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On the Move
Mosquito Season is Here!
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Continue preventative measures to avoid
West Nile Virus

A Concerted effort by Health Department
agencies across North Texas depends
on participation in mosquito prevention
by the public.
In 2012, a significant part of North Texas experienced the largest outbreak
of West Nile to date. In Rowlett alone, there were ten confirmed human
cases of West Nile disease and one fatality. West Nile has already made an
early appearance in Richardson
this season, with a mosquito
testing positive for the virus.
On that note, four North Texas
county health departments
are melding their planning,
research and information, and
efforts to make a collective
impact on this year’s West Nile
virus season. Similarities are
reflected in Dallas, Tarrant,
Collin and Denton Counties
through plans to trap and test mosquitoes earlier than they did in 2012, to
add more staff members, to conduct year-round trapping and testing, and a
request to their respective Commissioners Courts for additional funding. A
major component of this unified approach is the residents of each of these
counties eliminating and reducing mosquito breeding areas in and around
their homes. All four counties will echo the prevention messages, which
if followed, can help reduce human cases and reduce the opportunities for
mosquitoes to breed.
continued on page 2

Once a Week Landscape Watering
Goes into Effect June 1

NORTH TEXAS MUNICIPAL
WATER DISTRICT INITIATES
STAGE 3 WATER RESTRICTIONS
Another Dry Winter and Spring Results in Low
Lake Levels
In an effort to preserve the resources and water supplies
available now, the North
Texas Municipal Water
District (NTMWD) is
implementing Stage 3 of
its Drought Plan and not
waiting until lake levels
reach the critically low
point of 2011.
The City of Rowlett
purchases its water from
the NTMWD, and as a
“Customer City”, must
comply. The goal of Stage
3 is a 10% reduction in water use and increased awareness in
ongoing water conservation efforts.
continued on page 3

MOSQUITO SEASON IS HERE (CONT. FROM PAGE 1)

2013 CHANGES TO MOSQUITO TESTING AND ABATEMENT PLAN
THE CITY OF ROWLETT
CONTRACTS WITH DALLAS
COUNTY FOR MOSQUITO TESTING,
ABATEMENT AND SPRAYING.

→

In Rowlett, mosquito testing will
occur on Wednesdays.

→

The City will be notified of results
by 10:00 A.M. on Friday.

This contract covers ALL of Rowlett,
including the portion that is located in
Rockwall County.

→

Dallas County has increased the number
of mosquito traps set in “zones” around
Rowlett from three to five for a more even
activity surveillance. Dallas County has
also changed the ground spraying strategy
in an effort to more effectively combat the
spread of West Nile Virus.

The City will notify residents of the
affected area through Blackboard Connect
messages and information on the City’s
website, www.rowlett.com.

After studying the 2012 human cases,
the County found it very difficult to
determine just where the victims came
in contact with the infected mosquitoes.
Therefore, instead of waiting for a human
to test positive for the virus, they will now
perform ground spraying of the entire
zone when a mosquito testing positive is
located.

If positive mosquitoes were
present, ground spraying of the
zone will occur at dusk the same
evening (weather permitting).

What Can I Do?
Mosquito Proof!
Follow the Four D’s
Remember: the Best Offense
is a Good D-fense!

Dress
Wear long, loose and light-colored

WHAT IS DALLAS COUNTY DOING?

clothing to avoid mosquito bites
when outside.

Dallas County Health officials are working
with the City of Rowlett to minimize the
risk of residents of contracting mosquito
borne diseases. Dallas County uses an

Integrated Mosquito Management (IMM)
program to abate mosquito populations.
IMM uses various techniques that include
the following tools:

DEET
Use insect repellent products with
“DEET” or other EPA approved
repellents and follow product

Surveillance – The collection of mosquitoes to determine the location, species, quantity
and virus potential.

Source Reduction – Remove water sources that support mosquito breeding habitats.
Larvicide – The use of EPA approved products to kill
mosquito larvae in standing water or stocking water with
mosquitofish.

instructions.

Drain
Inspect property for standing
water, regularly clean roof
gutters, dump water from potted
plants, change birdbath and pet
water daily. Upend wheelbarrows,

Adulticide – The spraying of EPA approved products
from trucks and planes to reduce mosquito populations.
The pesticides that can be used for mosquito control have
been judged by the EPA not to pose an unreasonable risk to
human health.

buckets, tires, cans and other
outdoor containers.

Dusk & Dawn
Stay indoors during

Ensure YOU receive ground spraying notifications,
sign up for Blackboard Connect today!

dusk and dawn hours—when
mosquitoes are most active.

Once a Week Landscape Watering Goes into Effect June 1
(CONT. FROM PAGE 1)

North Texas Municipal Water District
Initiates Stage 3 Water Restrictions
DRY WINTER RESULTS
IN CRITICALLY LOW
LAKE LEVELS

On April 25, the City of
Rowlett received notice that
the Board of Directors of the
North Texas Municipal Water
District (NTMWD) voted
to implement Stage 3 of its
Drought Plan. Below average
rainfall and low lake levels
have necessitated the move to
more stringent conservation
efforts. The goal of Stage 3 is
a 10% reduction in water use
and increased awareness in
ongoing water conservation
efforts.

As of May 30, Lake Lavon’s
elevation was down 7.5 feet.
Lake Chapman, another

“Our primary water
supplies are below normal
levels due to less than
average rainfall, and
projections indicate we will
not get the rainfall we need
this summer. ”
Jim Parks
Executive Director of NTMWD
NTMWD water source was
down 8.3 feet. In addition,

WHEN CAN I WATER?
Landscape watering is allowed once every
seven days based on the last number of the
physical address.
No landscape watering is allowed between
10:00 A.M. and 6:00 P.M.

Exceptions to this Schedule

1

Foundations, new landscaping,
new plantings (first year) of
shrubs, and trees may be watered
for up to 2 hours on any day by
a hand-held hose, a soaker hose,
or a dedicated zone using a drip/
bubbler irrigation system.

2

Registered and properly
functioning ET/Smart irrigation
systems and drip/bubbler
irrigation systems may irrigate
without restrictions.

3
4
5

Golf courses, using NTMWD
water, may water greens and tee
boxes without restrictions.
Locations using other water
sources such as well water,
water reuse, or reclaimed water
for irrigation may irrigate
without restrictions.
Public athletic fields used for
competition may be watered
twice per week.

View the NTMWD Water Plan.
For More Information call the City of Rowlett
Action Center at 972-412-6100.

the water district still cannot
use water from Lake Texoma
due to the presence of
invasive zebra mussels. Lake
Texoma normally provides
28% of NTMWD’s total
raw water supply. A new
pipeline is being constructed
to transport water from Lake
Texoma directly to the Wylie,
Texas water treatment plant,
bypassing Lake Lavon, but
the first phase of that project
will not be completed until
January 2014.

STAGE 3
RESTRICTIONS
INCLUDE:
PROHIBIT OPERATION
OF ALL ORNAMENTAL
FOUNTAINS TO THE
EXTENT THEY USE
TREATED WATER.
PROHIBIT WASHING OR
RINSING OF VEHICLES
BY HOSE EXCEPT WITH
A HOSE END CUTOFF
NOZZLE.
EXISTING SWIMMING
POOLS MAY NOT
BE DRAINED AND
REFILLED (EXCEPT
TO REPLACE NORMAL
WATER LOSS).
PROHIBIT USING WATER
IN SUCH A MANNER AS
TO ALLOW RUNOFF OR
OTHER WASTE.
PROHIBIT
HYDROSEEDING,
HYDROMULCHING, OVERSEEDING, AND
SPRIGGING.

ROWLETT CITY
COUNCIL WELCOMES
TWO NEW MEMBERS

The City of Rowlett elects its Councilmembers
on the uniform election date in May, this year
that was Saturday, May 11.

Place 2

Tammy Dana-Bashian is married with two children and has lived in Rowlett for the past
11 years. She is a CPA who specialized in performing audits and consulting work for
diverse public and private industries, municipalities, and non-profit agencies. After 28
years in the corporate world, Tammy changed directions and now focuses on her family
and community service including:

Tammy Dana–Bashian

Rowlett Downtown Development Task Force – February 2012 to November 2012
Rowlett City Charter Review Commission – November 2012 to March 2013
Rowlett Economic Development Advisory Board – September 2011 to present
Graduate of Leadership Rowlett Class XX
Chair of Land Use Committee for First Rowlett United Methodist Church (FUMC) –
January 2013 to present
Chair of Church Council for FUMC – January 2012 to present
Chair of Staff Parish Relations Committee for FUMC – 2008 to 2011
Treasurer of Boy Scout Troop 1989 – 2009 to present
Treasurer of Garland Hockey – 2012 to present
President of Rowlett High School PTA – 2010 to 2012
Awarded PTA Volunteer of the Year in 2011/2012
Treasurer and V.P. of Budget & Finance for Austin Academy
for Excellence PTA – 2008 to 2012

THANK-YOU TO ALL OF THE ROWLETT CITIZENS WHO EXERCISED THEIR
RIGHT TO VOTE AND MAKE A DIFFERENCE AT THE LOCAL LEVEL!

Place 4
Debby Bobbitt

Debby Bobbitt is married with three
children and six grandchildren and has
lived in Rowlett for 17 years. Retired
from the telecommunications industry,
Debby has served on many committees and
boards for the City of Rowlett since 2000,
including:
Environmental Services Board
Parks and Recreation Board
Bond Election Committee
DART Design Team for the Downtown
Rowlett DART Rail Station
She has also served with several Nonprofits and through membership in many
clubs in Rowlett.

ALL THREE NEW AND RETURNING
COUNCILMEMBERS, ALONG WITH THE
MAYOR, WILL BE SWORN IN TO OFFICE AT
THE JUNE 4, 2013 CITY COUNCIL MEETING.

CONGRATULATIONS
ARE ALSO IN
ORDER FOR
COUNCILMEMBER
MICHAEL GALLOPS,
WHO WAS
RE-ELECTED TO HIS
PLACE 6 SEAT
AND TO
MAYOR TODD
GOTTEL,
WHO RAN
UNOPPOSED.
ALL FOUR ROWLETT
CITY CHARTER
AMENDMENTS
PASSED.

30 Days of Fun in the Sun in Rowlett!
Looking for some fun summertime
activities for the whole family? There is
no need to ever leave your hometown!
With today’s fast-paced, busy lives,
time is a valuable commodity and

leisure time is just plain gold. With that
in mind, we’ve put together 30 spurof-the-moment opportunities for new
adventures exploring all that Rowlett
parks have to offer!

Walk the Rowlett Nature
Trail on Miller Road

Explore the lake by kayak
at Paddle Point Park

Fly kites at
Springfield Park
Go for a bike ride
through Pecan Grove
Park

Go fishing at Lakeside
Park

Play a round
of golf at
Waterview Golf
Club

Have a family basketball
game at Herfurth Park

Have a family
dinner grilling out at
Community Park

Play sand volleyball
at Lakeside Park
Family night bike
ride at Katy Park!

Grab the dog
for a walk
around the lake
at Springfield
Park
Grab a takeout dinner
and relax at Pecan
Grove Park
continued on page 6

30 Days of Fun in the Sun in Rowlett
(CONT. FROM PAGE 5)

Join a
pickup
basketball
game at
Katy Park

Take a walk on the trail at
Pecan Grove Park

Go off-road biking on the
Nature Trail

Take the kids fishing at
Community Park

Spend Father’s Day
at the Wet Zone
Waterpark:
Dads get in free!
Family night bike ride at
Springfield Park!

Play Frisbee-golf at
Springfield Park

Go fly a kite at
Community Park
Have a lunch-time
barbecue at Herfurth Park

Grill dinner under the
stars at Katy Park

Pack a picnic for dinner
in Lakeside Park

Shoot some hoops at
Community Park
continued on page 7

For park locations or more information visit www.rowlett.com!

30 Days of Fun in the Sun in Rowlett
(CONT. FROM PAGE 6)

Practice your golf swing
at Pecan Grove Park

Join a volleyball game at
Community Park

Have a romantic takeout
dinner and watch the sun
set at Lakeside Park

Hike the Rowlett Creek
Nature Trail at
Springfield Park

Tennis anyone? Play a
game at Herfurth Park

Let the kids have some
fun on the playground at
Kenwood Park

SENIORS: MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Seniors Choctaw
Casino Trip

Father’s Day Breakfast
for Seniors

Thursday, June 6
8:00 A.M. – 4:00 P.M
Rowlett Community Centre

Friday, June 14
8:30 A.M.
Rowlett Community Centre
$3

Enjoy the ride with friends and receive
vouchers for game play. The bus will depart
from the Rowlett Community Centre and
travel to Durant, Oklahoma for a day of fun.

Fathers, grandfathers, brothers and sons
gather to celebrate each other and loved ones!

AARP Safe Driver Class
Saturday, July 20
8:30 A.M. – 12:30 P.M.
$12/AARP members, $14/non-members
The AARP Driver Safety Program is the
nation’s first and largest refresher course for
drivers age 50 and older, designed to help tune
up driving skills and update knowledge of the
rules of the road. Reduce traffic violations,
crashes and chances for injuries. Drive more
safely!

For more information or to register for any of these activities, call 972-412-6170.

FIREWORKS ON MAIN!
Thursday, July 4
5:00 – 10:00 P.M.
Main Street

Mary Wilson of the Supremes
in Concert!
Mary Wilson of the Supremes is the headline
entertainment for this annual event! At their
peak in the mid-1960s, the Supremes rivaled
the Beatles in worldwide popularity and their
family-friendly music crosses the boundaries
of cultures, genders and generations. Fans of
Wilson can hear her smoky voice in the latest
Supremes collection, Diana Ross & The Supremes:
The No.1’s, re-mastered original recordings of
their chart-topping hits. This year also marks
the 50th anniversary of the Supremes and will
be a focal point of the show. Radio One-Dallas
(Old School 94.5 FM) will broadcast live from
downtown Rowlett as well!
This popular community event also features lots
of free children’s games and activities, a variety
of favorite festival foods, shopping opportunities
from local vendors and Rowlett’s largest fireworks
extravaganza!
NEW THIS YEAR - Farmer’s Market!
Local farmers have been invited to sell their fresh
produce during the celebration at a Farmer’s Market
inside the City’s original Fire Station on Main Street
next to the Library.

Park and Ride for Free!
Free parking with free shuttle service
is available at the Rowlett Community
Centre, Rowlett High School, Herfurth
Park, First Baptist and First United
Methodist Churches.
Free parking is also available at the DART
Station.

For more information visit
www.rowlett.com/fireworks

Economic Development
Farmers Markets Add Value to a Community

Diana Diaz, Economic Development Specialist, shares information
on the growing trend of communities hosting monthly Farmers
Markets.
Farmers markets have continued to rise in
popularity, mostly due to the growing consumer
interest in obtaining fresh, locally grown produce
directly from the farm, typically at lower prices
than seen at supermarkets. They also foster a sense
of community, allowing the farmers to develop a
personal relationship with customers and cultivate
consumer loyalty to the farmers who grow the
produce.
In recent decades, famers markets have again
assumed their historic role as important social and
economic institutions in many of our communities.
Farmers markets are important for many reasons.
Foremost, they are critical component in rebuilding
local food economies. By providing a cost-effective,
retail sales opportunity for local food producers,
farmers markets help make farming profitable. This
not only preserves farmland but boosts the local
economy. They also provide an important social
event in the life of a community. It is a meeting

place that encourages friendly interactions, creating
an urban environment where residents look forward
to seeing friends and neighbors while obtaining
high quality produce to put on the table.
Farmers markets are cost-effective for farmers
because they provide brief periods of intense retail
sales with low, fixed costs. Unlike grocery stores,
farmers markets ask their customers to come at the
same time - for brief periods of time – once or twice
a month.
A farmers market will be offered during the
Fireworks on Main 4th of July celebration in the
City’s original fire station (next to the Library).

Stop in and enjoy some local produce!

Farmers Markets
Farmers markets are

Downtown
Rowlett
Vision

cost-effective for farmers

To reflect the City’s vision in a fully-integrated and walkable
environment that favors the pedestrian over the vehicle with capital
improvements strategically located to leverage public investment.

DOWNTOWN ROWLETT
DART Light Rail has allowed our community to make stronger
connections with the rest of the metroplex and made it easier for
visitors to access Downtown Rowlett.
As part of the Realize Rowlett 2020 Downtown Plan, City
leaders have planned for improvements in and around downtown
that would solidify its position as a region-serving destination.
Some of the Main Street improvements will be funded through
a $2.5 million sustainability grant from the North Central
Texas Council of Governments. These include streetscape
improvements along Martin Drive and portions of Coyle Street,
Industrial Street and Main Street, wayfinding signage to assist
visitors in finding downtown and a new pedestrian plaza along
Main Street.

because they provide brief
periods of intense retail
sales with low, fixed costs.
Unlike grocery stores,
farmers markets ask their
customers to come at
the same time - for brief
periods of time – once or
twice a month.
Farmers can be full-time
farmers and part-time
retailers.
By having customers
come at the same time,
farmers markets have
the potential

By supporting local farmers, interacting with other
community residents and inviting new visitors, Downtown
Rowlett will become a place where people can meet, shop,
connect and live.

to become
important social
and civic events
for their communities.

Monthly Financial Update
The City of Rowlett’s monthly financial report is provided
as one element in the City’s effort to ensure financial
transparency for its citizens and policy makers.

The Finance Department prepares the report
The report provided to Council in May
and presents it to the City Council at a
includes financial information through
regular City Council meeting each month.
March. Since this is the half-way point
While the presentation made
in the City’s fiscal year
“The net surplus from
at the Council meeting
it is important to review
usually provides a high level
our financial performance
operations is $6.6 million. in comparison to our
overview, the report itself
is very detailed, providing
This is $1.8 million better benchmarks. As we get
information on each of the
closer to the end of the year,
City’s funds, key local,
and as we move into the
than expected at this
state and national economic
City’s budget season, staff
indicators, and “dashboard”
and the City Council will be
point in the year.”
information about the City’s
reviewing revenue trends
primary operating funds,
Alan Guard and watching expenditures
major revenue sources and
Director of Financial Services closely.
overall fund performance.
On the revenue side of
This report is prepared in
the equation, overall, the
a way as to provide financially relevant
City has earned or received $49.3 million
information that is easy to read and
for all funds in FY 2013. This amount is
understand. Staff uses a forecasting model
62% of the approved operating budget of
based on historical data in order to provide
$79.6 million and is 2.2% higher than the
a framework for comparing projected
forecast projected through the month of
performance to actual performance.
March.

SPOTLIGHT ON:

Expenditures have totaled $42.7 million
for FY 2013. This amount is 53.7% of the
approved operating budget of $79.6 million
and is 1.9% lower than forecast through the
first half of the fiscal year. Based on these
figures the net surplus from operations is
$6.6 million. This is $1.8 million better than
expected at this point in the year. The positive
trends we have seen so far this fiscal year
continue in March.
View the March Financial Report.

Economic Indicators
National Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
Measuring the output of goods and services produced in the US.

Economic Indicators
are statistics about
the state of the
economy.

Increased at a rate of 0.4% in the fourth quarter of last year, following
an increase of 3.1% in the third quarter.

Retail Sales
Texas retail sales totaled $37.9 billion in January of 2013, an
increase of $1.6 billion or 4.4% over January of 2012.

Unemployment Rate
National
Decreased slightly in March to 7.6% from
7.7% in February.

Texas
Unchanged at 6.4%.

Rowlett
The state provides an estimate for Rowlett
of 5.8% for March, down from 6.2% in
February.

This information is
gathered from a variety
of sources and is used
as context for preparing
revenue and expenditure
estimates when the City
prepares its annual
budget.

ROWLETT FIRE RESCUE

CONGRATULATIONS TO ROWLETT
EXPLORER POST ONE!
TEAM TAKES SECOND PLACE OVERALL AT
THE 2013 CIRCLE 10 COUNCIL EXPLORER
FIRE GAMES

Rowlett Competed
against 18 Teams at
the Explorer Fire
Games
1ST PLACE

Exploring is a youth program chartered through the Boy Scouts
of America’s Learning for Life organization. The goal is to allow
emergency service career education for young men and women
between the ages of 14 and 20 years of age. Exploring provides real life
experience to help young people mature and to prepare them to become
responsible and caring adults. Post One was established in 2007 as a
Rowlett Citizens Corps Council program and has grown steadily since
with 880 on duty and training hours from October, 2012 to April, 2013!

SPINAL IMMOBILIZATION

1ST PLACE
LADDER RAISE

BOTH 2ND AND 3RD
PLACE
MAKE AND BREAK

Explorer Post One trained for months with Rowlett Fire Rescue
personnel, namely the crew at Station 3 C-shift, in events that mirror
the Fire and EMS Service in preparation for the games and are very
grateful to them for their support. The team learned Bunker Gear relay,
CPR, C-Spine immobilization, Search and Rescue, Ladder Raise,
Make Break- Hose Deployment and Physical Agility among other
skills.

3RD ROUND
HOSE-OFF

HONORABLE
MENTION
CPR

“If you happen to see any of the Fire Explorers out and about please
congratulate them on THEIR success. I could not be any more proud
of their performance and the way they prepared for this challenge.”
Firefighter Troy Ottinger, Station 3-C shift

SAFE SITTER CLASS

2ND PLACE FINISH
OVERALL!

Saturday, June 15 - Register Now!
Fire Station One
Ages 11-16
$60

When people hear “babysitting training”, what
generally comes to mind? Many immediately think
diaper changing, bottle feeding and keeping kids
entertained. Yes, caring for infants and children
does involve all of these important tasks. However,
this well-rounded youth development program
with a medical basis focuses on so much more. It
presents serious life skills in a fun way!
Safe Sitters are not just highly-qualified babysitters.
They’re young business owners with practical
life and safety skills-many already with an eye
toward future endeavors! In addition to being
knowledgeable about safe childcare (including first
aid, choking child rescue and CPR) Safe Sitters gain
confidence in themselves.

SAFE SITTERS...

1
2
3

...learn beginning business skills such as how to
market themselves as qualified babysitters, how
to assess job requirements and decide whether
or not to take a job, how to negotiate an hourly
rate, and how to deliver a proper handshake.
...are encouraged to be active participants in
making a difference in their communities.
...feel comfortable staying home alone (and
perhaps taking care of their younger siblings
while parents are away) because they’ve
learned about personal safety and what to do in
an emergency.

For more information or to register please contact Gloria Adams at 972-412-6230.

Why Participate in the Summer Reading
Program – Dig into Reading?

The Rowlett Public Library Summer
Reading Program is not only FUN and
offers great prizes, it will boost a child’s
comprehension levels and help them
become a more successful student in the
ensuing year.

rates, better preparation for college, and
positive effects on children’s self-esteem,
confidence, and motivation.
So...Why enroll in the 2013 Summer Reading
Program – Dig into Reading?

•

The number of books read during

Library Summer Reading Program
2013 Theme: Dig into Reading!
The Rowlett Library’s high-quality
summer programs keep students
engaged in learning, teach them new
skills, allow them to develop
previously unseen talents and foster
creativity and innovation!

“

The research is clear that
children who don’t read
during the summer can lose
up to three months of
reading progress, and that loss
has a cumulative,
long-term effect.

”

Kathy Freiheit,
Director of Library Services

Studies show that many children involved
in a summer reading program gain
significant vocabulary, socializing, and
even self-disciplined learning skills
during this time. Children are more apt
to learn during the summer months when
the pressure of full-time school and other
events is no longer apparent.

•

•

•
Testing shows that kids who read for
pleasure in the summer do better and forget
less when they go back to school. And
not just in reading. Kids who don’t read
over the summer can slide backward in all
subject areas. This can mean a big loss in
their literacy growth compared to those
who do continue learning all year long.
Early and sustained summer learning
opportunities lead to higher graduation

•

the summer is consistently related to
academic gains.
Use of the public library is more
predictive of vocabulary gains than
attending summer school.
Reading is the single summer activity
most strongly and consistently related
to summer learning.
Children in every income group
who read six or more books over
the summer gained more in reading
achievement than children who did
not.
More than any public institution, the
library contributes to the intellectual
growth of children during the summer.

Dig into Reading!
Kick-off Party
Monday, June 10
10:00 – Noon
Rowlett Library
Come and enjoy carnival games and treats, bounce
houses and a Dump Truck slide! Climb on, touch
and explore the big diggers and equipment used
by the Rowlett Public Works Department. Rock
out with Radio Disney!! Sign up for the Summer
Reading Program and see what fun and exciting
events the Library has planned for readers this year.
Library staff will be on hand to recommend great
books for readers of all ages.

Details
Dig into Rea
•

ding!

Program run
s June
10-July 30
• Books, e
books or
audiobooks
qualify
• Read 3-5
books per
week
• Prizes aw
arded week

ly

Prizes Include Free Food Certificates
McDonald’s
Raising Cane’s
Cici’s Pizza
Burger King
Chick-fil-A
McAlister’s Deli
Whataburger
Fuzzy’s Taco Shop
Sonic
Chili’s
Applebee’s
Prizes Include Free Tickets
Wet Zone: Rowlett’s Family Waterpark
Perot Museum of Nature and Science
Bowl-a-Rama
Texas Skatium
Texas Rangers!!!

Summer Reading Program - Dig into Reading!
June 10 - July 30

Dig into Reading!
Summer Reading Program for Children
Ages 9 and under
Read 3-5 hours per week

DAVID SLICK
Tuesday, June 11
2:00 P.M.
Rowlett Community Centre

Fire-breathing, juggling magician and
record-breaking performer, David Slick,
will delight and entertain the young and
the old with his jaw-dropping routine.
Whether he is thrilling the audience by
juggling flaming torches on a unicycle
or making objects magically vanish from
an audience-member’s hand, he leaves
onlookers in awe and wanting more. David
loves to entertain children and adults at
the same time by combining world-class
skills and original comedy routines such as
pulling 50 feet of paper from his mouth or
juggling knives on a tall unicycle! Come on
down and see him in action!
DAVID CHICKEN
Tuesday, June 18
2:00 P.M.
Rowlett Community Centre

The Emmy Award-winning family
entertainer performs with his faithful
companion, singing chicken Super Chachi
and his mother, Mama Chicken. David
uses music to bring smiles and laughter

Encourage a lifetime of learning and
enjoyment in young readers! Kids
are awarded fun and yummy prizes
just for reading and in the process
learn about setting and achieving

goals. Free activities include live
entertainers every Tuesday at the
Rowlett Community Centre and
movies at the Library on Thursdays.

to kids and parents alike through positive
messages inspiring creativity, exercise and
learning. His internationally performed
shows are filled with catchy tunes and
original characters the whole family
can enjoy. More importantly, David
understands the importance of literacy and
promotes reading and learning with his
song and video “Book a Trip.”

the great state of Texas and well beyond
to take her Texas tales to children
everywhere using interactive shows as a
way to bring puppets and stories together
for a magical effect. The characters in
her performances become the center of
attention while she quickly fades into the
background. Storytelling with puppets
adds an imaginative twist to retelling
stories and can help children develop
language and literacy skills. Learning to
retell stories with puppets helps to build
comprehension skills, develop vocabulary,
practice communication skills and brings
imaginations to life!

MAGICIAN SAM SAWYER
Tuesday, June 25
2:00 P.M.
Rowlett Community Centre

This dynamic, imaginative and familyfriendly show will delight an audience
of all ages. This creative magician
allows children an opportunity to use
their imaginations, a large feature
in a child’s cognitive and social
development.
PUPPETEER SANDY SHROUT
Tuesday, July 2
2:00 P.M.
Rowlett Community Centre

Native Texan and puppeteer, Sandy
Shrout, performs classic tales with
a Texas twist. Sandy has travelled

Dig Beneath the Surface!
Summer Reading Program for Teens
Ages 10-18
Read at least 5 hours per
week

Teens looking for fun, challenging
and crazy activities this summer will
find what they like at the Rowlett
Public Library as they explore
Beneath the Surface!

Parents, incentives help the teens set
reading goals, encourage motivation
to complete them and foster reading
for enjoyment.

DAZZLING DAVE DOES SCIENCE
BENEATH THE SURFACE!

WHAT LIES HIDDEN

encourages participants to discuss the Star
Wars universe that has evolved beyond the
movies: from the Star Wars book series
and comic books to the Star Wars games,
videos, LEGO sets and board games, from
the prequels to the sequels! Teens will play
video and trivia games and make decorated
Ewoks. Be sure and come back to the
Library on Thursday, June 27 to watch the
animated Star Wars: The Clone Wars movie
and on Saturday, June 29 to celebrate even
more Star Wars with games, prizes and
pictures with intergalactic special guests!

Wednesday, June 12
2:00 P.M.

Tweens and Teens will be dazzled by the
science presented and learn that science
involves Digging out the Answers!
Dazzling Dave’s program promotes
Science, Technology, Engineering and
Math, known as the STEM Program.
Enjoy a good fireball? Not afraid of loud
noises? Is combustion a thing of beauty?
Science surrounds us and is part of just
about everything we do. Whether riding a
bicycle, turning on a light or baking a cake,
there is a lot of science involved! Dazzling
Dave helps people see the “every day
science” and the “simple science” involved
in everyday life, fostering curiosity and
stimulating the imagination of both young
and old alike. Science can be boring and
even a little intimidating at times, but
it doesn’t have to be that way! Through
simple, yet entertaining and fast paced
demonstrations mixed with liveliness and
lots of personality, the fundamentals of
science are explored together. Check him
out at www.dazzlingdavescience.com.

Wednesday, June 19
2:00 P.M.

The Dallas Area Paranormal Society
presents an exploration of WHAT LIES
HIDDEN – searching the world for
answers. This program is designed to
inspire teens to research the fields of
paranormal investigations. The library has
many supporting materials, including nonfiction books and lists of groups and web
sites for further study. Teens will also be
encouraged to add their own experiences
to a compilation of Rowlett supernatural
sightings!

Read the Star Wars
Book Series this summer!

STAR WARS FOR TEENS
Wednesday, June 26
2:00 P.M.

Let’s celebrate STAR WARS – the books,
the movies, the games and the comic
books. Star Wars is more than just movies.
The true fan reads the books, the comic
books, plays the games, buys the sheets and
towels and wears the costumes on every
occasion imaginable. Star Wars is a cultural
phenomenon that has endured through time
and across all ages, appealing to everyone
from adults to little children. This program

Old Galactic Republic Era a.k.a.
The Sith Era
Rise of the Empire Era
Rebellion Era
New Republic Era
New Jedi Order Era

Dig into Story Time!
Summer Stories for babies, toddlers and preschoolers
WALKING BABY STORY TIME

PRESCHOOL STORY TIME

STORY TIME AT McDONALD’S

Every Monday @ 10:30 A.M.

Every Friday
10:30 A.M.

Second Tuesday of each Month:
Highway 66 & Rowlett Road location
Fourth Tuesday of each Month:
Highway 66 near Dalrock location
10:30 A.M.

LAPSIT BABY STORY TIME
An interactive story time between baby
and caregiver, which includes board
books, songs, nursery rhymes, baby
sign language, peekaboo, bubbles and
parachute play.
June 3 – no story time
June 17 – Snack Time
June 24 – Time for Bed
July 1 – Watch the Baby

Ages 3 years and older
Continue your child’s introduction to
letters and words through stories, books,
rhymes, music and marching and much
more!
June 7 – no story time
June 14 – I Dig my Dad
June 21 – Dig for Dinosaurs
June 28 – Diggers that Build
July 5 – Animals that Dig

TODDLER STORY TIME

BILINGUAL STORY TIME

Every Wednesday @ 10:30 A.M.

Third Tuesday of each Month
10:30 A.M.

Every Monday @ 11:30 A.M.

Ages 18 months to 3 years
Toddlers will have lots of fun learning
as they are introduced to letters of the
alphabet and new words to build their
vocabulary.
June 5 – no story time
June 12 – Happy Father’s Day
June 19 – Ocean Creatures
June 26 – Happy Fourth of July
July 3 – Give America a Hand

Books and songs in Spanish and English
help young readers to communicate in both
languages.

Books, songs, action rhymes, crafts and
more!

Dig into a Movie!
Summer Reading Program free movie and popcorn!
Every Thursday
2:00 P.M.
Rowlett Library

As part of the Summer Reading
Program, the Library offers families
a way to beat the summer heat

without spending a dime! Enjoy
a great family movie and FREE
popcorn!

HOLES

JOURNEY TO THE CENTER OF THE
EARTH

STAR WARS: THE CLONE WARS

Thursday, June 20

Animated PG adventure that takes place
between Star Wars Episode II: Attack of the
Clones and Star Wars Episode III: Revenge
of the Sith. The Clone Wars are raging
and when Jabba the Hutt’s son is taken by
a group of renegades, Anakin Skywalker
and Obi-Wan Kenobi depart in search of
answers and meet up with the villainous
Count Dooku, General Grievous and Asajj
Ventress instead.

Thursday, June 13

Rated PG, HOLES follows the heroic
journey of young Stanley Yelnats. Dogged
by bad luck stemming from an ancient
family curse, he is sent to Camp Green
Lake, a boy’s detention center that’s not
green and doesn’t have a lake. Once there,
he’s thrown headlong into the adventure of
his life with his colorful campmates.

When an ambitious science professor
develops a decidedly unconventional
hypothesis, the mere mention of his name
is enough to elicit laughter within the
academic community. However, during
their excursion to Iceland, the professor
and his nephew make a major scientific
discovery that sends them miles beneath
the surface of the Earth, where they
discover not only strange new worlds,
but also encounter creatures so alien they
appear to be from another world entirely.
Rated PG.

Thursday, June 27

Groundbreaking Reads!
Summer Reading Program for adults
Ages 18 and up
Read 1 book per week

Don’t let the kids have all the fun this
summer! There’s nothing like a good
book to while away a long summer
day. Read one book every week for a

chance to win a $20 gift card! Every
week you read a book will increase
your chances of winning the grand
prize.

ROWLETT LIBRARY OFFERS TECH ASSISTANCE!
Phil’s Technology Corner

Online Databases
Phil Barott, Technical Services Supervisor with the Rowlett
Public Library, offers a useful technology tip each month.

familiar with the Chilton Repair Manuals:
books for every car that have maintenance
schedules and repair information inside.
Well, Chilton has put all of those books into
a database. Just input vehicle year, make and
model for access to diagnostic information,
step by step repair instructions, wiring
diagrams and maintenance schedules.

The Internet has revolutionized the way we
do many things, mostly by taking a lot of
information and putting it where people can
easily access it. Google and other search engines
have similarly made life easier because if you
want to learn more about something, just Google
it! However, the very thing that has made the
Internet so useful, the immediate availability of
a vast amount of information, has also made it
problematic. It can be difficult to find just what
it is you’re looking for! Furthermore, since the
Internet is largely uncontrolled, it can be hard to
figure out if what you’ve found is actually good
information. Consider the source when looking
for reliable information. The library provides
access to many excellent online databases
with information you can trust to be accurate.
Covering a variety of subjects, all you need to
access them is a library card and your PIN.

A Lifetime of Learning
An excellent resource for people preparing
to broaden their education or further
their career is the Testing and Education
Reference Center. Resources such as
instructional ebooks and practice tests help
prepare students for a variety of exams.
Featured tests include the SAT, ACT, GED,
ASVAB and GRE. There is information on
different universities and scholarships for
students about to start college. For adult
learners there is resume building and basic
computer skills assistance and a virtual
career library with information on a wide
variety of jobs.
We have several other databases available
to help students at all levels of education
through the TexShare program. For younger
kids, Searchasaurus. For middle and high

DIY Car Repair?
One of the most recent databases is the Chilton
Library. Home and professional mechanics are

schoolers, EBSCO Kids Search and the
Student Research Center. For students in high
school and college with a report to write or
who just want to learn more about something,
Academic Search Complete.

Book Lovers
Books and Authors is an excellent database
devoted to books and reading. It has read-alike lists providing readers with suggestions
on new books to read based on books enjoyed.
It also has large lists based off genre, so if you
just wanted a huge list of a particular type of
mystery novels, you’d be all set.
There are many more databases available
including those specializing in news, business,
medical and history, all accessible from both
the library and your home computer. All you
need to access them is your library card and
PIN!
To learn more, visit the library’s website at
www.rowlett.com/library and click on the
Online Resources link on the left hand side.
You can also visit us in person, and we’d be
happy to show you what is available.

Technology Education Series
Free monthly class to educate Rowlett
residents on the various ways technology can
save us time, money and generally make our
lives easier!

Twitter
Rowlett Library
Tue, June 4 @ 6:30 P.M.
Fri, June 21 @ 10:30 A.M.
Learn about this popular microblogging social network
that allows users to share short messages with one
another. It can be a fun way to do things like connect with
friends, keep up with breaking news and trends, or build
your online presence by using it to direct web traffic to
your site. Free for adults.

The library is now offering FREE one on one
sessions to help you get the most from your
computers and personal devices such as cell
phones or tablets.

One on One
Tech Help
Every Friday
Rowlett Library
Flexible times
Two 30 minute sessions are available every Friday for
reservation. Contact Technical Services Supervisor Phil
Barott at 972-412-6161 or via email. Reservations are on
a first come first served basis so call today!

ROWLETT PARKS & RECREATION
Rowlett Once Again Named a
Playful City USA!
Today’s children spend less time playing outside
than any previous generation
217 cities and towns, including Rowlett, earned recognition
from national non-profit KaBOOM! as 2013 Playful City USA
communities for their efforts to increase play opportunities
According to the American Academy of
Pediatrics, play is critical to healthy brain
development. It allows children to use their
creativity while simultaneously developing
imagination, dexterity and physical,
cognitive and emotional strength. Yet today’s
children spend less time playing outside than
any previous generation in part because only
1-in-5 live within walking distance of a park
or playground. The resulting play deficit
is having profound consequences for kids
physically, socially and academically.

Playful City USA communities are making
a commitment to play and physical activity

“

We look forward to taking our
role as a Playful City USA

community to the next level

in the fight against childhood
obesity by offering a parks
system that provides many
opportunities to enhance our

”

citizen’s health and wellness.
Presented by The Humana Foundation,
Playful City USA is a national program
advocating for local policies that increase
play opportunities for children and is a
key platform in combating the play deficit.

Jermel Stevenson,
Director of Parks and Recreation

their community. Cities like Rowlett are key
allies in the fight to combat the play deficit
and serve as outstanding role models for
government and community leaders across
the country.
Along with developing concepts and
programs in an effort to increase play
opportunities for children, KaBOOM! also
selected Rowlett for the creation of the
“While You Wait” program. Rowlett created
a mobile recreation program to decrease
disturbances from children and teens after
school. The program resulted in reducing
these disturbances and engages youth in fun
activities they can look forward to.

by developing unique local action plans to
increase the quantity and quality of play in

Fitness Classes at the
ROWLETT COMMUNITY CENTRE!
With over ten different classes for every fitness level, there is truly something for everyone!

General Fitness

→
→
→
→
→
→
→

Pilates
Spin
Jazzercise
Yogalates
BodyWorks
Zumba
Personal Training by
Paramount Fitness

For Seniors

→
→
→
→

PACE ( People with
Arthritis Can Exercise)
Senior Fitness Fun
Senior Stretch
SAIL (Stay Active In Life)

Call 972-412-6170 or visit www.rowlett.com to register or for more information!

Dive in!

The Wet Zone, Rowlett’s Family Water Park
Get wet and have a great time at the “cool” events all summer long!
AquaFit Boot Camp

Learn to Swim!

June 3 – June 29
July 8 – August 3
6:30 – 7:30 P.M.
$165/session or $300/both sessions
Instructor Tracy Payne, Certified Personal Trainer &
Group Fitness Instructor from Xtreme Fitness brings
boot camp to the Wet Zone! This camp mixes traditional
boot camp drills with fun, high energy exercises done in
the water. Turn your body into a “fat burning” machine!
Highlights include body composition measurements,
nutritional guidance, fat burning workouts and group
support & accountability.

Ensure children are safe when visiting friends and relatives.
Swim lessons are offered all summer long, from June 5
through August 3, for ages 6 months right on up to adults!
With group sessions, semi-private and private lessons
offered, there is a class for everyone.

Flick ‘n Float
Friday, June 14 - Madagascar 3
8:30 – 10:30 P.M.
Enjoy a movie from the comfort of lawn chairs or floats!
Free with your daily admission or $6 after 7:00 P.M.

Junior Lifeguard Training
Angel Swim
First Saturday of the Month
8:30 – 10:30 A.M.
This swim time is specifically set aside for those with special
needs and their families. Play, swim and enjoy the Wet Zone
without all the crowds!

Don’t Fry Day
Friday, June 7
Safety first! Get summer started on the right foot, show us
your bottle of sunscreen and get $1 off admission! Short
presentations from 12-2 p.m. about the importance of
sunscreen, how to apply and fun trivia games for prizes!

Weekly Sessions begin June 17
Don’t sit at home all summer! Work with the Wet Zone
lifeguards and learn what they do as well as valuable
lifesaving skills.

Season Pass Day
Monday, June 24
We appreciate our season pass holders - this is our chance
to show you how much! Bring a friend with to the Wet Zone
and they can enjoy the day on us! Each pass holder can
bring one guest free of charge.

Jungle Jam
Saturday, June 8
1:00 – 4:00 P.M.
School’s out for summer! Kick it off with hula hoop
contests for mom, swim noodle races for the kids and belly
flop competitions for dad! It’s a great time to come meet all
the new staff, check out new programs and try all the tasty
new treats.

Father’s Day at the Wet Zone
Sunday, June 16
Noon – 6:00 P.M.
Give back to Dad and secretly get to have a little
fun, too! Enjoy games, contests and fun activities
for dads and kids all day long. Dads get in free with
one paid child’s admission.

Are You Ready for the Summer?!
Rowlett Parks & Recreation Summer “Camps”
The Parks and Recreation
Department has a “camp” for every
child.

Kids will learn, have fun, stay active
and make new friends!

For more information or to register
call 972-412-6170 or visit
www.rowlett.com!

DYNAMIC CHEER CAMP

environment. Camp includes cheerleading
motions, cheerleading jumps, cheer
and dance routines, tumbling and stunts
conditioning.

This tot camp introduces little ones to
all 26 letters of the alphabet. Through
a variety of songs, stories, flash cards,
coloring, and craft activities, kids become
familiar with both uppercase and lowercase
letters. The instructor developed the idea
to teach alphabet and early reading classes
during her experience as a substitute

June 8 - 15
11:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
Ages 6-16, $56

Cheerleading develops strength, flexibility,
spunk and power. It teaches athletes about
teamwork, commitment, responsibility
and camaraderie. Children will learn the
latest in cheerleading all in a safe and fun

DINOSAUR ABC CAMP
June 10 – 14
9:00 – 11:00 A.M.
Ages 3-5, $35

cont. on page 22

SOAR Day Camp
Monday – Friday
June 10 – August 16
7:30 A.M. – 6:00 P.M.

Drop the kids off at the Rowlett
Community Centre where Parks
and Recreation staff provides

entertaining, educational,
themed-based fun to keep them
up and moving all day long.

Manic Monday

RookieTuesday

Teamwork activities with themes
such as “Survivor”, “Surf’s Up”,
“Amazing Race” and others are
featured. Participants work to
build huts for stuffed animals,
learn cooperation by crossing a hot
chocolate river, thawing a frozen
t-shirt, untangling a human knot
and other team-related activities.

This is a sports program where the
Main focus is FUN! Kids will play
basketball, flag football, soccer,
volleyball, pickleball and other
fun games like Frisbee and golf.
Everyone has a great time while
getting tons of exercise!

water fun! Participants will enjoy
an EXTREME cool down, fun in the
sun at Wet Zone Waterpark and tons
of wild water games!

Tidal Wave Thursday
Water is the name of the game!
Kids cool down from the hot Texas
heat with a day full of wacky wild

Fantastic Fun Friday
Prepare for adventure, challenges,
laughter and teamwork on Fun
Friday. Game shows, nature
exploration, arts and crafts, and
gym games are all entertaining
ingredients for this recreational
recipe for fun!

Are You Ready for the Summer?!
Rowlett Parks & Recreation Summer “Camps” (cont. from page 21)
For more information or to register call 972-412-6170!
ULTIMATE MATH GAMES CAMP

POETIC JUSTICE WRITER’S CAMP

SCIENCE SLEUTH CAMP

Monday – Thursday, June 10-13
Monday – Thursday, June 17-20
Monday – Thursday, June 24-27
Monday – Thursday, July 1-5
9:00 – 11:00 A.M.
Ages 8-11, $45 per session

Monday – Thursday, June 24-27
Ages 8-11, $32

Monday – Friday, July 8-12
Monday – Friday, July 15-19
8:00 – 10:00 A.M. for Ages 5-6
10:00 A.M. – Noon for Ages 7-8

Round and round they go. Where the
math wheel stops, nobody knows.
Students entering grades 3-5 with an
interest in exploring math learn and
apply math skills that will give them a
leg up when school starts. This camp
stimulates kids to explore the world
around them by engaging in problemsolving activities, heightening their
curiosity and ensuring they never look
at the world in the same way.

ART FROM THE HEART CAMP
Monday – Thursday, June 10-13
Monday – Thursday, June 17-20
Monday – Thursday, July 1-5
Noon – 2:00 P.M.
Ages 8-11, $45 per session

Step into a whole new world where
everyone is an artist and “mistakes”
become masterpieces. Allow creativity
to flourish at this camp, which
includes a variety of art mediums and
projects, from painting to mosaics and
everything in between. Kids design
something new, unique, and interesting
every session.

Goosebumps, Harry Potter, Diary of
a Wimpy Kid. These books are good!
Children entering grades 3-5 with an
interest in exploring various writing topics
will have the opportunity to create their
own fictitious character using tools like
story mapping. By the end of the week,
each camper will walk away with their
own story they can share with family and
friends.

YOUNG REMBRANDTS FASHION
RUNWAY CAMP
Monday – Friday, June 24-28
1:00 – 2:30 P.M.
Ages 6-12, $54

This art camp is tailored for the aspiring
fashionista! Five days of runway chic will
illustrate the various aspects of fashion
design. Step into the shoes of a fashion
magazine editor to design and draw an
eye-catching fashion magazine cover.
Finally, students draw a model stepping out
onto the runway in their fashion originals.
Budding designers and those hip to the
latest fashions will find this camp a perfect
fit.

Become a junior CSI agent and participate
in “ whodunit”- themed science activities.
Campers learn how to be crime solvers by
exploring the world of the forensic scientist
while participating in hours of fun-filled
science activities.
MUSIC MANIA CAMP
Monday - Friday, July 15-19
Monday - Friday, July 29-August 2
9:00 – 10:30 A.M.
Ages 6-8, $40

Kids learn basic music interpretation,
performance skills and are introduced
to the basics of playing the piano in this
beginner’s week-long music camp.
LEGO PRE-ENGINEER CAMP
Monday – Friday, August 5-9
9:00 A.M. – Noon, Ages 5-7
1:00 – 4:00 P.M., Ages 8-12
$170

Imaginations run wild with over 100,000
pieces of LEGO! In this fun-filled, creative
camp kids learn building techniques that
help make their ideas a reality under the
guidance of an experienced Play-Well
TEKnologies instructor.

Rowlett Police Department
Warns Drivers - Do Not Leave
Children Unattended in
Vehicles!
As outside temperatures
rise, the dangers for
children being seriously
injured or even dying from
being left alone inside a hot
car also rise.
The Rowlett Police Department has joined with the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) in an effort to reduce these deaths by reminding parents
and caregivers about the dangers of heatstroke in young children.

5

Tips to Prevent
Vehicular
Heatstroke

According to NHTSA, heatstroke is the leading cause of non-crash vehicle fatalities
for children 14 and under. In fact, one child dies from heatstroke nearly every 10 days
from being left in a hot vehicle.

“

More than half of all vehicle-related
heatstroke deaths in children are
caused by a child accidentally being left
in the car, and more than 30 percent
are from a child getting into a hot car
on their own. If you ever see a child left
alone in a vehicle, call 911 right away.
Lt. Leroy Brantley
Rowlett Police Department

“

Warning signs of heatstroke include:
•
red, hot, and moist or dry skin
•
no sweating
•
a strong rapid pulse, or a slow weak pulse
•
nausea
•
confusion or acting strangely
If a child exhibits any of these signs after being in a hot vehicle, cool the child
rapidly, not in an ice bath, but by spraying them with cool water or with a garden
hose. Call 911 immediately. Children’s body temperatures can rise up to five times
faster than that of an adult, and heatstroke can occur in temperatures as low as 57
degrees. On an 80° day, a car can reach deadly levels in just 10 minutes.

1
2
3
4
5

Double check the vehicle
Make a habit of looking in the vehicle - front and back
- before locking the door and walking away.

Never leave an infant or child unattended in
a vehicle
even if the windows are partly open, or the engine
is running and the air conditioning is on; if a child is
missing, check the vehicle first including the trunk
area.

Put something in the backseat
Put your purse, briefcase, or something else you’re
sure to need in the back seat so you will see a child
left in the vehicle.

Place keys out of reach
Always lock vehicle doors and trunks and keep keys
out of children’s reach. If a child is missing, check the
vehicle first, including the trunk.

Childcare phone call
Ask your childcare provider to call you if your child
doesn’t arrive on time.

How and When to Use a Portable Fire
Extinguisher
Fire Marshal Bryan Beckner Offers Some Important Home Safety
Advice. Remember…safety is up to you.
A portable fire extinguisher can save lives and
property by putting out a small fire or containing
it until the fire department arrives.
Most fires start small. If the fire is contained to
a single object, such as a trash can, you may try
using a fire extinguisher to put out the flames.
Remember, you only have seconds because a fire
burning for just one minute triples in size.
Consider using a fire extinguisher only after all
members of household have been alerted and the
fire department has been called and you have
ensured the fire is not between you and your only
escape route.

There are several different types of Fire
Extinguishers:

→
→
→
→

Class A – for use on ordinary combustibles
such as paper, wood, cloth, plastics, etc.
Class B – for use on flammable liquids like
oil, gasoline, etc.
Class C – for use on electrical equipment
such as power tools and appliances.
Class D - for use on combustible metals,
this type is generally found in factories.

Fire Extinguisher Purchase
Only purchase a fire extinguisher that is tested by
an independent laboratory and is labeled A-B-C.
This indicates it can be used on most home fires.
Keep one easily accessible in the kitchen and
garage.

How to Operate a Fire
Extinguisher
Know how to operate the
fire extinguisher. You may

Get
Prepared!

Have a family emergency escape plan in place. This
plan can be crucial to everyone’s safety. The more prepared a
family is, the more quickly and calmly they will
react in case of an emergency.

not have time to read the
instructions during an
emergency.

Remember: P.A.S.S.

WHEN NOT TO FIGHT A
FIRE
If any of these conditions exist, leave immediately
and wait for the fire department.

Pull the pin.
Aim low, pointing the
extinguisher nozzle at the
base of the flame.

If the fire could block the only exit.
If the fire is spreading to quickly.

Squeeze the handle. This

If the fire is too large.

releases the extinguishing

If you house is filled with smoke.

agent.

If you are unsure how to use your fire extinguisher.
If your instincts simply tell you not to.

Sweep from side to side at
the base of the fire until it
appears to be out. Watch the
fire area in case
the fire breaks

For more information contact Fire Marshal Bryan Beckner at
972-463-3940 or via email.

out again, and
repeat use of the
extinguisher if necessary.

Construction Corner
Monthly Public Works Update

Larry Street Reconstruction
is part of the downtown
revitalization efforts. Funding
to construct concrete streets,
sidewalks and add storm
sewers has been provided by a
Community Development Block
Grant (CDGB) program through
the Federal Government.
Included in the CDBG projects are Dennis Street,
Oliver Street, Christine Street, Delia Street, Larry
Street and Commerce Street. The final project
in the series is Larry Street from Rowlett Road
east to the end of the current roadway, and the
remaining portion of Commerce Street from Delia
Street to Larry Street.
The Larry Street/Commerce Street project will

Subgrade preparation for paving construction which began in May
consist of replacing the aging water lines
with new PVC water pipe, replacing
the existing sanitary sewer line, adding
underground storm sewer piping with
inlets, replacing the asphalt streets with
concrete paving with curb and gutter, and
adding 5 foot sidewalks on both sides of
the street.

The utility crew has installed all
underground utilities and storm
inlet structures. The paving crew is
currently working on construction of the
roadway..

South end is now open!

Stone-finish retaining wall

Merritt/Liberty Grove Road
Interconnector
Merritt Road is a CIP being built
as an interconnector for the
PGBT. It will be the northern
gateway into the City and serve
the future development of the
City’s North Shore District.
The original contract amount
for the project is $12.7 million
with 80% of the roadway funding
being provided from the Regional
Tollway Revenue Fund.
The completed roadway will be configured
as 4-lane divided pavement with the median
landscaping functioning as an environmentally
friendly storm water conveyance. Currently, the
construction of a 36” transmission water line (at
Merritt Road and Castle) has been completed and
is in service. The new 16” distribution water line
(along Merritt Road, north of E. Hickox) has also
been completed and is in service. The proposed
sanitary sewer line is over 80% complete from
the south end of the project north to Castle Road.

This line will provide City sewer service
to the residents south of Castle to the
PGBT. Both of these integral upgrades
to the city’s infrastructure will provide
the capabilities to provide “more” than
adequate service for the anticipated
growth that will come with the PGBT.
The south end of the project has been
opened by PGBT. Motorists will now
travel this route as part of the new Merritt
Road re-configuration. Look for more
traffic changes in upcoming weeks as

the project progresses. To expedite the
construction of the Castle/Merritt Road
intersection, the westbound axis to Castle
Drive remains closed.

The overall project is currently 60%
complete and ahead of schedule.

Here’s Where Your Money Goes!
Monthly update on how the City is utilizing the additional $2 million annual funding for
Capital Maintenance gained from the October, 2012, water rate increase.

Sewer Line Cleanout Installation

Water Service Line Replacement

Dead End Main Lines

In order to assist Utility crews in diagnosing
and relieving clogged sewer lateral lines, we
are installing cleanouts at the property lines
of residences in Rowlett. Most residents
in Rowlett currently have a sewer cleanout
close to their house, allowing access for
cleaning and inspection. The installation
of a property line cleanout provides an
additional point of access for City staff to
utilize in the event of a sewer backup and
keeps us out of your flower beds.

In the past, it was an accepted practice to
use copper service lines to provide water to
homes in Rowlett. As we have discovered
over time, the copper becomes brittle and its
integrity suffers as the soil it is in expands
and contracts. Utility crews have begun to
replace the aged copper service lines with
new, more durable poly pipe. This pipe is
flexible and less affected by the surrounding
soil.

The City of Rowlett strives to supply
quality drinking water to our community.
To accomplish this, we continually sample
and flush dead end main lines. There are
currently sixty sample points in our system
that are sampled monthly. Samples are
collected and taken to the lab at the North
Texas Municipal Water District for analysis.

The cleanouts will be installed on an
as-needed basis as sewer stoppages are
addressed. When crews are dispatched to
such situations, they will dig-up and expose
the sewer lateral as close to the sidewalk
as possible. The existing pipe will be cut,
and the components for the cleanout will
be installed. Upon verification that the
cleanout is installed correctly and there are
no leaks, the excavation will be backfilled
and compacted and new sod and/or concrete
will be put in place. The vertical pipe of
the cleanout will then be cut flush with the
ground and a cap placed on it to keep out
debris.

As crews are made aware of leaks in copper
service lines, they will remove the copper
pipe and install the poly pipe in its place.

In order to provide clean water to the
community, crews flush dead end main
lines on a daily basis. We are only required
by the State of Texas to flush these dead
ends monthly. There are 139 dead end
flush points in the distribution system. We
are also working on an initiative to reduce
the amount of dead ends in the system by
“looping” them together. This means that we
will connect dead ends together, wherever
possible, to incorporate them into the system
as a whole. This will reduce the amount
of time spent flushing and eliminate costly
water loss.

Code Enforcement tip of the month
A Place for Everything and Everything in it’s Place!

Outside Storage Requirements
“There shall be no permanent or temporary keeping of materials, goods, or products. Materials,
goods, or products could be building materials, lawn
equipment, bricks, pallets, lumber, indoor furniture,
For more info please
etc...”

Be sure not to leave items stored in public
view visible from the street or alley.

call
Rowlett Code Enforcement
at 972-412-6283 or visit
Rowlett.com

this month’s success story
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat.
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper. Et iusto odio
dignissim qui erat plurius blandit praesent dolor luptatum zzril delenit augue duis
dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit,
sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation
ullamcorper te suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex
ea commodo consequat. Lorem ipsum
dolo sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit.

City Calendar

June
1

2

3

4
Twitter Class
6:30pm @ Library
City Council
Meeting
7:30 pm

5

6
Senior’s
Choctaw Trip
@ RCC

7
One on One
Tech Help
@ Library
Don’t Fry Day
@ Wet Zone

8
Jungle Jam @ Wet
Zone

9

10
Summer Reading
Program Kickoff
Party
2-4 pm @ Library

11
David Slick
2-4 pm @ RCC

12
Dazzling Dave
does Science
2-4 pm @ Library

13
Free Movie &
Popcorn
2pm @ Library

14
One on One
Tech Help
@ Library
Father’s Day
Breakfast for
Seniors
8:30am @ RCC

15
Safe Sitter Class
Fire Station One

17

18
David Chicken
2-4 pm @ RCC

19
What Lies Beneath
2-4 pm @ Library

20
Free Movie &
Popcorn
2pm @ Library

21
Twitter Class
10:30am @
Library
One on One
Tech Help
@ Library

22

26
Star Wars for
Teens 2-4 pm @
Library

27
28
Free Movie &
Popcorn
2pm @ Library

16
Father’s Day
@ Wet Zone

Planning & Zoning Meeting
7:30 pm

City Council
Meeting
7:30 pm
23
____________
30

(972) 412-6100

24
Season Pass Day @
Wet Zone

25
Magician Sam
Sawyers
2-4 pm @ RCC
Planning & Zoning Meeting
7:30 pm

City of Rowlett
4000 Main Street
Rowlett, TX 75088

29
Celebrate Star
Wars!
2pm @ Library

www.rowlett.com

