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On the Move

Rowlett Receives Upgraded
Insurance Services Office
Class 2 Rating

Our City joins an elite group across the
country that share this rating, only 659 Fire
Departments nationwide have an ISO Class 2
rating.

What is ISO?

The Insurance Services Office (ISO) is a New York-based advisory
organization, with Texas offices in Dallas and Austin that serves the
property and casualty
insurance industry by
providing inspection
services, insurance
coverage form
development and
statistical services.
Based upon the ISO
recommendation, the
Texas State Fire Marshal’s
Office will upgrade the
City of Rowlett’s ISO
Class rating from 3 to 2,
effective June 1, 2013. An
ISO Class 2 rating will
help taxpayers with their
insurance rates, bringing
reduced homeowner’s
premiums to Rowlett
residents.
continued on page 2
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CITY TO HOLD
CHARTER AMENDMENT
ELECTION

The charter is the governing document of the City,
“an expression of our City’s purpose”.
In the State of Texas, there are five different classifications for
cities: Type A, B and C General Law, Home Rule, and Special Law.
The City of Rowlett
is a Home Rule city,
operating under a charter
adopted pursuant to the
Texas Constitution. The
charter is the governing
document of the City,
“an expression of our
city’s purpose”. The
City Charter is unable to
be amended without an
election by the citizens.
Rowlett’s City Charter
states “The City Council
shall appoint a Charter
Review Commission at
least once every five years…but no more often than once every two
years...”.
continued on page 3

ROWLETT RECEIVES ISO 2 RATING (CONT. FROM PAGE 1)

HOW ARE CITIES RATED?
THE PUBLIC FIRE
PROTECTION OF A
CITY, TOWN OR AREA
IS GRADED USING ISO’S
FIRE SUPPRESSION
RATING SCHEDULE
(FSRS) TO DEVELOP
THE COMMUNITY’S
CLASSIFICATION.

I

t is the countrywide
classification system used
by the ISO to reflect a
community’s local fire
protection for property
insurance rating purposes.
The FSRS is used in all 50
states as an objective analysis
of fire suppression features
(extinguishing fire) in a
municipality, measuring major
differences between cities and
recognizing the suppression
potential of those cities to
handle buildings once they

are burning. The entire thrust
distribution, fire department
is based on a relative scale
equipment and manpower
of 1 through 10 (1 being the
and fire alarm facilities. ISO
most efficient rating), the
field representatives use the
capabilities of
schedule when
“We are delighted by the
a community
upgraded ISO Class 2 rating,” surveying a
to control
“This is the result of a strategic community’s
these fires, and partnership between the Fire fire protection
thus limit the
capability. The
Rescue and Public Works
resulting loss.
score that is
Departments to better serve our determined
The FSRS
citizens by offering better public from applying
is intended
safety services and contributing the FSRS is
to credit
to the reduction of their
any system,
translated
insurance premiums!”
equipment,
into a
apparatus or
City Manager Lynda Humble public
personnel
protection
level, which
classification. A perfect
is brought to bear on the
score in Texas is 106.5.
suppression problem.
ISO classifies communities
from 1 (the best) to 10 (the
worst) based on how well they
score on the FSRS, which
grades such features as water

10 points for receiving and
handling fire alarms
6.5 points for a “Texas
Addendum” that grades fire
safety education, building
code enforcement, fire
prevention code
enforcement and
fire investigation
capabilities.

50 points for fire
department capabilities,
40 points for water
supply and distribution,

HOW DID ROWLETT RECEIVE THE UPGRADED ISO 2 RATING?
An inspection by ISO was conducted on September 26, 2012. On
January 2, 2013, the City of Rowlett received its score of 86.66
and the upgraded ISO Class rating of 2. Many improvements
implemented over the past several years played a major role in
obtaining the new rating of Class 2. These include:

T

he construction of Fire Station 4 in the northwest quadrant
of the City added twelve new Fire Fighters and an additional
Engine. The locations of the fire stations are rated by the travel
distance that an engine (pumper) and a truck (a larger fire engine
that has a hydraulic ladder mounted on the top) have to travel to
a fire. Pumpers are rated for travel
distances up to 1.5 miles where trucks
are rated for travel distances up to 2.5
miles. The difference being that the
“pumper” is classified as a front line
vehicle designed for fire suppression.
The “truck” is designed as a support
vehicle. It does have the capability of
flowing water on a fire, but the main
purpose is the rescue capabilities of the
ladder.

T

he addition of a two million
gallon water tower on PGBT near
Miller Road, along with many other
water system improvements, was an
important factor. ISO looks at the type
and condition of fire hydrants, the
size of the supply line and the amount
of water at any given location. Every
building has a need for fire protection.
This protection is water. The specific
amount is called the “required fire
flow” and is calculated by the building size and the gallons per
minute of water flowing from the closest fire hydrant.

A

n increase in Fire Rescue personnel training hours was also
key when grading the department. Trained personnel are vital for
a competent fire suppression force. The training facilities and the
use made of them; training at the fire station; training of officers,
drivers and recruits; and pre-fire planning inspections are evaluated.
Training is necessary for the firefighter to maintain a high skill level.
Training must also meet or exceed the requirements of the Office of
the State Fire Marshal, Division of Personnel and Standards.
continued on page 3

ROWLETT RECEIVES ISO 2 RATING (CONT. FROM PAGE 2)

HOW DO ROWLETT
CITIZENS BENEFIT
FROM A LOWER
ISO RATING?

Achieving a lower ISO rating is a
Aside from the reduction in the
difficult task, which can take many
insurance premiums, the quest for
years to accomplish.
a lower ISO rating
“In addition to the potential
As the ISO rating
reduction of insurance premiums, enhances Rowlett’s wellbecomes lower, there is
Rowlett’s lower ISO rating will rounded professional
a noticeable reduction
help the Economic Development fire department. Fire
office attract business and
in the amount of fire
suppression, code
development.
This is a great
insurance the
enforcement, public
example of the partnerships
homeowner and
education, training and
among City departments, in
business owner
special teams all operate
this
case
Fire
Rescue
&
Public
will pay. For
in the team mode and the
Works, that contribute to the
the exact figure,
results are beneficial to
quality of life our office markets
citizens should
the residents of Rowlett
when talking with businesses
contact their insurance
both financially and
about making an investment in
agent and ask for a
through the services
Rowlett.”
comparison based on
provided by the Fire
Jim Grabenhorst, Director of
ISO ratings.
Department.
Economic Development

CITY TO HOLD CHARTER AMENDMENT ELECTION (CONT. FROM PAGE 1)
PROPOSITION 1

Shall Article VIII, Section 8.01, of the Rowlett
City Charter be amended to simplify and facilitate
the process of Recall for City Council Members.
As it states, this amendment would simplify and
facilitate the recall process. The current process is
cumbersome and difficult to attain.

PROPOSITION 2

Shall Article V of the Rowlett City Charter be
amended to add a new Section 5.07 to create
the position of City Prosecutor and to delineate
the duties of that office. This amendment would
include the currently existing position of City
Prosecutor in the charter.

PROPOSITION 3

Shall Article XII, Section 12.04, of the Rowlett City Charter be amended to authorize the City Council,
by ordinance and after public hearing, to amend a provision of the Charter when rendered invalid by State
law, provided that the amendment shall track as near as possible the language of the amendment to State
law. This amendment adds the ability of the City Council, after public hearing, to amend by ordinance
charter provisions that are rendered invalid by State Law.

PROPOSITION 4

Shall sections 2.03(3) and 2.04(5) of Article II, sections 3.03(1), 3.03(3), 3.06, 3.08(1), and 3.09(3) of
Article III, and sections 6.03(1) and 6.04(4)(A) of Article VI be amended to comply with changes in State
law and to remove archaic and obsolete language.
[Article II, Section 2.03(3)]
This item sets the jurisdiction for Municipal Court as set
by State law or ordinance.

[Article III, Section 3.06]
This item sets the election date to the uniform
election date and adds reference to State law.

[Article II, Section 2.04(5)]
This item removes the requirement of service contracts
for Utility service provided by the City outside City
limits. There are no state law conflicts.

[Article III, Section 3.08(1)]
This item removes conflict with State law and
clarifies language. It defines the unexpired term
as one year plus 30 days, and clarifies actions for
resignations due to announcement of candidacy
for office other than the one currently held.

[Article III, Section 3.03(1)]
This item allows for the candidacy of someone who is
otherwise qualified to run for office but who is, in good
faith, protesting the appraised value of their property in
accordance with the law.
[Article III, Section 3.03(3)]
This item removes specific hours of operation and sets
them to State law and normal business hours.

[Article III, Section 3.09(3)]
This item removes archaic wording.
[Article VI, Section 6.03(1)]
This item removes the requirement for renditions
as they are no longer valid in State law.

[Article VI, Section 6.04(4)(A)]
This item clarifies that ad valorem tax dates are
fixed by law.

In November, 2012, the City Council
appointed the following Rowlett
citizens to the Charter Review
Commission: Dr. Michael LucasChair, Tammy Dana-Bashian, Mick
Donnelly, Whitney Laning, Pam
Liston, Jeffrey Sheldon, Brownie
Sherrill, and Alternate Members
David Jenkins, Kevin Lawson, Susie
Quinn, and Deb Shinder.
After several meetings of the
Commission, sub-committees,
and joint meetings with the City
Council, the Commissioners
presented their recommendations.
Initially, the City Council selected
not to hold an election; but upon
further reflection and more
in-depth discussion, the City
Council opted to place before the
voters of the City of Rowlett four
propositions to amend the Charter.
These propositions will appear
in a Special Election and on the
ballot Saturday, May 11, 2013, in
conjunction with the City’s General
Election for Councilmembers.

ELECTION DAY
SATURDAY, MAY 11
EARLY VOTING
APRIL 29 – MAY 7

Downtown Sustainability Grant

The City of Rowlett was awarded a $2.5 million Downtown
Sustainability Grant from the North Central Texas Council of
Governments (NCTCOG).
This is an exciting opportunity to continue
developing the Downtown area with substantial
savings to the City and Rowlett taxpayers!
This grant is designated for several key
transportation improvements in the Downtown
area, specifically pedestrian and bicycle
improvements around the DART rail station.
While awarded in 2006, the City postponed
implementing the grant until after the Realize
Rowlett 2020 visioning process for Downtown.
Now that the vision is clear, the City is set to
proceed!
All improvements are on land owned by the
City of Rowlett and within the scope of the
grant. City staff has engaged consultants
familiar with Rowlett from previous projects
for assistance with engineering and landscaping

design. There are limitations on what items the
grant will cover so staff is working closely with
NCTCOG and the consultant team to ensure
the City only installs the element eligible for
reimbursement.
This project is also being used to leverage
economic development Downtown. The
improvements will create three buildable lots
that benefit from proximity to the DART Light
Rail Downtown Station and existing City
infrastructure. Jim Grabenhorst, Economic
Development Director, will be marketing these
lots to potential developers.
Construction on Martin Drive and the
pedestrian plaza could begin as early as August,
so keep your eyes open for these Downtown
improvements!

IMPROVEMENTS
The extension of Martin Drive from Coyle
Street to Main Street will provide a direct connection to
the DART station, improving access and better connecting the
north and south sides of the DART rail line.

A new pedestrian plaza downtown will serve

as additional public open space. It will be multi-functional and
could host a number of activities and events such as a Farmer’s
Market, live music and public events.

Street trees and new landscaping will provide
shade and aesthetics.

Way-finding signage for cars, bicycles and pedestrians
will help people find their way through the Downtown area. This
signage will be especially important as Downtown grows.

MARTIN DRIVE

PEDESTRIAN PLAZA

NCTCOG

Goals of
Sustainability
LAND USE AND
TRANSPORTATION
PRACTICES THAT
PROMOTE ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT
WHILE USING LIMITED
RESOURCES IN AN
EFFICIENT MANNER

TRANSPORTATION
DECISION-MAKING
BASED ON IMPACTS
TO LAND USE,
CONGESTION, VEHICLE
MILES TRAVELED,
AND THE VIABILITY
OF ALTERNATIVE
TRANSPORTATION MODES

PLANNING EFFORTS
WHICH SEEK TO
BALANCE ACCESS,
FINANCE, MOBILITY,
AFFORDABILITY,
COMMUNITY COHESION,
AND ENVIRONMENTAL
QUALITY

ARTI HARCHEKAR, THE
CITY’S SENIOR PLANNER/
URBAN DESIGNER HAS
CREATED RENDERINGS
ILLUSTRATING HOW
DOWNTOWN MIGHT
LOOK ONCE THE AREA
DEVELOPS.

IT’S A FACT:

Only 4% of Registered Voters in Rowlett voted in the last local election

City Council
Elections

The City of Rowlett elects its
Councilmembers on the uniform
election date in May, this year that
will be Saturday, May 11. For this
election, there will be four positions
on the ballot: Mayor, Councilmember
Place 2, Councilmember Place 4
and Councilmember Place 6. Are
you a registered voter? If not, voter
registrations must be received no later
than April 11 in order to vote in this
election.

Will someone put out the fire if my
or my neighbor’s house catches on
fire? Will someone apprehend the
suspicious person lurking in the alley?
Those questions are all answered by
your city elected officials. The City
Council are the officials who set the
property tax rate, which allows for
the budget that provides for water and
sewer services, street department staff
and materials, public safety staff and
training. The Council also approves
the trash collection and mowing
contracts that ensure Rowlett is a
beautiful community. The Council
determines the allocations that provide
for the services that happen without
you having to think about it. These are
the things that affect you daily.

Why vote?

96 percent of registered voters in
Rowlett did NOT vote in the last local
election. Did my water turn on this
morning? Did my trash get picked up
today? Can I get to work driving on a
road that is not chock full of potholes?

Early Voting - April 29 through May 7
Election Day - Saturday, May 11

City Volunteer Organization Hosts Two Clean-up Events in April

Keep Rowlett Beautiful
Reuse, Recycle and Clean-up!

Great American Clean-up

Electronics Recycling Roundup

Join your friends and neighbors, both
young and the young at heart, in this
one-day effort to clean up designated
areas around the lake and around the
City of Rowlett. Scout groups, school
clubs, church groups, corporate teams
and families are welcome! KRB will
host a Volunteer Thank You Lunch in the
Pavilion at the Wet Zone after the work
is done where everyone can compare
their haul and share bragging rights! To register your group or just
yourself, contact Keep Rowlett Beautiful at 972 463-3929 or info@
keeprowlettbeautiful.org.

Clean out the garage and safely get rid of
the old, outdated electronics! Items will
be reused, recycled, or safely disposed of.
Acceptable items include printers, copiers,
phones, faxes, computers, monitors,
scanners, TVs, games, batteries…and
much more. Almost anything that runs on
electricity or batteries and the accessories
that go with them will be recycled. For
information, contact Keep Rowlett
Beautiful, 972 463-3929 or info@keeprowlettbeautiful.org.

Saturday, April 13
9:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.
Various Locations Around Rowlett

Saturday, April 27
9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
Rowlett Home Depot parking lot

Get Outside and
Enjoy Your Hometown

Explore the Lake!
Paddle Point Park

6600 Miller Road on Lake Ray Hubbard

City of Rowlett Offers Cures for Spring Fever

As the weather warms up, the days get longer and
everything turns green again we crave outdoor activities!

P

addle Point Park is home to Kayak Instruction Inc., a kayaking program
which offers year round kayaking lessons and rentals. The Texas Parks and
Wildlife Association designated this park the 30th paddling trail to join the
Texas Parks and Wildlife statewide trail system, bringing in paddlers from
all over the state to enjoy this lake located right in your backyard!

A

menities at the park include a dock for launching canoes, kayaks
and jon boats, and an information kiosk, both built by Rowlett Parks and
Recreation staff. The paddling trail is protected from wind on all sides and
is home to a dozen Blue Heron that nest within sight of Highway 66 and a
large population of Egrets on the northern trail loop. There are also abundant
schools of Black Bass, Sand Bass and Hybrid Bass. Paddlers can also
glimpse a bit of Rowlett history as they travel to the partially submerged Old
Highway 66 Bridge.

Play Golf!
Waterview Golf Club
9509 Waterview Parkway

D

esigned by the golf course architectural team of Graham & Panks
International, Waterview features an exceptional championship layout
and the acclaimed Nike Golf Learning Center. Five strategically placed
tees on each hole cater to all ability levels, from beginning to expert.
Beautifully manicured fairways and bentgrass greens, along with over
1,500 trees, provide a tranquil environment and enhance the lakes and other
abundant water features. The club house includes a pro shop for apparel
and equipment requirements, a golfer’s grill and an outdoor tournament or
special event pavilion. Nearby state-of-the-art practice facilities include a
3-hole practice course, 45-stall driving range, a chipping green and a large
putting green.

W

aterview Golf Club offers discounted rates for Rowlett residents, a
senior rate during the week and twilight rates. For tee time reservations and
more information, please call Waterview Golf Club at 972-463-8900.

Have a Picnic Dinner!
Pick a park, Rowlett has
over 30 to choose from

R

owlett has an excellent 600 acre park system, many with picnic tables,
playgrounds, basketball courts and large expanses of green grass to run and
play on. Springfield Park and Community Park even have lakes stocked with
fish! Pack up a picnic dinner and enjoy casual meal with family and friends
while the kids have fun and get some exercise.

F

or larger get-togethers, Rowlett Parks and Recreation has covered
pavilions at Herfurth, Community, Springfield, Shorewood and Pecan
Grove Parks that can be rented for mornings, evenings or all day! These
pavilions accommodate from 10 to 75 people and each offers unique park
experiences depending on the location of the pavilion. Call 972-412-6170
for information.
continued on page 7

continued from page 6

Get Outside and
Enjoy Your Hometown

Take a Walk!
Pecan Grove Trail
Nature Trail

City of Rowlett Offers Cures for Spring Fever

As the weather warms up, the days get longer and
everything turns green again we crave outdoor activities!

L

ocated behind the Rowlett Community Centre, the one mile walking
trail at Pecan Grove Park is designated an Official Walking Trail by the
American Heart Association! The trail offers abundant opportunities
to view birds and other wildlife as it winds through the beautiful Pecan
trees. Veer right at the fork and the walking trail will take you near the
historic Coyle House, which has undergone extensive renovations and is a
beautiful representation of an early Rowlett farmstead.

A

nother beautiful walk can be enjoyed on the 1.3 mile Nature Trail,
located on Miller Road at the end of Dexham Road. This unimproved trail
meanders through native trees and shrubbery, taking walkers on a journey
to the lake’s edge. Prolific bird and wildlife viewing opportunities present
themselves at every turn!

Go Fly a Kite…or an
Airplane!
Lakes of Springfield Park
5501 Antioch

L

akes of Springfield Park offers a vast, wide open area that just begs
parkgoers to fly their kites! When the kites are put away, play Disc Golf, put
together an impromptu softball or football game or just take a stroll around
the lake. Want to “go off-road”? There is also an unpaved walking and
biking trail through the trees along Rowlett Creek. The lake is stocked so
feel free to relax and fish with the kids in the lake!

T

his park is also home to Rowlett’s radio-controlled airplane field where
hobbyists of all ages gather to fly all manner of aircraft. Come on Saturday
mornings for the best viewing opportunities. For more information visit the
Rowlett RC Club website.

Go Fish!
Lakeside Park

C.A. Roan Drive @ Miller Road

S

pend a lazy morning fishing with the kids, after all some of the best
conversations happen when we’re doing nothing at all! Lakeside Park offers
abundant fishing opportunities, whether from the pier or directly from the
shore of Lake Ray Hubbard.

A

fter the fish are all caught, jump in on a volleyball game in the sand
courts or just take a leisurely stroll along the lake and watch the sun play on
the water.

April 21-27

National Volunteer Week

The City celebrates its volunteers every week of the year…but takes a
moment to formally say Thank-you during this time. Mayor Todd Gottel
will issue a proclamation at the April 16, 2013 City Council Meeting
declaring April 21-27 as National Volunteer Week in the City of Rowlett.

T

2012 Volunteer of the
Year Mike Barajas and
City Manager Lynda
Humble

hank-you seems so inadequate as
recognition for the difference citizens
make in our community by volunteering
at the City of Rowlett. It is said to never
underestimate the power of one! How
true that is when the collective sums of
“one” are added together and total more
than 26,679 volunteer hours in Fiscal Year
2012 (October 1, 2011 – September 30,
2012). Volunteers saved Rowlett taxpayers
more than $602,145 and when these hours
are converted to full-time equivalent
employees, it equates to 12.8 full-time
employees!

T

he Library, Animal Control, and
Parks Maintenance Departments are
three examples in the City where service
reductions would have already occurred,

In Fiscal Year 2012:

due to declining tax revenue, if not for
volunteers supplementing employees’
efforts. The City’s Volunteers in Police
Service (VIPS) also make a tremendous
difference in the Police Department,
assisting officers with handicapped parking
patrol, vacation home watch, traffic and
crowd control at City events and more.

O

ur volunteer program is flexible and
participants can give the time they feel is
right. The City provides a wide variety
of opportunities ranging from a couple of
hours to long-term assignments in most
City departments and through special
projects and events. The Volunteer Program
is dedicated to citizen involvement and
we are always looking for new ideas, so if
citizens have an interest or special talent to
share, we want to talk!

26,627.75 hours were donated
$602,145 taxpayer dollars saved
12.82 Full Time Employee equivalents!

Celebrate Service
National Volunteer Week is
a time to celebrate people
doing extraordinary things

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

through service. Established
in 1974, National Volunteer

COMMUNITY PARTNER
OF THE YEAR AWARD

Week focuses national
attention on the impact and
power of volunteerism and
service as an integral aspect

The City of Rowlett was presented with the “Community
Partner of the Year” Award at the Rowlett Chamber of
Commerce 2013 Awards Banquet on Thursday, March 7.
This award is given by the Chamber of Commerce to an
organization that promotes and encourages volunteerism
resulting in an improved standard of living and quality of
life in Rowlett.

of our civic leadership. The
week draws the support and
endorsement of the president
and Congress, governors,
Chamber Board of Directors
Member Eva Hummel and
Mayor Todd Gottel

mayors and municipal
leaders, as well as corporate
and community groups across
the country. Take

For more information about volunteering with the City of Rowlett
please contact Denise Perrin at 972-412-6192, via email, or visit
the Volunteer Program page of www.rowlett.com!

a moment during
this week to
thank a volunteer
making a
difference in your community!

COMMUNITY EVENTS
4th Annual Senior
Health Fair
Tuesday, April 9
9:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.
Rowlett Community Centre

Join the Parks and Recreation
Department and the Rowlett Senior
Advisory Board for the 4th Annual
Senior Health Fair. Over 30 vendors
geared toward senior issues and
health care will be on hand to offer free screenings, refreshments and give
guests insights into the products and services available in Rowlett and
surrounding communities. This is a free event!
For more information please call (972) 412-6170.

National
Prescription Take
Back Day
Saturday, April 27
10:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M.
Rowlett Community Centre

Follow-up:

2013 Warrant
Recall Day
and Roundup
a Resounding
Success
To expand on an already successful initiative, on Friday, March 1, the
Police Department Warrant Division and Municipal Court held its first
Warrant Recall Day in conjunction with the annual Great Texas Warrant
Roundup.
A one-time opportunity was presented to the 700 defendants with
outstanding municipal warrants: Avoid arrest by coming to Court
on March 1 for a special hearing before the Judge, enter a plea, and

Kid Fish Outdoor
Extravaganza
Saturday, April 20
9:00 A.M. - Noon
Community Park
(8500 St. Andrews)

The pond at Community Park will
be generously stocked with 500
pounds of catfish prior to this FREE
event sponsored by the Texas Junior
Anglers. The Kid Fish event is designed to promote the sport of fishing
to our youth. Prizes and trophies will be awarded to winners in three
age divisions. It is recommended that families bring their own fishing
equipment however TJA will provide loaner rods, reels, bait and tackle to
those who need them.

The Rowlett Police Department is participating in the National Take Back
Day, a collaborative effort with state and local law enforcement agencies
coordinated by the Drug Enforcement Agency focused on removing
potentially dangerous controlled substances from our nation’s medicine
cabinets. A national take-back day provides a unified opportunity for
the public to surrender expired, unwanted, or unused pharmaceutical
controlled substances and other medications to law enforcement officers
for destruction. This one-day effort will bring national focus to the issue
of pharmaceutical controlled substance abuse. The program provides an
opportunity for law enforcement, prevention, treatment, and the business
community to collaborate and establish a safe collection site for all
Americans, regardless of where they reside.

make arrangements to pay any balance owed on outstanding tickets.
Defendants were notified by mail and phone of this special day.
The results were much better than expected and the program was
definitely a success!
•
700 letters were mailed out.
•
$3695.20 was collected
•
91 warrants with a face value $23,726.80 were cleared and put
on a payment plan.
The week-long Great Texas Warrant Roundup was also a success this
year:
•
141 warrants with a face value of $32,985.80 were cleared.
•
20 Failure to Appears with a face value of $4360.00 were
dismissed with a payment of the original violation.
This was truly a collaborative effort between the police and municipal
court departments and demonstrated inspirational teamwork with a
common goal in mind!

Rowlett Fire Department Conducts

Spring Smoke Alarm Blitz

The 2013 Spring Smoke Alarm Blitz visited three
manufactured home neighborhoods for a door-to-door
campaign to replace non-working smoke alarms and batteries.
The twice-yearly Smoke Alarm Blitz
targets neighborhoods deemed at risk
for fire due to age or the materials
used in the building process. The Fire
Department conducts inspections
on existing smoke alarms, replacing
batteries when needed or even the
entire smoke detector if it is too old or
non-working. Smoke alarm units and
9v batteries were purchased or donated
through private donations, grants and
other funding streams. 24 smoke alarm
units were donated through a Fire
Corps Grant from First Alert. The goal
of this event is to ensure every home

in Rowlett has the adequate number of
working smoke alarms.
On Saturday, March 9, Fire Marshal
Bryan Beckner, along with 21
volunteers and members of the Rowlett
Fire Rescue Department, visited almost
70 homes.
43 smoke alarms were 		
distributed or installed.
29 batteries were distributed
or installed.

→
→

Volunteers also passed out targeted
manufactured home materials

developed in conjunction with the US Fire
Administration’s “Install. Inspect. Protect.” program,
FEMA resources, Citizen Corps and other fire, safety
and poison prevention information to homeowners. A
big thank you goes to youth volunteer group Rowlett
Explorer Post One, who stuffed 100 literature bags on
Thursday, March 7 in preparation for the event.

Nearly 75 Rowlett families and homes are better
protected against fire because of this one-day
event.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR...COMING UP IN MAY!
9th Annual Bike
Rodeo & Safety
Fair
Saturday, May 11
10:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M.
Rowlett High School

Join the Rowlett Police Department
for this always-popular, fun, free
family event designed to teach kids
12 and under the importance of bicycle safety and the traffic laws that
apply to bicycles on the roadway.
Please bring your bicycle, safety helmet and don’t forget your camera!
Children participating in the rodeo will ride on a special bike course
and can get their photos taken with members of the Rowlett Police
Department Bike Patrol Unit. Don’t miss out on the door prizes and
drawings for new bicycles! We ask that all children be accompanied by an
adult.

Memorial Day/
Touch-a-Truck
Celebration

Saturday, May 25
Main Street
10:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
Bring the entire family to
downtown Rowlett to as we
celebrate Memorial Day and
honor our fallen military heroes. The event begins with the Memorial
Day ceremony at 10:00 A.M. in Veteran’s Park, adjacent to the Library
at 3900 Main Street, honoring the men and women who gave their lives
to preserve our freedom. The Rowlett Police and Fire Honor Guard will
present the flag ceremony and the Rowlett Fire Fighters Emerald
Society Pipes and Drums will perform.
Following the ceremony, the event continues with ‘Touch-A-Truck’, a
fun and educational opportunity for children of all ages to touch, climb
on, in and explore vehicles of all sizes. Featured will be a DART bus,
Careflite Ambulance, School bus, Dump Truck, Front End Loader,
Tractor Trailer, Fire Truck, Rowlett Ambulance, Police Car, Motorcycle
and SWAT vehicle, Police Command Post, VIPS unit, Mowers, Tractor,
Trash Truck, Tow Truck and more! There will also be bounce houses,
crafts and face painting as well as other kid’s activities.

Communications Officers Honored
National Public Safety Telecommunications
Officer Week is April 14-20
Mayor Todd Gottel will issue a proclamation at the April 2, 2013
City Council Meeting declaring April 14-20 as National Public
Safety Telecommunications Officer Week in the City of Rowlett.

The City of Rowlett recognizes the pivotal
role played by our telecommunicators,
also known as 911 Dispatchers or
Communications Officers. These vital
members of our public safety staff utilize
telephones, radios, computers and their
technical skills to provide support to Law
Enforcement, Fire Services, Emergency
Medical Services and other governmental
field personnel.
Communications Director Beth English demonstrates
the City’s 911 communications equipment.

As in most communities across the
nation, the Rowlett Police Department
Communications Officers are the voice
of 9-1-1. They are the first public safety

officials a citizen speaks to in a moment of
crisis. Communications Officers are highly
trained specialists capable of quickly and
efficiently getting a citizen the necessary
police, fire, or medical assistance. They are
on duty 24-hours a day, seven days a week,
365 days a year, providing rapid access to
Police and Fire services, as well as a calm,
reassuring voice to citizens in distress.
The Police and Fire Departments of the
City of Rowlett, as well as its citizens,
are very fortunate to be served by such
professionals.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

COMMUNITY PROFILE

1

Population

Rowlett is home to 56,230 residents with a median
age of 36.7

2

Income

3

Housing

4

General Fund

The Economic Development Department utilizes many
tools when soliciting businesses to open or relocate to
Rowlett. One of those is a Community Profile.

5

The City of Rowlett’s FY2013 General Fund
Revenues total $32.7 million. 62% of this comes from
property and sales taxes.

Rowlett has 24 parks on 600 acres of parkland including:
•

Paddle Point Park - 29th on the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department Paddling Trail listing
•
Katy Park - Opened in October, 2012
•
Scenic Point Park - 8.6 acres on Lake Ray
Hubbard
Citizens also enjoy an expansive Community Centre, a
water park, a golf course and a large Library.

The median household income is $82,466 with an
average household income of $102,605.

Rowlett has 18,969 households with a median value
of $162,100.

Amenities

6
7

Transportation

The President George Bush Turnpike links the eastern
region of Texas to the DFW metroplex through Rowlett.
DART Light Rail opened in December of 2012.

Investment

$40 Million in Private Investment in 2012 – New
Businesses include: Applebee’s, Raising Cane’s,
Stonebridge Vet Hospital, Preferred Powder Coating,
Link America and CVS Pharmacy.

Monthly Financial Update

The City of Rowlett’s monthly financial report is provided
as one element in the City’s effort to ensure financial
transparency for its citizens and policy makers.

The Finance Department prepares the
The purpose of this effort is two-fold.
report and presents it to the City Council
First, the report informs the City Council
at a regular City Council
and public regarding the
“The net surplus from
meeting each month. While
status of the City’s financial
the presentation made at the
position. In other words,
operations is $16.7
Council meeting usually
where are we versus where
provides a high level
did we project we would
million. This is $1.7
overview, the report itself
be at this time of the fiscal
is very detailed, providing
year. Second, it informs
million better than
information on each of the
the staff and City Council
City’s funds, key local,
about significant variances
expected at this point
state and national economic
in projected versus actual
in the year. The figures revenues and expenditures.
indicators, and “dashboard”
information about the City’s
This allows the Council
for January continue to to monitor and make
primary operating funds,
major revenue sources and
and to make
project a positive trend adjustments,
overall fund performance.
decisions appropriately for
future budgets. You could
so far this fiscal year!”
This report is prepared in a
say that this report serves as
way as to provide financially
Alan Guard an early warning system!
relevant information that is
Director of Financial Services
easy to read and understand.
The report provided to
Staff uses a forecasting model
Council in March includes
based on historical data in order to provide
financial information through January. We
a framework for comparing projected
are now more than one third through our
performance to actual performance.
fiscal year.

An important indicator
of financial health for the
community.

Expenditures have totaled $20.7 million
for FY 2013. This amount is 26.1% of the
approved operating budget of $79.6 million
and is 2.2% lower than forecast through the
fourth month of the fiscal year.
View the January Financial Report.

Sales Tax

SPOTLIGHT ON:

Sales Tax

On the revenue side of the equation, overall,
the City has earned or received $37.5 million
for all funds in Fiscal Year 2013 (FY 2013).
This amount is 47% of the approved operating
budget of $79.6 million and is 3.3% higher
than the forecast projected through the month
of January!

14.6% of General Fund Revenue

One of the top three sources of funding for general City operations, along
with Franchise Fees and Property Taxes.

$4.8 Million

FY 2013 projection for Sales Tax

1% of 8.25% Total
Sales Tax in Rowlett
goes to the City
The State’s share is 6.25% with
one percent going to the City of
Rowlett and one percent going
to Dallas Area Rapid Transit.
Retail businesses collect sales
tax and remit it to the State
Comptroller’s Office. The State
Comptroller’s Office then sends
a check to the City of Rowlett

Sales Tax revenues are running
11.9% higher than projected
through the month of December
with collections totaling
$1,405,896.
Because of a 60 day lag in the
Comptroller’s Office, the monthly
report will always include an
estimate for the current month.

ROWLETT PARKS & RECREATION
Activities for the Whole Family!
Summer Youth Basketball League

Fun Time Live

Every Saturday Night
7:00 – 11:00 P.M.
$10 per child
Parents, enjoy a date night knowing the kids are safe and sound
and having a great time! This program provides a fun, SAFE
environment for children in 3rd – 8th grades to be able to express
themselves and gain valuable social skills under adult supervision.
Children can expect age appropriate activities, a DJ, concession
area and FUN! An off-duty police officer is onsite and trained
staff will interact and supervise throughout the night! For more
information call 972-412-6170.

Parents Day Out

April 2 – 25
Tuesday & Thursday, 9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
Ages: 3-5
$120
Mother’s Day Out Program Close to Home!
The successful Parents Day Out program is back for the third year.
Children are introduced to numbers, letters, colors and shapes
through themed music, stories, arts, crafts, environmental and
physical education. Snacks are even provided!

Register April 1 – 30
Coed divisions for ages 6-8
Boys divisions for ages 10-14
Sign up your budding b-ball star for this great learning opportunity
or keep skills tight in your older players during summer break.
Eight game season begins June 16 with games played on Saturdays.

Hey Parents: Volunteer Coaches are needed!!
Call 972-412-6170 for information!

Basic Archery

Saturday, April 6
Saturday, April 13
10:00 A.M. – Noon
Ages 12 & up
$15 each session
Looking for something fun and different to do with your teenager?
Experience an archery adventure with a fully trained instructor
and learn the basic skills of archery. Basic skills of archery are
taught, including safety rules, terminology and bow and arrow
identification and uses. All equipment is supplied. These sessions
are suitable for those that have no experience, or those that may
have shot before and need a refresher!

Art Classes at the
ROWLETT COMMUNITY CENTRE!
Art Zone

Acrylic Painting

Need a fun activity for your
little one while you work out
on Saturday mornings? Then
we have the program for you.
Instructor Joan Radicchi will
have the creative genius pouring
out of your child while they
learn to paint, create, mold and
doodle!

Artist Laurieann Dygowski leads
this class with a focus on flower
painting using acrylics. Learn
the ins and outs of acrylics with
insider tips on how to apply
certain techniques.

Saturdays, April 13 & 27
9:30 -10:30 A.M.

Polymer Clay Jewelry

Tuesday, April 23 @ 6:00 P.M.
Artist Laurieann Dygowski leads this fun class! Making jewelry
with polymer clay opens up all sorts creative possibilities using
common household tools.

Tuesday, April 9 @ 6:00 P.M.
Friday, April 12 @ 9:30 A.M.

Beginning Pastels

Tuesday, April 2 @ 6:00 P.M.
Friday, April 5 @ 9:30 A.M.
Learn the basiscs of working in this versatile medium. Lighting and
prop building will also be covered.

Get Creative this Spring!

ROWLETT LIBRARY CELEBRATES!

NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK IS APRIL 15-20
Library Facts
At the Rowlett Public Library,
people of all backgrounds come
together for programs, lectures,
research, homework help,
GED and English as a Second
Language classes and job
hunting. Citizens visit us for
leisure reading, book discussions
and story times with their
children.

Reference and Programming, Last year, the Library answered 17,697

reference questions and informed and entertained 17,092 citizens
at its 630 programs.

Technology Center, The library is a vital technology

center for people in need of free Internet access to take a test,
apply for a job, and improve computer skills. Last year 36,038
citizens used the Library’s PC lab for their Internet access.

Books, DVDs and CDs, The Rowlett Public Library offers 96,036 items for
loan. Last year, library cardholders borrowed
271,245 items from the Rowlett Public Library.

Education, The Rowlett Public Library

is the community center of opportunity,
education, self-help and lifelong learning. On
an average day, 585 of your friends and
neighbors visit the Rowlett Public
Library.

2013 THEME:
“Communities Matter @ Your Library”

Arts & Humanities Commission

Annual Writing Contest
Entries Due by April 29

National Library Week
First sponsored in 1958 by the
American Library Association,
National Library Week is observed
in libraries across the country each
April. It is a time to celebrate the
contributions of our nation’s
libraries and librarians and to
promote library use.

Categories
Short Works (plays, essays, etc.)
15-30 minutes in length
Short Story
1-3 pages, double spaced

Do you have a story inside of you just
itching to get out? Are you convinced
that you are raising the next great
American author? Do you write poems
on every available scrap of paper
including the kid’s paper placemats
at restaurants? Are you always saying
“Come on kids, let’s put on a show,” only
to make them perform the play you wrote
last fall?
Then here is your chance to prove that
you or your kids have what it takes, enter
the Arts & Humanities Writing Contest!

It is the goal of the Arts & Humanities Commission to
encourage appreciation of, and participation in, the arts in
the City of Rowlett!

Poem
1-2 pages, double spaced

Divisions
Youth – Grades 1 through 12
Adult - 18 years and older
All first place winners will receive a cash
award of $100 for each adult category and
$50 for each youth category. These awards
will be presented at the Rowlett City
Council meeting on Tuesday, June 18.
For complete rules and more information
please visit the Arts & Humanities page of
www.rowlett.com.

SPRING IS IN THE AIR!

at the Rowlett Library
Visit the library for a variety of
programs and activities to entertain
and educate audiences of all ages!
Saturday Movie at the Library: Brave

Saturday, April 6
10:30 A.M.
Families, kids, tweens and teens are invited to enjoy a free movie
and popcorn! BRAVE follows the heroic journey of Merida, a
skilled archer and headstrong daughter of a King and Queen.

Saturday Crafts @ the Library
Hats for Spring!

Saturday, April 13
10:30 A.M.
Make a bonny bonnet or a charming chapeau. All materials
supplied, free for all ages.

Teen Volunteers Needed!
The Summer Reading Program is
Coming Soon, so Teens 15 & up:
We Need YOU!

Saturday Games @ the Library

Saturday, April 20
10:30 A.M.
For a great “mental workout”, bring the family for a morning of fun
playing board or video games!

Poetry Slam for Teens

Saturday, April 20
2:00 – 4:00 P.M.
Teens! Come celebrate this noble art with a poetry showcase whether it’s your own or someone else’s.
The 2013 Summer Reading Program runs June 10 – July 30
Assist participants sign up for their Reading Logs, award prizes
when the reading goals are met and help with the many, many
free programs offered all summer long.
Contact Tonya Hartline at 972-463-3922 or via email for more
information and plan to attend the Summer Reading Program
Teen Volunteer Training on Saturday, May 18, 10:00 A.M. at the
Library!

STORY TIME!

The Library offers story times for all ages...
Preschool Story Time
Baby Story Time

Walking - Every Monday @ 11:30 A.M.
Lapsit – Every Monday @ 11:30 A.M.
April 1 - Water, Water
April 8 - See Baby
April 15 - On the Farm
April 22 - Let’s Go
April 29 - Yummy Food
An interactive story time between baby and caregiver which
includes board books, songs, nursery rhymes, baby sign language,
peekaboo, bubbles and parachute play.

Toddler Story Time

Every Wednesday @ 10:30 A.M.
April 3 - Jungle Beat
April 10 - Birdies in a Nest
April 17 - Let’s Go To the Zoo
April 24 - Outer Space
Toddlers will have lots of fun learning as they are introduced to
letters of the alphabet and new words to build their vocabulary.
Ages 18 months to 3 years.

Every Friday @ 10:30 A.M.
April 5 - Jump, Frog, Jump
April 12 - I Like to Eat
April 19 - Mice are Nice
April 26 - Ants Go Marching
Continue your child’s introduction to letters and words through
stories, books, rhymes and much more!
For children 3 years of age and older.

Story Time at McDonald’s

Tuesday, April 9 – Highway 66 & Rowlett Road location
Tuesday, April 23 – Highway 66 near Dalrock location
10:30 A.M.
Books, songs, action rhymes, crafts and more on the second
Tuesday of every month.

Bilingual Story Time

Tuesday, April 16 @ 10:30 A.M.
Join us the third Tuesday of every month for books and songs in
Spanish and English to help young readers to communicate in both
languages.

ROWLETT LIBRARY OFFERS TECH ASSISTANCE!
Phil’s Technology Corner

An Internet Browser Tutorial

Phil Barott, Technical Services Supervisor with the Rowlett
Public Library, offers a useful technology tip each month.

Internet browsers are the tools we use to navigate
the Internet. There are many different browsers,
which one works best will depend on the type
and brand of hardware utilized, for example a PC,
Mac, or cell phone. I’m going to discuss some
similarities and differences of three of the more
common browsers available for PCs: Internet
Explorer (IE), Firefox, and Chrome.
Similarities
These are all free web browsing programs and
they share many features. The core purpose is to
allow navigation and interaction with web pages.
All three also allow users to “bookmark” web
pages and then organize those bookmarks into
folders and subfolders. All three browsers will
also allow the installation of browser extensions;
add-ons that allow the browser to issue warnings
about sites with reputations for installing
malware, manage bookmarks more efficiently,
build wish lists that work across multiple
shopping web sites and more. All three browsers
have private browsing modes. Initiating private
browsing creates a session in which the browser
does not save any information, including history,

cookies, or temporary Internet files. It will
not, however, prevent websites from tracking
use. Firefox and IE both have search bars
in the upper right hand corner of the screen.
Users click on those search bars to select
which search engine to use. For example,
the default search on Firefox is Google, but
users can change it to Yahoo or Bing. Others
such as Amazon, Internet Movie Database,
or Wikipedia can also be added. Chrome
does not have this feature.
Differences
There are some differences in each of these
browsers. The first, IE, was created by
Microsoft. It comes standard on any machine
that has a Windows operating system
installed. IE used to have issues with speed
and security, but with the release of newer
versions it has improved a lot. It strikes a
balance between the other two browsers, not
as fast as Chrome, not as complicated with
options as Firefox. IE is good for users who
need a basic, easy to use browser. Since it
comes standard on Windows computers no
installation is required.
The second is Mozilla Firefox, which is an
open source piece of software. It is easier
to change various settings as it offers more
customization features than IE or Chrome.
There are also more browser extensions

available, increasing the functionality.
Versions of Firefox are available for mobile
devices. One neat feature of Firefox is the
ability to sync, connecting all versions of
Firefox that are installed on different devices.
Firefox, like IE, is easy to use but because of
the enhanced customization abilities it appeals
to those who like to tinker with their software
a bit and see what it will do.
Now, on to Google Chrome. Chrome is meant
to be very lightweight and fast. It is easy to
use and install, subsequently vying with IE as
the most popular browser. The trade-off is that
it doesn’t have all of the options that Firefox
and even IE do, so it can be frustrating for
those who want to customize their browser.
Since Chrome was created by Google it can
tie in with a Google Gmail account. This
is useful for those with an Android phone
because the browser on the phone can sync
with the browser on a home computer,
including bookmarks, contacts and Internet
history.
This is only a brief overview of these
browsers. For more information stop by the
Rowlett Public Library, or call 972-412-6161
and sign up for a One on One Tech Help
sessions!

Technology Education Series
Free monthly class to educate Rowlett
residents on the various ways technology can
save us time, money and generally make our
lives easier!

The library is now offering FREE one on one
sessions to help you get the most from your
computers and personal devices such as cell
phones or tablets.

Electronic
Resume Building

One on One
Tech Help

Rowlett Library
Tue, April 2 @ 6:30 P.M.
Fri, April 19 @ 10:30 A.M.
With employers trending away from traditional paper
applications, an electronic resume is a must to be
competitive in this job market. Attend this free program
and learn how to put one together and utilize the tools
needed to conduct a successful online job search.

Every Friday
Rowlett Library
Flexible times
Two 30 minute sessions are available every Friday for
reservation. Contact Technical Services Supervisor Phil
Barott at 972-412-6161 or via email. Reservations are on
a first come first serve basis so call today!

Look Twice for Motorcycles
Seeing them is saving them

Rowlett Police Remind Motorists to Share the Road with
Motocyclists

Motorists and motorcyclists should “share the road” with each other. When a
motorcycle and another vehicle collide, the driver of the other vehicle is often at
fault. Statistics show that motorcyclists are particularly vulnerable when riding on
our streets and highways — according to the Texas Department of Transportation
(TxDOT), 87% of motorcycle crashes injure or kill the motorcyclist. The number of
motorcyclists killed on Texas roadways has more than doubled over the past decade.
Motorists are urged to look twice for motorcycles at intersections and when
changing lanes, the two places where serious motorcycle collisions commonly
occur. Motorcyclists are dying in record numbers. In 2011, 5,770 motorcyclists
were seriously injured and 470 motorcyclists were killed, accounting for 16
percent of the state’s traffic deaths. Researchers point to the fact that the number of
motorcycles registered in Texas more than doubled over the last decade from 180,345
in 2000 to 419,722 in 2010.

“

With the weather warming up and
high price of gas, more people are
turning to motorcycles for pleasure
riding and their daily commute.
The Rowlett Police Department
reminds motorists to stay aware,
be alert, and always look twice for
motorcycles on the road.

”

Sgt. Michael Godfrey
Rowlett Police Department

4

Motorcycle
Awareness Safety
Tips

1
2
3
4

Give Them Space!

Don’t follow a motorcycle too closely. A
motorcyclist’s riding patterns are different from
vehicle patterns and reactions may vary for the
same road or weather conditions. Allow a full lane
of travel space between your car or truck and a
motorcycle.

Be Respectful!

Remember, a motorcycle is a vehicle with all of the
rights and privileges of any vehicle on the roadway.

Do a Double Take !

Look twice for motorcyclists at intersections, where
they may be making a left turn, as well as on the
highway, where a motorcyclist may be changing
lanes. Clearly signal your intentions.
Because motorcycles have a much smaller profile than other vehicles, it can be
difficult for drivers to judge the speed and distance of an approaching motorcycle.
As a result, drivers involved in crashes with motorcycles say they never saw the
motorcyclist and were unable to react in time to prevent the crash. Per vehicle mile
traveled, a motorcyclist is nine times more likely to be injured and 39 times more
likely to die in a crash.
In Texas, about half of crashes in which the motorcyclist died were at intersections,
often with the passenger vehicle turning left in front of an oncoming motorcyclist and
the driver reporting that he/she never saw the motorcyclist before turning.
basis.

Anticipate Next Steps

Obstructions that you do not notice could prove to
be deadly for a motorcyclist. Give motorcyclists
plenty of space to react and make the road a safe
place for you and others, no matter what form of
transportation they use.

YOUTH AND TEEN POLICE ACADEMY

Age Divisions
Dates
YOUTH

The Rowlett Police Department’s School Resource Officers have
developed one and two week Youth and Teen Police Academies to create
better understanding and communication between young citizens and
the police department, providing positive interaction with police officers
while educating our community’s youth. These academies will not only
enhance the student’s knowledge of law enforcement, but will also offer
a way for kids interested in law enforcement as a future career choice to
learn more about what it takes to be an officer.

STUDENTS ENTERING
GRADES 5-8

The academies are free and available to students who live and attend
school in Rowlett and consist of the following curriculum:
Swat
Internet Safety
Crime Scene Investigation
Gun Range & Weapon Safety
Criminal Investigations
Defensive Tactics
Patrol
Bicycle Patrol
Community Services
Jail
Negotiating
Dispatch
Driving While Impaired/Traffic
Drug and Alcohol Recognition
Pursuit Driving
Penal law
Building Searches
Use of Force

Register by May 3
TO REGISTER OR GET MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT
OFFICER BRANDON HERRING VIA EMAIL

TWO FIVE-DAY SESSIONS
JUNE 24 – 28
OR
JULY 29 – AUGUST 2
8:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M.
MONDAY - FRIDAY

TEEN

STUDENTS ENTERING
GRADES 9-12
TWO NINE-DAY
SESSIONS
JULY 15 – 25
OR
AUGUST 5 - 15
8:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M.
MONDAY - FRIDAY

CODE ENFORCEMENT TIP

GARAGE SALE SUCCESS!

1
2
3
4

Spring Cleaning often results in a garage sale - here are
the City’s garage sale ordinances to assist citizens in
conducting a successful event!

No permit is required for garage sales
although only three sales in a twelve month
period are allowed.
Sales are limited to personal property only.
No merchandise acquired solely for the
purpose of resale may be included.

Garage sale signs may not be placed on
public property. Public property includes
street or road right-of-ways, which is
normally between the utility poles and
street curbs or between fences and street
curbs. Signs are also prohibited in medians
and on trees and utility poles.

5
6
7

Sales may last up to three consecutive days.

If garage sale signs are found in violation
they will be removed and discarded at no
liability to the City of Rowlett.

Garage sale signs may be placed on
personal property only.

Please remove all signs within 48 hours
after the sale has ended.

For more information please contact Rowlett Code Enforcement at 972-412-6283 or visit the
Garage Sale Information page of www.rowlett.com

Prevent Cell Phone Theft
Community Services Officer Chad Caldwell Offers
Tips to Help You Hang on to Your Phone!

In today’s fast moving society, where
immediate contact and communication
is the norm, most of us live “attached”
to our cell phones. If we misplace it,
or even worse leave it at home, we
aimlessly wander through the day like
a zombie. These days, life without cell
phones is unimaginable and it’s hard to
remember how we functioned in society
without them! Unfortunately, thieves feel
the same way. In a world where almost
every man, woman, and yes, child, has a
cell phone, thieves today feel as if they
are kids in a candy store. A stolen phone
can lead to identity theft, leak of personal
information and drained bank accounts,
just to name a few of the headaches
incurred.
Cell phone thefts have been steadily
rising over the past couple of years
and, in larger cities like San Francisco,
this has lead to an even greater danger.
Armed robberies have increased as well,
and cell phones have become a main
target. These robberies are known as
“Apple picking,” referring to Apple’s
iPhone, and are rapidly becoming the
most popular target among thieves. Cell
phone robberies have gotten so bad in
San Francisco that the city’s board of

supervisors is developing prevention
and awareness programs for citizens to
highlight their vulnerability when using
smartphones in public.

“

In a world where
almost every man,
woman, and yes, child,
has a cell phone, thieves
today feel as if they are
kids in a candy store. A
stolen phone can lead
to identity theft, leak of
personal information and
drained bank accounts.

”

Officer Chad Caldwell
Rowlett Police Department

So what do cell phone robberies in
larger cities have to do with Rowlett?
As always, there is something to be
learned from the issues of others. Here in
Rowlett, cell phones are reported stolen
in Rowlett businesses and schools with
amazing regularly so we are not imune to
this issue!

For more information on preventing crimes of opportunity
in our community, please contact Officer Chad Caldwell at
972-412-6242 or via email

First, let’s look at cell phone usage
among our young people. Teens can be
very competitive, fighting for popularity
among their peer group. This can
manifest itself by stealing. If kids take
their cell phone to school, let them know
that showing it off and using it freely
increases the chances of theft.
As for adults, the same principle
mentioned above can be applied! Employ
these crime prevention tips:
• Don’t carry the phone around in
your hand! Today’s cell phones are
very expensive pieces of equipment
which signify a very nice reward for
thieves.
• Avoid distraction when walking
and “talking”! Thieves pay more
attention than victims. Therefore,
avoid unnecessary texting and
talking and be more conscious of
your surroundings.
• Turn the ringer off or on vibrate!
Loud and noticeable ringtones attract
the attention of thieves. Ringtones
can serve as an advertisement for
your expensive and beloved device.
• Don’t leave a phone lying in clear
view or in an open purse! This
applies to both students and adults.
Remember your phone is valuable so
treat it as such.
• Be sure others do not know your
“hiding place”! If you are saying
to yourself, “I always put my phone
away.” You then must ask yourself
if you always put it in the same place
(i.e. desk drawer, backpack, purse
pocket), and others know it.

Fire Prevention

Let’s “Retire” Fire!
The facts speak for themselves: Americans over the age of 65 are one of the
groups at greatest risk of dying in a fire. Fire Marshal Bryan Beckner offers
precautionary steps Rowlett senior citizens can take to to dramatically reduce
their chances of becoming a fire casualty.
Safety Tips for Older Americans
Kitchen Fires – Most kitchen fires occur because food
is left unattended on the stove or in the oven. If you
must leave the kitchen while cooking, take a spoon
or potholder with you to remind you to return to the
kitchen.
Never cook with loose, dangling sleeves that can ignite
easily.
Heat cooking oils gradually and use extra caution
when deep-frying.
If a fire breaks out in a pan, put a lid on the pan. Never
throw water on a grease fire.
Never use a range or stove to heat your home.

Space Heaters - Buy only heaters evaluated by a
nationally recognized laboratory, such as Underwriters
Laboratories (UL).
Do not use electric space heaters in the bathroom or
around other wet areas.
Do not dry or store objects on top of you heater. Keep
combustibles away from heat sources.
Smoking – Don’t leave smoking materials unattended.
Use “safety ashtrays” with wide lips.
Empty all ashtrays into the toilet or a metal container
every night before going to bed.
Never smoke in bed.

On average, more than 900 Americans age 65 and over
die in fires. People over the age of 85 die in fires at a
rate five times higher than the rest of the population.
They may be physically less able to take the quick
action necessary in a fire emergency. They may be
on medication that affects their ability to make quick
decisions. Many older people live alone and when
accidents happen others may not be around to help.

Get
Prepared!

Fire Safety Web Resources
General Fire Prevention Tips
Fire Safety for Older Americans and Caregivers

CHECK SMOKE
ALARMS!
Studies show that having a working
smoke alarm dramatically increases
the chance of surviving a fire. Also
remember to practice a home escape
plan frequently with your family!

What Fire Hazards Affect
Older People?
Cooking accidents are the leading
cause of fire related injuries for
older Americans. The kitchen is one
of the most active and potentially
dangerous rooms in the home.

The unsafe use of
smoking materials is
the leading cause of
fire deaths among older
Americans.
Heating equipment is responsible
for a big share of fires in seniors’
homes. Extra caution should be used
with alternate heaters such as wood
stoves or electric space heaters.
Faulty wiring is another major cause
of fires affecting the elderly. Older
homes can have serious wiring
problems, ranging from

For more information contact Fire Marshal Bryan Beckner at
972-463-3940 or via email.

old appliances with bad
wiring to overloaded
sockets.

Construction Corner
Monthly Public Works Update

Larry Street Reconstruction
is part of the downtown
revitalization efforts. Funding
to construct concrete streets,
sidewalks and add storm
sewers has been provided by a
Community Development Block
Grant (CDGB) program through
the Federal Government.

Included in the CDBG projects are Dennis Street,
Oliver Street, Christine Street, Delia Street, Larry
Street and Commerce Street. The final project
in the series is Larry Street from Rowlett Road
east to the end of the current roadway, and the
remaining portion of Commerce Street from Delia
Street to Larry Street.
The Larry Street/Commerce Street project will
consist of replacing the aging water lines with

Larry Street - digging trench for line

Installing Line A wastewater line

new PVC water pipe, replacing the
existing sanitary sewer line, adding
underground storm sewer piping with
inlets, replacing the asphalt streets with
concrete paving with curb and gutter, and
adding 5 foot sidewalks on both sides of
the street.

Field work began with the Notice to
Proceed January 22. The utility crew has
installed all underground utilities and
storm inlet structures. Water testing is
underway and removal of all paving will
begin next week.

Merritt/Liberty Grove Road
Interconnector

Merritt Road is a CIP being built
as an interconnector for the
PGBT. It will be the northern
gateway into the City and serve
the future development of the
City’s North Shore District.
The original contract amount
for the project is $12.7 million
with 80% of the roadway funding
being provided from the Regional
Tollway Revenue Fund.
The completed roadway will be configured
as 4-lane divided pavement with the median
landscaping functioning as an environmentally
friendly storm water conveyance. Currently, the
construction of a 36” transmission water line (at
Merritt Road and Castle) has been completed and
is in service. The new 16” distribution water line
(along Merritt Road, north of E. Hickox) has also
been completed and is in service. Both of these
water lines will be replacing an aging system in
this quadrant of the city as well as provide the
capabilities to provide “more” than adequate

Construction of the concrete “stone finish” retaining wall is ongoing.

service for the anticipated growth that
will come with the PGBT. The roadway
paving has been completed north of
Castle to the City of Rowlett north City
Limits. The second phase of traffic
control has been implemented, north of
Castle, allowing motorist to travel, both
ways, on the “new” northbound main
lanes while the installation of utilities and
additional roadway pavement is ongoing.
The proposed sanitary sewer line from
the south end of the project north to
Castle Road is on schedule and nearing
completion. This line will provide City

sewer service to the residents south of
Castle to the PGBT. Construction of the
concrete “stone finish” retaining wall
is currently on-going on the southwest
corner of W. Hickox and Merritt Road.
This will add an aesthetically pleasing
addition to the roadway construction.
Paving is 40% complete, Storm drain
facilities are 55% complete, water and
sanitary sewer lines are 85% complete
and the overall project is currently 60%
complete and ahead of schedule.

continued on page 22

Construction Corner (cont.)
2009-2011 Alley
Reconstruction Project

$2.4 million Capital
Improvement Project to
replace the pavement in 22
alleys as well as make storm
drainage improvements.

The project began in July 2011 and is
complete under budget at $2.1 million.

Alley Condition prior to pavement
removal.
The City has added an additional four
alleys for RKM, the City’s contractor.

Paving completed in the Bouvier Alley.

Chiesa walkway

Chiesa pedestrian bridge

As part of this project, a sidewalk is
included on the east side of Chiesa
Road from Woodside to Schrade Road
along with drainage improvements on
the northeast corner of Schrade and
Chiesa to accommodate the sidewalk.
The contractor has completed the
overall storm sewer improvements from

Pebble Beach to Lindsey Drive and from
Pennridge to 100 feet south. 90% of
the sidewalks are complete. The piers
have been poured and the gabions are
complete. The walk bridge has been set
and the walk wall/pedestrian handrails
are under construction.

Culvert construction on Kyle Road at
Long Branch Creek.

Culvert construction on Kyle Road at
Long Branch Creek.

The utility crew began August 14, 2012.
Water and wastewater lines are installed
and complete. The south box culvert is
complete. The north box culvert footing
and face wall are complete. Subgrade
stabilization has begun for paving. Kyle

Road is closed to through traffic for the
duration of the project.
Project is 50% complete and is behind
schedule at least 30 days.

RKM will begin these alleys in early
April.

Pennridge & Chiesa
Erosion Control &
Drainage

CIP to stabilize the erosion
which has occurred at the
culvert under Chiesa Road
near the intersection of
Pennridge Circle.
The original contract amount
is $499,600.
The project involves constructing gabion
walls (rock baskets) at the downstream end
of the culvert to rehabilitate the culvert and
wingwalls. The stabilization will ensure the
long term integrity of Chiesa Road at this
location.

Kyle Road Drainage and
Paving Improvements

Kyle Road is a Capital
Improvement Project to
improve the drainage capacity
of Long Branch Creek.
The project contract is
$658,000 and includes the
extension of the existing
culverts under Kyle Road
and the addition of a culvert,
widening of the roadway,
and the replacement of aging
water and sanitary sewer pipe
lines.

Here’s Where Your Money Goes!

Monthly update on how the City is utilizing the additional $2 million annual funding for
Capital Maintenance gained from the October, 2012, water rate increase.

Merritt Road Booster Station

Preparations are underway for the
upcoming installation of two new control
valves in the Merritt Road Booster
Station. The existing control valves are
aged and in need of constant monitoring
and maintenance. By replacing these
valves, staff will be better able to focus on
other pressing issues around the system.
Crews have been removing existing
components and prepping the station
for paint once the new valves are here.
The new components are expected to
be installed and operational within the
month.

Crane Truck

We are celebrating the highly anticipated
arrival of the new utility crane truck!
The wastewater pumps in our system
require annual maintenance and periodic
service and need to be lifted out of place
to do so. Replacing the existing 6000
pound crane truck is this new 14,000
pound version. This addition allows
staff to internally lift all of the systems
wastewater pumps. Previously, we were
limited to approximately 85% of those
and had to contract out the larger pumps.

Pipe Bursting Equipment
Purchase

City Council has recently approved
the purchase of the new pipe bursting
equipment.
Pipe bursting employs trenchless
technology for main line replacement.
This means a shorter project duration and
less collateral damage to the project area.
The purchase of this machine will allow
the replacement of many miles of pipe
in a shorter amount of time, providing
uninterrupted service to our community.
basis.

Rowlett on the Move Monthly Newsletter

Click on Notify Me at www.rowlett.com to
have City news delivered right to your inbox!

Enjoy all the news, information, calendar of events and helpful
crime and safety tips provided in this publication each and
every month. Subscribe today and never miss an issue!

this month’s success story

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat.
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper. Et iusto odio
dignissim qui erat plurius blandit praesent dolor luptatum zzril delenit augue duis
dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit,
sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation
ullamcorper te suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex
ea commodo consequat. Lorem ipsum
dolo sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit.

City Calendar

1

2

3

4

5

City Council
Meeting
7:30 pm
7

8

Basic Archery
10am @ RCC
10
Intro to Word
8:30a @ Library

17

18
No Page Unturned
Book Club
7pm @ Library

19
One on One
Tech Help
@ Library

20
Annual Kid Fish
9am @ Community Park
Teen Poetry Slam
2-4p @ Library

24

25

26
Electronic Resume Class
10:30am @
Library
One on One
Tech Help
@ Library

27
National Take Back Day
10-2 @ RCC

15
National
Library
Week begins

16

21
National
Volunteer
Week begins

22

23

11
Intro to Word
8:30a @ Library

(972) 412-6100

12
One on One
Tech Help
@ Library

13
Great American Cleanup
9am @ lakeshore
Basic Archery
10am @ RCC
Hats for Spring!
10:30am @ Library

City Council
Meeting
7:30 pm

Planning &
Zoning Meeting
7:30 pm
29

6
Saturday Move “Brave”
10:30am @ Library

9
Intro to Word
8:30a @ Library
Senior Health
Fair
9-1 @ RCC
Electronic Resume Class
6:30pm @
Library

14
National
Telecommunications
Officer Week
begins

28

April

Electronic Recycling
9-1 @ Home Depot lot

30

City of Rowlett
4000 Main Street
Rowlett, TX 75088

www.rowlett.com

