month.

Pet Adoptathon,
bring home your new
best friend for $25!

Stage 3 Water
Restrictions are
in effect. Find out
when to water!
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NEW FISCAL YEAR BRINGS CHANGE

Proposed Fiscal Year 2015 Budget

City Manager Brian Funderburk Presented the Proposed Fiscal
Year 2015 Budget to the City Council on Tuesday, August 5.

What a difference a year makes! After five straight years of decline in
property tax values, the City is beginning to see the onset of an improved
housing market and the promise of new growth. As Rowlett moves
away from the specter of additional declines in the property tax base,
we can now look forward to financially putting the City back on track.
And, after nine straight years with the same tax rate, the City is now
prepared to increase the tax rate by five cents. The combination of
improved tax values, new growth, and additional tax dollars will finally
provide an opportunity for the City to fix structural weaknesses in the
budget, address years of deferred maintenance, mitigate some difficult
challenges, and enhance the community’s parks and amenities. The time
has come for Rowlett to put the
past behind us and look forward to
the future.
While the past five years have
been difficult, we have not lost
sight of our true purpose, which
is to serve our citizens. Even in
the midst of falling revenues, the
City has provided a high level of
service while ensuring that the
bulk of the budgetary reductions
would not impact Rowlett
residents.
This achievement is
a testament to the outstanding
employees in the City of Rowlett
who truly make a difference every

day in the lives of those served. It is also a testament to the level
of financial stewardship provided by the Mayor and City Council.
In recent years, the City built funding strategies for our most significant
sustainability challenges while addressing a $1.9 million reduction in
property tax revenue. Certainly progress has been made, particularly in
the area of the Cash Community Improvement Plan (CIP), which has
had a huge impact on the overall pavement condition of our streets. In
addition, stable funding has now been created for our utility maintenance
and antiquated technology and a plan for addressing the most sensitive
or most obsolete infrastructure is now in place. Key issues remaining to
be solved include addressing market
competitiveness for pay, parks
maintenance and public amenities.
Rowlett is a great place to live with
a bright future ahead. Certainly
there are challenges, but with the
opening of the President George
Bush Turnpike (PGBT) and Dallas
Area Rapid Transit (DART) Lightrail, along with recently approved
developments using new form-based
codes, this community will begin to
see the high quality and amenities it
deserves and has long desired!
cont. on page 2

continued from p.1

The Journey to “Here”

Like many other communities, the economic decline experienced dur-

ing the Great Recession placed a heavy burden on Rowlett. In the past seven
years, the average taxable value of residential homes declined 10.6 percent.
While this has benefitted homeowners, who in 2014 are paying an average
of $118 less in property taxes than they were seven years ago, it has also
caused a direct reduction of about $1.9 million in the City’s tax revenues
in just the last five years alone. This is now equivalent to six cents on the
tax rate, which cumulatively over five years has resulted in the loss of $6.9
million - $6.9 million that has not been available for police and fire services,
parks, amenities or other purposes. The City also:

→
→

Cut employees, operating costs and deferred maintenance to
accommodate revenue decline.
Exhausted capital bonds sold in 2004-2006. New dollars will
need to be raised in the future to not only cover the cost of new
infrastructure, but replace aging existing infrastructure.

Citizen Engagement – a FY2015 Discussion

This spring, the Rowlett, My Community, My Money, My Choice series of
meetings were held across the City. The goals of this campaign were to not only
educate citizens on the value of the programs and services they receive for their
tax dollar, but to receive input on possible reductions in those services and to
gauge citizens’ willingness to raise the tax rate to continue those services. It is
important to find the appropriate balance between services offered and the City’s
ability to pay for those services in order to achieve sustainability. Not only does
Rowlett need the right level of staffing to provide these services, but employees
must have the right tools, such as equipment and technology.

Two-thirds of respondents, who took the survey either
in person or online, indicated they would prefer the City
increase property taxes rather than reduce services.

WHAT A DIFFERENCE A YEAR MAKES!
The time has come for Rowlett to put the past behind us
and look forward to the future!

FY 015 Proposed Budget

(continued from p.2)

So, What Do We Do Now?

The time has come to take advantage of the opportunities
we have to better our community and to address some
of the issues that continue to challenge our ability to be
financially sustainable.

1

Opportunity

2

Opportunity

Projected Increase in Taxable Values

Freed-up Bonding Capacity

As Rowlett is no longer faced with additional declines in the

Beginning in FY2018, the City’s annual general obligation debt

property tax base, we can now look forward to financially putting
the City back on track. And, after nine straight years with the
same tax rate, the City is now prepared to increase the tax rate by
five cents. The combination of improved tax values and additional
tax dollars will allow structural weaknesses in the budget, years of
deferred maintenance and the enhancement of parks and amenities to
be addressed. In addition, although new projects like The Homestead
at Liberty Grove, Terra Lago and others will not bring additional
revenue to the City for another two to three years from now, an
increase in tax value from “new” growth can now be projected.

3

Opportunity

service starts to dramatically decline. This provides an opportunity
to capture some of that capacity, without a further increase to the
tax rate, through a series of bond issues (about $20-$25 million)
over the next three years (FY2016-FY2018).

Therefore, staff will propose that the City Council consider a

slightly smaller bond election in May of 2015 in order to take
advantage of the freed up bond capacity than has been discussed
over the past couple of years.

4

Opportunity

Revision of Long-term Employee Liabilities

Economic Development

While a compensation study performed this year validated the fact

The City has approved several high quality projects in the past

that employee wages are well below market, it also helped identify
a few post-employment benefits, such as vacation and sick leave
payout upon retirement or separation from employment, that are
above market. With these issues now identified, the opportunity
exists to significantly reduce long-term liabilities over the next five
years.

year, showcasing the new form-based codes, which will ultimately
add nearly $200 million in private investment with 1,133 new
units. Over 10 years, this could add $10 million just in property
taxes alone, but revenue from these sources represent a long-term
commitment and will take time to mature. In addition, the approval
of the Village of Rowlett has set the stage for economic growth in
the downtown area!
continued on page 4

FY2015 Proposed Budget (cont. from page 3)

So, What’s Included in the Fiscal Year 2015 Proposed Budget?
Bring Employee Pay and Benefits to Market
Implement the Employee Compensation Plan Based on the Evergreen Study
An external study by Evergreen was chartered this year to evaluate

the market and the City’s pay structures to determine the level of
competitiveness relative to other cities in the study area. It found that
Rowlett employees earn 14 percent less than the local market average
and rank third from the bottom out of 24 comparable cities in the
North Texas area. In fact, the City has been on the bottom edge for
years. This has had a drastic effect on the turnover rate and the ability
for the City to remain competitive, attract and retain the talented and
highly qualified employees this community deserves. The last formal

compensation study in 2007 attempted to bring Rowlett more into
alignment with the rest of the market but only the first year of that
plan was implemented. During the last formal analysis conducted
in FY2011, Rowlett actually “decreased” benefits for employee
retirement. It is time to recognize and reward employees’ loyalty
and sacrifices. The first phase of implementation includes fixing the
public safety pay plan and moving all employees to the appropriate
grades, steps and salary ranges consistent with their positions and
their tenure with the City.

Modify Employee Vacation and Sick Leave Payout
Just as the compensation study conducted by Evergreen determined

that the City’s pay was below market, it also recognized that the
vacation and sick leave payout policy was more generous. The
opportunity now exists to adjust the maximum payout (when an
employee either retires or separates from employment), from 480

to 240 vacation hours, for non-fire personnel, to better reflect the
current market. The opportunity also exists to increase the minimum
employee eligibility tenure for sick leave payout, as well as a possible
reduction in percentage paid out, again to bring the City in line with
the current market.

Adjust Retiree Medical Benefits Premiums Payout
Finally, local governments are currently tasked with the requirement

to account for the cost of retirees on an actuarial basis. A specific
regulation entitled Other Post Employment Benefits (OPEB) contains
such a provision that incrementally and actuarially calculates the cost
of providing medical insurance, recognizing that without retirees,
the cost would be less. The City’s current liability is $1.1 million and
this requirement is adding approximately $250,000 annually to this

liability and will continue to grow.
While still under study, staff recommends bringing final results to
the City Council to increase the percentage of premiums charged to
retirees for medical benefits. It is recommended to implement this
change in FY2016, providing a year to notify and educate retirees.

Add 3¢ to the Property Tax Rate to Cover
the General Fund Budget Shortfall
The City of Rowlett has had the same tax rate for nine straight years. After absorbing a

$1.9 million decline in property tax revenues over the past five years, the City no longer has
the ability to bridge the gap beyond this fiscal year. As preparation for this recommendation,
staff conducted the My Rowlett campaign to educate the community about the City’s
financial needs. In addition, over the past nine months, staff has scrubbed the budget and cut
approximately $600,000, leaving a remaining budget shortfall of about $950,000. This balance
can only be fixed by either an increase in the tax rate or a reduction in services. Three cents
will fix the structural imbalances in the General Fund and, combined with future growth and
economic development, the City does not anticipate another tax rate increase for operating
purposes in the five year planning window.
continued on page 5

FY2015 Proposed Budget

So, What’s Included in the Fiscal Year 2015 Proposed Budget?
(cont. from page 4)

Add 1¢ to the Property Tax Rate to Enhance Parks Maintenance
Standards and Improvements
The City decreased parks and trails system budget dollars $1.1

million dollars between FY2007 and FY2013, during the Great
Recession, and it shows. During this time, park infrastructure and
amenities continued to age, and some playgrounds, ball fields and
other recreational amenities show extreme wear and tear. Parks are
important amenities that developers, business prospects and future
residents consider before investing their dollars, and the maintenance
of a community’s park system speaks directly to its philosophy about
quality of life. If Rowlett wants to change this downward trend, we
will need to reinvest in our parks.

Currently, the Parks and Recreation Department has about one parks

maintenance employee per 65 acres. The DFW standard is closer to
one employee per 30 acres. In addition, the City spends about 21.6

percent less per acre than the median average of other DFW cities.
This proposal would add about $327,403 annually, which will allow
two additional parks maintenance staff per year for the next three
years. Park maintenance standards will be enhanced as well, with
a strategic focus on visibility including turf management, ball field
improvements, shade structures for playgrounds, etc. Also included
in a three-year plan formulated by Parks and Recreation staff is
playground equipment at Twin Star Park, buildings and grounds
capital maintenance, for example, the patio at Springfield Park, along
with additional erosion control and capital maintenance at Lakeside
Park, which includes repairs to the fishing pier and sand volleyball
court along with new entry signage. Enhancements at Pecan Grove
Park, including lighting the picnic area, are also planned.

Add 1¢ to the Property Tax
Rate for Community
Enhancement Programs
Much like with parks, communities are often judged by a myriad of

intangibles and first impressions are important. Amenities such as entrance
features, medians, landscaping and screening walls go a long way toward
creating an expectation of community quality and a feeling of hometown
pride. In Rowlett, the back-to-back droughts in 2005-2006 and in 20112014 have wreaked havoc on these amenities and many appear tired
and unimaginative. This proposal would add about $327,403 to be used
for screening walls and fences, neighborhood entry features, median
improvements and landscaping, streetscapes and signage, all of which can
help attract new business and development.
continued on page 6
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So, What’s Included in the Fiscal Year 2015 Proposed Budget?
(cont. from page 5)

Add a Monthly Surcharge for Water
Rates Due to Water Restrictions

DID YOU KNOW?

Ongoing water restrictions continue to plague cities across north Texas, Rowlett

included. Because the North Texas Municipal Water District (NTMWD) determines
“how” cities must comply with the water restrictions (i.e. outside watering only once
every two weeks), communities such as Rowlett that are primarily residential are more
significantly impacted. In FY2014, Rowlett is expected to lose about $1.9 million in
water revenues, which is being covered by a like reduction in capital projects. For
FY2014, the system will run out of money for improvements.

As a result, the FY2015 Proposed Budget includes a proposal to add a $6.97 monthly
surcharge for water rates in anticipation that Stage 3 water restrictions from NTMWD
will remain in place. This surcharge will remain in place until such time as the
NTMWD lifts water restrictions.

The City of Rowlett is
contractually obligated to
purchase the same amount
of water from the NTMWD
every month...whether
our community uses it
or not. This is one of the
reasons water restrictions
impact the City’s revenues
so negatively, and why a
surcharge is proposed.

Hold a Bond Election in May, 2015
As noted previously, the City is going to experience freed up bonding capacity from a
declining debt load that will provide the ability to issue about $20-$25 million dollars
in bonds without further increasing the tax rate. Therefore, it is proposed that the
City Council consider a slightly smaller (than originally considered) bond election in
May, 2015, in order to take advantage of this freed up bond capacity. There will be
much more information to come over the next nine months about the City’s capital
infrastructure needs and how these dollars would be spent.

continued on page 7
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So, What’s Included in the Fiscal Year 2015 Proposed Budget?
(cont. from page 6)

Reduce the Tax Exemptions for Over 65 and Disabled
The City of Rowlett is one of only seven out of 31 cities in

Dallas County that has adopted the senior citizen tax freeze,
which essentially freezes
their property taxes
permanently as long as
they own that property.
This is permanent, and
cannot be taken away.
The freeze also creates a
secondary benefit in that
it cannot be increased,
even if the market value
increases. In addition,
Rowlett has the third
highest senior citizen tax
exemption in the County.
For FY2015, the value in lost tax revenue to the City is $3.8
million or equivalent to 12 cents on the tax rate. For those

over 65, the exemption is not based on financial need or
hardship, simply on age. While the freeze is permanent for those
who already receive it, the
exemption can be lowered
for future generations.
Therefore, because the City
offers the senior citizen tax
freeze, the recommendation
is to reduce the over 65
and disabled tax exemption
from $67,000 annually
to $30,000 and $50,000,
respectively.
This
modification will not affect
taxpayers until FY2016,
and more information will be provided in the coming months to
educate citizens.

So, in Conclusion...
“The FY2015 budget makes
a significant departure from
those adopted over the past
seven years. There will be
no decline in property tax
values for the first time in
five straight years. Instead,
tax values from annual
assessments will increase.
And while new growth from
projects like The Homestead
at Liberty Grove, Terra Lago and others will bring additional
revenue to the City in the future, revenue from this new
growth will not help the City’s budget until two to three years
from now. This necessitates an increase in the property tax
rate that, combined with the increase in taxable assessed
value, will allow the City to finally address structural
imbalances and deferred maintenance.”
Brian Funderburk
City Manager

Opportunities for
Public Engagement
City Council Budget
Workshops
August 14, 15 and 16
Public Hearings
August 19 and September 2
FY2015 Budget and Tax Rate
Adoption
September 16

Visit www.Rowlett.com for more information

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
CERT Class

Standard First
Aid/CPR Class

Saturdays, August 2 & 9
8:00 A.M. - 6:00 P.M.
Rowlett Community Centre
The Rowlett Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT)
is recruiting residents to join. CERT
serves an essential role in disaster
preparedness and emergency
response in the Rowlett area.
During a natural or man-made disaster, CERT assists Fire and Police in
doing damage assessment, accounting for residents and securing quick,
accessible routes into neighborhoods. Rowlett CERT is also an essential
component of large City events, providing access and traffic control, fire
watch, courtesy patrols, communications and information technology
services, first aid stations, public information and education.

Saturday, August 16
8:00 A.M. – 12:30 P.M.
$30
Rowlett Fire Rescue sponsors
the American Heart Association
Standard First Aid/CPR class,
which is open to anyone 16
years or older. Classes are
limited to 12 students, each of
whom will receive a book and a two-year course completion card.
Space is limited, for more information or to register call Fire
Administration at 972-412-6230.

A course fee of $20 covers disposable materials used in the class. For
more information or to register for the class, visit www.RowlettCERT.
com or email CERT@rowlettcitizencorps.org.

Citizen Police
Academy

Registration for the 34th Class
is open throughout August at
the Police Department!
Is CSI your favorite television show?
Are you interested in the inner
workings of your police department?
Then the Citizen Police Academy (CPA) is for you!
The CPA is an exciting 11-week course held one night per week that

is designed to help you, the Rowlett resident, better understand what a
police officer encounters while on duty.
Each week, a qualified police instructor will demonstrate how a different
section of the Rowlett Police Department operates. There is also an
evening at the shooting range with hands-on instruction in the use of
police firearms and a driving course where students are able to drive a
police squad car. You will also do a ride along with an officer on patrol.
The Rowlett Police Department’s Citizen Police Academy held its first
session in the Spring of 1998 and has been held twice yearly since its
inception with participation from over 300 citizens to date.
To learn more about the program or to enroll, please contact Officer Chad
Caldwell at 972-412-6242 or via email.

SAFE SITTER CLASS - REGISTER NOW!
Saturday, August 30
Rowlett Community Centre
Ages 11-16
$60
Register at 972-412-6230

When people hear “babysitting training”, what
generally comes to mind? Many immediately think
diaper changing, bottle feeding and keeping kids
entertained. Yes, caring for infants and children
does involve all of these important tasks. However,
this well-rounded youth development program
with a medical basis focuses on so much more. It
presents serious life skills in a fun way!
Safe Sitters are not just highly-qualified babysitters.
They’re young business owners with practical
life and safety skills-many already with an eye
toward future endeavors! In addition to being
knowledgeable about safe childcare (including first
aid, choking child rescue and CPR) Safe Sitters gain
confidence in themselves.

SAFE SITTERS...

1
2
3

...learn beginning business skills such as how to
market themselves as qualified babysitters, how
to assess job requirements and decide whether
or not to take a job, how to negotiate an hourly
rate, and how to deliver a proper handshake.
...are encouraged to be active participants in
making a difference in their communities.
...feel comfortable staying home alone (and
perhaps taking care of their younger siblings
while parents are away) because they’ve
learned about personal safety and what to do in
an emergency.

RECENTLY IN ROWLETT...

5th Annual Boards and
Commissions Volunteer Fair

Fire Station 2 Tour
Fire Station 2 hosted a daycare tour for Lakeview Children’s
Academy. Firefighters demonstrated all their equipment and the
children were very excited to get a complete, hands-on tour of the
engine.

The City held this annual event on Thursday, July 24, to share
information on how interested citizens can give back to their
community through volunteerism!

Police Department Holds Summer
Youth and Teen Academies
School Resource Officers held the Police Department’s 2nd Annual
Youth & Teen Academies. The free summer program is designed
to encourage understanding and better communication between

Fireworks on Main
July 4, 2014

Almost 28,000 people enjoyed
the fireworks, a concert by
Sheena Easton, fabulous fair
food, a large children’s area
and the City’s Touch-a-Truck
event on Friday, July 4 in
downtown Rowlett!

young citizens and the Police Department by interactively educating
participants on the different divisions of the police department
including Patrol, SWAT, Negotiating and Dispatch, just to name a few.

COMMUNITY SERVICES NEWS
Animal Shelter Maintains
a 98% Live Release Rate!

Pet Adoptathon!

The Story of Squirt!
Squirt, a senior citizen Sheltie/Golden Retriever mix, came into
the shelter on June 3 with numerous medical problems. The sweet
old girl was infested with fleas, had some major intestinal issues
and was heartworm positive. Shelter staff sprang into action
with warm baths, grooming and visits to the vet for heartworm
treatments and medications. Then, the networking to find a rescue
group to take her began! Pound Pals stepped up to the plate and
took her, along with another senior dog, on July 3, vowing to
continue treating her while they looked for a forever family to
take this sweet girl home.

Saturday, August 16
10:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
Rowlett Animal Shelter
(4402 Industrial)
Reduced Adoption Fee - $25

Come find your new best friend and help your Animal Shelter
maintain its current live release rate of 98 percent! This is well
above the national rate of 30 percent thanks to Rowlett residents’
willingness to open their hearts and homes to all the wonderful pets
available at the shelter.
Upcoming low-cost vaccinations clinics will be held August 23 and
September 20 from 1-4 pm. Micro chipping will also be offered for
$45.00.

Code Enforcement tip of the month
A Place for Everything and Everything in it’s Place!
Outside Storage Requirements
“There shall be no permanent or temporary keeping of materials, goods, or products. Materials,
goods, or products could be building materials, lawn
equipment, bricks, pallets, lumber, indoor furniture,
For more info please call
etc...”

Be sure not to leave items stored in public
view visible from the street or alley.

Rowlett Code Enforcement
at 972-412-6283 or visit
Rowlett.com

Once Every Two Week Landscape Watering
in Effect All Summer...Through AT LEAST October 31!

North Texas Municipal Water District Stage 3 Water Restrictions
The City of Rowlett is a customer city of
the North Texas Municipal Water District
(NTMWD), meaning the City purchases
its water from the District and is subject to
their implementation of water restrictions
and the rules each level brings. Last April,
the NTMWD Board of Directors voted to
implement Stage 3 of its Drought Plan, and
we remain there today, through at least
October 31, due to below average rainfall and
low lake levels.
The goal of Stage 3 is a 10 percent reduction
in water use and increased awareness in
ongoing water conservation efforts. Despite
recent rains, as of July 31, Lake Lavon was
only half full. Lake Chapman, another
NTMWD water source, was also half full.
New legislation granted the NTMWD an
exemption to the Lacey Act for all aquatic
invasive species, allowing them to now
transport water from Lake Texoma through
pumps that are located in both Texas and

WHEN CAN I WATER?
Landscape watering is allowed once every
fourteen days based on the last number of
your physical address.
No landscape watering is allowed between
10:00 A.M. and 6:00 P.M.

Exceptions to this Schedule

1

Foundations, new landscaping,
new plantings (first year) of
shrubs, and trees may be watered
for up to 2 hours on any day by
a hand-held hose, a soaker hose,
or a dedicated zone using a drip/
bubbler irrigation system.

2

Registered and properly
functioning ET/Smart irrigation
systems and drip/bubbler
irrigation systems may irrigate
without restrictions.

3
4
5

Golf courses, using NTMWD
water, may water greens and tee
boxes without restrictions.
Locations using other water
sources such as well water,
water reuse, or reclaimed water
for irrigation may irrigate
without restrictions.
Public athletic fields used for
competition may be watered
twice per week.

View the NTMWD Water Plan.
For More Information call the City of Rowlett
Action Center at 972-412-6100.

Oklahoma. NTMWD ceased using water
from Lake Texoma in 2009 after zebra
mussels were found in the lake. In December
2012, NTMWD began construction on a
closed pipeline system to restore and transport
water from Lake Texoma to the Wylie water
treatment plant, where the zebra mussel
would be destroyed. The pipeline extension
project was completed in May and is now
transporting water from Lake Texoma. The
recently signed Bill, the closed pipeline and
the water treatment process will prevent any
invasive species, including the zebra mussel,
from being
released
STAGE 3
into the
RESTRICTIONS
environment
while
INCLUDE:
restoring
28% of the
PROHIBIT
NTMWD’s
OPERATION OF
water supply.
ALL ORNAMENTAL
FOUNTAINS TO THE
EXTENT THEY USE
TREATED WATER.
PROHIBIT WASHING
OR RINSING OF
VEHICLES BY HOSE
EXCEPT WITH A
HOSE END CUTOFF
NOZZLE.
EXISTING SWIMMING
POOLS MAY NOT
BE DRAINED AND
REFILLED (EXCEPT
TO REPLACE
NORMAL WATER
LOSS).
PROHIBIT USING
WATER IN SUCH
A MANNER AS TO
ALLOW RUNOFF OR
OTHER WASTE.
PROHIBIT
HYDROSEEDING,
HYDROMULCHING, OVERSEEDING, AND
SPRIGGING.

M O S Q UI TO SE A S ON IS H E R E
Use the Four D’s to Protect Against West Nile Virus
FREE dunks, which control
mosquito population in
places that retain standing,
stagnant water for generally
over five consecutive days,
are available to Rowlett
residents on the second floor
of the Police Building at 4401
Rowlett Road.

MOSQUITO PROOF. FOLLOW THE FOUR D’S
REMEMBER, THE BEST OFFENSE IS A GOOD
D-FENSE!

1

D RAIN
Inspect property for standing water

→

Regularly inspect and clean roof
gutters (water can pool in debris).

→

Dump water from the collection dishes
placed beneath potted plants.

→

Change the water in birdbaths and pet
dishes daily to avoid creating an ideal
mosquito breeding ground.

→

Upend wheelbarrows, buckets, tires,
cans and other outdoor containers,
they may catch and hold water for
several days.

Call 972-412-6283 for more
information.

WHAT IS DALLAS COUNTY DOING?
The City of Rowlett contracts with
Dallas County for mosquito testing,
abatement and spraying. This contract
covers ALL of Rowlett, including the
portion that is located in Rockwall County.
Dallas County Health officials are working
with the City of Rowlett to minimize the

risk of residents contracting mosquito borne
diseases. Dallas County uses an Integrated
Mosquito Management (IMM) program
to abate mosquito populations. IMM
uses various techniques that include the
following tools:

Surveillance – The collection of mosquitoes to determine the location, species, quantity
and virus potential.

Source Reduction – Remove water sources that support mosquito breeding habitats.
Larvicide – The use of EPA approved products to kill
mosquito larvae in standing water or stocking water with
mosquitofish.

Adulticide – The spraying of EPA approved products

from trucks and planes to reduce mosquito populations.
The pesticides that can be used for mosquito control have
been judged by the EPA not to pose an unreasonable risk to
human health.

2
3
4

D RESS

Wear long, loose and lightcolored clothing to avoid
mosquito bites when outside.

D EET

Use insect repellent products
with “DEET” or other EPA
approved repellents and follow
product instructions.

D USK & DAWN

Stay indoors during dusk
and dawn hours—when
mosquitoes are most active.

What if a Mosquito Tests
Positive for WNV?
Dallas County will
perform Mosquito
Ground Spraying
Test
In Rowlett, mosquito testing occurs
on Wednesdays.

Results
The City will be notified of results
by 10:00 A.M. on Friday.

Notify
If positive mosquitoes are present,
the City will notify residents of the
affected area through Connect
Rowlett messages and information
on www.rowlett.com.

Spray
Ground spraying of
the zone will occur at

Ensure YOU receive ground spraying notifications,
sign up for Connect Rowlett today!

dusk the same evening (weather
permitting).

Monthly Financial Update

The City of Rowlett’s monthly financial report is provided
as one element in the City’s effort to ensure financial
transparency for its citizens and policy makers.
The Finance Department prepares the report
through the City’s fiscal year. As we move
and presents it to the City Council at a
closer to September, and as we are now
regular City Council meeting each month.
in the City’s budget season, staff has been
While the presentation made
reviewing revenue trends
at the Council meeting
more closely as we prepare
“The net surplus from
usually provides a high level
revenue and expenditure
overview, the report itself
operations is $3.4 million. estimates for City Council to
is very detailed, providing
consider for the Fiscal Year
information on each of the
This is $1.2 million better (FY) 2015 budget.
City’s funds, key local,
than expected at this
state and national economic
On the revenue side of the
indicators, and “dashboard”
equation, overall, the City
point in the year. ”
information about the City’s
has earned or received $59.2
primary operating funds,
million for all funds in FY
Alan Guard 2014. This amount is 72.7%
major revenue sources and
Chief Financial Officer of the approved operating
overall fund performance.
budget of $81.4 million
The purpose of this report is
and is 0.7% higher than the
to inform the City Council
forecast projected through
and public regarding the status of the City’s
the month of May.
financial position. In other words, where are
we versus where did we project we would be
Expenditures have totaled $55.8 million
at this time of the fiscal year. Also, the report
through the same time period. This amount
informs the staff and City Council about
is 68.8% of the approved operating budget
significant variances in projected versus
of $81.0 million and is 1.5% lower than
actual revenues and expenditures and allows
forecast through May.
the Council to monitor the City’s financial
position and make adjustments as needed.
This month I want to highlight the Utility
Fund, which accounts for the City’s water
The report provided to Council in July
and sewer operations. Through the month
includes financial information through May.
of May, Utility Fund has collected $16.1
We are now eight months, or three quarters
million, which is $739,000 less than

THIRD QUARTER
UPDATE

10 New Businesses
61 New Jobs Created
$1,000,000 - Estimated
Value of New Construction

budgeted, or 4.4%. Expenditures in the fund
have totaled $18.5 million, which is $173,000
less, or 0.9% below the forecast. This puts
the overall balance of the fund almost right
on target for the fiscal year. In April of 2013,
the City of Rowlett was notified by the North
Texas Municipal Water District that they
would be imposing Stage 3 water restrictions.
These have remained in place and have had
an impact of the Utility Funds revenue. As
a result, in March the City Council adjusted
expenditures in the Utility Fund by $1.7
million to offset the projected shortfall in
revenue. This action reduced the amount of
funds budgeted for the Utility Fund capital
maintenance program. This will allow the fund
to end the year in a positive cash position.
View the May Financial Report.

Economic Development
Subway
Enjoy Foot Spa
IMS
OPA! Greek Taverna
Salon Infinity
BNL Construction Corp.
Southern Pride Openings
Spade of Customs Collision
Story Line
Bombvapor
Dunkin Donuts

Projects Under Construction
Walmart Neighborhood Market
Zanata’s Restaurant
Dairy Queen
Terra Lago
DR Horton Title Office

BACK TO SCHOOL

at the Rowlett Library
Summer is almost over...time to get ready!
Visit the library for a variety of programs
and activities to entertain and educate.
Homeschooling: How?

Saturday, August 9
10:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
Shari Nelson of Christian Educators Resource Center speaks to
parents who are interested in homeschooling but not sure where to
start or what resources are available. Bring questions and concerns to
this workshop filled with invaluable information!

Super Saturday: Doctor Who

Tea for Teachers

Tuesday, August 12
2:00 P.M.
Calling all teachers! Visit and take a tour of the materials and services
available for free to the community. Speak with the librarians about
curriculum support and enjoy some tea and cakes!

Saturday, August 30
2:00 P.M.
Free fun for all ages as the Rowlett Public Library celebrates
DOCTOR WHO with a come and go craft and costume program
featuring games, prizes and photos with a “special guest”!

Prime Time Book Club Returns!
Thursdays beginning August 28
4:00 P.M.
Ages 6-11

Grade School children are invited to participate in their
own adventures with a special book club just for kids at the
Rowlett Public Library!
August is all about back to school so we’ll feature the Wimpy Kid
stories. In September, each week will feature a different pirate story...
aaargh, matey!

End of Summer Library Camp!
Free Events just for kids 12 and under

Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles

Shark Week!

Rule the School!

Friday, August 8
2:00 P.M.
Celebrate the return of truth,
justice and the ninja way just in
time for the release of the new
movie. Learn about this squad of
sewer-dwelling heroes and answer
trivia questions for prizes!

Friday, August 15
2:00 P.M.
Observe the ocean’s most fearsome
creature from the safety of the
Rowlett Library. Explore some of
the more popular shows from the
Discovery Channel’s Shark Week
series!

Friday, August 22
2:00 P.M.
Sharpen your back-to-school skills!
Learn how to navigate school, what
supplies are best to bring, what
makes the best lunch, the latest in
backpack design and how to avoid
those playground spats!

ROWLETT LIBRARY OFFERS TECH ASSISTANCE!
Phil’s Technology Corner

Go Viral…Share the Fun with YouTube!

Phil Barott, Technical Services Supervisor with the Rowlett
Public Library, offers a useful technology tip each month.

YouTube is a great way to share videos with
friends, family and the rest of the world! Maybe
you want to create a video blog (or vlog)
about your day, share tutorials on something
you’re good at, create a video to promote your
business, or make your cat an internet star. Want
to share your videos on different websites?
YouTube makes it easy by creating an embed
code, which allows it to be installed on your
Facebook page or other websites you’ve created.
Don’t want the world to see your video? There’s
a setting that allows you to keep it private and
shared with only the people you choose.
Sounds fun…now what?
You’ll need a Google account to upload a video
to YouTube. If you don’t already have one, sign

up here. Once logged in, you’ll be prompted
to set up your YouTube channel and Google+
profile. Now comes the fun part, choose a video
to upload! YouTube accepts most common
video formats, chances are your video recorder
or smart phone records in one of these formats.
If not, find a converter online, free and paid
options are available.

are also options for video enhancements, audio
settings, annotations and subtitles. Play around
a bit with these settings once you’ve uploaded
your first video, you can always delete the
video if you don’t like how it turns out and try
again. There are also some additional options
for creating and editing videos using your
computer’s webcam on the video upload page.

Let’s share!
Upload your video and set it to public, unlisted,
or private. Public means anyone can view it.
Unlisted videos are only accessible by people
who have the video’s direct link. It’s tied to
Google+ accounts, so everyone you want to
share the video with must have a Google+ ID.
This provides an alternative to sharing a private
video.

Make some $$!
It is possible to monetize your videos with
YouTube shared advertising. Enable your
account for monetization, which makes you
a YouTube content partner and enables more
options when uploading videos. Understand that
you don’t really make a lot of money from this
until you have many regular viewers. Get more
information about making money with YouTube
here.

Once it’s uploaded, there are several basic
options available. Select a category, whether
to allow comments, date and location , caption
information, etc. These are in the advanced
settings under the Info and Settings tab. There

Arts & Humanities Commission

Annual Photography Contest
2014 Theme – “Rowlett Up Close!”

Are you an Ansel Adams afficianado? Do you
look at daily life as if through a lens? Do you
have more photo albums than books in your
home? Is your family tired of pulling over to
the side of the road every time you leave the
house so you can jump out and “get that shot”?
Then here is your chance to prove that
you have what it takes - enter the Arts &
Humanities Photography Contest!
Entries will be accepted at the Rowlett Public
Library on Saturday, September 6 from 10:00
a.m. until 12:00 noon and will remain on
display through October 4.
For complete rules and more information
please visit the Arts & Humanities page of
www.rowlett.com.

It is the goal of the Arts & Humanities Commission to
encourage appreciation of, and participation in, the arts in
the City of Rowlett!

That’s really all you need to know to get started
on YouTube! For information on this and other
topics, visit us at the Rowlett Public Library.

Categories
People
children, students, politicians, citizens,
family, etc.
Places
lake, library, Community Centre,
buildings, DART, Bush Turnpike, etc.
Things
boats, automobiles, artwork, nature,
bridges, etc.

Guidelines

Limit of three entries per person.
Photos must have been taken within
one year of contest deadline.
Entries must be 8”x10”.
Entries should be matted on black –
NO FRAMED PHOTOS ACCEPTED.
Entries may be color or black and
white.

Prizes

$75 - First Place in each category
$150 - Best in Show

Camp Rowlett Summer Fun!

Rowlett Parks & Recreation Summer “Camps”
The Parks and Recreation Department has a “camp”
for every child. Kids will learn, have fun, stay active and
make new friends!
MARTIAL ARTS CAMPS
Ages 12 and up
Jujitsu
August 2 – 30

Martial Arts Hall of Fame instructor, Grand
Master Duane Ethington teaches Iss-Hogai,
an American Jujitsu. This is an explosive
and effective system of self-defense and
self-confidence taught in an easy to learn
series of classes.

For more information or to register call 972-412-6170 or
visit www.Rowlett.com/ParksandRec!

Tae Kwon Do – Beginner
August 5 – 28
Tuesday & Thursday, 6:30 P.M.

Learn traditional Tae Kwon Do in a
positive atmosphere with 5th degree black
belt Bobby Blakey, who has over 27 years
of experience and 10 black belts under him.
Discipline, power, focus, and conditioning
are just some of the things taught in this
program.

Tae Kwon Do – Advanced
August 5 – 28
Tuesday & Thursday, 7:30 P.M.

Take your training to the next level with
5th degree black belt Bobby Blakey, who
has over 27 years of experience and 10
black belts under him.

cont. on page 23

SOAR Day Camp
Monday – Friday
June 9 – August 15
7:30 A.M. – 6:00 P.M.

Drop the kids off at the Rowlett
Community Centre where Parks
and Recreation staff provides

entertaining, educational,
themed-based fun to keep them
up and moving all day long.

Manic Monday

Tidal Wave Thursday

Rookie Tuesday

Fantastic Fun Friday

Teamwork activities with themes such as “Survivor”,
“Surf’s Up”, “Amazing Race” and others are featured.
Participants work to build huts for stuffed animals, learn
cooperation by crossing a hot chocolate river, thawing a
frozen t-shirt, untangling a human knot and other teamrelated activities.
This is a sports program with a focus on FUN! Kids
will play basketball, flag football, soccer, volleyball,
pickleball and other fun games like Frisbee and golf.
Everyone has a great time while getting tons of exercise!

Water is the name of the game! Kids cool down from the
hot Texas heat with a day full of wacky wild water fun!
Participants will enjoy an EXTREME cool down, fun in
the sun at Wet Zone Waterpark and lots of wild water
games!

Prepare for adventure, challenges, laughter and
teamwork. Game shows, nature exploration, arts and
crafts, and gym games are all entertaining ingredients
for this recreational recipe for fun!

Camp Rowlett Summer Fun!

Rowlett Parks & Recreation Summer “Camps” (cont. from page 22)
For more information or to register call 972-412-6170!

GUITAR CAMP
Tuesday & Thursday
August 5 – 28
6:15 – 7:00 P.M.
$80 – 1 session/week
$140 – 2 sessions/week

Learn how to pick, strum & shred on
the guitar! Acoustic and electric lessons
with a focus on blues, rock, jazz, metal
and country. Please bring your own
guitar.

SKYHAWKS FLAG FOOTBALL
CAMP
August 4 – 8
9:00 A.M. – Noon
Ages 7-12, $110

A camp for beginning to intermediate
athletes who want to complete their
introduction to “America’s Game” and
enhance skills in preparation for league
play. Through “skill of the day” activities,
kids learn the core components of passing,
catching and de-flagging or defensive
positioning. Camp ends with the Skyhawks
Super Bowl, giving participants a chance to
showcase their skills on the gridiron.

AFRICAN SAFARI DRAWING CAMP

BORN TO BALL SKILLS CAMP
Tuesday & Thursday
August 5 – 28
Beginner for ages 7-10, $80
4:00 – 5:00 P.M.
Advanced for ages 11-18, $100
5:00 – 6:00 P.M.

Teens and pre-teens interested in
improving their basketball game learn
skills such as ball handling, dribbling
and shooting and participate in agility
drills and plyometrics. Train with coach
Jasmine Cannon, who will be hosting
these skills camps all summer long.

August 4 – 8
2:00 – 4:00 P.M.
Ages 6-12, $130

Explore the exciting land and many
animals that inhabit Africa by creating
two large scenes: one in a graphic style
filled with a variety of animals and another
focusing on the twists and turns of a snake
with pastel chalks. We will
draw a variety of animals in
various scenes with different
media, we’ll even create a
cartoon!

SHAKE IT UP! TALENT SHOW
Friday, August 8
7 – 9:00 P.M.
Ages 11-18, $5

Exciting DJ, rap and dance talent show for
teens to showcase the skills they’ve learned
at the Shake it Up! Camps all
summer long.
SAT MINI-CAMP
Saturdays
August 23 – September 27
9:00 A.M. – Noon
Ages 14-18, $75

Improve the chances of getting into the
college of your choice by increasing your
SAT scores. This 24-hour course includes
instruction in math, grammar and
writing, then students will complete two
practice SAT tests.

Dive in!

The Wet Zone, Rowlett’s Family Water Park
Get wet and have a great time at the “cool” events all month long!
Flick ‘n Float

Friday, August 1 – Space Jam
8:30 – 10:30 P.M.
Enjoy a movie from the comfort of lawn chairs or floats!
Free with your daily admission or $6 after 7:00 P.M.
Special meal price of $3 for a hot dog, chips, and a drink
starts at 7:30!

Season Pass Day

Monday, August 4
We appreciate our season pass holders - this is our
chance to show you how much! Bring a friend with you
to the Wet Zone and they can enjoy the day on us! Each
pass holder can bring one guest free of charge.

Angel Swim

Saturday, August 9
8:30 – 10:30 A.M.
This swim time is specifically set aside for those with
special needs and their families. Play, swim and enjoy the
Wet Zone without all the crowds!

Season Pass Holder Appreciation Party!

Saturday, August 16
9:00 – 11:00 A.M.
Join Haley the Hippo as we celebrate our 2014 Season
Pass holders with an end-of-the-season splash bash! The
park is open just for you, so come on out and enjoy free
snow cones and a morning full of fun and games.

Bogo Days!

Monday, August 11
Wednesday, August 13
Thursday, August 14
Purchase one admission and receive the second admission
for FREE in celebration of the last week the park is open.
Bring a friend and enjoy some splashy fun in the sun
before summer ends and school is back in session!

Back to School Splash Bash!

Friday, August 15
It’s the last weekday before school starts…ho hum. No
worries, the Wet Zone is supplying one last day of fun and
games before getting back to the grind! Kids can win cool
new school supplies to start the new year off right! Park
will be open all day but contests will take place between
1:00 & 4:00pm.

Pooch Plunge

Sunday, August 17
4:00 – 7:00 P.M.
$5 per dog, humans get in free
It’s time to “let the dogs out”! Join Wet Zone and the
Friends of Rowlett Animals for a doggie swim day. Fun
games and contests for both dogs and their owners with
the proceeds from the day going to assist animals in the
Rowlett area!!

For more information visit
www.wetzonewaterpark.com

Back to School Safety
It’s back to school time! Community Services
Officer Chad Caldwell would like to offer these tips
to ensure a safe and productive school year!

Students:
Walk in groups!
Whether walking to and from school or
waiting at the bus stop, there is better
safety in numbers.
Do NOT talk to strangers!
Get away from strangers and tell an adult
who can be trusted about the incident
as soon as possible. Do not get into a
stranger’s car under any circumstances.
Do NOT take shortcuts going home!
Travel only the route planned in advance
with a parent. Use the most populated
route.
Don’t overstuff a backpack!
It should weigh no more than 10 to 20
percent of a child’s body weight.
Report bullying!
Be the solution. Do not be part of the
problem. This includes cyber bullying.

Parents:
Share these tips with school-age kids...
Always use sidewalks and crosswalks!
They are provided to ensure the safety
of all pedestrians. And look both ways
before crossing the street!
Always wear a helmet when riding a
bicycle!
Helmet use can reduce the risk of head
injury by up to 85 percent. To prevent
injuries to cyclists and pedestrians, do
not ride a bicycle inside the crosswalk.
Play safe on the playground!
Each year, more than 200,000 kids are
treated in U.S. hospital emergency rooms
for playground-associated injuries. Most
of these injuries occur when a child falls
from the equipment.
Follow all school bus rules!
School buses are not playgrounds. Make
sure kids understand how important it is
to obey all safety rules.
Have a well-rehearsed emergency plan
in place for children home alone or
caring for siblings after school.
If possible, ask a neighbor to look in or
be available to them if necessary.

For more information on back to school safety in our
community, please contact Officer Chad Caldwell at
972-412-6242 or via email

Drivers:
Watch for flashing lights and obey
traffic laws in school zones!
Added caution is required and disobeying
speed limits inside school zones could
result in a citation with a hefty fine. Also
remember, no wireless communication
devices (i.e. cell phones) may be used
unless via a hands-free device.
Do NOT honk the horn or drive
erratically!
This could startle other drivers or
students utilizing crosswalks. Driving
erratically includes passing school
buses while their lights are flashing. Be
extremely cautious around school buses,
especially when loading and unloading.
Do NOT block crosswalks!
Students might have to walk outside
the crosswalk and expose themselves to
unnecessary danger.
Always stop when directed to do so!
This includes by signs, police officers
and school crossing guards. Remember,
anyone directing pedestrian traffic inside
crosswalks is doing so to ensure the
safety of the students.
Most importantly, watch for child
pedestrians!
Children, by their nature, are not the
most cautious pedestrians. It is our
job as adults to watch for students at
ALL times, regardless of whether the
proper crosswalk or assistance has been
provided.

this month’s success story

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat.
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper. Et iusto odio
dignissim qui erat plurius blandit praesent dolor luptatum zzril delenit augue duis
dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit,
sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation
ullamcorper te suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex
ea commodo consequat. Lorem ipsum
dolo sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit.

City Calendar

August

1
Flick ‘n Float
8:30 pm @ Wet Zone

2
CERT Class
8am-6pm

3

4
Season Pass
Day
@ Wet Zone

5
City Council
Meeting
7:30pm @ City Hall

6

7

8
One on One Tech
Help
@ Library
Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles
2pm @ Library
Shake it Up Talent
Show 7pm @ RCC

9
CERT Class
8am-6pm
Homeschooling
How
10am-1pm @
Library

10

11
BOGO Day
@ Wet Zone

12
Tea for Teachers
2pm @ Library
Planning &
Zoning Meeting
7:30pm @ City Hall

13

14

15
Back to School
Splash Bash
@ Wet Zone
One on One Tech
Help @ Library
Shark Week
2pm @ Library

16
Season Passholder
Appreciation Day
@ Wet Zone
CPR Class
8am-12:30pm
Pet Adoptathon
10am-5pm @
Animal Shelter

17
Pooch Plunge
@ Wet Zone

18

19

20

21

22
One on One Tech
Help
@ Library
Rule the School
2pm @ Library

23

24

25

27

28
29
Prime Time
Book Club
4pm @ Library

31

(972) 412-6100

City Council
Meeting
7:30pm @ City Hall

26
Planning &
Zoning Meeting
7:30pm @ City Hall

City of Rowlett
4000 Main Street
Rowlett, TX 75088

30
Safe Sitter Class
8am-Noon @ RCC
Super Saturday:
Dr. Who
2pm @ Library

www.rowlett.com

