all facilities is rather expensive, a
phased approach to key facilities should
be executed by prioritizing impacts when
failures would be most critical. The
purchase of several generators is planned
for this quarter.

Sewer Service Line Push Camera

In order to provide more accurate service
to our community, the utilities division
has purchased a new sewer camera for
use in televising lateral lines connecting
residences to mains. The camera is
equipped with a locator wand allowing
crews to not only see the issue, but to then
locate it underground. This allows for less
collateral damage during the process of
exposing pipes to repair them.

Rowlett on the Move Monthly Newsletter

Click on Notify Me at www.rowlett.com to
have City news delivered right to your inbox!

Enjoy all the news, information, calendar of events and helpful
crime and safety tips provided in this publication each and
every month. Subscribe today and never miss an issue!

this month’s success story

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat.
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper. Et iusto odio
dignissim qui erat plurius blandit praesent dolor luptatum zzril delenit augue duis
dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit,
sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation
ullamcorper te suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex
ea commodo consequat. Lorem ipsum
dolo sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit.

City Calendar

February
1

2
Little Sweethearts
Dance

7pm @ RCC

3

4

5
Intro to the
Internet
8:30-10am @
Library

City Council
Meeting

6
Intro to the
Internet
8:30-10am @
Library

10
Food for
Fines
Week @

11
Library
Open
House

12
Emergency
Preparedness

17

18

19
20
City Council
Meeting

6:30pm @
Library

13

25

10am @ RCC

26

@ Library

Online Picture
Sharing

14
Valentine’s
Day!

7:30 pm @ City
Hall

24

8:30-10am @ Library

8
9
One on One “I Like Me” CelTech Help
ebration
2pm @ Library

CPR Class
8pm @ FS 1

6:30pm @ Library

7:30 pm @ City
Hall

Library
(2/11-2/16)

7
Intro to the
Internet

15
16
One on One CERT Class
8am
Tech Help
@ Library

21
No Page Unturned Book
Club

22
23
One on One Storyteller Melody
Bell
Tech Help

28
Citizens Police
Academy begins

1
2
One on One Dr. Cordell Adams
Tech Help “Light Bread”

@ Library

7pm @ Library

27

7pm @ Police Station

@ Library

2pm @ Library
Pet Adoptathon
10am-5pm @ Animal
Shelter

2pm @ Library

Jr. Golf

10am @ RCC
(972) 412-6100

City of Rowlett
4000 Main Street
Rowlett, TX 75088

www.rowlett.com

