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On the Move
Compassion and Teamwork

Rowlett Police Department
Personnel Receive Life
Saving Award
Chief Mike Brodnax bestows the Life Saving
Award on Communications Officers Rhonda
Wilson and Wylie Webb, Officers Scott Fundling,
Robbie and Bob Williams during the October 15
City Council Meeting.
During an extremely tense potential suicide attempt, these officers
showed extraordinary compassion and teamwork, resolving the
situation with the best possible outcome.
On July 2, 2013, Communications Officer Wylie Webb received a 911
call regarding a potentially suicidal person on the railroad trestle over
Lake Ray Hubbard, northwest of Paddle Point Park. The subject had a
rope around his neck with the
other end secured to the trestle
and was staring at the water
below. Wylie remained on the
line with the reporting person
gathering as much information
as possible to pass on to
emergency responders. He
also then contacted the railroad
dispatch to detour any possible
train traffic that was scheduled. Communications Officer Rhonda Wilson
dispatched emergency personnel to the scene while answering other
incoming calls; allowing Wylie to stay on the line with the reporting
person. Rhonda then contacted Dallas Police Department Park Police
and requested they dispatch a boat to the area in case it was needed.
continued on page 2
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Once every two weeks
landscape irrigation goes
into effect November 1

STAGE 3 WATER
RESTRICTIONS EXTENDED
THROUGH MARCH 31, 2014
The North Texas Municipal Water District
(NTMWD) Board of Directors has
unanimously voted to remain in Stage 3
of the NTMWD Water Conservation and
Drought Contingency and Water Emergency
Response Plan. Continuation of Stage 3
water restrictions is necessary due to below
average rainfall, declining water levels of NTMWD reservoirs
and the ongoing prohibition of pumping water from Lake
Texoma due to the zebra mussel infestation.
Lavon Lake, the district’s primary water supply, is currently
more than 12 feet below the normal conservation level. Lake
Chapman, the other key NTMWD reservoir is over 13 feet
low. Some partial relief will come in January when the first
phase of the new pipeline from Lake Texoma goes online. The
$310 million pipeline will connect Lake Texoma to the water
treatment plant in Wylie and allow the NTMWD to resume using
the Texoma water supply while minimizing the spread of the
invasive zebra mussel. The Texoma supply is anticipated to be
fully restored in the spring of 2014.
continued on page 2

Police Department Personnel Receive Lifesaving Award
Officers Williams and Steed were first
to arrive on the scene, initiating contact
with the subject in an attempt to keep
him focused on them and away from the
water. Officer Fundling, who is a trained
hostage negotiator, then arrived and
began a conversation with the subject.
Officer Steed remained with Officer
Fundling and assisted as his backup while
Officer Williams communicated with the
command post, keeping everyone updated
on the situation and providing information
to Rhonda who was then able to confirm
the subject’s identity.

Once Every Two Weeks Landscape Watering
No Watering Between 10:00 A.M. and 6:00 P.M.

Landscape watering is allowed once every
14 days based on the last number of the
physical address.
No landscape watering is allowed between
10:00 A.M. and 6:00 P.M.

Exceptions to this Schedule

1
2

Registered and properly
functioning ET/Smart irrigation
systems and drip/bubbler
irrigation systems may irrigate
without restrictions.

In the end, Officer Fundling was able
to de-escalate the situation and talk the
subject off the trestle, enabling officers to
remove the rope from his neck. With the
combined efforts of all five employees,
working as a team and utilizing their
knowledge and expertise, this call ended
successfully. The subject was clearly
prepared to take his own life and if not for
the efforts of these officers, this situation
could have ended tragically.

The Rowlett Police Department’s Meritorious Board
met to review the officers’ actions in this incident
and unanimously recommended that these officers
receive the Life Saving Award.

l to r: Officers Scott Fundling, Robbie Steed, Bob
Williams, Chief Mike Brodnax, Communications
Officers Wylie Webb and Rhonda Wilson

Foundations, new landscaping,
new plantings (first year) of
shrubs, and trees may be watered
for up to 2 hours on any day by
a hand-held hose, a soaker hose,
or a dedicated zone using a drip/
bubbler irrigation system.

cont. from page 1

3
4
5

Golf courses, using NTMWD
water, may water greens and tee
boxes without restrictions.
Locations using other water
sources such as well water,
water reuse, or reclaimed water
for irrigation may irrigate
without restrictions.
Public athletic fields used for
competition may be watered
twice per week.

View the NTMWD Water Plan.
For More Information call the City of Rowlett
Action Center at 972-412-6100.

STAGE 3
RESTRICTIONS
INCLUDE:
PROHIBIT OPERATION
OF ALL ORNAMENTAL
FOUNTAINS TO THE
EXTENT THEY USE
TREATED WATER.
PROHIBIT WASHING OR
RINSING OF VEHICLES
BY HOSE EXCEPT WITH
A HOSE END CUTOFF
NOZZLE.
EXISTING SWIMMING
POOLS MAY NOT
BE DRAINED AND
REFILLED (EXCEPT
TO REPLACE NORMAL
WATER LOSS).
PROHIBIT USING WATER
IN SUCH A MANNER
AS TO ALLOW RUNOFF
OR OTHER
WASTE.
PROHIBIT
HYDROSEEDING,
HYDRO-MULCHING,
OVER-SEEDING, AND
SPRIGGING.

CITY BOARDS AND
COMMISSIONS MAKE A
DIFFERENCE IN YOUR
COMMUNITY!
Animal Shelter Advisory Board
(ASAB)
The Animal Shelter Advisory Board
reviews various shelter policies and
procedures and assists in planning the
special events pertaining to the Animal
Shelter. The Board also provides input
on the drafting and modifying of Animal
Control Ordinances.

Fiscal Year 2013 Accomplishments
The Rowlett community is truly blessed to have so very
many citizens wishing to make a difference in their
City by joining a Board or Commission. Here are the
highlights of Fiscal Year 2013 (FY 2013) for each one!

The ASAB reviewed the Pet Registration Ordinance and made the
recommendation to add that a microchip shall be implanted in the
animal as part of the redemption process. As a result, the Microchip
Ordinance was adopted by the City Council on April 2, 2013.

The board also reviewed the Vicious Animal Ordinance wording to
ensure that the owner of the dog had an opportunity to address the
dog’s behavior before it was deemed vicious. The definition was
amended to: “Any individual dog that has on at least two separate
occasions, without provocation, attacked or bitten any domestic
animal; or any individual dog which the Police Department or
Animal Control Division has reason to believe has a dangerous
disposition likely to be harmful to other domestic animals”. These
changes were enacted by City Council on May 7, 2013.

Discussions regarding a Pet Abandonment Ordinance are underway,
which the board is in favor of proposing. This would allow action to
be taken against a pet owner who does not redeem their animal after
impoundment.

Arts and Humanities Commission
(AHC)
The Arts & Humanities Commission
receives an annual budget, funded
through the Hotel/Motel tax, to
encourage the development of, an
appreciation for, and participation in
the arts and humanities in the City of
Rowlett.

The AHC awarded four cultural arts grants totaling $2,000. Grant
recipients included the Rowlett Community Chorale ($700),
Lakeshore Symphonic Winds ($500), Artists ‘Round Texas ($475)
and the Rowlett High School Arts Department ($325). Art in
Education grants were awarded to schools to support specific art
projects. Wesleyan Christian Academy received a $250 grant for
the creation of a Fine/Creative Arts class for their Pre-Kindergarten
class.

The AHC Young Artists Exhibit was held in January, with 152 entries
received from public, private and home school students in
kindergarten through high school. The purpose of the exhibit is to
recognize and provide positive reinforcement to talented young
artists and their art teachers.

The AHC Writing Contest was held in May and 96 entries (24 adult, 72
youth) were received. The contest has two divisions, youth and
adult, and there are three categories within each division: poetry,
short story and short works. Entries are judged on originality,
content, creativity, relevancy, structure and the intangible – how the
work touches the reader.

The AHC Photography Contest, open to anyone in the Lake Ray Hubbard
The AHC endorsed the idea for a changeable
display of community-based art at the
Downtown Rowlett DART Light Rail
Station. It is anticipated that DART will be
ready to start the program this month.

area with an interest in photography, was held in September with
61 entries received. Themed “Rowlett the Beautiful,” participants
had three categories to choose from for their entries: people, places
and things. Entries were displayed at the Rowlett Public Library
throughout September.
continued on page 4

BOARDS AND
COMMISSIONS
Board of Adjustment
(BOA)
Board of Adjustment members hear
requests for variances and special
exceptions to the City’s Zoning
Ordinance.

Economic Development Advisory
Board (EDAB)
The EDAB is a strategic partnership
with the Rowlett Chamber of Commerce
focused on providing resources and
information for our local business
community. The Board advises on the
implementation of the City’s Economic
Development Strategic plan and
assistance with the Business Retention
and Expansion program.

Fiscal Year 2013 Accomplishments

cont. from page 3

The BOA met only once during FY 2013 to have orientation and swear
in new members. The types of cases that might go to the Board
of Adjustment are variances from the strict requirements in the
code, or rulings on staff interpretations of the code. BOA variances
should be the exception, not the rule. If the zoning codes are clear
and reasonable, there should be very few instances of cases going
before the Board of Adjustment. No cases were brought forward
to the Board of Adjustment in Fiscal Year 2013 and City staff
considers this a success in itself!

As part of the department’s strategic plan, interacting with local
businesses is a key opportunity to communicate and provide
resources. The EDAB assisted with two of the City’s Business
Roundtable events. The first event was a Retail Connection
roundtable to talk about sign code requirements and other funding
opportunities from the Rowlett Chamber Foundation. The second
was an opportunity to discuss Doing Business with the City. The
businesses were interested in partnering with the City to create a
strong local economy and retain jobs.

The EDAB worked with staff to formulate a new five year Economic
Development Strategic Plan for the department as an extension
of the Realize Rowlett 2020 initiative, and this Plan had not been
updated since 2007. The board recommended approval of the Plan
to City Council, who then adopted it by resolution in May.

A key function of the EDAB is to partner with the Rowlett Chamber of
Commerce to promote economic development in the community.
Several EDAB board members serve on the Chamber Board of
Directors and various Chamber committees. The Rowlett Chamber
Foundation received its 501(c)3 designation, has developed a
matching sign grant program for local businesses and has begun
the Young Entrepreneur Academy in partnership with Garland
Independent School District. Several EDAB members also serve
on the Governmental Affairs/Legislative Committee, which works
with the local state legislative members to ensure Rowlett business
and economic development issues are being heard.

Golf Advisory Board (GAB)
The GAB acts in an advisory capacity
to provide observations and make
recommendations to the City Council
regarding operations and maintenance of
the City’s golf course.

FY2013 accomplishments included:
•
•

The addition of 137 new trees around the course.
The modification of tee boxes on hole #18.

The GAB also held discussions and put forth the following
recommendations, which were approved and are currently under
design:
•
Enclose the outdoor pavilion area of the clubhouse
(February, 2014 expected completion date).
•
Add a pond on hole #2.
continued on page 5

BOARDS AND
COMMISSIONS
Library Advisory Board
(LAB)
Library Board members act as liaisons
to the library staff, advising on items of
community interest and concern. Board
members review library policies for City
Council approval as well.

Fiscal Year 2013 Accomplishments

cont. from page 4

An accreditation requirement of the Texas State Library and Archives
Commission for public library members of the State Library
System is to have a strategic plan in place and updated every five
years. Throughout FY 2013, the Director of Library Services made
monthly reports on library programs, services and staff projects
addressing elements of the strategic plan to the LAB. Newly
developed work plan goals, predicated on streamlined operations
and enhanced customer services, will be advanced this year.

During February’s “Love Your Library” month, the LAB hosted an
Open House highlighting the great value the Library provides
to the community. This included parenting resources, volunteer
opportunities, media (DVDs and Music CDs), electronic resources,
government information, and GED/ESL classes.

Members also received periodic updates on legislation of interest
to the Texas State Library Commission and libraries statewide.
Their letters and emails to Texas state senators and representatives
sought restoration of funding for TexShare operations, statewide
K-12 databases, and e-content. Finalized appropriations in the 83rd
Legislative Session maintained funding for current State Library
operations, as well as increased funding of almost $7.5 million for
shared digital content.

Parks Advisory Board
(PAB)
The PAB reviews, discusses and votes
to present recommendations before the
City Council for all Parks and Recreation
matters.

The PAB played a major role in two special work sessions with City
Council, Keep Rowlett Beautiful and several City departments
discussing the master plan for Scenic Point Park.They advocated for
the relocation of the Environmental Learning Center to this park,
and for the role it plays in the Realize Rowlett 2020 vision plan.

The PAB is very involved with the Kid’s Kingdom playground rebuild
project. Although this is still in the early stages, the board is
working with the City and the PARDners Foundation on marketing,
fundraising and volunteer drives to ensure this popular attraction is
restored to our community.

Tree City USA: Arbor Day. One of the PAB’s goals was to coordinate the
Arbor Day program with the Parks Department and really educate
citizens on the importance of trees in the community. This year,
they will be working with the JFK Foundation to plant several trees
in the parks system in order to provide much needed shade.

The PAB assisted with the Playful City USA application process,
recommending that Play Day, a requirement, take place during the
Katy Park grand opening.The City has now earned this designation
for the fourth straight year!

continued on page 6

BOARDS AND
COMMISSIONS
Planning and Zoning Commission
(P&Z)
Duties and responsibilities include
processing and initiating zoning cases
at the request of property owners and/or
their representatives or the City Council.
Commissioners also hear, recommend
and/or determine any matter relating to
planning or subdivision control.

Fiscal Year 2013 Accomplishments

cont. from page 5

A total of 48 cases were heard and received resulting in either a decision
from the Planning and Zoning Commission or a recommendation
to City Council over the course of 19 meetings. These include
rezoning cases, code amendments, comprehensive plan
amendments, plats, conditional use permits, alternative building
material requests, alternative landscape plans, development plans
and a tree mitigation plan.
•
Four areas of the City (Downtown, Woodside Living,
Healthy Living, and Signature Gateway) were rezoned to
one of the new Form Based Codes.
•
Two major code revisions updated the permitted use table
to allow additional uses in specific zoning districts and
removed the Conditional Use Permit from the RDC and
replaced it with Special Use Permits.

P&Z Commissioners also played a strong role in the completion of
Realize Rowlett 2020 Phase II process by providing thoughtful
and productive input. They devoted many hours to making sure the
process and result would work for the City of Rowlett by:
•
Participating in joint City Council meetings
•
Having two P&Z members serve on the Realize Rowlett
2020 Advisory Committee;
•
Providing feedback on proposed code language,
framework plans, and regulating plans.

The commission conducted a review of the sequencing and timing of

Traffic and Safety Commission
The Traffic and Safety Advisory
Commission identifies and reviews
citizen concerns regarding traffic and
other public safety issues.

the pedestrian light at Rowlett Road and Main Street. That review
prompted the coordination of the pedestrian crossing signal with
the traffic lights at that intersection and an increase in time required
for the pedestrian signal. This resulted in a safer experience for
pedestrians who use the intersection and crosswalk on a regular
basis.

The commission, in conjunction with the Parks and Recreation
Advisory Board, researched, reviewed, and discussed a need for
highly visible and easily discernible distance markers within the
City Parks. These markers would assist in expediting Emergency
Services, such as Police and Fire, to quickly and efficiently reach
persons in need of those services by allowing them to give an exact
location. The Parks and GIS Departments are currently working
together to plot the markers and integrate them into a map. This
project will be completed in the near future and was in large part
due to the teamwork of several volunteer commissions and City
departments.

A concern regarding the noise level and the safety of drivers exiting a
subdivision at the intersection of Harborview and the PGBT service
road was voiced, leading to discussions with concerned residents,
commission members, and City staff representatives. This resulted
in a current study by NTTA and TxDOT concerning the noise and
safety issues. A conclusion to this matter is forthcoming and should
be resolved in the near future.
continued on page 7

BOARDS AND
COMMISSIONS

Fiscal Year 2013 Accomplishments

cont. from page 6

Senior Advisory Board (SAB)
The SAB reviews, discusses and
presents items and
recommendations to the City Council
for all aspects of senior citizens living
in Rowlett. The Board plays an integral
part in planning and assisting with senior
programming.

The SAB, along with City staff, conducted the Annual Senior Health Fair
with over 50 vendors including DART, Rowlett and Dallas Area
Agency on Aging and many other senior service providers. Over
250 area seniors attended this successful event!

The SAB presents a quarterly Senior Friendly Business Award to
businesses that promote a senior-friendly atmosphere, outreach or
enrichment services to the senior population

The SAB board members teach computer classes for seniors. These
classes include navigating the internet or how to utilize Microsoft
Office. This has been a very successful program initiated from the
board.

The application process for Board s and Commissions begins each year in
August, with appointments made by the City Council in September.
Please consider donating YOUR time, knowledge and skills!

DID YOU KNOW...
It is illegal to keep a Junked
Motor Vehicle on private property
in Rowlett.
Section 22-81-22-87 of the Rowlett
Development Code: Inoperable means not
capable of being used or operated due to
legal or mechanical incapability. Vehicles
parked on the street will be reported to the
police – moving it into the driveway is
not the answer because it then becomes a
Code Enforcement violation. Thank you for your assistance and ongoing
vigilance in keeping Rowlett a safe, clean community where families
enjoy life and feel at home!
The criterion for a Junked Motor Vehicle:
•
it must be on private property;
•
it must have expired registration or inspection;
•
it must be wrecked, dismantled, partially dismantled or discarded;
•
it is inoperable and has remained inoperable for more than 30 days
on private property.

Volunteer
Volunteers truly
make a difference
in our community
AND save
taxpayer dollars!
In Fiscal Year 2013:

23,378 volunteer hours were donated
$527,641 taxpayer dollars were saved
11.39 Full Time Employee equivalents!
Visit Rowlett.com/volunteer or call Denise Perrin at
972-412-6192 for more information on how YOU can volunteer
and make a difference in YOUR community!

COMMUNITY EVENTS: MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
Holiday Parade &
Main Street Fest

Veterans Day
Monday, November 11
4:30 - 5:30 P.M.
Veteran’s Park (Main Street
next to the Library)
Join us at Veteran’s Park as we
recognize and honor our local
veterans. Veterans Day is a time
when the community gathers together
to give thanks to those who have
served our country. Please gather
with us to show your support and appreciation to those who have made so
very many sacrifices for our freedom.

Saturday, December 7
3:00 - 7:00 P.M
Main Street
Main Street comes alive with
holiday sparkle, including children’s
activities, letter-writing to Santa,
festival-style food, school choir
performances, photos with Santa,
Touch a Truck and a spectacular fireworks show! Make sure to grab your
seat early on to watch the Noon Exchange Club’s 27th Annual Holiday
Parade at 4pm; this year’s theme is “Christmas Magic.” Then enjoy live
music from the band Time Travel, and oooh and ahhh as the holiday light
show all along Main Street is switched on for the season!

Fireworks Show Sponsored by Arcadia Realty

City of Rowlett Holiday Closings

Waste Management Holiday Closings

City of Rowlett offices and facilities will be closed
for the Thanksgiving holiday:
Thursday, November 28 and Friday, November 29

Waste Management is closed and will delay trash and
recycling pick up by one day on:
Thanksgiving Day – Thursday, November 28
Christmas Day – Wednesday, December 25
New Year’s Day – Wednesday, January 1

City of Rowlett offices and facilities will be closed
for the Christmas holiday:
Tuesday, December 24 and Wednesday, December 25
City of Rowlett offices and facilities will be closed
for the New Year’s Day holiday:
Wednesday, January 1

Annual Stop a Cop for Christmas Toy Drive
Saturday, November 30 – Saturday, December 14
Help the Rowlett Police
Department and the Rowlett
Needy Children’s Fund give
a less fortunate child living in
Rowlett a Merry Christmas this
year. Wave down any officer out
on patrol, if not responding to a
call, they will be happy to accept
donations of toys and other gifts

appropriate for children of all ages.
Toys may also be dropped off 24
hours a day at any of the Rowlett Fire
Stations or the lobby of the Rowlett
Police Station. Other collection sites
include the Community Centre,
City Hall, Fire Administration
Building and the Rowlett Chamber of
Commerce.

Don’t forget our teens, there is always a great
need for gifts in this age group!

All toys and gifts donated go to the Rowlett Needy Children’s Fund and
will be distributed to families living in Rowlett.
For more information, contact Officer Chad Caldwell at ccaldwell@rowlett.com or 972-412-6242.

ROWLETT POLICE
OFFICERS
AND ROWLETT
VOLUNTEERS IN
POLICE SERVICE
(VIPS) MEMBERS
WILL ACCEPT TOY
DONATIONS IN THE
WAL-MART PARKING
LOT ON:
SATURDAY
NOVEMBER 30
DECEMBER 7
DECEMBER 14
10:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M.

Economic Development
4th Quarter Report…By the Numbers!
The Economic Development Department shares information
on key programs the City is utilizing to diversify the tax base,
increase housing options and create Rowlett’s sense of place.
The City of Rowlett Economic Development
Department’s mission is to foster private and
public investment through strategic partnerships to
enhance and diversify Rowlett’s tax base to ensure
sustainability while promoting the Realize Rowlett
2020 vision. We work together to raise awareness
of the City of Rowlett locally, regionally and
nationally by promoting development opportunities
for retail, commercial and industrial growth while
working on retention and expansion opportunities
within the existing business community.
Staff attended the annual North Texas Commercial
Association of Realtors trade show at the Sheraton
Hotel in downtown Dallas. The event attracts real
estate brokers from across the Metroplex as
well as from other municipalities and Economic
Development corporations.

2:0: The Emergence of Boutique Style
Entertainment with keynote speakers Joshua
Sepkowitz from Free Range Concepts-Bowl &
Barrel, Randy Starr from Top Golf and Charles
Stilley from LOOK Cinemas. They talked about the
multi-channel facets of entertainment looking at the
market, location and profitability behind new brand
concepts for entertainment-based businesses.
Building a strong relationship with our business
community is vital to maintain the local economy
and retain jobs. Our department is fully engaged in
fostering relationships with Rowlett businesses and
the development community in order to enhance
private investment through existing business
expansion.

Business Retention
Staff also attended the International Council of
Shopping Centers workshop event Entertainment

The majority of jobs created
in most cities come from

Economic
Development
Department
Mission

helping the existing business

To foster private and public investment through strategic
partnerships to enhance and diversify Rowlett’s tax base to
ensure sustainability while promoting the Realize Rowlett 2020 vision.

base expand. Assisting local
businesses retain their
current workforce and adding
new through expansion is key
to increasing the number of

NEW BUSINESSES

jobs in our community.

The fourth quarter of FY2013 brought new businesses to Rowlett.

Total Nutrition
Accurate Glass Works
K-N-Klips
Telecom
Little Caesars
Fashionette
Pinch N’ Tails
Spirit Halloween
Mirage Tanning & Spa
R&E Auto Repair and More
Lakeview Allergy & Asthma
Casita Lulu Casteel Foot & Ankle Center

In FY 2013
52 existing businesses
were visited as part of the
department’s Business
Retention Program
56 new businesses opened
362 new jobs were created!
The Economic Development
Business Retention and
Expansion program
targets businesses to visit,
communicate
with, learn about

Do YOUR part to help create Rowlett’s sense of place...shop,
eat and do business locally whenever possible!

and provide
assistance to on
business related issues.

Monthly Financial Update
The City of Rowlett’s monthly financial report is provided
as one element in the City’s effort to ensure financial
transparency for its citizens and policy makers.

The Finance Department prepares the report
revenue trends we have been monitoring
and presents it to the City Council at a
will be close to where they will end up on
regular City Council meeting each month.
September 30.
While the presentation made
“The net surplus from
at the Council meeting
On the revenue side of the
usually provides a high level
equation, overall, the City
operations is $0.4 million. has earned or received $73.8
overview, the report itself
is very detailed, providing
This is $0.4 million better million for all funds in FY
2013. This amount is 92.2%
information on each of the
of the approved operating
City’s funds, key local,
than expected at this
budget of $80.0 million
state and national economic
and is 0.2% lower than the
indicators, and “dashboard”
point in the year.”
forecast projected through
information about the City’s
primary operating funds,
Alan Guard the month of August.
major revenue sources and
Director of Financial Services
Expenditures have totaled
overall fund performance.
$73.4 million through
the same time period.
This report is prepared in
This amount is 91.7% of the approved
a way as to provide financially relevant
operating budget of $80.1 million and is
information that is easy to read and
0.7% lower than forecast through August.
understand. Staff uses a forecasting model
Based on these figures, the net surplus
based on historical data in order to provide
from operations is $0.4 million. This is
a framework for comparing projected
$0.4 million better than expected at this
performance to actual performance.
point in the year. This is a continuation of
the positive trends we have seen so far this
The report provided to Council in October
fiscal year.
includes financial information through
August. We are now eleven months through
As you can see from this report, the City of
the City’s fiscal year. September is our
Rowlett takes its fiduciary responsibilities
final month of the FY2013 fiscal year and
very seriously, and you can see we do
we are fairly confident at this time that the

an accurate job at forecasting revenues and
expenditures. This information is provided
every month to the City Council, on RTN 16
and in the City’s newsletter. This report, along
with the City’s budget, its annual audit and the
monthly check registry are provided on the
City’s website. Starting with the leadership of
the Rowlett City Council, we are committed to
full disclosure for all our citizens. As a result,
Rowlett has been recognized for the second
year as a Texas State Comptroller’s Office
Leadership Gold Circle Member, its highest
award for financial transparency.
You can find this information and much more
when you view the August report. If you have
any questions please contact Alan Guard,
Director of Financial and Information Services
via email or 972-412-6288.

SENIORS: MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

FREE BAKED GOODS
MONDAYS, 8:30 – 10:00 A.M.

Senior Computer Class
Introduction to eMail

Senior Roadtrip

Tuesday - Thursday, November 5 - 7
8:30 – 10:00 A.M.
Rowlett Library

Dallas Heritage Village

Free computer classes for Rowlett Seniors in
conjunction with the Rowlett Senior Advisory
Board. This class is limited to 18 participants,
please plan to attend all three days.
Call 972-412-6161 to register.

Regular Senior
Programs at the
Rowlett Community
Centre

Thursday, November 7
9:30 A.M. – 4:00 P.M.
Ever wondered what life was like in early
Dallas? Explore the village and learn all about
the people of 19th century Dallas and how they
lived.

Call 972-412-6170 for more information.

TEXAS HOLD ‘EM
1ST, 2ND & 3RD WED., 4TH
THURS., 9:00 – 11:00 A.M.
BRIDGE
THURS., 10:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.
SENIOR HEALTH CHECK
2ND TUESDAY 8:30 – 10:00 A.M.
CANASTA
3RD WEDNESDAY, 10:00 A.M.

Fall into the Rowlett Library!
Visit the library for a variety of programs and activities
to entertain and educate audiences of all ages!
Saturday Movie at the Library: The Hobbit: An Unexpected
Journey
Saturday, November 2
10:30 A.M.
Families, kids, teens and tweens are invited to enjoy a free movie and
popcorn! Bilbo Baggins is swept into a quest to reclaim the lost Dwarf
Kingdom of Erebor from the fearsome dragon Smaug. Rated PG.

Hobbit Movie Celebration for Teens
Saturday, November 2
2:00 P.M.
Put on those hairy Hobbit feet and join us for a celebration of the movie by
Peter Jackson based on the beloved book by J. R. R. Tolkien! The second
of the three part movie will be released for this holiday season. Teens will
gather to discuss the books, the movies, play trivia games and win prizes.
Free for ages 10-18.

Hometown Thanksgiving Celebration
Saturday, November 16
2:00 P.M.
Enjoy Native American stories told by Dorayne Breedlove, including
tales of the original Americans, along with traditional folklore and songs.
Afterwards, make butter the old fashioned way with cream and get a glimpse
of a pre-electricity holiday feast. Also make a Thanksgiving-themed art
project to share with family!

Recipe Swap
Saturday, November 23
2:00 P.M.
Get together with other cooking enthusiasts to share favorite
holiday recipes. The Library will compile a booklet of all the
recipes for everyone to try out at home. Try some strange and
new tasty treats…like Kool Aid Pickles! Fun for cooks of all
ages.

Football Trivia for Tweens and Teens
Saturday, November 30
All Day
How well do you know football? Come on in and enjoy trivia,
games and prizes! Free event for ages 10-18.

Arts & Humanities Commission

Annual Photography Contest Winners
2013 Theme – “Rowlett the Beautiful”
First Place
People category
Sarah Beal
First Place
Places category
Michael Ficarra
First Place
Things category
Susan MacLaughlin

Best in Show
Greg Wilkins

The contest was open
to everyone in the
Lake Ray Hubbard
area . . . professionals,
amateurs, people of
all ages. A panel of
judges from Texas A&M
Commerce adjudicated
this year and all entries
were on display at the
Rowlett Public Library
from September 7
through October 12.
Winners were
presented their award
checks at the
October 15
City Council Meeting.

STORY TIME!
by the Rowlett Library
The Library offers story times for all ages...
Bouncing Baby Story Time (lapsit)
Every Monday @ 10:00 A.M

The Young & the Restless Baby Story Time (walking)
Every Monday @ 10:30 & 11:00 A.M
November 4 - Things that Fly
November 11 - Traveling
November 18 - Clap for Baby
November 25 - No Story Time
An interactive story time between baby and caregiver, which
includes board books, songs, nursery rhymes, baby sign language,
peekaboo, bubbles and parachute play.

Giggle, Wiggle Toddler Story Time

Prime Time Book Club

Every Wednesday @ 10:00 & 10:30 A.M.
November 6 – Company’s Coming!
November 13 – Turkeys are Coming
November 20 – Gobble Gobble
November 27 – No Story Time
Toddlers will have lots of fun learning as they are introduced to
letters of the alphabet and new words to build their vocabulary.
Ages 18 months to 3 years.

Thursdays @ 4:00 P.M.
Ages 6-11
November 7 – American Girl
November 14 – Capital Mysteries
November 21 – Little House
November 28 – No Book Club Meeting
Weekly after-school reading club for elementary school students in
grades 1 to 5. Each week, a book series or favorite book will be read
and discussed, with a take-home activity to do relating to the books.

Shake, Rattle and Read Preschool Story Time

Pajama Story Time

Every Friday @ 10:00 & 10:30 A.M.
November 1 - In the Country
November 8 - Who Lives in a Tree
November 15 - Let’s Go Visiting
November 22 - Tasty Thanksgiving
November 29 - No Story Time
Continue your child’s introduction to letters and words through
stories, books, rhymes and much more!
For children 3 years of age and older.

Thursdays @ 7:00 P.M.
Families are invited to wind down the day with a blankie, pillow,
lullaby and bedtime story. Yes, kids are encouraged to wear their
jammies and parents should wear their nighttime slippers!

New Club!
ReWriting Reality Writer’s Group
Every Tuesday
6:30 – 8:00 P.M.
Ages 13 and up
A writers club dedicated to those who want to grow as artists and
improve their storytelling. The mission is to provide honest critique to
all fellow writers, provide support to those who need it, and educate
aspiring authors with tips and tricks to make their manuscript sparkle!

ROWLETT LIBRARY OFFERS TECH ASSISTANCE!
Phil’s Technology Corner

Internet Search Tips and Tricks
Phil Barott, Technical Services Supervisor with the Rowlett
Public Library, offers a useful technology tip each month.
The Internet is an incredibly useful tool for information gathering because so much is
available! However, because so much is available, locating what you’re looking for can
be daunting. Here are some useful tips and tricks to help narrow down your searching!

Google Advanced Search & Google Alerts
For enhanced options to more precisely craft a
search, go to http://www.google.com/advanced_
search. Narrow results by language, region and
when the last update took place. This is also
useful to narrow a search to a particular site or
domain. The advanced search page also serves
as a teaching aid. Next to each search option,
there is an explanation of how the search could
have been performed from the regular search bar.
Google normally works pretty well, but using the
advanced search enables Internet searches to be
more efficient.
Google Alerts tracks topics automatically. For
example, let’s say you wanted information on the
new Star Wars movies coming out. You’d go to
http://www.google.com/alerts, enter “Star Wars
Episode VII”, then submit your request. Google
then emails updates from sites that publish
information pertaining to the topic submitted.

Google Advanced Search and Alerts work
mostly by locating information from
websites you don’t already access. Searches
can also be saved for those sites regularly
visited, allowing easy access. For example
both the Firefox and Internet Explorer (IE)
web browsers have a search bar built into
them in the upper right corner of the browser.
Look for a search bar that has the logo for
Google or Bing. Utilizing this search bar
cuts time, rather than entering the search
engine address into a new browser window
and waiting for it to load. Both Firefox and
IE browsers have default searches available,
but you can click on the dropdown menu and
choose “customize” to change to one of your
choice. Explore these options because many
sites have search bars that plug directly into
Firefox or IE.

Firefox and Chrome Users
There is yet another option for Firefox and
Chrome users (IE does not currently offer

TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION SERIES

Navigating Windows & Basic File Management
Tuesday, November 5
10:30 A.M. & 6:30 P.M.
Free, for adults
Learn the basics of navigating the Windows operating
system including file location, renaming and folder
organization. Also covered is accessing programs already
installed on the computer.

Pinterest
Tuesday, November 12
10:30 A.M. & 6:30 P.M.
Free, for adults
The social media site Pinterest is about creating “boards”
on different subjects (home, fashion, quotes, books, travel,
etc.) to which photos, recipes, sayings, or anything else
seen online can be added. Share a profile and follow others
with similar interests for fun, ideas and social bonding!

this option). Go to a website you regularly
use. Right click on the site’s main search bar
and choose “Add a keyword for this search”
(“Add as search engine” for Chrome). Choose
a keyword. For example, to search the reviews
aggregator Metacritic, choose “meta” as a
keyword. Click save or ok. Type the keyword
(“meta” for example) in the web browser
address bar and hit the space bar. The text in
the address bar will change, indicating it is
ready to search the website associated with
that keyword. Then, type in your search terms
and the web browser will automatically search
the chosen website, saving the effort of first
going to the website, locating the search bar,
and typing in your terms.
These are just a couple of easy ways to make
web searching more efficient. Play around
some and see what you can do. If you have
any questions about this, or other technology
topics, come on by and see us at the Rowlett
Library!

Free classes at the Rowlett Library to educate
Rowlett residents on the various ways
technology can save time, money and generally
make lives easier!
The library also offers FREE one-on-one
sessions to help you get the most from your
computers and personal devices such as cell
phones or tablets.

One on One
Tech Help
Every Friday
Rowlett Library
Flexible times
Did you get a new iPad and aren’t sure how to use it?
Would you like to learn the basics of Microsoft Office?
Two 30 minute sessions are available every Friday for
reservation. Contact Technical Services Supervisor Phil
Barott at 972-412-6161 or via email. Reservations are on
a first come first served basis so call today!

ROWLETT PARKS & RECREATION
Fun Family Fall Programming at the Rowlett Community Centre!

Ballet, Tap & Jazz
Mondays
Times vary by age group
Ages 5-13
$30-40/month
Students will learn dance technique, combinations, form posture,
choreography, memorization, terminology, technique, variations
and fun!! The focus will be on teamwork, form and understanding.

Parents Day Out
Tuesdays and Thursdays
9:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M
Ages 3-6
$120/month
Children are introduced to numbers, letters, colors and shapes
through monthly-themed music, stories, arts, crafts, environmental
education and movement.

Imagine Acting
Wednesdays
3:30 or 4:30 P.M., depending on age group
Ages 8-18.
$35/month
Imagine Acting Studios provides a fun and supportive haven
for kids to express their creativity, develop self-confidence and
build character. The program includes work in scene study and
commercial reads, audition techniques, comedy and improv.

Gymnastics and Tumbling
Fridays
5:45-6:50 P.M.
Ages 3-6
$45/month
Focuses on floor exercises, building endurance, self-esteem, and
confidence. Students will also learn back-bends, front and back
tumbling, splits and will gain a high level of flexibility.

Tae Kwon Do
Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced
Ages 5 and up
$30.00 a month for one night a week
$50.00 a month for two nights a week
Learn traditional Tae Kwon Do in a positive atmosphere.
Discipline, power, focus and conditioning are just some of the
things you will learn in this year-round program. Instructor, and 5th
degree black belt, Bobby Blakey has over 25 years of experience
and 10 black belts.

Bricks 4 Kidz Preschool
Mondays and Wednesdays
9:00 A.M. - Noon
Ages 4-5
$100/month once/week
$170/month twice/week
Your preschooler’s eyes will light up as they dig into a pile of
brightly-colored DUPLO bricks! Each week children will build
a simple model based on the letter of the week, while practicing
essential preschool skills!

Bricks 4 Kidz Night Out
Friday, November 8
5:30 – 8:30 P.M
Ages 5-12
$20
A high-energy evening full of LEGO entertainment! Pizza, games,
projects and of course, loads of LEGO bricks will be provided!

Bricks 4 Kidz Mini-camps
Saturday, November 2
Saturday, November 16
1:00 – 4:00 P.M.
Ages 5-12
$40 each
Kids learn the principles of science, engineering and math using
Legos bricks!

Bokwa
Tuesdays – Thursdays
Times Vary
Experience the newest dance fitness craze! Fun for all ages and
athletic levels, you’ll draw letters and numbers on the floor while
moving to the latest music. Sweat the alphabet and draw the digits.
If you can move and you can spell...YOU CAN DO IT!

Jujitsu
Ages 12 & up
United States Martial Arts Hall of Fame instructor, Grand Master
Duane Ethington, brings an American Jujitsu called Iss-Hogai to
the RCC. Learn easy and applicable methods of self-protection
while earning rank!

For more information and to register for programs please contact
the Rowlett Community Centre at 972-412-6170.

Distracted Shoppers
Avoid becoming a victim of theft!
As we enter into the busy holiday shopping season, criminals know
shoppers will be carrying more cash, credit cards and checks. Your
Rowlett Police Department offers these helpful strategies to help
get you through the season with all of your personal property still
in your possession!
KEEP YOUR HEAD UP, your eyes
open and display confidence. Make
eye contact when you are walking or
shopping. Criminals choose the victim
who looks like the easiest target.

LOOK AROUND a parking lot
before you exit your vehicle. Lock
it and activate the alarm when you walk
away. Be prepared - have keys in hand
when returning to your vehicle.

AVOID placing your purse in a
shopping cart but if you must, don’t
turn your back on it even for a second.
Criminals often “shadow” shoppers
and will quickly remove the wallet or
purse when their victim is distracted.
They may have someone engage you
in a conversation or ask for assistance
while an accomplice takes your wallet
out of your purse. A criminal may even
drive or walk by a victim in a parking lot
and snatch their purse from a cart while
groceries or packages are being loaded
into the car.

SHOP with a friend. The chance of
being victimized drops dramatically
when you are with a companion.

CARRY only what you need. Leave
large purses at home and carry a smaller
billfold or long strap wallet purse that
you can put over your neck and shoulder
and carry concealed under a coat. If you
must carry a purse, keep it in front, close
to your body.

CARRY only small amounts of
cash and the credit cards you plan
to use that day. Leave your social

BECOME a good observer. Here are
some signs of possible distraction theft
tactics:

security card at home - if stolen, it can
be used as the “key” to your credit and
identity. Carry keys and ID in a pocket
rather than in a purse.

• Individuals who seem to be strangers
to each other yet appear to be signaling
to one another. They may be on a
cell phones talking to a
lookout.

“

• Individuals sometimes distract by
asking for help reaching for something,
spilling something, make a loud
commotion or bumping their victim.

Remember your life
is the most important
thing and property
can be replaced. If a
suspect attempts to
take your property by
force, let it go. If you
are threatened or a
suspect displays a
weapon (or claims to
have one), give them
what they want.

”

Lt. David Nabors
Rowlett Police Department

BE ALERT and aware of your
surroundings at all times.
Know who and what is around you.

• Individuals that are watching people
and not shopping or engaging in an event
like those around them.
• Individuals loitering in areas with lots
of people, staying in stores or parking
lots for exceptionally long periods of
time, mostly just looking around or
shadowing potential victims.
• Individuals talking together and
then splitting up, only to meet again at
another location.
• Individuals asking for change. This
may be a ruse to locate a victim’s wallet
or money location.
• Individuals cruising a parking lot
looking for victims.
For more information on crime
prevention please contact Officer Chad
Caldwell at 972-412-6242.

Holiday Cooking Safety
Fire Marshal Bryan Beckner Offers Some Important
Home Safety Advice for the Holiday Season.
According to the National Fire Prevention Association, Thanksgiving Day leads the way with
the highest instance of home fires involving cooking equipment of any day throughout the year!
The kitchen is the heart of the home, especially at Thanksgiving. Our kids love to help and sample
what we are preparing, in fact we all love to be involved in the holiday preparations!

Stay in the home when cooking your
turkey and check on it frequently.
Make sure kids stay away from hot food
and liquids. The steam or splash from
vegetables, gravy or coffee could cause
serious burns.
Keep children at least three feet away
from the stove.
Keep the floor clear so you don’t trip
over kids, toys, purses or bags.
Keep knives out of the reach of
children.

Be sure electric cords from an electric
knife, coffee maker, plate warmer or
mixer are not dangling off the counter
within easy reach of a child.
Keep anything that can catch fire —
oven mitts, wooden utensils, food
packaging, towels or curtains — away
from the stovetop.

“

Keep a lid nearby to smother small
grease fires when cooking. Smother
the fire by sliding the lid over the pan
and turn off the stovetop. Leave the pan
covered until it is completely cooled.
Keep matches and utility lighters out
of the reach of children — up high in a
locked cabinet.

Safety in the kitchen is
important, especially on
Thanksgiving Day when
there is a lot of activity and
people in the home.
Take some time to ensure
everyone has a memorable
holiday meal…for the right
reasons and not because
the Fire Department had to
pay a visit!

“

Stay in the kitchen when cooking on the
stovetop to keep an eye on the food.

Make sure smoke alarms are working before the holiday cooking frenzy begins.
Test them TODAY by pushing the test button!
For more information email or call Fire Marshal Beckner at 972-463-3940.

Here’s Where Your Money Goes!
Monthly update on how the City is utilizing the additional $2 million annual funding for
Capital Maintenance gained from the October, 2012, water rate increase.

Chiesa Road Pipe Bursting Project
The City of Rowlett Utility construction crew has
been at it again, replacing more aged 6” water
main along Chiesa Rd. They are utilizing the pipe
bursting equipment purchased last year to get
the line replacement initiative rolling. This time,
they replaced another 500 feet of existing main
line with new, 8” PVC pipe and installed two new
water service taps. They have also installed two
new valves in the process. The line replacement
initiative and the pipe bursting process are both
part of our effort to provide the highest level of
service with the least amount of disruption to our
community.

this month’s success story
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat.
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper. Et iusto odio
dignissim qui erat plurius blandit praesent dolor luptatum zzril delenit augue duis
dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit,
sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation
ullamcorper te suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex
ea commodo consequat. Lorem ipsum
dolo sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit.

City Calendar

November
3

4

5

6

Navigating Windows
10:30am & 6:30pm @
Library

1

2

One-on-One
Tech Help @
Library

Free Movie & Popcorn:
The Hobbit
10:30am @ Library
Hobbit Movie Celebration for Teens
10am-2pm @ Library

7

8

9

Senior Heritage
Farms Trip
9am @ RCC

One-on-One
Tech Help @
Hometown Thanksgiving
Library
Celebration
Bricks 4 Kidz
2 - 4pm @ Library
Night Out
5:30pm @ RCC

14

15

City Council Meeting
7:30 pm @ RCC

10

11

12

13

Veterans Day Pinterest
Ceremony @ 10:30am & 6:30pm @
Veteran’s Park Library
Planning & Zoning
4:30pm

16

One-on-One
Tech Help @
Library

Meeting
7:30 pm

17

18

19

20

21

Online Job Hunting
10:30am & 6:30pm @
Library

22

23

One-on-One
Tech Help @
Library

Recipe Swap
2-4pm @ Library

29

30

City Council Meeting
7:30 pm @ City Hall

24

25

26

27

28
Thanksgiving Day

Planning & Zoning
Meeting
7:30 pm

(972) 463-CITY

City Facilities
Closed
No Trash
Collection

City of Rowlett
4000 Main Street
Rowlett, TX 75088

Football Trivia for Teens
& Tweens @ Library
Stop a Cop Toy Drop-off
10am-2pm @ WalMart

www.rowlett.com

