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On the Move
Summer is Mosquito Season

Use the Four D’s to Protect
Against West Nile Virus
Continue mosquito preventative
measures to avoid West Nile!
In 2012, a significant part of North Texas experienced the largest outbreak
of West Nile to date. In Rowlett alone, there were ten confirmed human
cases of West Nile disease and one fatality. While no mosquitoes testing
positive have been found in Rowlett yet, positive test results have been
returned in many North Texas communities this summer. The great job
Rowlett residents have done so far eliminating and reducing mosquito
breeding areas in and around
their homes is evidenced here keep up the good work!
The City contracts with Dallas
County for mosquito testing,
abatement and spraying.

This contract covers ALL of
Rowlett, including the portion
that is located in Rockwall
County. After studying the
2012 human cases, the County
found it very difficult to determine just where the victims came in
contact with the infected mosquitoes. Therefore, instead of waiting for
a human to test positive for the virus, they will now perform ground
spraying of the entire zone when a mosquito testing positive is located.
The City will notify residents of the affected area through Blackboard
Connect messages and information on the City’s website,
www.rowlett.com.
continued on page 2
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Playground Inspection Reveals
Numerous Hazards

KIDS KINGDOM PLAYGROUND
REMOVED
The Safety of Rowlett’s Children is the City’s
Priority!
In late May, all of the City’s playgrounds went through the
national playground inspection process, which was conducted
by an independent inspector. Four playgrounds did not pass
inspection: Kids Kingdom, Herfurth Park, Shorewood Park
and play equipment at Community Park. Due to significant
violations, these playgrounds posed an immediate safety risk
and the City had a responsibility to protect the children utilizing
these facilities by either repairing the equipment or removing
the hazard. Given the cost of the repairs required to make
Kids Kingdom safe for the community, which would include
removing the structure, replacing the soil and rebuilding the
structure utilizing current safety standards, the decision was
made to dismantle this structure.
Playground equipment at Herfurth Park and Shorewood Park
was also removed. The playground at Community Park has been
rehabilitated and repaired to bring it up to the stringent national
safety standards.
continued on page 3

MOSQUITO SEASON IS HERE (CONT. FROM PAGE 1)

Use the Four D’s to Protect Against West Nile Virus
MOSQUITO PROOF. FOLLOW THE FOUR D’S
REMEMBER, THE BEST OFFENSE IS A GOOD
D-FENSE!

1

D RAIN
Inspect property for standing water

→

Regularly inspect and clean roof
gutters (water can pool in debris).

→

Dump water from the collection dishes
placed beneath potted plants.

→
→

Change the water in birdbaths and pet
dishes daily to avoid creating an ideal
mosquito breeding ground.
Upend wheelbarrows, buckets, tires,
cans and other outdoor containers,
they may catch and hold water for
several days.

2
3
4

D RESS
Wear long, loose and lightcolored clothing to avoid
mosquito bites when outside.

D EET
Use insect repellent products with
“DEET” or other EPA approved
repellents and follow product
instructions.

D USK & DAWN
Stay indoors during dusk
and dawn hours—when
mosquitoes are most active.

What if a Mosquito Tests
Positive for WNV?
Dallas County will
perform Mosquito
Ground Spraying

WHAT IS DALLAS COUNTY DOING?
Test
Dallas County Health officials are working
with the City of Rowlett to minimize the
risk of residents of contracting mosquito
borne diseases. Dallas County uses an

Integrated Mosquito Management (IMM)
program to abate mosquito populations.
IMM uses various techniques that include
the following tools:

In Rowlett, mosquito testing occurs
on Wednesdays.

Results
The City will be notified of results

Surveillance – The collection of mosquitoes to determine the location, species, quantity

by 10:00 A.M. on Friday.

and virus potential.

Source Reduction – Remove water sources that support mosquito breeding habitats.

Notify
If positive mosquitoes are present,

Larvicide – The use of EPA approved products to kill

the City will notify residents of the

mosquito larvae in standing water or stocking water with
mosquitofish.

affected area through Blackboard

Adulticide – The spraying of EPA approved products
from trucks and planes to reduce mosquito populations.
The pesticides that can be used for mosquito control have
been judged by the EPA not to pose an unreasonable risk to
human health.

Connect messages and
information on the City’s website,
www.rowlett.com.

Spray
Ground spraying of
the zone will occur at

Ensure YOU receive ground spraying notifications,
sign up for Blackboard Connect today!

dusk the same evening (weather
permitting).

Kids Kingdom removed over safety concerns cont. from page 1

Kids Kingdom Fence Pickets

New Playground Plans
Great news going forward: the City
Council recognizes the history and
significance of Kids Kingdom to the
Rowlett community and has pledged
$100,000 toward its replacement. A
community effort to raise the funds
necessary to replace the playground
with a safe and more sustainable
structure will soon be underway!

The Kids Kingdom playground was built in 1997 through donations from the
community. Donors were honored with fence pickets engraved with their name
or the name of a family member. These pickets have been preserved and are
available for return to the original donors upon request through July 30, 2013.
To make such a request, please fill out the Kids Kingdom Fence Picket Form.
Pickets will be made available the afternoon following receipt of the form from the
City Secretary’s Office in City Hall, located at 4000 Main Street.
Please call 972-412-6100 with questions or for more information.

THE ISSUE AT HAND
CAME DOWN TO ONE
THING: ENSURING
THE SAFETY OF OUR
COMMUNITY’S CHILDREN.
NOTHING IS MORE
IMPORTANT THAN THAT.

KIDS KINGDOM SAFETY
CONCERNS INCLUDED:

Lumber treated with
Chromate Copper Arsenate
(CCA), which contains
arsenic. When the playground
was erected by the community
in 1998, CCA was an approved
building material. CCA is a
water-soluble material that

can be absorbed into the skin
and can cause nervous system
damage from prolonged
exposure.This substance also
may poison the soil treated
playgrounds stand upon. CCA
treated material was banned
by Federal Government in
2003 for use in playground
materials.

Once a Week Landscape Watering Now in Effect
No Watering Between 10:00 A.M. and 6:00 P.M.

Landscape watering is allowed once every
seven days based on the last number of the
physical address.
No landscape watering is allowed between
10:00 A.M. and 6:00 P.M.

Exceptions to this Schedule

1

Foundations, new landscaping,
new plantings (first year) of
shrubs, and trees may be watered
for up to 2 hours on any day by
a hand-held hose, a soaker hose,
or a dedicated zone using a drip/
bubbler irrigation system.

2

Registered and properly
functioning ET/Smart irrigation
systems and drip/bubbler
irrigation systems may irrigate
without restrictions.

3
4
5

Golf courses, using NTMWD
water, may water greens and tee
boxes without restrictions.
Locations using other water
sources such as well water,
water reuse, or reclaimed water
for irrigation may irrigate
without restrictions.
Public athletic fields used for
competition may be watered
twice per week.

View the NTMWD Water Plan.
For More Information call the City of Rowlett
Action Center at 972-412-6100.

Main support posts of the
structure displayed significant
internal rot warranting their
replacement.
Structural fasteners, which did
not appear to be stainless steel,
were approaching failure,
therefore they all must be
replaced.

STAGE 3
RESTRICTIONS
INCLUDE:
PROHIBIT OPERATION
OF ALL ORNAMENTAL
FOUNTAINS TO THE
EXTENT THEY USE
TREATED WATER.
PROHIBIT WASHING OR
RINSING OF VEHICLES
BY HOSE EXCEPT WITH
A HOSE END CUTOFF
NOZZLE.
EXISTING SWIMMING
POOLS MAY NOT
BE DRAINED AND
REFILLED (EXCEPT
TO REPLACE NORMAL
WATER LOSS).
PROHIBIT USING WATER
IN SUCH A MANNER
AS TO ALLOW RUNOFF
OR OTHER
WASTE.
PROHIBIT
HYDROSEEDING,
HYDRO-MULCHING,
OVER-SEEDING, AND
SPRIGGING.

VOLUNTEER AND MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
4th Annual Boards and Commissions Volunteer Fair
7:00 P.M. - Thursday, July 25
Rowlett Community Centre
commissions and the opportunities
The City of Rowlett is a truly
all experience cuts
available to serve on one of them.
blessed community in so many
in the services
There will also be information about
ways. One of those is evidenced
offered without the
by the contributions
help of those
made, day in and day
Volunteering is the ultimate exercise in volunteering for the City. Volunteerism does not have
out, by the hundreds
be a huge time commitment, the City will tailor a
democracy. You vote in elections once a to
of volunteers who
position to meet any potential volunteer’s needs, be it
year, but when you volunteer, you vote an hour a week or 50 hours per month!
so selflessly give of
themselves to better
every day about the kind of community
their hometown.
Keep Rowlett Beautiful and the Rowlett Citizen
you want to live in.
Corps Council (RCCC) will also be on hand to
volunteer opportunities at the Animal
Join us for the Annual Boards and
provide information about their organizations, which create
Shelter, Library, Police Department
Commissions Volunteer Fair to learn
opportunities for preserving the environment and serving in
and more. These departments would
about the various City boards and
the public safety realm, respectively.

We’d like to take this opportunity to share some stories about Rowlett volunteers and
say a huge Thank You to all of the citizens who volunteer in the City of Rowlett!

Karen Franklin
Human Resources

Karen began volunteering for the Human Resources Department in 2011 and she
has become an invaluable member of our team. We love the passion, ownership and
determination she displays while working with us. That and she’s just plain fun to be
around!
Since day one, Karen has done a great job of asking the right questions to fully understand
what we do so that she can address any situation that arises. From walking an applicant
through the entire application submittal process to researching questions from callers,
Karen’s support allows us to deliver exceptional service as we continue to operate with
limited staff and resources.
Giving herself the title of Human Resources Generalist as opposed to Human Resources
Volunteer, Karen has become a champion for the Human Resources Department and has
absolutely taken ownership of her role with the City! She always ‘makes up’ the time
whenever she volunteers less than her normal four to five hours a week, although her HR
coworkers assure her that this is not required. It is evident that Karen views her position
with the City very seriously and is dedicated to assisting in any capacity, whether it is
managing the City’s annual employee tenure recognition program or tracking employee
participation in mandatory training and educational seminars.

The heart of a volunteer is not
measured in size, but by the depth
of the commitment to make a
difference in the lives of others.
-- DeAnn Hollis

Karen is a wonderful advocate for the Human Resources Department and for the City of
Rowlett, dedicated to serving her community with a willing spirit and doing whatever it
takes for us to be successful. Her determination and dedication goes above and beyond what
is expected of a volunteer and we just can’t live without her!

Laurie Chalmers
City of Rowlett Human Resources Department
cont. on page 5

cont. from page 4

Thank You to all of the citizens who volunteer in the City of Rowlett!

Jeanine Langford
Animal Shelter

Jeanine is an extremely dedicated animal
lover who has been volunteering at the
Rowlett Animal Shelter for well over six
years. She first came to the shelter in the
hopes of adopting a dog for her father.
She saw the need for citizens to volunteer
and has been helping out ever since!

and temperaments, which makes her an
invaluable asset in matching owners with
their new best friends. Although allergic
to cats, Jeanine will still jump right in
and help people find the perfect kitty as
well!

Jeanine is such a dedicated volunteer,
Jeanine comes to the shelter almost
every day and works with the animals.
She has a huge heart for the dogs that are
not very socialized or have been abused.
She will spend hours on end, sometimes
several weeks, sitting with them and
patiently earning their confidence until
they are socialized enough to be adopted
out.

When we hold a Pet Adopt-a-thon,

I am only one, but still I am one. I
cannot do everything, but still I can
do something, and because I cannot
do everything I will not refuse to do
something that I can do.
-- Edmund Everett Hale

Driven not only by her passion for the

Jeanine is on hand to assist potential
“forever families” in any way she can.
Since she spends so much time with the
dogs, she knows just about everything
there is to know about their personalities

has a great time.
Library, but love for her City as well,
Anyone who knows Brenda knows that
Brenda is a treasured Library volunteer. In
the Library is her “Happy Place.” During
the past two years, she has exceeded any
a time that she wasn’t able to volunteer as
expectations one might have for someone
frequently as she wanted to, Brenda called,
who shares the gift of their time. Brenda
concerned about not being able to “return
had a tremendous impact during a period of
to work.” She worried
transition when she
Always positive and upbeat, she was no longer needed.
took on the role of
Brenda refers to the Library Au contraire! Brenda will
“Volunteer Volunteer
always be needed at her
Coordinator.” During
as her “Happy Place!”
“Happy Place”! As an
this time, she not
advocate for the Library in the community
only assisted employees in preparing for
she loves, Brenda is a treasured resource.
and cleaning up after programs, but also
She comes to “work,” happy and smiling,
continued to “grow” the Library volunteer
kind-hearted, positive and always goes
base and helped keep us organized!
above and beyond what is expected. She is
constantly on the lookout for additional ways
Brenda currently volunteers at least once a
that she can help us.
week and has taken ownership of the craft
projects, which allows us to add the creative
Brenda is a giving person who truly cares
and artistic elements to our programs.
about the Library and what we do and her
Brenda also assists with major program
co-workers at the Library hope she never
events throughout the year. Many holidayleaves her Happy Place!
themed Library programs draw over 200
attendees. Without the generous help of
Kathy Freiheit
volunteers like Brenda, we would not be able
to manage the crowds and ensure everyone
Director of Library Services

the staff here at the shelter are positive
that, if given permission, Jeanine would
stand out on the medians with dogs and
cats to get them all adopted! Instead,
Jeanine networks tirelessly online to find
rescues for unadoptable shelter animals
and she also fosters many of our sick or
injured shelter animals. She is a huge
help here at the shelter in maintaining our
93-97% live release rate and we hope she
continues her volunteer service for many,
many years.

Jeff Ochsner & Amanda Traister
Rowlett Animal Shelter

Brenda Gardner
Library

I am of the opinion that my life
belongs to the community... and as
long as I live, it is my privilege to do
for it whatever I can.
-- George Bernard Shaw
cont. on page 6

cont. from page 5

Thank You to all of the citizens who volunteer in the City of Rowlett!

Lee Shaw
Fire Rescue

In 2009, the City’s Emergency
Management Coordinator position was
eliminated and the duties fell to the Fire
Chief and Fire Administration staff. This
created a large void and created a strain
on Fire Department operations.

Then one day, the door opened and Lee
Shaw walked in asking to volunteer.
As she is the former Emergency
Management Coordinator for the City
of Little Rock, AR, we welcomed her
with open arms! With her experience
and extensive background, she knew just
what needed to be addressed with the
City’s emergency management plan and
operations, and went right to work in an
almost full-time capacity. Lee not only
brought the plan up to date, she submitted
it and won approval from the State of
Texas! Since she began volunteering for
the City, she has contributed over 3,042
hours.
You make a living by what you get,
but you make a life by what you give.
-- Winston Churchill

Lee now maintains this plan with

Only 17, Jordan has been volunteering

of his volunteer service. Without
dependable, hard-working volunteers like
Jordan, the Library
“Jordan is attentive and
could not plan and
Despite keeping
implement the variety
helpful
to
children
who
busy with school
come for Library programs, of programs offered.
and extracurricular
Jordan is essential
activities, he assists with actively participating and
to the success of the
many Library programs,
Library’s outreach to
showing
children
how
especially the Saturday
families. Courteous
they can take part in the
family events. He
and hard working,
interacts with people of
festivities.”
we enjoy not only
all ages and is especially
Kathy Lane
his sunny outlook,
talented in working
but having a positive
Library Program Coordinator
with children. Jordan is
young adult helping
dependable, patient and
us and setting a wonderful example for
kind.
other Rowlett teens!
Crafts preparation is a big part of the
Kathy Freiheit
work volunteers provide at the Library,
and Jordan also excels in this aspect
Director of Library Services
at the Library almost every Saturday for
nearly two years.

SO FAR IN FISCAL YEAR (FY) 2013, ROWLETT CITIZENS HAVE VOLUNTEERED
15,345.25 HOURS AT A COST SAVINGS TO TAXPAYERS OF $346,342.29!
26,627.75 HOURS WERE VOLUNTEERED IN FY2012, THE EQUIVALENT OF 12.82
FULL TIME EMPLOYEES, AT A TAXPAYER SAVINGS OF $583,179.34!

current updates and procedures as
they are presented from the State. She
also contributes in the emergency
management planning side of community
events presented by the City and works
with the public safety volunteer group,
Community Emergency Response Team
(CERT).

Even though the Emergency
Management Coordinator is the
responsibility of the Fire Chief, “Miss
Lee” is a valuable asset for the work
she cheerfully does, and does very well!
Her assistance has created opportunities
for the Fire Chief to focus on other
responsibilities within the department
and we could not function at the current
level without her!

Interim Fire Chief Doug Kendrick
Assistant Fire Chief Don Poovey
Rowlett Fire Rescue

Jordan Mayo
Library

The best way to find
yourself, is to lose yourself
in the service of others.
-- Ghandi

Volunteer!
Public Safety Volunteer
Opportunity

Take an Active Role in YOUR Community

Become a Member of the
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT)

CERT Class
Saturday, August 3 and August 10
8:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M.
The Rowlett area CERT team is actively recruiting residents to be trained in the
CERT program, which includes Disaster Medical Operations, Light Search and
Rescue and Fire Suppression following FEMA guidelines. The Rowlett Citizen
Corps Council sponsors this two-day class, which is open to the public.

Being Prepared is Everyone’s
Responsibility.
Get Ready Today!

The Rowlett CERT program is well
established and integrated into the
City of Rowlett’s Emergency Plan.
It serves an essential role in disaster
preparedness and emergency response
in the Rowlett area. During a natural
or man-made disaster, CERT teams
assist Fire and Police in doing damage
assessment, accounting for residents
and securing quick, accessible routes
into neighborhoods. Rowlett CERT is
also an essential component of large

City events, providing access and traffic
control, fire watch, courtesy patrols,
communications and information
technology services, first aid stations,
public information and education.
A course fee of $20 covers disposable
materials used in the class. For more
information or to register for the class,
visit www.RowlettCERT.com or email
CERT@rowlettcitizencorps.org.

A collaboration between Animal Shelter staff and volunteers
brings a very happy ending for one new Mom and her pups!

When Dachsunds Fly
The staff and volunteers at the Rowlett Animal Shelter are dedicated to finding
forever homes for every animal that enters their door. Nowhere is this evidenced
more than in their “live release” rate, which ranges from 93-97%, WELL above
the national average, which hovers in the lower 30’s.
On Tuesday, May 2I, shelter workers arrived to find a very pregnant black and tan Dachshund
Daisy
left in a box at the front door of the Animal Shelter. The dog was friendly and wearing a brown
leather collar, but no note was left and she was not microchipped. It was decided that “Daisy”
was a name that fit her sunny personality so, duly named and photographed, she was posted
on the shelter’s website and Petfinders. As Daisy looked ready to deliver any day, Animal
Control Officer Vikki Lane took her home to monitor the birth of the puppies. Small breed dogs
very often experience delivery complications, especially if the “doggy-Daddy” is a larger breed
dog. Two days later, after a rough few hours, Daisy delivered five puppies and everyone was fine.
With no owner coming forward, the search for homes was on! All of the local rescues were full
so the search was expanded outside the Metroplex. One of the shelter’s most active volunteers,
Jeanine Langford, located All Texas Dachshund Rescue in New Braunfels and they agreed to take
Daisy and her pups into their care. But how to get them there… On Tuesday, May 28, volunteer
pilot Scott McCray flew the dogs from the Mesquite airport to New Braunfels in his own private
plane! Daisy and her puppies are now with a foster family and already have homes lined
up as soon as they are available. This was an incredible ending to a sad situation and if
Volunteer Pilot Scott McCray
it weren’t for the amazing volunteers working in tandem with shelter staff, the outcome
might have been quite different.

FIREWORKS ON MAIN!
Thursday, July 4
5:00 – 10:00 P.M.
Main Street

Mary Wilson of the Supremes
in Concert!
Mary Wilson of the Supremes is the headline
entertainment for this annual event! At their
peak in the mid-1960s, the Supremes rivaled
the Beatles in worldwide popularity and their
family-friendly music crosses the boundaries
of cultures, genders and generations. Fans of
Wilson can hear her smoky voice in the latest
Supremes collection, Diana Ross & The Supremes:
The No.1’s, re-mastered original recordings of
their chart-topping hits. This year also marks
the 50th anniversary of the Supremes and will
be a focal point of the show. Radio One-Dallas
(Old School 94.5 FM) will broadcast live from
downtown Rowlett as well!
This popular community event also features lots
of free children’s games and activities, a variety
of favorite festival foods, shopping opportunities
from local vendors and Rowlett’s largest fireworks
extravaganza!
NEW THIS YEAR - Farmer’s Market!
Local farmers have been invited to sell their fresh
produce during the celebration at a Farmer’s Market
inside the City’s original Fire Station on Main Street
next to the Library.

Park and Ride for Free!
Free parking with free shuttle service
is available at the Rowlett Community
Centre, Rowlett High School, Herfurth
Park, First Baptist and First United
Methodist Churches.
Free parking is also available at the DART
Station.

For more information visit
www.rowlett.com/fireworks

Economic Development 5 Year Strategic Plan
Diana Diaz, Economic Development Specialist, shares
information on the development of this strategic tool.
An economic development strategy is an essential
tool for any city in the development of plans to
bring jobs and new investment into the community.
It allows professional economic developers to
develop strategies utilizing programs and activities
for businesses and public projects to stimulate the
local economy.
Over the past two years the community created,
and the City Council adopted, the Realize Rowlett
2020 Comprehensive Plan, which guides decisions
on all future development. Phase I served to update

the comprehensive plan, which had
not been updated in 10 years. Phase
II was about implementing the vision
and led to the adoption of new zoning regulations in
four key areas to ensure the vision was realized.
As a result of the Realize Rowlett 2020 process, key
strategic action items were identified and assisted in
developing the basis of the Economic Development
5 Year Strategic Plan. The plan will provide the
framework for developing the annual work plan for
the Economic Development department.

Strategies for the Four Key Areas
Downtown
Implement the North
Central Texas Council
of Governments Grant
through the approval
process and construction
of amenities.
Develop and implement

Woodside Living

Healthy Living

Signature Gateway

the Request for

Participate in evaluating

Coordinate development

Appoint a Municipal

Qualifications to establish

the Liberty Grove Road

opportunities in close

Management District

public-private partnerships

alignment & improvements

proximity to Scenic

(MMD) Board and

on City owned property.

as a connector with the

Point Park to ensure

evaluate its role in

North Shore Commercial

compatibility with the

providing incentives to

District.

overall park master plan.

future development.

Martin Drive and Lakeview

Coordinate other

Research and identify

Research long-term

Parkway that incorporates

development opportunities

potential future

access options to

the City’s Downtown

generated from

connections to public

support development

“brand”.

construction of “The

transit (DART).

opportunities.

Develop a recruitment

Develop a recruitment

strategy for future

strategy for future

123 4
Plan and develop a

Downtown entry feature at

Homestead at Liberty

Research and develop

Grove” project.

a Downtown parking

management plan to

Research and evaluate

development around Lake

development opportunities

establish required public

Muddy Creek as a

Pointe Hospital.

once market demands

parking spaces and

recreational amenity.

designated locations.

exist to support the
RR2020 vision.

View the complete 5 Year Economic Development Strategy.
For more information please visit www.rowlett.com

Monthly Financial Update
The City of Rowlett’s monthly financial report is provided
as one element in the City’s effort to ensure financial
transparency for its citizens and policy makers.

The Finance Department prepares the report
The report provided to Council in June
and presents it to the City Council at a
includes financial information through
regular City Council meeting each month.
April. We are now seven months, or a little
While the presentation made
more than halfway through
“The net surplus from
at the Council meeting
the City’s fiscal year. As we
usually provides a high level
move closer to September,
operations is $6.0 million. and as we move into the
overview, the report itself
is very detailed, providing
This is $2.5 million better City’s budget season, staff
information on each of the
will be reviewing revenue
City’s funds, key local,
trends more closely as
than expected at this
state and national economic
we prepare revenue and
indicators, and “dashboard”
expenditure estimates for
point in the year.”
information about the City’s
City Council to consider for
primary operating funds,
Alan Guard the FY 2014 budget.
major revenue sources and
Director of Financial Services
overall fund performance.
On the revenue side of the
equation, overall, the City
This report is prepared in
has earned or received $53.8
a way as to provide financially relevant
million for all funds in FY 2013. This
information that is easy to read and
amount is 67.6% of the approved operating
understand. Staff uses a forecasting model
budget of $79.6 million and is 2.4% higher
based on historical data in order to provide
than the forecast projected through April
a framework for comparing projected
performance to actual performance.
Expenditures have totaled $47.8 million

SPOTLIGHT ON:
Sales tax is one of
the primary sources
of revenue in the
General Fund.

for FY 2013. This amount is 60.1% of the
approved operating budget of $79.6 million
and is 2.5% lower than forecast through the
first half of the fiscal year. Based on these
figures, the net surplus from operations is
$6.0 million. This is $2.5 million better than
expected at this point in the year. The positive
trends we have seen so far this fiscal year
continued throughout April.
View the April Financial Report.

Sales Tax
Economic Indicator
Sales tax is an important indicator of the financial health for the
Rowlett community.

Collection
Sales taxes are collected by the State Comptroller’s Office and
are recorded two months later.

2013 Totals through April

$3,048,782
11.9% more than projected
This increase in sales tax revenue
is attributable to the opening of the
President George Bush Turnpike,
which has led to increased vehicle
traffic throughout the area.

This is a positive
trend for our
community and while
it is only one number,
it is a good sign for
Rowlett’s overall
economy.

Why Participate in the Summer Reading
Program – Dig into Reading?

The Rowlett Public Library Summer
Reading Program is not only FUN and
offers great prizes, it will boost a child’s
comprehension levels and help them
become a more successful student in the
ensuing year.

rates, better preparation for college, and
positive effects on children’s self-esteem,
confidence, and motivation.
So...Why participate in the 2013 Summer
Reading Program – Dig into Reading?

•

The number of books read during

Library Summer Reading Program
2013 Theme: Dig into Reading!
The Rowlett Library’s high-quality
summer programs keep students
engaged in learning, teach them new
skills, allow them to develop
previously unseen talents and foster
creativity and innovation!

“

The research is clear that
children who don’t read
during the summer can lose
up to three months of
reading progress, and that loss
has a cumulative,
long-term effect.

”

Kathy Freiheit,
Director of Library Services

Studies show that many children involved
in a summer reading program gain
significant vocabulary, socializing, and
even self-disciplined learning skills
during this time. Children are more apt
to learn during the summer months when
the pressure of full-time school and other
events is no longer apparent.

•

•

•
Testing shows that kids who read for
pleasure in the summer do better and forget
less when they go back to school. And
not just in reading. Kids who don’t read
over the summer can slide backward in all
subject areas. This can mean a big loss in
their literacy growth compared to those
who do continue learning all year long.
Early and sustained summer learning
opportunities lead to higher graduation

•

the summer is consistently related to
academic gains.
Use of the public library is more
predictive of vocabulary gains than
attending summer school.
Reading is the single summer activity
most strongly and consistently related
to summer learning.
Children in every income group
who read six or more books over
the summer gained more in reading
achievement than children who did
not.
More than any public institution, the
library contributes to the intellectual
growth of children during the summer.

cont. on page 12

Dig into Reading!
Summer Reading Program for Children
Ages 9 and under
Read 3-5 hours per week

PUPPETEER SANDY SHROUT
Tuesday, July 2
2:00 P.M.
Rowlett Community Centre

Native Texan and puppeteer, Sandy Shrout,
performs classic tales with a Texas twist.
Sandy has travelled the great state of Texas
and well beyond to take her Texas tales
to children everywhere using interactive
shows as a way to bring puppets and
stories together for a magical effect. The
characters in her performances become
the center of attention while she quickly
fades into the background. Storytelling
with puppets adds an imaginative twist
to retelling stories and can help children
develop language and literacy skills.
Learning to retell stories with puppets helps
to build comprehension skills, develop
vocabulary, practice communication skills
and brings imaginations to life!

STORYTELLER MARGARET CLAUDER
Tuesday, July 9
2:00 P.M.
Rowlett Community Centre

Laugh while learning! Don’t miss Margaret
Clauder as she amazes and entertains

Encourage a lifetime of learning and
enjoyment in young readers! Kids
are awarded fun and yummy prizes
just for reading and in the process
learn about setting and achieving

goals. Free activities include live
entertainers every Tuesday at the
Rowlett Community Centre and
movies at the Library on Thursdays.

with her interactive storytelling, puppets,
ventriloquism, magic and humor. As a
former pre-school teacher, she values both
the educational and the humorous, whether
she is “The Bookworm” or Mother Goose,
delivering an educational message to all
ages.

MIKI THE MONKEY

UNCLE MIKE & PINT-SIZED
POLKAS
Tuesday, July 16
2:00 P.M.
Rowlett Community Centre

Mike Schneider (a.k.a. Uncle Mike)
was first drawn to polka and its bouncy
beats when he was five and now his
vision is to share the family fun that
is polka with everyone. His songs,
the Alphabet Polka, the Numbers
Schottische, and Tiny Bubbles in the
Tub, create an environment that’s both
educational and entertaining at the
same time, inspiring children to be
excited about learning. Uncle Mike
also created the “Operation Read”
program where listeners discover the
fun of reading to the sounds of polka
music.

Tuesday, July 23
2:00 P.M.
Rowlett Community Centre

Miki the performing monkey stars in
his own show playing the bongo drums,
cleaning up his room, trying on silly hats to
help him decide what he wants to be when
he grows up and more. Miki’s handler, Pam
Cox, includes information about monkey
ownership and training, because it isn’t
easy being owned by a monkey!
cont. on page 13

Dig Beneath the Surface!
Summer Reading Program for Teens
Ages 10-18
Read at least 5 hours per
week

Teens looking for fun, challenging
and crazy activities this summer will
find what they like at the Rowlett
Public Library as they explore
Beneath the Surface!

Parents, incentives help the teens set
reading goals, encourage motivation
to complete them and foster reading
for enjoyment.

CRAFTY DO-OVERS

ZOMBIE PROM!

Wednesday, July 3
2:00 P.M.

Wednesday, July 17
2:00 P.M.

Learn to make cool stuff using trash and other
random stuff: book bags from tshirts, Throwees from
Christmas lights, wind chimes from repurposed CDs
and DVDs, jewelry from the ever- useful Duct Tape
and, of course, Stupid Sock Puppets. All materials
supplied or B.Y.O.T.: Bring Your Own Trash!

Calling all Zombies – it’s time for your prom! Come
dressed for the occasion, or get zombie makeup at the
event. Teens will play zombie video games and dance
along with zombie videos.The prevailing theme in
Young Adult Fiction books has traveled a tortuous
trail from vampires, to werewolves to dystopia and
now the most popular theme is ZOMBIES. The most
fascinating aspect of this new genre is that the HERO
is the zombie, speaking to the alienation and feelings
of inadequacy that individuals struggle with during
their tumultuous teen years.

TUNNELS
Wednesday, July 10
2:00 P.M.

Come learn all about tunnels! Speakers
from the DART Light Rail line will
explore the concept of how to design
and build a tunnel under a large city.
Participants will then use large boxes to
design their own “tunnels” inspired by the
popular Young Adult book series:
Tunnels by Roderick Gordon
Overlanders by Suzanne Collins
Percy Jackson and the Olympians: The
Battle of the Labyrinth by Rick Riordan

Read the Star Wars
Book Series this summer!
Old Galactic Republic Era a.k.a.
The Sith Era
Rise of the Empire Era
Rebellion Era
New Republic Era
New Jedi Order Era

STAR TREK FOR TEENS
Wednesday, July 24
2:00 P.M.

Teen Trekkers! Gather to discuss the new Star
Trek movie, the alternate Universe and all of
the spin-offs.
cont. on page 14

Dig into Story Time!
Summer Stories for babies, toddlers and preschoolers
WALKING BABY STORY TIME

PRESCHOOL STORY TIME

STORY TIME AT McDONALD’S

Every Monday @ 10:30 A.M.

Every Friday
10:30 A.M.

Second Tuesday of each Month:
Highway 66 & Rowlett Road location
Fourth Tuesday of each Month:
Highway 66 near Dalrock location
10:30 A.M.

LAPSIT BABY STORY TIME
Every Monday @ 11:30 A.M.

An interactive story time between baby
and caregiver, which includes board
books, songs, nursery rhymes, baby
sign language, peekaboo, bubbles and
parachute play.
July 1 – Watch the Baby
July 8 – Animals Everywhere
July 15 – Let’s Ride
July 22 – Play with Me
July 29 – I Like Bugs

Ages 3 years and older
Continue your child’s introduction to
letters and words through stories, books,
rhymes, music and marching and much
more!
July 5 – Animals that Dig
July 12 – Dig up the Past
July 19 – Digging in my Garden
July 26 – Digging in the Sand
August 2 – Traveling
BILINGUAL STORY TIME

TODDLER STORY TIME
Every Wednesday @ 10:30 A.M.

Ages 18 months to 3 years
Toddlers will have lots of fun learning
as they are introduced to letters of the
alphabet and new words to build their
vocabulary.
July 3 – Give America a Hand
July 10 – Let’s go Fishing
July 17 – Let’s go to the Farm
July 24 – Frogs are Cool
July 31 – Nursery Rhymes

Third Tuesday of each Month
10:30 A.M.

Books and songs in Spanish and English
help young readers to communicate in both
languages.

Books, songs, action rhymes, crafts and
more!
cont. on page 15

Dig into a Movie!
Summer Reading Program free movie and popcorn!
Every Thursday
2:00 P.M.
Rowlett Library

As part of the Summer Reading
Program, the Library offers families
a way to beat the summer heat

without spending a dime! Enjoy
a great family movie and FREE
popcorn!

STAR TREK
TWENTY THOUSAND LEAGUES
UNDER THE SEA

Thursday, July 25

Journey into space during the early days
and struggles of the USS Enterprise crew
on their first mission out of the Starfleet
Academy in this exciting science fiction
classic. Rated PG.

Thursday, July 11

Take a journey under the sea in the
futuristic submarine Nautailis with Captain
Nemo and Professor Aronnax in this
exciting science fiction classic.Based on
the novel by Jules Verne.

cont. on page 16

ALICE IN WONDERLAND
Thursday, July 18

Enjoy the G-rated Disney animated version
of this classic tale. Follow Alice down a
rabbit hole into a wonderfully imaginative
world with singing flowers, a talking cat,
the Mad Hatter and the Queen of Hearts.

Groundbreaking Reads!
Summer Reading Program for adults
Ages 18 and up
Read 1 book per week

Don’t let the kids have all the fun this
summer! There’s nothing like a good
book to while away a long summer
day. Read one book every week for a

chance to win a $20 gift card! Every
week you read a book will increase
your chances of winning the grand
prize.
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For more information about the
Dig into Reading Summer Reading Program call
the Rowlett Public Library at 972-412-6161.

ROWLETT LIBRARY OFFERS TECH ASSISTANCE!
Phil’s Technology Corner

Operating Systems aka “OS”
Phil Barott, Technical Services Supervisor with the Rowlett
Public Library, offers a useful technology tip each month.
Differences

Essentially, an operating system allows
the user to interface with a computer’s
software and hardware.
For example, if you click the start button to open
up a program in Windows or click the square
button on an iPhone to navigate to the device’s
menu, you are using an operating system (OS).

Windows
Developed by Microsoft, Windows OS are the
most commonly used with personal computers,
featured in HP, Dell, and Toshiba among other
popular brands. They are navigated through the
start button, which leads to the available program
and file locations. However, the Windows 8 OS
has moved to a new, more touch screen friendly
interface designed with mobile devices in mind.

Apple OS
Apple computers are also very popular. Their
latest OS are X Leopard, X Lion, and X
Mountain Lion. Apple OS are navigated by using
a menu bar across the bottom of the screen, but
otherwise organize files similarly to Windows
based systems.

One big difference between Microsoft
and Apple is a separation of hardware
and software. Windows primarily creates
software for computers. Apple, by contrast,
creates both the hardware and the software
and sells it to the consumer in one package.
Apple systems also tend to be more
expensive than comparable Windows
systems. Typically, upgrading the parts of
an Apple computer is not as easy as with a
Windows computer. However, because of
this Apple computers have a lot of stability.
Functionally, they work similarly, and a lot
of the underlying architecture, or how the
hardware works, is the same as in Windows
PCs. Traditionally, Apple computers also
have fewer problems with viruses and
malware.

Linux
Linux based OS are open source, meaning
that the source code is made available for
free to anyone who wants to look at or
tinker with it. Open source systems are often
developed by volunteers all collaborating
with one another. Because of the nature of
open source software, it is often free. Linux
doesn’t have just one OS, but rather a choice
based on need and technical expertise. Some
common Linux distributions are Ubuntu,

Mint and Fedora. Linux also forms the basis
of some individual applications such as
Mozilla Firefox. Historically, Linux was only
used by those with technical expertise since
the systems didn’t come ready out of the box,
like a Windows or Apple system. However,
more Linux based systems are being released
that have easy to use graphic interfaces,
making Linux a viable option for the everyday
user.

Smart Phones & Tablets
Smart phones and tablets are miniature
computers with their own set of OS, the
most popular being Android from Google
and IOS from Apple. The Windows mobile
OS is increasing in popularity, too. Android
is installed on many different brands of
smart phones and tablets. Like Windows, the
operating system isn’t tied to a specific piece
of hardware. iPhone hardware and software,
like their computers, are entirely built by
Apple. There are pros and cons for both, but
both OS work similarly and offer many of the
same features.
It isn’t necessary to understand all the ins and
outs of an OS to choose the one over another,
experiment with them all a bit to understand
which system is right for you. Or, visit us in
person, and we’d be happy to show you how
to get the most out of your OS!

Technology Education Series
Free monthly class to educate Rowlett
residents on the various ways technology can
save us time, money and generally make our
lives easier!

The library is now offering FREE one on one
sessions to help you get the most from your
computers and personal devices such as cell
phones or tablets.

Apps for Book
Lovers

One on One
Tech Help

Rowlett Library
Tue, July 9 @ 6:30 P.M.
Fri, July 26 @ 10:30 A.M.
Apps for cell phones and tablets allow us to play games,
watch videos, play music and all kinds of things apart
from the basic phone functions. But did you know that
there are several apps that can enhance your reading
experience? Free for adults.

Every Friday
Rowlett Library
Flexible times
Two 30 minute sessions are available every Friday for
reservation. Contact Technical Services Supervisor Phil
Barott at 972-412-6161 or via email. Reservations are on
a first come first served basis so call today!

Dive in!

The Wet Zone, Rowlett’s Family Water Park
Get wet and have a great time at the “cool” events all summer long!
AquaFit Boot Camp

Learn to Swim!

July 8 – August 3
6:30 – 7:30 P.M.
$165/session or $300/both sessions
Instructor Tracy Payne, Certified Personal Trainer &
Group Fitness Instructor from Xtreme Fitness brings
boot camp to the Wet Zone! This camp mixes traditional
boot camp drills with fun, high energy exercises done in
the water. Turn your body into a “fat burning” machine!
Highlights include body composition measurements,
nutritional guidance, fat burning workouts and group
support & accountability.

Ensure children are safe when visiting friends and relatives.
Swim lessons are offered all summer long, from June 5
through August 3, for ages 6 months right on up to adults!
With group sessions, semi-private and private lessons
offered, there is a class for everyone.

Angel Swim

Season Pass Day

First Saturday of the Month
8:30 – 10:30 A.M.
This swim time is specifically set aside for those with special
needs and their families. Play, swim and enjoy the Wet Zone
without all the crowds!

Monday, July 22
We appreciate our season pass holders - this is our chance
to show you how much! Bring a friend with you to the Wet
Zone and they can enjoy the day on us! Each pass holder can
bring one guest free of charge.

Junior Lifeguard Training
Weekly Sessions all Summer
Don’t sit at home all summer! Work with the Wet Zone
lifeguards and learn what they do as well as valuable
lifesaving skills.

Flick ‘n Float
Friday, July 12 - Pirates! Band of Misfits
8:30 – 10:30 P.M.
Enjoy a movie from the comfort of lawn chairs or floats!
Free with your daily admission or $6 after 7:00 P.M.

Sand Volleyball Tournament
Saturday, July 13
11:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M.
Annual 3 on 3 double elimination tournament at
the Wet Zone’s sand volleyball court. All team
members get free admission to the park for
participating in the tournament, top three teams
win prizes!

Have Fun this Summer!
Rowlett Parks & Recreation Summer “Camps”
The Parks and Recreation
Department has a “camp” for
every child.

Kids will learn, have fun, stay active
and make new friends!

For more information or to register
call 972-412-6170 or visit
www.rowlett.com!

ULTIMATE MATH GAMES CAMP

ART FROM THE HEART CAMP

SCIENCE SLEUTH CAMP

Monday – Thursday, July 1-5
9:00 – 11:00 A.M.
Ages 8-11, $45 per session

Monday – Thursday, July 1-5
Noon – 2:00 P.M.
Ages 8-11, $45 per session

Students entering grades 3-5 with an
interest in exploring math learn and
apply skills that will give them a leg
up when school starts. This camp
stimulates kids to explore the world
around them by engaging in problemsolving activities, heightening their
curiosity and ensuring they never look
at the world in the same way.

Step into a whole new world where
everyone is an artist and “mistakes”
become masterpieces. Allow creativity
to flourish at this camp, which includes
a variety of art mediums and projects,
from painting to mosaics and everything
in between. Kids design something new,
unique, and interesting every session.

Monday – Friday, July 8-12
Monday – Friday, July 15-19
8:00 – 10:00 A.M. for Ages 5-6
10:00 A.M. – Noon for Ages 7-8

Monday – Friday
Through August 16
7:30 A.M. – 6:00 P.M.
Ages 11-14, $15 per day

Drop the kids off at the Rowlett
Community Centre where Parks
and Recreation staff provides
entertaining, educational, themedbased fun to keep them up and
moving all day long.

Manic Monday

Tidal Wave Thursday

Teamwork activities with themes
such as “Survivor”, “Surf’s Up”,
“Amazing Race” and others are
featured.

Water is the name of the game! Kids
cool down from the hot Texas heat
with a day full of wacky wild water
fun!

RookieTuesday

Fantastic Fun Friday

Kids will play basketball, flag
football, soccer, volleyball,
pickleball, Frisbee, golf and more!

Prepare for adventure, challenges,
laughter and teamwork on Fun
Friday.

SOAR Day Camp

Become a junior CSI agent and participate
in “ whodunit”- themed science activities.
Campers learn how to be crime solvers
by exploring the world of the forensic
scientist!
MUSIC MANIA CAMP
Monday - Friday, July 15-19
Monday - Friday, July 29-August 2
9:00 – 10:30 A.M.
Ages 6-8, $40

Kids learn basic music interpretation,
performance skills and are introduced
to the basics of playing the piano in this
beginner’s week-long music camp.
LEGO PRE-ENGINEER CAMP
Monday – Friday, August 5-9
9:00 A.M. – Noon, Ages 5-7
1:00 – 4:00 P.M., Ages 8-12
$170

Imaginations run wild with over 100,000
pieces of LEGO! In this fun-filled, creative
camp kids learn building techniques that
help make their ideas a reality under the
guidance of an experienced Play-Well
TEKnologies instructor.

Arts & Humanities Commission

Annual Writing Contest Winners
Awards were presented at the June 18 City Council Meeting
Adult Division - $100 prize
Poem category:
Ralph H. Richardson, “The Willow and the Water”
Short Story category:
Kathleen Listman, “Last Patron”

Categories
Short Works
(plays, essays, etc.)
15-30 minutes in length
Short Story
1-3 pages, double spaced

Short Works category:
Kathleen Listman, “You’ll Like My Mother”

Poem
1-2 pages, double spaced

Youth Division - $50 prize
Mary Drayer, Wynston Pennybacker, Sarah Perkins,
Kathleen Listman, Ralph Richardson, LaQueata Brown

Poem category:
Wynston Pennybacker, “Freedom (n)”

Divisions

Short Story category:
Sarah Perkins, “Lock Down”

Youth – Grades 1 -12
Adult - 18 years & older

It is the goal of the Arts & Humanities Commission to
encourage appreciation of, and participation in, the arts in
the City of Rowlett!

SENIORS: MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

AARP Safe Driver Class
Saturday, July 20
8:30 A.M. – 12:30 P.M.
$12/AARP members, $14/non-members

The AARP Driver Safety Program is the nation’s
first and largest refresher course for drivers age 50
and older, designed to help tune up driving skills
and update knowledge of the rules of the road.
Reduce traffic violations, crashes and chances for
injuries. Drive more safely!

Pizza Pot Luck Social
Thursday, July 11
11:30 A.M
Rowlett Community Centre

Join your friends and neighbors at this fun,
monthly themed luncheon. Please pre-register
two days in advance and bring a side dish to
share.

For more information or to register for any of these activities, call 972-412-6170.

Document Serial Numbers
Community Services Officer Chad Caldwell
Offers Tips to Help You Regain Your Valuables
in the Event of Theft!

If you have ever been a victim of a theft
or burglary, you have experienced the
feelings of despair and helplessness
attached to such events. You also
understand the miserable feeling of
knowing that your valuable possessions
are gone and there’s nothing you can
do to get them back. Well, that doesn’t
have to be the case if you plan ahead.
When police officers arrive at the scene
of a burglary and begin completing their
paperwork, one of the first things they
want to know is whether or not serial
numbers for the items stolen have been
recorded somewhere. I can tell you from
personal experience that the answer to
this question is way too often, “NO”.
Please do not let this happen to you.
Record the make, model and serial
numbers on electronics, lawn equipment
and all the other valuables in your home.
The chances of stolen items returning
home to their rightful owners double
when serial numbers are provided!
Once the suspect pawns your belongings,
armed with this information you and
the police will be able to identify them

quickly and accurately. Becoming a
victim of burglary or theft is devastating
enough; I encourage each and every
one of you to take the necessary steps to

“

Simple Ways to Record
Serial Numbers

The chances of stolen
items returning home
to their rightful owners
double when serial
numbers are provided!

Write them on a piece of paper
Store them on a flash drive
Take photos of them

”

Use a secure online database
such as
www.reportit.leadsonline.com

Officer Chad Caldwell
Rowlett Police Department

For more information on crime
prevention in our community,
please contact Officer Chad
Caldwell at 972-412-6242 or via
email.

record your property’s serial numbers to
make the event, should it occur, a little
less painful.

CODE ENFORCEMENT TIP

TRASH AND RECYCLE POLYCART COMPLIANCE
No polycarts shall be placed at the
collection point before 6:00 pm on the
day before collection and after 6:00 am

Putting them out and taking them back in at
the right times keeps our community looking
clean and orderly!

on the day after collection.

For more information please contact Rowlett Code Enforcement at 972-412-6283 or visit www.rowlett.com

Summertime is Barbecue Time!

Outdoor Cooking Safety
Fire Marshal Bryan Beckner Offers Some Important
Home Safety Advice. Remember…safety is up to you.
One of the most treasured activities of summer
is cooking eating and outdoors with family
and friends. The popularity of this activity is
evidenced by the number and variety of outdoor
grills or “barbecues” sold each year. Grills are
fun to cook on and make fantastic summer meals,
but they can also be dangerous and should be
handled with care.
Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG)
When LPG is used to fire a home barbecue, it is
contained under pressure in a steel cylinder. The
contents, vaporized and in a confined area, have
the explosive force of several sticks of dynamite.
Therefore, the wise user of LPG will be aware
of the dangers involved and the precautions that
must be taken to avoid accidents.

→
→

Stay
Prepared!

→
→
→
→

Ensure that all connections are tight by
appyling a soapy water solution to detect
leaks.
Do not allow grease to drip on the hose or
cylinders.
Never use a gas-fired barbecue inside any
structure.
Never store any LPG cylinder - either
attached to the barbecue or as spare
cylinders - inside any part of a structure,
including porches and balconies.

Do not transport LPG cylinders in the trunk
of a passenger vehicle.

Practice Safe Food
Handling When
Cooking Outdoors

Never leave a cylinder in a parked vehicle.

Marinate Safely
Marinate foods in the

Keep a working fire extinguisher handy in case of an outdoor
cooking emergency.

CHARCOAL GRILLING
Although charcoal may sound less dangerous than LP gas, safety
precautions are still necessary!

Never use a charcoal barbecue in
an enclosed space.
Burning charcoal emits carbon monoxide gas.
Do not add starter fluid once a charcoal
fire has been started.
Fire may follow the stream of fluid back to the
container, causing an explosion and scattering
flaming liquid.
Wet ashes thoroughly with water before emptying
the barbeque.
This prevents any live coals from starting a fire.

refrigerator - never on the
kitchen counter or outdoors.

Cook Food Thoroughly
Always use a food
thermometer to be sure food
is completely cooked.

Keep Ready Food Hot
Moving it to the side of the
grill rack keeps it hot but
prevents overcooking

Don’t Reuse Platters or
Utensils
Using the same platter or
utensils that previously held
raw meat, poultry, or seafood
allows bacteria
from the raw

For more information, contact Fire Marshal Bryan Beckner at
972-463-3940 or via email.

food’s juices to
spread to the
cooked food.

Construction Corner
Monthly Public Works Update

Larry Street Reconstruction
is part of the downtown
revitalization efforts. Funding
to construct concrete streets,
sidewalks and add storm
sewers has been provided by a
Community Development Block
Grant (CDGB) program through
the Federal Government.

Driveway approaches and sidewalk retaining walls are currently under construction

Included in the CDBG projects are Dennis Street,
Oliver Street, Christine Street, Delia Street, Larry
Street and Commerce Street. The final project
in the series is Larry Street from Rowlett Road
east to the end of the current roadway, and the
remaining portion of Commerce Street from Delia
Street to Larry Street.

pipe, replaced the existing sanitary sewer
line, added underground storm sewer
piping with inlets, replaced asphalt streets
with concrete paving with curb and gutter,
and added 5 foot sidewalks on both sides
of the street.

The Larry Street/Commerce Street project
replaced aging water lines with new PVC water

The construction of the new water and
sanitary sewer system is 100% complete.

All of the drainage improvements
associated with this project have been
completed and all of the main lanes
have been paved. All of the proposed
sidewalks and ramps have been
constructed. Remaining driveway
approaches and sidewalk retaining walls
are currently under construction. This
project is currently 90% complete.

Merritt/Liberty Grove Road
Interconnector
Merritt Road is a CIP being built
as an interconnector for the
PGBT. It will be the northern
gateway into the City and serve
the future development of the
City’s North Shore District.
The original contract amount
for the project is $12.7 million
with 80% of the roadway funding
being provided from the Regional
Tollway Revenue Fund.
The completed roadway will be configured
as 4-lane divided pavement with the median
landscaping functioning as an environmentally
friendly storm water conveyance. Currently, the
construction of a 36” transmission water line (at
Merritt Road and Castle) has been completed and
is in service. The new 16” distribution water line
(along Merritt Road, north of E. Hickox) has also
been completed and is in service. The proposed
sanitary sewer line is over 80% complete from
the south end of the project north to Castle Road.

This line will provide City sewer service
to the residents south of Castle to the
PGBT. Both of these integral upgrades
to the City’s infrastructure will provide
the capabilities to provide “more” than
adequate service for the anticipated
growth that will come with the PGBT.
The south end of the project has been
opened by PGBT. Motorists will now
travel this route as part of the new Merritt
Road re-configuration. The West Castle
Drive intersection has been constructed

and opened to the public while West
Hickox Road has been closed to allow for
the final configuration of the intersection.
This closure should last 4-6 weeks,
weather permitting.

The overall project is currently 75%
complete and ahead of schedule.

cont. on page 24

Construction Corner (cont.)
2009-2011 Alley
Reconstruction Project
$2.4 million Capital
Improvement Project to
replace the pavement in 22
alleys as well as make storm
drainage improvements.
The project, began in July 2011, is complete
under budget at $2.1 million.
The City has added an additional four
alleys for RKM, the City’s contractor.
The Lynnwood/Miller alley is currently
being constructed. All of the drainage

Drainage improvements are complete in
the Lynwood/Miller alley.

Dalrock/Inwood Alley has been paved.

improvements are 100% complete. The
Inwood/Dalrock alley is 100% paved and

all of the drainage improvements have
been completed

Main Street. The process began with the
removal of the old Farmers Market and
Historical Society building to make room
for Martin Drive road improvements.
The Historical Society has relocated to
the Coyle House, located in Pecan Grove
Park.

In the coming months, you will see more
clean-up efforts taking place, as well as
the beginning of the extension of Martin
Drive to Main Street.

Kyle Road construction is 95% complete!

Culvert construction on Kyle Road at
Long Branch Creek

The utility crew began August 14, 2012.
The water and wastewater lines are
complete. The addition of the box culvert
is complete. The north box culvert
footing and face wall is complete. The
north and south main lanes have been

paved and are complete. This project will
be completed and ready for acceptance by
City Council in the upcoming weeks.

Downtown Improvements
The North Central Texas
Council of Governments
has awarded a $2 Million
grant to fund the Downtown
Transportation Oriented
Development Project.
This project will include park and ride
facilities and access improvements, such as
a pedestrian mall, way-finding signage and
streetscape improvements (benches, lighting,
etc.).
In an effort to improve the Downtown
Rowlett appearance and experience, City
crews have begun to clean up certain areas of

Kyle Road Drainage and
Paving Improvements
Kyle Road is a Capital
Improvement Project to
improve the drainage capacity
of Long Branch Creek.
The project contract is
$658,000 and includes the
extension of the existing
culverts under Kyle Road
and the addition of a culvert,
widening of the roadway,
and the replacement of aging
water and sanitary sewer pipe
lines.

This project is 95% complete.

Here’s Where Your Money Goes!
Monthly update on how the City is utilizing the additional $2 million annual funding for
Capital Maintenance gained from the October, 2012, water rate increase.

Fire Hydrant Replacement
The City of Rowlett water construction crew has replaced
two fire hydrants in the system. The first at 1925 Chiesa
Road, and another at 4805 Toler Road. By replacing
these hydrants, they have helped to ensure the safety of
our community by providing better fire protection.

Pump Replacement
A new pump unit has been installed at the Raw Water
Pumping Facility, located on the north end of Lake Ray
Hubbard. This pump supplies water to the Waterview
Golf Club for purposes of irrigation.
The previous pump unit had outlived its usefulness and
was constantly broken and in need of repair. The new
pump and its associated sensors and alarms will ensure
uninterrupted water supply to the golf course.

Rowlett on the Move Monthly Newsletter

Click on Notify Me at www.rowlett.com to
have City news delivered right to your inbox!

Enjoy all the news, information, calendar of events and helpful
crime and safety tips provided in this publication each and
every month. Subscribe today and never miss an issue!

this month’s success story
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat.
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper. Et iusto odio
dignissim qui erat plurius blandit praesent dolor luptatum zzril delenit augue duis
dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit,
sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation
ullamcorper te suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex
ea commodo consequat. Lorem ipsum
dolo sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit.

City Calendar

July
1

7

14

8

15

2
Puppeteer Sandy
Shrout
2-4 pm @ RCC
City Council Meeting
7:30 pm

3
Crafty Do Overs
2-4 pm @ Library

4 City Facilities Closed 5

6

9
Margaret Clauder
2-4 pm @ RCC
Apps for Book Lovers
6:30pm @ Library
Planning & Zoning
Meeting
7:30 pm

10
Tunnels
2-4 pm @ Library

11
Seniors Pot Luck
Social
11:30 @ RCC

12
One on One Tech
Help
@ Library

Free Movie & Popcorn
2pm @ Library

Flick ‘n Float
8:30pm @ Wet
Zone

16
Pint-sized Polka
2-4 pm @ RCC

17
Zombie Prom
2-4 pm @ Library

18
19
Free Movie & Popcorn One on One Tech
2pm @ Library
Help
@ Library

20
AARP Safe Driver
Class
8:30am@RCC

24
Star Trek/Teens
2-4 pm @ Library

25
26
Free Movie & Popcorn Apps for Book
2pm @ Library
Lovers
10:30am @ Library
Boards & CommisOne on One Tech
sions Volunteer Fair
Help
7pm @ RCC
@ Library

27
Celebrate Star
Trek/Family Saturday
2-4 pm @ Library

Fireworks on Main/
Mary Wilson Concert
@ Main Street 6-10pm
13
Sand Volleyball
Tournament
11am @ Wet Zone

City Council Meeting
7:30 pm
21

22
Season Pass
Day @ Wet
Zone

23
Miki the Monkey
2-4 pm @ RCC
Planning & Zoning
Meeting
7:30 pm

28

29

(972) 412-6100

30

31
End of Summer
Reading Program Party
2pm @ WetZone

City of Rowlett
4000 Main Street
Rowlett, TX 75088

www.rowlett.com

